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Narrative by Lieut,.R.Dunkley.

I was in charge of "A" Company,59th Battalion in the recent big
Allied advance on the Somme Front., At 2 dglock on the morning of 8th
August, 1918, my battalion moved forward under Lieut-Col,Scanlan,strict
discipline for night marching being observed; there was no talking above
a whisper,no smoking,and every man made as little noise as possible
whilst marching over the boggy,shelltorn country.

Every man in my company fully realized that the whole success of
the operation depended on the enemy knowing nothing whatever of our

: intention to attatk, |

At 3.30 aem. I was shown my Company position on the " hopping off "
tape,everything then was very quiet,there was very little gun or
machine -gun fire from either side,and nothing to delay my men in getting
into position in artillery formation; every man took advantage of what
cover wasg available, such as bits of broken trenches and shell holes,

At 3,50 a.m, I reported to my C,0. that my company was in position. On
my left I was in touch with the 3lst Battalion, Australians and on my
right,with "D" Company, 59th Battalion.

ZERO Hour was 4,20 a.m, and exactly to the second our guns of all
calibres opened fire on enemy positions; the noise was deafening, it
geemed as 1if the whole of our guns on the Western Front opened fire at
the same minute., Soon after our barrage opened, a thick fog was visible
and with the smoke caused by the bursting of our shells,it made things
very much worsej; I could not see my hand before my face.

At ZERO plus 1 hour our advancé commenced,it was difficult to see
the man next to you and you could not hear each other speak for the
noise of gune and bursting shells, After covering about -200 yards I had
to use my compass to maintain direction, By this time the fog had -
got worse,once I calléd out and wes answered in German,a crowd of Hun
prisoners were passing through us on their way back; we knew then that
everything was going well in front and that the 2nd Division were -
advancing. Soon after this,in trying ds=—$teying to get along tc my
right flank I got out of touch with my company and it was 10 minutes
before I picked them up again. At ZERO hour plus 4 hours I was due to
reach the green line ( our point for "leap-frogging" a battalion of the
2nd Division) but an hour before this time I was within 300 yards of it
with my Company,less one platoon,which had become detached., By this
time the fog had vleared and everyone was very much relieved,we could
gsee sach other and I was soon able té& get my Company re-organized and
move along to the "GREEN LINE". Prisoners byrmow were coming back in
bunches of 20,40 and 350, : |

I found things rather congested on the "GREEN LINE" and the Company
on my left was occupying most of my Company front. Enemy shells were —
falling pretty thickly and heavily and I had a few casualties;two tanks
were knocked out on my front and I was much relieved when two more came
to the rescue and our advance commenced again.

Enemy machine gune were spitting fire from hornet nests on our
front and flanks but caused few casualtiesy the tanks did wonderful
work in knocking out these strong posts by gun fire.

The Hun does not like the Tank and from what I could see he always
came out of his hole and put his hands up before the Tank got nearer
than 300 yards to him, Ve .

The villege of BAYONVILLERS was right on my Company front and I
expected some trouble from there; my inbtructions were to round it to
the right,which I did. There were two machine guns (enemy) firingfrom
the right edge of this village but they did not delay us, they mEm were -
effectively dealt with by a tank. Just to the right of the village a
battery of 77 m,m. was firing at us at point blank range and did not cease
fire until we got within 200 yards of them; most of the personnel of this
battery were killed,the remaining five we tcok prisoner. . |

After skirting this viliage,I worked my Company round to the left ‘
and again covered my allotted front. The 3lst Battalion on my left kept |
well up the whole day, and I never once lost touch with them. oo
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e My company met with very little oprosition from here to the RED LINE 2

which wase just in front of HARRONNIERES,T halted my Company here according

to orders and "B" Company of my Battalion who were in support went through

3

‘the village and mopped it up. ~o e
When I got word back from Captain Southwell that every thing was right |

I took my Company through the village and then "leap-frogged" "B" Company *ﬁ

and made a bid for my mnal objective,the "RLUE LINE", i

T met with stubborn oppeisi copposition when 200 yards from the goal,
one machine gun was firing from the station which was my Right flank in
the blue line,and another machine gun was énfilading us from the left.
T was held up for 15 minutes,I then saw & tank on the way home 80 1
chased it and told the officer in charge of my troublesshe kindly é
consented to "about turn" and made for the a stationjmy Company followed 1
the Tenk and got into our position in the old trench system in- the |
"BLUE LINE". We got 2 M.Guns, 1 officer and 23 other ranks at this

