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17th Augult 1018

D.ADB,,
A.I. P, Heapdquartars,
LONDOX «
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"‘ml ' ' Hevyewith I veg to submit my report on th2 working of
' | the Austr:lian Army Postal Services in Hgyyt eovering the months
| of June and July.

et I officially took over the sontrol of the A.I.F, Toge
F tal 8ervices on the 25th June. No regort was renderad by the
D.A.D, A P.8,, Kintsra for the month of Juns, Copies of rerorts
by the D,A.D.A.7.8,., Dasert Mounted Corps, and the Australian
Divisional Suparvisors are attached herato, |

INCREASY Since the re-organization of our sarvices here, and
the introduction of the many new syetems = a rayort in connsect-
fon with which you have already received from me - the work at
the A.B.P.0., Kantura, as well u® in the Field Post Offices,
has growm c¢conSiderably. This was to ba exrected, but not to
the extent it ha® incraased.

The averasge AusStralian Muil during Fomary, ¥arch,
and April of this year was 652 bage par fortnight, but during
the following three monthe « May, Juns and July - tha average
fortnightly madl =as 928, an increase of 275 bags. In addite
ion to this, it must also he taken intc con@ideration that,
now the malls are eoming alphabetically sorted, the ba 8, vare=
ticularly the latters, newSrapsr® and paockets, contain more
mail matter than whon Bant unit sorted., For inetance such
unite a8 Sanitary Sectione, Signal Troops, Cable Eaoction ate,
would have 24ch 8tate making up diract on them and con®ecsuant
the bagze would only be bout a half full, The same thing would

apply to £tates such a2 Queensland, Weest Auatralia, South Auee
3 triln atc,, making up on units that are compoSed o;‘ New South
* | Wnle® personnel and vice varsa., Thus the increase of 776 bags
f mean® a much bigger thing than it would arrear at firet sight,
The claan yostings from the Field hova alao baen faldy
heavy. During the pericd besginning on July l4th and eénding on
Auguet lst = statistice are not availlable rrior to 1l4th July =
151,450 lettars, 9,000 newspurers, 2,000 packete - total
152,450 articl=s, 2ll clean poetings, rassed through this of=
| fice, Thi®e does not, of course, inocl.uda registered articles
| and rarcels whioh numbered 1345 und 217 resSpectively for the
' Same periods=a grand total of 164,012 items,
| The magazine papsr "Kia Ora-Coose", which ie somg=
\ | t ing on the lines of the "An ae Bulletin®, rublished for the
benafit of the Australian and New Zealand Troops in the B.E.F,
has b2en the cause of not only inereasing the volume of locasl
and crosz yoetings, but also the clean rostinge to Australia,
;mra 18 n raprosentative of the paprer with sach unit in the
ield whe pﬂll;l coriaes of ths paper to subssribereé who ara ale
| #ant from the unit, in hospital or elsewhere, 8Bome of the
! | men have left a standing order for copias to be posted direct
) from the Editor's Office to friends outside Egypt and thaese
; copied® ¢irculante through thie office, Of the last issue about
1500 cories wera raceived in this way. -

In drawing up my establishment for “gvrt in my letter
of tha 26th Warch last, I made provieion for a staff of 7 ¥, 0, 0e.
and 27 privates, whioh was cutting the staff down to the vary
lowast, This numbar would have heen adeqguate but for the facts

gat out
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sat out above, also had it been poseidble to anccurately
the volume of work inm the different sections brought about
by th2 introduction of the many new Schame® and the increase
in the vostal traffic. In order to corg with the work and
to enable the malls to be claared a® quickly as poesible after
their arrival from Australia, I have baen compelled to teme
porarily attach four or rfive men to the staff at the Base Post
Office, Thare ha® sl80 been a grsater rrovortion of men in
. the Fiaeld Post Of fices avacuated to hoSpital, whom I have baen
compallad to repl.uce fom my 8taff hare, Taking all thsse
f fagts into consideration, and, should tha work continue to
inoresase or aven to remain a® at present, I will be compelled
to abk for an inorsase in ths estab¥ishmont for this Buse, in
order to kee; the work up=to-date. At prosent the running of
the mails againet the cards i8 taking rathar longer than I |
think desirable in order to prevent complaints, und I am very
anxious to avoid these,
Two men are rractically loet to our working staff.,
One on Q.M.8,dutine, also attending to stores, Btationery
ate., and the other On massb ordﬂrﬁdl duty Ihiﬁh occuypiag the
best portion of the daye. |
Up to the present, it has been the pructice to run
newSpaper® against the oards, dut this is being discontinued
: 48 the work 18 t0o heavy and paper® ars not alphabatically
! sortad, but simrly bagged indisceriminately and have to be
sorted here. I do not think the running of papers 18 ware
ranted, and, a8 we have had one or two complaints regarding the
dslay {n desratohing them to the Fisld, it was thought ade '
visasble to 8and them out as address'd, The Gommandant,
A, I.F, Headquarters, Cairo, has written you re this and other
matters which have desen brought to his notice = 8e2 his lstter
No., 25522 of 31t July.

