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Nothing to record,
O.R.E. received orders from Chief Engineer 1st Anzac to procesd to 2nd Corps H.Q. HOOGGRAAF, GIWJQL#

near YPRES, for purpose of meeting C.R.Z. 25th British Division re holding the front there and
to consult with C.E. and C.R.E. 1lst Aust. Div. as to certain preparatory works required for
operations in contemplatien, Informed that a plank road had to be constructdd around

BELLEWAARDE LAKE in rearvof BELLEWAARDE RIDGL, in ordesr to facilitate movement of Heavy Artillery,

immediately following an advance on ths front.
With O0.Z.1lst Anzac and C.R.L. lst Aust. Div, made reconnasissances of road in early morning,

In meantime 2 Oompanies of 2nd Pioneer Battalion ordered to proceed to this area for work,
advance party of officers from that unit arrived atv KRUISSTRAAT about midday. They made
reconnaissance of road in afternoon and started work on night 7th/8th, Night work considered
advisable as road partially under observation and within sasy gun-range of the ensmy,. Road

to be single-way track of 3 inch beech slabs 10 feet long,laid on 4 longitudinal runners sunk
flush in formation, nailsd at each crossing with é-inch nails, Formation to be 18 feet wide
betwesn diteches., Planks for road lorried up along LENIN Road to vieinity of BIRR Cross Roads

at Night, This road frequently shelled back as far as HiLL FIRSE CORNER,

C.R.E. with O.R.B., 18t Aust, Div. established H.Q. at KRUISSTRAAT (H.1l8.c.8.2, Sheet 281)

Bth eand 7th Field Compenies and remaining 2 Companies of the 2nd Pioneer Battalion arrived irom
RENESCURE, all quartered in vicinity of RKRUISSIRAAT, the last at SWAN CHATZAU.

6th Field Company arrived from RLNLSCURE and quartered nearvKRUISSTRAAL, otn Field Company
employed under C.R.E. lst Anzac Corps Troops, altering billets in DICKEBUSCH., 7th Field
Company employved under C.R.E. Division improving track and establishing and building Dlviaimna%
Quartermaster's store and Re=filling Points, alsc making forward shelter accommodation in YPRES.
@.R.E, with Major Harris and Captain Waddell made reconnaissance of forward area including

front line trenches of WHSTHOEK Ridge, Communication in arsa poor = one bad duckboard track
from MENIN Road through CHATEAU Wood up to BELLEWAARDE Ridge; practically nothing else.

Ares bare of works necessary for preparation for further advance,. Decided duckwalk track

through CHATEAU Wood requires to be very much improved and extended to as near WESTHOLEK as
possible, and a second duckwalk track required if time permitted, from point on plank road under

construction, where it bends round N. of BELLEWAARDE Lake, up to WiEsSTHOHEX Ridgse. Divisional

Ammunition dump with shelters required near junction of plank road with CAMBRIDGE Road, which
rung off in a northerly direction from MENIN Road at BIRR CROSS Roads. Also R.A.P. rfqu{?adl E
in each of 2 beattalion sectors on WESTHOEK Ridge, and Advanced Collection station on BELLEWAAR DL
Road to be improved and accommodation increased, Brigade Ammunition dumps with protectlion to

be established in rear of WESTHOEK Ridgs.

AN
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Battle dump of R.E.stores to be accumulated near Brigads Ammunition dumps. The carrying out of},
. these works allotted to €th Fisld Uompany.