I at once consolidated the outpost line and in turn my men hed a rest

"
A
and a well earned feed. . i
Right from start to finish my men were high spitited ard many a remark “%
overheard convinced me that it was one of the most interesting day's E
fighting they ever had. I cannot speak too highly of the men under my
command; they were calm under fire and were given the opportunity of )
using their jnitiative,which they took advantage of. T have never seen
the morale of these troops higher than on this occasion. I established
a very strong outpost line on my front, I had 4 Machine Guns,l2 Lewlis
cuns and 1 captured machine gun mounted on the .front. .
I got 5,000 additional rounds of S.A.A, from a carrying tank and also
o poxes of grenades., It is just as well for the Hun that he made no
counter attack that night gs our men were very wide awake and ready for
him. At 11 a.m, next day were standing to agaln ready to move forward
— in support of the 58th Battalion,we followed them to the GREEN LINE in
advance of VAUVILLERS®and were there “19&p—frﬂggadﬂ by the 1lst'Division
who resumed the attack. :
We were then ordered back to a position in reserve.
Right throughout the 2 days fighting my cagualties were very light,
1 had % men killed and 17 wounded. _ _
My Company took ower 150 prisoners 5 machine guns % trench mortars.
1 coneider the work of the tanke in this advance absolutely beyond
praise; in my opinion if we had enough tanks we could go to BERLIN.

| ad/ R.Dunkley, Lieut.
11.8.18. 0.Ce "A" Company,59th Battalion.
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Nerrative of Sergeant L,J.Trekardo,
Thursday 8th August,1918. Time 3.50 a.m, Place, on the tape,
Here we were lying extended,waiting for the barrage to open. At last,
exactly at 4.20 a.,m, they opén up,and what a bombardment,guns of all
calibre joining in the din. It also brousht us a welcome relief;we
were then allowed to light the soothing cigarette and only those who
have been in & similar position know what that means., Exactly at 5.20a.m,
we hopped off the mark in a dense fog. Moving along towards the 2nd
Division objective one was struck with the numberse of enemy dead lying -
about. Truly the guns had done their work. Of this Division's work I
will not attempt to deal with. At last we arrived at our meeting place
P, had aypest and & smoke and prepared to move forward, The fog had .
disappeared and the sun was shining brightly. With the Tanks in the
lead we moved on again advencing in Artillery Formation. In this
particular position we came under heavy artillery fire from'fleld guns
Piring at point blank range. OWing to the coolness of all hands the
casuslties were very light. We quickly moved forward and captured this
pbattery,the enemy gunners retreating in disorder with the tanks in
.quick pursuit. We kept on &dvancingfmabting_with practically no
resistance. Skirting the Right edge of BAYONVILLERS and before many
minutes had passed arrived at the edge of HARRONNIERBS, After the
ranks and armoured cars had passed through the village we followed.
On the other side of the village the enemy had posted numerous
snipers and machine gun nests, These were quickly dealt with by the
tanke and we again moved forward reaching our objective by 10,30 a.m.
Here we dug in,consolidated, and waited for the counter-attack which
did not eventuate. Next day anhout 10,45 a.m, We got orders to move
again., This time the enemy put up a splendid resistance using his
machine guns and snipere to the best advantage. Owing to brilliant
leadership and the noted resource and initiative of the "diggers",
these were quickly dealt with,the Tanks again doing their full share |
of the werk. The enemy this time attempted to counterattack but failed
utterly,being driven back in disorder.
From this on,everything was good going.until we at last reached
our objective. Here we hopped into Fritz's positions and after the
1st ‘Division had advanced most of the boys got out their bread and jam
and made themselves comfortable,
The co-operation of the tanks,armoured cars,earoplanes,artillery
and infantry was excellent. The Tanks especially did wonderful work
»  in knocking out enemy machineé gun posts and strong points and to give
them their full justice,one can only repeat what was gald on all sides,
"They '11 do me ", I must also mention the wonderful coolness of the
men. Their work was just like one would see on the parade ground.
T must also here mention the cavalry. Although we could not followk
them in their work the traces they left of 1t W&4 quite sufficient,
and spoke volumes., This was perhaps the first time they had been
seen in action in any number and no doubt to see them coming along in
line with the patrols out in front was perpaps the finest sight of the
day . :
0f course the event was not without its humourous incidents,the
most striking perhaps was the capture of a relief train containing
a number of the enemy and also a big gun. This was quickly moved
out of "no man's land" back to our own country. It was altogether a
great day,everybody being in the highest spirits and full of
confidence; old debts were paid back and a few more contracted but you
may take it from me that these debts will be pald in full next time we
have a go at the HuB.

