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REPORT ON OPERATION AT MOUQUET FARM 187/4TH SEPTEMBER 1616,
s 3313

\ uunnuu-==:%=;n-nunnu:=:====u-unnun",..'.;unnununntii. o PO e e

L

“B"Company,sceutr and an advanced portien e¢f Battalion Heasdquaszrte ¢
1eft BRICKFIELDS 6-30 p.m. 1-8«16 for purpese of relisving 47th.
Battalien i1 MOUQUET FARM Secter. Three L.M.0s= accompanied thins
“arty. The relief commenced midnight lst/2nd Sept 1916, "B*Coy
was cemplete by 35 a.m. and remainder dy 5 s.m..The frentage taken
over was R.35.0.66=-QUARRY a,77=-2.81, Battalien lHradquazrters was o
established near R.54.0.61.7he remainder ef BDattalion l1eft BRICKIINL)
after afterncen meal fer LA BOISELLE at 4 pe.m. Up $i1l1l this heur
- reperis recelved frem B.Coy and L.M.G.Section showed situstien quied
| chelling ¢f Saps on line 565-Quarry-81 generally inaffective.
fmeke Bembs,Rifle Grenader .Flares,and Reckets were drawn and
dumped at KAY DUMP during afterneen le 5 Plateen (Ratien FPlateen)
undar an Officer teek rations snd water te Freont Line,toeok over
stores at KAY DUMP and placed a reserve of water there. subsequsnily
Battalien Grenads Officers irsued Grenades etc,te Companies as thay
| paesed the dump,.Two Sandbege were carried en the man alre 48 hours
| Ratiens (iren) Ne mess-tins,grestceats,or blankets were carried
Cranadn P was formed at CUARRY,? CGrenaes per man were carried
Dering the day the Sceut Officer and his Plateon made a clese
recernaissance of MOUQUET FARM,teek bearings,made arrangemsnts for
Guides and laying tapes. A startiig parrellel on the 1ine 5577
was cut by the 4¢7th.Battalien and the approach maps impreved by them
Streng Peint at 77 war relieved by an: equal detachment from 5 th
B&talien., Detailed eperatien orders weres conveyed to the Battalion
at LA BOISELLE and explained to all ramke by the officere.
Fermatiens adepted were as practised in trainingiThe ferward move-
| ment ef Battalien was cemmenced from LA BOISELLE at ¢ p.n. The
fellewing arrangements for communications were made £ em Battalien
Headquarters,Runuere and twe cignal wires back to CIBRALTER,Rurners
ferward te QUARRY,with a relay station(Runner) at 535.¢.77.Pigeens
arrived I p.me Lissen Officer LAHORE Divisie:al {Artillery was at
Battalion Headgquarters and remained there througheut.Zere tine,
final instructiens a:d synchrenisatien of watcher wam given to Coys
at KAY DUMP en pasaing #n.The head ¢f "D"Cey reached K.DUyr and
1 sntrance t® KAYS TRENCH at 10-15 ;.n.Cenpanies then passed in on to
the sap,tall of Battalicme ;acsed in at 1llp.w. Casualtier up teo
enterdng cap head ene man severely wounded.The felleowing cemmunicati
war ectablished:with flank Battaliens during the day.
(1) Firing Line Cempany 62rd Battalion near peint 48.
(2) By Runner with 1lith.Battalien Cheshirs Regimen$.400 yards W.pt &1
Runrner roported Battalien Headgquartere 5 p.m.
All wounded clear of firing line by § z.m. Total Cacrualties 1 Kiilad
14 Wounded up te 10 sem. R.M.0.and A,A,N.CeDotaile at Drecsing Stati
. ~-on near Battalien Headquarters One Sectiocn L.T.feB.in peestion
| near QUARRY with targets at abeut H4.Wires held well threughout ihe
day.4t 11 pem. situation nerwalBattalien deployed ready for attadi
1=-30 a.m. in seven waves "Bvg*D"Cempanies in twe waves Bembers and
"Cv"Cempany in twe wavesLast Three lMepping-up parties,in waves 40
yarde interval,
0ld firing line held thu=., PFest 31 Company Bend Team.Cey.lL.C.Team
Peint 77 held by G0th.Battalien.Tetal carualtier during eperotien
3 weunded.lUsployment wa® made Refsrence irap. ¥ DE woUQUET R.35.56=
Pt 77.The eentral guiding tape was laid on to the objective en '
bearing of 28° frem the QUARRY,.Pefging out war dene by Sceut officer
and Flatoem.Filtering out was deme commenced at 11 p.m.The order
of Coye,waer B.,D.C.A.and the formatien was that ¢of =ix waver each
Cey of twe waves 50 yarde apart,and an extension of twe te three
yarde 1st wave cousisting of 35 Plateons 2nd wave H/Urs.Bombers,L.C.
Sect,4th.Phatoen carrying picke and shevels,
The 4th.Cey was as fellews & FPlateensvith pickes r1¢ shevelw were
digging communicatien map ferward from Firing Line,one Platoen
garricening firing line with ite L.C.Sect and H/Qre,eno rléteen
on Ratien and Water carryirg. The whele Battalien wae in pesitien
te attack Dy ° a.m. There were ne cefualties during that eperatien
or previeus te the assault.
Operation ordere and Barrage Map ses Driged. Ord.r Ne 1€.
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\ The Actier. = The Barrage was perfect,and the waves fellowed up
closely.The two leadlig Companiesr purhed forward with 11Tt s diffie
cultfy er the liue 48-12 a® ordered. rd Line C.Cey end battslien Ore

