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REPORT ON OPERATION = B Avri

In sccerdance with yeur B.%6 ef 28th instant, the

fill.wing'ranirt i= submitted,
he Battalien wae in billets st PONT NOYRLIRES ,

Brigade message NeoBe497 was vegeived at 9,40 a.m,
directing the Battalien te he reuﬂ;ﬁt- meve =t shert netice,
and a meunted efficer reperted =t Bripaje Hardguartars Ter
instructionss Prcks and blenkets, which had been raissmed to
men on 22nd instant en frrival at POXT NOYELIES, were dumpea,
and all arrangements fer meving out cemnleted, dress far trsens
being f%hﬂng ordare ‘

erbal message (phens) recaived te meve out »t 11l.15am
a1d this was cenfirmed by Brigade Operstien Message Me.B4iO9,
rensived after march commenced, |

Battalien marched eut fer BLANQGYe— TRONVILIE (10 minutes

delay ecourred at stawtineg veint ewing teo tranevert celumns
preceeding inte and threugh village! with intervals of 50 yaras
between cempanies, fellewing the vulliey ef the HALLUE River,
cregsing this river in ¥eb where dictances ware incressed te
50 yards bedween pluteense On raaching the read jungtien in
Nelled., & halt was made as 50th and 49th Battaliens were
derleying ahead and tewnrds the SOMKER, g2 cressing the River
by twe oridges. |

On infermatien given by Brigade Intelligenca Orfiger
an eperatien meme was i1ssued, cenfirming verbsl instructiens
given te Cempany Usmmanders at head of aelumne

Harch wag resumed, in artillery fermations, inte the
SOMME Valley and the river wns cressed in ¥,16,nerth of BLANGYe
TRONVILLE,

Instructiens were 1gzned teo Battsllen Cemm nadcrs by
Brigadier as Battrliens defiled threugh BLANCYLTRONVILIE ana
uni ts'vreceeded direct te the weaterly edge of the BOIS de
BL'NGY, o2nd Battalien dug and ecoupied ek series eof pests
in Ned6ea.bsand de, where they were in = handy pesitien shounld
the ressrve line of trenches in the BOIS L'ABBE 4 hroken ana
& counter-attack be necessary,

CoOBg of 515t anf 52nd Battaliens were sunﬁ:;- report
at 13th Brigade Eaaiguartura,than lecated nt 8th Divigien
Headquarters =t GLISY, a-riving car at 5,30 peme Instructiens
for a counter-attack te recever VILLERS. BRETON gnd .
restere line as held in merning eof 24th instant w ru;iy Ge0sCo
13th. Brigade ,nnd bhefeors leaving Brigada Headquarters at 7.5 vm
a cepy of Brigade eperation meme Neo,B51 was received,
| CeO's H518t and 52nd Bottaliens revched their Temde
guartiers =nd resrective Cempany Cemmnnders were assambled, and

Werbal instructions given fer the ceunteresttacks

Cempany Cemmande.rs weré given = cepy eof the map
shewing ebject*®and beundsaries, 2nd verbs@ instructiens fer the
attack; time did net permit of any written ilastructiens being
1ssued, and it weuld net have been pess*ble for them te read
written erders te their platesns ewing te darkness; 10 minutes
at the mest was available for Cempany Cemmanders te instruct
Plateon Commenders, »nd ne recennaissance was pesaible.

Battalien marched esut, each Cempany meving independ-
ently, mﬂintﬂininf'clnnectiiu, “nd sklrting the Ssuthern
edge of the BOIS ae BLANGY ang BOIS L'AB®E pagged nerth ef
village of CACHY and reached the " jumping eoff" place fer the
atiack at 2.45 peme, l2ading “empanies being extended en the
tape line by 9.55 peme and "C" “wup=nv,which was te fellew
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lese |
be-hind the right cempany, was in pesitien by 9.55 pems

"B" Cempany was a little late swing te their gubilé being
weunded.

