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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Nothing special to record.
Commencment of relief of Engineers and Pioneers of 3rd Aust. Div. DY Engineers and Pionesers of

2nd Aust., Div, 5th Field Company relisved 11th Field Company today.

6th and 7th Field Companies relieved 10th and 9th Field Coys. rogpectively today. 2nd Pioneers

also relieved 3rd Ploneers. :

H.Q.D.E, moved from Colembert to Ravelsberg (nsar Bailleul) to take over from H.Q.D.G. 3rd Aust.

Div, The disposition of Companies in the lire at present is:- 6th Fisld Coy. in left sector

with 6th A.I.Rde.; 5th Field Coy. in right sector with 5th A.I.Bde.; 7th Field Coy. 1in reserve,

employed on Corps Defences, still under Lt. Col. Clogstoun, Pioneers are disposed similarly

to when previcusly in this sector.

Ma jor Reid,who has besn acting for C.R.H. during his absence on leave, re joined 5th Coy.

Or 10th and 1lth March NIEPPL was shelled = Pioneers had a number of casualties, and are, 1in

consequence, moving irt o bivouacs on the outskirts of NIEPPE. From information received
German offensivaff%xpected on the 10th2did not sventuate. A heavy bombardment on morning

of 11th to the South when s=rumbes—of the 38th British Division, who are on our rightrmﬁhidad.

O e e e e eme e we previously held, except that the Southern Divisional boundary has

been slightly altered to follow the course of the River LIS.

The %rd Aust. Division, which this Division has just relieved, carried out several successful

raids, and this perhaps accounts for the Artillery activity %" greater than 1t was when we were

previously holding this front in both front and back areas. BAILLEUL was shelled yesterday

and STELNWERCK was shelled on 1lth. On 11lth liajor GWYTHER, 0.C., 184 Tunnelling Company called

and discussed work in progress, especially in CATACOMBS dugouts where alterations are proposed

in the ventilatiocn system. The dugouts are to be divided into blocks which are to hold between

200 & 300 men, and.ventilation to be provided by fans drawing through filters to purify the ailr,

in case of exterior air being comtaminated with gas. There is a proposal also for comstruction

of a Brigade Headgquarters at GASOMETLR Corner, &and 0.C. Tunnelling Coy.:ito test ground by bores.

| Ma jor SANBROOK, R.#.C., went on leave to England today, belng reliavad.%y Capt. WHISH, 5th

' Fleld Ambulance.

chief work is still concentrated on defensive preparations in anticipation of German offensive.

iTh.a question of the moment is when and where will this offensive take place. It is also

 suggested that possibly or probably no such offensive will take place at all.

'C.R.BE. visited C.E's. office yesterday to discuss proposed jimprovements regarding ventilation

of CATACOuUBS dugouts and minor matters.

Today, with Major BORWICK, G.3.0. 2, visited la jors WiEBB end HARRIS and discussed work 1in hand .

Tonight, received instructions from G.0.C. to employ Pioneers to open up front line trench

1875 Wit. W503/826 1,000,000 4/r5 T.B.C. & A. A.D.8.S.[Forms/C. 2118
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connecting 5th and 6th Brigades, work to be dons in one night. Instructed C.C., Picneers to
have reconnaissance masde tonight sc as to have work Juone tomorrow night. The condition of
the ground is better than during last period in the line owing to it having dried up tc a
certain extent. - 3 N :

Raining in the morning, cleared in afternoon. With A.D.M.S. went to RED LODGE to dacidﬁ on
s site for proposed tunnelled dugout for Advanced Dressing Station close to present A.D.S. at
UNDERHILL FARM which im in the Farm building; latter is not secure against a direct hit.
Decided on a suitable place but 184 Tunnelling Coy. have at present no men tc spare soO cannot
start immediately. Pioneers ars to open up front line trench cormecting 5th and 6th Brigades
tonight. 1st Australian Division were raided unsuccessfully last night by the snemy. 5th
Austrsalian Division made two small successful raids.

With Ma jor WiuBB, went over portion of Corps Zone Defences. Lt. Col. Clogstoun, who im_in
technical charge of the work in this zone, is at present on leave and noens HEREEEE

appoars to have any clear idea as to what the complete scheme is, and the latest plans have
not been found. Started from Southern end of River LYS and worked up towards PLOEGSTuoRT
Wood, several (about 6) concrete blockhcuses have been completed and 2 or 3 are undser con-
struction. The design is one prepared by Major Harris, 6th Fisld Coy.; it provides sheltsr
only as there are no lcopholes or means of observation without going outside. The object was
to provide shelter for Comnany Headquarters and Machine Gun crews. The switch line from
3.E. of PLOLGSTLuRT Wood to old subsidiary line has been developed into a very conspicuous
breast=work by Z%rd Aust. Div,,as under Lt. Col, Clogstoun's instruction, and now forms part
of the front line of ths aeugnd zonse system, Posts are being developed at points along its
langth by revetting its face making shallow trench. NIEPPn shelled again this morning.
7th Field Company moved to new camp near CANTELN Corner yesterday. _

Weekly conference of Field Coupany commanders and C.0., Pioneecr Bn.- discussed work in progress
generally. Arranged for 7th Field Company to carry out construction of ammunitlen shelters
required by C.R.A. 0.C. 184 Tunnelling Coy. also called in. He is to go on with dugouts for
Advanced dressing station near UNDERHILL Farm, and will commence shafts for Advanced Brilgads
H.@. at GASOMETER Corner; this latter work to be completed by 5th Field Coy. if ths ground is
found to be aaay?ﬁu Work.

Called at 5th & 6th Bde, H.Qrs. also 5th Field Coy. H.Q.

Went forward with Major REID into part of his sector, chiefly through support line; latter is

in good condition, revetted and duckboarded. Ma jor Harris called in in afternoon and dis-
cussed the subject of wells in the forward area and progress of LA BASSE VILLi Defernces.