~nadiers whe Termed the Battalien mopping updparty,they at once
began clearing up the WOUND ,FARM and Dugseuts (for descrintien of
the farm ses Intelligence Officer's Repert) Ever tually 60 prironers
were captured,s deug-oute werecleared ouvt and itwo machine gune were
destroyed-ens deliberately-one frem shell fire after capituse®.
machine guns are fired Irem the dug-ecut entrances,10lb bembs snd
Rifle Crenadez slme., Thees vpenings are very difficult te dicceover
C.Company Cemaenced te dig in the support 1ive at the Farm and dig
back to firing line neet A.Uompany sap.Touch war ebtairned on the
nactern side of the Farm with & few men ef the H2nd Battn. dut %
touch was never galned with ihe BS ¥Prring Line and 59nd Battin.
"he:rlatter Battaliens left hand Company apparently lest dirsction
and shertly retired.Thus epening the way for the Ineny 4o coms in fr
-om a North Hasterly direction of eur Right Flank.Tnemy Barraged
all our support lines and cemmunicatien trencher at S5-30a.m.

and opened a very heavy bembardment with 9;2 shells on *he Farm
{itself, Tuers wa® much sniping ad WeloeFire from a1l directions
chell heles etc., This cembine. with enemy's threat or behh flanks
caused the firing line te ask for suppert which C.Cey se® up

iz the form of 5 men.,The heavy shelling and rifle Tire seen

told ou the "yeoppiug up® parties and the ¥Yarm became untanable
Finally it had te be evacuated by the remains of C.Cey. and
grensdiers at 10-30 a.m. the remains of "BYA"D"Cempaniest hen
became ivclated, |

fhe iselation ef the Fremt Line is te be scceunted feor In the
felleowing manner.

(1) @here ie met the plightest deubt that the sdvence wae ent he
true line and reached the ebjective erdersd nsmely abeut 200
yards past the Farm-mound and overlapping P% 47, Put,no treoprs
of the Hgnd Battalien wers ever en the line 7° te 47 te jein
hande with this Battaliex, :

(2) The eneny's shelling end seme of our own Was very esevere abows
pt 4% and the Casualties on the right ef the front line were
heavy and consequently reduced the chancer of lirking up.

