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"Ref: Noo. / / Austrolian Base Post Office,

e KANTARA,
th Deoembar 1218,

De bpt'at »
= A I.F¥. Hondquarters,
] TONDON .

‘Horewlth -g monthly report on the working of the Australe
fan Army Tostal Serviees in tm HB.F, for the month of Novembeyr

1918,

The month of November hus boen a vi:ry aventful ons « the
Afmistios with Austria being aigned on the 4th and with G-u-uw on &
the 11 and,as fur as ve are cunearned roetall!y, it eertainly w :
aventful for we regeived three large mails from Australin = nll
arriving on the 22nd Novembesr. The ships which arrived vere the
*Pakeha®, "Malta® snd *Resex®, Rach ship was boarded by « ty
from this office soon after a rival, but mly in the case the
PPakeha® was it gglutblu to offload any mall bafore the vessal rine .
caeded through the Cunal, and then only 700 bugs. This »as mt—
ly due to the short stop of the ships at Port Tewfig but mainly to
the fact that oargo waus stacked on top of the mails and 1t was ime
gullihln to move Lhis owing %o the shortage of time and loboug,

am given to understand that the Civil Postal Authoritie® in Ause
tralia,when aprlying for mail space, ask for more than they ree-
quire, consequently carge 18 loaded on top of mails at ports en
ruutl to Bgypt to 11l upe - Tha delav in this instance was srious
for, on aceount of the malile arriving togethey, it was necessary
to group them before running againet the eards, and, although the
"Bevex® arrived st 10am on the 22nd, the last pertion of her lete
- ters was not regeived & the Base untlil 9.30am on the 25th = thrae
days = the othar twe bHoals bel offloaded in the meantime. The
attachad statemant of mail 8d shews how the malls arrived m
ware dealt with.
In preraration for the Xmas rush, 74 "A® glasy men were
marched in batwesn the 4th. and 6th llnvmhcr from Details, MoaBoar,
and vare glven inestruetion in the duties reguired of them, but juet
as they were acquiring some knowloedus of the work, orders vare re=
| ceived on the 1llth %o mareh them all back to lunuar at thay were
raquirad for a draft to their unite, A mw bateh of 315 men ware
marched in -.nz on the 19th and 22 on the 218t - 10 replace the 24
marched out eickneas of paormanent stuff in the Buee and Fioeld,
Nearly all these men wore inexperienced in elerical work and none
had any previous knowledge of Tostal work, and, as a large number of
our permanent staff had beern evacuated to Mm itnl the prﬂbln
WS nr- uz ngainn will be aypreciated. apprn.tinnuly 320,000

llt' P 50 newsyapers wnd ;- wekats, parcels and i
/A0 TOR i "d itﬂmi ware received. The ltlff‘ utunlly hmdl:lng thlt
/r ﬂaltﬂj of mall numbered %54, of whom 35 wers the temporary Xmas
=/ ""‘ita.ft snd the faet that the whole was cleared within 13 days is,
=y ro the leagt, veory e¢radituble indead, considering ¢ ‘elay
(J-_Q., *'unamnmd at the comwencement and the fagt that the majority of

¢ tl'u"*ttn.ff were inexperienced.

S Tha now Records and Hedirsgtion room praved te be of

mi benefit, in fuet 4t would huve been fmposzsible to handle
Soh » large mail without the additional sccommedation for laying
out the latteras in numerigal order hefors redirecting.

J arrangad with the D, A.4.G., A. 1. F, in fgvpt for the
Of ficial Photographerito tuke eome vhotograrhe of the A B,.7.Q,
during the handling of th2se ma 18 and some vary fine and interseting
yhoto8 have besen nrocured for War Reecorde.
In my report for the month of Oetobar, I mentioned

that lettars for all ranks report'ng to A I.F, Huudquarhn. Cuiro
for Convalesoent lLeave were b :ing forw.urded 4o the Post Office

there for delivery to the pddressess. Owing to the enormous
number of

W

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06160



e e [

number of callere, the porehway in which the Post Of "ige ie
eituated w:s blooked up, and the Commandant deeided that all
\ convalemoents were to report $0 the Jepot Stores, Cheziren for
medical szamination, and mall -as to be forwarded to the Postal
! Orderily thers for deliviry. This arrurgement huas been put inte foroe
temporarily Aduring the epidemic of Influsnaa.
' You »#ill porhaps be glad to know thaut on twe occasions
when firaes broke nuﬁ 1:‘& Orinn:u Dapotsd at Kantura, the stalf
of this Base wers, If not actually firet, at lewst a good second’
on the 8:0%t, and showd their usual inltiative and resourcefuiness
on each ocealion, o0 much @0 that two men who have been attached *
to the A.B.P.0, for some time wore erecially noticed by Heade
quartars, Canal Zcne. A meme commending them for specially
g00d work was received Ly me with a request that the contents
be communicataed $0 the socldiere mentioned whose names gre

No. 3421 m- Foretaer A, H, 10th A.L,H,
262% Tpr. Phillips H.A. 4th A, LA,

4Ll

Thia esction has bDoen exceptionally busy during the
monthe Tha 1914 furlough t0 Australia and United Kingdom and
tha repatriated prisoners cususing a failr amount of sxtra work in
roagording private addrssces and authoritiss. The anormour nume
bar of avecuations from hospitals t9 convaleRosnt leave has also
graatly increased the work. :
The numboer of sntries made on the curds amounted to
21,419, and number of reforences without entry 21,396 =
total of 41,013 and an increave of 7,065 over tha previocus month,
A noticeable feuture was that the number of references made to
the cards was practically the s.me as the adtual ontries mude.
This ie vary 1, may be axplained by the fact that man.
A.Fo ,B.213 whieh should have resohed ue in Ootobsr, did not '
arrive until Novamber owing to the extensive operations which were
baing earried out at the time, conesquently men showing "to hose
pital® were already recorded from Hospliul Sheate, thus thelir movee
mants ware duplicated in inward regords.

ohe number of advices re change of address rsceived were
also vary graat being "475 for ths month « an increase of 533,
The troops have now gained confidence in cur postal syetem and know
thn: p::;ihi they supply ue with thoir location, thesy will receive
thalir .

The returnsd mall "rom thes Austiralian Mounted Division
is gtill fuirly heavy owing to the distance between the A B.P.0.
wnd the Fisld, It take® zbout 5 or 6 dave to reangh thie Division
which account® for the heavy returne « the 213%6 being delayed
in traneit ‘rom Unit to Base.

This ssotion has drne splendid work during the heavy
Imaes rush, and tm%t are running very smoothly « very few mise-
takes beling made, which 18 sur;rleing as some of the men have
never Sasen & Card index and are not clerical men. ohe whole
stalf have takan interest in the work, the Lemporary men
in particular. aving a freah yarty of temporary hands to
assiet on arrival of anoh mall provas a splendid advertise-
ment to the Corps, as theSg men 86 ax otly how the nmailes are
handlad and got an ineight into the whole aystam, al®o find out
that it is no slacker's job for they all udmit they never worked
harder in their lives, They g0 batk to thelr uni's® and inform
thelir comrades of what thsy have Ssn and we have no cuuse to commo/N

of lack of advertisement in this way.

BB FE

‘ This esetion hae showi considersble fmyrovement und
‘ the naw glrhabatical card index syatem for tracing purposed -

thue obvdating
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thus obviating the neceseity for rifarring wail matter to 5rd
Nehslon for varific.tion e40., = makes this Base self-contained
a3 far as records are concerned. Of course the work ha® been
inereased on account of the traciag beng carrisd outl here
inetead of A.I.FP, Headquartars, but by handling this untraceable
mail at this offies, muoh work has been saved the Records Seotion
st Cairo and the nsil.. being dealt with on the spet, doas not
suff r delay ae formerly.

Owing to the heavy Zmas parcel malls raceived, many
parcels wars opened uyp and the contents dietriduted to the Aus-
cralinn Comforts Pund. During the month 543 parcels were dealt
with and a large quentity of miscellaneous articles handed over
shigh should be & v ry accepltable sddition to the etock of the
Conforfs Pund available for distribution %o the trocps at Xmas.

The D.5.0. is in splindid working order and I mm
pleugsed to Suy that it is very rare for any faull to be found which
witn the work in this ssction. i

PARCEL SECTION. |
ehe parcel mails® have been Vory heavy indeed and this

segtion, staffed wiih te orariiv attached untrained man have
really worked wonders. n one day 1010 bage of parcels, &pproxe-
imately 12,120 parcels sversging 12 t¢ a hag, which is, if unye -
thing a low oetimate, were liSiad, bazged and dtipatnhlg.
Thirty men including one %.0.0. were employed, and coneluded a
vary strenucus 10 4days.

paresle received from Ausir lia were well packed .
and arrived in very good condition eoneidering thay had been e
stowed under some tomns of eGarge Auring the voyugee. All Ttates
forwvarded their sivanoe parcsl 1lists with the letter malilse whi%_
was & great relisf begause for sows time previous, Sydnsy fad
been neglectful in this reapset. mtgnm ths esble which I
cuused to bo sent to Dafance some i time buck recquecsting
all Etates not to fail to send these liate in advence when fTor-
warding the Xmae #aile, had good sffect.

p Gartain amount of pilfering has been occurring during
transit of mails from Australia and betwean FPort fFaid and Tripoli
Thres cu8as waras reporied - one batwesn Australia and Port £aid
and %0 between Port Said and Tripoli. Carsful investigation
sat made dut without result. The cabe betwen Austiralia and
Port £uid haviened on board the *Resext The matter has been ri-
farred to the D.N.T.0., Egypt ‘or further enquiry. In the three
gasbes, the plifering *a® sonfined to about four bags of parcels
in all, portiom of the contents only being stolen or damuged. !
The maile ware not in the cusitody of the aus.rulian Army Postal
ﬂml at the time .

In a pruevious paragraph, I mantioned that sn alpha= J’y
beticnl Card Indax vas now in use. vhis new Index is a minia-
ture affair, practical iy a Nominal Roll of ths A, L.F. in Sgypt
but is very valuable in more ways than one. For instance, in :
the Parcel S-etiem it i® found that many of tho Regimental Numbers
shown on the lists from Australia are incorrectly stated, neooes=
situting roference to ewrds to piok up the correct number in oré
der to locate the addressee. Under the old system, regimental
nominal rolls had to be searched or jrd Renelon refurred to.
rhe former wus a vVary tedious task, entailing much vastie of

tige, and the latter gonsiderable delay in obtaini the ine
formation, as the letters had Lo ue forv.rded to Caireo and pare-

cels and regletersd items listed, which va® aleao a great wabte
of stationery, and again it wud a considerable time before the
latiare snd lists were returned from 5rd Behelon., Very little
trouble ie experisnced in kreping thnis index up~to=-date, the ade-
dition of reinforcemen:is being 211l th«t 1o necessury, and this
only moane writing up a few c.rds monthly as the reinforgements

arrive.

During the
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During the recent operations in Syria and Palestine
personal aignatures for parcels were obtained in nearly evaeary
case, the sxeeption baing in the lZth Light Horse Regiment, when,
owing to the terrible gonditions prevalling in Dumavcus and the
surrounding districots « hospitais being full of gases of Malaria
Enlpﬁ fah Influsnasa, a® wall a® cssualties - The O,.C,, of this
nit all abessntees' parcales oponed and foodstuffe extracted
and delivared to mes of hieé unit in hospitai, as food other than
erdinary rations was very scarce. The conditions at thia period ‘
wers very Srying indeed owing to the celerity with which the
gavalry advancaed, Perconal artioclse irncluded in the parcels were
held by the 0.C., (Liesut.=Col, Cameron) for dalivery to the
addrasseas of thoe parcsls® oysnad up., The 0,.C,, signed the parcel
1ists and theraby takes full responeibilily for nie wetion.
Although irregular, I think under the sircumastunces, naod who
underatande the conditiond would raiee any objections to ¢
contente of their varceis being distributed for the benefit of
their sick and wounded vomrades, The liste have Leon endorsed
and filed at the A.5,7,0,, and I have written to the O,C,, of the
unit for the facts of the caue for recorde purpo8ss, us my
information hae veon recaeived from the Supervisor of the Division
B! varbally. - -
All the Xmae rarosls have bassn eleared and deapalohsd to the Uniwe,

This section is working steadily on without any troubdle,
There was g fair incrasees in the number of items raceived from
Australia, from the A B.P.0,, London, aleo loeally, and in The
number despatched to Ausiralia.

Lot Bov.  luneranss.
Articles receivad from A.3.7.0 London J1l4 335 ) V3 |
> . * Australia..... 1110 1575 265
» despatonsd Lo AuStralia .... '
tﬂm . ‘i - 40

figure® for the loocal posting® to and from the Field

are not includsed in the above. For further information plouse sae
dotalled #tatenemt attached harsio. p

Here again, as in tha Parcel Section, the small Alphabeti-
eal Card Index has proved of serviece in trading sddrescees whobe

Regimental Nom,, are incorrectly stated on the registered lieis
from Australis and alsewhars,

| - Althougin all unite were adviesd that postings
for Australia should reach ths A B.P.0,, not later than lst
Yovembar fn order that thay may Le despatched in time €0 reach

Australia for delivery by Zmas, a large guantity of correspondence
ete, arrived during :;:-nont .'unklna the outwurd desputehes much

above the average. The number of despatohee to United Kingdom
inereassed, podeibly owing to the cessation of nostilitie® cauusing
an increase in the sailings betwesn Egypt and ¥urope, The outlats
t0 Australia have not besn 30 frequent.

Figuras for tha Outward Madls are as folldw =
¥o,, of ltams despatehed  Qgiobaz W annm
Lotters 204,000 2 .a’gg 2,000

?"‘.I!h 1 ;Eg 21,270 7,120 ’
Papers & packets 14,15 |
Reg. Itame _ 1,476 573 '

ks L - _‘Iﬂr . S v 31

The Austra'ian Nounted Division ie 8till in the Torward area
near Tripoli and mails take Some time to reach the unite of that
formation., Transporte are sailing mors frequently, and, as Kantara
is now the port of departure in nine cases out of ten, maile for

Tripoli
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Tripoli are loaded here, which 16 a grest sdvantage and Syves g
considerable amount of time and labour, a® agalndt despatohing
by rall te Port Uald fer embarkation and alse ¢oat of railyay
transport which 1% charyged to the A I.F, The Anzaae Mounted
Division iv etill in the bDuck ares near Ludd, and mails are fore
warded per Military Rallway, roaching the units within approxima-
tely 24 hours,

Iozard Mails - Three large Auvttiralian Malls arrived during the
month, but compared against the previoue month a decreade 18 shown
in the pareels which 1o acoounted for by the fact that many Xmae

arcels were regeived in October, The figures for Ootober and
ovember are a8 followe ‘=

wmmmm

I‘%t.“ EEREREEEE 1’? _15? - 26
?H‘l"ﬂﬁl' L NI R 2‘29 22‘7 1?5 -

To |

The increate in the nunbsr ¢f latter® recsived in November
wa® approximately 60,000; newapapare and Emknu 15,120; registered
articies, 264, = g *9tal inereate of 77,50 items, fhe mails
racaivaed Trom the United Kingdom were ahova the average = letiers

138,000 (approx), parcels, 3420,

I.mum = The transport work has been exeeptionally heavy,
¥aile have had 0 be loasded on Lo and Trom Ships and train® slmost
continually, and in order to eoype with the work, extra lorries and
fautigus mitsi have had to be requisitionsd for. Ths Tranaport
Staff were required to work sarly and lata, which they have done
willingly and carried out their duties in a very satisfactory
manner. o great Aifficulty wae axperienced in oblaining extra
motor lorrise when required, =8 the Mobtor Transport Depot wers
very good and aseisted us in mrzalg. Ko hiteh oceourrsd and the
axceadingly large volume of mall matter « inward and outward «
has been handlad apparently without affort,

Thlie combined ssetion has worked splendidly throughout
the busy Xeas feason,

This hse alway® boun a most difficult yroblem for the
Australian Army Postal Corye, Ever since my arrival in Egypt, I
have been $rying to get tha parmanent 'naﬂ”ug to strength of
the apyroved astaslishment, but my efforts ortunately have
not altogether baen orownsd with success, owing to the G,0,C,,
refusing to allow. the tranafar of any dut "B" ¢lass wmen to the
Corps, mnd the lack of men of this category sultadle for postal
work, The rezult “as always been a greatar pvoportion of |
temporarily attached than jarmanent mesn, which 18 not at all
satisfactory. In my previous rejyort I stated my readons against
the smployment of "B" clase men in this Office, and I will not
tharefore g0 into the matier ain.

During the exaeptionally busy Xmas sesason, the whole
staff - permanent and sttached - have worked Splendidly, and
the mailé were handled in vary good time, no serious mistakes
being made, although three quarters of the staff were temporarily
attached mon, The §,.C.0's showad tact in dexling with and supere
vising thelr 8taffe. The temporary men had, of eourse, to be shown
svarything, dut onds shosm, the majority of them worked willingly
and veary little trouble was axverienced with them,

RILCIYLINE - Generally good.
A.A.P.G.C. Cne R.C.0, = Qut af bounds, Reprimanded,
"

Cne private - Drunkenneas - Admonishad,
Attaohed. Two privates - Oversiaying lsave =
Reyrimanded and lo8t 1 day's pay

I dseply /
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i deeply regret to record the death of two (2) attached
membears of the Corpe - Ko,.3062%, Trooper l. Ressbach, 18t A L.H,,
Regiment, and No,116%, Treooper B,.L.Dernan, 1.0.C,, Trooper
Rossbach  wa® attacned to this BDuse from 20/9/1910 and was evac~
usted to Hospital on 29/11/1910, Hie deat: from Lobar Pneumonia
wa® raported from the 24th Stationary Hospital on 9/1:/1918,
A party fraom this Office, ineluding myeslf, attended the funeral.
Hae was burimd in the Military Cometery at kmttra the Same day.
!tﬁetor Dornan who wes attached tg Field Post Office L.H.5 wae
admitted to hospital on 18/10/1918 and died on %/11/1918 from
Eslaria and Pneumonia. Both ware very good lads and during the
pariod thay wero under my contrel, I found them attentive and
goneciantious in their duties, Their loss is vary much ragretted
by the akzs m mbers of this Corps, I have written Lo the
parants conveving our deeprest Iympathy. |

d914 Furlough ~ |

0 members of the Corps left for Australia on
15/11/1918.% balanoe ef Iliﬂihﬂl are expacted €0 lsave any
day now, Thie %ill leave ths Jtaffl very weak a® regards senjor
¥.0.0%, #l)l the dehlor men béing 1914 men, However, I lt'? aoe
we will unearth Soms men fit to replace them, The work 1
net he so dAifficuls, 4% i& poseible the troops will
goneentrate prior to fon, which will make things
2asier and supervision m pler, |

SEICIAL. .~

The Australiasn Mounted Divieion whieh is located,

a# I have alreaiy mentioned, in the Syrian Area, is at present
Separated from the Anzae Divigion, the latter being at Bir

o and postally controlled by the DA DA P.8,, Lines of
Communication (British), The D, A.D.A.P.6,, Desert Mounted
Corpe (Major Nichol) who controlled the Australisn Division

as DA DA, T, 8,, of the Corpe - his absence,

The 7th Australisn Light Horse Regiment proceeded
oversent to Ealoniks & few weeks age and mails for that unit
are being deszpatched to Port Sald, thence to A.P.0,, "X*.,
(Ealonika), Prior te departurs, tha Postul Orderly of the Unit
was instructed a® 0 the digposal of undelivargble sail matter
etoe,, and a lstter was written te the 0.0C., eontaining
instructions as to the handling of mail®s during their abseswca,
£ome trouble was exverienced in obtaining the losation of the
unit after departurs, and mails had to be held pending &
location, The D, A.1.8., B.5.F,., O.H. 4., and A, 1.7,, Headguartens
had no definite information, and at last "Etralis™ cabled
falonika for a loeation, but in the moantime, the D.A, P.E.,
supplied the information and mails are being forwarded asecorde

ingly.

X anvelopeg for ro=dlirocgiod corrgsoondernce =

I have advisaed you in a separate letter regarding this
matter. o far, tape suitable for our purpose i® not available In
Bgypt, and anvelopes are "hereforas #till in use, '

nd are Lh norte from tha 1,4, 0.4,7,8, sart

Hounted mﬁ?m;&ﬂ??uinl ﬂ;:i-v.tmr. At ralisn MOwved ‘bi?'tuon.

slao etatieticnl roporte frum tna Andac Houwnsed Division, F.7°,0%

L H.S and D.M.I. The other reaporis asve noi yat ooma L0 iand. but
will ba forwarda! to you at a later date.

