Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AWM4

1914-18 War

Engineers

Item number: 14/8/22 Part 1

Title: Headquarters 2nd Australian
Divisional Engineers

July 1918

AWM4-14/8/22PART1

RCDIGT1006322



ORIGINAL.

Bl]NFIIlENTIAl ﬁﬁﬁ

Australlan Imperial Force.

WAR DIARY

FOR

Signa f of Officer pURE. - R fLrxs .. - Signature of Officer Commanding

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006322



=
-

(rieg el Inf elligence
s T, 8, Rega:, Paxt 1.

respectively.  Tille pages
wnuseript.

Plocd Ldour

F au - SR
| GLISY., ! 1st ™

e

2nd

e

ord
4th

—

—

e\
I" 5th

Plesiia

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

- T

Fine hot day.
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in afternoon, just started on the bank of the Somme, Portable engine was salvaged from Ireux.

Some American infantry took part in the attack, on the 4th Div., front, the first occasion on

Pioneers who were camped near there. 6th Field Coy. also have some men billeted in the villagel.
1 have given instructions for them toc be billeted alsewhere. Papers give particulars of the
number of American troops that have been transported to Europe to date, month by month. The

have very fine spirit. .
Influenza is still very prevalent, e =

again with their Brigade.
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With Major Harris rode over to see C.R.E. 4th Aust, Div. regarding forthcoming -

Nothing very elaborate arranged, and sapper work will conshst principally of |

marking jumping-off lines. No strong points are being dug. Prigades are to dig one C.T. and

1 do another; datails of latter have not yet been fixed up.

Hﬂtifinatinn;paﬁaivad in evening that Ma jor Harris had been awarded the D.5.0.
Fine hot day

- Went out early and picked up Col. Annand near his camp and went forward to the
that Pioneers are working on, dugouts for the most part. Also called at 7th Field |

Coy. HeQ. in Railway cutting at 0.25.&.2.5.; vigsited A.D.S. in railway arch at 0.27,.d.7.8.

s were reported to be showing deflection, and found that they had been effectively |
Pioneers. M.G. dugout nearby in rallway embankment, under construction by Plioneers,

ing trouble @ing to loese ground.

f gpoil excavated from dugouts has not been well done in many cases, frequently no

been made to conceal it at all, '
s reported for duty, just arrived from Cadet school. Visited Pioneers' Sawmill,

mpor tance to record. Attack by 4th Amst, Div. takes place at 2 a,m, tomorrow,

Fine day. Attack early this morning by 4th Aust. Div., assisted on out front by 6th A.I.Bde., {gpﬁj /,
was successfml; all objectives including Hamel were gained., 7th A.I.Bde, also captured a i

90 prisoners. Total prisoners for the operation well over a thousand and 80 M.Gs. J; | /

i~

an troops have taken an active part with British troops. A high velocity gun
1lling around Blangy Tronville todav about noon; several casualties amongst

has increased very rapidly since March and the total for last month reached

re are, it is said, over a million Americans in France now. From appearances
ke first clase material but will need experience. Tﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁfﬁ,-hﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂf}_frﬁﬂh and

i =

glightly overcast. Pioneers had & killed and 18 wounded on their C.T. job, but 2L 2
fully completed the work. 5th Bde. will relieve the 6th Bde. tomorrow night. e : :
Field Coys. did not completely change over for the attack, so 5th Coy. will go in
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‘'with Ma jor Webb to front of his sector; rode up by bfcycle to within couple of hundred yards

Lt Fidler,7th Field Coy has been brought in to this office for the purpose of dévoting special
attention to following up all matters regarding deep dugouts. There are so many, that it is
?lgﬂst impossible to keep full and accurate detalls without it being some one person's special

ob., |
Fine day,hazy, 6th Bde., pushed posts out some distance futher forward last night, Went out |

of front line, It is possible to take transport up to quite close to front line in daylight |
without coming under observation, Visited some of the Company H.Q. dugouts also newly dug
flank trench connecting to French C.T.,also visited dugouts side of Villers~Brettonneux
| (No 105 ) under construction by Pioneers. Called at 26th and 25th Batt H.Q. in Quarry dugout

' (No 15),and several other dugouts on way back,

Fine day. MlMoved ocur office to new quarters little further down line of shelters. Previous
quarters being taken over by Div Signal Coy, These guarters are not as large but will be more
convenlent as mess will be close to the office.

Went out at 6a.m. in car,picked up Major King and Lt Bartell,2nd Pioneer Batt. on main road,
thence to Batt H.Q. near Villers-Bretonneux., Visited two dugouts (No 104 & 105) under
‘construction by Pioneersj;both going on steadily, excavation in earth with bottom in chalk,good |
footing for pitprops., Also visited 20th Batt H.Q. in dugout No 69, Fine warm day. Notificatbon
‘that Lt Cartwright 7th Fleld Coy promoted to Captain, Lt Bell 4th Division also promoted
Captalin and posted to this Division, making a fcurth Captain, EIstablishment of Captains for
Divisional Engineers is four when the Adjutant is a Captain,and three otherwlse, This appears

to have been overlooked by the D.A.G. so that there is actually a spare Captain, Cartwright

has been posted to the 6th Field Coy and Bell Attached as supernumerary to the 7th Field Coy,
Warm, Overcast in morning,light rain in afternoon. Situation on this front has not yet settled
down. Enemy after being driven out from front line do not appear to have settled down on any
definite line of eesistance close to the line of our last advance. Our tropps have been pushing
forward bit by bit,feeling their way. 7th Bde report today that their patrols are in Monument
Wood. Large number of applications for new dugouts are coming in,in consequence of alteration
in position of front line, It is not much use starting until line settles down, |
Instructions received this morning that 500 Pioneers were to dig C.T. for 7th Bde tonight, No
location or length stated. Saw G.0.C. and explained that Pioneers had already gone out to work
and that it would be necessary to recall them in order to get them together for this job, and

to be done so there shall be no confusion or waste of men,
Went up to 7th Bde H.4d. with Col.Annand and saw General Wisdom,who explained that work was

conditional on the success of an attempt to occupy some ground north of Monument Wood tonight,

¥ - "'E--—-—-'h{d-zmi_ll- Wit Wiassg/Mi263. 75 000 1faz, DD, & L., Lid, Forms/C.2118/14.
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Hour ‘ | Summary ol vents and Information

Communication trench will be about 700 yds long,point to point, just north of railway and |
paredlel to it,50 yds distant,forward of Villers-Bretonneux;it is also to serve as flank fire
trench to Bouth, If ground north of railway is not gained and C.T. is not reguired,the party 1ai
to be diverted to dig for extension of the buried cable, The provision of this party compelds |
ithﬂ suspension of all other work on hand and will cause the loss of greater part of three day's
work, a Have arranged with Pioneers to keep 150 men or there abouts available for digging on the
next few nights. Capt Bell reported today,and is returning tomorrow to take up duties with 7th
Field Coy. horselines,

' Fine day with occasional showers, Last night's attempt to advance was not successful as a good
'deal of opposition was met and the advance was not pressed, Ploneers were standing by until |
about lagm, before it was deflnitely known that they would not be able to get on with C.T.,
land it was then considered too late to go on with cable burying. A good deal of useful work |
has thus been lost but it is one of those interruptions that cause waste of time which cannot be
avolded., Vieited F Coy 108 Regt.U.5.Engineers in evening = Capt Harris 0.C.
Showery day. Visited some dugouts with Lt Fidler,also 7th Field Coy horselines and 6th Field Coy
BEivouacs, French made an attack early this morning south of us and captured the village of
Castel overlooking the Avre, With Lt Harris had d%nner with B Coy.108 Engineers, (U.S.)

Fine day, bit dull. Nothing much of importance,

‘Went out with Major Embleton, D.A.D.M.S, at 6 a.m, Went up left sector to inspect sites for
proposed R.A.P., dugouts, also inspected proposed sites for Bn. H.Qw of left Brigade. G005,
however, does not approve of these locations as they are too far apart @ms he wishes both BEn.
Hdgqrs, to be together.