The jumping eff tape fer 13th Brigsde had been 1lzid by
Battalien Intelligence Officers of 51st »nd 52nd Buttalieng,
net quite in ti.t wegftion sghewn en gketch issued with
Brignde message B5,51. as enemy machine gun fire frem the BOIS
1°ABEE in U, 3.3 had mode it impessible te lay the tepe en a
Herth and Seuth line threugh Us3. centrale Te enable the
werk te be dene assistance had te be ebtnined frem a detach-
ment ef the 2nd Wercesters, whe were in a near by trench,
and = patrel of 10 men under | N§.C.0. ndvanced te the edge
of the weed,temperarily silencing the gune

10s peme | It was net pessible fer all flank units te reach the

ZERO tape by 10 peme Commanding Officers 5lst and 52nd Battaliens
arranged fer beth Battaliens te ztart tegether en werd being
received thot left of 51lst Battalien was in pesitiene The
Battalien en right eof 52nd Battalien (2nd Bedferds) was
reperted 1n pesitien by 10 nwime or 10.5 wem. but the unit en
their right had net ceme up. ,

4% LS meme 411 Comnanies of 51st and 52nd Batteliens were alear of
tape limee ZLZnemy artillery very active by this time and
machine guns opened frem left flank,frent andl half rights this

fire weg intense.
ADVANCE Advance eof 52nd Pattalien wns fairly fast,the wire of
'~ the CACHY SWITCH trenches caused seme delay and alse teuch te
be temperarily lest between frent cempanies- "4"plateen ef
"A" Cempany was pushed te the left and re~ast~dlished touch,
"D" Cempany on left was delayed by this wire alse,and l1l-ter
®aceived a check after arescing sunken romd in Usden, frem
T 2@lated GCermean vests.
| | "A" Company evercome ensmy eutpestuline with little
refistance ; hie 1ine of resistance was me$ in avrnroximstely
Usdetee A fire fight ef abeut 3 minutes eccurred here, followed
by =n szsseult =nd the =dvance was continued te UsS5eas where
enemy suprert line was encennterede ‘nekher fire fight ensued,
the left f1 nk eof "A" Company swung N+1f right an? an
sss™lt was made which was successful, the snemy being mnurged
inte UsSede.Thig mevament caused tsuch ts be lect aguin.wigh
"D" Comp-ny (left) ; a patrel sent te recenneitre returnsd in

a Tew minutes with infermatien as te left cempanye. "B" Cempsany

under Ms jer CRAIES, fellewing in rear, new came up “nd s pkxx

Platlln frem this cempny re-estsblished junctien bedbween

A" 2na "D' Coempenies, This was appreximitely at 1 a,me, but

it is difficult te establish =t what heur of the night the

advence stopped and cengelidntien cemmenced; but phene
commanicatien with frent line was threugh dy 12.40 a,me 2nd
digging=in and ntringfhiniug*rrivitus trenches ste. cemmenced
shout them. An eficer ef "A" Company reverts that by the
time eur suppert cemp= reinferced the leading line, the
unit en eur right (2n3d Bedferds) hnd cemmenced te dig in ( in
Usllebe) their efficer mainta.ining his ebjective had been
reacheds. Abesut s dezen reunds Hele were put dewn by the enemy
in this secter =nd unit en right withirew te Usll.s. Right
flank eof "A" Cempany 52nd Battslien cenfermed snd was
estsblished in UesSece ( 2 HeC.0% of this company are reperted
te have dene geed werk in steadying men eof this unit en eur
| right and getting them settled dewn te werk ef censelidatiens)
Battnlien It hnd been intended te establish Hendgqu-rters ef each
Headquarters. ef the 3 Battaliens engaged in the attack en 13th Brigade
| frent in a depressien in U.4.a. but this was net nessible=
snemy fired flares irregularly and kept machine gun en this |
secters A wvacant shallew trench was feund abeut U.3.1.2.0 ang
this was eccupied by pertien ef 51st and 52nd Battalien
Hesdquorters by 10.30 peme; CeO. 518t Pattelion jeined us
later here, Hesdquarters 50th DBattalien w-e established abeut
200 yards Se.B.