ACCOMMODATION., The building occurizd by the Australisn Base Yost
cffice is a wooden one, voofad over with matting and falt, a
low roof, =2nd at the yresent -ariod the heat i8 intense, the
sun bﬂat.ing down on the heads of the men, making it almost
im-ossibla to kee; workinge The temperature has beon known
to resch a8 high a8 120 degrees in this building. W¥en can-
not work such long hours in this country u® in a coolsr cli-
mate, and thie fact should be considerad whean judging the re-
quirements as ragards staff, The staff live in tents, four
or five to a2 bell tent, The N.C,08, have a vary good mess
hut and the privates also have a But to take their meals in,
All are fairly confortible, or at loast as comfortable oS
it is possible to be under the circumsiances,

- Owing to our maile at times h .wing basn ovarcarried

‘ to Port-8aid instead of being off-loaded at Port Tewfik, thera-
bycasing very considerable delay and ®Some axyense, also for
other reasons, I Suggested that the Base Yost Of ice should
be removed to Port Tewfig, a® all Australian Mails are loaded
and unloasded at that porte At a conferencd held at A,I.F,
Headouarters, Cairo it was decided by the Commandant, D, A, 7.8
and D.D.P.8,, B, R, F,, 4nd the D, A.C,N,G., that the Base should
remain st Kantara, although I #a8 8till of the opinion that
it should be shifted,

¢
]

BECORIE. The work of this sogtion, a8 in most of the s ctions
ha® inoreased considerably during the last thrse or four monthe
& for thae following raasonS. |

d 1. The orening uy; of"Returned to Australia® ete. parvcels

REDIBECTION . . and tha forwarding of rersonal articles to the senders

in Australia or elsawhere.

| . e
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2. The invease in the numbsr of personal advicas of change
of adiress consequent upon the publicity given this matter,
and the acknowledgament of Bama. |

3« The Atabandment of the Imparial Cumel Corps = Australian
anits = and the recording of transfers in comnaction with
B ams. :

4. The large number of entries to de made in connection with
casaalties and B8iokness which have been very much above
the avarajze.

6, Rafersnce to nominal roll of the A.1.¥. in Rgypt for log-
ation of addresseas whosSe mall matter is incorrectly or
{nsuf "iciently addresssd = without regimental numbers e%c .=

This saves delay and reference to 5rd RMohelon, A I.F,
Cairo.
5. The keaping of statieties a& per attachd statemsnts,
7., The peording of information from A F.B.213.

The @.rd Index Bystem is workinz Splandidly and the
information recorded tharein is kept wall up=-to-date. It is
veing recognisad that this new system is certainly a great ime
provement on the old one, and men in ho®pital, details stc.,
get their muil ad early a8 those with the u-its, which wnr-not
the oase under the old system. Tha work of ksaeping the record®
and the radirsction of mail is 2ll carried out by tha fame
staff of men., 1 have instdtuted the syetem of numerically 80rte
ing the letters pricr 1o running them againet the racords. Fore
marly, it wae the prn-tice to Simply gort alphabotieslly before
punning ths mall which mesnt that, if there ware 20 letters in
the "Be® for one man, they would not negessarily bs allrg§o-
gether and porhaps rafarence ~ould have to be made to the cards
a8 many a8 20 time, and a8 many lattare redirected for ihe
same man, to 8ay nothing of the fact that the addressee might
get one letter %to=day and the dalance in drids and drabs, which
~as the causSe of complaint. tnder the new 8- 8tem the letlers
ava sorted into the Ssume order as the eard gabinets viz. into
regimantal numbers alphabetic.lly, aonsaequently all addresseaes
racaive their lett:ra togsther and oniv one refeve’os is made
Lo the cards for his location. If thare are mora than three
1ettare for one man they are enclosad in a redirection amvalone
A certain amount of time is, of course, 108% in sorting into
numerieal order, but it is ~icked up later in the saving in
r3farence to carde and in redirsction work, This system is
working very wall,

f am informed by the D, 4. D, A P.8., Desert Hountad
Cory® that shore 18 a groat improvemsnt in the mails being rée
ceived in the Fisld, the last big mail exX "Pakeha® being the
pest handled of any. This was the first mail treated under
the new system and, althousgh the men were new to the number
aorting and bruﬂtm% ur inte thousands, then into hundreds prior
to rutting egainst the garde, they gained cver nine hours on
the pravious mailnofwithetanding the T ot that thie mail = 8
bégzer by 20 full bags of lettars. ._

a8 mlready stated, there has baen = hig increase in
the nurbay of perscnal advioes re ghange of addrese in the
last two or thrae monthe, Puring the months of June and
July we receivad 755 and 1237 raspectively.

In this 8sction the work is going on well and the
st £f aras taoking a graat interest in their work, At first
the new Schames ware not in Tavour, but they now 8898 the
valke of them and db all they can to further tham.