8d/ L.J.Trekardo, Sergeant.
No.2 Platoon.
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Q; | Operations of 8th and 9th August,1P1E.

Narrative of E/Liaut.F.S.Gunn.

O e e L S M S S

We moved off from tapes at ZERO plus 1 hour. There was a heavy
fog which prevented one from seeing more than about 10 yards
in front. As we moved out we lost all connection the fog being
the cause of this. We were marching on a compass bearing of

LVl 120 and were thus able to keep at least our direction. On

| proceeding forward we came in contact with a great number of
the 2nd Division who were lost and had no idea of their
direction. I ordered these men to follow me and took them

o , right on to their objective. In the meantime,the fog cleared
slightly and we were able to see up to about 300 yards aheal,
and found ourselves on the ocutskirts of WARFUSEE- LA MOTTE;
here we halted in a sunken road and reé-organized as far as
possible. On looking at my watch I found that we were about
half an hour before time so walted until correct time to move
on and started again with about half of the Company,arrived
at 2nd Division objective,namely the GREEN LINE, and the
remainddr of the Company Jjoined us there,

T then moved forward in artillery formation at ZERO plus
4 hours 10 minutes with the remainder of the Company. We struck
very little opposition until arriving at BAYONVILLERS where we
encountered a few machine gunse and a battery of light artillery.
e then pushed on to HARBONNIERES and on arriving there I went
forward with my platoon to a street allotted me, to mop it up,
and had no opposition whatsoever, We passed through the wvillage
to the East end and there struck strong M.G.flre which prevented
us from moving about at all., I was then detailed off to take
a patrol to see what was in the wood in front of us.0On arriving
there we were fired on by l.Gs and snipers, I managed to shoot
one of the latter,but only to wound. As I was observing the
situation a party of "A" Company men came down from the Left
flank and the enemy in the corner house seeing that he had our
men on either of his flanks,came out and gave himself up, and

- many more ran from the trench in front and we were able to have
some good shooting a nd managed to kill one or two.

On the day following we had orders that we were to support
the 58th Battalion in an advance and accordingly moved up into
position and waited to follow them at about 300 yar®és,in
artillery formation; while we were waiting Captain Southwell
was wounded and carried out on a stretcher,this left me in
charge of the Company. At about 1.30 p.m, the 58th Battalion
went forward and we followed them at the specified distance;
during the advance tne artillery fire from the enemy was strong
and we had s few casualties, We were about 1000 yards from our
objective when the tanks that were preceding the lst Division
came through our lines,we then received much heavier artillery
fire, At this time we were getting heavy M.G. fire,but on the
tanks pushing fmrward it s2oon ceased, We arrived at a line on the
flank of VAUVILLERS and were heavily enfiladed by M.Gs and snipers.
This continued until we arrived at our objective,which was a road

running into VAUVILLERS; here we remained for about half an hour,
in the trenches there., I then received orders that the Gmmpanias
were to return to thelr old line at HARBONNIERES.

On the morning of the 10th we moved back to DAQURS.

| : sd/ F.S.Gunn, 2nd.Lieut.
Y . = 59th Battalion,A.I.F.
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Narrstive by B/Liaut.S.T.HETrint.