Cemmuni catien. L gy

8. EG NeMe

‘ 2504.18

|
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Ceommunicatisn by telephonea Was established with Brigade about
1 s.me 25th April, smd with frent line half an heur earlier a.d
with 5gth Pattalien by 2 SeMe Repert en Signals during
eperatiens is attached marked "B", Excellent werk was dene
by the Battalien linémen and runners.
CONSOLIDATION « Cempanies wers rather mixed by the time
"digging=in commenced and 1in additien seme men from 50th and
51st Battalions were in 5Znd Battolien secters. ot
Majer CRALES, 5Znd Battnlien and Captain CHURCHILL
SUITH cenferred =nd arranged the siling of Brigade line of
resistance; during this time and during censelidatien patrels
were sent eut by A" Cempanye # |
Ag the line was tee thickly held in 52Znd Battnli-n L
gecter, "A" snd "D" Cempanies were withdrawn te the suppert =ys
gystem, "C' =hd *B" Cempsnies helding the frop{ line of pests
ond tremches, these being in seme cases 01d BEnglish and
German trenched snd oG+ positiens. The attached reugh
ai sm ghews the appreximate pesitiens sccupled by Cempsmies
of 52nd Sattalien; censelidatien was cempleted just before
dawn snd ne change wos made in eur pesitiens during the d=ye
During the evening ef 25%h ingte sur left flank was swung
ferward = 1ittle te conferm te mevements of the 5Vth Battalien
whe were endeavering te getl teuch with 15th Australian
Brigsde on tha left. Abeut ijusk en the 25th. ewing te seme
ap eccurring in the sscter by units en eur right, the right
ank of that unit (2nd Bedferds was withdrrwn by Lieuntenant
HATTON (acting 0.Ce "A" Company 52nd Brttalien) assisted by
ene of his serze-nts,mnd a le“ensive #1ank te our p2sitien
wns “ormed. During aight 25/26th Trench treeps passed
threugh sur secter and prier tethe delivery by them of a
counter~attack at dawn en 96th April, the 52nd Battalion was
withdrawn- the 1last plateen leaving the front line at 445 »m:
26+4.18 the French attsck cemmenced ab Be15 feMe
6 A.Me 52nd Battalien gemnleted wt tharawal te Dosii’ ens due
: by them sn aftermem of os4¢h inst.on edge of BOIS Ae BLAMGY
(@quere M.35¢
QENERAL Divectien during the advence o4/25th was geed. “emmunicatien
24 /25th Sith flsnk units was maintained threugheut ; there w=as a
enersl tendemcy te swing or edge té the and "D" Cempnany
1eft of 52na Battalien reperted that 5lst ﬁuttli-n right
seemel 19 lese directien semewhat and bnveleps our flonke
The wire of the fences which cressed eur 1ine of sdvance
ebliqudly was a nasty shsthele, causing delay =nd chenges oF
direction; these latter were premptly reckified. '
The heavpy HeGe fire frem directien of the Wesds on
18t of Brigsde sector of wttnck alse crested a strong Aesire
__ te keep te the leftiiqhl |
\ Fortunately the night was net very A=vk. the mesn ™=
ebscured but, until the ewtillnry fire haaams heavy and smeke
and Aust thickened things, 1t was pessible te distinguish
nsighbeuring sectiens of plutaens, W
FORMATION. At cemmencement of Sdvance were twe plateens of
ssoh frent Cempamy¥in extende orler scress whele freontage,
with remeining nlatesn and Jesdouariers o esnch 'empany
fellewing net mere *than 50 yards in rear in line of gectisn
columns.
Twe Tommanies in rear in lLines of gsection celumns;
1% is aifficult to say hew leng these formation lasted bdut
cempanies and pl=2tesns avpenT te hnvs be»n Yept well in h=nd

througheut.
CENERAL T™e furthest neint reached duking ihe sdvense in 52nd Batiall
(24/25th) gecter waa ﬂﬂEEME!T'?-t# ta UeGebew n party sf "I" Cempany

ander 2nd Llieutensnt Do J.OFEDERSCY entsred the weed,but net
having sny suppert en either “lank they retired- reunding up
a Taw prisoners en reute. |
Prisenerss 5o estim=te has besn arrdved 2t and ne fipures
were kxept by Cempanies; unweunded men Wers used te help eor
curry sut weunded 2and it was very difficult te keep ANy Trecel
o numders w te the rear.
W
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GENERAL
24/25%h