Cartain
) Tﬁlnp&-?-s- ¥ ‘ntir in mT‘t-
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AUSTRALIAY DASE POST OFFICE, 8. 2, 3
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STATEMENT OF MAILE MANDLRD DURING MONTH BNDRD NOVEMBER 30th 1918

g T Sy W S e Sy prppp————— T TT TR SRl Lk kot ke il

YUMBER OF BAGE® RECRIVED FnOM AUSTRALIA - Lettere 157
Papere & packetls 500
Parcole 2247 2913
NUMBER OF BAGE DREPATCHRED TO AUSTHALIA - Lattere &eo 1% |
. Parcels 262

Number of ;"n bw BB AVEE . ovsbssasssr e adas Heaenasne /lI0C
.‘ Fumber of local bagy defpaloNed ...ccvvssvimrestsnccnsrannens Jfré

Number of baze® received from A.5.F.0 London - Lettere &e /FS
ru“]-".‘- a_‘;-’-#r"'?-‘
Fumber of bage despatohed to A.0.P.0 Lomdon = Letters &o ; lo
- Parcels,,, o3/

ETATILZICE -

Lottar mails recaived from AUDLralia c.cesvesssvvrovscsssvacesne b
Bumber of letters rececived and run sgainst Card Index........ 520,000
Number of letters circulated 48 addresned ..c..vieessrceccesses 160,000
Eumber ofldtters re-directed (imeluding thoee to D,L.0) ..... 160,000
Local clean postinge recaived and despatched %o Australias -

l" L B B O I B I B O %5.@@5
re & puckets ,.,.., 21,270

M‘.l‘ sSsasasR O AR SRR ufﬁ?

IRAR LRITER OFFICH -

’mr .f ’n“‘.' M m& - 1/11/1915  EEE NN EREEEEEENREES B E BRI 1|‘§ﬂ .
Fumber of items received from all BOUFre®S ...veecesevsecccess 17,191
Fumber of itoms put into eirculation ... csceeevsvnvnsrsnces 2,000
Pumber of items returned to sender and Australia s.i.iveeccsas 10,608
Numbear of items Submitted tO 3rd Eohelom .cesececcrrsnssseess 1,051
1WMMd- ” 1/1913 S8 6 &8 A B aBa N P IF N EEFEPR 5.?59
parcels opaned & forwarded to Aust, Comforts Fund,, HZ
packets opened & forwardsd to Aust, Comforte Fund, , 1

peracnal shanges of addrees To0eivad soeececvvoncoe 2,241

changee of address received at Enquiry Vindow .... 194
BEGIETRATION - |
Item® on hand = mmsla s S NN EReR0 et tesecssntassasneense 528

Ii.‘l "ﬁ'l‘ﬂd 1“‘11’ S A R N NN
Itema recoivad from Mlirhlll Y R 1.,;3%

Im ""md fl'“ &nlplﬂi mm AR R T R RN RN RN N R

IMI “ﬂ"i"d f!'n "Plo" m!mt 48 8988 sse St EsR e R D 2'
Items deaspatehed JOCullY sicevinasssnssasstasssa e s nannnnsn 62
Imll ﬂ!?ﬂﬁﬁhﬂ‘l tﬂ ‘.,ipnﬁp L“‘“ R R R NN :?1
IMI d‘.'m“m’i tﬂ m.tr‘li‘ TR IR R EE R RN R E N E NN RN 1.57,

Ttems deeratohed t0 F.P.0'6 in BEYPL ceocessssscossasssssacs 2,447
Itemas on hand - 50/11/1918 T T Y e E R N R 5&

Totel number of items recsived (exelusive of balunce on hand) 4,155
Tﬁtlﬂ- ﬂmﬂl‘ ﬁf i“-" “'M‘ﬂ"d Y EEE R R R T R T T e e 4.“,

Articles /

E
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Articles received from Aultralia were disposed of as under - -

| ’mr of itemo Yooeldved ...cce0coccancnae 1.’7
| Correctly addresved and forwarded ....... 62
R‘.‘ﬂyi“ﬂ“d @ A% S 4 s A 4N ARS8 TSN EERE T TE S ??Q

i Returnad to DEDESY scoestestvsssasisoeses n
| &ﬂhlt"d tﬂ hhlm S aBse Saastasasrennaan et

Number of m.'l' regaived from AMPEERAAR cossscassassntsense ..m
Im ‘f w.ﬂl. Gl!‘ﬂuluﬂd ab .“r....d TR R R T T T T T Q,GGO
m lf Fm&l' H-ﬂiriﬁtlﬁ B & F 8 B a8 R SRR Ee A R 15.&00
Mhl' of Pm-l.' ‘Bm PEIATXTUd %0 OFED issssccessssnssennats ‘.m
| Number of parcels yeferred %0 5rd Bohelofl ceescecscevvcccenss

Number of parcele received from A.B.P.0 London ..ccccevevesee 1,368
m“ ’.ﬂ'l! ﬁﬁHI'ltﬂMd o A.B.P.ﬂ loﬂlld.ﬂ EedNedss RS }09
Yumber of parcels dasyatehed to A.B.7.0 London f‘!‘. of ﬂ..... -

¥umbar of parcels deapatehed t0 A.B.P.0 London (No trace EEF) 15

Basbas of cosonl o —dupmnbtliad—Sto—ASEr et coiirisavsercrinons ——
NENEPATERE -

| ¥umber of newapapoers PODBLYOA cocevsssessssenescnrsrcsnsssnen 6?,2%
Fumbery of newspapers forvarded a® addreceed ....cc.vececeees 99,000
N¥umber of newaparers Poudiraotod ..cvvcvsveccnscssssnssscavene },ﬂﬁ
Fumber of newapayers unable to trace ‘mm&. “} SRR &

umbar of pﬂht. POSOLVEE cocsssssansassssvsassrsasssansssas 3,000
umber of puckets forvarded ad addressed sescesccccsscnsanane I*M
Number of packets re-directed (ineluding D.L.0) .cveeceveeees 1,200
Number of p”h” submittsd to ”!1 Pohaslon SR sBssBEsasEtanaBan -

The ageragate number of days coccupied in disposal of Inwvard
Austronliasn NMuile wus 14.

Hours worked por day =

During sorting of latter mail 11 hours
Remalnder ..cvevvcvcscssssvene 9 houres

A S e e e G e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006160



B o e

STATINENT OF MAIL HAEDIED AT A.B,P.O, £,2,5 ex H, M, A, T'e

CRESHXY,  "MALTA", and "PAKEHA»,

e ey S W R o S W O s e e S E T S ey SR e e S S T G A e S e e W e e e

Time and date of arrival at Port Taufiq .cicveee.. 00

*Bessax® boarded by eval'f from 4. L. P.0 £.4.) at -
but owin |
on top the mails, they could not be unloaded,
*Malta® boaried by staff from A B.P.0 0.%.5 at -
buf, as the shiép was under quaranting on agcounty
of sickness on board, the malls could not be
unloaded immsediately, 8o the party proceodsd o
the *Yakaha”.

"Pakeha® boarded by etalfl from A B, Y, 0 8,E,.)
but only 700 bagzs ware taken off, us she received

ordsrs 10 procged through the Canzl at 18500,

to a hsavy carse of fodder baing etacked

at -

lioe

11 30

1530

on .

on

on

"Malta®™ boarded again utb 'li-l--llili‘ilii‘liiiii"nimlght Oon
unlﬂﬂ“ling QMPIEtHd Et 4 4 B & & " o8 % 5 % uo% %8 & 8 B8 &8 F " s 88 sE GMG un

First portion of letter mall (4C bags) ex
*Pakeha® and "Malta® arrived at A B P.C £, 4.5 at
-Pﬂh'ha“ !Irrif‘!d ﬂtl Pﬂrt Bﬂid ﬂt A REEEEREE R RER

Eﬂﬂrdﬂﬁ b" 't“r from A-H-Plo Engnj B sesensveve
Unlonding complated Al s.sescrcvecncssscssvnnnene

.E“EI. “ft&h-ﬁ at Kﬂ-ﬂbﬂr“ at! S s ssa® s B ass TEESEe eSS
Boarded by an N.C.0 from A, 3,P,0 §,2.% and
arrangements made to off-load maile at 8oon as
the carxo of fodder vas removad, The ¥,.&,.0,,
promised te notify ue as Soun se the ship “wue
¢lear®, but befors the fodder had bean teuched
she rsculved orders t¢ progesd to Port 8aild,

Eacond portion of letter mail (46 bags) ex
.Pﬂkﬂh" ﬁrri?ﬂ‘l at AiB-p.ﬂ a.‘ZIj ﬂrt T EEEEEERE I

'Eﬂﬂﬂx. Mri?ﬂfi Et P'th B-ﬂid ﬁt L T U I N T A R B
and carge of fodier was removed immodliately,

Boarded by ataff Trom AB.P.0 B, 5,5 Gt sovevennne
Uhlﬂadiﬂg Qmplﬂ“’.i ﬂrt S e v e R BB AR e B E PR ERE AN

Third portion of letter mail (57 bage) ex
.mlﬂx. ﬁ.rl‘i‘ffjfi at A._H'}’_fj ﬁiZI’ ﬂtl “es

@ 8 " 8 & & & 8

Fourth and last portion of latter mail (14 bags)
ax .E‘“'l- arrived at J\JH.I'.:Q $-3-5 AL coavsinsns

Parcels and newspapere from the three d0akd
arrived at A 8.7.0 &, Z,5 on the Zjrd, Z24%h .and

25th, the whole mail being "ticked in" and
stasked mstﬂw‘. ﬂt‘ﬂ'. Bl sivvsaas e as s e e Rne e as

Jumber of bags recaived = 2913.

Lottars 157
Fewspa 4rs -~ 508 » »
Parcols 2247 . »

e .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

110¢
1715
1400
1845

1500

eo 3¢
08¢0

.150

iG55

2150

0950

A750

on

on

on
on

on

on

on

on

un

22/11/1018

22/11/1918

22/11/1918

2%/11/1918

235/11/1918

23/11/1218

25/11/10918
Egﬁixf%q1a

23/11/1918

ca/11 /1618
24/11/1018

24/11/191R8
24/11/1918

24/11/1918

26/11/1918

25/11/1718

sorting completad 1730 on 28/11§%n1a
175C on /1918
| ﬂgg on %ﬂ? 18

Particulars /
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| ;:.mau.n_mm

(2)

Qffiea of Averase daiss of | .
'm'p | " Lies Tews Yols otal
Brisbane | 1i/0/18  12/9/16 ve 18/9/10
3. 25/9/38  1G/0/A8 w0 £5/9/18 ;
21 14710716  23/9/18 to 14/10/18) 44 57 @586 359
Eydne 2 z4/9/18 15/9/15 vo 24/9/18 ) .
i 23 15/10/16 2479718 tvo 15/20/38) 55 294 803 1130
Melo 21 10/0/18 12/9/18 te 18/9/18 }
Sl e 21 Sup. E///":.J/'lﬂ 18/'?;?13 Lo A%’;ﬁiﬁ )
22 10/15 £3/9/1¢ o :
2% 1%513 5} 0/16 to iv’mﬂﬁl 54 128 744 906
Adelaide 19/5/18  17/9/18 e 19/9/18 )
3?5 27/5/18 0/0/18 to 2£/9/18
57 2008 AR e Aens
8/ /5 /|
453 12/10/18 0/18 te 12/10/18) 13 69 214 296
th 2 1/10/28  19/9/16 te 1/i0/1i z
- | 21 /10718  1/10/18 o 7/10/186
25 25/10/18  7/10/18 te 25/20/38) 5 45 144 194
o0 .- 16/0/iB  11/0/18 to 16/0/1D
DA —— 21 ?1’}*_"‘:’18 : 16/{1,}133 to zlﬁ)ﬁg
2/10 21/9/18 to %ﬂ_
?s aﬁ zf@/w to 3/10/18 ;
24 11/10/1 9710/18 to 11/16/18) 9 5 2 12
¥ Hovart 23 21/0/AB  11/0/18 te 2WAB Y 3 1 2 16
35 Bup, 10/10/18 ° 9 'r g
57 12/10/16 ¥ ?
Registerad ﬁ ile
Brisvans 159
8vdney 651
falbourna ‘gz
Adrnlalde
Terin 12
Launc=2ston y
Remarks - The three malls have baen groupud tegether, £ will ba saeen
by the above gtatenent, Consideravia dtt‘;‘i.aulty #uanL _.tﬂ:m:: tnTg:nutr-
| s as it arrived in four separate d=3pulonss.
éﬁﬁ%iﬂﬁ‘:ﬂiﬁﬁ;ﬁuun. and oocasidering the slze :?E the latter
mall, and the soatterad way in whieh 1t arrived at Lhe G!'f-iul, 1 think
they did well to dispose of it in 5 day®s from the arriva, of the first
ortion, Tha recent reinlorcwments from Mossonr @orked willingly, but o
Lﬂ we an exp {enced staff ©f oouras the mall would have baon disrosed
O3 WS SULnBY . . |
"he whols mail was complefed in 15 day®s, or A0 wurking houre, from the
arrival of the filret latlar porsion, whion is very ¢raiitania, averaging
75 bage of mail oponed up and disposed of pear aour, oOr 224 bnxs a day,.
“he staff actually nhandling tas wail numbered 54, of whom 34 weare ineXe
perienced, being only tomporarily attached, This avidantly completas the
Imas mailp as Australia wors raquesied to deepateh tham in time to
t cath Hovambar,
g g:i::ﬂﬁz. E'I to 36 are putstanding. Varificatluon Yotes have boan
. forwarded to Hobart and London,
.r'-ll. | q |
7
A
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MONTHLY REPORT = POSTAL SUPRRVISOR, AUSTRALIAN MOUNIED DIVISION,
November 1918

- - - ---r-_-'---'-----'- e -

in forwarding this report on the cetal work of the
pivision for November, 1 wish to Btute that the duties of Divis-

jonal Supervieor were only taken over by me towards the latter

enda of the month,
The quarterly inspections were carried out by myeelf

and & check of the ®8tock and cagth in hand was made of ¥, O'®
L.H.3, L.H.4 and D.M.2.

Pespite wany difficulties in the handling send transfer
of the very heavy malls decpatched from £.2.3, they were all over-
come and no delays were caubed to the malls once ir arrival
at the Railhead Office.
| I would like to draw your attention to the dalay in the
ig despatohes from §.2.5 caused by the Pori of embarkation
despatching the malle on transports that tranahiy at Beyrout; when
this occure the despatohes from 8.2.3% that are made up at a later
date are of ten received (by a direct ¢ransport) and delivered some
daye earlier a® there js not at present a regular service betwesn
Beyrout and Tripoli for neavy daespatches, |

Heavy rain® have made 1t very ditficult for the F.P.0
gtaffs and Post Ordsriiass %o aeliver mail im good condition, but
all are giving the best attention possible to the disposal of

mails and the earryling ouil of their duties,

(8gd) R.R.MeNamara

Australian Wounted Division Sgt.
November 1914. A/g. Divieional Supervisor

prep——— T LT R R Rl

MONTHLY REPORT UPON WORKIKG OF AUSTRALIAN POSTAL ERRVICEE IN THE
¥IERLD = NOVEMBER 1910 |

-"-“-ﬂ-ﬂ-

On November 4th, the Australian Wounted Division less
the 5th A.L.H Brigade moved Empxk from north of Home to Tripoli
and camped round and about 7 mile® outside the Town, Maile are

being ®sent out to them daily by ration lorries,
The Sth A.L.H Brigade, ljegg theldth Regiment mnd the

ond ¥.Z.M, G, 8quadron, moved from north of Home to Baalbek on the
24th November at which place they will be fed by traln from
PBeyrout, The l4th Regiment and gnd ¥.Z.¥.G.8quadron (1 section)
will draw their wails from H.M, |

The changes® in staff during the month, owing to |
promotions and sicknese have been many and varied, throwing extira
responeibility and workx on the §¥.,C.0'8 and men who were able to '
stick to their posts, but the interest shown by all these in the
welfara of the Servige resulted in the work being performed

without a hiteh.

HI L D'l. gl
q2/12/19 18 (8Bgd) R.A.C.louth
¥ajor, H.E.

D.A.I’-A,?.g. [ ]

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT
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HONTHELY “O8TAL ETATIETICAL REPCHT .....

A¥ HOUNTED

L B A BT O B B R B A

ceeves. DIVIEION. MONTH OF ..November......1918

- e . e e W s e e S e S S e e TS S s S R S ey s e S R R S SR S s E e s sl e e - el el R R ]

Total Ko.,
Total Yo.,

ITEM
L.E & P)
of base receivel at Div. Stat., A.T.0's Targels)
of bage received at Fisld Poet (ffices Lattere)
e & P.)
Parcals)

6.

5
Q.
a0 .
F & W
12 .

13.
14

15.

Total No.,
Total Fo.,

of In'ard Fﬂipﬂtﬂhlﬂ ST H S ISR TS AR EE Tt B

of bag® deuyatched - Letter® ,.....)
Fﬂ" & pﬂﬂk't.jllniitnitnl
Parcels ...c..)

Tﬁtﬂl ﬂ“ﬂbﬂr ﬂf ﬂﬂﬁﬂhrd d"pﬂtﬂh‘a S s s e Vs PaBes st tAAtSanawN

c“'h trlﬂiﬂﬂtiﬂni - P-O-I.HUE‘ "M EEE E R EE T T e e

?-ﬂipaid & 8 B B & 9 8 & % W OB B B 0" E & F @ B EEE ST =W

St“"ﬂld ® & w % & g % & & & B &% 8 % B 5 8BS 8 S W s 8B
War S8avings Certificates s8old c.csese

nﬂﬂittﬂnﬂll e 58 &8 %8 ®s % g8 e® e sy % asnnw das

Registered latters roceived over countiar .....scccvcecnvans

Registered lettere receivad from other Offices .....cvceeen
Razieterad letlior® despatlhegd .siecccecccnstesscnscsascanasne

Number
Tumbar
Fumboer
Number
Number
Number
Numbser

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

x

forward regicstered bags received «.cccisvcesscnes
parc=le received over CounteY .. c wsessrsrssnsnns
~arcels recsived for. re-dirsction in the 5.8, F...
parcals raceived for return t0 A B.P. 0. ..i0vennns
pﬂrﬂﬂll rac:ived for 48liveryY c.ciescsvscsnncnance
fﬁrwnrd pﬂmﬂﬂl bﬂg. rﬂﬂEiTﬂd Sd4etansevanSeansanes
cablsa or t{elegramt ZMEREXal delivered ...cecevns

and not through Records, A, B.P.0. £,Z,5.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A e e B S B e e S e e e S W e S B e e e WA SRS B S ey e e S S de

A.P.O
S5.4.41

318
276

3

224

170

£25m17=0
2=0 =
1=22-8

50«=0=~0

27
4
368
12

!
43
421
274
22

E
i
B
]
4

‘----.—-;hu---‘ﬁﬂ- e

§
i
i
!
i
i
i
.
.
H
i
i
i
i
.
i
i
.
i
i
]
'
f
i
i
i
!
i
L
I
i
i
i
|
i
i
]
i
i
i
i
i
'
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
H
i
t

D.¥, 1

32
21

97
35

94

60
&33=15+

21=10-0
o=7=1

&
&
&

108
106
147

43
106
627

11

S

p-—-—n-—-n_-ﬁ--ﬁ-ﬂ-hﬁﬂﬁ--ﬁﬂ

e - R S O e -

LI

38
124
28

117

54

£5-12-0
b=lb-2

158
210
206

27

541
1110

23

'
i
i
i
i
'
‘
i
]
i
!
!
4
i
i
i
§
i
i
i
1
I
I
1
.
]
{
i
i
I
t
i
i
-
i
i
]
i
i
s
|
‘
'
i
i
'
i
]
I
H
i
i
B

L.E.2

59
193

69

EBR -
e
Amld=11

595=0=0

232
193
270

33
150
1262
27

i
]
i

i
I
i
.
:
i
i
N
‘
:
i
H
i
]
4
i
!
i
i
'
i
!
B
L
i
i
i
i
i
i
¢
i
L)
i
i
N
i
i
'
i
B
i
¢
i
¢
i
t
i
5
i
i
i
:

Total

318
276

105

19
41

188

514

353

19-0-10
165«0=0

925
654
1009
12
110
930
2420
274
94

g

i T — g - S e S e epep———— LT TR R R R R E R R R R R R S S S R T R T T ] L B _N_F T W L k]

Includes local postinge which circulats direct to the Fileld in the first instance,
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1.

| Fr—ailes-

)

S

4,

7,
8.
-

10.

1l.

.12.

13.

14,

| . MONTHMLY STATISTICAL RIPORT FuOM ¥, P, 0., L.

Hovember 1910

e e S W e S e e A S e e e B

ﬂtnllﬁﬂ.. Of.b r!lﬂifﬁd - Lﬂt%‘?' T TEEEEEEEEERE.
r “' ﬂIwB e Pﬁﬂkﬂti TEE

Pareels .cscsovsasss

x 131 bage recsive] prior to 14/11/1918
no detail check recoried,

Tﬂtﬂl'ﬂﬁﬁ. of inward ﬁllﬁutﬂh!' Ssetartasr s eene

Total !ﬂ-. of bags Mlpltol'ﬂd e Y I LT ™

Total No., of outward desnalch®s ..sccecesscsssnne
Cash tran@actions - PoBtal Orders iseusd .......

