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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

01
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part 11. %%WE@{@E“GB*SEMM&R'&&** SIVISIONAL ENGINEERS

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages ; ' ‘ _
will be prepared in manulsr:ript } N (Evase heading not veguived.) 2nd Australlan Divisien

Remarks and

| : . : references to
:. Place Date | Hour ‘ Summary of Events and Information Astendions

T -

\ . . |

" | Nothing to record.
| G.R.E.graturned from leave, 7 cyclists 6th Field Co, commenced erectimn of 4 N.B. hutes for
. Div. Artillery at LE PETIT MORTIER. Lieut. PCLSON 7th Field Co. detached to Corps to control .
|
' Light Railway traffic in Corps Arsa. _
GENERAL. | thaf employment for Companies and Pioneers at present 1is thalburylng of water mains to a depth

3 : Also miscellaneous
during (month. of 2'6" to protect from risk of freezing. (See map, appendix 2 attached)
. | jobs such ag constructing incinerators, establishing baths, etc. Parties of infantry are also,

| T RAVELSBERG 1let]
| 2nd

whenever available, used for pips burying,
8th C.R.E. went to aae’c.R.E. Zrd Aust. Div. to ascertain any availlable information regarding the

res which wevhave to take over from the 3rd Division, probably about 1l4th or 15th December.,
10th %1th Chief Engineer Aust. Corps visited PALMER baths, where some work is required to improve
d n and drying rooms,
11lth Egzimgﬂta:igh.U.R.E.'Srg Aust. Div. (Lt.Col. CLOGSTOUNX and visited the northern portion of
' Divisional arsa, motored down to MOTOR CAR CORNER En§4:;1kﬂd over the southern portion of the |
n. Engineers take over on 16th, Pioneers on . g
12th ;:g:ignapactign of Pipe line burying work with Captain NOEDL who 1is generally supervising the wqu. | \J
| A squadron of enemy aseroplanes came over, dropped several bombs causing many casualtles amon% trnnpaw J
13th Went out with party to reconnoitrs ground for Corps Dsfence line. Present were:- Brig. ngh.
C.B.B.WHITE, B.G.G.S. Corps; Chief Engineer, Brig. Genl. Lotbiniere; Brig. Genl, Gﬁnnun! 1 tII- /,J
Bde.; Brig. Genl. Paton, 6th Bde.; Lt.Col. Miles, G.5.0. 1 this Divn.;.mﬁjar1muﬂdl_, G.b.D.i 1{ 4 f!h&ﬁx
Lt. Col, Clogstoun, C.R.k. 3rd Aust. Div. South of and in front of PLOEGSTEERT WOOD w?a vis # . t“u
Arrangements proposed regarding the carrying out of this work are that C.R.E. 3rd Divi? ﬁ? |
(Col. Clogstoun) will be placed at the disposal of 2nd Division for organising and daa)gni?% |
defences and arranging for carrying out the work. The support Brigade (6th A.I.Bde.) W - \
do the work and the brigadier will be responsible that the work fen—thab—br-tgade 1s done. g o) d
definite instructicns were given rEgargéH% angina;r p:;innnal to be used for supervislion of wori.
- ; arrange to lend portion of 6th Fie ompany for 8 purpose. :
; 14th | ﬁifal pipg burying cgmpleted to last night was about 25,000 yards; stilll about 13,000 yards to
complete., This work was handed over to 3rd Division yesterday. y
15th . Visited C.R.E. 3rd Division with a view to getting definite and concise information as to wor |
in hand in the area we are to take over, but did not get anything very gsatisfac tory.- |
16th . Divl. H.Q. moved to STELNWERCK, took over from 3rd Division, C.R.E. office and billets in the iJ/

hich Pioneers are
' Rus de 1'Hospilce, ¢.0. 2nd Pioneer Battalion came here, and the work on w
to be ampluygd was discussed. Two companies will be allotted, one to each forward brigade area

for maintenance and improvement to C.T's., in direct touch with Brigade staff.,

| 1875 Wt Ws593/826 1,000,000 4/15 T.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S [Forms/C. 2118 o
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or _
Surmmaries arve contained in F, S. Regs., Part IL 3 3% 3% ' | ENGINCERS
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Place ‘ Date |

