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At the begfﬁning of the Month of December the H Qe.0f th
| Qe 8 lst.Aust.Divisional Enpgine
t;;:;agii?dtgem;ii}:ga of ﬁ@%ﬁE;Le;EHAgEAU. (Ref ,Map VALENCIEHNE53 A Church paiidaﬂzg :;:
0 8 was he n 6 Uoncert Hall. Pa@re DEXTER officiati M
CUTLER,MBE,MC,arrived from ENGLAND and took over the C | i e
fnginesrs, Weather fine but dull. Bl el e dein: g

)
;’I‘{/p/"//

do. U e et et Sl Sl Bl St ot el e Rt o L -
E . -U_ 0. fng o ?.?.%.EaTainad in Office. Adjutant visited the Fisld Companies. Weather fine but dull I Héwfa?ﬂ
................ - SRS TR e SR e e R S |
/Do . 3rd. ngeating of 0's.C.Companiss called by the C.,R.E.-Lisut.Colonel MURDOCH at D.E.HsQ.Mog8 to ! e S
tdzzgﬁzrthaﬂggugzéizgil Qzaatian and Rafraatinnal Training,and bring all three Field Companies 7 /
. €8 10 arrange to inter /
s E view each man personally as to Educational “.éégéf
B =iSs. . o8 G B e LR B e R 8 iy
doe 4th CeReEsinspected Com INrything Baund betiaShotors BLth tne or fer 1t ek & /- | ad
. R mpany Billets. Everything found satisfactory wit ; /L i
______ | AdJutant aocompanied the C.R.E. Weather dull and cold. G el sty Hxﬂﬂptiﬂng. ﬂjﬁfzf/
do 5th. Cah . Bednémeoted 1hs Ooapasy Hrikets wrd RS Wintan . Tov Beatbe Eo than Sas DR bl it by . J
. v e ? f:infpfﬂiﬂf Ehf EGTfRT?_Hiliata and Horse Lines.= few faults to find. Weather wet and cold.
do éth, Gs0ill. ,aoneral 'GLAGGON. Inepested a1l Company Silleths and Hotes Hiten. Svaseriiss ol i = =
«0.C. pected all Company Billets and Horse Line
S 8. Everything generally
Y S i . W] rﬂ_tiﬂfaftfrfrﬁuf Emerfv?manta here and there suggested, Fine clesar day.
B PR D0, | e o BRI GE T INE  Co 0O B OO R R SRS SR 6. R S TRew: SRR i 85 e e ap giclag] Wb e celia | B e o e e e ™
do Tth. gnlnnal M@URDOCH in Office most_nf the day. Adjutent visited the Three Fisld Companies
. meeting of Company Commanders was held at C.R.E.less to further arrange combined Fiélé
| | gmpan{ Classes. Decidsd that only practical clasges are possible,and lsctures ete. to stand
| over till such books are obtained as will enable Instructcrs and lecturers to carryv on
_______ | -officiently. Weather fine and clear, - i
i do lath' GRE iFE;E;t;d-G;m --------------------------------------
ReEWoln npany Billets. Adjutant to Companies.
G TR | Eattalion in the afternoon. Weather Fine and Ggld- T RS e
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| ‘ : | WAR DIARY | Army Form C. 2118.
_ WK
F ,Jﬁlﬁf{: . BT N EREXR 0. l8d