At 2 a.m, on the morning of the g8th August,1918, "B" Company
agsembled and moved off ,under cover of darkness,with the Battalion
to take up our position behind the lst wave., We reached oud position
about 3.45 a.m, and waited for the bombardment to commence., ZERO was
at 4.20 a.m. Visibility was poor owing to the darkness and a heavy

. migt which rose from the neighbouring flats.,
| As soon as the barrage fell the air became even more dense
* owing to the smoke., Not one enemy shell fell near our platoon during
the interval between ZERO and our-"hopping over",
At 5.20 a.m, we went 'over the top'. One could only see about
20 yards shead. Efforts were made to keép in touch with our neigh-
bouring units but connecting files were lost and so it was decided
to keep the platoon as intact as possible. We advanced in lines of
sections., NO landmarks were visible to aid us,and our only compass
wag useless owing to theé amount of steel in the air. We could only :
keep going ahead and shortly came upon two platoons of the 31st
Battalion, They were advancing across our path, We diverged more to
the South and heard some M.G. fire ahead. Soon after we met some
secattered sections of the 2nd Division with a tank on a metal rocad.

The officers held e consultation and we decided that we were
on the Hast-West Road a short distance from WARFUSEE. The tank moved
along the road followed by the 2nd Division men and we moved on to
the South-East through the fields, _

We passed several German trenches completely shattered with
many dead lying about. A number of Germans came '‘from the dug-outs.
We took them prisomer and sent them to the rear. About 39 were
collected in this part. When the sun rose above the mists we could
see a village on our left,so kept straight on and passed more dugouts

. and aleo 2 artillery positions,with most of the gune gone.Two were
: still in their Eita,but damaged. We tThen arrived at our objective,
the "GREEN LINE". We re-organized and found we were nearly an hour
before cur scheduled time. Our 0,C, arrived then and we were moved
forward ready to advance with .the tanks as our barrage lifted.
Meanwhile the 2nd Division were consolidating.

At about 8,20 we moved on in lines of sections in artillery
formation with the tanks covering our advance. There we were under
fire from th e enemy's guns. - ,

On the South of BAYONVILLERS we came upon a battery of small
field guns. The Tanks dealt with them and put them out of action,
Arriving at the South-East corner of the willage we had to wailt as
our right flank was in the air and we were ahead of our time again,
When we saw the Units on our Right advancing we moved on also. We had
no resistance from there to the next village,HARBONNIERES,our
ocbjective. The tanks surrounded the village and then entered. We
followed through to mop up. I took a section and mopped up the
Northern portion of the village. No opprosition was encountered,but
® we captured 35 prisoners from cellars etc,, and also came across
a Divisional Headquarters already packed up reafly to move off. Two
horses were in the stables harnessed up,

We moved through the village and joined our unit to find they
had been held up about 100 yards from the edge of the village. We
garrisoned the old teench and prepared for a counter attack.

About 6 p.m. the aeroplanes dropped the signals that warned us

that the enemy was massing for a counter-attack. Nothing happened on
our front.
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59th BATTALION  A.I,F. APPENDlX& ?5‘

?,B?’ Operations of 8th and 9th August,1918,

ﬁarrative by Lieut.M.R.Gallander,M.M.

I
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At 2 a.m., on the 8th August I moved with the Battallion to the
"lay out" position and got my platoon into position on the tapes well
before ZERO hour. At 4.20 a.m, our barrage opened and at ZERO plus
30 minutes I moved forward with a scouting party with the object of
reaching the 2nd Divisional Objective in time to have a look over the
ground forward and see the position before our battalion went forward
for the second objective.

A very heavy fog had settled down Jjust before ZERO and this made
observation impossible so we decided to work our way down the East-West
Road until we reached a suitable crose road to take us to about the

centre of our objective. Enemy machine guns were very active and we had
not gone far before both Lieut,Stevenson and Sgt.Little were hit. We
passed a number of prisoners coming back,who seemed to have had a rough
time under our barrage, The 2nd Division troops were very mixed on
account of the fog but the general direction was easy to keep by the
rising sun, They met with little opposition ae the tanks were dealing
very effectively with enemy M.G. positions. I found them consolidating
on the GREEN LINE well before the time that had been allowed.This gave
our battalion a chance to re-organize and we moved through them just as
the fog was lifting at ZERO plus 4 hours, "C" Company being in support
to "B" Company on the Right. A few shells landed among us during the
advance but I had no casualties in my platoon. The tanks at this time
were doing splendid work and the enemy could be seen evacuating the

" positions in front of us. On reaching the RED LINE we followed the tanks
into HARBONNIERES and found no enemy troops in the village so we pushed
on to our objective which was to have been the support line in rear of
"p" Company. We were fired on by enemy machine guns on the Eastern

- outskirts of the town and as we could not get into touch with "D"

Company ,we took up our position from the Road W.l2.c.l1l.6., along the

Railway line to W.18.a.4.,4. with our right flank swung back along the

light railway line towards the town. One tank was in front of us at this
poipgt and the enemy M.G. fire was very severe.