RAVELSBERG 16th
% |

STEENWERCK

STEENWERCK |17th

STEENWERCK 18th

&
RAVELSBERG | 19th

—c—

Hour

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Summary of Events and Information

GontdL One company will be employed on me.intenance, improvement and extenslion of Div, tramwaya,_ﬁnd
Area very large and very much work required to lmprove

remaining company on roads and drainage.
trenches by revetting, duckboarding and draining, and also in some cases 1O extend and open up

' further trenches,

Brigade area, on right, in co=operation with 5th A.I.Bde. 7th Field Co, similarly employed on
the left. 8th Field Co. in reserve, also doing some drainage, salvage work and work on Field
Artillery gun-pits, besides a certain proportion started work on Corps Defence line.

The improvement of front line and forward ares defences, erection of wiring and establishment of
definite system of firing line, support an qggerv&.ia to be energetically pushed on. Also the
construction of Corps Defence Zone firing, and reserve line is being pressed as urgent.
Front is about 7,000 yards in length. Portion of it is protected by the River LXS. We do not
however hold the actual bank of the stream, but patrolling is done between our front line and
the near bank of the river. Front area very expcsed to view by the enemy, 8O that work 1in
exposed positicns is nob possible except at night or in misty weather.

With Lt. Col. Clogstoun, visited varlous field company camps, and called at 6th Bde. Hdqrs. and

discussed arrangements for work on Corps Defence Zone,
The general principle adopted is that 6th Field Coy. will be made available as far as possible

to assist 6th A.I.Bde. in construction of work. MO
On return to Hdgrs. in afternocn found that orders were out that D.H.Q. would, back to RAVELSBERG
the following day; 3rd Australiap Dividgl s moving back to STELENWERCK, This sudden and unexpect
move was due to the fact that the 3rd Aust. Div. have to take over a porticn of front immediatel
south of us, around ARMENTIERLS. Believe this is due to withdrawal of Portugese troops further
Weather turned cold last night, freezing hard, with biting wind. Divisional Headquarters moved
to RAVELSBERG 10 a.m. this morning.

Visited 6th Bde. H.Q., met Major Harris and Col. Clogstoun, and discussed policy for work on
Corps lins. Conference at D.H.Q in afternoon, presided over by Genersal BIRDWOOD, attended by
G.0aC. Diw, Cs.,R.E., Cs.R.A., G.B8802. 1, Corps Commander indicated that defence works which
had tc be carried out must be pushed on energetically in view of the possibility of the enemy
taking the offensive mew, with the help of reinforcements available from the Russian front.

Weather  still freezing.

some of the C.T.s. Foggy day and quiet. Captain COGHLAN, 6th Field Coy., detailed to proce
to Field Company Commanders' and Second's in Command, school at BLENRECQUES for three weeks,
commencing 29th. Great deal of wiring being done both in forward area end Corps Line.

1875 Wt W593/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A.- A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.

5th Field Company engaged in front line trench improvement and minor drainage channels in their ﬂ\\

Made & tour of left brigade trenches with lMa jor WEBE. Visited front line posts, support line anjd ;f

Remarks and
references to
Appendices
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Confidential gsheet 3.
WAR DIARY December 1917, Army Form
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence |
| Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs,, Part IT. ***#}%Lﬁf%ﬁ*%ﬁﬂ?** . DIVIS.OnsL El

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages | '
will be prepared in manuscript, (Evase heading not requived.)
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Place | Date | Hour