100 infantry attached permanently to each Field Company for work, _
850 vards formation, 800 ysrds planking, of the plank road completed. 2 Companies of Pionsers
only employed on this work hitherto, In order to speed up work Pionsers nr@ared to concentrate
on formation only,until junction effected with formation being made by lst Pionssers from the
other end, and 7th Field Company made responsible for planking and for transportiling necessary
planks on to job. Chief difficulty regulating rate of progress is getting planks frnm where
dumped on MENIN Road to where required on job. Planks dumped indiscriminately on MENIN Road
between HELL FIRY CORNER and BIRR CROSS ROADS - transported to job by G.S.wagons, All this
has to be done under freguent heavy shell fire, Before work started on road it was anticipated
that, of the length of the road, approximately 2,500 yards, the 1st Dlvision may be expected to
complete about 1,500 yards, and this Division only 1,000 yards, the differgnca in progress
anticipated being attribulable to the fact that the formation through CHATEAU Wood ful}cwed the
0old road formation, which was in fairly good order and would not require very much work.
Formation of road,#eé reported junction made with that of 1lst Division at 1,370 yards from start.
Planking had reached 984 yards to night of 18th., Work still slow owing to difficulty in keeping
up supply of planks. Light Railway terminus alongside road but in spite of every effort we
have not been able to obtain supply by railway, which would have immensely facilltaﬁad and
expedited work., On night 19th 1,200 yards planking cﬂmplate@ when work ceased. Owing tce
operations impending on early morning of 20th it is not anticipated that work can be caninu?d.
$t111 about 600 vards planking requirsd to complete surface of soft fcrmat;on up to CHATEAU Wood
and then about 230 vards of old road formation through CHATEAU Wood which is faigly hard. It
was hoped to have had this road completed by the 20th, which was the date fixedy this Division
more than fulfilled the estimate of progress, but the 1lst Division were much behlnd, Pionesrs
up to date about 50 casualties on the Job,
E@EEP ﬁreparatﬂry works being carried out by 6th Field Company,in praparatiﬂn for attack timed
for morning of 20th, were,by dint of strenuous efforts on the part of Major garria and the
6th Tield Company, brought satisfactorily near completion. Divisional Ammunition dump
completed, A moderate cuantity of R.E, stores taken to b&tili gympﬂ. Brigade ammunition
dumps established, R.A.P. and Advanced Collecting post compleated. )
Ordgrsereg&rdinﬂ dispositions for attack are incorporated with this diary. ‘Diaposltimns of
Engineers and Pioneers for the opsrations is in accordance with the General Staff lMemorandum

‘ BsDel inssmuch as the Field Companies and Pioneers are detaliled entirely as
BEvEg?agg jgggmﬁs; Iy gid Companies have parmanentgy attached infantry. .

1875 Wt W3503/326 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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YPRES , 10tH They are not to be sent forward to carry out works until word has been received from the Brigads| ,
Commanders concerned, in the meantime being kept fairly well back where they will probably not U/~
be under heavy shell fire, They are detailed to specific Jjobs, and not in any case used 1in =
small details to go forward with attascking troops. Moreover, Plonsersa are left in the hands of
the C,R.E., for the purpose of improving communications,such as roads and tracks forward,as early
as poesible after ths objectives have hesen teksn.
20th Operations entirely successful, all three objectives having been captured and held,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

parties,to meet the altered circumstances, whereas when the engineer parties go forward with, or

Arrangements for using Engineers and Picneers worked out very satisfactorily. In each case ths e 3
works were completed, although the road connection from plank road up to WESTHOZK was only Jjust
passable to whesl traffic during the night 20thRlst owing to boggy nature of part of the ground
which had to be crossed, and would havs reguired much improvement for anything like heavy traffiq.
However, it satisfactorily opened up a route for pack transport.

The system of having permanently attached infantry proved its value during the operations, as
well as during the preparatory work, This system enormously increased the mmm¥ amount of work
which could be carried out by Field Companies. Infantry are capable of from 2 to & timesa as
much work as the ordinaryv casual parties supplied daily; it is therelore an emsonomical system |
since it requires less men to get work done, than would be regquired with the system of dally
changing parties, It also results in less freguent applications for infantry assistance from
Bripade Staffs for all and sundry works, often required at unexpected and inconvenisnt hours,
and therefore tends towards smoother working and less tendency to irritation. All Fisld Company
Commanders ars unanimous in the opinion that this system 1s of the very greatest value and tends
to very much higher effectiveness in ths use of engineers,

The system provided for during the operations of having an officer as Communicating centre at
rear Brigade H.Q.proved very satisfactory. This officer could pass information backwards and
forwards between C.R.HE. and advanced Brigade headguarters, whsre Engineer liaison officers were
attached; could also give parties, going up to work, further instructions as to what was requiredq,

and should a miscarriage of arrangsments take plase, was in a position to rectify any derangemen

quickly, The whole operations were so uniformly successful, and all arrangements worked so

smoothly that the system was perhaps not put to so severe a test as would have bsen, had the 1
objectives not been taken as anticipat=d, but it is thought that it is in just such circumstancesq, J
the non=fulfilment of the pre=-arranged scheme, that the system of having the engineer parties .
held in reserve, and of having an intermediate station with an engineer officer, and also -
engineer officers with esach advanced Brigade H.Q. would have proved most valuable, for it would
have been possible under these circumstances to have made freah dlspositions of the englneer