We had a good few casualties getting into position and after I
had posted my platoon to the bestn advantage, I saw Lance Corporal
Gibson making towards and enemy M.G. post that had been giving us a good
deal of trouble,and shortly afterwards,the whole garrison,consisting

- of about 20 huns surrendered to this plucky N.C.0. We consolidated the
pogition and then found that with the assistance of a tank,we were to
move forward into the blue line. Shortly afterwards the tank was put
out of action and we could not mowve forward. Patrols were sent out after
dark and reported enemy working parties in the old British line.
Otherwise the night was quiet. '

When the contact planes flew over the enemy lines at dawn we
noticed that they were not fired on and as we could see the Cavalry
working ahead on the Right, Lieut.Binder took two men and went forward
to the old support line. There was no sign of the enemy there so0 he
ordered me to move the company forward and establish poste along the
line with the object of moving onto the old front line,and was then
called to B.O.R.

. When I returned to the Company I took three platoons forward |
and posted them along the BLUE LINE but could not get into touch with |

"D" Company on the Right. |

| Captain Smith came to my position shortly after 11 a,m, and said |
that the 58th Battalion should have gone through us at 11 a.m, We could

see troops moving forward on our right front and as the enemy was |
evacuating their old Headquarters rectly in front of us,Captain |

Smith decided to take the three platoons over and rush thelr position.
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Operations of 8th and 9th August, 1918,

~ ogt 59th _ BATTALION  A,I.F.
- - :

Narrative by Privats H.Pﬁlmer.

On the morning of Aupust 8th,we marched on to the white tape,
which was. our starting point,at 3.40 a.m,,and we all singled into
ehell holes along the tape. |

The barrage opened up at 4.25 a.,m, and it was the heaviegt shell
fire I have ever heard as far as our artillery is concerned. We hardly
got a shell in return where we wWere. . ;

| we moved forward at 5.20 a.m. under s heavy mist and 1t was yery
hard to keep in touch with those on the left andright offi us as we
could only see a few yards elther way. ‘Well,we managed to get to the
ond Divieion final objective,With the exception of two or three men,
we stayed for 45 minutes to re-organise,and this was done in very
quick time; we were all in our places to go through the 2nd Division.,.
While we were waiting the Tanks were getting in fresh supplies from
the supply tanks which had just arrived,then there was an air fight,
in which Fritz got one of our scouts, A great shout rose from all the
boys for on the extreme left our artillery was seen galloping into
action and they were soon banging away.
At 8.45 we moved forward with "y Company in the lead and the
' tanke scouting about well ahead of them. We had gone 5 kilometres with
the enemy's artillery and snipers pretty active, but still we hardly
had a casualty till we reached a sunken road on the Right of |
HARBRONNIERES. The platoon on the right of our Company,which was in
two sections in artillery formation got a shell each and they all
became casualties,with the exception of two.

We reached our objective at 11.50 a.m,, as We thought ,and started
to dig in., The enemy snipers Were vVery active but they did not meet
with any success for he did not get a man, The order then came through
that we had not reached our final objective and that we had to move
forward to a trench about 500 yards from where we were,and running in -
front of HARBONNIERES. The tanks and cavalry had been scouting about
in front of us for some time so we thought it would be gquite easy to
take, so off they started at 4 p,m,,one platoon going to the right

" and another going down the slope towards the Road. The platoon that
was on the right reached the trench with only one casualty but the
enemy 's snipers got on to the platoon coming down the slope and nearly
a1l became casualties. The remainder reached the trench about 7 pem.
and thus ended the lst day.

second Daxjﬁuggat 9th.