Postal Orders yaid ceveceoss

Stamps® 801d seevivererononns

War Savings 80ld c,ccscsvcee

Romiittancesd c.iesvvesscenosns
Registered lettars received over counter .........
Reg. Letters received from other offices .........
Reristered lettars AeNPatoNed cccocscccrcssnsssrns
¥o,., of forward rogistersd Dagd cicoiicrscvrnnsons
No., of parcels received over counter (c¢lean) ....
Ko., of parcels received for return to AB.V.0...,
No., of parcels received for delivery .....ccv00s0
No,, of forward parcel bag® ,..ccceecscscsscansans

Wo,.,, of cables or telegrams delivered seeccenssnns

through A.B.P.0, §,%2.3 in the first instance,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

16 x 131
72
il 279

16
25

N

. B
llm\ﬂ:
b © ©

02

249
282

A

515

¢ Inocludes locally poeted ivems® which do not elrculate

RCDIGTO06160



L
L]

8.

S

10 .
11,
$ h P
15.
la,

VONTHLY E&TATISTICAL REPORT FROM ¥, P. O, P

- - hl--l---n-hﬂ-ﬁinnﬂﬂu-“ﬁﬁ_ﬂnﬂ—- . L. &

lovembar 1910

- s T R B s e e

Total No., of baget received - ﬁiﬁ:’iﬁ;;&iéii'liiijj
PAYCBLIE . cicsvssesna

Total ¥oa., of Inward Despatohns ...ieceiccsianccsnnss
Totul No., of Dags d297aChB8d sccervcrecrenssntossnae
Total ¥No., of Outward DeBnatoNs® c..ccevscasossssssve
Cash transaction® = Poidtal Orders 1I83uod cevevesces
Poatal Ordere pald ..ccsveecces

Ctamps sold R R TR R L

Var 8avings Certificates sold,.

Romittaneesd .....coovvvtscessvs

Registered lstters rocaivaed ovar gounisr ,........ce0

Reg. Letters received from other office® ........ieen

Registeraed letters despatch@d eivesscccsssnncnnnasens
Numper of forward regiatered Dagd® sevievseviasececes
¥o., of parcels recaived over counter (alean) scc.evs
¥o., of parcels received for return to AB.P.0 ......
¥o., of parcals rvecdivad for delivery ....ceccvecseens
Number of forwurd parcel DagB s.cosvscecccscsccnnnans

Numbaer of cablss or telegram® delivered .....cccsevee

59
354

512
365
L786=1l=0
25 imb
15=8=11
Nil

481
575
637
Hil
414

% Includes localily gnltud itome whioh do not ciroulute

through A.B.P.0O Z.% in the first instonce,

- s S e e e B -
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fwef. Mo, 5% / 2 / 4 )

} Auuﬁal:lm: Base Yost Office
5. 4. 3 KANTARA
November &th 1018

With reference to your communication No,6002/2/3
of the 12th July last, I forward herewith History of the
Auetralian Army Postal Services covering a period 1914/1918.

I regret not being able to give more accurate
and interesting information owing to my records, ete, not
being ﬂailnbll, these having bteen left in Lmdnn on my
departure for Egypt. I have therefore ba=n compelled to

trust to memory.
The Egyptian portion of the History is being

written up now and I hope to forward same within the next

AN tr /T

, Captain,
D, D, A-P-S-. A.1.7 in Egypt.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

History of the Australian Army Postal Services on Active

Servies abrozd - 1914 to 1918,

- G e g s e A S e S e TS P T S RS S G S S e P S e : -

OCn the formation of the first Australiasn Pivision
for active sarvice ovarsasas, it was of course necessary to
have postal facilities for m- Foroa, and in this connection
¥r A.W,Roes, having postal experience in eivil life alse

wiw- utiuna nrms.}mt;oahlniﬂilu;u) .l::':mﬂ:;i
' SBargealt charge vision adquarter
::{ msu, ltﬂl‘ti of tha Field Poast Officos boling a®
followa i=

Headguartere, F,F,0, let Division - No. a8 Staff Sgt.A.V.Ross
No, 49 Private L, A.P.Vard

S F e st dapnan

let Avstralian Divisional Train 7,P.0, -
No. gt. Y, R.f%hepherd
“! G-J-?ﬂll‘h

Staft :
m . !-G-MHU‘
Pte

L]

"

"

C.dMinto

ﬁ
47
450

LR R

ist Australian Infantry Brigade F, 7, 0, =«

Fo., 4 Opl, C.7.Fletcher
* 18 TPte. B, ¥, Waugh

"E A EEEEEEEE NS N
2nd Australiasn Infantry Arigade ¥, P, O, =

Fo, 4 Opl. €@, C, Hadley
" Pte, P, ¥White

jrd Auetralisn Infantry Brigade F, 7, O, =

¥o. 2 Cpl. AD, Bpmginl
w 'af P“I

SR LA T E R Y

lat Lignt Hoese Brigadse ¥, ¥, O, =
No. A2 Cpl. R»
. u ’“I‘ ﬁl I‘i m

e me e e e e g e B S R G e SR e e e e s e

Thare /

B, 8, Hazeldine *

J
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(2)

There wat no coamitsioned officer appointed for the
Australian Army Postal Serviee at thie time and Staflf Sergeant
Ross was mttuched to Celonel Selhaim'e staff =t the Vieteria
Barrascke, Melbourne, o make all the necessary posital arrange-
ments Tfor the firet Australian Divielon prior to and after
smbarkation for evarsaas, The Civil Fostal Adminietration was
approached in regard to the sorting into Units and the handling
of all mails for this Forece and ths quastion of free podtage and
other facilities was gone inte and arrangement® made sccordingly.
The ¥ield Post Of"iges for the 1lst Austtralian Divisionsl Heande
quartare, lst, Znd, and Srd Infantry Brigades, let Australian
Divieional Train, and 1st Light Horee Brigade wera established
and all ths neecessary equipmint, atores, ato, obtained, A Small
booklet contalning extracts from the British Army Postal Manual
was printed and coples dietributed te all the Australian Field
Post Offices, Date Stumps for sach ¥, P, 0,, Crown Impreossion
gaanls for the se-ling of mall bage, ate, were made snd supvliad,
No poltage stamp® or cash advance® wers suprliet te the F,P, 0te,
Colonal Pateraon, A A.G.M.0G,., d4did not think this was nsescessary
owing to the Australian Imperial Foree being bound for ®ngland,
where further necessary suprliee would he preocurable, ulse in
view of tha faot that arrangsmants had already bean made for
free pottage in regard to letters posted by membere of thie
Forece on bhoard ship,
Owing to alteration® being made in tho date of sailing,
traneports with Troops from the other ftates arrived at ¥Melbourne
| and soma of the Troors being disambarked they proceedied to
. various eamp® in and about Melbourne. This of courae masnt that
puch mail matter was regeived at the G. 7,0, , Velbourne for thaee
!nz. most of which had %o be deaalt with by the postal staff
of Divivional Headquarters who ware attachad te the staff of
the Victoria Barrvacks, Nelbourne. Records ware kept of all
Unite on board Ship or in campe at Melbourne and mall wae ree-
directed and foruwarded secordingly. ' .

Owing to the number of transports, viz, 20, which left
with the firet Division, 1t was impossible to eplit up the staff
of the raspesctive F,P,0'@ in such a wvay as to enable a postal
man to htﬁuad on each traneport. However, arrangnements, ware
made for posting and colleotion of lotteres on each ship,

The Pivisional Headguarters ship « the "Orvisto® -
which left Melbourne ut 3.30 p.m., on Qotober Zlst 1914 carried
the other Headgquartere & &, also let Divisional Weadguarters
y.7.0,, lat t MHoree Brigade F.P.C,, 2nd Infantry Brigade
FoP.0s, 3rd Infuntry Drigade ¥,P7,0,, and tion of the lst
u"“m Train ¥, 7.0, The Bt N llllll‘, and the
"Gaslong”® earried thes balance of the lst Divisional Train ¥,7,.0,-
the "Buripides® the lat Infantry Brigade P.7.0, The *Orviete®
progeeded to tha rendesveuz at Albmny, arriving there at 8 a.m
on 26th Qetober, to which port the other Tramerorts had progesded
and awalted the arrival of the Headguartere ship, As we wars to
remain at this port for four or five days it was decided to aven
| a Fiald Post Office at the Civil Office on shora to enable mails
to and from tne trunsport® « which included New Zeulund ships -

3 te be handled, A Etarf Ffergeant and two(2) men from the let
Divisional Train Office were sont ashore to establish thie ofrice.
Mailes which were received but unable 1o he delivered prior to the
dsparture of ths ship from Malbourne wers taken on bourd the
*Orvieto® and on arrival at Albany ware distributed to the various
transporta, correct records of ragletered articles being keps.
Great u!-’fhulty was gxrerianced in gettiing from transyort to
transport to deliver and collect mails, but eventually emall tuge
| wore made aveilsble and the servicss of the postal Btaffe of the
varioue ships utilised to deliver the mails. '
t convoy of 28 Australian snd 10 Wew Zealand ships
705““ by 6 War Bhipeileft Albuny at 6 a. 1st Novomber 1914
Sunday). Instructions were issued to all :.{9- of troops on
board transports in regard Lo the posting of latters, ht::;: /
¢

T .

_‘j:*( See Diary held vy Lieut. Hazeldine for names,)
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must be left epen for eensorship. Arrange-
on arrival of the convoy st different ports
suneh would visit each ship and cellaet all
any telegrem® or cableé whieh it might be
Membore of the pestal stalfl accompanied esoh
tug or launeh and were reéponeible for thess collections. Ald
the mall was taken on board the Hamdguartare ahip where it was
censorad by O0fficers aoting as Consors. After being censored,
the mall was taken eharge of by the Divisional Headquartere
Postal Stalf and properly made up for despatoh secording to
Podtal Regulationes, It waus then taken ashore by the ¥.0.0 in
chargze and handed over to the Civil Postal Authorities for
despateh to ite destination, Any osbles received were handed in
for despateh. A letter containing instructionft to delsy the
despateh of mails for two (2) weeks was written by the G, B.C to
the Civil Yostal Authorities st each port of eull as it was not
desired to 'ﬁ:f" thaes muils until we were well on our journey
to England. ombo 48 the port of eall roferred to in this
reépeoct), Cuables were aleo held fer 48 hours,

The postings on board were very heavy indsed and it
was fortunate that the main portion of the poetal etaff wera on

the Hendguarters ship.

On - 1914 the Force arrived at fuez. fome
of the Hoadquartere Staff « an advance party - disssburked and
procseded to Cairo, The N.C.0 in char of tha Divieional Heads
tera ¥,7,0,, sccompanisd by two (2) membars of the let

visional Train ¥,7.0,, also had instructione to disembark and
proceed by train te Port €ald to establish a #mull poet office
there for the purpoete of handling malls to and from the transports,
This office was established in the Civil Post QOffiee, Port EBaid,
every a®sistanes being given to the staff by the civia Fostal
Authoritis® thers, On arrival of the "Orvisto™ at FPort Baid, the
H,C.0 in goharge of the ¥, 7,0,, procecded on board with mails and
wa® handed a number of enveslope® containing disembarkation erders
to be delivared peraonally to the 0,C.Troors of the tranerorte
following and to obtain a Signature for each. 7o enable this to
be carried out it was neceSiéary %0 be preparsd night and day for .
the ships ae they cmme through the Canal, Many of the transports
m:l.i ramained for one or two hours, and somatime® so short a
reriod as 30 minutes, Only one transport was mieesd and this wase
owing to the fact that ths ship arrived early i the morning and
| 4id not stay for half am hour., However, the letter to the 0.0 was
forwvarded by regietored post to the n‘huﬂ»r at Alexandria whe
was requestad to for tha dalivery of the letter on board
fmueiiately on arrival of the transport. Thie was done.
Saturday, 5rd December 1914, tha Australian Infantry,
Divisional Antillery, aslsc 4th Light Horse Regiment (Divisional
g h went into at Mana, and the Light Horse and portion
gt lery proces to Compe at Nazdl, lst Divisional
Hemdquarters, ¥.P,.0,, was establishad with the Divisional Hende
quartere in the rear of the Mena Hotel. Immediately on arrival,
arrangements were mads with the Egyptian Civil Postal Dirsctor
"’ Lﬂ-ulllﬂ). a.’lol\' lﬂtl. for the Supply of the naecesenry
Postal Etationery, lettar boxe®, and other office equipment which
wad t0 have been obtalned upon our arrival in England, under
instructions from Coleonel Paterson, A.A.Q.¥.CG., let Australian
Division. Epeciul electric trame sera arrunged for the earrving
of malles batwsen the Civil Post Office, Calro, and Henz Camp.
Lattar boxes wers erected in the camp® by the Civil Authorities
and a Civil Post Off'ice was nztablished outsida the esmp oprosite
the Mena Hotel., Thie® was Tor the ¢convenience of troop® to ensble
@tampas t0 de purchaded, alec for the tranesction of Money Order
budinees, and paresl and ragietration work %o be done, the F.P,0'%
not having besn suprlied with such faoilitiees, At this time free
o tage was not availabls for mehbers of the Australism Imperial
orces in Bgyrt, 4 milltemes (1d) being the amount of vpostace
reguired on all letters to Australis provided they complied with
the postal regulations in regard to weight, Had Australian Etampe
baan Supplied to the ¥, P,.0'8, such otamps to be/overprinted
specially AIF
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*A. 1. 7" ,., & large asmount of Hevenue »ould have besn returned
to the Comnmonwenlth instead of going to the Hgyptian Gevermment.
Teo snable a good pobtal Bystem te be astxblished in
the Camp, 1t was declded that the lst Divisional Train ¥.7.0,,
should be the main offiee and to handle all in-coming and oute
going maile, all other affices to olrculate thedr mail te thie
of fiee. The N,C.0 in eharge of Divisional Headquarters ¥,P.0
(Btaff Sergeant A.".Ross) was tranaferred %o take charass of
this office and tha N,C,0 from Divisionsl Train P.P7.0 ?lt-ﬂ'
Sergeant Shepherd) took up duty at Divisionsl Hemdgquarters

¥.Pr.0,

A mail time~table with a prover system of delivery
and ¢ollection of mails by CGenaral Bervice Vagagon® vas arranged
throughout the camps®. The work at the Divieional Train Office
wag very heavy owing to the enormous quantity of outward
wunf- t0 Australia. ¥No mails from Australia wers received
until (Gee Diary held by Liesut, Hazeldine) 1916, Wuch discontont
wae caused amongst troops pwing to this, and many rumours
were pravalent as to the amount of letters recelived from homae,

It wa® also rumoured that seventesn (17) ton® of mail, slacked

in the Headquarters, Mena House, was baing held from the troops,
This mxx of course, was only a rumour. The Divisionanl Train
Office receiyed prompt advice of the arrival from and ssilinz to
Australia of any boaté, and, on tha arrival of a ship at
Suez or Port faid, clowe anquiry wae made regurding wails on
board and whether there ware -n; for the Australian Imperianl
Forcew. The reply was always "No®, As mattere wers getting
vary sarious, the H,C.0 in charge of the Divisional Train

F. 2.0 'lrwgh% the matter before Colonal E=lheim and requested
that Australia and London be cabled regarding the non-receipt

of mails, Colonel Eelheim referred the matter to General
Bridges who arranged that the cables be sant, In a fovw days

a reply wa® received from the High Commisaicner, =ztating that

a number of bags oFf mail were on hand and would be despatehed

%0 Egypt on a eartain date. Mo yeply was recoived from the
Dafence Departmont, Australia, for some coneiderable timsafterw
warde. Later, we wers Informed that the reaton why these maile
wars ovarearried to London was on agoount of the outer
baing lesbelled *CG.P,0., London* with nothing to indicate that
they wars for the Australian Imperial Foree, Egyypt. Thorefors,
upon enquiries being made on board the mail boat at t, no
information wa® available to the ship's officers that
had meil for the Australian: Troope, Had the bage been labelled
"A.I.F* there would have bmen no dif“iculty about putting them
off at any port en route. A great deal of trouble was experiene
ced owing to letters being received in EBgypt addrescad to a
number of Imperial Reserviste vwho left Autralia on board the
"iiltiades™, and procesded to land, All Such mail was sube
saquently forwarded to the Var Of fiece, London, for disposal,

In eonnoction with the raceipt of #ls from

Australia, some considersble trouble was experienced owing to
| a delivery charge boing mada for sach parcel. All parcsl
3 maile were recsived by the Civil Postal Authorities (Customs
Departmont) Caire, & despatch note giving particulare of the
¢harges, =2te, being prepared by them, which was forvarde to the
addretses who was ired to proceed to Cairo and colleet his
pareel sfter paving uha::;u due. Thie :f auru‘n- out of
the guestion, aa scldiers could no raitted $¢ lenve
on Such errands hﬂﬂy _tram e

n meant trave milee thera
and back. At airum time an enormoud gquantity of parcals

ware on hand at the Civil Poet mloa. Cairo, and to obtain

theea, It was necessary for the K.C.0 in charge of the

Divisional Traein F,.P.0 to procead to the Civil Poet Office Parcel

8ection, oheck over, list up, and sign for something like 800

to 1000 parcels, and hold himéelf responséible for the collesction

of the respective amounts dus from tho addressess, Two (2) or

three (%) ral 8ervice Vaggonas wore required 4o transport

theee to Vena Camp. All thess parcele with tha exeontion of

two or three were correcily delivered, money obtained and Mi}
over
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over to the Civil Post Office. On the establishéant of a Civil
Post OUffige in the precinets of the camp it wag® arrangad that all
parcsls be forwarded 10 that office, the despateh note being
handed over Lo the Divisional Train 7.7.0 (next @oor) for dslivery
to the addresses, advising him t0 oall at the Civil Post Office
for hi®s parcels 3 This worked satisfaotorily,. 5

About’(see Diary held by Lieut. Haseldine) Junuary 1915
the A. I, ¥,, Internediate Base was formed with their Heade
gquarters at &uln, Celonel Selheim being appointed Commandant.

A emall etuff consisting of one (1) Stafr ergaant, one (1)
Gorporal, and twe (2) Privates was attached to these Headauarters
to form an Australian Base Post Office and on the departure of
the Foree for the Front, would be required to handle all A I.F,,
maile, It was known that thie small etaff would not bs capable
of ecarrying on aftex the departure of the fighting troops, and
it wa® understeod that additional perszonnel would be imiind
later. The Australian Basve Poet Office wae loeated in the
basament of the building oocupied by the 8taff Parmaster and

nis staff at Cairo. All mails for the A, I.7 wers taken over by
them from thse Civil Post Office and despatched to the Units at
Mana Comp and respective Light Horse Cumps, Clemn poetings from
the camp® were made up inte direct maile 1o Australia and handed
over to the Civil Poet Office for despateh %0 the respsctive
destination®, Mail items for addrosvess who could not be loonted
at the cumpe were forwarded to the Australian HBase Tost Office

About this time the 18t Auttrulian and New Zealand
Army ﬂozz: vas rformed with thelr NHeadquarters at Shepherdts
Hotel, ro. It was necessary $0 aproint an Assistant Dirsctor
of Army Postal Services on the Corps Ftaff, and Gsneral Bridges
decided to give this apirointment to Staff iarmmt AW, Ross,
¥,C.0,, in eharge of the Divisionul Train F.7.0, (senior postal
N.C.C) who was promotad to the rank of Lieutenant on the 26th
hbrmg'lﬂ.& and g:hd a8 ABsiStant Director Australian Army
Poetal Fervicas, Corps ters ¥.P,0,, arnt:lu of
one (1) Staff Sergeant, one (1 sl and one (1) Private
wa® also formed, ono (i‘ other rank being Supplisd by the New
Zanland mﬂit%mw Foree. _

About’(see Diary held by Lieut, Hazeldine) the 3Ird
Australian Infantry Brigade left for a destination unknown.
This turned out to be the Gresk Island of lLermno® where they
remalned for aome considerable time and were sventuslly joined
by the other Units of the let Auetralian Division prior to
their departure for Gallipoli. ¥aile for these troops ware
dedpatened to the Army Post Offiee at Alexandria for ftrmtlin%.
Hany parcele and Money Orders ware received at the Civil Post
Office, Cairo, for the members of this Byrigade, The paresls
could not be delivered owing to the difficulty in eolleoting the
delivery charges. Arrangements were made by the Aesistant
Director that any parcels racaeived for members of the A I, ¥,,
whno had proceedsd oversea®, should bes delivered free of dalivery
charge® and the parcels wars forwarded to the 3rd Brigade
accordingly. It was rerorted by the Civil Postal Authorities
that a large number of Money Orders for members of the 3rd
Brigade wara on hand and it wae desired that Seme arrangements
8hould bes made for clearing these, A soheme was put up to the
StafT Paymaster by the Assistant Director Army Postal Services
t0 enable thesa to ba c¢leared and, after confultation with the
Local Director of Postal Services (Civil) it wae arranged that
a Btatemsnt of all ¥Money Orders racoived and the smount of Dame
8hould be forwarded to the Etaff Paymaster, AL YV,, the bulk
wnount to be pald to the eoredit of the A.I.F. The Staff Paymaster
would then credit the pay secount of the respective puyess who
eould drav the sum payable to him in the money ordser. Thise
arrangement waf carriad out and proved vary eatisfuctory a& on
the departure of the lst Division for Gallipoli, hundreds of
Nonsy Orders, amounting %o a very large sum of Money, ware
received.,

Had /

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06160



(6)

Had not somh suoh Scheme been prapared beforehand, considersdble
trouble and ineonvenience would have besn cauSed, not only to
the A.I.F,, but aleo to the Civil Postal Authorities.