1875 Wit W3503/826 1,000,000 4}:5 1.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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or
immediately following the assaulting troops, and the operations do not proceed as hopsd for, it

is impossible then to regain control of the engineer parties in order to alter the disposition.

| £
W/

Field Companies and Pioneer Battalion of this Division relieved by those of the 4th Aust, Divisipn.

The disposition on reliéaf by 4th Division:= Field Companies - one in reserve with a ssction at
BUSSEBOOL on trench model, one on hutting and one with Corps Heavy Artillery. Ons Company of
Pionsers attached to Corps Heavy Artillery. ConsXont X

Pioneers had fully about 700 yards Light tramway from junction with the Light Railway near
BELLEWAARDE Bend up towards WESTHOEK, This 1ind was subsequently extended by the engineers of
the 1st Aust. Division.

3 Companies of the 2nd Pionesers started on completion of the BELLEWAARDE Circuit Road.

Pioneers completed 250 yards of new planking and restored about 150 yards of formation,

4th and 5th Austrslian Divisions made an attack and gained all their objectives, bringing thsir
front line to the foot of BROODSEINDE Ridge., _
Chief Engineer very anxious that BELLEWAARDE Road be completed as early as possible. The rate
at which planks can be got on the job is still the rsgulating factor. In order to expeditse
work and simplify ths job for the Pionesrs, lajor Harris, 6th Fleld Company was given the duty
of delivering planks tm jobs; Pioneers only responsible for ilmproving formation and putting
down planks,

On night Eath/ETth the 7th Field Company were given orders to take in hand the section of road
through CHATIAU Wood, about 230 yards long,and to work continuous shifts until complets.
Pionsers given aim1lar crders to complete thelr sectlion up to CHATEAU Wood, by working
cﬂntinumuﬂly so far as supply of planks would allow.

7th Fisld Company reported completion of their sectlon by 8 a.m., about 200 yards being planked
and 30 vards metalled.(A very good effort) Pioneers at this tims stlill had about 200 yards
to cnmpleta and practically no supply of planks on job « they, however, finished during the
afternoon,

Information received that this Division, in next operation, would not be in same sector, but
would take over the section between its original left boundary and the YPRLES=ROULERS Raillway,
at present held by the 3rd British Division, This news rather disappointing after having done
so much work in the area, more especially as in the new area practically nothing has been done.
There are no roads at all, and practically no works worth-the name, All communications
required will have to be made in readiness for the next opersations, which are expected to take

place about the 3rd or 4th of October.

1875 Wt Ws593/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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C.R.E. called on C.R.&, 3rd British Divlision in YPRES to ascertain what work is in progress and
what requires to be done,

7th Field Company started work on Dry weather track from BELLEWAARDE Read towards SANRS SO0UCL
running approximately up the centrs of the new area., About 750 yards of practicable track mads
during the day. Commenced getting supplies of duckbosrds up to CAUBRIDGE Road in preparation
for extending tracks into new area. Orne double duckboard track has to be constructed in esach
brigade sector.

7th Field Company will be respcnsible for track in right sector, 6th Field Company for that in
the left, and 5th Field Company responsibde for getting up supplies of duckhoards as far

forward as possible. 20 G.5. wagons bheing detailed frem the Divisional Tralin for work

of transport, _
Work started on layving duckboard track, and improving existing track in left sector - CAUBRILGE
Road towards WESTHOEK Ridge; most of this latter was single duckboard track and in very bad
condition,

A bomb dropped during the day on a platoon of 2nd Plomneers causing 20 deaths,

C.R.E. made reconnaissance in forward asrea. Work proceeding satisfactorily on duckhboard traciks,
Duckboards being transported by G.S. wagons during the night up to as far as SANS SOUCL,
Aeroplane bomb, during last night, caused 9 casualties among Piloneers in thelr camp and 5 in