hﬂe, . (Erase heading mot required.) '
o - O i TR A, N i Remirks and
Summary of Events and Information 1'1[3]*31]393 to
. A~ 5 : ! ppendices
gg&RE-La- 'ath, | C.Ro.Esattonded a Conference of Senior Officers at D.H Q.to discuss Hducational Sche: |
TEAU. | ] ellele 80uss ucatlional Schemse
e =0T - ol MY Y Pk ShA. _Adjutant to Field Compenies. Weather fine but dull,
do . ' 10th| C.R.E,t0 new ares by Ol Retutrls the ket avartte S s R Salk SR Dadh e o Kt I TR = T gt S S
oliy s urned the same evening. Lieut .THOMPSON and Fisld C ¥
gapreagntativa Offlcergment forward to the new area for Billeting Purpcaas.ﬂﬂraauﬁgingjald /
A SNt fm?ﬁf,ﬂﬂ is rather cramped. Adjutant to Field Companies and Division. Weathery wet,
/Do 11th C.R.E 1nspactad‘G;m -------- Saen i e . TR T - TR CLV s S e s v W s e e 1 - -~ - - -
o sRee npany Billets. Educational Officer SEt.COLLINGS,R%rd B
EAE . LF Lt Corfmenued carting of timber forward by Lorry to establish a dump 1; ne*;r :;::?G;:Eddiir duty. W
do 12th, C.R.E.in 0fr; RN R T T R e -/ hih
i F & €e during the day. A®@jutant to Field Companies. Pre
5 j ;ompanies, pared to send a Pump pa
fﬂrwarﬁntn cammennaﬁ' & R.ZE.,Dump under Lisut +THOMPSON,Stores Cificerybut LgPTiEE-fEiIEd t;ty //’
_______ report.Day dull and wet, Capt.A.P.MURPHY returned from leave to PARTS. fﬁlxézg
n T B G SEECRE T e, © . B O T L
4o 13th., OSR.BS to Fleld Oompamies. Lisut PHOMPSOR Porward to rnew avea fh cobarttos & oo = G A el el Rk ~ 1
«Lie . +THOMPSON forward to new area té& establish R.E.D
i%ﬂg g;zﬂﬁzgag-ﬂ gﬁEUtiﬁt to Corps to C.E.Office re supplies. Dull showery day?mgéggzgaﬁgzty ;
Brigﬁﬁa m&rah.. EeloO scuss detalls as to the Three Field Companies moving together on fzg?/
do el  Slovaclly Rock Rnd S9ALP e MESELES by Loty aBd O KR il cn TS A S s e rs ek . e LA
- Lorry and C.R.E. -
follow next day. Day dull and ke, . N g SRRy 0oFSL g Adjutent pnd trensport fo M
- - - o e ek e e SR e e s e SRS ol e e AN o JCE B & S uge, o SSEEN W .--'.
angﬂ . 15th} Eﬂigﬁiuf Transport cancelled until the 19th,inst. Adjutant and Transport r;m;iﬁaa ;t-FSLEE: T
 Siran : TEAU. C.R.E.returned to SOLRE=Le=CHATEAU from PRESLES on thes evening of thalFthr to be i
TR e YRR £ i D.H.Qe.next day for the arrival of the Princes of VWales. Dull showsry day, « to 4£§1 »
PRESLES ' 16th" | cIRlE‘tD D.H.Q'-I‘; ;E;ﬂ;?;nn -f- o -1 ------------------------ el B il R ; o
(Ref. | Day dull and showery. TE OF tHe Frined of Wiles. 0iR.E.then returned to PRESLES. o
i | 14