On the 9th April 1912. the Army Corpe Me arters
laf't Caire for Alexandria to embark on board the H,T.,
"Winnawaska® whiceh left for Lemnos leland on the 10th April,
The Corps Headquarters, Divisional Feadquartere®, and portion
of other Headquartere went on board this ship, also the — 7
Battalion., The Corpe 7.7,0,, located in a deck cabin transe
actad postal bueliness on beard and on arrival 4n Lenmnos Harbour
acted uf the receiving and despatehing eentre for the whole
of the Corps formation. On arrivel of the Australism Imperisl
Foree at Lemnos Ieland, the Army Postal Bervices of the
Meditermnnenn ditionary Force, operating in the Dardanelles,
ineluding the A.I.F¥., came under the contrel of the Director of -
Army Postal Bervices (Major WoClintoek, R.B,P.& « British),
aseiseted by Onptain Henderson (Deputy Director, R, E.P.§ -
Brisish), the former boing stationad at Addxandria, Fgypt,
and the latter at General Headquarter®, the Porce in the
Fleld, esch Army Corps Headquarter® having an Assistant
Director of Army Postal Services attached to the f£taff. The
General Headgquarters transport received the maile for the
whole of the Mediterrunean Expeditionary Force and mails for
the Anzue Division wers collected daily by the ¥.C.0 in
¢harge of the Corpe Poet Office by meune of a lsunch., The
postal pereonnel of the other transports likewise eollectsd
their malls for their respactive units from the Corype
Hoadquarters transport daily.

Free poBtage was in force for ordinary letters,
registration being permitted in the case of official letters
only. Parcels weare not accepted for despateh. All outward
postinge for Australis and t, a8 wull a8 undeliverable,
wera despatched to the Australian Buse Post Offiece, Bnﬁt.
via the British Army Podtal Bervice, V. R, P,, who mado all

the muunn transport arrangements,

out 7 - the .ni:gofthﬂ#thlwru.thl
traneports with the mmlu.zn al Foroe started for
Gullipoli, arriving there about 4 a.m on the 25th, and the
landing eommenced in the ear lmrn:ln! of the 25th, ¥,P.0'%
wera satablished on shore at Gallipoli Soon after landing and
arrongaments ware made for the handling of maile to and from
the troops.,

The Corpe lleadquarters ¥, P,0,, wae sstublished und
located in Mzae Cove Gully, the let Australian Divisional
Headouarters FPost Office with the Headquartere wse located on
the besch batween Anzac Cove and North Plew. The Brigade F,7.0's
did not land until later, the 18t Australisn Divisional Train
F.7.0., romained on board the traneport (ses Diary hela by
Lieut, Hazeldine) and later traneferred %o the H,¥.7 "feeang Bae®
which waf uSed af a Depot Ship from which tuge, launches, ste,
kept up eommunicution betwesn the various truneports and shors.
Colonel Paterson, A,A.Q.M,G,, proecesded on boar! as 0,0 Derot Ehip,
Inward mails ware all placed on board the "Seeahg Bes®and teken
.maﬂ of W the l.ﬂ.ﬂ of the Divisional !rﬂin r-FtO.l. (gt‘rf
Sorgeant F.8.Hageldine) who arranged for the sorting and delivery
of miscellansous mail matter to ths troops lef't on board various
transporte, also to the force sshore,

| - Abeout this peried, the old devignations of Australian
Field Post Offices ware changed. Instead of th date stamps ne
"lot Div. H. Q. 'nr‘ol ﬂ&'”t te Inf. Bde, P, .'. #te, n code
b Rt used - 1s ¢ v. H.Q. ¥F. 7. h‘“ "'b.ﬂ.l'. i't 3“-.
F.P, 0%, “"AN.1", "Let Div. Train F,P.0"., "T.NLIY,, other Infantry
Of fices with same letter, and number of their formation added,
Light Horse Units had letters “L.F" with a number representing
their Cformation.

Dalivery of mail matter was effected by mesne of tugs,
trawlere, eto, Meil®s for the troops ashore were received at
the Corps Heamdquarters F.P.0., and handed over to the roaspective

post /
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post orderlies of the unit® who wers reguired te arrange the
necessary transport (in some cade® mules and donkeys, but in
moEt eale® man power), Owing to the Precipitous naturs of

the eountry it was impossible to use even mule?® and donkays
and the difficulty of mail transport wae great. MNost of the
maile had to be taken to the unite under cover of night ae it
wa® %00 ,dangerous, owing to rifle and shell fire, to aprroach
the positioneé in daylight. Only tho#a who have had experience
of the oonditione of Gallipoeli can apprecimte the vwork carrisd
out by the Auetralian Army Postal Service snd the postal
ordariios ef the units in the rield, -

The receipt of malle wn® very irregular., It often
hapronsd that the &hip with maile for the A I F arrived off the
Peninsula, but owing to bad wamther and other conditions, {t
was impossible t0 land them and they had te be taken back to
Lemno#, in meny cades being traneferred to gnother boat bound
for Gallipold at a later date. A® the shipe wers unsble to
apyroach pier and were required to keep a conéidarable
dietance off shore owing to shell fire, mails had to be offe
loaded and man~handled %0 the F.P.0., very often under shell
and rifle fire. OCutward mails were proyerly made up and under
instructions from the G,0,C., particular care had to be taken to

deepateh Such by the beat means avallable, often the only means
of trangport beling warshipse, torredo boats, ate, whoss
destination was unknown. CSometimes the n.iu garriesd by these
. ships were traneferred Lo trangport® proceeding tc Lemnos,
Alexundria, ate, or taken to Malta or other ports, The correct
girculation of the mails was via G, J,.Q ship stationed off
Gallipoli, but it was not always possible to place them on
board owing to the lack of transport facilities, Later, n kind
of advanced Bu#s Post Office was ostablished in the Gully next
to Ansao Cove formed by part of the personnal of the 1st
Divisional Headquartere F.7.0,, and supplemented by atiached
men and men drawn from the F,.P7.0' as well as British and Yew
Zoaland postal personncel, for the purpobe of handling sll
maile for the force in Gallipoli, ae it was Tound impossible
for the Corps P,P.0 to carry on the work which had considerably
ineressed in veolume,

The sorting of mails in Australis wae falrly esatisfactory
the maile received being sorted in accordance with instructions
iesued by the Tostal Department prior to the departure of the 1lst
Australian Division. There was a falr amount of mail matter
reocaived incorractly addreesed which had to ha checkad over and
"~ records searched for loeation of the addressse., Of course this

wE e Mi{ natural a:mt!h people in Australias were not then educated

up to .

Owing to/comditions preveiling st Gallipeli, it was not

ibla to keap up~to=date records of oasusl ties, transfere, ete,
t nominal rolle were kept by Unit Postal Orderlies who endorsed
undaliverable corrasaspondence « "Wounded®, "Killiea®, "mnhﬁ' or
"Hospital®™ as the ease might be, and returned same to the lid
Poet Office, from whence 1t was defputehed to the Auetralian PBade
A . Yost Office at Alexandria, Egypt.
As the casualties on CGsliipoli were very heavy, the
guantity of rsturnad or undeliveruble mail matter was correse
pondingly great, The Auwstralian Base Army Yost OfTige, Egyrt, was
inundated with returned mail, and, bdefore thay knew whare thay
wera, the Dasa Post Of ios was staocked with bage of letters,
packete, newspavera, parcele, asnd registered artioles., The
whola of the postal trouble evidently arose firom ths faot that
prior to the departurs of the A L. F for Gallipoll, adequate
atal'f was not provided at the Australian BuSe Post Office to
deal with the mails to n?d from the Field. The staff of the A, B.7.0
then oonsisted of ona (1) &taff Eerageant, one (1) Corporal, two
(2) Privates « total four (4), (later inereased %o about twanty
{20) other ranke), This being a Base Toat Office came undar the
gontrol of the Commandant, Australiun Intermeddats Baee, Beypt.

The /

i
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'!hn Assigtant Dirsctor Argy Postal Serviess, A, I1.¥, . (Lieut.,
W.,Rows) attacned to the etaff of A, & N, &, Army ﬁnrpt brnmt
tm matter of the A H.7.0 to the notice of the AA and Q.M. Cel,
Lealie (Imperinl Officer) and sug ested that the staff bve y
inorsased, also other arrangements ve made %0 enable ths mails
of the A, 1.¥., to be properly dealt with. The A.A. & Q.).G,,
informed the A.D.A.P.&8,, that the mattor wae for the ﬂmmlmt.
Avstraliun Intarmsdiats Hase, BEgypt, to arrange and nothing to
49 with the Corps stafl, He yr“md tha Commandant would make
the necedzary arrasgements, These arrangemants were not made
until too late, and, owinz to ths enormous quantity of oasuslty
mails on hand, the limited and untralned poetal etalf - some of
the men being groome, RXEREINER furmers, jockeye, ate -« and the
' fact that Maulle from Australis kert ar-iving in Fgvpt one after
anothar, it was evidently imposaible to wmake ay headway to
eclear off the 0ld mails or to organise and introduce up-to-date
systams for dealing with the redireetion vork. Owing to thie
and condition® of transport, the diffieulties regariing '
dalivery and general handling of malls for the Ferce on Gﬂlipnll
complaingte were fregquent, especially in regard to mail for men
evacuated to hospital. éaluulu“ ware sent to Iamnosd Teland,
Bgypt, Malta, Gibraltar, BEngland, eatc, and the Aiff'icultise l.n'
connection with the racords of these will perhape be understood
aspecially a® malls wars 80 irregular and reportsa of movements
of casuanl ties d4id not reach Alexandria for thres (3) or four (4)
weaks, someilimes lmg’ therefore the raedirsction work of the
A.B,7.0,, Bgypt was 14 bask owing to the hoepital casualty
roporte, ete, not being avallable t0 enable this work fto be
earried out and glear the malls, Jrd ¥chelon at this tims wers
not supprlying Ghz Posg Office with necass data.

1615
tion of the mnranm Base Pout Office was removed %o .
dria and logated in » Goods &hed on the M half of tl:z
td‘f Bergeant

build uﬂm ied a British Yest Office.
%l& “ :f!.? Intermediate Buse Headquarters
Whrie&l Btaff) wau.

,rmo pd to commissione? rank (Lieutenant)
by Colonel Belhaim, nt, ALI.F., Zgyvpt, and plaosd in
charge of the mtrnum Baso ;mt Of'trien, Mcxandrim

At thie time thare wars two I2) Auttralian Base
Post Offices in FEgypt - one at Alexundris and another at Cairo,
alse a large ralirection egotion in Cairo as wall ne u staff
looutad in the ‘ﬂmn 8ection, Civil Post Offiece, Caire, for
dealing with parcels for nmhcn of the A I.F, imlh ware then
arriy at the Civil Post Offige, Caire, and being handled by
the Oivil Postal Authopvities m'hr to being passed to ths A I P
postal staff for detpatoh to the Fiald, A receipt for easch
individual parcel wa® required the Civil Post Gffies, Later,
arrangamsnts were mads fnr all military muils 0 be dslivered
dirset to the Australian Ar-y nn Office,

The work of the P, P.0'8 at Gullipeli increased
eondiderably owing to thes heavy casualtie® and the amount of mail
to be written up and returned to the A B, P.0,., nlsc the mannar of
trangporting and distance from the ¥, P, 0,, to dietributing Office
the road to which was over very stsey hille, most of the mail
traneort being earried out at night owing to shell and rifle

- fire. It was therefors decided te ineresase the staflf of the
Divisional and Brigade Neadquarters ¥,P,0 by one (1) private.
The muum Train ¥,P,0., Btnff remaining the 8:me, viz,

mﬂl (7) other ranks. The ¥.P,0 'ta.ffl had a very tryvi
tima, K. ir offices boing astablished ana-wtli.w m.:,':“"

quite close to trenche® and exposed to shell and maehine
gun fire, ap wers all of fices locsted on nuximu. The Postal
ttaﬂ‘ ua all they could, working day snd night to clear mails
gnd effect delivery. Bvervthing was carried out in accordange
with poetal progedure a® far as it wae possible, having regard
to the conditions prevailing. All malls were proparliy checkaed

inward and outward, receipte obtained for regletered artiocles,
and in wany ousas for parcels also.

Great /

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006160



gy < (5)

Great Aiffioulty was experieneced in ohecking Detpatohes
: _ from Bgypt owing 10 twe or more differsnt despatohwe arriving at
- the Advancad Hase TPost Office (British) on beara the N,¥M,.T,,
| PAragon® at Mudro® at one time, and on acocunt of the limited
accommodation making it imposasible to dump the bags separately,
condsquantly miking the despatehas and whan reloading teo transe
porte for Gallipeli, no noties being tuken of the despatoh
numbars, A wayoill showing the total number of bags daspatohad
vat sant with the mail gusrd %o be handad over te the N,C.0 in
charge of the poutal distributing offloe at Anzae Cove, who,
after cheoking the bage racaipted the bill and returned it to
the officer in charge Advanoed Base Post Office, Mudroe, Thus
it will be sean that although lettere«bills and way-bhills ware
made out at and forwarded from the A BYIP.0,., Beyyt, it was
imposzible Tor the Flald Post OFffless te kKaop a vrojar ahwok
and the lettear-bhllis and wayebhille were vractically useless to
them, A latter=bill from the A,B.P,.0 would show 40 bags of mail
for, say, 18t Infantry Brigade, enclosing 2 bage of rogistared
article¢ « numbaring 100 items - but only 30 bagse encloeing 1

bnt of reglistered articles « 70 ftema « would perhap® be recaive
yat the way-bill racaived from the Advanced Baee Yost 0frice

Mudros who itrunsferrad the mails, would show 350 bhags - no ragise
tored artioclss, as thoass would be snelosed in bags made up ot
the A.B,.7.0., Bgypt, and not opensd an route as & rale « which
would ba eorrect secording to the dsspatoh fpom Hudrows, The
next mail from Mudros would perhape include the misaing bage
with othare for which no letter«bill had been regaived at the
F.P.0., the bag containing the bill dbaing held over with the
h?lﬁau of tha muil at Mudros, This will gilve an idexn of the .
diffioulties in connection with checking and keeping troce of
desputohes of Maile from our BDase Post Office, Egypt. The same
would apply te maile from Gallipoli to Bgypt. A case in point -
2 baxs® containing some 1%0 regietered articles were advised

on a lettar«bill received at a ¥,P,0,, at Gallipelddi, but wers
not recsived with tha bage whieh arrived by that particulay
despatoh, The matter was reportel o the A, DA, P.8,, wvho wired
0.Coy AB.P,0,, Rgypt and to othar powt offices in an endesvour
to trace the missing bage. The 0,C., AR, P,0., wired to eay
that they had been deapatohed on = csrtain date But no traca of
them could be Tound, Eometime after unother mall arrived gt
Gullipoli and the missing bags were recaived, having besn hela
up with other mailes st Mudros as deseribed above, '

Owing to the absence of poStage @stamps, postal ordere
ata, at F,7.0', no re latration or parcel RNEEXXREX post work
¥as transacted with the exespiion of O H. M, 8,, (Official) items.
Lettars ur %o 4 038 in weight wews secepted for fres postase.

AS theres was 1little or nothing in the way of parccls of value
to 8end from Gadlipoli, it was not considered necesSsary to
stook stamys, ete, at PP, 0's, Wut later when a Fisld Cashier
visitad Gallipoll at irregular intervals with pay for troops
and aprlication®s were heilng received for paltnf notes and stampe,
arrangements wers made for the sale of those at a sombined
British=Australisn and Few Zealand Office at Anzanc Cove, The
- gounter-work, viz, Sale of Stamps, Hritish Postal Notes (these
for elreulation to United Kingdom, Bgypt, New Zaaland, ete,
but not Australis as they were not then negotiusble in the
Commenwaslth) was handled by the K,7.).8,, (British) Section
wno had an advance in cush and stoek®, and u® 8oon a® the troops
m“ﬁ AWLTre .{‘:1::- u:gmnt a4 large amount of business in
Po8 Lal notes -G ete, was tran ad.

&’A.B.A,g.ﬂ.. Ansac Corpe t-ut;;!hd 2ll the Poetal
fervioes st Anzme Cove, Gullipoli viz ie Av tralian, Few Zesland
Sritish and Indian Ruxxmxx Offices, The British und Indisn
Of "lee® had on sale Stampe, Poetal Notes, eto,

Mall Services betwesn Hgyrt and Wudre® and G.1lipold
al#o Nudros and United Kingdom were arranged by the DAV.B,,

M. E.¥., Rgrpt, Loounl services, viz, betwsen Nudros, Imbros, Ansae
Cove, Cape flelles, uvia Bay, by the D.D.P.8,, WA F,, G, H.Q,,
Imbros Islsnd, Land servicas by the respactive A, D A P8,

| The /

B —
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The system of transrorting to mnd landinz mail® st Ansap
Gove wae ue fellows i« Loaded on to transpori® or flest-sweaperse
at lHudres, offlosded into barge®, lighters, ste, and man-hsndled
from plers to the Advanced Base Post Off 400 at Aname Cove
situated about 700 yarde from the pler up a steep hill; checking
wae garried out as thoe bage were dumped.

Owing to sahall fire este, the transports and fleet
swecper® had to kesy wsll out from land and partics of men were
sant on lightere or barges to offload mail® and bring them ashore.
A N.C,0 and two or thres men in charge of g gang of Yaultese
labourers usually carrie’. out this work, which wae very trying
and also dangerous % 1t NAEEENER sometimes happenad that our
friend the Turk took a hand in the game and sent along a shall
or two to hurry the bubinase up. In one cuse the shelling wap
very savare and the fleet sweepsr hal to move off quiokly te
g;u boing Punk. One #fhell struck the Ship dbut 4id little damage.

ortunately a barge with about 156 bags of Auetralisen Mafle,
etores, #2te, on board, which was ‘hwing at the ship's side was
overturned and maile, ete, all lost owing to tha rough Sea and
waeh of the shiy, which wae moving very guiekly at the time,
Thie sccident was inquired into and full particulare of the mails
reported and advertised in Corpe Orderas.

On November 17th 1015 - 168 bage oontaining A I.F.,
¥e2.R.F,, and British mails were lost through the foundering of

. the tug "CGaby"* off CGallipeli. An Australlan Poetal man acting ae
mail guard on this tug had a narrow escape from beaing drowned,
and was retgcued only just a®¢ the tug Sank.

577 bage of Australian Maill wars lost through the
ginking of transport ®"Orange Princa® (torpadoed) bhetweon
Alexandria and MHudroe,

Other mails wers alsoc lost owing to shell firae, ete,
mine explosions, loss of ships, ate, Recorde of Post ﬂrf'inu
and Postal Orderlies were nl-hnu lost in thie munner. Every-

thtng poseible was done to Safeguard ths mails, but it :r not
poBsible 1o wateh everything or svery individusl, especially
when mails ware carried through eommunication trenches at night
and on Indian carte along the be for 53 to 5 miles in
the dark. Maillbguards wera provided, dbut with 20 to
it wa® not possible to provide & mun for esagh cart.

onrte
obheries of
rogietered mails and parcslé toock place and after employing
every means to trace ths thief or thiesves, a trap was set and
an Indian Mule Cart driver was csught red-handed and dealt with,

¥Maltets labourers were alSo caught robbing the mails on the
barges at they were baing br t from traneperts, in spite of
the fact that military police aua-!mhd each barge to and
from the shore. Maull bags wera aplit open and contents of
parcel® rifled by the labourers who ware a pack of cunning
thievas, Of courss the postal Offlciale got the blame for the
loss of parcels, ote, Stolen in thies manner, which was most
unjuet, a# one oould not do mora to protact the malle at that
time owing to shortase of men and conditiond prevalling; later,
the malls were landed under dupervision of N,C.0'8 and parties
of men told off to watoh them ¢losaly, and in this wuy the
thieving became lesa fregusnt. MNalls on 6hips coming I'rom and
going to Alexandria and other portsé were at times rifled and
thinge became 80 serious that mail guarde had o be suprlied «}-
all traneéports oarrying mails, On many ships there wae no
accummodation for safeguarding mails, whioh were &imply dropred
into the hold or stacked on lower decke, Feamrly all cases of
interference with mall matter was traced te outsiders, and not
to the postal of riciuls. It was very rarely that a postal
of ficinl or unit postal orderly iInterfored with postal articles,
Barly in the Gallipoll Cumpaign, about May or June
1915, a break of some aonslderable time occurred without any
mail® bveing received and sverybody was discontented at not
roceiving letters, ate, from home, A.I,¥,, Intermediate Base,
Bgyrt, snd 3rd Bohelon, Alsxandria wers com 1aininf about the
non-receipt and delay to mails to and from lipoll, snd owing
to thise 1t was deciied to send an Officer to Byypt Lo make some

enquiries /
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enquirie® regarding poetal matter® generally. The A.D,AP.8,,
Ansac Corpe wane instructed to progescd on this mis-ion and left
Galliveli on the 16th June 1015 for Hlexandria, via Mudroe,
arriving there about 20th June 1915, After reporting to the

VAP E,, M.AB,F,, (Major ¥eClintoek’' und discus=zing certaln
mattere, slso vieiting the A HB.T.0,, located in a goode shed on
the wharf at Alexandria - Lisut, c.émnmm beinzg in charge -
he laft for Caire to inespact the Army Poat Office, A.I.F,, there.
A8 already Btated herein, thars were two (2) Baee Toet Offices in
Bgyrt, one (1) in Cairo alsc a redirection section and parcels
gection, A Warrant Officer wae in charg: of the officee in Cairo,
a Staff Sergeant suverviesing the redirection and parcels ssctionse,
The 8taffs- of these offices, aleo the office at Alexahdria, cone
sisted meinly of temporarily attached men « men disoharged from
nhospital who wers without any postal knowla or clerical sxpere
fenen, and it was no wonder the Base Post Oflice had Mﬂhnﬁ; in
sarrving on luthfmtoru{. The staff wers without s thbrough
knowladge of the compotition of the A.I.F., and misesorting was
continually taking place. Loeation work, viz, recording the -moves
of unite to ensble mails t0 b2 despatehsd to the latest location
wae not properly undereteood owing te the untrained staff, Lettere
addresszad to jrd Hchelon, Alexandria, wers found in the Basa Yost
Office, Cairo, amonzet returped mall, and in the redirsction
section "Live" mail wae discoverad amonget "undeliverable® mail
ate, ate, all owing to spparently inexperienced sorters,

The work of the Avustrsliamn parcels eection at the Civil
parcals effices, Calrc, was slow and laberious, but thay were
handicaprad by having to give individual receipts for parasls to
the Oivil Authorities,., Parcels ware listed in duplicste to all
units and bageed accordingly.