During late after-

and again between

7 & 8 pm eur

secter was heavily!
bembarded,the last B

first frem the leflt flank,huﬁfﬁia“gunﬁ in eur immediate

eccasien being
almest barrage

o tn

(4 QpponceW74G 7

Ca @ o lHene were breught eut of the ates
by 52nd Sattslien but & number were cantured, ene estimate
seing that ful'y 15 guns had been taken er their crews

=

EE Fi Artillery cencentratien during the advance
| on 29251& was geed, within 5 minutes after 4ERO sand eour
artillery epeni

the Hun put dewn a h.ﬁtl_ﬂﬁgittfn
ne Onn Fire-Intenss - we suffered mestly st

L -

frent, lecated apparently in his eutpest line in U,4.
Threugheut the whele of the 25th April the enemy kept
up # bursts of machine gun fire, 2ny mevement betwesm CAC
and VILLERS.BRETONNSUX ealling fer a burst ef Pire. This
fire was mainly frem the right or Seuth Esstern mmskax flank.
e counter-2ituack waz made by the enemy en eur fremt
threugheut the 25th April er nmight 25/26th; and ne further
attack was made by this battaliens After the successful -
mnppilguuﬁ of BOIS Q'ACUENHE by tanks and units ef 23rd.
Infsatry Brigade during the mer 1;5* and the gimilsar
succeeses of e twe ﬂattnli:ni%ﬂ ~ESHIRES and 15th Aust.
Tnfsnt~y Brigade in VILLERS BFETGHHEH!?& forvard mevement
by the 50th Pattalien was erdered anﬁIFEZHH'iqttﬂliln was

directed ts cenferm te =2ny advance by swinging ferward sur
left.

- k.

During merming of April 25th the ensmy sent in a flag .
of truce, calling em us te surrender as we were surrunded J
en three sides by superier ferces; anether messanger alse 4
ceme aleng te guide the "cemmander" te the German "cemmandsnt
but neither’the imvitatiens were gacepteds The bearer eof |
the 124 ef truce was sent 8o 244ha Infuntry Prigrde Hendw
guarters, the ether messenger was sent te the rear as a very
williﬂglgriiinlr of war
I

CASUALTIES During the 24/26th April tetalled —

- Officers Other Hanks Totnl

Killed 3 45 4R —
Teunded 8 175 * 188

Hil!ilg - 13 13

ihﬁi;L 5 3 233 244 ?
Thres #snders were casualties befere dawm em 25th, amd
ths Teurth was mertally woeunded thmat evening. One Cemneomy EQ
("C") wng cemmanded by 2 sergeant during the sfterneen of
29th amnd until 2n efficer ceuld bes sent Terward frem the

e

Treserves. |
Medlcal arrougements were carried sut with great a1®ficulty.

owing te the few places where shelter cenl?d bhe ehtnined. ﬁ
The werk of the ReMeOo, hig assistants =ad nll stretoher-
bearers was anite up te the hipgh standsrd get 2nd alwavs
maintained b4 eur AcdcdleCo

In cemclulding this repert I wich te place em Tecerd
the very erxcellent mamner in which 211 rawnks tackled the 4sb
of the night attacke ™he g-eund ever which the night
advance and the attack was made wes net A1ffiocult Bnt 1t was
abselutely ntrang. te 211= me previeus recemnaissance having
been pessible, <The discipline threugheut was geed, junier
efficers 2md NeCeO"s carried em gplendidly and kept their
commands well in hand,

'__._-.-r-'_-d_—-.' S
*

.«_;[ L/\{:l‘ﬁ;f % A VY \
/" i
¥ Jase—

Lisut- Coelemel,
Commanding 52nd Pattalien A.L.F.

)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006285



G- .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006285




r & ati

o2nde.

