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COFPY,.

Glasshouse lts.
Queensland,

Official Historian, /& unftrglives O
CANBERRA, Pt )L,((_ 79’7{;77_ /?ﬂ;:/y/f?.

Dear Sir,

For some considerable time I have eonsidered writing Canberra
to have the viewpoint expressed below conveyed to correct authority.
I have addressed this to O0fficial Historian but at the moment I am
in doubt if the office exists, I trust this will be passed on to
proper authority.

My reason for writing is in reference to what mist surely
be important ommissions from C. E. W, Bean's "0fficial History of
Australia in the War of 1914-1918" Volume VI,

I refer particularly to failure of the 0fficial History
to record that such a unit as "The Australian Corps Signal Coy", was
formed in France in March 1918 and consisted of approx. 360 O0fficers
and other ranks, all specialists and under command of Col. (Bull)
Williams.

This unit took over from R.Es. and by doing so completed
the position that Australian Corps was completely A. I.F, Several
rare personal exceptions was retention of Gen. Fraser and Carruthers
and a couple of staff in Intelligence but no B. E. F. unitse a8 prior
to this B. E.F. men had done all our sig work at H. Q.

As one of first five A, I.F, sigs to be drafted to Corps,
I can state the intention was to have a slow changeover sprecad over

approx. 3 months, but events proved otherwise,

I joined Corps H.Qo at Fletre approx. 7th March 1918. The
break through in the South a Tortnight later caused a sudden change
in all plans and within a month the changeover waes complete and
at Villiers Bocage and later at Bertangles Aust Corps Sig Coy was
breaking all Corps Sig records in France, in effect we were doing
L4th Army Sig work, as communications were so disorganized in the
rear we were doing the work at Corps.

Iater when Gen. lMonash tcok over he stepped up the work uf
communications to enable the August 8th offensive to go "according
to plan",

In studying C. E. W, Bean's Volume VI which I understand was
final, I find the only reference to 8igs is as shown in Index: page
27, shown as ®Signal Corps 28, 684n, 1013n, 10lin,

A brief look at these pages will no doubt satisfy that the
references are not really applicable to Signal Corps, the references
being to various unit signal details.

I do not know that anything mueh can be done about that
record now, but I would be pleased to hear from the appropriate
person just what may be done? or if something is on record Where?
and how mgy I obtain a copy.

As the signal mechanic who had the exceptional job of

looking after Corps H. Qs phones, being in daily attendance on phones
of Generals Birdwood, White, lMonash, Blamey, Coxen, Foote, free and
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complete access to all staff offices, my unique experience hsas
many highlightss All these officers with exeeption of General
Monash were so friendly the job was extremely interesting, yet I
may add quite important. General Monash was the unapproachable,
but his "Memoirs" explain his reticence - "he was busy planning the
offensive which ended the war,"

I beligve my drafting to Sig Corps H. Qs may be worth
recordinge.

As Lth Pioneer reinforcement drafted to Special Sig
Training H.Qe , Bedford, U.K. , I was classified later as an
Instrument Repairer, and as such was one of five details drafted
to take over from R.E's at Heavy Artillery H.Q. , Locre (near
Bailleul) approx. lst March 1918.

Five details viz., Telephonist, telegraphist, tally-
clerk, despatech rider, and self, mechanic, were treated badly
by the B, E.F. staff officers at Artillery H.Qe. and at end of week

we were put into a heavy truck with all gear and left for an
unknown destinations

To our surprise we pulled up outside a staff H.Q. at Fletre
with the sign G. 0.Ce, As I.F, over the door, and a smiling genial
General we knew afterwards to be Brudenell-=White welcomed us and
advised "the General will see you straight away”. To our dismay
we strolled in to a table to find General Birdwood sitting waiting.

He very soon put us on the spot by saying "You chaps
have been returned from Heavy Artillery H.Q. Do you know why?"

To whieh we replied "No, Sir". "Birdie'" eyed us soberly
for a little while - no doubt enjoying our discomfort as we were
all just scared kids, then added shortly "You have been returned
as INCOMPETENT" then smilingly adding '"The Australians have done
everything asked of thems Artillery H,Q. did not want you. I doo
You are now on my staffe What do you do?" (and as each one of
us said) "I am a telephonist, mechanic'" etec., so did "Birdie"
say "You will be my telephonist" - my mechanic, eteo"

i

To complete the page an indication of highlights. When
the A.I.F. went south and we followed to find no existing sig
commmnications in Amiens area - actually no area maps available
and units couldn't even give any location.- despateh riders were
given a stack of messages and had to canvass area to find units to
deliver to. These units were mostly stragglers of B.E.F. completely
bushed,

A few weeks ensued before we were properly set up at
Villiers Boecage, but after a couple of weeks there we had to start
all over sgain at Bertangles approx. 5 miles South 10 miles Amiens.
The British General who took over from "Birdie" at Villiers Bocage
brought up as part of his Corps Troops @bout a dozen lLondon buses
and offered '"Birdie'" "the use of some of them if Fritz broke through
again to enable us to get away safely." He also had a balloon
to enable early report of Fritz advance.

"Birdie" declined very decidedly stating "We stay put,
we go forward not back."

Hoping to hear from you.

Yours faithfully,
(8gdo) Je L. Smith
3600 Corps Sig Coye
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17 Eton Rd.,
Lindfield. N.S.W.

4 July, 1956.

Dear MeGrath,

I'm sorry that the Australisn Corps Signal Company
did not receive a mention in Vols VI of the 0fficisl History
of 1914=8, If I had known some of the interesting facts

mentioned in lMr. Smith's letter they certainly would have
been mentioned.

I don't know whether any account of the signal service
was written - an opportunity occurred after the war when part
of the Anzac Book Fund was spent in helping units to publish theilr
histories; about twenty or more were published, but I doubt if |
they contained any for the signal companies.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd" ) C. E. W.Bean,

I think it would be worth attaching his letter, or =a
copy of it, to the unit diary containing the reports ete.
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