The Reiirsction 8Bection was loosted in a reom in an old
barracks in Cairo, The pluce belng stacked with bDundle® and bage
of latters, parcels, ete awaiting redirection. Here again men
from hospital were ftamyorarily attached to carry on this important
work. Small memor:ndum books wera being kept for the purposs of

recording addreseas, which wers written by & staff of 2 or 3
men from hospital 1iste lua | %

to this section., It f¢ not
posaible at thi®s date %o say whether thess returne were renderad
waskly or fortnightly.

At it was thought impossible to redireet the wail, at
the same time deliver to addresseas eanlling at tLhis of fliee for
latters, ste, the callars being very numerou® and the stafl Rhere
being kept continually looking up their mail, noe headway eould
be made with the redirsetion work emtthy, for 2 days eor
more aevery week, the doore wera liﬂm ngainst osllares to snable
this work to be carriad ocut, Thie eould perhspé have basn avoide
by increasing the Staff - 1f avallabls - and working at night,

snd 80 geot ahead of the back mails
The A.D,A.P.8., A.L. 7., fl.itut. Ross) sugcestad a card

system for records, inetsad of the Tlim8y axercise hooke whioh
ware only exueing delay and wore quite out of date, and not at
al)l suitadble for redirection work., However, the Commandsnt,
Australian Intermedizte Base, Oaire, and the 0.C., A B.P.0,, both
dsclined to aceept ths sugrestion und continued on in the old
way. Other mattere wers gone into and many little difficulties
overcome on the spot without a lot of unnecessary ¢orresrondence,
It 18 not meant in this history te criticiss any section
of the Army Postal Corp®, but to point out the diffjoulties, ‘
eéys tem® and Suguestiions for improvemants, ate, in connection with
the whola searvics, ol
Regarding the Australian Base Post Office, I think the
of ficer Commanding should write up the hiatory of that seation,
and will not therefors ?a any Turther into the working of that
Offiem, sxaept to say, it would appear that, although the ataff at
the A.B.P.0., at the time wae composad of inexperienced men a®
praviously mentioned herein, it was not the fault of tha 0,C,, ae it
was impossible to obtain a sufficlient number of tralned postal or
glerical men at the time and he was foreced to acsept the bast he

eould get, ow to anermousd ti 18 inward ou
to Iw‘;t‘hlng the avy mdtr::ﬂmtzng mﬂ: had to u'?‘mm
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| Prior to leaving Alexandria for return to Gallipoli the
following propoeale suggested By the A5, A.T.8., Anzae Co ware
disoussed at a Omall eonfarence hald in the D, A.P.E,, ¥.5,F,,
(Major YeClintoek)Office, Aleswndriai-
1. The soerting of poriion of Australian ¥ails en btoard mail
bopté on route - vis, late peetings, misecllancoud busg® and
loadquarters mail. A Small staff to be placed on 2uch boat who
would alee Sort malile outward bound to Australis from t on
roturn journey. Four weeks on journey to and from Rgypt wae
baing wagted, Thé argument® aguineét this yroposel wers that it
#ould require too mueh wscommodation; staff would have to
gonsist of 5 men and an E,C,0,, on auoh hoat whigh =ould mean
if a boat left Aubtralia avery two wooke with A, I.P mails, six
-tqt::‘of 5 or 6 men would be recuired to ¥eap the Siswms Scheme
work A
2« At thie period, Nalle for the A I.7 were baing ®ent to
Alexondris by truin from Buez (occesionslly frem Port Saidd
which wa2 a great wadte of time, rallway and transport. Yearly
- all Light Horee and many other unit® ineluding Headquarters,
A .7 Pay Corpe, ete, were located in and around Cpnirc - maile
baing re~despatched 7 om Alexandria. It was suggestied that a
Travelling Tost Offica be atteched to the train from Buez « the
Civil Poital Authorities were wiliing to suprly the van -« and
Same of the mails gould e sorted en route, eaving 7 or & houre,
also, malle from Cairo be trucked nparntuir snd sent direct to
Cairo. Thie schome wae alto Sidee~tracked as not being worth
while or Some other suoh reaton. It i& Lelieved that later onm
these malle wore OIMERTED Dlrmnixraxlgiesy to Cniroe direct.
J«  Mnother Buggostiovn wus thet un Offigcer and small staff of
trained Postal N.C.0's and men with a thorough knowledze of the
working of the Army Postal Syotem in the Field and Base be Sent
L0 Ausiralla for the felilowing purpoSs -~ The Officer to Supsr-
vise generally the sorting, despatehing, ete, of all army maile
and to keep in touch with the Army Fo8tal Corps in the Field
wnd sdvise the Civil Postal Authorities on all milig postal
matters, such ws compo@ition of Foree, new formaticnejlocations
and sorting of msile for such. The ﬂ‘amn and men to be alletted
to different Ctatee and attaohsd to the respsctive Censraml Post
Offices to suparvies and abeiet the Civil Authoritiss in the
handling of Army Nalls. These men would be kopt advised with
up=to=date instructiont by the Offieer mantionad praviously, who
would bhe attached to Defence, Melbourna, but recuirs: to travel to
G.P,0'8 in eavh ftate Oocmoionally to inspect the working in
aennsction with Army Maile, sate. If thie soheme had besn aoarried
out mueh trouble would have been saved and the sorting of mails
could have besfl improved sonsiderably; many other thinges could
aleo have besn improved and the Army i’mtul Corps would have had
& connect link in Austrslis to leok after their interests _
advise the Defence Authorities also keeyp the pablie posted with
much valuadle information which would have suved mony unfounded
complaints which were made through ignoranee on the part of the
paople in Australia. Many things could have besn dealt with #n
tha r:;“ by the Army Postal representative without wakting time
in erring them to the A.I.F overssas, This scheme was paSsesd
Out a8 it was thought by ons or two of the Officers present that
it wa® not worth while condider a8 the Var might be over any
day (this was in June / July 1915) It was oo late. Ridiculous,
conslidering 1@ month® had not elaj®ed ®ince th: war began .
| ter in 1915 the Defence Departmont, it is understood,
arranged for a Warrant Officer of the Inetructionsl Et.ff in eac
Btate to attend at the respective G.P.0's for the very purpose
which was Suggosted at the Conference mentioned harein, These men,
although having military exjerience, would be agtically useless;
a® they had no knowledge of what was recuired {: the Fileld or ;
Base Toet Of "ice and wers not in touch in any way with the Army
, Postal Authorities overseas. Many letters were returme! to the
Senders by these Varrant Officers as insuf"igiently addre

which

L
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which, had they reached the Army Post Office, eould have heen
dalivered without trouble., In fact meany did ewentuslly arrive in
the flsld with ths original address thereon and delivery was
effected. This caused complainte from the addressest and the Army
Youg Office got the banefit of it all,
At the completion of duty in Egypt whioh la®ted about
12 to 14 days, the A D, A, P.E., returned to Gallipoli and verbally
reported the result of hie enquiries in FEgypt to the D, D, P.8,,
ME.F., Inbros Island and to the A.A. & Q.¥.0 (Cel, Leelie) Anzac
Corp® ,and Major Griffithe, 18t Australian Divieionanl Hegdgquarters,
Some improvements in the malls were noticed later, but the old
trouble regarding parcels being received in a very much damaged
condition was resurring and a letter wa® esnt to the Com-andant
A.I.F Headquarters, Cairo, suggesting that a parcels section de
gotablished at the Base Post Office, Alexandria, and all parcels
handed over direct to the Army Tost Office without first geing
through the hande of the Civil Post Office, also that damaged
parcals be ree-wrapped or repacked where nucessary prior to despateh
to the field. The reply recoived was that arrangements had slready’
bean made for this to be done. This improved matters somewhat, dut
#till many parcels were recelved in the field without any addrass
: and oontent® Joosa in the bagd owing to the amount of handling
| : they received and the dumping from ship to ship, ete, Contents of
als recselved looses, which 1t was imposeible to deliver owing
to lack of address, wers handed over to hospitals on the beach
for distribution to patiants, |
It 15 not nacessary to conmtinue in regard to Piald
Eyetems, suffice to Say that theay were the best poesible taking
| s into condideration the unparallelsd conditions prevailing. The
| #tal s of all offices ineluding New Zealand, British and Indian,
worked spleondidly in their eofforte %o hcﬁ.m servicaen going.
& ome our units were at Cape Helles, ¥udros and ros

at different periods and muils wers transferred accordingly.
The let Divisional Train ¥,P,0 staff under Staff Sergeant
R.8,Vazeldine supplemented by attached men wars @tationsd on bHoard -

e T . has e e Cove)

atwesn | ape 88 an ac Cove).

Muils for A I.F ’h.h! ﬂ‘&u :::u'm despatohed direct from

;hn "Aragon®, locations being supplied by A DA P.E., 18t Anzac

orype, |

Note: The eystem in vogue at the 18t Australian Divisional Train
Office on board the "Aragon® might be suprlied by Lieut,,
B8, Hazeldine whoe wae Etaf ! Sergeant in oharze of the

of fiee during that rrtﬂ.
0 be mors eonvarisntly hundled to and

geantre

To snable mails
from shive, it wae decided to astablish an offics right oprosite
the ¥orth Pler at Ansa¢ Cove below the Ordnance Derot, and the
dissributing of fice located near Ans.o Gully was mawunfly transe
ferred thers on completion of a bullding 50 ft x 50 't shieh had
been erscted for the purpose, This building consisted of timber
frame-work filled in with sand-bage, and wa® a very fine ®Structure
indeed for Gallipoli., Barbed wire #nolodurs® were being srected
in which mail bage were to be dumped, also scoommodation for the
staff « bunks belng fitted as the winter wae very severe. There
vas 2 @pall tramway from the pler right round thie ofriecs and
mails could bs loaded from lightere on to trucks and taken right
up Lo the Pest Office door and d without any carrying.
Unfortunately the office had only been established and working
about 2 or 35 weaks when the evacuation from Gallipoli took place.
Mails howaver, wers kert going right up to the last few days.
Instructions were isesued for all maile on hand at P, P.0's to be
cleared and handed ovar {0 the distributing office at ¥orth Pier
at the earlisst orportunity and no mails ware to BHe held in ¥, 7P.0'
but must be cleared daily. This referred malhly to clean outward
postinge and returned or BRRAXX undeliverables mail matter,

On Decamber 1915. the D, D.AT.8, s Mg 2.7, , At Imbros
vab advised that no more maile should be forwarded to Gullipold
* | | agd /
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and inward mail® Qeased accordingly. Cutward mails from Gallipell
wers despatohed a8 epportunity offesred, Porticn of the Staff of
the Dietributing Office whieh consisted of Iritish, Australimm
and New Zealand K.C,C'% gnd men, remained behind unul ,Juet prior
to the final evacustion to uuu of f any mailes on hand. All mails
on hand were cleared, al®o Tostal Recorde,

The Fhld Postal Etaffs progeeded to Mudros with
their unite, the staff of the Distributing Post Office on arrival
at Yudros being temporarily attached t0 an Australian Depot of
Bupprly, and later on were disbanded. The British Etaff were
instructed to raport to the A D AP.E,., at Mudroe, Later, the
Australisn and New Zesland £taff were attached to the 1st °
Avstralian Divisional Tralin Post Office at Mudres under EStaff
fergt. Hazseldine, and the Indian Poetal Etaff to an Indian Unit.,

The 1.3.&.‘".5.. MAmzwe Corpe and ¥,7,.0,, Corpe Heapd-

varters were looated on Launos Island with :pﬁrtlﬂl of Corps
taff, OCeneral Birdwood and other membere of his staff progesded
to G, H.Q., Imbros after the evatuation and later pmn-hd direot
to Egypt.

On asoount of the hold up of mails Auring the ﬂ'mﬂ-
ation, thers ware at this tims lmthmg like 40,00C bage
mall at Nudros or on board transrvorts waitlng'daliﬂr{ to an
troops including Australian and FNew Zesland, Owing to
enormous stauoks of mails on Shore at the lest Australisn Divie-
ional Train Office, and the fact that A.I.F Unite were not
pxpectad to ramaln 1m at Mudroe, but were to embark for Rgyrt
instructions ware issued by the cmr- Headauarters to the
DeAP. 8., M. B, F., that mails were not te be delivered to
Avttralian units, but forwarded toe Bgypt as soon a8 transport
wat available,

A few smull unite howaver 4id obtain maile and
affacted delivery o them to the addressess, These units hed
te procure and pay for private watar transport themselves to

| garry the mails acrces harbour, us Yaval Sransport wat not
available for this purpose at the time.
Staff, inecl ’:::.‘m:h g ;tlgi‘f &ﬁi!nniot? 1’““1
taft, ud tra &h ew Zenland, 414 very
| good work, often being -ﬂé M!n gun, and riﬂ- fire
. whilet discharging their ﬂutin but seldom 4id thie detar them
snd oftan 4% wa® necateary to umma the N, C.0'® and men to
gease work owing to extra heavy shelling before they would
doeist in their endeavours to unload or load mmile,’
In one particular inetance, fergeant Yeileon,
2.0.0 in charee of & Beitets Bivieteael Pield Bees Sretes done
trolled by the A.D.AP.E., Anzsc Corpe, was bringing a convoy of
mule carte loaded with mails from his divizi.n located sbout 3¢
miles from Anzac Cove (Corps Headguarters) towards Buvla Bay.
It was night, but not very dark, owing to a small moon ehining.
The convoy had %o procesd along the Beaoh and st one or twe
points wae sxposed to machine gun fire, Fergeant Neilson wae
wounded in the leg, but borrowed a2 mules from & unit TRREREXX
| . nearby, mounted, and continued on hi® journey bringing hie
| sonvay safely thrwgh and delivering his mails, Aftir having
- nis wound dressad, he returned the smme way with his convoy
raloaded with maile for delivery to hies division, For this notion
he was recommended by the A, D A, V,.8,, Anzac Corps, for some
award, and later received the mumuma Conduct Yedal,
Thie fergeant 1% now « Liesutenant in the R, E.7.8,, AN.F,
Acting ﬂ‘hf!' Bargeoant J.P.88yring, Austral ian W “ﬂtd Corpe,
for Bsome time in eharge of the PosStal Distribution Office at
Angae Cove aleso 4id very good work, and was later recom-ended

for award, mugunl { recaiv thi Maritorious fervice YWedal
in h#mhir 121 whilet ANee ,

40 llﬂn&y stated, portion of the Anznc Corye Etaff
vas left at Vudros to swailt s traneport bound for BEgypt. The
A D AP E., Ansnc Corpe and F,.P,0 Etaff left for Ngyrt by the
"Empress of Britain® which conveyed about 5000 troops seross,
The voyage was uneventful amd nothing exciting ocourrad on the
way. Owing to danger of submarinesa, all were ﬂq;“ h“ want

2

its /
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; lifebelte during the dey~-time. ¥We arrived at Alexandria esrly in
1926 and procesded to Ismailia where the Corps Headquarters wers
located. At this time there were two Ansao Corps Hepdouarters -
lst and 2nd. The former under Lisut. Ueneral BSirdwood and ths
latter under Major-General Godlay. The staff of the Znd Corps
gonsisted, with the sxecoption of one or two, of Officers of the
old original C Etaff. The let Corpe had not been properly
formed at this ¢ and all the formationt of th: old Corpes ware
under the amma of Major-Goneral Godley. later, most of the
Of ficers of the originad Corpe Ctaf'f were traneferred to the
Headquarters of the 18t Anzao Corps® under Lieut, General Birdwood
mﬁ new Officers appointed to fill their places on the Z2nd Anzso
pe (most of these being British). Our Australian unite in
lmt ware soattered - some at Telealekebir, Ferry Post, Serapsum,
Maadi end Zeitoun - whers they were dumped urtw the avicuation
from Gallipoli,

On 10/3/1916, A.I.¥ Grur I-'e. 107 was iesued, which

roade ae followa ie SRGANIZATION O : MITE -
#2111 postal units of the A.I.F un !llﬂaf'hr form nrtim u.
pﬂtr corps designated the AusStraliam Army Tostal and
fnr a® the exigenciesd of the service admit, =xll prmﬁunm ni:h
be made from wlthin the Corps, snd not ﬂmin the individual unite
of the Corps. The A.D,A.P.E,., A. & N, %2, A.C,, and the ¥N,.C,.0% and
men of the A.I.F bdorne on the establishiment of the Postal Fervices
A. & N.Z,.A.C,, are trmlrlrnd xxm 10 the Australion Army Postal
Corps with their existing seniority”,
Thues the staffs of the Special Base Yostal Corps snlisted in
Auetralia for service in Bgypt and the Fisld Poetal Tersonnal!
beowne mmalgamnted,

On the formation of the “nd Ansac Corps, it wase
necese to appoint another D,A.D.P.8,, AJI.F,, nnd Etaff Ber
2.8, Hazeldine, N.C.0 in charge of the 1lst Mtrﬁlm Divisien
hlh F,P.0,, was commissionad and took up “t’ on Mareh 12th
1916, Owing to new Divieions, Brigades, otc, being formed 1t
was necesSsary to eetablish Field ?Mt fices for them, whieh
wae a difricult propesition as there was a Shortage ﬁf good
postal men. ¥any of thes nlghd Army Tostal awr ware promoted
to take charge of the naw snd, to complete the staflfs,
apylications were called for from members of A ITF who m
previous podtal knowledge. In this way men wers obtained, bdut
they were not always sultavle and &8 the matter wae m'gmt. the
best of them wers choten and transforred to the Australian Army
Tostal Corpe.

The Australian Base Army Postal 8taff, srpeciaslly
enlisted for duty in t arrived thers from Australia in
Oatebar 1 15; The ® econkiated of tha folloving Of7icers and
other ran -

Captn. Fishar Director of Austrulian Army Po6tal Sarviegss,
Lisut, C. 7, ‘ilm
" ~ Tyler
Warrant Officer Solomon
Staff Sergeant H, Crome
fergeants
Xzix Corporals
Privates,
u"“l ﬂlptm c.P,.¥Wilson, 0,C .9 A.B, 7, Qil Lﬁﬁdﬂl. will perhaps
suprly the hfnuuitm requirad to complete the above,

Cuptain Fisher was attached to the A..'! ¥ Haadguarters

Caire, and tnk gontrol of the Austvalian Army PosStal Bervices,

but owing to Some dl.;gimnu -uhh resigned his Commis oi on

and :ntumd to in April 1914, Thil wa® ragrettadble,
he being a than efipable Officer, Lieut, C,Cunn
0.8., AB,P,0,, ncxmdrin. onn the resignation of Captain Fisher
was appﬁlnttd Acting DoAP.E,, although he wae a Junior to thes
‘inht?- . det Anzac cul'p. in the riild.

