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- Whilgt at Hurdecott a nunber cf members of the Squadron-——both
‘officers and men—-tock advantage of the eoncessions grented under the
CNen~Militery HEmployment Rogul&tinnﬂ ¢f the A,I.F., and left the &g
in order to take up work in England. The remainder of 4th A.F.C.,
corprising twenty-four nffiﬂera and /We. other ranks, marched cut of
Hurdcott Camp at 10 o'elock on the momming of May 6 end proceeded to :
Fovant redlway station, where they entrained for Bnuthaw@tan. Rein fell
d during the march to the gtation; but considerably more than rain would
: have been necessary to damp the spirits of any member of the squadron
on this journey ., Southampton was reached at 2 p.m., the personnel dis-—
entraining on the wharf alongside k= H.M.T. "KAISAR-I-HIND", The work
of embarking baggage and persomnnel was immediately commenced, and wag i
garried out both qulekly snd sstisfactorily. Good &ncammﬂdatian'waa T
found on hoard the transport for all ranks, there being on bhosrd nffiﬂe
and men from 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, G6th, 7th, and 8th sauadrons, AP0,
and & small nuaber of unattached officers end men, in aaﬂition t0 &unub
fifty eivilian passengers. |
Many distinguished visitors attended at the whaxt in ardar to &
tender their farewells Lo departing friends. A consplcuous figure was
that of @xEx General Sir William Birdwood, K.C.M.G. The Lord Nayor and
Aldermen of tha City of douthampton, brilliantly apparelled in their
splendid civie robes, and ushered by thelr attendants bearinz the mace
and wands of office, mounted & plafform on the wharf, whilst the Lord 3
Mayor exprepgsged the tuanks ocf the people of bcpmhamptan tc the members
of the Aurstralisr Flying Corps for their successeful efforts during the
war. He wished the departing trocps a safe and plessant return to tnei?J
native shores, During the emharkstion, 2 military band from the Port
plaed appropriate selecticns. At six n ‘elock the lransport left the‘ih&
wharf, and. proceeded to an anﬂhnrage in the harbvor. X
phortly after six o'clock next moyrning, the "Waiger I Hind" '
weighed anchor, and the long honewsrd journey was commenced. A heauti-—
fully mild sea was encountered in the English Channel, and later in the
day the sun shone out gloriocuely. This gave =211 ranka a splendid appar_
tunity of settling down comiortably for the voyege. These pleasant __
condilions of sea and weather continued all the wey toc Port Said, and, %Q
oonEEHuEntly, only a very gmall pernent&ge of tlie men TEXE WaE trﬁublﬁd ;
by Beagiclimess. '
Fach morning at 9.30 &ll units paraded, end, helf-en-hour's !
sultable physical training was camried out. This was the only dqiky
parade; but several life-belt parades were held regulerly at beat xkxEinr
stations during the journey, and on Sundays mkk officers.and men &ttenﬁ;ﬂ
Church rarade. To¢ beneficially occupy the long hours on board, various
deck games and contests were organised. Chief of these were the inter-
unit tug-o-war and boxing munkmxk tourneye at wvaricus weignts. The 4th
AF.C., acquitted itsell creditably in these. Its tug—o-war team wes
only beaten in the final round; and Cpl. Lew won Lhe Lighi-welght
boxing vournament: The evenings were considersbly brightened by concerts
. ¢inematograph orogrammes, band performances, and dances. The A.FP.C. |
Brass Band, Orchestra, and Jezz Bend begulling many weary hours with :
thelr bri hx anc Lunﬂful selecticns . j
&hﬂrtl vefore midday on Meyl6 the "Kaisar I Hind" entered the hmx
haxrbour at Pbrt oald, eand tied udp tce the bucys at the entrance to the :
suez Cansel. To 'the wre&b disappointment oFf all ¢n boerd, no shore laﬁvep
wae grented during the two deys the transport gpent in the =@ port tal
on coel and water. To ccoupy the time & programme of Ewimmimg'&vanta
wag drawn up, and successfully caerried out adjacent te the ship's side.
A message was receilved from tahe Military CGovernor of the Port expressing
his canﬁratul&tinna upon the exemplary behasviour of the troops carried
by the "Kaiser I Hind," and regretting that his orders prevented him
from giving pﬂrm*nﬁiﬂn o the troops to enjoy shore leave at the port.
On Bundsy, May 18, the Joirney woaeg respumed an hour after mid-day .
Whilet passing Lhrnuﬁh th: Suez Cenal much amugement was experienced by
all on board ENmxExm=m at the snvious remarke shnouted from the barks of
the canal by the members of the A.I.F', stationed in Bgypt when they saw
the transport thickly crowded with Austrelian troops returning to their

native land. As soon as the Red ses was Teached, everybody on board
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commenced to suflfer the discomfort of the great tropical heat.