1875 Wi, Ws93/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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OCongiderable importance is attached to LA BASSE VILLu and work 1s belng concentrated on
improvement of defences there, chiefly in improvement of cellar accommodation, linking up
posts and revetting trenches. A considerabk amount of Trench Mortar shelling in the whole
of LA BASSE VILLE and vicinity. G.0.0. wishes to have a trench dug between UMPIRLE Support
and Fronfk line to serve as an emergency Communication trench through which troops can get into

LA BASSE VILLE. Ground is bad and water level about 2 feet 6 ins. and it will be very difficult

to get at all & good trench, It has been raining heavily all day and will be impossible at
present, but I am directing Pioneers to hayve reconnaissance made to select best glite.

5th Brigade to be relieved by 7th Bde. on 21st but X¥M Field Coys. will not change. From a
continuity of works point of view this is desirable though it upsets the regularity of working
Coys. with usual brigades, and gives 5th Field Company a long spedl in thse front line., However
with the present conditions in this sector it does not throw a very severse strain upon them.

A high velocity gun has been shelling the railway and valley North of our H.Q. during the

last two days. Bailleul is-also shelled at intervals. The German offensive is still
awaited though hers we have no information as to when or where likely to occur, It is not
enticipated that their main attack, however, will take place on this front.

Raining early in the morning, dull all day, fine and clear at night with half-moon. Went up
with Major Harris and Lt. Carlston to do 6th Brigade sector. Walked out along VANCOUVER
Tramway track to UMPIRE Support thence to TROIS TILLEULS blockhouse at which two men were at
work cutting a hole in rear; thence to ULTINMO AVENUE and along this to LA BASSz VILLE, The
Pioneers were at work on maintenance of this trench in LA BASSE VILLE, Trenches have besen
cleared out a considerable amourt in LA BASSE VILLE and accommodation improved. X Trench off
ULTINO AVENUL,cut by 3rd Div. and camouflaged by covering with timber and debris, is not very
satisfactory as it is likely to be seriously blocked if hit by a shell through the timber on
top falling into the trench, Proposed to remove timber and camouflage with ordinary camouflage
nettingonly. Walked back along ULTIMO AVENUE, which is in fairly good condition, alon
UNLVEN Support which has been largely revetted and duckboarded and fire~stepped, and will
shortly be complete right through; also inspected UNTIDY Strong Point and 0.P. for Field
Artillery which was commenced by Major Webb near ST YVES, From ST YViES went back along tram-
way to RACINE dump, found Pioneers had no party at work on repairing of trucks and have done
nothing to regair duckwalk track from HYDE PARK CORN:R towards ST YVuS, which they had been
instructed tniﬁ couple of dmys previously; picked up car at HYDE PARK CORNER.

Lieut. Davies '6th Field Company, slightly wounded by shell-fire yesterday while working in
EGMONT AVENU: - shell=splinter head, evacuated C.C.S. but rejoined four days later.

Brig. Genl, FOOTE, new C.E., with Capt. SHELDON, Staff Offlicer; called in afternoon, asked

that this Div. ‘should undertake the job of alteration to ventilation of CATACOMBS,
1875 Wt W503/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./[Forms/C. 2118,
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Ravelsberg |20th 5th Brigade to make a small raid early tomorrow merning at PONT ROUGE to endsavour 1o capture ()
suspected enemy post. _ g
21lst 5th Bde. raid this morning did not result in the capture of any prisoners. Lt. Col. Clogstoun

returned from lsave yeaterday and continued in charge of 2nd. Zone Defences in this Divl. ssctor{
News today that an intense hombardment on the whole of the 3rd and 5th Army fronts exclusive
of Rhiems sector. Later news shews that an infantrv attack has developed and the enemy is 1in
Lagnicourt and Louveral but the pesition is satisfactory. The eneﬁy‘ilﬂ@&gouruusly shelling |, - ~
the railway and valley North of here, day and night for several days, also back areas; Balllsul \
and other towns hsve been shglled. Later news at night stated enemy ir maskklel possession of
Bullecourt, Lagnicourt and Eﬁiﬁi&ﬁﬂuﬁﬁ. Bullecourt and Lagnicourt on one side and Hargicourt
onn the other side of ths base of the Cambrai salient, which must bs threatened by any further
advarce at these points; expected that attack will be resumed the Tollowing day. No news yat 1

whether this is the real main German effort or only a feint,

22nd Barly this morning the enemy heavily bombardsed and raided owr posts in La Basse Ville, FPosts
practically wiped out by Artillery and Trench iortar fire and about 12 men are missing.
Considerable loass was inflicted on the ememy and a counter attack cleared the posts. BT S |
Went out with C.0. Pioneer Battalion to inspect shelters being constructed by Plonesrs along . ﬂ
trench near Prowse Point- the usual type of shelter made with curved corrugated iron shests

get over cuts in side of trench and covered with earth. Accommodation at present for 500 men. ‘
A congidarable amount of gas shelling in the vicinity of these shelters last night and a good
many casualties were caused by effects of so called "mustard gas". Visited 6th EBde, H.Q. !
also Red Lodge dugouts and Advanced Dressing Station at Underhill Farm, 5th Bde. relieved
by 7th Bde, in right sector yesterday. Am considering early relisf of 5th Coy. by 7th Coy.

so that Bth Coy. may relieve 6th Coy. when 5th Bde. go into left sector, which 1is expected

in about 14 days time unless circumstances changé.. Not much news received from battle front

in South,

23rd News circulated today of further development of German attack which is bad. ©5th Army ## has, { | 1t*

| in two and a half days,been driven back 12 miles, and the 3rd Army have been forced to fall |
back correspondingly. All leave cancelled today. Weather fine and dry which 1is favourable
to the enemy's operations as it facilitates his communications.

| 24th News from South that 5th Army have fallen back to ths line Somme~Iortille; ®rd Army appear toO 1

| be holding some of the 2nd line positions. Enemy reported to havs gained a footing on the [ef” [{n-en

bank -of the Somme at Ham, This Division yesterday received orders to take over half the 3 :

front of the 5th Aust. Div., which is being withdrawn from the line. 7th Co. takes over from

8th and 15th Coys. tomorrow between the River Douve and Wambeek, and Pioneers are taking over

1

| {!