—REVELSBERG 22nd
|

- 24th

| 25th
| 27th

29th

30th
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 built near there. |

2nd Australlan Divisi@n

¥
. o11g &

"AS

Summary of Events and Information

. Weekly conference of Field Company Commanders and C.0, Pioneer Battalion, held at C.R.E. office |

' to discuss work in progress and proposed, Works in progress generally discussed,
- Visited STEENWERCK Divisional laundry withPC 'Rt.ain WADDELL to inspect drying room,which is

' unsatisfactory, and water-heating plant at, baths,

Remarks and
references to
.*’-"LPp_cndicﬁ

\

A

Went again to STEENWERCK laundry with Lt. Col. ANNAND, 2nd Pioneers, to arrange for alterations ko7

be made tcd rying room. Propcse to alter drylng room so as to provide for definite system of
supply of fresh air and exhausting saturated air, by bullding in air pipes in brick stove which
supplies heat, and by fixing an outer flue around the flue of the stove, in order to indwce an
out~-draught. Smell drying rooms will have stoves,which are at present exterior, built inside
end fired from outside. The old flues which passed through the floor will be abandoned and
fresh flues above the floor will be installed. (Plan appendix in coriginal only)

XMAS day. Raining, snowing, slgeting and blowing. Country covered with several inches of snowg

Went out to right Bde. front line with Major REID, 5th Field Co. and Capt. BURNELL, Went up
Station Avenue,Lbng Avenue tc Una Awemuwe Alley, along this to Una Avenue and Una Lane, along
new support trench (under construction) in extensicn of Umpire Support, along Umpire Support,
suffolk and Nicholson Avenues, back to starting point at Motor Car Corner, Trenches genersally
in need of revetting and draining. Some of them have been dug for a considerable period and are
not at all irn a good state; require much work to be made good. Have not besn much knocked abou

by shell fire as a rule, Drainage, in this flat country, one of the chief difficulties. Trencheg

all appear to be very lightly held,. Weather still freezing.
6th Eleld Co. now almost entirely employed on Corps Defence line, working with 6th Brigade. A
great deal of wiring is being done in this 2zone, and accommodation cleared. Corps Zone belng

organised in three lines, firing line, suppert and reserve. Work concentrated chiefly on wiring

at present. Considerable shortage 1in supply of screw pickets. Have arranged for artillery work
to be done by allotting about & dozen sappers with a couple of N.,C.,0s. to Captain WAGSTAFF who
is working with Divl. Artillery. They will supervise and lay out work and generally assist
gunners in construction of most of the works required by them.

Vieited STEENWERCK laundry to see progress.®$# Work hampered by lack of material,

“6th Field Company have erected and repaired 13,500 yards of wimdng wire entanglement in Corps
line during last week.

Captain J.G.BURNELL, 5th Field Co. has been selected as field company officer from this Corps for

10 days tour with French Engineer units, and he will submit a report on his return,
Went to HYDE PARK CORNER with Captain Waddell with view to declde on silte for new baths to bse

1875 Wt. Ws503/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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rmy Form (. 211
WAR EIARY December 1917,
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence

Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part II. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 1/ 1) otyISIONAL ENGINEERS

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages ' . v . s

will be prepared in manuscript, (Erase heading not vequired.) ond Australlan Divisiol

£ iy - Remaris and
Place | Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information refer&m:tfs to
i | § l ~ Appendices
RAVELSBERG 31st | Made tour of the southern half of the Corps Defence Zone, with Major Harris, from anutharn_ t}JP_ﬁﬁ:

| . boundary, near River LYS to PLOEGSTEERT WOOD and ULTIMO Avenus. Weather still very cold and

! {grnund still freezing.
e Con e Bl

P 1'. F
tl f !.l L
I': # -

Lt. Colonel,
C.R.ll. Second Australian Division.