| DD & L., London, BC.
| (A1o266) Wt W5300/Pr13 750,000 2/i8 sch, 82 Forms/Ca1i§/16.
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temarks and

Summary of Events and Information references to
\ o 4 | Appendices
PRESLES , 17th. | .R.E-g.nﬂpacting R.E.swraa in CHATELET in connection with lst Auat.nir.nump. Ad Jjutant
Etill a8t SOLRE=Le-CHATEAU with Transport. Wet day. /’
do 18th. CeReEomet Staff Captain,C.E.Australian Corps in CHATELRET to arrange supply of material for
Dump. Cold wet day.
do 19th. C.R.E.1n 0ffice. Stores O0fficer collecting material for Dump., Adjutant left SQOLRE=Le= F
CHATFAU with Transport of D.H.Q.,D EeleQejrand DeAPelle;at 8 a,mearriving in PRESLES at
4,30 p.m., Cold day,ndd showers.
do 20th. C.R;E.and Adjutant in 0ffice all day. llany requisitions received fnr R E.Natarial,but a genseral
supply nop yet avallable. Corps report that the supply is through "Q". 0.C.2nd.Field Coy.,
| called on C,R,E. Cold wet day. :
do 2lst, C.R.E.to Brigades re acﬂummodaticn for classes in practlical carpsntry and plumbing. Adjutant
to R.E.Dump CHATELET. Dull wet day.
do 22nd. C.R.E.and Adjutant vislted all Field Compenhies. Billets and Horse Lines jnanactad; Adjutant
to CEATELET for pay. Cold wet day. :
....... & & ‘mlle L B SR e SR B N ek (M ot e AT S R e B B e T R e e e d e e gRae AL o
do 23rd., CsR.Eewent round the Field Companies in the morning and again in the afternocon with the
+G.D.O.Diviainn. Everything satisfactory. Adjutant to R.E.Dump CHATELET. Dull day.
do 24th,. C.R.B.and Adjutant in 0ffice all day. Westher fine and mild. '
do |25th. Xmas.lay. C.R.E.in Office during the morning. Adjutant to Field Companies. No work i
| | during the afternoon. Several Field Company Officers called in during thes day. Fine day.
————— -ir—---—-—-i--—--—-——----—------—-—-l----——-—--—#——-———-—-—-——— - e e o e = e e
do 268th, C.R.BE. remained in Billets all day. Adjutant in Office. 0's C Companies called in during
r the day. Day dull and wet.
R R Wi e Al B s w e S W B W e e ah e EED R e e e ae s ae e e el e e e e = L . T T T S,
| |
|
P. D, &1.., London, EC.
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- L o - Py —— _ : -
e | : = |':' . ¥ - | y
| W oy WAR DIARY ; | Army Form C. 2118.
f & it : T_.fﬁjf Aieady DA :15;%
<3 ! |" {Emu heading not required.)
__-—-———-——-————“——__"_'_*—-—-—_ﬂ'_—__-__r_ sl N T AN i mﬂrkﬁﬂﬂd
. [ A Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices
f 1 ‘ : !
| PRESLES. | 27th, *C.H.E.and Adjutant in Office all day. Weather wet and cold. | zééﬁagzb
R e .| el . . D R T T IR CEEEEE T T T R I R . . . T T R — -._, ————— I e e
do s | 28thl.s C.R,EB.in 0ffice writing up reports on work of Field Compmnies and Pioneers,in the present war.
Adjutant to Field Companies. Authority received from Corps to draw on Army Dump CHARLEROT.
Weathsr wet and stormy.
- . e m e e o ke m e e o e @ Em o T o S e S e S s W W BB SE Em B SE G MR Em Wm R SR e W e B M En e W S e S S e W e e W = e e |
do. 29thp C.R.Eeand Adjutant in the 0ffice during the day. Weather dull and wet.
—————— ——_---T---—-—-—_—-——----——r--——-—-——————------——--———4-__
do 30thl C.ReB.and Adjutant to Fiseld companiss during the morning.In afternocon to Football HMatches
Pioneser Bn,versus lst.Battalion and Engineers versus Divisional Enginsers., The games were won
bit the lst.Bn. and 3rd.Bn.respectively. Weather fine but dull,
do ﬁlatr CeReBEeto DsH,Qe Adjutant remained in Q0ffice. WVeather fine but &ull.occasional showers,
————— - A o E e S G S O e AR W e S T O A S T e S O O O s (R A A O A A e A S i O S e G R o e ae Em e o aa g e s e Tan - o e
r )
| | Lieut ,Colonel.
CeReE.jylet.Australian Division.
[
3 ] |

3' | D. D, & L., London, E.C.
i (Ar1oz66) Wt Ws300/P713 :rss:r,:mu 2/i8 ach, 52 Forms/Car 1816,
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WAR DIARY

H.Q.IST.AUSTRALTAN DIVISIONAL ENGINEERS.

e

FOR

ECEMBER .
S

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.
I. STATEMENT OF CASUALTIES.EVACUATIONS.ETC.
L SYNOPSIS FOR THE MONTH.,
I1I. EDUCATIONAL - SYNOPSIS.
IV. GRAPH SHOWING STRENGTH ETC.