1. D. & L., Lendon, E C. |
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| over
Ravelsberg | 24th work in ths area from 5th Picneers. 5th Bde. are occupying this new portion of front which

makes our frontage about 9,000 yards, so that all three brigades will be in line. The Pioneers|
will form & Divisional Reserve and will move to the neighbourhocd of Wulverghem and will be § i
withdrawn from works so as to be in hand, with the sxception of details maintaining tramways anfi '
roads, A slight pause in the battle in South; Frersch troops reported to be moving up and

to be already engaged South of Ham.

25th Enemy reportedto have captured Perornnse and crossed the Somme. French repcrted to have taken
over line from South up to Peronne. Report received last night that Lnemy 1ls shelling Faris;
this is confirmed today, and is one of the surprises of the war as the range must be 60 or 70
miles, about twice the extreme range hitherto experienced for gun fire. 5th Brigads have
taken over front up to Wambeek today. isissge new arrangement;that each brigade 1ls to be (jp—e
responsible for work on the 2nd zone defences which falls within their sector. All surplus ;
it has been reduced as much as possible as when we move no extra transport will be available.
No news of move yet, but it is expected as soon as troops can bs-sent up to relieve us. This
front is still quiet. Long range guns not quite do active as they have been; they stlll fire
into Bailleul and other targets occasionally. Weather overcast and windy. All works on
this front, except defensive works, considered imminent in argemcy, are to cease.

aﬁth Went out this morning with Lt. Col. Nicheolson, C.R.E. Corps Troops and Lt. Col. Clogstoun,
inspected 2nd zone defsnces between R. Douve and Wambeek in area just taken over, Only the 3
firing line in this system is in an advanced stage; the support line has besn constructed P
only from the Northern boundary to a point just North of llessines (swayne's Farm)ithence |
running in front of liessines to the Douve.es& practically nothing has heen done in the way of |
wiring or trenches. Of the reserve liné only a little has besn done near the Northern boundarjy
of the sector, and nothirg behind Messines. Called on Major Webb at new camp at Wulverghem.
He i® commencing work on 2nd zone by thickening up wiring on Southern part of firing line. The
next thing in importance is the completion of the wiring of the support line., Fine weather
and no rein last night though it looked threatering and turned ccld.

27th Spent, the morning with Lt., Col. Annand going into the question of 2nd zone defences and the
allotment of work to be done in the three brigade sectors. Wish to ensure that instructions
issued shall be as precise and clear as possible. Hitherto the whole matter has been rather vague
and it has been difficult to obtain any clearly defined bcheme on paper; only urgsent works - |
can be gone on with. News from South that snemy have captured Albert, oul trocps are holding L g
line of railway ombankment near the town and along the Ancre. Further South enemy have
pressed on and have captured Noyon and Roye. Latest published enemy claim in captures is

963 ng 8nd 45,000 prisoners. Weather today cold and overcast.
gu % D. & L., London, E.C. '
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B?td
<8t

Place

Information received that we shall probably be moving in about two days time.

Visited 5th A.I.Bde. -H.Q. at Midland Farm dugout this morning. Called in to ses  iajor Webb

at Coy, H.d. at Wulverghem nearby

and with him visited Peace River (or Currie), Bgll Farm :

dumps also dump at Linderhoek where there is an engine and saw.

Picneers had instructions to

keep men in charge of latter,

Called at Pionser Battalion H.Q. (3py Farm) and went on to lst

Aust. Div. H.Q. and saw Col. Martyn., Slight rain falling tonight with high wind and cold.
Stormy all day. Last night's hews states enemy made further advance to Montdidier and so
cut the loop railway running between Amiens and Paris. Went to lst Awst. Div, H.Q. this afternoo

to hear exposition of present situation by liajor General Haryington, M.G., G.S. 2nd Army; not aﬁwbh‘
very much news or enlightenment given beyond what we have -been already told. 4th Aust. Div,
have been reported as in action near Hebuterne and yegterday reported to have retaken
Dernancourt. ard Aust. Div. also in the line on right flank of Britidh Army joining French.
Usual weekly conference of Field Company Commanders this morning. Brig. Genl. Foott, new
Chief Engineer, called and arranged to go up to the line in right brigade (7th) area tomorrow
morning, G.0.C. has asked for a report to be furnished regarding the condition of wiring |
of the front zore with a view to improving weak parts before handing over. Lt. Col. Hodson, ;
C.R.E, 19th Divigsion called in afterncon re taking over area between Wambesk and Douve., His
Division were ir reserve near Hermies when the fighting started, and he sald that sappers

were chiefly used in selecting and marking out and, as far as possible, preparing positions in
rear during the retreat, alsoc on some demolition work. Reining intermittently during the
af'ternoorn.,

<9th

30th

Z2lst takem over sector North of the Douve tomorrow and 7th Coy.

Easter Sunday, 19th Diviaiﬂﬂ}ﬁévﬁ
will move out with bth A.I.Bde..

threatening but not muoch rain today.

of the Douve, but the C.R.E. has not yet called,

25th Division ars to take over the Divisional area South
Raining a goocd deal last night, and
This morning wsnt up forward in right brigade

sector with Chief Engineer, Capt. S

heldon and Major Reid.