1875 Wi Ws503/826 1,000,000 4/t5 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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APPENDIX. & g
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HANDING OVER REPORT,

¢ VO RK.
| 1-- Hmmam%mm yards remains to be conpleted, Naps and

material and partisulars of work have been handed over to Lisut.,
WOORE, Srd, Divisional Engineers,

IF
i

= T

ALMER BATHS,
e = Work consists of remodelling dry room and minor repairs,

8 particulars of which have been handed over to relisving Field
r Company,

Se Asetylene Gas Plant for D.R.S. JBAILLEUL, ©Notbhing has been
done in this mattor,

L Copy of Defencs scheme and 1m&pe

e Ironing rooms for Field ambulances. Nothing hae been dohe
in this matter,

:'. Y Erecting .upli.nt-ur proof wall round huts at Deflelie

|2 ‘ A - Lt. & thll‘
| for C.R.L.,8=cond Australiesn bivision.

y
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X "g* ond Australisn bivision,
—— IQI " L L
Sth 6th 7th A.l.Brigades
g Sth 8th 7th Field Coy. bkngra,
2nd Ploneer Battallon,

T T T T ¥

Tranways Haintenance Offlcery
e will be resronsible for maintenance ond improvement of

. all main line tramways, and for such extensions as may be ordered,
b Captain LIVIEN, Bnd Plonser Buattalion, 1s in charge _
maintaining end improving roasds, which are a divisiogal responsibility.
= Both of these officers cen if neceseary be communicated with
by telephone to £nd Ploneer Battallon H..,
lormally one company of Pioneers is allotted for tramway
work., C.0. 2nd Pilonsers makes provision for the labour for roads

according to rectirements,

(2L o Die,
25/12 /17. OeR, il 8000nd Australian bivision,
3
i
|
Y,
f , -5
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SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIOK.

”~ ,.
--“--ﬂ-q“--- LK B 3 _ L% L L _

January 10th 1913.'

Some notes on DRYING ROOMS for LAUNDRILS.

Prime essentials for securing good drying eoffect in drying
rooms are -

L
1, Heating of air in the room so that its evaporative capacity 1s
increased and the moisture in clothes is converted into vapowr in -
suspenaion in alr, Vhen saturated the alr ceases to take up 3
further meoisture and must be removed and replaced by dry air, FE

2. Provision for removal of saturated air and replacement by
comparatively dry alr,

%, To secure (1) it is necessary to prevent as far as possible loss
of heat from the drying chember by radiation or alr leakagej t0O
secure (2) leaka-e of air both inwards and outwards through walls,
doors e¢te,, must be prevented and in draught of fresh alr and
exhaust of saturated air must be provided for on a definite system,

NOTES ON EXISTING TYPLS,

.Ptrl (1). All dr:ing chambers provide for the heating effect noted in
para, (1), the source of "eat and method of applying it varying,

Para (2)., The requirements of para 2 are those which are most generally

overlioked, or not provided for on a definite and rational system,
| Freguently rooms are provided with heating arrangements and

efforts are made to se 211 outlet so that stagnation results
when séturation point is reached except insofar as lecakage of
air in and out takes place through orevices., In others "ventilators"
are provided in the roof with the intention that heated molst air may
escape thereby, but no provision is made for fresh air to be brought .
in, There is no guarantee that the mokst air does go out and no
proper circulation results, In some cases power driven fans have
been installed to exhaust the air and no provision made for a definite
air supply. The result in this ease is that air to replace that
exhausted by the fan is drawn in through the crevices nearest to the
fan, in fact round the periphery of the fan itself so that no general
flow through the drying rcom is obtained, |

Para (3) Frequently drying rooms are constructed of corrugated iron
without lining or ceiling, A great loss of heat by @aradiation
results, Others made of rough boarding permit leakage of alr both in
and out so that heat 1s lost by hot air leaking out before it has
performed its function of evaporating moisture and the general
leakagze makes the establishment and control of a general draught
through the room impossible, The lack of a ceiling apart from
anything olse results in the necessity for heating a larger volume
of air than is ndcessary and so it 1is wasteful of heat,