Fine day. Hot and close, Visited 172 Tunnelling Coy. H.Q. and discussed plan for double Bde
and Artillery Group H.Q. which is proposed to be constructed near 028¢c8.5. just west of
Villers~Bretomneux. Preliminary survey and plans being prepared by 7th Field Coy., G.0.C. is
‘anxious to get this completed before we go out of the line,also a double Batt H.Q. for each

Bde sector, Sites and plans for latter have not yet been fixed up. Proposed to put Tunnellbng
Coy on to double Bde H,3. ahd Pioneers on to Batt H.Q. About 2000 Americans are to be attached
to this Division in about 2 day's time for training,and they will afford very useful relief in
the shape of making more labour available,

Enemy commenced a fresh great offensive on a front of 85 Kms from Auvilly,l10 Kms S.W. of Rheims
to Chateau Thierry and from six miles S of Rheims to Mossiges, Rheims thus not directly attacked
The Marne has been crossed in one place but the position is reported generally satisfactory.

It is well to be cautious in accepting first reports but a serious failure by the enemy on such

& blg scale will be sure to have a great effect on further operations., The French appear to
have learned the locality and time of the attack so were probably more or lesscprepared.,

L!‘i?l:ﬂ‘il Wit ‘"vlﬂ'sj'gf.:ﬂliﬂi 75 wu.0o, 117, DD, & L-.. Lid. Fﬂl:mﬁfﬁ-iﬂﬁ,l'u.

Hemarks and
references to
Appendices

= -

:

1

)

RCDIG1006322



20

Henarks o el

sheet 4,
Confidential,
WAR DIARY Headquarters Divisional Engineers Army Form G211,

Instructions regarding War Diarvies and Intelligence il

Summaries are conlpined in I, 8. Regs., I“.nt 11. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY <nd Australian Division.

and the Stafi Manual respeetively. Title pages ' ' _

will be prepared in manuseript. : (rase heading nol required.) July 1918,
Place ‘ Date ! Hour ‘ Summary of Iivents and Information

S SR = o

Glisy 15th

- The attack was repulsed near Chateau.Thierry and also along the whole line east of Rheims:

| casualties among working parties, 2 officers and 17 other ranks evacuated and more probably

. been pushed back a little, #or about 6 miles East of Rheims, however, they have penetrated

! through H.Q. from D.A.G., A.I.F. explaining the system of allotting reinforcements to various
' units.

16th
17th
|
18th
h
e
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No news what British troops are engaged but heard that XXII Corps went down there a few day's |

880 On this front efforts are still being made to keep on edging forward by 8o called |
"peaceful penetrations". Monument Wood,which proved such an obstacle when Villers-Bretonneux i
was taken,has been penetrated and is now in our hands. Division has laid down the line to |
which it is desired to reach and remain on and on which policy of deep dugouts can be prepared,
Conference of C.,R.E's held at C.E's office today. No very vital questions raised, C.E. prnpuaﬁﬁ.
& scheme of attaching N.C.0's from Field Coys to Searchlight Antil Aircraft Sections; support |
rather luke warm, He also wanted us to select and prepare sites for Field Coy hnrselines |
suitable for Winter, Think that it is too early for this as the situation will probably
render alterations of dispositions necessary long bhefore Winter, From map in G office enemy
appear to have penetrated about 33 miles on a 15 mile front between Chateau-Thierry and Rheims,

elsewhere the penetration has only been moderate and if any fukther advance can be prevented
1t would not be serious,and would amount to a German reverse, The Rheims Salbent is however

becoming very pronounced and any advance on the front where the line has held will render the
position of Rheims very precarious, Lt Harris went on leave today. Rain fairly heavily during

morning,hot and muggy during day.,.
Went out 6=-30 a.m. with Lt. Fidler to Bn. H.Q. in quarry near Villers Bretonneux and from there

made a fairly extensive tour of dugouts in right brig@age sector. 7th Field Coy. have a section
| camped in shelters in railway cutting at 0.34.b.7.8., a place liable to shelling, Heavy gas

shelling last night over a considerable portion of the area. Pioneers suffered a good many

affected. Heavy fighting 1s still taking place in the neighbourhood of Rheims but little news
circulated. This side of Rheims the enemy have made no further advance and have if anything

about 8 miles on a 15-mile front, this leaves Rheims in a more than ever pronounced salient and
the position looks very precarious, Pioneers are a good deal below strength in officers,
80 I have detailed 5th and 6th Field Coys.,who each have nine at present with unit, to send an
officer each for temporary duty with Pioneers.

Heavy showers during the day. Went to Pioneers and 5th Field Coy. H.Q. in afternoon. Col,
Annand told me that over 50 of his men had been evacuated and about 20 more affected by gas

shelling the night before last, News received of a big counter move by the French hetween
a point West of Solssons to Chateau Thierry, thus tending to take the present German attack
in right rear, Good progress appears to have e en made on the whole front, Letter received

tAze0a). Wt Waasso/Mizg3. 75 w0 0. /1. DL D, & L., Ltd, Forms/C.z118/14.
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Glisy 18th Heavy showers during day. Went to Pioneers and 5th Field Coy H.Q.. £Bix
(AL ./

[
The proposed system of reinforceing Pioneers will I think be fatal to their present degree of !
usefulness,as it is proposed to send to them all men unfit for Infantry and other arms who are ¢
yet not considered so unfit as to necessitate discharge, This policy will very rapidly |
deteriorate their present standard., |
‘19th Fine day,fairly warm., Visited Pioneers Sawmill in morning,went over approaches to Glisy NoZ2 |
| nd Blangy No 8 bridges. In the afternoon visited dugout at main D.S. on Villers-Bretonneux |
| ocad,and Transit Dump, G.0.C.,General Rosethal, was wounded this morning while taking Brig.Gen.
obertson,new G.0.C.6th A.I.Bde round the line, He was hit in left arm and wrist by a sniper, |
eems to have been due to rather careless exposure in a conspicuous position near the front line|
rig. Genl, Wisdom,G.C.C.7th A.I1.Bde is taking over command of the division temporarily. Brig. I
enl Paton 6th A.I.Bde has left to go back to Australia., 6th Bde are releiving 7th Bde in line g et
onight and 6th Field Coy took over from 7th Field Coy today. 7th Ficld Coy had 9 casualties,

killed,the day before yesterday in railway cutting near Villers-Bretonneux where the forward
ection was camped, 172 Tunnelling Coy have started on dugout at same place,and had two
asualties there yesterday. Major Harris has decided not tc place his forward section there,

20th ine most of day,heavy shower in afternoon,raining in evening, Went to Vignacourt in
fternoon with lajor Webb to officérs clothing store, Discussed proposed system of reinforcing
d loneers with General Wisdom this morning,. _
2lst aining early in morning,fine later. French counter offensive has pregressed well so far, 400

uns and 20,000 prisoners reported, Advance has nearly reached the line of the SOISSONS =

hateau=-Thierry Road, from a few miles south of former place to some distance west of latter,
tnemy,whﬂ had crossed the lMarne between Chateau Thierry and Rheims,have retreated to north bank
of river, British and French troops are attacking between Marne and Rheims but dc not appear
to have made much improvement there. :
cend Fine day. Went out at 6,30 a,m. by car with C,E, to near Villers-Brettoneux, 172 Tunnelling
oy have commenced extension ofX dugouts at 0 28 ¢ 8,5, to provide accomodation for two Infantry
de and two Artillery Group H.Q.; we inspected this job. Went out and inspected other dugout
orks in progress in left sector,calling at 20th Bn H.Q. and also at 18th Bn H.Q.. There is a
. argé number of dugouts in this area of which the excavation has been completed but which are >, ~
ot bunked or occupied. No attempt has been made by previous Divisions tc get these properly F’wﬁﬁ' [* 7 ¥
cheduled so it is a fairly complicated business and requires the attention of one officer '
ntirely for the present., Lt Fidler is looking after this. |