/)'{#é;rjf‘( b 1725

BATTALION AaleFo

HOMINAL ROLL OF OFFICERS, ITH BATTALION DURING OPERATIONS 24/4/'1s,

‘!:'.’ 5= Fd7L /¥
HE D« URRTERS .
I’iE'ﬂj—CﬂlQnﬂl J-IlluEITHJjLH CelleGo
;aptain R. L.FORSYTH ( lede Off.) FLeuncted ?.ﬁ%g-
Lieut- G’iE-GILIl 1DJUTRHT-
Liﬂut' M-u;u"?ULKER‘ %IG: DFF-
Liﬂut- JiHiJULI-H' .[HT- OFFi
» .tlflt-ﬂ ;UlﬂP '.HY.
Ceptain ﬂnmwtmrﬂéa Mo s W inemoled ?//A/ff
Lieunt. fﬂ.J.Hﬂ.I-L |
Lieute G.M. TRAVERS, (Vocunel ed %/I/fﬁ
Liﬂutl H-G-H-TEOH' kieMo
_ At Ao wid gty
5‘{ H'Bﬂ
H | _,up't‘. fHun. ﬂﬂd}nfnn-hm.l.&(}. /‘l/{ffrﬁf }f/}?/fﬁ'
Li Dut. Ji O«sSMI TH £ #;M’ f#(q
Lieut. JoBONUILY, liwcuded P4/HfjF (Sinee
b Liﬂut. e Jn IfGEY * H
¥
e S" COKPANY.
) ‘aptain W.KENNEDY, Woumcted 24 i
.- Li Eut. Fs R m.uﬂ. “ o é/mttf ed #ﬁf
: 2/ Lieut. T.P.LONG, //rcwndlea /kﬁff
8/ Lieute AcG.ROWE, Vruuded 418
"D" COMPANY.
Sapte (WP AILNOTT, D€ of Womts I/4)s5
0 Lieut. G.W. LEA /Vt;tmdrd }A/#/ff
Lieut, CosB, MARSHALL /[ilted f'/,.?
2/Lieute. D.J. HENDERSON
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Waﬁf 2/

NOMIN L ROLL OF OFFIGERS LAFT BEHIND DURING OPERATIONS

24/4/'18 RIS NSRS L [ 1

o2nde BATTALION Aelela

L]
foniar Major

MAJOR R.Fe FITZGERALD ©so. DeSwds
LIEUT- Hiﬂ'- BILEOH va . A"..“h:)' ADJ'
LIEUT. Ae<B. SPIERS L.G. QFF.
LIEUT. JeDe FRYER BOMB (NG OFF.
LIEUT. A E DYOS TR NSPORT OF7.
H‘OI‘LIEUTF Tl JHIIIT{JH H- o lH.l
LIZUT. 1+F«B.CREECE ASSY SIG. OFF.
"A" COMPANY.
LI UT. H. THOMAS £
LIEUT. Hede AIR
Z H's.Burm 7
"B" COMPANY.
LI1EUT. R .;.Ia_:zfmﬂi‘
LIZUT. L.H. BIBBY

"G" COMP:NY.

L1EUT. ieHe CUONIELL il.Ce
: LIEUT. C.W. WILSON £ (joimed-Battalionas/stin)
ve v W}{:ES ALY '
"D" COME. .NY

IIIE“- Fl Fb"‘-ﬁul
LIJLUT- Liw I‘l L] Hﬂuﬁﬁﬁb
2/LIKUT. BeFo+ HARRIS.

Note : & OHicory (Wmadia Wuw againdl el namis f', WAl &«af“
Wiy Wt bt 0 Sty )] 25T mrbAl B reblnee Canallls

L [OOSR

m 52!16.- Bﬂt *‘lliﬂn 'ﬁl.i.l.llFl
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. COMPANY COIMANDERS AT 7-30 P.ll
e

. (baxtalian HeGs was located dn an open field in scuare Ws35. and
congisted of 2 hastily erected shelter: = few sticks stuck in ground
covered with a piece of canvas.