N
¥
4
.3
C.R.E. Second Australian Division., = ;

' -_.'* i e 1 | i il \

Lt, Colonel,

w
n. B, & L., London, E C. .
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: |
No. Rubject.
Ll 18 /36 Divisional Engineer Order Ne. 31l. - March 1lst 1918,
(with addendum)
2. 18 /40 Divisional Engineer Order Bo. 32. - lMarch 17th 1918.
(with amendment)
3 18 /48 Divisional Engineer Order Bo. 33. - March 24th 1918,
4, 1é/52' Handing over notes to C.R.E. 19th Div. March 30th.
(original only)
6 18 /56 Divisional Engineer Order No. %4. - March 31lst 1918,
(original only} | _
6 e - Handing over report to C.R.E. 25th Division by

C.R.E. 2nd Aust. Div. March 31st 1918,
(original and duplicate only)
7o - Reports by Field Company Commanders on operations
from 20/9/17 to 9/10/18.
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1e Field Uompenies and Ploncoers of Snd Aust, viv, will reliove Flsld
Qonpenies and Plonsors of “rd Aust, Clv, betwsen 8nd and Sth of Hareh,

1816,

£, The Bth V"ield Uoye will relisve the 11th Fipld Coy, relief to be

eomplotad noon Hth instant,
the #“th Pisld Oev, will roileve the 10th Fisld GOy ., relief to be

. completed noon 7th lnstunt,

The 7th Fleld Cove will palliove the 8th Fleld CGoy,e, relief to de
coupleted by 7eh/Hth instant,

Me 7th Field Ceve will send B offtears and ¢ (.,0% on 4th fre tait

with 5th Vield Cov, to recormnoitre work | to taking over,
| ihe 2nd Aust, Ploncsr in, will relieve - ®rd Aust, Ploncor Bn,,
i roelief 0 be wrranged dirsot between G008, and complioted by =midnisht,

Tth/ath dareh 1010,

8 The Pield Compunios will sove to the Right Divigional S«ctor ard ares
of the Corps front with tholr rospeotive Brigadse groups. O.0e, wiil
arrange aceordingly with oripades,
® 4, Attontion 1s dramm L0 1e
Administretive Jesorancdus lio. 168 with Appendicce A%, "B%, "C%, and
"0 strached,

Be GComplation of reifiefs will be advised by wirs to this office,

T TT———

A, h-—h-l.ﬂ. wiil eloes at OOLL LAT at 10 n.me on Gth frgtant and cpen
at Hi. LIBLRT on ane date,

Y., ACKBOSLEINE,

-

‘ . for O . ¢iiegond Australian Uivision,

L“. & M’ti'

10, Cole Bnd Alat, Plonser fne
T 11 Celigie ™rd, Miate Livision,
18, "Be
1%=1%ar lary,

® pers 4. Attaohed Sth ath and 7th Fleld Coye. enly.

A

L S
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SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. ™ 7 & - .

—_—

Divisional EHEIHEEP Order No. 32. March 1?{h.1918i-;;;##,f'

Reference Maps (= Sheet 28 1/40 000 | /670¥{3
Sheet 36  1/40, ooo |

1, The 7th Aust, Inf. Brigade will relisve the 5th. Aust, Inf, Brigade
in the right Brigade Sube=Sector of the line on Marchk 20th and night
20th/21gt. March 1918,

2, On relief units of 5th Aust, Inf, Brigade will take over and continue
all duties and works performed by the Support Brigade,

3¢ The Field Companies will not be relieved but will continue as at
present employed,

4, Acknowledge by wire,

' a Lt, & Ad}t.,,
for C.R.E. Second Auﬂtralian Division,
DISTRIBUTION,
Bth 6th & 7th Field Coys. A.E,
File

War diﬂ-rY ™ -/
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In accordarce with | oo I8
Lngineer reearrangs-ents ui‘f‘ “::;.B:':" sien Order No, 163, the following

e
T -!hﬂhmmammuu take
- Gompanies of the Bth Aust, Division ail
'm“‘“m ﬁwm
" noon l‘lll ‘as the

=~ g m 7th Hﬂm

- Company situated “3 :
mﬂﬂﬂm

from the 8th and 1Sth Field

3 tae 2 RAMBRsR,  Thie

.

will take over the

oamp cocupled by 8th Fiela
Bede Shoet 28 3,W
0:50 aun. on 55th Lhetents be vacated by

?) of all stores and
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SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL ENGINELRS.

. Hand Over report to C.R.E. 25th Division,by C.R.E. 2nd Aust. Div.

, Details c¢f the works in progress are shown in copies of Field
Company reports (appendix 1,) handed over, When three filsld
companies were empleoyed in the arca taken over, they were disposed
as follows:- I7h 4
One in left forward brigade area. Employed on all forward ¥
works in brigade arsa. Camp at Sheet £8, T.l6.,a.9.9. |
One in right forward brigade area, similarly employed.
Camp at Weka Lines, ROMARIK., Sheet 38.05.4.,3.5.2,
One sgupervising work on 2nd Zone Dsfences, within Divisional
arcet. Camp at Sheoot 28.,T.26.4.2.2,
Duriing the last wesk only two companies have been available and
the fieold companies in sach brigade sector were responsible for work
onn @2nd Zouns in thelr rsspective areas.