. (Ayoga). Wi Wiassg/Mi293. 75 o0, /12 D. D, & L., Lid. Forws/C.2118/14.
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Glisy Bzrd ‘Showery all day., Heavy bombardment in morning. just south of us. The Freénch Corps on ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁighﬁﬁ___‘“ -y
made an attack and sdvanced about 2,000 yards on a 6,000 yards front between lMailly and
Aubvillers, and captured about 1,200 prisoners. Haavy enemy gas bombardment on forward area

last night; about 400 evacuated today. Villers Bretonneux very heavily gassed. 6th Field uny.
 forward section, located in 0.%6,b, all affected, including Lt. Sexton and 2% others, They have
all been evacuated. Lt. Engel and 2/Lt, Eltis who have been temporarily attached to the
Pioneers are returning to duty with their companies. |
I have been detailed to attend school for Infantry Commanding Officers, from Aug. 11lth to 18th,
to be held at a place near Le Treport; one C,R.E. from each Corps in the 4th Army is being :
detailed to at tend. Very little news from South; French advance appears to have practically
come to a standstill. Efforts made from Rheims side seem to have made little impression, and
enemy still holds bulk of the ground he gained on that side in his last attack,and Rheims is ;
therefore still at the head of a dangerous salient, There is still talk of a projected enemy i
attack in the Ypres-Kemmel-Arras area. Pioneers had 15 gas casualties evacuated,
=4th Fine day., Visited 7th Field Coy H.&. near Blangy-Tronville where they are mostly quartered |
in shelters dug into the bank, Also visited their transport lines on the north side of the 1
Somme, The French have made further advance south of the Ourcq and have pushed the enemy further |
from Chateau-Thierry and that part of the Marne, No change between the Marne and Rheims,

25th Fine day., Heavy shower about midday. Called at Pioneer H.Q. and went into the question of the
number of men turned out for work, Their ration strength is about 800 and only about ZE0 have
been turning out,which does not appear to be a fair proportion, Capt Patt@Bon,Adjutant,went
into the matter with me,and after allowing for all Batt and Coy H.Q. details,specialists,

daily sick,cooks,gas guarda etc only 265,including officers could be found availabla for work, |
It seems a very small percentage but I think they are trying to get all men available out to |
work, Only 80 to 100 are available for trench digging at present,the bulk of the remainder |
being employed on deep dugouts.

<6th Fine day, showers at night, Visited Transit Dump and 6th Field Coy in railway cutting,also
called at 6th Bde H.&.and met Brig.Gen.Robertson, Not much news from outside, Sth.Auat.Di?.
front opposite lorlancourt is being taken over by 58th Division of IIT Corps , thus reducing
this Corps frontage to two Divisions in line instead of three as hitherto. It takes place 27/2gth ﬂ
inst, If only two Divisions are in line it will mean that the rest are longer out of the line,
On the other hand it may only mean a rearrangement and this Corps may perhaps be taking over
the Divisional frontage from the French south of us.,

| 27th Frequent heavy showers all day. 2/Lt R.H.M.Eltis was killed last night. Have not had full

| particulars yet but believe he was shot in mistake by one of our own sentries while out in front
of our lines with a small working party. Went out early this morning with Lt Davies round

;ri%ht gector and visited a number of dugouts in progress,
7og2). Wt Wiaszg/Miays. 75 w0 0. /170 L. D. & L., Ltd. Forms/C.2118/14.
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Glisy <8th Fine day but overcast, Visited 172 Tunnelling Coy with Lt Fidler to try and square up gseveral

|
|

1

| SIS

28th

30th.

4
i
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—— — =am
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'Rupprecht's group of armies in the north so an attack there 1is gatill a possibility. The Labour

|on broad guage railway about a mile forward from here, The site 1s in cutting and I do not

matters regarding dugouts, Two American Batts, are ncw attached to the Division and went into the

' line last night for the first time, They are lst aupsl 2nd Battns of 129 Regt and are to do a 1

period of 6 wks training with the Division in the line,lst fortnight by platoons attached to _
Aust Coys,then as Coys attached to Aust Battns and later as complete Batins to a Bde, The final |
training is for the Regt to take over and hold a Bde front., A platoon of 129 Regt H.Q. Coy 1is |
being attached to the Pioneers for trainin%. 5th Division are making an attack tonight to
capture enemy trench system about 500 yds in advance of present position. Apperas to me to be

e very futile policy to keep on going forward 500 to 1,000 yds at a time,and having to reorganiae

'dig new trenches,new dugouts and new everything and lose men as well., News from south indicates

that enemy have withdrawn in the Rheims-Soissons Salient. The net result of the big attack |
which started on the 15th, may thus be regarded as a disastrous failure, The enemy still have
large reserves in hand ready for immediate action,over 30 Divisions,lI think,mostly in Prince

position in England is very disturbed and a big strike has commenced among the munition workers.,
The Prime Minister has announced that exemptions granted to men of military age for munition
work will be withdrawn as from tomorrow,for any who are not at work then., ;

Fine day,sultry and overcast., Visited Pioneers sawmill also plank road approach to Glisy No 2
bridge. Went out in afternoon and inspected site suggested by C.L. for advanced Corps Dump.4R.E.)

think it would be very suitable. III Corps will take.trom 5th Division and part of 3rd Divl.
front on July %1st /August 1lst.. Aust Corps northern boundary will then be the river Somme,
There is to be a rearrangement of Tunnelling Coys and 172 Tunnelling Coy will be withdrawn on
completion of jobs on hand, Do not yey know who will replace them, 5th Aust Div made an
attack last night about 12,30 a.m, and all objectives were gained, They advanced about 500 yds
on a 4000 yd front, No news from south today,

C.E.called in morning with Col.,Allen,108 Regt U.S,Engineersjthe latter is coming tomorrow to
stay a few days to study our methods, Lt D.B.Corfe reported today with orders to make a
reconnaissance of railway from Glisy tbrough Villers-Bretonneux as far forward as possible,

Am going out with him in the morning and will pick up Major Harris at his H.Q.

lAzega). Wt Wiassg/Miagy. 75 0 0. 317 D. D, & L, Lid. Forms/C.2138/14.
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f— : R SRontiade WAR DIARY Sheet No 8, Army Form C. 2118.

i Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence . ' of Headquarters Divisional Engineers
| Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. 2nd Australian Division.
and the Stafl Mannal respectively. Title pages ® e
will be prepaved in manuseript. (Frase heading not vequired.) | July 1918. .
B | [ i i - ~ Renmrks and
Place | Date | Hour I Summary of Eveuts and Information references to
- | ' B T QL s s e gt b n ot G ol U ARPERGIEINE
Glisy 9lst. Went out at 6a.m. by cycle to 6th Field Coy H.Q. with Corfe,picked up Ma jor Harris,walked up |