(3) ©f the § plateens end Battalien which were suppered Te jeinu p
I at the Ferm (haying statted on the 1line 53.8,48=27,D,.C.) only
1 H.C.0, and abeut 3" men arrived-~thers helped our suppert line
at the l.:E"Sheulcer of the FARM=MOUND ,and buildings-subsequentl
they wore ordered ferward about o a.m. te 4 d
giring line east of P% 45,but wers never goen again,.The enenmy en
the exposed flank wers then cening on strongly snd se
(&) 1 was effered snd accepted a Company of the 6 'th.Bettslien,.I
requerted that the Cempany might pase up on the line 5=bi=qn
ané act as a ceunter-atiack sand fill the line betwesn near
75 s42.This cempany mever went but s tayed near 656,sudbsejuently
jeining ny Command in the eveaing.
(6) <chelling made 4% ioporsible te ®ap backward cermrmnicatiens
mang-t‘hi: was attempted by a Plateen.
Hessagee up te jl_u.wﬂ't received at Battalion Headquarie ®
ks fyom Front Line,all thelir mersages atate that the two Companiers were
| st11l henging em ir the eold Germen Prench mnear 47,They were being
bombed fren towarde B89 D735 and fren 27 D.14 and !ﬂip.d all round.
At about 7=3 airoraft came oVer asking for flaree -there wers then
plenty of men near 42(I believe that the /ereplanen Teported this)
-additional flares were sent up leo the advanced line but it is
deubtful whether they ever arrived,
Communicatiens betwaen the Frent and ¥orm were Tinally breken bevween
8«30 gnd § 4,m. by parties of the enemy conming in on the right and
alsocup frem near Pt 12, A%t this time the eneny wers coming en
strengly and the 0.0."C" CembDany at the Farm wes unable %o held en
owing to severs shell fire, Ie did met retire until there were left
enly # Officere and 20 Wen out of aémepring-up party ¢f nearly 200
The Farm vwas evacusted 2% 9-30 a.i. The eriginal firing line 65
arry 77 wae then helll by the remaine of 5 Platoons of A.Coy and
a few dotaile of C.and ether Companies and 650 men of the 50th.Battn.

)
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In additien tc thense there wers 4 Vickers Cuns in the 1ine 2 the QGuis
& strong pointes at 81 & 77.
The tetal prisenere captured ameunted teo abeut 80.Twe méchines gups
vere taken.One was destreyed cn ths Farm-the ether war breught back
but destreyed by shell fire near eur lines,.
The approximate number of reunds fired during the psried sud-4th Bept
war:e i. Rifles 40,000 rounde

ii. Lewis Guas ‘.000 ”

iii, Beube 1,800 "
During the actual attack a length of abeut 200 yards of backward
conmunicatieh trench of abeut 3 fest deep through shell heles was
cone tructed.

Supplies,

$.7The supply eof Ratiens and Wster +as werked by 1 Pisteon under an
Officer and werked well.,ii. the cupply of ammunition,bembs,etec flares
at KAYE'S DUMP ard as arranged by Brigade wss excellent.%oundel wers
svacuated successfully.The eneny allewed us te work under flag fer
abeut one heur every meraing snd semetimes for » longer peried.Ths
evacuation once the firing line mas cleared was very rapid.The nmé hod
of having yery advameoed Dressing ctatione is reslly the best provided
that they are in cselid dug-euts.These should bs reserved relely for
stretcher cases.
Communications are still very bad,the saps in the whele sresa being
repeatedly blewnu in.The wires held very well during the perisd between
Bn.ll/Qrs and the advamced Sign2l S#atien .Al1l cemmunications feorward
fren Battalien Hesadquariere was by KunnereRelays being establishéd
at about every 600 yarde.During the deployment all saps were kept
clear and all turnings marked by scoute of the Sceut Flatoon.
The nunmber eof Friscnere teken and for wyhich receints ere
by thie Bat talien was 68.4n sddition te thece many were hit in ceourse
of being brought in and meme declined te ceme® in when under fire-
It is under exaggeration to say thet at least 80 priceneres were taken
Over 70 Germsnue were killed in the Ferm Ruins &lene ard probably
many mere in the dugweuts.