The principal peoint in the attached design is that an i
effort is made to comply with the principle enumerated in para (2) |
above, 1.8, provision for withdrawal of saturated alr and supply of |
fresh air on a definite and rational syatem, |

The method of air supply is simply as follows i=-

Pipes are carried through the firebox of the briock heating
stove with one end outside the drying room and the other end
inside =2nd continued te a vertical height of about 2 feet about
the Revel of the outer ends, The alr in bhese pipes 1s hea

by the fire and rises through the elevated end causing a fluthatr

.
S e o

="
P e i
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«. into the drying room, Incidentally too this air is more
warmed during passare throuzh the pipes, <he hcod fitted
the inlet end of pipes ensures that air is drawn from 1in
of fire door-snd so proteb ly slightly warm and dry, A rogul®
for checking the flow of air may be fitted either internally ors
externally, Basis -

]
o,
i T

The method of inducing an exhaust draught from dr # S
ro@: consists in placing an outer sleeve round xX the vert ;@;_‘gf
furnace flue at the end remote from the stove, This is carri

up from ceiling to and through the roof, The warmth of the i

tends to induce an upward current and so to draw alr from a&.;

drying room from the end of the room furthest ‘rom the fres i-,,\_'
alr supply, A regulator may also be applied to exhaust, B

e T e, -
- L= w ML : '
oF =i £

- T —

It will be noted that the method of securing in draught.
out draught sre mutuslly independent, e.g., the supply of fre

il = miEE L
YR

air would continue even if the exhaust were not opsrating, =
provided that there were scme other opening through
could escape from the room, and vice veorsa. e

A mo@iification of the in draught contrivance consists O
fitting a sheet iron rectangular flue on top of the brickwork OF
the stove with inlet end outside over fire dgar and an outlet-
elevated about inlst as before, Air i flus.lin thlis case he&te

by radiation through the brickwork. &F-u,,

N =5
't'--;-'f.'."' o

-
‘-J

This system of air circulation has bsen appllied to eEisSt
drying rooms at LA CRECHE, STLENWERCK and has affected a ;s-.""*-i
considerable improvement orn previously exisging conditions, Bot
modifications of the system of inductng in draucght mentioned
ahove have been tried with good results, 208

-"
iy
Y
.

-
- =
o
L ¥
e

GENLRAL, =
:-.«.'. d g

Much loss of efficiency is caused by freguent operning off doors
leading into drying rooms, This should be avclded as far as posSsSib@@e
The provision of a porch and double doors=mikkx would reducc effect, Fore
and outsr door need only be of light construction, such as timber = &

== 1

covered by tarred felt. | _
| - iy

As far as possible osndeavours shoul@ be made to work drying in
batchess the room filled up and then kept closed mt.il_ the mm:-,,
is dry. e

Windows should be of glass, as oiled linen becomes opague C .‘.;_':;__.__r__._l‘:_:_.--:-.
drying out of &bl and quickly rots. A system of drying racks should i
arranged to suit particular circumstances. R

n
' |
b2
"y -
Ay

4 | — -
: #
d

e

' g R T
- i
-
r

hos N -
B

Ploor is bes:t of coner=te but could be of cinders or wood provassa._
that there is no leakage under walls, Wz2lls should alwaps be careiully
lined with close jointed wood and insulation such as sawdust is desirabl
as tending both to prevent heat radiation and alr loakage. If sawdust
insulation is used thin sheet @& corrugated iron could be used for . =
lining, T.and G, ceiling if covered with tarred felt should prove
pretty tight as the warmth will cause the felt to soften and lle m 5o

BY building a brick stove inside the room and fired from oumv
full advantace is taken of the heat radiated firom the brickwork. -
Flues and heated brickwork should always be protected so m_, '
clothing can not come in contact and so beoome isnited,

S,

.
% 7_;-*51_ :

Laundry staff should understand principles on which drying il}
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q%m &

Lte ﬂolml,
C.R.E, Secord Australian Division,

Attached one plan,
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