" along railway line to within about 600yds of front line,then turned into C.T. recently dug by |
| | Pioneers,walked up to front line and on to mound by the railway line, The railway,except for
| ' usual shell breaks and craters,is not very sertously damaged until the outskirts of Villers-
Bretonneux are reached, Two or three dugouts in the embankment in rear of that place will |
perhaps be rather serious obstacles to rapid repair., From the western outskirts of Villers- | i
Bretonneux forward the line is much broken by shell fire and in a couple of places is blocked
by spoil from dugouts made in side of cutting, It will be possible to get single track past |
these blocks without an excessive amount of labour. Large numbers of rails are broken and the |
replacement of these or rather the getting of others on to the spot will be one of the chief |
difficulties of getting traffic through quickly. No clue was given as to the reason for this =
reconnaissance till tonight,though it was not hard to guess that something was in contemplation,
An attack on a large scale is to be made in this locality shortly. “1II Corps, Australian Corps, i
Canadian Corps on our right and French Corps areé to attack and so far as informatior 1is

available the objectives are ;- lgt; o0ld French line 2000 or 3000 yds in front of our present
line and 2nd; old ‘Amiens outer defe s about 5 miles on, 2nd and 3rd.Aust Divs are to

capture first objectives for this Corps and 4th and 5th Aust Divs are then to capture second |
objective, 4th Division are taking over from the French on our right temporarily and then |
|will be relieved by Canadians., 5th and 7th Bdes. are to attack for this Division and as a J
; | preliminary measure 6th Bde. are to take over the whole front on 2nd/%rd August. Two Field Coysd .
' are to be placed under orders of C.E. and two Coys of our Pioneer Btn, are to be placed at the 1
disposal of 3rd Aust Div.whose Pioneers are being placed under C.E. Do not know when this
' latter takes effect, Not much news from south except conflicting official Communiques., The {
enemy do not seem to be going back much now and are still holding the line along the Ourcq. ‘
Have to attend conference of C.R.E's at C.E'@Saffice tomorrow to discuss plans for offensive,
Have asked General Stagf to consider whether Infantry can be made avallable for attachment to
the Field Coy that will be left to us. Heavy fog in morning,fine during day.

Lt.Colonel, *

C.R.E.2nd Auatralian Division,

l (Ayoga). Wt Wiasio/Mizgs. 75 0.0 117 DiD. & L., Lid. Forms/C.2118/14.
¢
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20,000—5/18—11,069

WAR DIARY

O
Headquarters Divisional Engineers,
gﬂ; Second Australian Division,
FOR
Jg U LY ‘159‘] 8.
LIST OF APPENDICES.
No. ; Subject.
x 3/13% Div. Engr. Order 51. (Operations July 4th).
2, 18/127a " " " 52. (5th Bde. relieving 6th Bde.)
Z, 18/130a O " 5%, (6th Bde. relieving 7th Bde.)
4, 4th Div. C.R.E's. order for operations July 4th)In origi nal
%3/13%c Reconnaissance report by Pioneers. ) only.
2% /92, " " " @th Field Co, )
B 8 /AN Class of material excavated to be stated in Dugout report.
(original only)
€. 19a/215 Unit constructing a dugout to gasproof and bunk it.
(original only)
7 o ll/lDB Lt. Gillespie's invention of improvement of prismatic
compass. (original only]
8. 24/156 Glisy group - Bridges and road mines., (original only.)
9. 8 Villers Bretonneux group - Bridge and Road mines.
(original only)
10, ” Blangy group - Bridge and Road mines. (original only)
1l i Sketches of connections of demolitions on new bridges.
: (original only)
12, s Report on preparations for demolition of Nord bridges
near Glisy and Blangy Tronville.
13, 29 /227 Suggestions regarding systems of wiring.
B (original & duplicate only)
14, 10/121 File re method of reinforcéng units.
(original only)
15. Dugout progress reports and Analyses. (original only)
18, General works reports for July. (original only)
17 Sketches of dugouts in Divl, area. (original only)
18, Dugout, Map (3 sheéets) shewing positions of dugouts 1in
Divl. area. (original only).
18a. Schedule of dugouts to accompany map.
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, -
_,r"'_-‘:" ___iﬁ_f.r _,,_.ﬂi"f gl i*?r o 7 .
£ "\-.I.* : L
. . SECORD AUSTRALLAN DIVISION,
65, .. 4
1

sineer Order Ji0,

Divisional &
ITssued under 2nd Aust. Division Order X
i ———

will relieve the 7th Aust, Inf, Hd&11inf

3 F- ® L ;,f. HﬁE-
1 The 6th sust, 4D ﬂi?iﬂlﬂnal Pront nn the n:lght lgt.h

theiﬂight Brigade sub-sector of "A®

20¢th July 1918, R
S s om L Company on night |

he 8th Field Company will relieve the 7th Field |
lﬁ%ﬁ/ﬁﬂih.July 1ET3 under mutual srrangements between C.Ca, Coys. ]

i concerned, [
3, On being pelieved the 7th Pleld Corpany will take evtr_tha'@utiea | ;

of the 6th Mleld Company,
4, Completion of relief te be notified to D.EHQe by wirs,

B, Field Coya, tc aoknowledge,

19 & | : Lte & Adjbes
Pfor C.EB.r Becand'ﬂﬁﬁtralian Divigion,

DLSTRIBUTION, : i
gth & 7Tth Field VOy. i
;

. "

4. B, — 6th & 7th A.I,Brigsde,
o S *g* 2nd Ayst. Livisien,
I | File > |

T
Viar uiur?.#"

8. 9,10,

L

h:.;~*

,_.f"ﬁ.‘ﬂ,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06322



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006322



S —
T
-
L
]
|
b
-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

-
ey, 1 L
II

.
a
e

RCDIG1006322



68

RCDIG1006322

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



84

“A" Form. = " Army Porm €. SI51.
(In pads of 100.)

MESSAGES AND BIGNALB- No. of Message

Prefix........ ... Code........oceo... d fWords.

lllllllllllllll

Office of Origin and Serviee Tnstructions, Reod. at .........m.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

In reply to Number.

W.C. &

;I:L ,f. A S j‘&fu‘im | y W Ak
N bacne "jﬁ ., T A PR o A’} f if
: L LA .[_k L. Z"-'f Comfane~ Tha .#Fl Vs ;"‘l-i‘"f,
. JulL. | Oy =7 ;5'. { #f 2T I r"_ e alae
| g P :é a6 8 '
I E |
1 s ;
| | |

From (_:_ ( E ‘fﬂ L-f‘ ﬂ'“’: ?__Zf;,

Place ‘
Time ‘
The above may be forwarded as now correcled, of ¥ ~ s Z/_C/
® (il
ST T Censor. | Slgnature of Addressor or person authorised to telegraph n his name.
=1 e

_ # This line should be erased if oot reguired.
13796.) Wi W492/M1647. 650.000 Pads. 517. H.W. &V, Ld. (E, 1187)
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-;f:ﬁ!m\wi-* re— -
Sth 6th 7th Field Compan ) fj:ﬂﬁ = /rmfi e N
erd Aust, Pionser Bn, - L, (% | _;/
A e e e
" : \l Q’" g
AUsTritian DW=

The intention of the last column of the weekly dug;ut report

|
| does not aEam_tn be fully understood, The heading of this cdélumn
iL_-ahﬂuld be remarks cffecting progress" and should always indicate the

+ (6lass of material excavated e.g., chalk, earth, and briefly any difficulty

ie.g., "bad standing ground", "long carry to dump" etc.

I
il

| Lt. Colonel
18 /7 /18, C.R.E. Second Australian Division. ’

-

- e
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e
Apnondiy

b m gth 7th Meld Coupany Alkie
‘ M Auvet, ler Brie’ -

)
t‘; 1 mmﬂu“ﬂﬂm

“hen the cmnuum of & dugout 1ia emphtoﬁ, the unit

congtruct will -as proof and bunk it.
&mmm 4 that the dugout has been gasprocfed of mt-d

should be then forwarded, Total accommedation provited in bunke
should he stated and 1f office or 3m other sccemmodation is
provided this should also be noted in order to sccount for any

wwmmbmnnf
5 deparate arrangomne m-wilhmm

bmn.: dugouts
t&ﬂ by "‘umlli » Who will ﬂ:lr cﬂphtm
ﬂ." should be -mmlr r.por-hﬁ. _-
L _‘ (,C(\(Iﬁ
- : : Li-ﬁﬂlﬁﬂl. .
11/ /18,  CiRJEe Second Australian Divisien, 3" B

Copy to 178 Twinelling Coy. Heke

;
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OsBa &
Australian Corps,

“ould you please recd throvuch the ot
’ e e attach ac -
Ef & Proposed alteration to the agrvice prismatic czgp:::G£§§§i§n
rue haarin%ﬁawgulg s read instead of magnetic, B
ovices is very simple snd cheap ang r |
o : . : 2 Ana ot an 20U
fgﬁdgmnital alterations to existing pattern, J I am of ;;igizg that thd
fh&pcza* is an excellent one and wouldegroatly simplify the use of hﬂ{
mgaasji?i all P?t egpeclally for inf&ntry of Cicers o U
¥1ll you ease [ : e -
yOU csre to Attach, p erward te the War 0f'f'ice with any rerarks

s, H'_"'—'-'-‘F“"::L_——-_*‘

CL‘L:,_C- ¢

9 Y Lt, ©
/b/iﬂ. U.R.E. Second Australian Division, T

J
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ZND
AUSTRALIAN
PIONEER BATTALION.