!1’ The omguit-m are still very bed-The difficulty in gettig

a Teally goed Jump-eoff are great.The remedy is %o have Pioneers end
nginsers réepairing cérmunicatien saps~It is obvicus

te the most impractical that there sheuld be 1 pisneer Batialien

to every Infy Bde. or elee s digging Battalien-I enly caw the Pieneor:
ence bLetween the ¥nd aud 4th.fept.and they wers carrying Retions 2
Water! There peemed little attempt at drainage.

(2) A eeriss of waver in an attack is essential- Creat depth .The
Gernai is secure in his dug-out during the barrsge and he cemes up
with his ifachine Gune as seon ar he feels the 1ift pase éver.

The only way to cateh him is by seme vave coning right on te hinm
and I am inclined te think that our attack under barrage these days
sheuld bs made in QUICK TIHME THROUGHOU®D,

(3) vhen £4lling up previeus to attecking in ferce-~the necessity &

{Hﬁns gocd tralfic arrangenents and evtaff centrel was again provenm.
in

Dy
bio

I would suggest that ¥ngineer TAPE be carried ac permanent steres
infTantiry Battaliene. This is useful fer se many puPposes in Traine
ing for modern vapfore.Pegeglng out attacks,patrel work ete.
: SG) For a short peried(ray 72 heurs maximunm) in the trenches-men shouid
come in as lightly equipred a8 possible,
(¢) I think that an official Battalien Scout badge would Le a gres
encouragenment. ¢
(7) The ceunter-battery work is alwaye required azr soon an an 28tack
ie launched-Our counter-battsry werk war very i effective-The sneamy
ghelled al]l hies usual targete througheut the actien and although I
believe that the Heavy Artillery of 4 Corps was doing counter-battery
work this wa® quite inadeguate.The eremy was able to turn & heavyy
countsr barrage en eur jumping off line and alse on his ewn trendhes
when held by eur men~-Heavy artiliery fired from thiepval directiesm
continueusly.liereever at abeut 5 p.m. en the same day the enemy vas
able te search and sweep the whole ares between POZIERES & HouQuUET
RIDGE mere severely with gune of 5.9 and under than »t any neried
during the iwo tours that thie Batialion hae bee: up there.
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{€) ™a 0ld pwineisle of baving mgineers in an st¥sek by InTentry
reans %o howve been drerp !nl?.I consider Thir & graat nigstale,

(e) Weighbeuring mmnsm sheuld mzm_m&m stineking end- |
Thi® wan previcusly suggestss by ne. | b3

(lo)ﬂmhud Machine un firs nﬁmu_u_u.mm.@ |
plupye ainply gives warning attagk 1F used Defors
he fame Yonsr® apry lics ta Trench Hortare.Fer e m m

heavy sridlliery Loobardnen®ts of the ehjeotive
of sp attack are undesireoble.

Rroatly spraking thers sasse o me %o bo a iaok of cecrdipation
ir £50%308 ar Datween all these arnes and the m%

(11)right Lewlis Cuns per Battallen o ar inadeguote waoh
company should hawe a =indmms of ﬁ-ﬂ!m should be a Batinlien

(12)1% is suggested that mexs lighier fors of sireicher Bn provididd
Almd that the ninismun Hettalien Eatablishnent of baarers= bhe 4.

(1591 conmi er that a Nattalien sheuld bs lesunched square en  toi te
obijsctive-the task then bDacemss cemparatively light.

(14)The trenches require much ners sign-Yearding.

Generel Notas'e Resnarver.
| The disporitien of the reaerves beyend what is zbeve stated ware
" 1 Platoen of A,Cay in eld Piring line,roughly 10 yards per man.
' 1 Lawis Gun and 1 Sectlien st Batislien Hﬂdquartar!-
secout rlateen(when withdrawn after pegzing out) at Battaliem H/Qrs
The 1latter war gfterwsardes used for special Pasrel Yerk.

Lewis Cune,

8 gure in 2ll wore taken inte actien.of these 5 were Lreought o%t &
two are Yneown to have baen bleva te piescez,

Beout Pl atoen.

war used:-
Fer intellige ¢s work the day dbefors taking uvar the line as guides
aud reriers ot turnings.