PIOKEEZRS. Camped near MNIEPPE. :

| ﬁﬁglaxﬁant:
- ne company mepinteining C.Ts. and certain other trenches in
| rig rigade sector,
One company similarly employed in left brigade sector,
One aﬁm§ﬂnz maintaining all trenways in Divisional area, |
controlling lssue and repair of tramway rolling stock,and [
construction of new tramways. ' |
One company maintaining and improving forward roads and con- 1
; structing accommodation for a battalion alcng St.ANDREW'S &
DRIVE.
Details were also employed on various jobs including & men 14
.running electric generating plant at CATACOMBE dugouts. I
One platoon was also engaged in clearing old, and sinking new -
wells in forward area, under scheme got out by "4". See list attached,
(apperdix 2,)
. During the last week Pioneers have been withdrawn from works I
n except for bare tramway and road maintenancs and party running
i\ generating plant at CATACOMBS, '

W WORKY IN PROGRESS. (f'or details see l'ield Coy. reports, appendix 1,)
' In forwara area chiefly maintenance and improvemsnt of trenches,
' Principal work rsquiring attention is completion of La BASSE VILLL
: defences, This point is regarded as of gresat tactical importance, *
I

S

, Plan showing present state of work is handed over, (appendix 3.) |
i There is a gap between left and right brigades whlch requires
attention, Feither front, supporti or reserve lines are continuous )

. betwoen the brigades owing to it having been impossible to construct |
. trenchses across the marshy ground, In order to make it available for ]
' a gerrison an sntrance has been cut through at the back of TROIS

; TILLEULS Farm which might be used to cover this gap. Umpire asupport «

and reserve trenches in right brigade sector have been mads good |
towards the left as far as shown on trench map handed over, %appandix 4); |
but do not at preasent give fire over the ground between left end and &} |
flank of lef't brigeade. ﬁ
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ond ZONk DEFENCES. The work on this zons has not beson controlled by
G.R.5. of this Division. Lt. Colonel Clogstoun, R.E. was in charge, ~
- put hes just left the arsaj C.R.E. Corps Troops, Australian Corps is i

taking over.
A plan showbng the werk done on thisz zone is handed over,.(appen. 5). |
In connection with this a seriles of sconcrete pill-boxes for use of
U.G., crews and company headquarters Was in progress but stopped
temporarily owing to lack of labour. A list of these showing locations

and state of completion is handed over, (appendix 6)

TRAMWAYS. A new tramway had bsen started from Le GHEZR dump to commect -l
To loop line batween VANCOUVER and OALLDONIAN Tramways and go thence as e,
indicated orn maps. Thig was not completed but would be a useful line #} 1'

for supplies to left flank of right brigade,

0.P. for 2nd ZONE. Field Artillery positlion has beel atarted in house

. where H.A.Fe 18 situated 1in S.1.4.4.5. (approx. only). Field Company
in right brigade sector should hand over any particulars available,
though this job constituted part of 2nd 7one works and so not directly -

under ﬂ ‘H ollie

184th TURNLLLING COMFANY. TIwo sections of 184 Tunnelling Company are
avalleble to do work required by Division. Location of headquarters at

Sheet 2B.TeB5eCeDe70 Perticulars of work on which they are at present
employed is shown on thelr report. (appendix »), Work held up owing

to. lack of labour.

VENTILATION SYSTEM OF CATACO¥BS. Orders have been %1van for altering

present syste of vertilation &t CATACOMES dugouts (near HYDE PARK
CORNER) so as fo provide for instellation of a gas filter. Ho work

hae so fear been done, Fapers are hended over. (appendix 8).

R.E.STORES. Details ragﬁrding supply of R.E. storss are gshown on
appenﬂfi 9, attached.

' Lt. Colonel,
51/%2/18. 0.R.E. Second Australian Division.
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All assembly positions were coccupied to time.

Only very light rain fell on night preceding ,but ground

vas a little soft.

Lt BURNFLI reported at 7th Bde H.Qrs at 7.llam.

At 7.20am, the Red Line was rejorted captured on thexight
and gt 7.3% am ,7th Bde reported KRed Line being consolidatead.

Both Stronz Point and Communication parties were sent for at
720am, arriving about 8.20am t& at SANS SOUCI dump.

Communication party under Lt POLSON picked up stores and moved
off from dump a%t 8.3%5am. This partvy had to move through
Very heavy barrages ( mainly 5.9 with much instantaneous
fuze) on our old front line system just forward of StJOSEPR'S
INSTITUTE and in depth about ZONNEBEKE church an D.22.C.
Later at the BROODSEINDE RIDGE they were metl Dy raking
N.G. fire and 77 muo. Before l1l0Oam the tape had been
run through to the front line withi. an hour of infantry
arriving there and up to Blue Line the track hud been
marked with white topped pickets in addition.
During this work 2nd CPL. BRADSHAW was severely wounded and
sappers ILOU and KING lesa severely.
Corporal McPHERSON handled hish picket party very well indeed
and also L/C. WILLIAMSON.
Sappers ELTIS MoKINnoN and ROCHE behaved splendidly in running
out the thpes and maintaining the general direction.
The whole job of marking the communicationtrack (shown on
attached map) was very well done and the track proved to be
excellently eited relative to prevailing enemy shell fire.
The first company of 27th. Btn. got on to the digging of the
communication trench up to the crest by 12.50pm.
By 4.30pm. the trench was cut right through to the Blue Line
using part of an old @erman sap at the forward end and except
for the road which could not be sut through on account of the
abisence of picks.
The actual trench was the usual t}?l of hastily dug trench
about 136" wii- at the bottom to 5' wide at the top and
‘minus about 4'.
The rosd was cutﬁhrnugh' en 5ih. ! .
The strong podt party (2/Lt.CARLETON and 12 sappera 2/Lt.
GATLLY and 20 infantry (ma.aly 27th.) attached and 2/Lt. JURY
and 1 platoon of 25°strong of 27RAh.Btn.stood by at SANS SOUCI
af ter having cellected their prepared stores which had breun
delivered by G.g8. iimber on alterncon of third.
At Y.10am.observers reported the 3lue Line appeared to be ours
and confirertory evidence having been received the strong

oint party was ordered away {rom dump at 9.45am.