- 1-
- )
¥ — e T '
— "]
- 1 g ¥l
i
- 5
-
# ak -

F . 0
aJ. | J

Date e |

I'r KORD MIYE

 gponsibiity for
Acrual Demalbon , | oraers for Dewr
X~ “E Z'fﬁfs/_ iz &, Faght Bricede
| _ X% " Kight Brigade
h V. g nol ,{/Hﬂ‘ v
| _ BRIDGE. mimvE .
| - Rl V < i " v g~ //ﬂﬂ- Ory
2 I/ 3 i 2 ruel ie | .
V‘i -1 " _/f;?ff.‘- ffffﬁﬂ&-
| Nore )
* Al Qéﬂf?ﬂ-ﬁ_zr_? tlrs GrovlP. have béen Exarziricol
' refayea vvhele frecessary , Gmped, Cirewils fesked
- betweers. RIE./8 < /17 /8 ’ : y
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T ¥ Jloolk 6C
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BLANGY

GHOUF-

BRIDGES NP [2.56.7.% 8

| oD MIINES T T

_ NOTE.
1 - Detornalars or cf’rm/ ef aAre
| not placed 177 ﬂf?ﬂf‘?ﬁ ouk are
| .f?ﬂ / f?y reé ﬁ?ﬁ:}/
—Aesporsibility for
Fetva/ Derrolsbon 2 foneer B, H/F
o Oreters for Desrolilocy 27 By ) VIS 1O7
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TYPE : Gingle Woodern Tresfle over LOCK
LOCRTION Y 15.¢C Jo.#5
CHAR GES 2. #5labs Gumcolloy
- or each 169 of [resfle
DETONATIoN Skorl ,é'ﬁ;//a b JuSe Cach crarge
EXAMINED /07 /8
ATy feld frt-
( _é//j@ S NED ~ Frr7Es7 _,f_éf B/ﬂﬂ_@/ éﬂr’7

W
Y

o

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006322






Ampendix 4 (-

— = Elechiv Leads

Charged avarnsk yaside of Heb o each Syde

P

|

b

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

&aﬁ{mﬂ:ﬁ a’f’d%é-_.éﬁag‘m ﬁ:-nr Fresifes
NS5 24

[

B chargee & Slabs G5 o

/f?c;‘f a/’ frestie

€ above waler

| & cﬁﬂrfﬁ.ﬁ‘ M2 Slabs G
o7 15ide of Webof Gurders

Chages  corpeoted 17 Seryed

- NCE Lleet Delorator

Service, Ex bloder

Aesistarrce of Crireuit

——

— ’"’5‘? Doy Celf 18 obmr
E(,bzbdﬂr. .r,-wf? f-‘; ;:?ﬁ‘ ﬁ%f;_ﬁéw
Ao r:a;_'e-
_ TANKS
F [ B
I rrerr

Z
o

RCDIGT1006322






AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

&

™

R

i |
S AT

3

"

-

ik
i

1

TG

[

||r '

V

0

b |

II‘li

=4

-1

| ¢
|

| 8

|

)

ﬁT

]
—!

-

Ll ]
=

= D
II.
"

|
=
1

RCDIG1006322



RCDIG1006322

—
o~
%
=
o
-
=
=
w
o



?Papﬂ_?fcf eﬁarg__f" gire "—”i"“"'c%"*f Inegeh &bsﬂl?ha" ﬂf-
| . <0 (1503) Slabys of guneotton &3 Shown

X R 3 “by red Penetl aé& 2.4, :

7#’4!?{'1‘#:-3:’.5' of /;
D)2 e 98 J'?Jd:p—,l"r.pd e

| R,

R . G i ——

P -

T035) Fiads vrgum cotton each,

C'ﬁargﬂ fo be fﬂm:rrefc&’
NSCriee, ane frree

oy Servee Elee é.r-;gj
EPRodler i
T&t‘c‘?f C’/&rﬁel "

72, 50%) S /ade |
IF- Qunceodton 1

-~
_5 s i - B
-
.
|
|
1 |
i
] |
i
: |
/ |
i {7 ’
L - - P fam ,KEJ :'“:I"’J e .'."-Lu- L
= g 0 =4 - 4 —
B - a e - A e
= ] .al {"f_: & . ,,i'.}_.':,...lr:' PP _-r_“.. _:_”l_LF._f‘{' = i _-ﬂfq_ 1. s AJ‘
lrr:,: #1‘_'"" ) - iy, q‘_,_L-I\__ : 'L-’" it "I'__{ o L ‘#'d : - ‘:1
. ] ": 1 - - o “u '\' B il _j_-"l-— 5 = . '.- I
:f H"‘k o . - 4}*‘\* w P ; :.":"}J
— e St .l d‘l;___H-: I - _ e i ill?’

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006322



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006322



e -

-
]
£

N
:

H
Ll
_—

=i
F

3k
>l
1;. - .
'S
| T :

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

|

il

or TR DA TITY =) TR M| f _'='."
1 o - ’ :‘ﬁ‘ vk 'I' 1 -

L) !I

III . llr. 1

S gt 8

L

I . 1
f

:l

‘ |

| ;

; ;.; | : T_‘:

| 1
= - "_.'...--.--'J

RCDIG1006322



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006322



e‘:ﬂ
BEMoLiTION REPoRT — Appendix
2ea3™ iy Cox £, ﬁ

. okt
l‘j:__z_"f)f%t:qe:_j ar;a\ Cu\.\lE.'ﬁ?'r ar ‘SL\ '_7.\‘30

N

M
o

O

)

K.on’ Ui W\ (j(( rg&'j’(ﬁrs‘f'r

!H;‘, ‘5€-J‘)I' p RV

= 7 cdeblly oF
o e I

3 3 I.: Xy ¢ -w/6”
S o
; i Charge
é‘ 'l 3;§nusa Qmmeonal
5Echaq "fﬁﬂ;uz\j CE. ' |
: Aa.‘s"b"‘&-wl( Qrcl C’u‘fer‘"
i | \4S” 00", 1uﬁ5 e )
i = U - \ —
| 'f{'*
- AN

f 9 \

o Clmiens

’i\lL ddl\'fﬂfk— 1;:-, ﬁbﬂf%&d ‘ I-J.:I\B Goovo J{g.‘b 3\#{ ﬁ\{qe
\nrw\ i) -'ﬁ"“ -"""""ﬂ:*"i c.\pmbgfs a\v{:c\ :r:l bl’i F=1 G’ ' ‘o'l oc K ﬂf‘
6455 g \:u\' renAergal c.on hﬁ-aa Je ’D,”( a‘ C-m}t)u.-hn% Covrae

_ﬂ‘F EF los\Ye . Tb‘ dbﬂf%@‘ s 0 C'El?rt“d E
B‘;W\%’ ab"’h’ﬂ*‘?h '-Dérﬂhﬂr?f‘s (uh't“; '?ﬂmarﬁ) ore