3 Telay eut the teper and act as pegging-out party for the depleyment
| Ter attacl.

'!.

e

3 /s speclial patrels.
e
Depbers.

‘he #attalion bemberr carried 76 bombs per man inte ihe Tarm.

An intelligencs report e: Mouguet Tarm ham already been Torvarded,

Orﬂ-?“’“

O«.Ce Bl Battslion.

Lisutsnant=Colendl.,
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Appendix N: |
ADDERDA 10 TEPORRD,

0 4 AR08 $4-68 43 SNAS S8 £S48 85 12 0 3V Euas

-
! MORALY OF PH¥ MER.

t | ¥
| Th wisw s the Tailure Teor the second tims of thi s Battalics
nyhin it ablective. I an vary anxieus 1o clesr the nme. ol snything

the highett -rairg-when it = reqanpersd thet:' -

Ex; Fhim was #%n entively Bev Betialien withut trsditiqons.

2) ®hst in their twe atitaexs the cesusiiler hisye Desn ower dil.

{(3) Tat this is the enly Bastisilen ef ths “rifade thet has besn ever
the rararet o beth Lteure measr POZIERER.

(4) That on the XENER iast ecoavien the wsu recsived Taver uililury
Peodsle thun snether Betislion whlch bad ned lelt the Treanohnd,

{5} That er neither eccasien hawe ihey started squars on %e Lheir
m"'ﬂﬂ“-

{86) Thet on this evocarlem 4 of their oificers were Xillsd cusrighi
during sbhe sShack s0a/the whels Lilrtesn whe went Toerwayd-only

one hat returnek == B3 '« anl e wWouli(8d.
(7) om bedh stitngke they have LSwn uasupperied on the . snke alber
eGve cing.

I conslcer that nothlig gevd amougdh csa Ve saiu Te¥ such =en.

I oo oniy trace L. mén whe did not actuslly go Terward in eefect order
Hot a simgle nen Tell sut Iren 1sck ¢f bes¥t ¢F (lyeicue or vere Tent J
éuring the whela !larch ITyen ALLHEY %e¢ AWFLIER~ Thelr depestieuy «incs
eomi. g cut har bLosn entidely chesriul aid exsuplsry to daite.

One Rt

0.C. Bles.Batizllion.

iletanant-Colenal,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06164



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006164



Appendix We.2 10
Report oM MOUQUET FARM compiled from information supplied by |
Bombears of GSlst,Dattalion A,I.F,.

Reference anlargead sketch of Fern.

WP SRS EF FE FE P PR AR N @ Fe B EE BE A R FE FE R el A R e B A G AR e EE e B ER D aE

X. Meund te S, of Tarm,

—

This was apparently a bailding on the Seuth of the MOUQUIT-
COURCELETTE Roa2ad-new = ruin. There jisg a blig dug-out here_which was
bemved.Three snipers were killed here. After the 1st Mopping un
party,a Germsn Machine-gun epened fire from here-but it was put out
of ietinn almost immediately-presumably by another mepping-up
parwy.

A

This appears te be the nmost imrertant dug-eut .. Cerman machine
-gurn wes in pesition here,bombe were threwn by us snd one mahg e

gunner was killed and the remaindar cesptured (8)-alsp the gun.
This was sent back teéthe QUARRY with the priseners(who carried 1%)
(Informatien frem snother source states thet the Gun was submequent
-1y destroyed by a Germsn Shell) a1
A party then went dewn the dug-out and found 2 weooden partition
at the bo ttom-anparmntly a Temporary affair as it was chiefiy
composed of deal beards., A Lewis-gun was fired inte it and pért of
1; was destroyed.,Bombe wars then thrown through the breach 5y b tﬁ
gides .Qur party then retireqd up the steps ang drepped a ﬁmokEUG
' benmb-but the mmeke all came back in our Taces.A German prisensr

was then brought and he invited the others to surrendar but they
did net de so-and eur bembers left a Cuard ever the sntrance ané
the remeinder moved on. '

B. -
Cement dug-out -entrance covered with bags o0ld clething etec.

One wounded German captured here,Informent thinks tH A5 i
-ed with A, by undergreund passage, 83 EvAL SO s

C,

; Several battered dug-outs hare.