Unfortunz:tely, the worst part of the journey was done with a
following wind, which made existence between decks exception-
ally uncomfortable. ,
On May 22 the transport anchored in the harbor at Aden,
A stay of twenty-five hours wasmade here, and all ranks were
given leave to go ashore for 2 swim., The anchor was weighed
at 3.30 the following afternoon, and the journey resumed in
tropical heat. A bad case of sunstroke was admitted to the =
ship's hospital on May B® 24, but the natient was not from the
personnel of 4th A,F,.C, On being admitted, the sufferer was
in a very precarious condition, but determined and efficient
treatment on the part of the members of the A.A.M.C, and
A,AN.,S5. practically dragged the patient from death's door.
Half-way to Ceylon evidences of the Monsoons were encountered.
Deluges of tropical rain fell, but fadled to appreciably
alleviate the discomfort of the heat. As the result of the
high wind the sea became someWhat turbulent; these conditions
prevailling until after crossing the Equator a week later. )
~ At mid-day on May29 the transport entered the harbor at
Colombo, and anchored just inside the breakwater. Shore leave
was granted to all ranks, and everybody thoroughly en joyed
themselves amongst the picturesque surroundings of this
tropical port. Heavy rain fell during the night, and deluged
many of the troops on their return journey across the harbor %
to the ship. The transport remained in port twenty-eight
hours, and then, having been replenished with coal and water,
resumed her voyage. Fine weather was encountered, and the
Equator was crossed early on the morning of June 1. Six days
later aviolent northewest wind swept dewn on the vessel, and a
Dlg sea Wwas soon running, Fortunately exerybadyxhadxfoundxkhe
kthexx almost everybody had found their sea legs by this time,.
The same evening the mostsuccessful sccial function of the
voyage pggk”plﬁﬁ!-fsa~Eanﬂywnrnn;LBinnnr. Over two hundred
and Iifty people sat down ExEXEhuaxsx in fancy drese to the
évening meal in the saloon, and the variety and ingenuity of
the improvised fancy costumes were exceptionally good. It was
originally intended to follow the dinner with a dance, but the
rough weather prevented this. ‘However, a gband procession of -
fancy costumes was substituted, and a short impromptu programm
of musicalitems given. |
: Very few people on board failed to see the sun rise on
the morning of June 9; for with the dawn came the first glimps
of Australia. Naturally, after two or three years of wandere
ing around Burope, there was much excitement amongst all ranks
at the first sight of their native shores, The "Kaisar I Hind
anchored close to the entrance to the port of Fremantle, and
Was soon boarded by the Port Health Officer, who conducted a
striet superficial medical examination of every person on the
~8hip, The health of everybody was found satisfactory, and the
vessel proceeded to the wharf, where she was enthusiastically
welcomed by a largze number of people, Leave was granted to =ak
all ranks, and as feet were once again placed on Australian
soil land, E e, and the recent strife seemed P
inciden 'cguiggl&iﬂt&nt past. Fbu3 of thaegth.zﬁé.ﬁiﬂﬂ’.
mﬂﬂh::%;: 22;2 g:ng-;yatgu ;hair comrades and disembarked at
Frem : at 7.30 the following morni
resumed her voyage to Sydney, ey W THY. S
At daybreak on June 14 the South Australian coast was
in view on the starboard bow, and at eight o'cloek the anchor
was dropped outside the entrance to the Outer Harbour. The :
port M.0., made a medical inspection of the crew and passengers
and, everything being in order, the ship proceed alongside the
wharf shortly after mid-day. The stay in port was too short
to allow of shore leave, but all ranks wers permitted on the
;harr during the afternoon, where they were entertained at tea
y tEe local detachment of voluntary aids. At five o'clock
th Kalsar I Hind" headed for the open sea again, and the
inal stage of the long homeward Journey for the majority of
the personnel of the A.F.C. was entered upon.
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When day broke on June 16 the transport had negotiated
the Heads at Queenscliff,but a good deal of delay took place
before the necessary medical inspection was completed and the
vessel permitted to continue her way to Port Melbourne, It
was 1n the early afternoon when the pier was eventually
reached; but once there the work of Disembarkation was quickly
commence&, andcarried out expeditiously. A large mumber of the
members of the squadron continued the Journey to Sydney the
following morning. The final scene in the great drama was
enacted mm early in the aftermoon of June 16, when the YXEXKESX
Victorian members of the Squadron, just prior to disembark-
ation, sald good-bye to the men from New South Wales, It was
the last occasion upon which the m:jority of the members of
the 4th $quadron, Australian Flying Corps, assembled together,
Doubtless many of them will meet again---not only in every
town and city in Australia, but right throughout the crowded
highways and the wide, lone places of the whole world. Where-
ever twWwo or more of them meet each other, one thing restsazsux
assured---their thoughts will go winging back to those happy
times of splendid comradeship and strenuous endeavour amongst
the pleasant fields of Britain, khe along the straight tree-
bordered roads and straggling villages of Francem, the wind-
swepl desolations of Belgium, and the final weeks with the
Army of Occupation on the Rhine,
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