The work in this saction is also pregeeding vary

DARCHEL, satisfsetorily. On recei ¢ of the last Australian mail, it
waz obsarved that many of the 8asks, also the contants o!' & ama

had Dasan
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hai baen aaten by rats during ths vovage. The aidresssaes
hava been adviessd seoordinglye Cwing to sickness and cab=-
ualties, we have nd a large number of parcels raturnad from
the ¥ield, From the let and ”nd sustrtalian Light Horea Bri-
gades 12 bage were raturned within seven dave, This was in
no way due to faulty records, |
In accordance with your instructions, rurcels for
addireagecas of whom we hove no truce in the E.!i‘. ars bing for-
warded to the i.B.P.0,, London for t-ial, During the month
of July = since tha {szsua of the instruction - §1 rarcele have
baan forwnrded.
A9 will be Saen on refersnce to the raports bHy the
‘DA DA P8, and the Australiaen Divisional Supervisors, peve
aonal signatures are dohg obtained from addre®sseee of rarcele,
and in very fow casas ie it found to e impracticabls to obtain
this recei te The same troubls wae axnerienced as in France
\ 4 first, but after 2xplaining the eystem and the advanfages
e to b2 gninad to the 08,0, and 7ost Crdeariiss « the latter
being alse an imrortant f.oter to ths success or otherwise of
the avetem = tha trouble, aftar a time cenérd, and in marly
avary case the alddrassce's signature iB obtained,

RECISTRATION During the monthe of June an! July 8,009 registered
artieles wers regceived from various sources, and 7,879 des-
SECTION.. ratehed from this offfices, One %W.0,0, attsands to thie work
ineluding the loeation, redirection and listing of all reg=

isterad iteme handled in this base, Bo far, we have had
no eomrlaints ragarding lo8s or tamparing with any ragisterad

“tiﬂlﬂ'- ;

If the AuStralian Base Tost Of’ice, London would
sort all registered articles into alvhabatic 1 order and list
in duplicate, it would assist us considerably, For example
14 lists were racalvad in the last mail from the A B,P.O,

e not in alphabatical order - and this msant that exch Racord
Cleyk had %0 handle 14 diffsrent liests instend of ona, )5 o

listed alrhabeticoally, a liet could be handed eimultanaocusly

to oach Record Clerk #nd o 8ave: time and unnecessary passing
of the 1lists fram one 10 anothar.

Durinzg the month of July only one ragistered item
had to be referred to jrd Bghslon for loc:tion and four ree
turned to %ender, the tter being addressad to man re orted
killed end micsinge.

MAIL _BOOM In thie combined ssgticn an-e amployed one N,C.0, and
8orting, & privetes normally, dbut on ar:ival of an Australion Mall, the

Dasratching stuff 18 reducsd to one N,C,0, and one or two yprivites, the

Tranéport, rast of the staff veing renuired for dnty in sonnection with

the handling of the Australian Mail., This is rractically ‘the
syS8tem of working throughout ths A,8,7.0, Whichaver Baction
i8 slacket lends staff to the 8a20tion which renuires assie-
tance,

One man i® eontinually amrloyed on Btation Dutiae
and one on desratehing, ladbelling, ¢ esoking ete. This is
of sourse .t rormal time8, when no AusStral ian mall in on

hand,

It has hesn noticed that a 2 eat amount of mis-
sorting ie occurring in the mails from Austrada, Mail for
unite in U, K. and Franee 18 beoing ®ant hoare, and I have racei ed
compl ‘ints th.t mail matter plalinly addressscd to Bgvrt, is baing
forwarded to U, X, from whence it is raturnad to this of "ice
after much delay. The Australian Base Yost O7fioce, London
do not back=-8taump such mail, and I shall be glad if arran
ments could bd made for this ¢t e done se that in case ane
quiry after delivsry t¢ the aldrasses, we shall be -ble to -ive

the reason
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the reason for delay. In one mail from Australia we collected
no leds than 15 bBago of mail matler which hal bsen mis«=sent to
Bgyot, although risinliy addresesed to units in FPrance snd U X,
The @ommandant, A,IL.¥F. Headquarters, Cairo has written to you reo
this also regarding the astowing of maile on board ship,

The work here is also inereasing, the cause being ute
triduted to the influx of mails from Auetralia, ¥Pronce and UK.,
local pooting® in Bgv:t and in the Field.

Up to sbout ten doy® ago it was the practics for the
Civil Poet Of"ice to send all their malis from Cuiro, Alexandria,
8to., for Austrulia to this office for 1esrateh with the military
mails, There was apprarently no necetsity for this, and, as it
crowded ue® out here, and meant a greatl & of hrmd].{ng and tran@e -
port, I have arresngad for 1t to ciroulste in futuras to Tort Tewlik
British Army Poet Office to await a tranepors,

i

JEAD LETTER An alraady stated, parcels for men raturned to Australi
' are being opsned up and the contents distridvuked through the Ause
& tralian Comforts Fund., in many of ths parcels opened, rhotos,

oards and othar articlea of sentimental or intrinsie value are
PARCEL B20T, found and roturned to tha Sanders, This csuBses® much work, as
each has to be accompanied By a memorandum and rarticularse kent
for raference, if requirsd, and, with a limited staff, all counts
The Field Toat Office resgords are also kept in this
Section and all ssurching and tacing 4one by the N,C0.0, in chagg-
Arrangamant® hav: desn made for allmail addressed to ¥
mombars of thd A.I.F. rsvorted "Priscner of Wur® to ciroulate direct
to the A.B.P.0., London in=tead of to tha British Army Toat Office
Port Caid, which was the practice rrior to my taking over control,
This 18 . very bhusy Sssotion as thara 18 1l80 an enquiry
window therein, at which numercus snquiries ars made by men rassing
through Kantara on lsave otg., and,as there is only 1 ¥.0.0., and 1
private to do the whole of the work, they are kept very busy und hye

long hours,
Etatistie® in reg w4 £2 all undelivarible, 3rd. Felhelon,

and Prieonsy of War mail 43 kept, also all parcels for men who
are raported killed, missing, or raturned to Australia are opaned up
in this section. .