Z,;f?/n%mléﬂ
A 7 Capt.& Ad]lt.

fDPHC.R.E-,lﬂt.HﬁEtPﬁ%}ﬂn.Di?iﬂiﬂn-

?ff“ 7 /}?’/’?/

r-"ff
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M ' |
g&ﬂﬁ: [ HeQe.Divenl, Engineers, |

E lst ;Australian Division. > : |
nw lst . January 1219, %W
MONTHLY STATEMENT OF CASUALTIES, EVACUATIONS . REINFORCEMENTS etc. G 7
FOR MONTH XXNHERXXXIX DECEMBER 1918. R
3£
asualties Evacuated sick. Rejoined from Reinforcementes joined Transfers |
KilTed,Died of Wounds, Hospital. PTus. MTnus. |
Jnit. Wounded. | ;
Ozft O-ﬁ- OEE . O\Iva Off. OeHoe fol 0|R| Off- OIR- ﬁ!f . Oim u! ® OEE . 5-H. Remarlks . |
lﬂt- -D-Ent
Q‘ - - — - - 1 - - - - - - . 1
lﬂt-F.Uﬂ- - - - o - ¥ 4 p = - - = — - 4 5 O.Re.to AUST,
end.F.Co., = - - - - 11 L 3 . - 1 - - 2
Brd.FeCo. = o - " . 10 - o - 3 = . - 30 |
" I
|
u i Lan = e e

Changes in Officers :-

1st,Field Company,
Lisut.,F.G.MOFFITT from Hospital 7/12/18.

end.Field Company.
“CaptoR.A.CLIN 'TE'EO from Hospital Wounded 7/12/18,

Major R.V.CUTLER MBE,MC.taken on strength as 0.C. 1/12/18.

/ Captain & Adjutant.
for C.R.E.,lst Alstralian Divieion,
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>  ayNOPSIS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 1918. Cfppnrdlc’ g

L
L '"'! -_.-..--—--.-..-.-—.--.-----———d--—--——_ — T L _..--""':"

ﬂiaut.cnlnnul MURDOCH has acted &8s C.,R.E.during the Monthg in the
absence of Lieut.Colonel WK . HENDERSON ,DS80,who has been on special
leave in ITALY and the south of FRANCE.

There has been a few alterations in the D.E.H.Q.Staff,the attached
\ Draughtsman has been dispensed with as there were no further
requirements for his services,but the staff had been increased DY
the addition of an Education Officer and his Clerk.

At the beginning of the month the three fi8l1d Companies werse billeted
in separate wings in the one bullding in SOLRE=-Le=CHATEAU,wlth
D.E.H.Qein the same villagse.
These buildings werse held until the morning of 1”+h.December when the
Companies moved out with the 3rd.Brigads group,arriving in the new
area mear CHATELET,on the evening of the 19th.December.
D.BE.H.Q.moved sep&rataly,tha Cc.R.E.and Orderly Room Staff proceeded

X by Car and Lorry on the 14th,but by a sudden change in orders the
Ad jutant and Transport were delayed in SOLRE-Le=CHATEAU till the
19th.on wkich day they moved with D.H.Qe.and D.A.P.M,Transport to
PRESLES in one stage.
Tn view of the three Companies moving in ons colurn as Divisional
Engineara,culnnal MURDOCH called a meeting of Field Company Commanders
to arrange details for the march and for the Billeting arrangements,
and as a result,Brigades were asked to repeat move orders to each
Field Company each day. The order of march for the Companies 1in
the column was laid down &s 1,2 and B3 for +he first day,2,%andl
the second day and 3,8 and 1 for the third day,and Brigade was

notified. .
mach Company moved as usual as & distinet Unit with Transport,and
between the Companies,Unit distances were maintained. Tt was

hoped to have the Three Field Companies together again in the new
area handy to C.R.E,,&a8 thig arrangement offered facilities for
running combined Education classes amongst ihe Field Companies, &as
well as being convenient from a disciplinary point of view.

The village of SART RUSTACHE was allotted to the Three Field Companles
with D.E.H.Q.not far dlstant at PRESLES.

Advanced Billeting parties reported that there was jnsufficient
sccommodation,so the 1st .and 3rd.Companies were gent to SART EUSTACHE
and the 2nd.Field Company to BINCHR,very close toO PRESLES .