Madd Servicas -~ ¥Maile for A, IF (from Australia) were nearly
alway® offloaded at Port Tewfik and taken by train to m:m/u

or
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d for breaking uwp inteo unite, viz, Infantyy Battalions, Light Horse
Regimente, etec, - a® they were received from Australia sorted into
Brigades only - and for location of ®ame, Mail®s from United Kingdom
were landed at Alexandria and Port Sald and despatched to the
AB.P.0 $0 be dealt with in a similar mannar to Australian ¥aile.
On completion of the "breaking up" ete, the maile ware despatohed
to Lalrg ~ for A.L.F Headguarters, Light Horse, Australian Hoepitals
and units in and around Cairo - hLJ_Em; -~ for Infantry
Artillary, ete, unite located there., l8mailia - for units of the
1st Australian Division at Serapesum, aleo for unite of the 2nd
Avstralian Division at Ferry Pomt. A lar%v cum;f Post Office wab
formad at Tel el Kebir to moct as the distributing office for the
units in that district, tha lst Australian Divisional Train ¥,7.0
on arrival at Mudros being attached to this offics for a time to
assist, but on 1lst Division being transferred to ferapsum were
also trunsfarred to th:t placo.

| The 18t Anzac Corrs ¥, P.0 and the A, D, A, P.5., A I.F,, were

loocated in & building at Ismallia formerly used a8 an Indian Toet
Office. An office Tormed from personnel supprlied from the
Australian Base Vast Office reinforced by attached men was opsned
at Ismallia oprosite the Railway ftation in 4 marquee tant - this
of fice wa® designated §,.2.4A, All muils for trooye at Farry Fost
wnd Serapoum or Ismuilia, inoluding the let and 7nd Ansge Corpe
were handled at £.2,.4A., thote for Faerry Poet being called for by
an ¥,.0.0 from the 2nd Australisn Divieional Train F,.P,0, Emmstkiax
located on the bank of the Buez Canal. ¥alles were transiorted by
- G.B.Iuggunt daily, outward deapatohes slso being drought daily

toe ]'...P. I'ﬂﬂiliﬂ- Thﬂ ?ni Bi?l Tfnin F-T’.o ‘E‘t- Lﬂiﬂg’ aotad

ns the distributing off'ice fer the units in the Ferry Post Araa,
muile being forvarded by light railway to the Suprly Railhead
whare a temporary Tnt office formed froum men drawn from F,P,0's
of the “nd Australian Division was established, Nominal Rolls

ware Surilisd to this Office by the unite® and the mail was, as far
u8 possible, chacked befors being despuatched with suppliee by
camel traneport to the units in the front line, soma miles beyond
the railhaad. "Returned® mail being brought back to the ¥, 7.0 on
the returning empty camel transport which, after being chacked,
wae decpatched with w to the P, P,0 (8,2,44) at

ian Divisional Train P,7,0 at Ferry

Ismailin via the “nd Aust
Tost,

Craat difficulty wus experienced in transrorting the maile
t0 the units owing to the distance to be travareed across the
Jesart and the naecessity for guarding the mails from &poilation
by the Arab® asnd other native® who secompanied it, A® mailr, ae
wall a® Suprliee, wer: being interfered with, and it was found
that in some caves XNRX both wars dumped in the sand by the Arabe,

who wished to got rid of their loads and return to camn (only
aftar muoch trouble and search wers thess thing®t recovered snd
delivered) it wae decided that an Officer and armed guard should
socompany =11 suprly convoys, This put an end to the trouble and
thinge went along smoothly,

At ferapeum (let Austrslian Divieion arsa) the 1st
Australisn Divisional Train F.P.0, or portion of 1t, was loecated
on the aadt side of the Tues ﬂmui at the terminus of a short
branch railway built for military purposes, which ran from the
main Ismallia - fuez Rallway to the east bank of the Canal,
¥aile from all units located in the Eorapoum ares weras deepatched
from Ismailia to the let Australian Divisional Train P, P,0 (Etaff
Bgt. B.8.Hazeldina' in charge) and on arrival were tranefarrad to
G.8.VWagzone, taken acrosée the Cunal over a pontoon bridse to the
let Australian Divieion Headquarters F.P,0 for cheeking, ote,
thence to the light railway and despatehed to the railhe=xd where
a #imilar svetem was in vogue to that at Perry Poet, Guarde wars
alwaye sent with the mail® on the rail as well as camel or horee
transport. The 18t Australian Division Headouarters ¥,7,0,, at
this tims wes, I think, in charge of Acting Staff Sgt. Fadlay.

During this time great diffioculty was experienced in
obtaining receipts (personal) for pareels, but every effort 17-

made
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’ made and in a great majority of cate® the receipts ware obtained,
Piffieulty arocée in ragard t0 transport on the rallway and oamel
tran®nort owing to the heavy mails for the A, I.F, and it wae
found impossible sometimed %0 elear the malls in ons day, but
they were always c¢leared the following day.

At a later date, mails landed at Tort Tewfik, were
sorted out for Eerapeum, Tel el Kebir, FPerry Tost, Ismailia,
Cuire mnd Alexandria, and rforwarded to those ylaces direot.
This of course made tha work of the distributing offieea very
muoh heavier as they had to 4o the bresking up prior to despateh
to the units in the field; howaver, it expeiited the delivery of
the mails and also saved considersble tLruneport on the railwaye
a8 wall as much unnecesssary handling.

About ¥ebruary 1916, the re-~organization of the
Australisn Infantry took plage and the formation of the 4th
Australinn Division was commenced. Portion of ths old Battalions
of the 18t Australian Diviesion wae transeferred to the naw Division
and reyiaged by reinforcement®, thus the 1lst and 4th Divisionkl
Infantry units were composed partly of old and partly new troops,
Officers and other ranké wlike, Imagine if you can, from a
purely postal point of view, the problem set before ué. Mall
matter would arrive in BAQS addressed to omne unit while the
addressse was with asnother, which meant sending the correspondanca,
parcels, ote, to the original unit, checking through noeminal rolls
to asgertain the new unit te whieh the addresees had gone, than
forwarding the mail accordingly. Theorstically, a very easy problem
but not %o in practice. First of all the preparation of the nominal
rolle -« an enormous job = and the checking of the mull matter
againet the rolls a a#till greater job, for once the roll was pPree
parad it was finished with, but the arrival of mach mail meoant
ehecking over aguin, and 80 on, ad infinitum. Troope wers instructed
to write home immediately and advieés their correspondente of their
tranefer and the designation of ths unit to whieh they wars now
attached; many 4id =0, but a great many falled, and malls were
coming addressed to the old units for many months following. In
any oase, some two months at leoast mutkt elayse befors any aeffect
gould be felt from thoss who had advised as Instructed, In order
to expadite the chacking of the mall mutter at the unite, asuthority
was given for an axtra postal orderly to be attachad %o fnfuntry
Battalions, This assisted to some extent and ralievad the pressure
gomewhat at the unit, but the work at the Fileld Post Offices was
vary much increased owing to the extra hundling and traneferring of
the mails from one Battalion to another, i.2, mail undeliverable at
the let Battalion at Serapesum had t0 ba forwarded to the? new
Battalion at Tel el Kebir, a distancs of avvroximately 25 miles
by rall, exclusiva of tha axtra distance to bs travelled on the
military light rallway at Eerapsum from units in the line. It will
thus be aprarent what this cross transfer of mails meant from a
tm:{ﬂ*t view, to say nothing of the handling an route at the
Po points, ¥aturally, there was very ceoneiderabls d-lay in

delivery to portion of the malls, dut the majority of tha troors
understood ths reagéon and were patisnt and uncomplruining.

A® the let Anzac Corpe, including the 18t and 2nd
Avetralian Divisions were shortily to proceed to ¥Franee, it was
necossary to make arrengement®, not only for the fermations pro-
cending oversea®, but for those remaining behind. Owing to the
reorgunization mentioned previocusly~here this was a most
diffioult question, snd, in order to fﬁ!ﬂﬁiato soms precticabdbls
scheme, a Conference was asrranged to be held at the Bavoy MHotel,
Cairo, to discuee the whole question. This took place abeut the
end of February of beginning of Nareh 1916, The following Officers
wers preesnt e

&8s Col. ‘P.'Mrtﬂ. Director of hw Tostal “ﬂ!ﬁ&l, #-R|F"
(now B,R,F) (Britien)
Captain ¥anning, Dejuty Director of Army Tostal Services(Drit,)
. C.Fisher, Director of Austn,Army Tostal Bervices,
Lisut. A.V.Ross, Aveistant Dirsctor of Australian Army Postal
fervicas « L&t Anzac Corps.
*  O,Kemp, ASwistant Director (British) Calro,
* C,Cunningham, 0,C, Australian Base Post Office, Al:;ﬂiri;.
UT .
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Lieut. Chas. Wilson, O0.C. Australiun Base Post Offioce, Cairo.

Many important matters wers discu®sed. The main question
being the handling of mails for the A I.F,., in Fgypt and Franeco.
Owing to the re~organization of the Australian Infantry and other
unite, great difriculty in dealing with thess malle was anticipa-
ted. ﬁnmr mails on arrival from Australias should Be Sent direct
to France and returnel to Rgypt after all mall matter for the
troops there had been extracted or, disembarked at Rgypt first and
mail for thosa troops in Egypt picked out, the bdalance boing dese
patohed to France -~ this was discussed at length; finally it was
dscided that the lattsr procedurs would bs the best, Arrangements
ware made accordingly. though it would mean delaying the mail
for the troops in France, it was thought preferable to rermitting
i1 to be sent past Egypt to France in bulk, taking it across
Franee .o Calals or wherever the Austrulian Buse Post Office wase
to be located, and returning the Egyptiasn portion. The vhole of
the mails for A I.F had therefors to be checked through in Bgypt
prior to despateh to Franece, An enormous job, howevar, it wae
apparently the only way out of the difficulty.

For many months the Australian Army Postal Cor:® suf fered
owing to the numerou® complaints® rugudim delay, ete, to mall
matter through no fault of the staff who wers not teo blame in
any way. owing to the malls having to be hsld “¥ in Bgypt as
mentioned herein and that for Egyptian peroonne extrauotad,
much delay was oocasioned. Thisg together with the ramoval of
the Australian Base Post Office to Frunce, the orgunizing of
new systems and serviees, thence the tranefer of the Australian
Base Post Office to London on arrival of the AT Administrative
Headquarters in London, and the unavoidable lose of a eertaln -
mtod of records - all gcau¥ed troubls to the Australian Army

tal Corpe and tended towards dissatisfaction amongst thode
who did not understand the situation.

To enable preliminary arrangemsnts to be made for AI.F
Yostal Services in France, and to establish a Bass Post office
aither in France or Nngland, it was decided to send an
Australisn Postal Officer woroes to oonfer with the Director
of Army Postal Services, B.Z.F,, (Colonel Price), (British),
who wae locsted at Abbaville, France. Lisut. C,¥Wileson, 0.C.,
Austrelisn Buse Post Office, Calro, was accordingly inetructed
to procead to France immediately on this miseion, This Officer
left by P, & 0, Boat on 1916, Lieut,Col,
Yarran, D.A.P.8., V.B.F., gave Lt. Vilson letters of introduc=
tion to Colonel Price and Lieut.Col. Vhesler, 0,C., Home Derpot
(British) London, ¥very assistance was rendered Lieut, Wileon
by these as wall as othar British Tostal Officers, and unmﬁlng
wn® dope to enable him to sSuccessfully astahlish the Australi
Basa Post Cffice at Calaie (that baing the place decided upon
and t0 make other necessary arrangd2umentsé.

The Australisn Buse Post Office wae sctablished at Calals,
France in : 1016 and staff was transferred én drafts
from the Base Post Offices in Rgypt, extra men being attiached
(when necessary) from unit® to complete establishment. Aprliea-
tion® were invited from men of the A I.F with praovious vostal
experience for transfer to the Australian Army Tostal Corpe.,

This wa® necessary owing to ths short of postal staff con-
soquent upon the formation of the new Division and Brigade Field
Post Offices of ths 4th Australian Division,

The new Base having now been formed, mails were despatched

;rhlri as some of the Australian Troops had already wmoved to
‘arnaoa .,

About this time, Captain Fisher, D, A.V.&,, A.I.F., located
at A I.¥ Neadguarters, Osire, issued special Australian TosStal
Btutionery for use in the Base and Field Post O0ffices, On the
arrival of the 18t Australian Divieion in Bgypt, Bgyptien Civil
rostal Stationery wae obtained for uee by A.I.F and was continued
to be used until, and for a time after, the opening of the Galli-
poli Cumpaign. British Army Postal Etationery was 8180 mﬂ./&l
there
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; There waé no specisl Austirulien stationery avallable, No doubt
the now stationery issued by the D.AFP.E., A 1,V., wat very
#mfhtu, but at the Bume timeit was very costly, and although
it it to eome oxtent 8till being used, ie being reyplaced ns:gn
by British supylies, with the excaption of registered and pareecl
1isting books, which ars oyecially adapted for our sarvioce,

Owing to Australian maile being offloaded at Marseilles
& Bmall stuff of Australian poBtnl men wus attmched to the
Britieh ABsistant Director's staff at that port to assist in the
handling of our mails to and from Hzvpt, _ .
Nata: Units procesding from Egypt to France - Crder of sembarkstinn
should be available at the Hecorde Eection, Australian
Administrative Headquarters, London. .

All mail on hand for units embarking was delivaered to
thom prior to embarketion, and any recsived subssguent te
embarkation was ferwarded to British Army Post Cffiece, Port
Bald, for d:z6pateh to France, |

The Audtralian Divizione commenced to arrive in France
about FebruaryAMarch 1916 and to proceed to thoir allotted areas
b in the north of France. The 18t Anzac cm?- (General Birdwood

and 8teff left Alsxahbdris on board H,M.T, "Transylvania" for
Warseilles on 30th March, arriving thers on April 4th 1916),
arrived at Marseilles on 4th April and proceedsd to, and were
looated for Some time at a Small village near Hazmebrouek callsd
Ls Motte. The Carps Headquartert F,P,0 (Btaff 8gt. R.W.Vaugh,
¥.0,0 in eharge) was re~openad for the transaction of postal

. businees about 10th April 1916, The postal syStem in France waS

somewhat differemt to that in BEgypt and Gallipoli, conSequently
the Aystralisn Postal 8taff regquirad to be inStrueted to & certain
extent in order to make themselves acquainted with the new proe
gadured, and arrangements wera made with Colonel Prige, D AP B,
D,%.Fe, that a N,C,0 or private of the British Army Postal fervice
be attached to each Australian Railhead, A.7.0., Field P,0,, and
Postal Detail Supprly Column of Divicions, for instructional
purpotas until the Australian Etaff became conversant with the
naw eondition®., The British details were attachad to our offices
for sbout one (1) month and then returned %o thelr rosyective

of Tiess, our men tuking over complete control, Captain Farguson,
Assistant Director (H.2.7.8) 4th Army Headquarters, controlled

the Postal Services of the formations in that Army in the North,
inoluding the l8t Anzac Corps®, and did all he Bould to assist the
DADP. 8., AILF., (Lieut, A.V.Roe8) and gave much valuabla aid
in many ways, tha two Serviess working very smoothly.

The Australian Railhead A.P,0'® weare always located at
their recyective Divieionul Supply Railheads, ¥, P, 0'8s wers
invarisbly with their formation® when in rest, but, when formations
in tha line, wera sllotted a suitabls position by the D, A0, P.E,,
of the Corpe uSually near the regimental transpert or billettad
in nearest villiage. - |

the System of working in France was ns follows i«

First of all it mustnbe explained that the whole of the
Army Postal Servicses in the British Mditimrz Forea wore under
the control of a Director (Colonel Price (R.E.T.E) who had his
Headguarters at Abbeville, France. Under him the control was eplit
up in the following mannar =

Northern ¥rance = A Deputy Direector (Major, - now Lisut.Col).

Southern France = A Deputy Director (Major, - now T.ieut.Col),
@sch Army Hasadquarters having an Assistant Director (Captain now
Major), 2ach Army Corps NeadquariersSa Deputy Aesistant Director
(Lisdtenant now Captain). The Britieh Bass Tost Office at Havre,
Bolougne, Cnlais, Marseflles, ete, wers al€o under the immediate
control of an A8sistant Director with the rank of Captain.

There 18 one thing that might be pointed out heve, viza i«
the ranke of the respeactive grades in the Army Postal Services,
which, taking into coneideration the magnitude of thase services,
were much t00 1ow. The Director of the Army Postal Services in
France, who controle the whole of the combinad Serviges in the

theatre /

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06160



(ze) |

theatre of war in that ccuntry, Should surely have. held the

rank of a Brigadier-General and the lowest grade, viz, Deputy
Assistant Director (Corps) that of Captain, ot least, In {;17

the r - of the respective grades va® ralsed - Dsputy Director
from Major to Lisut. Colonel; Assistant Directors from Captain

to Major; Deputy Assistant Dirsctors from Lieutenant to Captain,
The Director of Army Postal fervices, B R, F,., to remain full
Colonal, These promotiong wer: all without pay or allowances,

The Austr:lian Army Foetal Officer® were not granted the higher
renk for some remson or other whioh put them in a very anomalous
position. Owing to the more eluborate or complete system in the
Australian Sarviece, greater res;onsibilities were thrown on to
the shoulders of the AuStraliasn Postal Officere, yet thay were
given & lowar rank although holding the same grade ag the Britieh,
who, in adiition to their Army Pay received their full eivil /
Postul pay. Australian Commonweslth “mployvees on Active ferviece
received no pay other than their military,. .

Podtal Officare attached %o an Army Corp® Headquarters
ftaff und responsible for the posStal Services of that Corps are
required to eommunicoate and oome into esontaet with all ranks,
from Genarapls down, and in many cab6ae hxve to push vary hard in
the interests of the service to guin their ends, and if they are
of a junior rank it makee thinge doubly hard for them in carryving
out their duties. at all

Many Officers have no eonsideration/for the Army Postal
Bervice . atxuEkx One undsretands that fuprlies, Ammunition, and

. Medioal Buprlies must come first, dDut surely the Poetal farvice
should receive more consideration than they do, and the Offiocere
and other rank® of that service should be given more attention
and sfeistance in order that they may be able to maintain an
afficient service for the Army or Corpe to which they are
attuched. It 18 pleasdAg:to know, however, that all staffe are
not alike in this, and many Headquartere go out of thelir way to
render s@Peistanes to the poetal Cervice, as thay understund the
value of malle and the effect they have gensrally upon the
troops undsy their command.

The D.A.D.P. 8., of a Corys receives the most Bacrat and
confidantial information ragariing formations, their moves,
operations, eto, and 1s rosponsible for the Corpe Postal Ffervicas
which 18 a very big job, the Corpée formation consisting of three,
four, and somatimes more Divieion® and a8 muny as 25,000 oorp?
troops « in Some caves mora, This was the case in t’l‘m first (let)
A, & X.2., Army Corps when on the Eomme in 1916/1017. foms idea
of this Officer's responsibilities will thus be appar-nt, and 1t
will perha ¢ be agreed that he should at least hold the rank of a
eﬂ]}tﬂiﬂi : :

Heturning to the syetem of working in Franee =« on arrival
of the l2t Anzac Corps it wa® necesSsgry to re-arrangs? the postal
staffs in accordance with the estublishment of the British
Expediitionary Yoreoo, The SyStem wa® to a dogres, Similar to that
whiceh had been in vogue at Ferry Post and Serapsum, but of course
on a more complete hadas, as, at the former places it was only a
temporary moasura; however, in France proper Divisional Railhead
Post Offiesa and ivisional & Ay Column 8taffs were arranged
for and astablished, Railhead Offices had a staff of 1 Bargeant
and 3 privates; the Suprly Column, 1 Corporal and 2 Privates,
There was al8o an extra private required for the postal lorry
(28 maileguard) at ¥.7.0 Corre Homdquartars, ®ach Division had
two (2) thres=ton motor lorries for postal purposes; Corpe ¥,P,0
having one three-ton lorry. The Postal Staff of the Divisional
Bugply Column travelled with their lorrie® daily to the Railhead
A.P,0., picking up mails for the units of their Divieion®, and
delivering them over to the respective Field Tost Offices from
whanes they wers takon by po2tal orderliee to the units for
delivery to the addreesees, or, if undeliverable, returning the
mails the following day to the Fleld Fost O0ffice for dttputeh/ to

the
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the Australian Bese Post 0f7ice where redirection to hospital

or elsewhere was ourried out. After the Supply Column lorry

had eompleated the run and delivered all the mall, it returned

to the Reullhoand A.P.C with outwar: mail ceollected from the
various Field Post Offices, which wue made up and despatched
from that office by rail or lorry (according to the instruotions
recoived), to ths Australian Base Army Post Office st Calais.
Army malls uSually travelled with Suprlies, with the exception

of the "EXPREES" meils which came 2ll the m\; b; wotor lorry -

in reley®., "Express” malls were made up in the British Army

Post Office, London. These bags oontained official and private
eorrespondence for Headquarters of Armies, Coryps, Divisions, -
Brigades (Infantry) and sometimes Headquarters of Heavy Artillery.
The "RExpress® bagé ubually resched the field within twenty four
(24) hours after leaving the United Kingdom owing t0, as Stated
above, their being Sent up by Motor lorry instend of by Suprly
Train. Mails ‘:z.ﬂuppm‘l'rufn uBnd to take from 48 to 72 hours
according to Rallhend. The "Express® service wae especinlly
good and was = great boon, as Important of ficial papers were very
muceh expedited therebdy,

In the early part of 1916, mails for the A, I. ¥ were
landed at Marseille® and psassed through to the Australisn Base
Army Post Office at Calaie for sefting, checking, and despatech
to the reszyective Rallhead A, 7.0's Ali local postings were
despatched by “ero®s poet® direct to the Rallhead A.7.0's (not
via AB,T,.0) and forwarded with other miscellansous mail matter

¥ to the ¥.P.0 concarned for delivery to the addreesse., Registered
item® at one tiﬂ’.' under instructione from the o N A-lplal' B-‘E-r-. 7
were being made up aft the Rallhead Post Offices and re-listed by
those Offices on to F,P,0's, A8 thore was a condiderabls number
of registered item® roccived on the arrival of an Australisn
mail « numbering some hundrsi or mors for e=soh Brigade (a low
estimate) « the work at the Rallhead office was too hesvy and
the Postal Lorriss wers Sometimes kert walting for two or thrae
houre while these items wore ligted and bagged for daepateh to the
F.P. %08, thus delaying the whole of the Divisions' maill. The
DyAD.T.8,, 18t Anzac Corps, after Soms troubls, had thie system
discontinued and arrangoed 'hm if more ‘a eartaln number
(ubova 3) of items wars baing despatehed on an A.T.0., a bag should
be made up direct to the Fiald Post Office Berving the unit instead
of the iteme being handled at the Ruilhead Office. The bag was
traanted «5 one Item on the Rallhead letter bill, T™ie saved an
enormous amount of time and labour, and expedited the dslivery
of the whole of the mails,
All unite have a Postal Orderly whose duty it 18 to
- lock ufter the unit's mall, calling at the Field Post Office
daily to hand in outgoing mall matter (Yelean postinge®) and
receive the Inward mails, which he loads on to a limber waggon
and traneports to his mit for delivery to the addressees,
Ragisterad articles wers delivered nfnimt, yersonal receipt or
order. The Postsl Orderlies were advised b{ their respective
F.P,0' st wvhat time to call for thelr mail, a® the time waried
acoording to the distance from Railhead und the position of the
F.P,0 from the unit, The distance in some cases between Railhead
and FP.P.0 being & to 10 miles.