NERET .PERE Thare 18 no partioular sactim for thie class of mail att®
The work in connection with these ie bdeing currisd out in the mail
& room snd handled by the came 8aff which sorte the lattars and who

ara irmad on to the rape's as scon a8 tha other mail matter io

20KETE. | cleared. |
' | M papers are received without wrarpars or aidrees mnd
theme ars handed ovar to the Australisn Hoar?t-ls and Y. V.0, A Huts.

STARE., The H,C08, and man, including thoda attno™ed, are of a
good stsmp and work willingly and well. 20 oy thar2s has 92en
ne trouble, no dleseiplinary cases, and cach man ppprear® to take a
k29n intare@t in hi® worke I have four or fime "B” class men

| on P#ial and, as they besome proficient and suit.ble, they ars tranbe
ferved to thae Tostal Qorps =nd an "A" class man marched ouvte The
work baing very sirsnuous in this of 7iee, it is noceesary Lo keep a
few "A" clu®s men for the heaviar work, as "BY glaes man can ot
stand 1t in this hot climate, A numbar of "B* glzes men are om=
rloyed in the Fleld as Wallguards, snd are attached Lo the Divise

ionary Btationary A.P.08., These men, if found suit ble for the
Base Post Office, after .Dbout two or three months in the ¥iald, are

sent dowvm on irial, and, if thay prova to ba good mg ars rae
commanded for vunsfor to the Postul Coyps, another "B" clas® man

being Sent from Detalls to rerlace him a8 Mallguard. In this way
wa gat men who have been tried in the Field « thay viek ur o fair
amount of roat 1 knowlaedge by baing uwtt shed to our Divisional

dtationary
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Stationary 0ffices = and after o further trial in the Base yprove
much more udeful thun a man estraight from Datails, who hes to
be kept on trial at the Base for pyerhaps two monthe.

o eopy of our A.F.,B.213 18 being forw.ried to you
waskly for your informatiofh.

I rogret to say that I hava lost twe of ny best N,C.08,
who have been aceepted for transfer to the A.¥.C,, C.B.M,, C.L.
Dowme and 8/8gt. T.C. Inches, both of whom have had charge of this

- . 1 t &
{5 -ngmn%ﬁlrﬁ%ﬁtﬁnﬁpﬁmtuﬁﬁy"gr Masling Ta S ome posa "D fl0d
for the A.I.F, as well as obtaining some advaneement, which they

deserve., I am sure they will be a eredit to whatsvar unit they
are attached,

EBAINING The ¥.P.0, at thie camp wa® in charge of §/8gt. Stoltze
CENTRE but i® now temporarily in charge of Cpl. Hancoclk owing to the
DASC R transfer of Stoltaze to replece C.&.M. Downe at the Austrslian

Mountsd Division, as Divisional Surervisor.

Everything is going well at this of fice, and no come
vlaints have been eceived from that centre.

In conelusion, I wish to0 assure you that the Australian
Army Pootasl Service in Bgypt 18 running very #moothly, few com=
rlaints, none of » Berious rature, and of those received, rare-
gy'ﬂm the fult be attributed to the Australian Army Postal Corrs.

Lieut. Co, Warren, D.A.P.8., E,BR.F., at a confearencae
at A.I.F, mm?u-arhr! on ths 318t July, in the presenceof the
Commandant, A.I.F., the D.A.Q.i.G. and the D.D.P.E., ¥.%.F. and
myself, said that he had visited nearly all the Australian fore
mation® in the Field and had heard no complainte from any of
them, and the services wero runring very smoothly. This is
alse confirmed bty the D.A.D,A.P.8., Desert Mounted Corrs and

the Divisional Surervisors in their raporte, eo ies of which are
attached harato.

The work both in the Field and in the Base is vary 8atis-
factory indeed, eSpecially in view of the faet Lhat nany new
8cheme® have been introduced during the last four or five months,
wvEh thich the staff were not adquainted, but I am rleased to Say

that they did not take very long to get inte the running, and now
we have a srvice that bids fair to be a credit to the A..i.l'.

Vorking Sstatements of the Australian Ba-e Army Post
Office, also detalled statemant ® in oon-sction with the AnRS =~
;ra-liaT mail® regeived at this office are attasched for your ine
ormation,.

Cartain
B-ﬁ.ﬁ.?.ﬁ;. ﬂiIl'i' in !?ﬂ'ptl'
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Time und dete of arrivalat Port Taufie 0530 4,7.18