\g\ﬂkt.gc:l a\;faﬁ“l.l ;q‘; ’B\nﬁhng Tins:; —T\"]d‘re are %
A- \oe \1an \ﬂﬁsﬂ)-s bf. ll'tﬁ\’an\"mﬁfuus 'Fﬁt,c,wh.;h ,

are ﬁu \EC‘ \-5 W HQE!H EHTRAWE Cbar%e tafd 20= "‘:‘n;{
,{ﬂ m\r:ﬁ% - ,::[Laat- 6@% ﬁﬂ\l‘ﬁl A“ﬂ/’( all"d\Qﬂ.ﬁf_"& - 3 i'

"‘BWI’DGE C-lHHRGE DBooo JFE.-:.. C’\mmnnn\- Th.'l'n dtraanc-ra
“_Eae\" D S “.5\4‘0'5 \{‘{EI‘:' G.(f. - \una\mra\ \Eoéﬂ-?ﬁ of v

\nﬁ\’ﬂﬁkﬁqewa ﬁ?f,c. Charge Lard 2 _‘_q«ﬂﬁ-

—

% |

-
. e —— — e = e el - —

ﬁ'-t_*

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06322



' PEvoL\Tion REFORT S QHEET._S_ npndlx‘/: 2 lf
= . o |
2(.’»3'.:""."’4 &y Co. ©E
- 4

"BRIDCE  and Coyert UT1° 3

s

5’ ﬁ?ndbﬂsﬁ
S C-'-hr'&\:qnais

| /

Toe gl _Slops<

i ,

A C..\yclr'ga of 3doe THs ‘Biﬂf‘.’l\"tnﬁ 1§ v
C.u\‘\fe.r\" af Cedlre of Bf‘\ég& - F‘uae.a

¥ ( \va\'nt)\'nggnuﬁ - ene}) \oo "i"l""" \ﬂ:ﬂQD O

< ‘"‘I_'I ' Uﬁﬂé - and *St Agnqn\ﬂnfﬁ ﬂocl "l"l'mer:s

| _ | are blnced n a Tin of 'B‘ﬂﬁﬁm 0 eaech
7/ Casée, ’Baﬂ) F'u3£'5 are \ed *E "ﬂ'?ﬁ

| NorTH enfra nee of Cu\ﬁfgr—\f

[ | Cbnr%e ‘\s\qcea\ =1y \9“3 Mtcu.i \ﬁ\ﬁ_
4\\?',‘“\ Cross 53¢\;an
PR

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1006322



a

g
OEMoLITION TCE FQEF e A‘péﬂﬂmx/,Z/

i‘ [ == T —
Zla? T, B¢ B N\, e

.,____._____-——

"‘l
) J

ORIDGE Mo 4  pear  Sois bE - AGBE

(ﬂa% fef. O.25.e. 1.\, b2® ﬁW)

G un Cﬂmh -

Tamped 1%
rail G‘TE\

i \S an\xuiﬂd c:l‘f' once h \PL‘”-F <
: ehar =3c of RS0 AR Clmmeonal - |
-~ Furh-)er delads will be rendeved later

e e S s e e . R T =5 . W

| ojma. (ﬁ)g ;

DJMQ 7( 2B Nals & |
w2 |

S\ 3N

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT006322



(ijlﬂzzﬁéiﬁ‘“ﬂtfﬁf' \”’\fi ﬂ/
y © 85
IGI
2nd Australian pivision,

peference G.25/518, regarding systoms of wibking.
I attach copies of replies on subject received - om Field

Company Commanders,

1I ) It ig recommended that the principle of 2 men peing detalled }
- Lo carry out one task throughout DbE adopted. '

“ 2, I think the modificatlon of the ordinary double apron Tence
suggested by 0.0, a6th Pield Company is best and simplest. It
corsists in using long pickets ingtead of short for anchors and
making fences with them,

The double apron rence as sommonly constructed 1s not in my
opinion a very formidable obstacle, 1t 18 frequently made 80 low
that it can be welked through and 1its parallel wires are about as
simple a3 possible for sutting by hand. I consider that 1t should
be regarded as & standard only where wiring has to be done in close

- contact with the enemy, Where gimplicity and qulckness of erection
| at night are essential. It hag however come %O be regarded as the
atandard for all conditlons and when & belt of double apron fence
has been erected a wosition is regarded as sufficiently wired,
dhere it is possible to do wiring deliberately I think this is
effective class of wiring should be erected,
terlocked double apron Belts with
¢ yvertical pickets would form a good

—_—— _— EE—

ﬂ-——- P - s B

ELevamint

The sbove would form a gingle helt difficult to get through.
1 believe the most difficult type of jeliberately constructed wiring
to destroy by shell fire is one which forms a series of enclosures,
the sides of which in their simplest rorm would be simple vertical
fences about 4' high with b or 6 wires In order that a passage
may be made right through such an obstacle 1t would be necessary
ror several adjoining rences to be cut bY gseparate shells, |
Ceometrically regular types would be as i1lustrated in (a) and (v),
though probably an irregular pattern auch as (c) would be better.,

Lt. Coclonel,
25/7/18. C.R.E. Second Australian Divislon.

(M(ﬂf) f})*rﬁ)%uo‘ Ao are alloclecl )
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GOER.. W Ampendix / LI

.
o a I
g w (J‘/ M’%moziu AUSTRALIAN PIONIIR BATTALION.

e {)}{ | Battalion Headguarters,
| | eee—— July 18th 1918,
7 /655,
T0 =-

2nd Aust. Division.

O e G S G S S W (S

Reference your confidertial memo 126/551, and partécularly to
para 14 thereof, |

I desire respectfully to point out that if the policy
therein laid down is practised, a time will inevitably arrive when it
will be imperative to revise the cconception that now prevails as to the
gcope of work snd duties of a Pioneer Battalion.

& A certain measure of success has been attained in the
Australian Corps in msking the Pioneer Battalions of men organised and
fit to fight, and competent to carry out any of the usual field engineering
works that pertain to the present campaign, including reinforced concrete,
deep dugouts, M.G.emplacements, light railways, demolitions, hutting,
wiring and entrenching. I know that at least threce of the battallons
have successfully run sawmllls and technical workshops, where the
manufacture of new aprliances and repair of vehicles and other stores
have been effected, to the adwantagecof the Divisions and the Corps.

By the selection and appointemnt of technically well
qualified officers and H.C.0s. thd Pioneers have been getting near to the
ideal of battalions of competent field englneers,

A special feature has beer made of entrenching work, and
found very useful in the critical period of 'consolidation' following
&n advance, |

The works outlined above will be impossible of accomplishment
to the extent hitherto practised if the reinforcements are to be the men
re jected by every other arm of the Service, Eliminate the tradesmen
end the result will be a lebour hattalion only; draw the men from the
aged and physically inferior who are rejected by the infantry and there
will riot be even a decent labour battalion,

Manyiaﬁ?the most important tasks hitherto allotted to the
Pioneer Battalion, have required not only men of constructive skill
but also first rate physical condition, To take only one instance,

In the operations on the BROODSEINDE ridge in October last, our men
carried duckboards from BIRR X Roads to well beyond Zonnebeken doing at
least two trips in the day, through country that often bogged the
emmunition mules, As the distance was fully three nmilea, 1t required
good men to do the twelve miles carrying a duckboard each on the omtward
journeys., This is just one example of the strenuous tasks that have at
times fallen to the Pioneers,

ggd F.V.G. ANNAND, Lt. Cclonel,
— C.0., 2nd Australian Pionee Battalion,

- — B o T R T — e )
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g—— '...a. -

| Reference 12¢/5r1, copyv of circular ) |
fA.Lle¥. Depots in UeRs, pars 1&. ’ . O e st s,
: - . 1 am afraid the poliey of arafting men unfitted for inf
?ﬂ Ploneers will have disasirous regults for the effectiveneas of t;gtry
attsr. The medical officers responsible for classifying the men spre
Efil;igfigﬁgg gﬁuw or rzfliua whatl constitutes the work of Pioneers snd
s y have an impression that cnv we -
#tc,, ie it for Plonecers, . RS A8 Thg Sy —
In order Lo bve useful snd be capable of doi the h
) | ‘hea
muscular work of digeing ete, the rank and file of Pinnggrn shnulzrﬁu
pﬁynianlly strong men, They have to do mere walking than infentry ae
*:éﬁi g:?§;1y“mnreh anvthing from /000 to 7000 yards each wav to theip
- -