5th Field Company, also among horses and mules,

‘_ﬂ

e L. BT

Lt. Colonel,
C.R.E. Second Australian Division,

1875 Wt W503/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C.2118.

o

@

Remarks and
references to
~ Appendices

RCDIG1006308






|
|
.;

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

IRFORMATION 1,

Lo the Forth

TROOPSe Se (a) On the front of the Piret ANZAC Corps
- Seoond Australian Division on the

(n)onmmmmmmmnm :
The front line hﬁld approxizate
noe ™mna as
shown on the attached map, ~

{b) On a day to be cormumiocated later the Second
is t¢c continus its advaroe, The Tifth Ay

cO=0Oporate
mmw’mwmmmm
the Lxcluasion of the front of
Corpas This wis taken over Socond
Corps on 28th instant, Ul’

wil

the First
mmmm1umxmmmmmam

laft.
mmmmm&mnuﬂm )
will be on tho left of the Seeond Australisn D4

mmmm-aﬁmmuummu

oL
{d) on mmmmmummm
atmunmmummmmm. Inf,
wmmmmmm
battalléne of each bricade
to a“tack the BLUY lire,

The Second Mst. Inf,
nrm-smm.m.

mnm&:.u- Ml-ﬂ-
5th A.l.Mrigads
CelleBy

lﬂl ﬂﬂlﬂ oﬂ?ﬂ 5&-4

5mmtmkmlhbh for light wheel transport

as hew on attachad map,
Track for fron oaln VESTHID K- Z0IAEBIXE Road

aumna
Fron Tear JeDeCeZebe 1O Delfebeiele (Instructions recelved
from c-'i} .
sain mmmm Road fron about

as2a8 Heuso &

as Tar foreerd as
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| SORKS " mmm.; —— : |
(Continued) - | 93ssntial Releitoras to about Je2esl7ets

Tield Company, Ha mmim ' :
e gecl s Hajor _ Mﬂ&

mmmmm

partica,
DoeCe
o ot 4 Companies will detall runnera,

t.ugb; with ::.hr REID.

oe Gnd onge:r Pattalia will édatell
; the location of the battalion,
el C.Ce 5t ™iold '
G advanced Div, H.3., and rear ripade H.%., and various

i voapany Tede to beal .

Cele ind Ploneors will detall runnors,.C.n « disposal
tummmm.n.n.m'&o;ﬁhm.
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SENDING 10, Liaison Officers will arrange with respective Brigade -

uP OF Commanders when to0 send back for Engineer parties ® go forward
PARTIES and will send out the necessary orders to parties. |

FOR Oaison Officer with 6th A.I.Brigade will send back to Major
WORK% REID when Ploneers can be moved forward to commence work,

dajor REID will give the necessary instructions to the Pioneers
to move up and report to Liaison Officer 6th Brigade Advanced
H.Qe. for final instructions,

REPORTS.11, Reports of progress should be sent back to C.R.E. for
information of G.0.C. as frequently as possible.

MAINTEN-12, Field Companies will arrange to maintain duckbosrd trascks
ANCE OF serving thelir own brigade sector,
ROADS & 2nd Ploneer Battalion will be responsible for keseping open
- TRACKS, the dry weather® track back to WESTHOEK and that part of the
| WESTHOEK=-ZONNEBEKE Road within the divisional area,
C.ReEe 4th Aust, Div, has been detailed by C.E. to maintain -
the dry weather track from the rear up to WESTHOEK Ridge.

RECONN- 13, 08,0, Field Companies will have reconnaissances made for
AISSANCES, wells in the vicinity of ZONNEBEKE and arrange to make any
suitable ones made available when possible,

ACKNOWLEDGE,

:. H\ fl‘\.—w (? _,r(:‘. L%{—:;

. ¥

Lt. Colonel,
C.R.E. Second Australian Division,

DISTRIBUTION,

/ Ohief Engineer 1lst ANZAC,

Z .G" end -ﬂ-'uﬂtr- ﬁi‘r-

J 5th A,I.Brigade,

lf” é6th A_nI -Brigﬂ.dan

J 7th A.l.Brigade,

¢ Cu.R.E,18t Aust. Div,
* 2 0,C.5th Field Coy.

£ 0.,0.,6th Field Coy,

? 0-Gl?th Field Uﬂ?.