Time wnd dzute of Jdosarture from » 1030 4.7 18
Time and date of arrivael at Port &sid 05350 5e7 28
Unlouzding eomprlatad by party from 8.2,.3 1445 54718
Lettar rortion of mall forwarded yer T.A.C. 1810 5738
Parcels und Hewsyanper® rner midnight Coocds 5¢718
Letiere 111, Pepers 208, Purcele 792
Tctal 1309
Sorting Completad. Letters 1200 94718
.PH}'!‘E ré & Tkts. 2 100 16 -7-1!:1
Parcels 1500 14.7.18
Off, of Origin Teep,.No, Date Average Date® of Posting Ne. of Bags.
- . Lie -P]]. els,
Brisbane 9 :‘5;5-13 22.4.10 to 21"}.5:18 30 b2 95
Sydney .14 27.5.18 29.4.18 to 27.5.18 31 205 344
Maelbourne 12 23.5.18 26,4.18 to 23.5.18 32 7 am
do sup.l? 22.5.18 23.5.,18 to 25,.5,.18 ) -
Adddaide 13 21.,5.,18 30,4.18 to 21,5,18 12 100 139
Perth 1{ 20,5.18 7.5.18 to 20.5.18 g 2 -
Lauficestion - 20.5.,18 24.4.18 to 20.5.18 « 5 -
Hobart 12 1?15#13 24-14118 to 17.5 18 1 5
- Tﬂm-- —‘J.LM
Brisbune 120
Sydney 429
Malbourne 272
. Adelaide 44
Tarth Zg
Launcaston
Total _200

BEMARKE.,

This mail was ovarcarri - d to Port fFaid owing to the N,C,0,
i/o of 8.2.24, ort Taufic not being informed in time of the arrival
of the boat a% Port Taufic,

Letter Bille rerorted se miesing from Perth for Desypatohed
10 and 11 ex "Port Darwin® reeeived e¢x "Pakeha

on adviee from the D.P.M.G., Evdney desp-tehes for 1918
have now bean ultered to read ae¢ from 1 t¢ 14, Despatches 59 to 67
have been altered socordinglye.
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STATRMENT OF MELS HANIIED AT A.B.P.0., §.2.3, 5.B,F,

ax H LT _® SUILTSHIRE
Time and date of arrival at Port Taufie 0630 17.748
Ship Boarded by staff from 8.7, 10,30 17 7.18
Unlcading Complated 1400 1‘7-?.1
letter portion of the mail forwarded By truain on lz ;.1
?moll and Ne®@ypapars per rerishable goods

umber of Dage sceived, Latters 83 Iﬁﬂing umplataﬁ 1200 20.7.18
e - . Pupers 368 1200 26.7.1

Purcels 335 " » 2100 23,7.18

Daxtdoulaxs of dazratoh.

fo of Orig. JNo., Date Avarage dates of poSting No of bags
4 - 5 1 64641 L;; % ?1’

ab 10 p 8 2545 tﬂ oD

gy 15 3'3:1 9.2 23 24 102 15
Melbourne 13 o518 2;- .18 tn 6 2% 1756 10
Adelalids 14 5-6113 518 L0 5, -1 5% 3
Parth 14 }1.5.18 ae.s.m %0 31,5.18 2 | GRS
Launces ton 12 31.5.18 -u.s-l $0 351.,5,18 | g o

1 1.5.18 to 31.5.,18 __51_1,9_.»
ppeswes A i : B3 385 335

Brisbane 47
8ydney 172
Helbourne |
Adalaids 12
Yarth 18
Laune *aton 4
Hobort — -

RISTER

The four hours delsy betwesn the arrival and the boarding
of the boat by the unloading party was dus %0 the fact that immodiate
information gould not be received a2 to whether the boat would ahohor
in mideatream or berth =2t the whart,

Deeratehee 13 and 14 from Hobart are outstanding but it
is xreeted they will arrive in the next Austiralian MNail,
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MONTHLY REPORT ON A,I.F. POSTAL SERVICES INTHE FIELDe June 1918

- PR e e e e e .. - e S e - e S L e - -

The month has besn e¢omparatively uneventful 8¢ far a8 work in the
Pield ia concernsd., The normal reliefs from the Jericho area 0O
Solomons Poole - Some five mile® behone Bethlehem on the Jerus-
wlem = JHebron Hoad = have baen carried out without incldent and no
diffioulty hae bean oxparien ed at any roint,
Oonly ona Australian Mail was deaslt with during the wmonth, and I am
gled to 9tute that there wad a marked improvament inm the asourely
of ths sorting com,arzd with previous mail? deelt with under the
New Card Index Systeme, Thars 18 8till = sabatantial dslay, howaver,
between the time the mail arrives sl tie Base A P.C., and the Uime
gorrespondence reacnad@ the Fiald, but no doubt thie defent will B
remedled as the stail at the Base P.0. beccme morz assustomed O
handling mail uader the now gondltiona.
Regurding the parcel listing ®yetem, 1t would appear that many
AuStralian Unite served through British Offices are not aonE ving
with the instructioms to return all parcel lists direct to &.7.3
Particulars regarding a large numbder of ouiBtanding liets have been
recaiyved from 8.%.3%, and enquiry 18 Paing mads into the matter.
In the Desert Mounted Corps area, novever thie question is at
cresent rather complicated oy rsason of the faet that, owing to
froquent movements of troo 8, units in mamy cased are rarved

altarnately by British and A, I,F_Offices avery faw waske, Probably
contiderable {mmamnt in this respect will b2 effectad, wwever,

when the Suggestsd wo additional ALI.F, of fices in the Australian
Mouried Division are installed, in rlacs of the pradent British
o'rfiﬂ..' D.M £ and §Yn
There have been several changes in staff during the month., Th ree
of the "B" cliasc men attaghed for amrog duties viz., 8hine, Lathby,
and Yalker have been transferred to the ostal Corpe, Cpl., Hagom '° '
W. nas baen returned £o regimantal duty and replaced by Ip¥ (now
Cpl) Bluke, the latter v2ing peplaced Tpr. Rutherford “rom £25.
8o :nlion and ¥Wines havs been dmitted to hosyital and reylasd by

Shine and Farcuahr recpectively.
The 'selth of the staf® has, considering the conditions undr which

they are working, been surprisingly good and despite a falr amount
of enemy ®holl fire and aeroplane bombing, not a gingle cattalty

had p3ulied.