e 0.C. reconnoitred some of the tracke in company with
Lt.BURyrlyand incidentially saw Lt.CARLETONS' party past
8T JOSEPHS INSTITUTE and the first batrage line().9'mainly
with instantaneous fuze).
The party got almest on to the job without casualty when
Cpl. LENTHALL and sapper TOMS were wounded, Cpi.LENTHALL
80 severely that he died within an hour and an half.
Lt.CARLETON proceeded with the siting and laying out of the
gtrong point and then got the parties to work, lees—wsrer
infantry diggims and sappers wirling.
Fortunately all the tools and stores had arrived.
i The whole time the party was working, they were subjected to
very heavy mixed shell fire and also indirect machine gun fire
¥ Sappers in particular on the wiring weee seriously exposed
‘ to the effects of shell exploded by instantaneous fuze.
Af ter some time ashell exploded amdngst the sappers mortally
wounding sappers SFEMPLE and PHELPS seriously wounding |
sappers ADLER and HOLMES, and at the same time throwing and
seveeely shaking L/Crl.McB80RLEY and sapper WHITEHAIR.
Two sappera went backwith the wounded men leavins only four
to complete the wiring. =

= =

———
— — - EEE_ N Y -
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By dint of example and assistance Lt.CAELITCN cospletely
finished the work by lp@i. and installsd the garriscon.
The work was as shewn in th attached skstch etec. about
60 yards of trench and 100 yarde of double French and barbed
wire.
Bavins got hie party away for the reary, Lt. CARLEION remained
¢0 give any assistance to the dying men and to secure their

¥ effects.
Lt CARLETORE' action throughout was dlant in the extreme.
In thes exepution of this work Z/Lt.m.a!.'n:ll «&8 very ably and
gallantly supported beth by 2/Lt.CATLEY and 2/Lt.JUKY.
At h?” two pontoon lozds of duck walks were ordered up to
SANS S0UCI duq: snd arrived ahout 2.%0pnm..
At 10.am.lc.1. cection under C.S.X.VEBSTER and attached in t3y.
thenat 1 12a central) were sent for and mited at Bde. H. (.

at 12.30pm.
This was sent out wigh duck walke te work duck walks up

and m good the corossings of bad plms in the communication |

t:nﬂ
scattered bdar and had casualties sappers
$ERS and two antry being wounded, but got
some uﬂﬂ. werk done.
This party carried up 100 duck walke and mmde acrcssing 50yds
long over the beek.
C.8.K.WEBSTER did some useful reconnassaince and later handed
over tn 2/&;1 GUDMUNRSO N |
por Ledinde 2/@ THUNRSON about 6.pn.
. mtmmummm crmiml-p
D27 b47 and placed temporarily 90 yardes of single duck walk.
This was done largely after nightfali and was a very oreditable
rerf ormance.
A party of Beo.l.sectlion oontinued te¢ patrol and meintain the
duckwalk,s
At 3pm. 0.C. handed over to Lt.BURNELL who remsined wifh 7.
-Bde. H.qQ.until evening of 5th. as lialson.

Rt
COMMENTS.
All arrangementis worked out well and thare wae no hiteh anywhere
The putting threugh of the communication s¢ 2arly in the
cperations was extremely useful.
The track wae excsellently sited as it miseed practically all the
| heavy barrage and mostly went through dry gftovnd.
| The marking of it wdeh white pickets was .ell organised and
-well earris~d out.
ryvery effort teo improwme this track #as made at once but the
difficuiltias of transport of duck walks were very great and
rain larsely disceunted the usefuliness of sfcrmed =arth track
The strong Peint #zas svilendidly done throughout and the heavy
casualties in sappare (the infantry had nc losses) are much tle
pe regretted.
Again on this occcasion there wxas poactically no shelling of back
| areas after zero and ghour, snd sssembly pesitions oouls safely
i have been further up though this ie pnuibl.r but little
advantage as long as sments run smeoothly.
The circumstances again emphasise the necessity for the C.C.
| coy. to be with the bde. L.q.
) Tco much etress canncet' be on the neceseity for getting throuch
- & communication track and ismediately improving it.
8till more effort nust be made under present circumstances tc st
larce dumps of duck walkes well forward.

1#

- S Major,
2 0.C. '?rh Fmid Coy. Eﬂﬂf‘-ﬁ- A LE J!;

J =
t :‘FE.J -_- _____,_u-"':“;,tﬁ__h ‘z;n:-—-m = -

e
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APPENDIX, APpENRTY, 7/ R3
A

CPERATIONS 201H, sEPT. 1917.
Eeerses ot e e s n e e e

No. 16176 Sapper G.L. BULLEN and No.
the 25th. Battn. to mark "jumping off® line with tap

well. The loeation by accident wae not at first o

Tectif'ied before it hadany sericuselfect.

5 Sapper R.H.M. FLTIS &nd No. 8597 Sapper w.F.L. OWEY sseisting
27th.-Battn to mark "jumping off* line behavsd very well indeed and
completed their work well and avcurately.

Both Battn. Command~rs expressed their appregiation of the services
rendered by these men.
All arrangements 28 laid down were completedio LTime ana all were in
position well before "zere® hour.
pper®s got into aseembly positions without casualty.

atlack went excellently from the start. 4s the morning was dull amd
miety with much smoke from barrage fire and the wind iight from West
the eremy had no observation on the battle and continued his rage
on his original §.0.8. lines (oneprizinal line of posts and Yopor
"ESTHOEK RIDER) well wp o 8.30 am., and did not shell the conguered s
Country until after that hour. O.C. recomnolitred situation at intervais
from front of VESTHOEE EIDCGE between the barrages. |
At 700 am. 0.C. sent to s DUGOUT for Lt. J. N, FIILER who arrived
about 7.30 am. After viewing situation for some time O.C. instructed
Lt. J.R. PITLFR'S party to coms wp. They arrived st about 8.15 ame. and
~ent on to work of merking cut sommunicsation trench at 8.30. am.
Barrage to this time wae heavy on originasl emeny S.0.8. lirece and
B2inly «® 5.9 H.E. About this t it began Lo develop into indiserim=-
~inate shellirg of conguered (up to BLUE LINE) and incliuded more
Shrapnel and irstantanecus fuze. Lt. FIDLER'S party had to work through
*hie second phffase aftsr passing thro the eriginal E.0.8. barrage.
Themerking of trench was ¢ompleted and Infantry (26th. Battn. on job
Gigging at 11 am.ln all about 500 yés. of trench in“G¥ests was dug and
the Strong Peint connscted to rear. ., |, ) -,
Cacuslties in this party wess:~ (LT Fillns)  wee '—