Railhead A.P.0'® were, during the early part of 1916
logated in Rallway truck® at suprly railheads, sometimes two
of ficee in one truck. Bight men working and tiupina in one large
goeversd truck i® not conducive to good henlth, comfort, or
efficient ®ervieca, but in Spite of the luck of accommodation, &eo,
the men all worked &plendidly and did their best to give a® good
a Service wf wus podfeible under the clircumdtances, Rarely was
there uny grumbling, exsept in connection with their inability
to clear the mails, which, owing to the late arrival of the Supply

train (or non-arrival, ae it at times fuiled to arrive until the
following day) meant a double mail the next da¥, moking it
imposeible /
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imposeible for the lorries to clear the "dump®, consequently
keeping a Small portion hanging over each day. The staff® worked
early and late in their affort® to clear the malls, and sveni-
unlly made things good againe.
Yhen units or formations changed location, mails had
to be diverted and to enable this to be done without delay, the
D A D.P.B,, of the Corps had to keep himself poeted with up=to-
dnte information regarding moves or intended move® within the
Cgrps, %0 as to advise the DA P.8., E.EF,., off Lines of Communi-
sation and have the mail® diverted from the Dase to the new
location., Should the information not reach Lines of Communication
in time to divert the bags at the Buse, the Railhead A.P.0.,
Stuf?, who arae also advised, would arrange to forward the malls
from their ofTie=.
| Before proceeding further, I think it advisable to
just briefly outline the system of delivery of mail to men in the
trenches. In many cases it was impossible to get mall - with the
exosption of a few letter® - to them. Coneeguently, mail matter
wag often held under instructions from Unit Commanders by the
oetal orderlies at the regimental transport camp eome miles in
ne rear. Letter? -« sometimes parcel® - were taken up to the
tranches with’ the suprlies during the night. Registered items
and parcels being held over until the unit came back for a spedl
in the Rest Area. Owing to the shell fire, ete, and the chance of
giving poeitions away by sSending parties of men backwards and
forwards, it was not permitted to eend mail® or supplies up in the
daytime. ¥ail matter for delivery to troops in the front trenches
wes usually delivered by Company Quartermaster-fergeants when
i{ssuing supplies, Items for which « parsonal signature was
required from anddresses, if sent up to the treamches, were listed
and handed to the C.Q.,M-8ergeants of the unit concerned, who
procured the signature on dalivery or returned the article to the
Regimental Postal Orderly to hold until it was poseible to effact
delivery to the addressse and obtain the required signature. The
8ame procedurs was adopted in regard to parcels, but parcels
owing to their bulk were, a® a rule, held over until the men came
back to the Rest Area. The latter Plan apyeared to be the hest as
the men could then enjoy the contents of their parcele in compara-
tive comfort. Of course, the whole matter depended upon the
position of the trenche® and the violence of the anany'e fire, a®
well a® other questions of military importance, and special postal
arrangement® were made to fit in accordingly. All these arranges
ments waore made by the DA D.P.5,, of the Corprs,
AB alyeady mentioned, &pecial Postal Motor Lerries
wars provided and mail time tables compiled and strictly adhered to,

Parcel8 : Tarcels wers received from the Australian Da®e Tost
Office in direct unit bags, each containing a list enumerating

the parcels enclosed thercin. Unit postal ordsrlies wers raguired
to deliver the item=, obtain the addressees Slgnature, and return
the list to the Field Post Office Serving the unit, sogether with
any undeliverad iteme, for whioch a clearance was given on the
Extuxnxkint returned 1ist by the N.C.Q in charge of the Fisld Post
Office, It was impo®sible at times to obtain the addressee's
personal ®ignature, but every effort wa® made to procures this,

and in nearly all cases, when the men were in the Rest Area, with
Bugcess,

Wails from the Field Post Offices were, when the
&mtiw warranted 1t, made up direct on the Australian Base Post
ffice or any other Army Post O0ffice, but in all other cases they
forwarded 1t to the Divisional Railhead office for despatch with
other mail matter received at that office. The usual practics was
for all bag® 1o be despatched to the respective Railhead A.7.0's
and re=labelled from there X Owing to the lack of accommodation
and the generally bad conditions prevailing, also the enormous
quantity of mail matter handled at the Railhead A,P.0's, it was
found impos=ihle to continue the system of listing all parcels

passing /

* vaybille, letter bills, ate, baing mado up, as rogquirsd, at that offiee
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pageing through, and the D, A.P.B,, A.I.F war asked to provide an
axtra man at each. of these offices in order to maintain the
"listing system", or to abandon it for the time being. The extra
aBsis tance wa® provided and the lieting was continuedy the etaff
at Audtralian Rallhead A.¥.0's now being increated to 1 Ssrgeant
and 4 privates (formerly 1 Bergeant and 3 privates), Even then it
wa2 impossible during the very busy periods to list everything
as hundreds of British puarcels were recsived from all offices in
the field for "eroes poeting”. Owing to cur men being granted
leave to the United Kingdom and to Paris, where they made many
friends, and conBaguently increa®si the number of their correspon-
dent®, the local and English postings grew to an enormous extent;
howaver, everything possible was done and rarely did parcels
sscape being 11#“5. IQFI A new system of parcel listing, &o,
was adopted in 1918 und 1% now being given offect to.

All Army Post Office® iIn France were iiﬂun Code desig=
natione similar to F.P,0's at CGallipoli, The following are the
designation® sllotted to the Australlian Army Post Offices ie-

18t Anzac Corpé Headquarters F.P,0, SICPIT TTOTRL T

' Rﬁilhﬁd ‘.P.E L O N N B B N nl‘l?

H.ﬂ‘g“““ﬂ r-Ppo TR IR E T n-'-1
lst Infantry Brigade H.Q. F.P.0 .0, 1.%,
End du du [ B I zlwl
5rd- . dn dﬂ LR ’lwi
lst Divisional Train F,P.0 S.0s0na0s TV 1

istr visl -

a ﬂd ™ TR EEEEEEE T E T E R R.ﬂ’.?
Hﬂﬂ.d uﬂtﬂﬂ F-P-O TR R R R R R R T’-'lz
ﬁ gﬂfMtry 31‘13!4' H- Qr F-P-o L I Z.;ﬁ
m dﬁ 4ao TEEERE _.-“
7:h do do suine s . P

ena Divisional Train rl?‘la T EREEELE T W
. ivisio a

B
" Il =

2
hﬂ -" M e & & M . ®a e AN ee ty e man Hi'l_}
H‘“ﬁﬂ““““ 'I?Hﬂ R S R S R Em’-’
8tn Infantry Brigade H.Q. F.P.0 ..... 8%
) th ‘dﬂ dﬂ TR RN 91'!
Gﬂl 40 dao s e %ﬁ"'

oW e
51‘& mfiliﬂnajlm Train F.P.0 TEEEEEEE I‘I,l
4

Hﬂﬂh‘ﬂa Lil*g. S o 8 e a® e v E 0 e RS RI‘I

Hliﬂﬁll&r“l'l yi?la L EL B T B B U N N B B R B B n"‘r“
311tk Infantry Brigade H,Q, F.P,0 ..... 11th,

12% do do ey 12th,
Iaté do - ﬁo LI B 151'!1'1-
4-?11}' SRkl N Div., Train PO 1,.V.4

. : pe L
. gﬂ EMﬂ-d *.aig Sas s tasesennspseane H-F-s

H‘Ba.duurtlﬂ F-Pio Ses e s s sne Nt 3.'5
4th Infantry Brigade H,Q., F.P.0 ...... 4.¥,
i4th do do seaase 14.%.
15th d'ﬂ' d-n LB B L 15‘ l‘l
bth Ei?l'imal Trﬂiﬂ F.P.G & " s a9 888 eas ?le’

- — . — e -

From memory it 18 not possible to give the 2xact loca-
tions of these Office® on arrival in the B.E,F., but this informa-
tion can be adcertained from rocord® held in the Aueirulian BaSe
Army Post Office, London. ;

The order in which the Australian Divisions i;rifoﬁ. in
France and other data not included in this history will be available

at the Records Section in AuStralian Headquarters, London. /
The
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The D.AD.P.E,, of tha let Anzac Corpe contrellad the

Poetal Sarvices of the New Zealand a® well a¢ the Australian Foreae,
but, a® this history deals only with the Australian Army Postal
farvices, no further mention nesd, I think , XX® bs made herein a®
far as the New Zanland Forcae 1s concarned.

The Znd Anzuoc Corps and the 4th Australian Division,
followad by the 3rd Austrulian Division, d4id not arrive in Franee
until some time after the le&t Anzac Corps, Najore=Ganeral Godlaey was
in command of the “nd Anzaee Corp® and had the jrd and 4th Australian
Division® attached to that Corys, Lieut. Haseldine, D, A.D.P.E,, of
the 2nd Anzac Corpe having been evacuated to hogpital in Bgypt, an
Officayr from the infantry reinforcements was avpointed soting
DA P.8., in his pluce, This Officer (Lieut. Wafters) arrived
in France with thas 2nd Corps, and as Lisut, Hazaldine was instruoted
to roport to London for duty as D, A, D, P,8., AL, F,., Dopote in United
Kingdom, Lieut : Waters waes {(in Ostober 1916) aypointed permanently
DeAe D P8, , 2nd Anzane Coryps, and taken on the strength of the
Australian Army Postal Coryps.

About June 1916, the Arry Postal Estublishmante were
amendsd and an inoreasa of ona (1) Warrant Officer, Class 1, allowed
for the stuff of the D, A.D,P.E., of the Corps, this Warrant Officer
t0 act as travelling Pootul Euyervisor for the Corpe, Mie duties
ware to generally Supervise tha servicec and assist the DA TP, &,,
A8 no Varrant Officer was available in the A.I.F Tostal Sarvicee
at the time, a Cofpliny Sergeant Major of ths R, R, P& was lent by
tha British Army Poestial fervice until omse could ba appointed,

T™his N.0.0 was of great assistance to the D, A,D,P.E,, Later, Etaff
fargeant A.D.8prigeine, ¥,.C,0 in charge of the ZInd Ruestralian '
Divistonil Train F,.P.0 was apiointed Acting Bupervisor, and

carried out his duties in » very ®atisfactory manner, and was
recommended for promotion to sSubstantive rank, but the D,A.P.E,,
A.I.F ., decided to appoint Varrant Officer H,Crome, from the
Auetrolian Base Poet Office, London, %0 the poeition, Thie Warrant
Of ficer, mlthough not fully conversant with the Fileld Postal
Services, having beon employed in the Australian Base Post Office
since hie arrival from Australia in 1915, with the ascistance of
Acting ¥arrant Officer Epriggins, became “amiliar with and carried
out his duties latilfnltlrtigg-lu October 1016 owing to a vacancy
occurring in the D,AP.E'80ffice in London, Warrant Officer Crome
was re-transferrsd there and Aoting Varrant Officer Bpri;iint
then recaived the promotion to Warrant Officer, Class 1, A further
alteration in the Army Podtal Establishment took place later on

in 1916; a Company Sergeant Najor (Warrant Officer Class 11) for
sach Division being provided for to act g8 Divielonal fupervisor,
As the A.I.F Postal establishment had not been 8o smended at the
time, the D.A.D.7,&,, 18t Anzac Corp® mads temporary apjointments,
the senior Stuff Bergesnt of each Division being made acting
Company Sergeant Major (Divisional 8uyervisor). Thess arpointminte
turned out very satiafactory and was the means of greatly improving
the services as the D.A.D.P.E.,, of the Corps, owing to the number
of Divieions, Corpas troops, ete, within the Corps area, the extsent
of country over whigh our troops war, operating, also the shortage
of motor cars, found it impossible to thoroughly supervise in
detail all units and ineyect the F,P.0's satisfsctorily. These
Supervicors, after they became thorouzhly eonversant with their
duties were of great a®sistance to the D, A D.T,.F,, and reandered
valusble aid to the N.C.0 in oharge of the A.P.0's and Field Post
Of “icas, The Divicional Surerviecors usually took up their quarters
at the Divisionnl Railhead Offices as it was found mors convanient
to work out through the divisions, owing to the lorries reporting
at railhead first for mails which had to be, delivered to ¢

F.P.0's of the divisions and finally returning te the railhead on
gompletion of delivery. In thie way they wer» also gble to visit
the Divisional Headquarters, Brigade Headquartesrs, ete, snd

obtain information of any intended moves or altaratione of location
of units, which it was their duty to kesp the D, A D.P.E8,, informad

" ~of in cass he should not have raceived the information in time to
| divert of transfer the malls of the particular unit concerned. the
aceounts /

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006160



(25%)

1 .
accounts of thg Field Post Offices weres aleo checked by the g
Eupsrvizors pericdically as well as by the D,A.D. P, 6., SBurplus -~
cash was taken charge of and paid in to the Field Cashier,
Accommodation for the Fleld Post Office and billets for the
staff wa® al®o arranged. The Divieional Supervicors being on
the spot wera able to advise the N.C.0'%8 4/c of F,P.0'% and fix
1ittle matters at once, at the same time keeping in toueh
with the D.A.D.P.8. This enabled the D, A 1. P.E., t0o give more
time t0 inportant matter® and improved the serviges generally.
About this time (October 1916) the D.AP.E,, AIF,,
aprlied for an increase of staff. An Offigar was recuired for
the D.AP.8* 0ffice, London, and the D, A.D.V.E,, 18t Anzac
Corps (Lieut. A.¥.Ro#8) who had held the rank of Liautanant
for about 20 month® and wae the firast Poetal Officer aprointed
in the A.I.7., was promoted to dthnsrunk of an;ain and grud-d
Deputy Director of Army Tost ervices, A, I1.F,, On WT'
::1. 131 , boing trmtfarr:ﬂ to London on the 22nd December 915
in acoordancs with the D.A.P.8' request, Lieut. C.J.Fletoher
DoAD.P.8,, A.1.F Base Depote in France wus aprointed to succeed
Lieut., A V.Ro88 u8 D.A.D.P.Ff., 1ot Ansac Corps, and took up duty
there sbout Decomber ZOth 1916, Captain Ross procesded te
London immediately and took up duty at A.]1.F Haadquarters on
22nd or .5rd Decomder :
Verv shortly after Captain Ross arrived in London, the
D.A.T.8., instructed him to make an insyection of the Tarcols
Section of the Australian Baee Poet Office, Regente Park, and
later on ths Resirection Section, Mount Pleasant, Reports of
theas ine ection® are on racord at the Adminisirative Head-
quarters, A.I.¥,., London.,
| A further alteration in Postal Fetablishment® was
approved by the War Office - War Office letter ¥o,121/8856 (8702)
dated December 6th 1916, The alterations were a8 follows i

1. The Gw Sergeant Wajor (Warrant Offieer Clase 11) at
Corrs adquartere to be lished.

2. A Company Sergeant Vajor (Warrant Officer Clase 11) or Company
Quarter laster Sergeant %ﬂa mt[tn be allotted to
Divieional Headquarters fo ‘SBupervision - the two
ranks to be in proportion of 2 Company Quarter Naster l_crnnnt‘
.40 1 Company Sergeant Major (Warrant Of “leer Classe 2).

5, The Bergrant at Divieional Headquarters ¥.P.0 to be replaced

hy a Corporal, | _

4, The Cdrporal of the Divisional Train F.P.0 to be replaced by a

Sapyer.

5o ?l Baprer of private to be adied to the Cor:8 Hemdquarters

-Ptn't ,
With thesa alterations, the authorised esteblishment for

Corpe and Divisional postal unites will be shown a® below :-

Coryes H.Q. F.P.0, 1 Sergeant, 4 Bapyrer® or privates,
m'l H-Q' r-?-ﬂi 1 c-q\-al“l. or c. .Hi, fﬂ!‘ mvi'icﬂ.ﬂl
| supervision,

1 Corporal and 2 Saprers or Privates
at Divisional F,7.0,

Railhead 7,.P,.0, 1 Sergeant and g Sappers or Privates,
Div, Train F7.P.0. 1 Bergeant snd 2 8Sappers or Privates.
Brigade H.Q. ¥.7.0. 1 Corporal and 2 Bappere or Privates,
Sup 1y Columns 1 Corporal and 2 Sappers or Privates,.

As the A.I.F7 had 8taff Sergeant® in charge of their
Divieional Headquarters F.7.0'@s and Divieional Train Officee

while the British had Sergsunts, 1t wae decided to re-arrange
our Staffs, and in 1917 Btaff Fergeants were
placed in charge of Rallhaad A.P.0'8 and Pergeants in charge
of Divisional Train F.P.0's, the Corporal from the Divisional
- Train being transferred to the Divisional Headquarters ¥,7.0,,
to replace the Staff Bergeants who werae arpointed Divisional
SBupervisore, We 8till had two Corye Bupervisors (Warrant Officers
Wi Clas® 1) one at 18t Anzac and another at 2nd Anzec. However,

ne
the /
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- the question taking the Unit Podtal Orderlies on the ©
% of thu Australign Aruy Postgl Corps® was then being aonlid:"rﬂnf“ 3
it wae decided %9 retain these Warrant Ofiicerz as thev would M
probably dbe ragquired for the inspection of Toetal Orderijse, =
After careful congidaration had beon given to the mutimx guestion
of taking over Postal Orderlies, it was_decided not te do ®o

\% but an A.I.F Order was promulgated (oo A.I.T Orders Xos, 862
of 10/°/1917 and 1009 of 7/12/1917) giving power te the
D.A.D's P.B,, to inspect the work of the Postal Ordarlies, aleo -
to recommend to the O,C,, of the unit the removal of any Orderly
, who in the opinion of the D.A.D.7.8,, is unsuitable and to
reylace him by a man having previoues poetal or clerical
sxperience in the Commonwealth Public fervice in Australia.
This glves the Army Postal Corypd a certain amount of control
ovar the orderliee without lestening in any way the responsibil-
ities of the Officer Commanding the Unit, who must be rasponsible
for the rationing, acoommodation, and discipline of the men,
and aleo Ssupply the nacesdary transport for unite! mails, fo far
this scheme has worked well and should continue to do 8o,
If ordor that ;roper superviegion might be exeroiced
over the ordarlies, authority was obtained for the retefition of
the Warrant Officers Cluss 1, and they were surrlied with a -
Motor Cyeole and 8ide car sach to enable them to move shout
quicekly and vieit all units which were souttered ovar a very
B larz: area. The 8ide car wa® required 80 that if necessary,
- . 1ight bage of official mall containing urgent parers, ete, might
e be taken along for early delivery, also to provide means of
: transport for the D A.D.P.8,, of the Corpe should he he unsble
! to progure a motor car at any time.
On the transfer of A I.F Tro from the 2nd Anzae Corypse
'Y to 18t Anzae, th: Corps Hemndquartere F,P,0 personnsl were
ab8orbed into the Postal Corps, several vacancie® ncourring making
this possible., Liout, Wulters, D A, D,P.F,, “nd Anzac Corps,
| hav aprlied for transfer to the Infantry was acoordingly
! traneferred, The Warrant Officer Class 1 was taken on the strength
¢S of the D,A.D,P,8,, 18t Anzac Etaff, hie eervices boing utilised
B4 | a8 Corpe Bupervisor (for Postal Orlerlies), The let Anzac Corps
LA wa® ra=-designated "The Australian Corre”™; 2nd Anzae being
| deslznated the 22nd Corps, British., The New Zenland Division ;
; remained with the 2°nd Corps, a® well u® the 4th Light Horse
| Squadron (Corype Cavalry).
| Captain Fletcher, DA, D,P,8., 18t Anzac Corpe, France,
[ L who 8ucceeded Captain Hoss in the Field, will be able to suprly
V= more definite information regarding the working in the Fiald
| sinoe Decamber 1916,
k. The history of the Australian Base Post Office, A I.F
Deyote - United Kingdon and France - might perhsps® he written
up by the respective Officers, a® they no doubt have the
necedsary data. I have no recorde with me in ®gypt, and am
tharafore unable to furnish particulars a® to places, dates, ete,
or procedures, and have only outlined this history to the best
of my ability, lacking the nece®sary and definite information.
I understand that the wotual writing up of the Postal History
will be taken in hand by somebody erecially selected for the
duty, the respactive reports being then wmerged inte one,
1 have bean unable to touch the Egyptian part of the
history Raxixts up to date, as you will understand my hande
have beon pratty full in looking after thinge over here eince

my arrival, but I will do best to get on to it at an earl
date provided the Xmes Huii‘z do not, come in on us too wo;. .