(834) G. Nichol
Captain R.E,

Di-ﬁ-h Dl An?
TRSERT HOUNED CONRE .
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WMONTHLY REVORT UPON A,I.F, POSTAL £HRVICRE IN
JBIRRT MOUNTED CORPE AR®A - JULY 1918

bl I e p————— S . s e e O S -

There 18 little of imyortance to recerd for the month under
review, ‘he utual moveronts in and out of Reet, Reserve and Fore

ward Areas wers mst without difficulty, and the work, on the whole
has bean smoothly and Satisfactorily earrisd out,

™Wo Australian Ma'l® were dealt with during the month, The
improvements in sorting, mentioned in my et ravort, ha® been maintaine
ed, but the time taken for the msil to reasch the Field was sbout

the sume,

C.E M, Down= left on July 20th,, transferrad to the Alr Force,
and his place as Bupervisor, Auetrulian Mounted Division was taken
by 8/Egt. Stoltze, who arrived 5 days later.

Corporals Weeks (L.H,3) and Nesbitt (L.H.4) and Trooper
Farquhayr (L,H.2) veres evacuated to Hospital with vlu:la durin
the month, and their place® ware filled by Tpr. (A/Cpl) Htagigbml,
bﬂ.#} Ipr. Cole (D.M.1) and Tpr. Ehine (5.2, 3) reByectively.
Cpi. Fitagibbon® was replaced at L,H.4 by Trooper Btrange( £,32,3)
and Tpr. Cole's place at D.M,1 1s 8till vaflant.

On account of disagreements betwesn 8/Sgt. Nicholle and Ter.
Jamee ( both of D, M.1)., the latter was ¢hanged over with Tpr. Cole
(8.2.41), I am awaiting reporte on both men befors making the

transfer permanent.

The quastion of obtaining parsonzl eign=tures for yarcals
and the reconciliation of purcel liste ie still iving soma trouble,
tn account of the detached disposition of many unit®, and of the
very frequent movemante of othars. Howevar, I think everything
poegible i® being done to mintédin a eontinuous reaord.,

I am glad to 8ay that the weuther conditions in the JORDON

VALLZY have improved of late, the maximum shade temperature not
having xceeded 105 degrees for the past fortnight, Howover, as the

mean Werage daily temrerature is still over 93 degrees, and the dust
8torm8 are fraquent and violent, it will be arrreeiat d that F.7,0s,

in thut area are still working under arduous conditions, afpecially
A% a8 convoy work varies from 12 to 18 miles dnily,

: Woekly syorte from the Divisional Supervi®ors are enclosed.
The marked portions of C,5.M, Downe's rerort of July 14 have been
tuken up in Separate papars,

(82d4) J.¥ichol,

H. D, M. ﬁ. aﬂ-!tniﬂ R.I.
alﬁ‘.is D.A-ntﬁ.r'.ﬂ..
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Humber of bage roceived from Australis., Letters 87
DPapers & Pkte, 317

Pargels
Total
Numbsr of bag? despatehed to Auviralia Leiters ato, 1&
Parcels
X 73 of thees vuse fuiled embarkation total 161 X
et Bu2z owing to rough weather. Thede
gomrrise des-atobas Fo. 51,92,& $3,
Number of Local Beze recaived 21
Fumbnr of looal baze Desspatehed 2054
Jumber of bast receivad from A,B,P.0, 295
Nuwber of bags adspatched to A, B.,..0, 35
STATISTICE ., Registered items from Auetrelis 514
?ﬂ:‘;lt H?ii.ltmaiwa from 2ustraliz 1
ar 0L i2titers regeived end -ut sguinst Card Index
< Numbesr of letters girculated ae sddrosesd gg:ggg
of item® redirected = inohding those forwarded to D,L,0, 33,250
IR AT
of items yeoeived from Cards 4,550
of item® put into ctoculation 520
of item® returned to Sanders and Australia 2,78
* of items 3ubmittad to jrd Eonelon 3,249
of items on hand 30th June 1918 1,000
of parcels opened up and Torwarded to Aust. C. Tund 164
RECISTRATIONS o
':uhcr g ium rag¢eived 514
umber ten® addressad correctly and forwarded
Number of itewms radirsoted ;g
Number of items returned to Sender 2
Number of items submitted to 3rd Eohelon 1
_ of als rapaived
Fumber of ?tm eirculatoedas addressed 3:3§
r of item® redirected 1,976
of items8 agein refarred to oards 35

of newspapers raceived
forwarded as addressed

redirected
unable to trece ( address miscing) 15%8

of packets received _ 1775
forwarded =8 addressed 13
redirected L’
Submitted to 5rd Behelon 17
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The sgzregat2 time oecupiesd fer the sorting and dieposal of the
Australian maill wae 100 hours,

Huei siditionsl work i8 being occadioned by the issus of a new
paper for the woord "Kia Ora =Coose". Large numbars of the
megazine are baing roceived for des aten to Australia, and an increade
in the numbeyr i bnre forwerded %o Australia will be ob@asrved in
consaquance.