Lieut. JoR. FIDLER wounded E, arm and L. side

278%0. L/Cpl. E.A.D.NIIL v meuth 2y
16559 Sap. R. MoXKEW . face S22
15239 * ¥. CORDEN . vack (severe) :
2700 * L. ALEXANDER @ 0* L. 1

15249 ® v

A.B. TOVERS hau'fmgm.miunma 2t duty

At 7.15 am. Lt. POLEOR was sent for arriving ebout 5.45 ame His party
wWas then af once instruoted 2o oeu’m and jein him at Brigade Head-

" "quarters occllseting storse from the speoial dume on the way. This
Party and arrangements were much 4disconcerted by the fact that the speecia
dump of stores had bsen removed by unauthorised persons. On receipt
of thie infermation from Capt. COCHLAYN at Hear Brigade Headquarters
C.C. sent Lt. POLSON to meet his party and piek wp wiring stores as
POesible. Lt. POLSCN failed to meet ths party as they had come wup
by & diﬂmlnt._rnuto- Rean

- *  Meantims, Lt. CERISTIAN had shepherded the party from boe hye rorward
and g @d Lo piock up such wire as available on the waye. taus the
Party arrived at WESTHOZK RIDGE about 11.15% mm. equipped with wiring stem
8tores, but in heavy and cumbersome Loads. WESTECEK KIDGE the stores

Were rearranged under 0.C's. .dirsction party reorganised.

- Lt. POLSON had meanwhile zone to rear » Hors. and waited there for
1mtmtm;- On Lt. CERISTIAN arriving with the tail of the party,
De wzag hagtily given all i{nformetion and instrustions relative to the
Etrnng Peint and sent off with the party t: construct the S.P. at
11.40 ax. Fire all this time was fairly indisoriminate and hot.
Lt. CHRISTIAN led tue party out with sapypers first. The plateon garrisen
(26¢n. ln.tndor‘z.’ te VALEKIR) foilowed while the attached i antry
Party (mainly 28th. Ban.) followed with Capt. ADERSON uringing up the
rear. Although loade had been reedjusted, they-were stild heavy and
Cumbersoms and very difficult to handle in erossiag two bad

seampy
patohes. 0.C. went out about 12 noon %o Isconncitrs and found many
of these men still struggling with their loads but not giving in,.

- - 3 3 = :
= 1 | e 5 5 - T = — |
. I . P g . ' _ = - .a e

L T e — -
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the strong point was neagred a pn.rtiuularl:; heavy

" _barrage of instanteouns fuzed shells was izid down ilmmediately

in rear the strong point so that aglthough the uen were seen
at work tThe actugl site was not immediately investigated.

In the face of very heavy barrage fire the partly
worked on completing coastruction and garrisoning with cne
platoon,two Vickers and two Lewis guns at 3 pm. Casualties
incurred were :-= |
2796 Sapper FIRTH P.E. KILLED. - |
5347 Pte  LINFINLD.E.A. Woundec ] —
6410 Pte  WRIGHT C.F. " 28th A.I.Bn " |
5402 Pte  MIDPELTON F. " ) i

R\J P # ole ‘ *.,“1 0G| | ..--'); “1--m

5621 Pte  CARELESS P.V. )

During the morning 0.C. arrvanged Tor duckwalks to be seni up
by company transport urgent, and these waere offloadsd a% i
BELLEVARDE mmmlnt .': pae O.C. aiso asked at saue time for e
any wiring storels, e forwarded. C.RK.E. arranged for several =
G.8. igaas to be sent to BELLEWARDE RIDGE at 3.30pm. :
These were ths two wtores particularly required.
At 12 noon two parthes of sappers ( each 6 strong ) WEY-ordered
up to rear Bde H Q. with tools and guncotion reaqﬁmalwi
intc any ooncrete dugouts asked for. These were to
Advanced Bde H.Qrs with tools at 3 pm but were not called on.
This party T ned and lived in SINBEN DUGOUT reacy for any
work whiech be required.
Lt POLSOE reported back to Bde Advanced HeQe about 1 pm and
about 1.50pm,0+C.,(being somewhat woin)nanded over tc Lt POLSON
with instructions push the duckwaikKing of marshy places in
forward comuunicationy and the ﬁgﬁij‘}%“ communication trench
forward siope of WESTHOEK RIDGRE. Lt POLSON remained at
‘u—»m. iﬁ?ﬂ@%. refturned to company Ed Qrs via Rear Bds HoQe
| - “and proceeded te report personagliy and maks recnnmandﬁtinna to A—
C.R.E, at advanced Divn'l Hd Qre about 6 pm
At 3 pm Lt C N was instructed to urm for 60 of attached
infantry under (2/Lt STOCKHAM)to carry wiring stores from -
BELLEW to WESTHCEK RIYG Lt CARLETON went out with this
party which worked on the Juh until 730 pme
Casualties =
4063 Private BRNTLEY T.J. XKilled
241% Private RITCH T. Killied
6095 Private HERSCHEL W.H. Wounded
172% Private HOGARTH J. Wounded .

COMUEATS

le The operation was different in mayy respects from any previous
experjences Parrage was heavier ,more exset and precisep aand 2

Counter bdttﬂﬂ' work appeared to be Tary efifective. Veather
Conditions were vary favouraole. "

2, All arrangements worked out very well ,except tae one hiteh,
But under the circumstances of little or no sh®liing of back areas .
the whole of the unit ,mignt, with advaniage, have bzen much s
Gloser up in readiness for a job. In a successful show lguediately
after is fhe time to do werk and to get work dona.