: _

R — —
e ——— e

In order to maintain their sener ofu
| necessary that the proporticn of tradeug nzé :gzigigézzhzggar:taiguld
i hp 1fgt'up;au_nnﬂh A8 posaible, I th that Lhe Field Fnginecers
> ;?:g:u; agﬁgz;:ﬂrihad, have first call on tradesmen available, but
-~ 5 gy q:aiifiuafgizn ?%:n “# right to select men with spesially sultable
rh g e LONR ATTer-the requirement of *leld Enginecers have been
Pioneer Hattallens with the Australian © 104 t
been much more than meore unekllled labour hattallﬁnﬂfrEEeEJQZ?Eiﬁizgtg
i -g:pableqﬂf handling wost skilled Jjobs of construction, ruﬁning gawmills
8. -2¢ Dolioy nropeosed to Be adopted in allotting reinfeorcements
_ will tend to more op less rapidly bring them on to thre Plane o' the
ordinary Labour urits who c2re not employed ou cither sxilled or

g trenuous work,
LZ & Cr (7T

{“ | | = Lt, Colcnel
- 13/?/13- C.RI, Becond Ausiralian Bi?ialnn: ’

1 Copy to i« &nd Aust, I'lconeer En,
Colls Aust. Oorps,

e

3
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SECOND - AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.
COUY IDENTIAL
| M*viutom Esadquarters,
o i e DL

C.R.L. P i . f 126 /6561,

G-RiE- f“i.:;' _' ;"f f;_;i‘-— A, . -

“2nd . fust. Div, 8ig. Coy.| [ '[ L |

5th. Luet. Inf. Brisld'i "'m‘*'f?:.,-'--r,..,.,.. . I-ﬂ'}".'n‘-:___;
Yih. dusi. izii Brigade . .. SAUSTRALAN 2=
&nd . Aust, Pioneer Bn. gt b o
£nd. Aust. M. G. Bn.

The following copy of ciroular imsued by Headquartars
A.I,F.Depote in UK. is pa#ged for information :-

'

. "le Reinforcements frem Australis were w411l recently despatched

for named Arms, and in the ocase of Infantry axd Pioneers, for

Ramed Battaliens. [Except im a few cases the foregoing syntem

has been abandoned in Australis, snd reinforcemente are now

despatohed as “General Reimforoements" in e separate numeriosl

:.;m.lulg?ﬂ. Trom each State. The normal number in emch

a8 e

2. Theew general reinforoements are liable for service in any
Arm or Department .

9« ° The normal procedurs on the arrival of e draft of genaral
reinforoements in the UK., is for Headquarters A.I.F.Depote to
allot the draft to, or botween, Infantry Battalions in the Fleld
and delonging to the State frow which ¢ @ draft aomes, and the
reinforcements accordingly join the Tralning Battelion and Company
Training for the Field Battalion concexned.

4. The .. ~ 1ndividual man is permitted in Auvstralis

%o express a preference for service in a 2utiou1ar Am or

Department, This is recorded on the man's papers, whero alaso

is recorded his having passed in riding if he has so pasged.

Particulars as to preference and riding will hereafter be supplied
. on nominal rolls to the Infentry Training Unite to which the

drafta are primarily allotted. "

5. It is obvious that it nothing further were dons training
units other than Infantry Training Unite would camse +o receive
reinforcements. The ﬂ-ogadur- 8ot down in the following paras,
hereof (6 to 17) will theresfore be followed,

6. © Artillery, Pelad Euginesrs, Signal Engineers, Maohine
Gunners and Divisional Signal S8chools will be notified of a
standerd nimber who should be under oing trafiaing in the unit,
Wher the pumbers under training fall below the specified number
by 30 ov mcre, the traim unit will draw on Infantry Training
Units for reinforcements, rawing as nearly as practieable 30
or the multipule of 30 nearest to the motual shortage., Field
Engineers and Signal Rogineers may mleo draw for shortages in
tradesmen with suitable eivil qualifications irrespective of
the extant of the shortage. -

P.T,0.

RCDIG1006322
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7 . In 81l cases the first men drawn from Infentry Treining Units
pursuart to para. 6 will be thoge whe heve on enlictmert ir
Lrelreilic expressged e preference fecx the Arm or Department drawing
chem,provided thet they sstiefy provisc (e) ¢ pere.ll,

—— * - -

8. No man will be dramn for trainirg ms a driver in any Arm or
Department unless he has passed in riding in Avstzelia.

9. Acting N.C.0s.(i.e.,~ reinforcements who reach U.K. with -

Ac:;ng rank of N.C.0). will not be drawn in excess of the following

30al8 - ' F
1 Acting Sexgeant to 30 - 1 Acting Corporal to 20.;

10. Substantive N.C.08. will not be drawn unless they already
belong to the Arm or Department drawing them, and if drawn will be
in &iminution of the sllowence in'pars.9. |

1l. . Where the number available to draw from is greater than the
number tc be drewn after those who have sxpressed a preference .
and are Qqualified rave been taken, those'drawn ere rot to be
specially picked ovt end allgthe baght mer toker, brt sre . to be. .
drawn && T¢ccusl U tae SeleetivzsO0ffieer stbjset to the following
previsces - spee add gl bOs [ BEAS 5
(e) Mszchina Gunnexs, Fielé Engineers erd Sigrnal Engineera
. need not take any man who though "A' Cless ig
physically cr inteklsctually bvelow the average of the
. .perty being drawmn from. e et S At o " aad
(b) Field Exzinecrs end Sizn=) Engineers may select those
with epecial civil qualifications irrespective. of the
restriciions imposed by this peregraph,’ ”

W

Y B

12. Questions of character or conduct are not to be taken into
acc Dﬂnt. . . . 3 , SR » | '

13. Tralning. Units with a Territorial orzsnissation,i.e. - Pield
Engineer3 and Msshine Guansrs, wmet draw territorislly for . .
their z2spectiya territorisl training ~ompanise, ° ittachsd for
their infcrmaetion is = copy of the territorial allotment of
Infantry Bettalicons | -

14. Relinforcements which arrive and sppear to S..1.08. to bha.

below infantry requirements through age or other causes, though '
not classified as unfit for general service will be transferred *
to Pionears as follows :- S " s % '

FROM New Sbuth.Wulbu'l 40 let.Pioneer Training Bn

Victoria -~ to Ord., @0~

Queensland - to 4th. o L _ i
South Auetralias - to 5th. -30~- ita !
WsA. and Tasmania - to end. ~30- |

Any further transfere to Ploneers which may be required will de
the subledt of speclal instructions. .

15. The A.D. of 8. and T, may draw from any general reinforcements
at gny time, M.T.Artificers, M.T.mechaniog and M.T.Drivers to
numbers gpproved from time to time by 'A' Branch Headquarters,

16. Men with specific physical defects making them unfit for genmeral
service with combatant arms, but who are otherwise 'A'Class will be
transferred to 4.4A.M.C. |

17. Specigl arrangements will be made from time to time for other
A.A.S.C.and A.A.M.C.reinforcements.” /

Second Austrsalian Division.

o B e I
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end Australian Division,

Reference 126/581, I think this is & loglcal statement of
the positiom, recognising that scmeone has to suffer A logs of
efficiency, that the availahle men must be graded and allotted 1in
auch a way as (1) %o maintain the highest possible degree of efficiency
in the most imporismt branches and (2) ensure that the lowering of

.. the e{ficiency uf other branches shculd be as 1ittls as poasible by
¥ careful grading of men sccording to legree of physical exertion ard
r conditions of living required ol the personnel of each branch,

At the ssme time it must be recogniged that there will be &
lowering of efficliency whieh is inevitable and that the stendard of the
branches which suffer most capnot be expected O he up to the atandard
of the present or pust. |

As the statement of the gyster for reinforcing Fioneers now
stands I think it inevitable that those who classify the reinforcements,
(unless they very clearly understand what Ploneers are expected to do),
will get » false impressien, and think that weakllngs and men with
aericus physical defects may be suitably drafted to Pioneers, 1t
ashould be made clear that strong sound men are neceasary and that men
sho have nog the -muscular power to dig well or &areé not able to march
w1ill ve worss than uselaaaz also that as many nen as practicable with
trade training should be given 1o them.

| Lt Gﬂlﬂﬂﬂl,
2% /7/18.  C.R,E., Second Australlan Division,

F
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SECOND AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

Analysis of work on Deep Dugouts for periecd 8 a.m 29:6:18 to 6 a.m, 3:7:18. (4 days only).