Mails from Austrslias are al®o increa®ing in #ize and naturslly
the tima oncuried in sorting the mails is on the increase,

CLAEE .
Chunges in the staff during the month are as followsie

Yarehed in. 1715 Pte, Strange J.W., I.C.C, from Moasoay
76 Pte, Bhine L.T, 1.0.0, from D,A.D. AF.8,, D.M.C.
3421 Tpr. Foreter G, I, 10th AL, H. f:crm Houseny

1432 I/e Carter R,H. 32d A L.H, *
1285 Tpr Josephs ¥, V., ao o "
5133 Tor. Sweenay Q. 6th AL H, _° »
31 Tor. Hichoison 8. 2nd A L. H, » .
221; Trr « Baid J.A. do » hd
5510 Tpre Waldenbaon P. 3rd AL, H, » .
2885 Tpre. Walker J,A. «CeCo ’ DM, C,
2359 Tpr. Lathby | do . "
1-16‘ ’sti ﬁruﬂkﬂ $|ﬂr &A.-Pcc; " AQI-P- Hﬂ.-ﬂl‘.
Marohed out. L1345 Tpr. Wobd 3. 6th A.L.H. %0 Moascar
| 1315 Tyr. :;!:wnn A;I.. g hda P : :
il T ave We t Ho dee g
gé ;Er. uﬂ;‘: c.G., dao . » .
Tpre. Quire N, ird AL H, to P,7.0.,T.M.1
262% Tpr, Bond A, 10th A.L.H, to Moasoar
%li Tor. Rutherford R.E. A.A.P,C, t0 AP,C, ,8,2,41
25675 Tpr. 8hine L.Z. I.C.C. to P.P.0., L.H.2

our other ranks were marehed in for Aliphabatical sorting on the
+6.18 and ware marched out onthe 13th alt. .
Captain A . W.Ro80 arvived at AB...0., 8,4, on ths 254618 and too"
up duties as IDA.P.8., A I.F, in Bgypte | ‘
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Number of bages received frum Auetralia Lettors 194
Parars & Tkte,774
Parcels
1767
Number of bage despatehed to Austr lia Letters ete. 186

Parcels

<%
Number of looal bage received 1324
Vumbey of local bags deepatcohed 1
Fumber of bass rnﬂui‘nd rom A.B.?.0, 213
Yumber of bags desyatehed to AB.T.0,

E" w or mailes receivad from Australia 2

Number of letters raceived and run against card index 230,000
Itom® circulated as ad dressed 1g.m
Items redirected, inﬂljdinﬂ those forwarded to D, L.O,
XX Logal clean pmungi received and despatohed to Aultra.ll; Ltls; ;gg
T8 ’
XX Thete statistics are only taken from the pkts. 2,00C
1‘-?-1& to the 51-7-13 f1.0+ 17 daye,
jteme on hand at 1.7.18 1,000
ftems received from all sources B 157
fitem® put into cireulation
itams rnumﬂ to sender and Australia g
items submitted to 3rd Echelon 1 d-‘l

itemsn on hand on 318t July

pareels orpened md furwarhd ta Au:. Gmrarta rund 195
Fﬁ.ukﬁtﬂ -

changé of uddreed fnrml rwaiwd nt. snquiry of mi lzg
rersonal change of addresse: reeelived 1,

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

BEGISIRATIONE . |

of articles on hand l.7.18 1.53
of jtems received locally

of item® received from Australia 1.2;3
of items received from AB.P.0, 1
of items received from ¥ . P.08, in Egypt 2,909
of {iteme @espatched locally - 40
of itome deepuatched to Auetralia 2,565
of items des;atohed to London A7
of items desputchead to F.P.0s. in Rgyrt 3,180

Total number of articles received (exlusive of balance on hand 4,279
Toti numbar of articles: despatohed

Total number of atricles on hand 3let July 1918 130

Articles receivad from Australia were dispoSed of as fullml-
Number of articlee received go
Numbar of iteme addresgsed correcily and forwarded | 2 3
Itame received and pdirescted 5
Items returned to Sender

Items submitted to 3rd Bohalon
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P.A.D.A.P. 8,
D.M,.C,

In accordanee with your memo ¥N. 36 dated 747418, 1 nave
t0 reyort the following results of my inspeotion of the working
of Postal Orderlioes in thie Divieion during week ending the
13th inet,

The units visited and inspected are No. 3 Agltralim
Ariline Seetion on $.7.18, 38th Coy A.A.8.C. and No. O A ZI.7.
Cantsen on 9.7.18, "D® troop 18t 7.8,.Enginesrs 10,7418, Hoode
Euarters Australian Mounted Division 11.7.18 and 8th Sanitary

action, Austr.lian "ack Wirrless action, Headguarters Ause

tralian Mounted Divieional Train, 35th Coy. A.A4.8,C, and A I, T,
Cable Sesotion on 13th.7.18
| The 708t Orderlies of the 3rd AuBiralian Ariline faetion
o AuStrijian DPack Wirasless, "D" Troop let F.8,%,, Headquartare
AuStirnlian Hounted Division, Headquarters Austrslisn Hounted Dive
isional Train and 35th Cov A A.0.C. me very satisfactory snd all
thoroughly converssnt with the naturs of their duries, -