This was the best arrangement under the circumstances and from the
19th December until the present time they have occupled thesse Rillets.

The strength of the Compenies hes fallen off during the month,owing
to personnel returning to AUSTRALIA,and to the rducetional Scheme,

by which several men have been detailed to attend classes for varyling
periofts and others have been accepted as Instructors.

To offset this there have been no reinforcements srriving from the

Base.
At this stage of active service the question of Drivers has become
more difficult. The majokity of the old hand Drivers have been

returned to AUSTRALIA,and their places have been difficult to fill,
as under pressnt conditions there 18 & tendency to prefer the rank of
sapper to that of pDriver in spite of the extra I/A per day.
in addition,with +he constant duties the Drivers have to perform
it has besn practically impossible to of fer them any facilities
under the Edqucational Scheme ,ahd many of them are anxioums to attend
classes. A duggestion has been mede to reduce the number of
Horses as followe :i=
each
pump the Bridge and keep 2 Horses only for ks Pontoon and
frestle Team B this means dispensing with 12 Horses peor Coy.

pispense with Pack Horses = 4 per Compaily.

Dispense with all spare Hﬂraea.(;f)

v
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1 This would make a total reduction ofd/. Horses per Company, with a
ﬂ ‘ sorresponding reduction in Drivers,which would greatly help matters,
WORKS . )
Again,Field Companies had little to perform in the way of Works
and beyond cleaning up and improving Billeting accommodation,there

has been only a few incidental jobs to perform.

MATERTAL.

In anticipation of a blg demand for R.E.Materiel,in the CHATELET
Area,Lieut .THOMPSON,R.E.Stores Officer was sent ahead of the Division
with Sapper personnel to establish a Dump of suitable material.

A limited amount of Lorry Transport was made available for his use.
There was a particularly large Hun Dump in CHARLEROI,and the Stores
officer drew on this to obtain R,E.Material for the Division.

This procedure was stopped waiting authority fromArmy, through
Australian Corps,to draw further Material.

Meanwhile the only source of supply affanged by Australian Corps
was from RANCE,and any old enemy Dumps in the Divisional Areas of
which there were none applying to the 1lst.Aust.,Division. RANCE
was a very long trip and the supply was limited. In the 4th.Divsnl.
Area there was a train load of malthoid and arrangements were made to
draw on this supply to the extent of 200 Rolls. ©So for the first
week,the supply of R.E.Material was very limited and all available
material was allotted to No.2 Sanitary Section for the making of
L.atrines as they were considered of first importance,and an
exceptionally large number wers required to meet the demandsg of the
gcattered Billets.

“In the 28th.December,authority came from Corps to draw on the Army
Dump at CHARLEROI,and accordingly a sufficient supply of material
has since been available for Latrines,Ablution Sheds,Educational
purposes including Tables,Forms and any other requirements of
'urganEy apart from Hutting and Stabling which has been in th® hands
of "Ql

Roofing Material has been short,but a supply of Corrugated Iron

is expected : hessian is practically unobteinable in any quantities.
A workshop is being formed at the Dump for incidental small jobs
and also for Signboards for which there is a largs demand.

The Dump situated at 75 Rue D'Abbatoir,CHATELET,is the first
divieional R.E.Dump formed,since leaving LONG,early in November,
Stores Officer lises in CHATELET,and Dump personnel are billleted
close to the Dump., £

A Stock Sheet is rendered to the C.,R.E.correct to 6 p.mesthe previous
eveninge.

EDUCATION. ’
Shortly aftery arriving in SOLRE-Le_CHATEAU and the Companiss
had settled down,the guestion of Education was revived.
' Lieut .Colonel MURDOCH called a meeting of the Company Commanders
to discuss the matter. At that time there was no Educational
officer appointed for the Divisional Enginsers,so it was declded
to appoint an Qfficer in each Company to interview each man _
personally to see what his -requiremsnts in the matter of Education
were,and also as far as possible to advise how far the scheme, as
far as it was known to be could assist him, |
The -object was to make the gquestions more of a personal matter and
get away from the Company's orderboard and parade ground standpoint
and thaqto classify and tabulate the several prospective students
to give the Educational Officer something to go on,as soon as he
reported for duty.
Later,as i¥ was desirable to start with educational work,as soon as
possible,another meeting of Company Commanders was called with a
view to commencing combined Company Classes in certaig Subjects.
The main difficulty was the almost complete absence of Text Books
for the Instructors. The general opinion was that the men were
keen,and instructore were available,but the latter naturally
required a certain amount of brushing up in their respective
subjects in order to carry on.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006304
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| 1Tt was decided that an immediate start was not practicable for the
following reasons:-