5. All sappers workec aplendiau and gztood up to some very atifty fire

magniticently.

4., A large store of duckwalks well forward is an essential in this
countirye.
Company transport should stand by reszdy tc move asueh slores J:ight
forward a: scor as situvation aliows.

be Communication tracks, trﬂn&hen and duckvslks and mule tracks should
have maximum amount of laber on them imveaiateliy=- mark out with
tape or pickets. |

0. The value was demonstrated of having the digsing of the aummuniaation,d
trench made part of the Brigade operaticns. As a resultl the essential
portions of trench were dug oy 2 to 7 pm.

7« The advantazes accruing having infantry parties attachea to Field
Companiss durinz such operations cannot be ovepAstimated .

8. It is essential that the 0.C. eor cther strong exeoutive officer
be actualily with Advanced Bde lid Jrs to know the exact situation and

deal with things at once.

L S - : - e s
= - (RN

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0063 14



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006314



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006314



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006314



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006314



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006314



e

RCDIG10063 14

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0063 14



-

.I

B Ld |

- b |

-

- =

& B 4

- ! [

El
"'h-- o - = = - = RR——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10063 14



NOTES ON RECENT OPERATIONS L

.

Atteched infantry parties
The value of having infantry parties attached to

| Field Coy's some days prior to an attack,is unquestionable. The infantry
parties settle down, and know the work that is expected of them.
As regards casual working perties. A great deal depends on the clesss of
work, but invarisble a fair amount of time is lost in supplying them with
tools, getting them on the work, and also explaining the work to Officers
& N.C.0's.Also parties have often been on other fatigues, or standing by,
and are not fully rested.

‘The scheme of using the infantry attached to

Field Coy's as carrying end wiring party, while the garrison dug the "Strong
Point", worked well.In the case of the left strong point, on left Brigade
sector, the strong point was dug and wired in good time, In the case of the
right strong point, the carrying party was able to assist the garrison to
dig, and man the strong point, as they both had suffered fairly heavily
passing through the barrage.

General arrangements prior to attack worked out
' well, If there had been time to run & mark a few mule tracks, to Westhoek
Ridge, prior to the attack it would have helped the Pack traffic that was
used for moving up ammunition & barbed wire ete, on the night of the attack;
car out of work duri operations
The working parties on strong points
evidently attracted attention,as both strong points on left Brigade sector
came in for heavy shelling, after the work had been completed .

Communications

In view of the faet that parties are not avasilable in suffici-
ent strength to dig & complete Gommunications, Tape Lines should be run out
before night-fall, over tracks suitable for infantry & pack tracks,
Small parties can generally open up a continuous traeck gquickly. Tape lines
could be supported on stout wire/thus % }and would last much longer than

if laid on the graﬁnd.

Tracks should be duplicated as soon as possible to

prevent concentration of fire on any one of them, In dry weather duck-boards
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%_Q‘- (continued) APPENDIY 24
'f_’

are hardly necessary & they draw fire, but if wet weather is threating,
A

& light tram line of 91b rails, with duck-boards zx suiteble for mules,

as well as foot traffic, a considerable amount of material could be put

forward, & it would keep all unnecessary animals off roads that are

under-going repair .

i
; . Major,

_.--""-_._-'_'_._-- I

0.C. 5th Field Coy A.E.
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-- o TRENCH MAP OF FRONT HLLD FY 2nd AUSTRALIAN DIVISION FROM
1 F s 16/12/17 to 29/1/18,

F““—_ - e — e — — — e — e g

This map shows the approximate condition of trensches at
: the time just preceding the heavy rain and thaw about the middle
i , of Jaruary 1918 which causedthszir condition to retrogress. A
s good deal of progress towards clearing mud and restoration had
howsever been effected at the date the division was relieved on
20/1/18 and the map may be taken as a fairly correct record of |
condition on that date, ;
All the wising shown in red was put in by this division "
and 1s a pretty complete and correct redord exXcept for front line
wiring of which the records do not come through C,R.E., as it is
done by infantry without Lngineer control.
1. A great deal of the o0ld wiring shown in black is in very
poor condition and of 1little use,
3 Drainage was a difficult problém in the area and a separate
: plan indfidates the line of drainage.
i For contours re“er to map sheet 1/10,000 BAS WARNETON and
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RIGHT DIVISIONAL SECTOR.

<5

A E e
i

®
.

I
|
|
b
= LI
T
i
-
¥
' L ]
5’ _.' ']
- imac N
FTL
oy
3
L
&
iz
{3

r *I .
_.r I:- _il - .‘_'l."' - 1 -*
b [ : ;
[ le I:‘.\,a'_-_-\,_-u yartl - E =
N M -E
il - A - .
— i T i E"-
|
= B ma e i
. i
- Hamibmmardiing l3 J;
.ll.. - - ' - : 5
. L) Sl T S r rrE
gy & | 3 | g i : .E-:I -
: £ ; : [l e
8 g o Ol Wl aror z -
i : " il : 'r —“":"""“ e bt #ijd % "y d k! "'-:E'-.
T L e h- y [ Py . _Liﬁ.-_‘-'-_.l.—ﬂl el L ' e
. e !l:"h- 3 ¥ S, e EI.:‘.
4 = of bk . *
A |_.“I|'--‘I|-hl|.i|i i.h._. =, g j [Cn ....r R « P, ; k
: = LRER Ty L gy Y5 1'ih -
X --. > r i | 5 - L ; i '|.' J e " !
] ! .'j T Pl et '%}-"“'-‘_f F
N g
|II . L. i I l.r_.J-l ] i -. __._ . { £ ._ -l_, |I .- £
- 4 : A e

sy

i
e jynail yRa -I'Fﬂ#I
¥

WL M

Ll

ARMENTIERES

II."- i

Vo e I

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

sgcnsr ofi
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Date 26.12.17.
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