/0 Ce0e2nd Pionser Bn.

7/ Flle,

/2 War Diary.w”
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= SR e LR BB B R
e %
" _h Field Company (Left Brigade Sector) N g Liﬁ
-l =Day g8 St L Disian. o #

- (1) Responsible for maintenance of duckbosrd track from
BELLEWAARIECIRCUIT ROAD to WESTHOEK RIDGE.

= (2) Repeiring SMITH Rbad, from WESTHOEK towards ANZAC, This

< will be & very important road, work by night only as it is
under -ebsgervation. Require at least 200 men nightly. Reported
passable to Artillery on mecrning of 22nd as far as HANEBEEK,
lMiore work being done night 22nd/23rd. Will require & lot of

work to make gocod for wet weather,
| ;

(=) Pugshing forward R.E. Stores required by Brigeades.

(4) Reconnaissance Concrete dugoutis.

(5) Recornaissance old Germen tramways to ascertain condition
and materfal available for salvage.

kﬁﬁ (82 Communicsastion trench from WESTHOEK forwerd, Not much done
owing to lack of labour.

7th Field Compeny (Right Brigade Sector).

L) Communication Trench WESTHOEK forward - nearing completion =
duckwalks laid across worst sections of ground.,

(2) Vaintenance duckwslk track from near HOOGE towards WeESTHOEK. |

(3) Commenced formations for light tramway on morning of 23rd.,
from behind WESTHOEK forward. |

(4) Dry weather track.

(6) Recornnaissances of concrete dugouts and old tremways.
5 _ Miscellansous works for Brigades.

6th Fied Company (In reserve).
(1) Widening RIFLE FARM Track gufficient for horse transport.

3 (2) Work at KRUISSTRAAT Dump - making latrines, notice boards,
box culverts &tc.

(z) Miscellanesous jobs.

2nd Piloneer Battalion,

(2) Constructing road from BELLEWAARDE Bend to WESTHOER. Very

important to get this advenced as rapidly as poseible, At
present it is pogsible to get wheeled transport through while

westher is fine., Only earth formation at present. FPropose
to vrepare for planking snd light tramway. Tramway material
being pushed forward to near BELLEWAARDE Bend.,

\
i
t f.a_,fé_,o-:‘;““ fj’%?. f'."b-..‘;l ‘

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006308



> | Appendix

DUUPS.

i i |

N I ' ERUISSTRAAT DULP H.18,d.2.2, is =mew most forward organised dump.
i i Controfled by Lieut BURNELL, 2nd Div. Engineers., He arranges

' for rorwarding R.EZ.Stores by lorry and G.S. wagon, He will
remain unless otherwise desired by incoming divisions.
A quantity of R.H, Stores have been dumped along the MENIN Rosd
between HELLFIRE CORNER and HOOGE. There is a considerable
amount of 9 1b tramway track stacked between HOOGE and BIRR GROSﬁ
Roads., There is also a fair amount of beech planking and fasci
along the road.

. ACTON DULP. H.22.8,2.6. Only used for local requirements. !

TRANSPORT ..

Lisut BURNELL arranges with C.E., for ¥.T. and G.S. wagons as
required. Guides should always be providedi to pick up
transport at KRUISSTRAAT Dump.
M.Te can get up to HOOGE.
G.5. wagons to EELLEWAARDE bend, and with light loads along
_ earth road now being Tormed to WESTHOLK and thence to HANEBHEK
- at night. |

GoNZRAL

¥

Field Coys should if possible be located forward of YPRES FOR
forward work. Will have to arrange for improvised accommodation
mostly. .
Great deal of work reguired improving communications and pushing
forward supply of R.Z., SPores and tools as near front line as
possiblse. |

Sald to be a good deal of sniping forward of WESTHOEK in
daylight, -

Shelling frequent between WESTHOEK and BELLEWAARDE, also

CHATEAU WOOD and back of BELLEWAARDE Ridge.,

MENIN ROAD also shelled a good deal from HELLFIRE CORNERE? ,.Jf‘fmc;{;i

tl TP liHﬁTffi
i
Lt=Colonel,
22/9/1?. C.RiVE.Second Austrslian Division,
L
e L e e —————— eccndtet i i il
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