The whole Behemes needed careful working espsecially in the initial
stages,and there was & serious risk of a false start if classes

were commenced before the instructors were surse of their subfects.
Most of the subjects required were of & Technical nature,and out

of fairness to the instructors,text books for them were deemed
necessary to enable them to carry on and keep their prestige as such

' | f the
on the other hand any prolonged delat might lessen the keenness o
men but it was decided to wait for texXt books before a general start
could be made.

. . Ard.Bne

The Rducationsl officer Mr.CCOLLINGS,late Sergeant in the

ra;nrtad at D.E.H.Q.on the llth.December and proceeded to get in touch
with the Field Companies on Educational matters.

Practical Carpentry classes have been formed for the benefit of the
Infantry Brigades mainly.

Under tﬁa acheme each Field Company supplies an officer and three
agsistants as Instructors,and the tools from three of the four

Tool Carts in each Company.

As more tools are available the classes will be insreased.

second and Third Brigades commenced on the Z2n0th.December and the
First Brigade will commence on the 2nd.January.

Sappers from the respective Field Companies may attend these classes.
Personnel from the Field Companies have been detached to attend
clasges and places of instruction away from their Companies,such as
Loco Works,Mechanical Workshops etc.

Appendix III shows detailshof Education as applying at present to

Field Companies.
é/ Capt.k Adjt.

for C.R.E.,l8t.Australian Divielon.
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APPENDIX, TIX.

el EDUCATTIONAL SYNOPSIS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 19018,

~ _CLASSES IN QOPERATION,

1.Carpentry. Averages Students. &9
2 .Bookkeeping do do i
B3eArithmetic.Elem, do do 18
do Wkmand. do do 18

do Commercial. do do 168
4.,Motor Driving do do 42
5.Plumbing. Lectures do do 12
. B.Land Surveylng do do 10
7.Quantity do. do do 10.
B.Archltectural Brawing. do do 21
Mechanical Drawing. do do 21
9,.Bullding Construction. do do A
10 .Chemistry. do do 12

Total SRR
l INSTRUCTORS = 8 Officers. 10 Other Ranks.

; Technical Classes have commenced in the Three Field Companiles,
touchimg on every day subjects e,.g.

Motor Driving and Running Repairs By Lieut . .MOFFITT. 10 Subjects
from the names of parts and cars to actual driving. & salved
Motor is being used for Demonstration.

Carpentry. 7 Subjects from the use of Tnnia,and care of same to
the practical work viz.Jolsts,Roof Plates etc. By Cpl.TAIT and
assgistants.

Plumbing. From the soldering iron to wiping Joints.By 5&vner
NUGENT . '

Land Surveying by Lieut.GIBBISON.
Quantity Surveying Lieut.DEACON.
Architectural Drawing.Spr.BRENTNALL.
Mechanical Drawing. =pr.BRENTNALL,
Building Construction by Lieut.DEACON.
Blementary Chemistry by Cpl.MARTIN.

A Debating class is also formed.

Instructors have besn supplied to the lstand 2nd.Brigades.
Workshops were selected and three grades of Classes organised and
mostly practical work is carried out.

1 §fficer and 17 men ars attending courses at PARIS,ST.ETIENNE
LLoco.Workshope,Dieppe Docks,and Tank Corps Schools TENEUR.

Text Books has been our greatest drawback in the past,but with the
forthcoming supply,we hope to have the classes Into a more
advanced stage. .

Dty

Educatitnal Officer.
1st.Australian Div:l.aimn%nginaars
| et

[
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Ist AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ENGINELES.

GEAPH shewing STIUENCGTH of COMPANILS Lie.
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