Compsny Commenders were sent for immediately on return of CeO.
from Brigade H.%., 2nd whilst the Senior ajor (lig jor R.F. FITZGEEELBTREG)
and Adjutant (Lieut. GeBeG. GILL) marked the 4 mapa (8ths Diwnl. iaps
B 2. 11/20.000] with boundaries and limits of sttack, C:0s briefly
explained the sk¥mmtismw instructions for the counter-attack, as contained

in Brigsde Message Uo. Be51 of 24-4-1B (&ppendix X )" 1.0 |

52nd. Battalion will move not later than 8-30 p.m. Flstoons have

glready been instructed to assemble and should be ready for Jompany
Commenders to explain operation by 8 pem. «¢ are to attack the eneny
SeW, of VILLERS BREIGPNEUZX gnj push him bepbnd the line held prior ©o
the enemy attack early this morning. On our £kxamk right will be a
Battalion of 54th. Infantry Brigade (18th. Division) and on our left
the 51ste Dattalion of our own Brigode; with the 50th. Battslien
following in rear of our agsaulting troops.

At the same time as our attack to the Seis. an@ 5. of the town,
the 15th. Aust. Infantry Brigade sre counter-attacking from the ., and
British troops (2nd. Northants) to do "mopping up" wofk in the town

tx"?ﬁﬁyself from the South. Thewoods on the west of the town (which are

"F'ITIEGtiﬂﬂllﬁ cleare of EEE_EHEHF, British trﬂDpB hEViﬂglbﬂﬂﬂ ordered TO

’-"'731uar them thig afternoon. <+<he idea of the attack is to effect a

junction by our Brigade with 15th. AeIs Erigade to the Hast of ¥ILLERS
BRETONNEUX and thus pinch off eng Huns who are still in the woods and the
towns "Ye receive artillery help up to 11 p.m. by Tire diregted on to the
town, snd after that hour the guns 1lift %ell forward of our objective.

. B2nd., Battalion will advence from the Jumping off tape (which is
now being 1lsid by the Battalion Intelligence CUfficers of 52nd., and 5lst.
Ba ttalions) with "A" & "D" Companies in front, "C" Company following
closely behind "A" Company, and "B" Company (in Battalion Support)
following in rear-of "D" Companys "A" & "C" Companies will maintain
olose liaison with the British Battalion on our right, and "D" % "B"
Companies will keep close touch with 51st. Battalion.

Any enenmy met with before reaching the road rumning North and
South through MONUMENT Wood will be dealt with revidly -~ as we have to
get near that wood by 11 pems !
At the point where this road 1s erossed (a4 Usbocecentral) by
the B and W road from CACHY to MARCELCAVE is the right of our objective.
"A" and "D" Companies will continue to advanee, whilst "C" Company, =%
pivoting at the cross roads will gwing its left flank to a point svprox-
imately 500 yards due East of the cross roads: this =will hring them
facing due South, "A" Company will link up . with "C" Company's left flank
and prolong the line HeEs across the high ground behind the Monument,
and "D" Compsny on extreme left will further extend line to the Southern
VILLEES BRETONNEUZXZ .~ LARCELCAVE Road, 51st. Battalion there juncetion and
prﬁlan% the line 8till further NeBe scross the railway to join up with 154
aust. lafantry Brigade. -
Vigorous work is required - ana it is a difficult job - the
great thin% is to maintain tounch with flank units, and to push hard.
| he enemy has probably nct had much chance of consdlidating
gince his attack Droke through this morning, but he has machine guns,
impress this on all ranks before commencing and on Flatoon and Section
commgnders the need for good leading and careful control. &
o dlics Direction will be posclbly difficult to maintain as there are
tracks and wire crossing our line of advance obliguely =2nd also ané
obligue road, but after thisg road is cressed the WONUKENT Wood, 1000
vards io fronk is - good land mark #or left flank, and the Cross Read
should be a good guide for right FEkank. : |
Send baek information 2a 1y and as often ss vnossible. We wil!
endeavour to get phone wirés 1ald &8 ®oon as poseible aftervthe adveanece

has commenced.

- g p— —_———— _J_.il"_f
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