-
L —

ES— e T
S Fi

n el

_..h ..

——
m‘-_. rry

T R

.

L e
B

J.I:;:_:#f'r;"‘ q"'-—:’*ﬁﬁ#— _‘ e

¥ g
i :
'

T R T

>

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006160



g

/ﬁ A ' s _.An,
| ’ Ref. No., 65 / 2 / 4 \ 670 o P

Australian B&Ee Post Office,
4 S.Z.% KANTARA -
November 15th 1918

The Commandant
A.I1.F Headquarters
Cairo

In continuation of my memorandum to you on the Bth
instant, herewith please find copy of the History of the
Australian Army Postal Corps in Egypt covering preriod June
1916 to June 1918,

The work of the Australian Army Postal Corps in Egypt
previous to June 1916 was included in the general History -
period 1914 / 1918 - copy of which was forwarded to you on
the 8th instant. ks

| ‘.b[ L /5(/ -7 s e

AN Gaptain
AR DJD. A, P.u., A.L.F in Egypt

; g
T ¥

//é'

\
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S Aus trul ian Dase Poot Office
§.2.5% KANTARA
November 15th 1910

| With referencs to your communication of the
12th July last, No,6002/2/%, and in eontinuation of my memorandum
: to you on the 8th instant, I now forwerd herewith tha History of
the Australiasn Army Postal Corps in Egypt covering a reriod June
1916 to June 1918, |
_ This information hue besn compiled from
information received from various SBources and it is thought to
be fairly accurate, with the exception of perhaps datee which
are difficult to verify owing to lack of records,

The work of the Australian Army Postal Corps
in Egypt previous to Juns 1916 has beaen included in the general
history = period 1914 to 1910 - which wae forwarded to vou on the
Gth th#-

Datailes of Lhe Re-organieation of the
X tian Section carried out by the D.D.P.8,, A.1.F,, commencing
on February th 1918 and subsaguently, will be found in the
-Rﬂl*ﬂrt' rendarad to the A.G.M.G.;, and D.Aipiai; A-I-F.. in .
NMay 1918, That repert and the lubilguﬂnt Monthly Reports should .
complete the Australian Army Postal Corps History im the 1,%,F,;
and enable th: person, whom I undearstand you have arranged to
write the Hietory, to collect the material and ocomplate =
connecting and Interesting rseord of the Australian Army
Postlal Coryps. :

.5 Cantain
an. ‘-p.Ei ’ .‘- m 1“ lﬂpti
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History of the Australian . Postal Corps in Bgypt
1916 - 191

P p———— L T L T T R R o E ]

_ In June 1916, after the last Infantry, otc, Drafts

* had laft for France, the Australian Army Postal Staff - left
behind to look after mails for the remaining portion of the
A I.F in Bgypt, i.e, Light Horee Formations, Camel Corps, =tc,-
were left without any comntrolling of “icer, and had to act on
their own initiative. This was a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs, as although the ¥.C,0's and men were capable of
handling the maile, «s, an Officer was badly needed as a Super-
vigor and to attend to all matters of administration. Indirectly
the service came under the jurisdiction of A.I.F Headquarters, °
Cairo, but no actual assistance wae received in any way;
consequently they drifted under the control of the British
D.AP.5., 0.B., ¥, Later, thie arrangement was officially racog-
nised and remained in foree until the D.D.P.S8., A.I.F., was
appointed to Egypt in 1918,

The A.1.F Postal system at this time was falrly
satisfactory considering the conditions under which 1t was being
worked, but there was plenty of scope for improvement which was
taken every advantage of b{ thz members of the Postal Staff.

There were nine (9) A I.F Post Offices in Egypt at
this time, being designated as f0llows := Australian Base Post
Office, S.Z2.4A, situaied at Ismallia and consisted of a Btaff

~of one (1) N.C.0,, and five (5) men, which was altogether
inadeqguate to cope with the work; ¥Field Post Offices L.H.I,
L.H.2 and D.M.I serving the 1lst Australian Light Horse Brigade
ond AL.H Brigade, and Anzac Mounted Division Headquarters
regpectivaly, wer: situated at Hill 40 in €inal where our
| troons were operating. ¥.P.0 L.H,) Serving the 5rd A.L.H Brigade

| was situated at Berapeum with its Brigade. L.H,1, L,H.2 and
L.R.3 Mh%l?.l’.ﬂ': were at Tel~slekebir, being with their
raﬂﬁutiﬂ: rigade detuil camps, F.P,.0 M.D, Tl was stationed
at Kantaras, being the Divisional Train Office for the AnZac
Vounted Division, traneferring all mails from the Base to the
Fiﬂld-

A conbined staff from the Base and L.H.I Dotails !
| F.P.0 used to unload all Inward Mails from Austrulia at Port
», Taufic assisted by lecal labor, the latier sxpenae being borne

by the A.I,F., but as this proved Lo be very unsatisfactory
owing to the poor elass of labor supplied, and also an unneces-
sary expense, arrangements were made for iﬂpum Labor Corps
personnel’ tc offload all meils. A truck was supplied to carry
sach Brijade's wail, i.e., one for ths 1s¥ Brigade which was
despatched to Tel-glekebir, s lhe Brigade Details F,.P.0 at
this time was handling and ro-directing all mails for their
Brigado, two orderlies besing attached from each Regiment, who
were huid responsible for the correct delivery of their respsc-
tive unit's mail, This system was introduced by the G.0,C ef
the Brigade in February 1916 and proved very satisfactory,
inaswuch that it obviated unnecessary 1ay to a certain portion
of the mail, and was also a saving of transport which was a big
| osition at this time. Trucks were alsc made up on the Znd
M, the former being despautehed te Kantara Fast
Wilitary Railway by the staff of 1.D. 7.1, eventually reaching
its destinmation, i.o, F.P.0 L.,H.2 at Hill 40, Bags for the
Anzac Division Headquarters were also included in this truck,
28 both the F.P.0's wers situated together, The latter truck
wae "kicked off* at Serapeun and trunsferred by ithe light
military railway to F,P,0 L.H,3 which was at the Railhead. All
miBoollaneous bags wers forwardisd direct to the Basa for
dispossal,

It will be sean that this system wae not a good one
as far as the quick delivery of mail was concerned, The men of
the 2nd and 3rd Brigades in the field eertainly received their

mail expeditiously, but those away from thair Unit, such as
Datails /
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Details, Hospital, Convalescent, eté¢, had to wait until their
mail was returned to their Detall F.P.C's at Tel-el=kebir,
whera a portion of it was finally disposed of, and the remainder
owing to the lack of up to date records, was forvarded to the
Base Yost Office for trial against the *Returned Letter Office”
records, but, as these ware no mora up to date than the former
of iges, the mail was very often lying at the Base for months
bafore being disposai of.

On July 31lst, the Details Camp commenced t0 move
from Tel=eci=kebir and was complslely established in Moascar
on the 6th August, the F.P.0's moving on this date, L.H,I
details F.P.0 acting as Camp Post Office. After a short period
the D.A.P.8., E,E.F,., who had Just taksn over the control of
our unit, decidsd to move the Base Post Office from Ismailia
and amalgumate it with L.H.I Details ¥,P,C which was then
working in four E.P,Tents, This move was made on 2°nd August
1916 and the new office was re~designated the Australien Base
Army Post Office, §,4.5,

The alteration proved highly satisfactory, but as the
tents were not large enough to enable the stalffe to cope with
the work satisfasctorily, a more commodicus-woeden-building
was erscted near tha Woascar Rallwaey £1iding, which was very
convenient as the mails were guickly handled to and from trains.

At this period a nev system was introduced, which |
allowed of the msils being delivered more ge«paditicusly and in
a mors effiecient munner. All Inward Australian und English mails
wers opened and dealt with at the Base Post Ofrice instead of
forwarding a large portion of it direct Lo the field, To enable
this to be carried out, the Znd and 3rd Brigadse Details ¥, P,0's
werz closed, and the respsctive orderlies for @2ach Regiment
transferred 10 the Dase Poat Of fice, Nominal Rolls were
obtained for esch Unit and the names eniersd in alphabetical
bocks, each orderiy b ing re ponsible for keeying his records
up to date, and re~directing and forwarding his own Regiment's
maid,

One of the most impertant, and yet, the most neglected
gection in the Base, was the “"Returned Letler Office", and at
this time it was in a disgraceful State. About 12 baze of letters
wera being held up pending the location of addressees, Most of
thig correspondence was returned from the field under the old
system, Some of it being over 12 months old. The records for
this ssction were kept in alphabeticul books by one man, the
only source of information racsived being a few miscellaneous
nospital sheets, and personul advieces of change of address,

At the suggestion of one of the staff, the whole of
this section was reorganised. A Gard Indec System was intro-
duced for all casualties for miscellansous units, such a®
Signallers and Engineers, ete. Circular memos Wars sent out to
all hospital®s, Convalescent Depois, and Detail Camps, ete,
afforts being made to obtain records from every source of
information which would be of assistanes to us, A.¥'8 . B, 215
wers aprlied for from all Unite, but on the advice of the
D.AP.S., E.,B.¥,.,, these were notl gupplicd, consequently our
racords wers not So complete as thay mighl have bezn, Never-
theless a vast improvement was made, and only a small pro-
portion of mall matter wase clapsed as undeliverible as com-
parad with the previous systlem, moet of it being for men who
had transferred in the Field, which pointed to the faet thatl
A F's,B,213 were essential to eomplate the records and
facilitate the delivery of the mails., This elass of undeliver-
able gorrespondence wae forwarded Lo 3rd Bohelon, Calro, for

truce against 4.I.F Records, and our records wers amended

aecerdingly. ,

Australisn Troops in €inai at this time had just

achieved an overwhelming victory over the Turke at the battle

of Romani, and vware following up the rapid Turkish retreat.

The Field Post Of ficea who were in ¢close proximity to the

scene of sction raceived a fair porilon of shell fire, F¥.,P.0

L.H.2 being badly damaged, bul luckily there were no anlualzijp,
an
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and all mail matter and postal records wera saved,

- This victory wa® the fore-runner of a rapid advance
by our troops, which terminated in the capture of Sl-Arish,
¥all matter wae continually despatched to the Field during
these operations, and considerable difficulty was experienced
in delivery to the units, The VWilitary Hailway being only a
single line was the sole meane of transport for mails from the
Australian Base Post Offiee to the Force in the Field. F.P,0's
were usually stationed near the railway at the poiant from which
the formationg received their supprlies, Unit Postal OUrderliss
called at the F,P.0's daily for their mails, at the same time
handing over their outward postings which were [orvarded to

A B, P, 0., 8,2,3, Moascar, daily,

Ogcasionally, owing to the freguent movements of our
troops, scarcity of rolling stoek, and the irregularity of
departures and agrrivals of tralins, F.P.0's ware not alway® able
to keep pase with their unite and had to send their mails long
distancee to effect delivery, Transport vwas very scarce, only
camel and sand 8ledges suitable for the courntry being usSed; wheeled
transport was absolutely useless on the desert sand.

Rarly in 1917, the offensive wae again resumed, and
our troops advanced through Rafa, Khan Yunis, and Deireel-Belah
in rapid suecession, thus conguering Sinal, and establishing
themselves in Palestine, which at this peint, was besautiful
country. Wheeled transport which was brou ht into use, greatly
facilitated the delivery of mails from the Railhead to the Units

which were scattored broadcast. Only a small proportion of the
units camped amidet sand dunee were being served by camel

transport,

In May 1917, owing to the extensive advancs made Dby
our troope, 1t was decided to move the Australian Base Post
Office, £.%2,3%, from Moascar to Kantara. This was carried into
affzot on May 19th 1917, The new offics was hardly large snough
and was sitvated, from s health Standpoint, in about the worst
placs the authorities concerned could huve chosen, being right
on the shores of a malaria infected Swemp.

' Owing to the £taff being very much under Strength
the men were forced to do too much, and work very long hours
in intense heat, the result being that, as soon as they became
a 1ittle run down, they were stricken with Malaria and carried
of f to Hospital.

¥.P.0 M.D.T.I which was eituated at Kantara prier
to the arrival of the baea, moved to Woascar, and was
re~desgignated F.P.0 T M. I, and acted ae Cump Post Office,

At this period, the D,A.P.8., E.,E/F,, cancelled our
.Yﬂtﬂm of direct Tnuﬁhing be twaen ‘,'B.P.ﬂ.. e -5 md F.P.O's
and introduced n new system of vouching on the Field to "R"
locations. Bvery Base Office in Egypt daqa;mehad te "R"
locations, i.e., all maile for the Anzac Mounted Division
F.P.0'8 were mude out to R.,M,I, the Australlan Mounted Division

to R.M.2, for an Infantry Divieion, Say the 52nd, to R.52,
and 80 on. These offices were only “phantom offices®, 1.e,

they did not actually exiet, but tc overcome this a British
Army Post Office was established at all Railhead® to break up
and deal with all "R* despatches, F.P,0's were also instructed
to vouch direct on their respective Railhead offices instead

of 10 the Base. Loezl Postings to and from the Field eircul-
ated direct as addressed and did not paes through the Base
Posti ﬂffidﬂﬂ. :

From a postal view, this altevation wae very satlise-
factory as sll the F,P,0's were sbls to move from ths various
Railheads and rejoin their Brigadee and Divisional Headquarters.
A horse was allotted to sach ¥.P.0 in place of the bieycle
shown on the establishment, thus allowing them ©9 keep in touech
with their Railhead Offices, to hand ovar postings, etec., and
receive Inward despatches. Should a large despatch be forwarde
from the Basa, the D.A.D.A.P.8., Desart Corps was always advis
by wire., This enabled him to maks arrangements for sufficient

transport accordingly. of /
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Of ecoursa, this new system absolutely broke the backbone
of the Australian Parcel Lieting Scheme, u® all parcels to and
from the field, unless made up in unit bags, were doalt with at
the British Railhead Office® where parcele are not listed,
gonsaguently hundreds of parcels were received unlisted at the
various Australian Cffices, thus making it impossible to keop a
oheck on parcels despatched to and from the A,5,Y,0,, eor F,P,0's,

The N.C.Q in charge of the Australlian Base Post Office
and a1l the N,0.0's in charge of Field Post Offices protested
very strongly acain®t this system, but without avail, Once again
the necessity for an Australian Postal Officer was apoarent.

One N.C.0 wrote a latter of protsst to the D,A.P.8,, E.E.F., who
in turn forwarded it to the Commandant, A.l1.F Headquarters,
with a covering memorandum asking that the N,C,U be Severely
censured for having addressed a communication direct to hise
Headquarters instead of through the D,A.P. &, (British).

The above difficulties coulad easily huve been oOvercome
had the Anzac and Australian Divisional Railhead Off'ices been
controlled by A.1.F pmxssmxxd Postal Personnel inetead of
British, and, a¢ these offices were serving Formations which
wara composed of nearly =1l Austrzlian Units, they eertalnly
should have bech Australian Army Post Of flices,

The staff questionat the Base at this iime wa® a very
serious proposition. The only confirmed N.C.0'S being one Staff
Sergeant and one Sergesnt, There were eeveral acting Corporals
whe had held thig rank for a considerable time, and, a8 there
secmed no likelihood of them ever receiving paid rank, they
losgt a certain amount of interest in their work, which was
perhap® only natural. The Staff was never kept up to strength,
peing at times as many as twelve (1.) men short, ccnsequently
the mails were considerabdy delayed, Half-hearted attempte were
made to £1ll the vacancies, but the offlice was very rarely
worked with a full staflf, |

About the middle of Ogctober 1917, our troore once
sgain took the offensive, und made rapid advunce through Beer-
Sheba und Gaza, Simultanecusly the Christmus Malls commenced
to arrive at the Base, and werc de®patched to the field a®
quickly us possible, |

The ancting N.C.0%'%8 were at laet confirmed in their ¢
ranks which gave them further encouragement, and greater
interest in thelr work. X

During the operations from Beer-fheba to Jaffa, great
Aifficulty was experisnced by the F.P.0'8 in delivering mall to
the Units, At the request of the Director, R.7.F., mails were
sent out from the Austrulian Base Post foiac as quickly a=z
possible, the conseqguence was, the Railhead Of "ices could not
gope with them, and forward them on to the F.P.0's {which were
now attached to thoir upply Traine) owing to the lack of
transport,

' The scheme of attaching the F,P.0's to their Suprly
Train® was an excellent one, as they were alwuy® ‘able to move for-
vard with them and 80 keep in touch with their Brigades which wer:
moving rapidly, FVevertheless, great difficulty was axparienced
in keeping the mail up to the troope, as the only poceible mode
of transport wae the already overtaxed eupyrly wa:zon® and camels,
The "despatohes® wer: broken, bage® had to be placed hare and ®
there on camel®s or wag .ond wheneverthe oprortunity offered. At
one period the F,P.C's were 25 miles from the Rallhasad Offices
(Dier-al-~Belah) and the troope another 29 miles further an,

Mails were Sent as frequently as possible from the Railhead

Of fices to Gaza by supply camels, and from there to the ¥F.P.O0's
by supply wagions. They were then sent another 25 miles further
afield to a refilling station, from whence they ware transferred
to the various Brigades and Divisional Supply Trains, und taken
to the rationing area where they wers handed over to the Unit

Postal Orderlies, ,
Before ths operations were suspended, and the Xmas

mails dispose-d of, hesvy torrential raine fell, followed by
flooeds /
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: floods, which made transportation very difficult, dozens of
motor lorrie® and wag ons being 8tuck in the mud for days,
The maile arriving from the Base in extraordinary large batches
were consequently lying at the dumypye for duys, and a larage
portion of the parcels mall damaged owing to ecposure to the
rain etc.

The whole of the A,1.F Postal &taff worked uncomplaine
ingly throughout the advance, and, despite the enormous difficul=-
tiss that were encounteresd, did exceedingly well, At many reriods
they had to rely on their own initiative to obtaln transyort, ete,
and the D.A.D.A.P.E,, Degert Corpe Bspoke very highly of the |
mafkterly way in which they had coped with their work, .

After the offensive had subsided, and the Railhesad
moved further afield, the postal services resumed their normal
serviece again,

In Fsoruary 1918, the D.D.P.8B,, A, I.F,, arrived in
RBgyvpt to re-organise the A,I,F Postal Esrvices and several
excellont improvemsnts nave be:'n made. A complete Card Index
fystem hae been introduced in lieu of the old Nominal Kolls, ete,
the establishment of an Austrelian Rallhead cr Divisional
Etationary A.P.0,, for the Anzac and Australian Divigions to
replace the Britieh Of fices, and the aprointment of ?
Avetralian Divieional Postal Bupervisorsfor the two Diviasbdone,

¢ The supervision wae previously carried out by Britigh Postal
Supervisors which was not a satiefactory arranzement as it
vary oftan 2gused friction between the two services, The
appointment of €0 many British N,.C.0's to positions Mmtwmwwmxiis
within the Australian and New Z:aland Corps area causad '
dissatisfaction amonget the Colonial Postal Etaff as it meant
a blockade to their advancement owing to the vacancies (new
offices, etec) being filled by British personnel, ilowever, this

B e is now altersd and Australian Post Offices have been esteblished
to serve Autiralian Units when the formutlion warrants it, and
the Australian Army Postal Corpa in Egypt are now on a very
satisfactory footing generally.

4 As previously mentioned herein, the D.D,P.8., A.I.F,,
arrived in Bgypt on February 16th under instructions from the
Commandant, A.I.F Headquarters, London, to re-organise our
Postal Services in Egvpt.

Aftar carrying out thz re-organisation and plaeing the
services on a sound footing, and forwarding his report with
racommendations to the Commandant, A.I.F Heasdquarters, London,
he prepared to return as it was understood he was to do 80 as
goon ae the re-orgunisation was complete, Howsver, instructions
ware gabled for him to remain parmanently a# D.D,P.85., A.I.F
in BEgypt, and accordingly the D.AP.E,, B.E.¥,, handed over
control - officislly - on 26/5/1918, : _

For particulars of the working of the Australian
Army Testal Bervice in Egyrt since February 16th 1918, please
refar to the D, D.P.&' Re-~organisation Resyport of May Bth 1918,

and Monthly Reporte which will enable the history of the
Australisn Arny Postal Corpe in B.B.F,., to ve kept up to date.

7 On the 8th Harch 1918, the A.B.7.0,, £.Z.3,, moved
into a new building situated at Kantara Nust. This arrangement
was aprraciated by the Staff, as, not only haing an improvement
in the desratoning of wmails to the Fleld, but more congsnial
from a heatith standpoint,

The aprointment of an Australian Postal Offiecer in
Bgyet permanently appoars 0 ba agpyrociated by the Btaff, as
the Australian Postal Corps in the B, 3.¥., now have an Officer
to take an interest in them, and the welfuras of the service

genarally,

e X
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