The working of the Post Orderly of the zm Coye A.A.B,C, -
has not bosn very safidsfactory., Piror to my visit and since this .y
unit has beon ee2rved through 5Y, it has ba:n the eustom for all
Registerad Items to be callsd and 8igned for at the ¥.7.0. by the
addrecssd@s, The last entry in 2,08, Sirnsture Receipt Book was
made on 12.10,17 = book op2ned 1.,10.17, The present ¥.C.0, $/6 Y
e¢annol Btate whefer such ha® alway® been the Priogaedure while the une
it was Berved through that office, but ae 38th Coy. A.A.£.C. has
been 8drved through other of fice® tham 5Y, it is thought that
more entries Should appear in the beok than atually do., For
indtance D.M.2 9erved this unit from 9.1.18 to 19.4,18 and L. M. 4
from 17.5.18 to 26.6.18, The ¥.€.0, i/c D.M.2 definitsly ¥
State® that any registered items delivered by that of fice would
not be sgned for by the addressees, but listed out and delivered
to the Post Orderlys Perhape the N,.C,0,i/¢ L.H.4 can furnish
particulars of asny item® deliversd by his of fice and how same ware |
8igned for. The present Post Ordu{y has-been inBructed a8 to ¢
the correct mathod of dealing with Loth Ragisterad Mail and Pape
cel mail, .

Complaint w: made by the W.0, 6 No. 8 A.I.F. Canteen
attached to jrd AL.H,Bde. re delay in delivery of mail mattery
for the gaff, owing to same being handed over at 8.%2.3 to the
Kantura representative of th: A, I.F. Canteen. Same was reported
to you on the 1llth inet. by memo D53/18 refaers. |
_ The Post O-derly of AI.¥, Cable Section was found not
to be in possecsion of » Post Orderly's Receirt Book for Rogise
tered articles, He etates® that Bueh was never issued to the
unite ALl iteme have been 8igned for on Registered List 1ssued
with them by the delivering of “ice and o-me retutned to office
of origin as soon a® comrleted,

The regular Poet Orderly of the 8th Sanitary Bection
is at present on leave, and the temporary Orderly was neither
given any éfinite inStructions as to his duties nor handed the

06158
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ity WEEKLY REPORT TC D.A.D.A,P.E,, JSERT MOUNTSD CORTS,
Tl lath 1910,

8inea taking up Autiee as Divisiocnal Surarvisor, Anzage
Mounted Division, I have raricdically inspacted the work of all
Poat Orderlins and have from time to time visited the Hesdquurters
of practicnally evary unit and have regejved no complainte of any
importance. . A
Ths naw Parcel Post Systom 18 working vary antisfactorily
Somes of the post crdarlies, at firsi, were inelined to be a little
lex but =ll sre novw working wall snd using every effort to obtain
individual signatures for parcels.

In reconciling parcel liets fng thae month of ¥May at the

._ 1&:1;? offloes, I tock out a rough graPhk Showing the numbar of
ranky 4 Taturns and the numbor of individaal @i
% that out of the parcels raceived at DL+, |
e raturned and arproximately 98¢ of ind vidual i
tained. Of the parcels rsceived at L.H.1 and L, H,2 approximately
144 wers returned and tz?z of individual Signaturee obtained. |
Puring May €.0. of the 6th A L.H, gave the Tost 2mrg
ly written suthority to ®ign for parcele for personiel of the Oth |
i.1.H, while they were in thas front line, ad w considered 1t wus
not practicuble to get the individual signatures, Ths m&q
givan to the poet ordsrly hae bean eent in with the inward pavres.
‘iste for Muy. The parcels thus delivered 215 « have been
- clagsed a® individual signatures ia the asvorage glvem. ‘ e
"7 wave regoneilad varcels liste for Jume and woltld sstimate
that even battey resulte have daon chtaired, |
At yresent it ig rather 4iffiocult to obtaln the ypereonal
signaturses for rarcels for the uniteé in the front line, as the men
are moetly divided in different roBition, some with the horses, and
ona mandron in one plsce and ons in ah®bhe , mails
can only be got up to thom with 4he rations % n!%’m- Ne
1983, the o8t ordarli»8 are getting individuel signaturaes
avery inttanee. Tn ths caas of the let end jrd A L.H, Regimen
authorisy was given th the nost ardarlies by C.8.3, Dowme when
they Tirst arrived ab Tarisho from Colomean's T'ools TO hand paYcels
orar t0 and obtain the signatures of the Bquadron Q.}.8. for man
who wers in the fr-ont line and who were diffigult to gat ate
During the past wiok all ¥,P,08¢ have Daon 'ﬂl!.-t.di and
most of tha post ordnriies interviswsed and everything is apparents=
ly working wall, Ths rasent Australian Mail now efming to 0 |
i® being deliversd to the unite with ths lsast possible delay. -
Alsc & decidad imppevemant in the sortin. of mailes at the AB.7,0
Kantasra 18 pnoticesble, although & folv quantity of mail matter ie°
being returnsd owing to tha largs nusbor of men baing avacuated

'ick ﬂtﬁ'ﬁi|

14,718 (Bgd) Y. ﬂmzna
v 8o e
postal Supervisor Anzac Division
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