3 " : 0 B®&e dovn-—
drepped down. on-bembs weee

Som® old Machine-gun positions here-blown e

Eﬂ

o

+ One of our Lewis-guns was placed in it
ently sent ferward, P pesition here but subaeg-

» DBattered dug-eut bembed,

™

ide Very large celier-about 20' dee |
: p-a smoke bomb was drenvped 4
and smoke was seen to issue from the debris in a number a?p 1acg:n
-~ in thararua withing the circle. H) . o
InTormante do no think H wéﬂ connected
1 s 3 - with A,-and the Tz
:E:: :ﬁ;ﬂﬂgélar hag 20 sound reof woeuld rather SUpport the thaa:y
one o ne old far g
e N gk m cellars and not & German
There was a bhattared trench C Bhand conti
- nuing on threurs arm
which eur "C*"Company started to deepen with tﬁa ides @?g?ezﬁﬁﬂﬂar“

with the Cemmunicatien Trench f®om the S.W. corner of the ?ﬂrﬁb By

to the head of the tape beine d
3 =] g u b I'Ig_nu . |
were subsequently obliteratead ngGuiman ﬂigfingiriath these Tnpsian
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b&h‘ N b ' Appendix N? A
e (2) g ro

£y

t tm:&llznﬂ

b All sean of ithe opinien that the Farm aree ie full of under-
~ground gallsriev,ar when it wae shelled vith heavyy artillery
the whole yls0e = ened to chake.
right very large cshelis -Pebably 1'% cening fre- the direstien
of THINFVAL Tell on the Farnm ut the fire ceasned Mpmh

% the Jay

A ¥olinbls mar whe war in a shellhele nesr I, througheu
1716 and ome in on night of the Srd/ith,stotes

of the 5rd
that he ddd not eoo 2ny Cersane in the 'srm.but that they were

S woerking round the Past of the 7arm through the gép betwesn the 5lst
pnd Smd Battasliens.il stater that "H» and »i» Uoye, wers NHorth
gﬁ;ﬁiarmr ™ and that there w's ne ene to the 187t ef

the Zarg. He and twe other wounded man orawled back aleng

sIX ES and came in on line held by rparyy of Soth.Battalien mear

o E———— —— — — ey
ff

D . ““‘u-

| cleteBattalior .
1}"‘3-1!!' "

5~ jseutenanty oo
Inte.0Zfdcaxr blst.Battalion,

o d
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61lst.Battalion.
r | 13th.Aus.Inf,.Bde.
¥ 30=9=16
DAILY STRENGTH

g i e AR EE B S B B RS s @
BB R B B EE R e BB e e &R S e e B BE BEEE e B @ B @w Ge @B BE &% 5% 5 da P8 S8 B Fy B (TR TR TR TR LR L S ak A RS P e AR AR AR B A BE s B R e

. Oz Eetablisinment Attached,
i Gfra.O/Ragkz.Ent.Har:un.ofrl.u/nlnku.Tot.Huruuu

y [ ]
\ - as 1 s ww as - an e (1] ae - LI - e @ e aes
- e o L L e e s L1
b -] " L] - [ ] 9 & : w L L [ - L ] L ] L ] [ [ ] L ] @ L L] - L - L L] L ] L ] . ] - [ [ ]

Remarks.

-u aw an an (1]
[ ] L L]

Fln; Reinfs 13+
5lst.Battalion 18 556 564 @ 6586 2 4 8 Nil * Hes. 1

Ty T

- Details. 3 169 172 16

FPESS S BE I S B S50 IF A S ES U 45 4d S PR BE @8 FF -
SSEREE B BEAE B B ES s BE BFBS S 08 50 B8 40 B8 se A5 e BE B 0o se W By BN B B0 S0 BE B4 ds B0 Bs U W RS SR EE R B G Bk S AR PR BB e s A @ TE PR L -

Gﬁh#f;ﬂ#ﬁ Lieutenant-Coleonsl.
0.Coe 5lst.Battalion.
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