¥ * i i L 40

| ~ | - e

i Average No.| = | F | et e o ! r

MU B I ¢, of men Men shifts |§ No. shifts N Total Average cubilc | Average cubic footage
“ e per shift,) per week, per week. | cublc footage. |[foctage per shift, {per man per shift.

| — -—r—f——ix—_- . - = |

i Saps{infy. Approx. size face. | ADDrox., size faCe, | ADprox.cize face. .PProx.sizs face. 'Approx. size face.

) S |6°x 779"x T 7'x 5Y@Tx TYOTx WV Tx BV 6V TV OVE7VI7'x BSY6'X 7T'P'x 7°(7'x 3V6'X VX Y

5 | 110 5€0 - | 858 | 60 - 198 188 ] - |reins

_ 3 =il 3 o= BREgESECS

| y g Coye. | 1.7 6 .1 194 80 I 43 | 1243 | 8389 532 | 48.3| 89 | 66.5 1,5-9 | 8,9 1.1

ustcgg, 2535. 2.8 ; 105 20 | 226 | 506 | 208 | 1287 i 23.1: 41,6 37.8 | :

_ELDHEE%Q-_M_ - | 482 2749 | = nil | 60.4 | |

Totals and 7.9 . 755 100 | 866 [116.85 137.50| 4858 | 1097 52.7 60.7 | 5.5 | 9.7 | 8.8 J
Averages. | i ; ; | |

-——

‘Note :-~ Shifts worked, 6 hours cn, 18 hours off, |
poatei bt |
Totals - ﬂ

%4 Pre o S | ORI g I Aver, No, emplo/ed per ours |
'5th Field Coy, 1218 cub.ft. | 206 man shifts aps. IEE 3 |
20 . )Work delayed by b
- )preparations for i
6th Field Coy. 2664 " o 340 * " 19 66 )opers ions, |
7th Field Coy. 2001 " " | 08 " " 37,7 37 7 ﬁ
X A
end Pioneeors 7888 * 9 L O} ™ " 210 Pnrs, %; g
: =ty ) e o o >
Total | 15735 * " |1889 ° " 2y
N - e — ; S
| Bth 8th 7th Field Company A.E. | | ~N
' 8nd Aust. Pionser En,
E- B N S i v S 2 Y S N sy o o f?(f; __ o~ U
El | | Forwarded for your information, ".f{ A Sl it 7 ¢ | \ |
“ P o & | !
N : - bR s Sannnd cAiret e 1dinm ‘I'"l-l---t.-:--I].-:-.JE GGIGHEI e L h&ii-‘ A
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: | SFOOND AUSTRALIA! DIVIGLOR,
Analysis of work on Deep Dugouts for period 6 a.m. 537:18 to 6 a.m, 10:7:18.
URNIT Average Lo - Han shifts lo. shifte Total
| of men per week, per week, cubic Tootage, Average cublc Average cubic foo'age
E per shift footage per per man per shift,
TR ! “Mf - '
Sa | £ 28 LaGed Lpprox., sSize O )} T8 [EDOrCX (8126 [4CE,
If | 7T 7Y ¥'x TETX T8 "P'x 7 ' VIS 7Y D' x 7
t
| CoYe | . |
S5 Yield e f i o T s (8
Gﬂ . | } 33 42 : !I 1-2 ’Bll
W Fi1610 | | - .. S50 =
Coye | E 3 56 | 842,28 15 7 et
wli 1180 e 1 1 ' 1%
Ploneep | 72 [5210 574 ¢ 50 - 13.7
Lo I Lot |
Totals and 4.2 ‘ 74l 78 |1%08 | 155 | 1 14 | 108 [du2.oq 1004 1R8OS | 18.5 9.5
—"hg‘g:'msi pr— ———— e e g il - *:_*h;*,*;,;_,:[gg::;;_:-z—.-t' e e S - IR .+ st - :' i e o * N sl r ~_ ree s = i i—.—_-m
iotes- Shifts worked 6 hourse on 18 hours ol'f.
Totals )L | e - .
Y, LA | 5y 5N oped pér 4 hours,
54" 0 ' 2 - |
2454 cub,ft 228 nan shifte Changed ) ¥dork i.
| - oVe I, ; delaved
2781 & » 224 * " 49 by
‘.- : | ) apmt.tg:. |
i 4211.78%. * 19.6 28 ) 2 |
, A (] :
BO74,50-" * P 1. TR AR =1
: . 18,541,75 ° ™ LS T >
B5th 6th 7th FPield Umplﬂly i.l.ll:-- f ( ; P o (: i & T _
sp¢_Augt, L lcneer En. ; - |

Eﬂ o TS T e S ore o : PrAmeandnd | , \
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‘8¢ Bth FPield Company A.E. ,ﬁpnendfx / D S
Weekly Dugout Report - Week 3:7:18 to 10:7:18,. ié?
— £ - - - —— L)
l- 8. E. 4‘- 5- 6- r?. 8- 9'
"Size B hour Adv. Cubic No. of Cubic Remarks re :
béescriptn, Location of shifts for feet men per ft per progress,
face for week excav shift shift
i week L,.ft ated. Sap Inf Average, S
Mine C. Oa1.¢ 33 Q%77 14 FEY = - |
No.92, P'cTr" 14 1 693 a .3
T —— — eSS " e — —— i i
ﬂDﬁ HJTII:-A; 5'[3!’ -?r "I,‘-'MJH'T J 6 mw
-. NF ET L - = * Aok o :
! a'x 7 7] f;‘fﬂ Lrke I o2 & Al [ E‘ T >
m e O.34b.32. 5'x¢g’' (L &’ /80 /- 5 b leaech wpg afrol

dﬂ??nuf' ‘“:;;f, :ﬁgzﬁnflldzjib
6252a¢fuﬂi;,¢¢H“qu{{i,*ﬁu ; L ::; _{!: ‘€§%7

KAP O.akc.t3 @' r0 10" eerd 2 5 . Mrcre role. -
MIHED ' w
%a oy ' |

6th Field Company A.E,

Weekly Deep Dugout Repert for week ending 6 asm 10/7/18.

1 2 & 4 5 6 7 8 9.
L \ ~ Size 6 hours Advange oOubic No., men Cubic
Degcriptn, Location of shifts Tfor week feet per feet ~emarks re
face for Lin. ft. execavy shift. Per progress,
] N week ated. Sap.Inf.shift,

ZM aJTﬁ,‘fﬂ,"fJ 7;7’ Az . f’ 232 r -4 M ?I?
Lo2e”
AFA Do .
WMo D O. {?fﬁ'bff 3’7’ < = Bk 7% 7 & * G 3
,ov /605 G 7? o 25

RéG A
k#PLﬂ;ﬁ/ Oawncosas 9e¢x+¢ 1. /76”7 ” 40 2 - 6 w oy

D .

RI¥ ‘ﬂﬂv NM2Tea 2 Gexre” 12 12 g55 2. F « 107
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