Tt had been very quiet during the night. The enemy got two direct
hits on HARBONNIERES Church. The scout planes were dropping ammunition.
At 1 p.m, the remainder of the Company was ordered to move forward
to the said trench in front of HARBONNIERES which we did under heavy
machine gun fire,but we reached it with no casualties, About 3 pe.m,
we were ordered forward again and we had gone about 1,000 yards when
the tanks went through us. Prisoners were running towards us from all
directions. We had gone four thousand yards under direct shell fire,
- when the lst Division went through us. We continued to support them
. for some time until their supporting files came in sight and then we
were ordered back to our old position. When we arrived there we were
re-organised and taken to a trench in front of HARBONNIERES,and to the
right,and there we remained forthe night,and the next day marched
back for a rest which without a doubt,up to the present,we are getting.

sdf H.Pelmer Pte,
"p" Company. 59th Battalion.
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Operations of 8th and 9th August, 1918,

" 265

Narrative by Sergeant W.F,Skinner.

e N e —

our company moved into poeition,about.-80 yards in rear of the
hop off tape,and were placed out in platoons in extended order. Then
the 0.0, and myself went round tne platoons and we got our time pieces
out and set them to ZERO time,wnich was 5.30 a,m, |,
; Shortly after we got inte position we heard our old friends the
tanks humming along,then rritz woke up and started throwing a few *
-~ shells across,but not for very long. About a minute before the
barrage I said to tue v.C. "a minute to go",then down came tue barrage, .
with a most dreadful din. Then Fritz shut up; ne did not even shoot
up a flare,an unusual thing for him, and i tu.nk we must have mesmerised .
the lot of them, | '
About 2 minutes before the hop off time,we moved our platoons
into position on the hop off tape. Thenwe started off on our job,
through a terribly dense fog and I can tell you that the officers and
N.C.08 had their work cut out trying to keep their men together,
After we had been going about half an hour we caught up to the 2nd
Division and moved on with them to their objective,then with a bit
of Foch strategy,we got ocur platoons organized and had to wait an
hour and twenty minutes before we moved on as we were far too early on ‘
the job. During our spell we had a bite to eat and.a bit of a refresher. 1
Then we started off chasing the wily Hun,but we did not see too much 3
of him in the morning as there were too many Donaldsons among them, ‘

Here and there during the morning as we got along, small batches of -
Roche machine gunners hopped out of their funk holes and "camaraded" -
at the "toute" and we had no need to show them the way out,they were .5

off ag hard as their legs could carry them, znd I must state that I '
omitted toe say that they had their souvenirs out,ready to be relieved
of them by the edger diggers as we pushed on towards our ohjective;
Then the most thrilling incident of -the stunt occurred; in the
near distance we saw a German field gun and I can tell you we weren't
" loag in slapping "D" Company 59th Battalion on it (in big letters),
but the diggers did not wait to examine it,they were too eager to push
on, Just as we passed the gun,up hopped a big Fritz,with full pack,
and did a good steady double for about 500 yards to get well clear of
the advancing diggers. , |
As we were nearing the village of HARBONNIERES,I saw the most
gruesome sight,I have ever geen in my lifej;it was one of our brave
airmen who had been brought down during the advance;his plane had been
set on fire,and there lay his charred body on top of the plane,face
upwards, : =
On reaching the far side of the village we found that we had
gained our objective,80 we quickly got to -work and consolidated our -
position and put our outposts out, Then our fun began;we started
sniging,and before we had been there long we had the hun that perfect
at "Lizdrd. Drill",that he hardly gave us a chance to get a shot at him.
Then we got the order to move forward on our left to a depth of about
200 yards and T can tell you it was a hot little stuht while it lasted.
Another little incident that struck me as being very funny,was when one
of our tanks went forward to a small wood and started peppering it
with shrapnel, and it was not very long before he had a tribe of the
wily Huns marching out in front of him and also some behind him,
running for the ¥zkk lick of their lives to catch up to the rest, E
We then lay back to rest,feeling a bit weary after our day's work, .
and I must not omit to say that just at this particulanrtime our worthy '
friend the Quartermaster came to light with plenty of steak and potatoes,
go*we sat back at ease and ate to our heart's content. :
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Operations of 8th and 9th August,1918.
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Narrative by Sergeant F.F.Clausen,
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"D" Company of the 59th Battalion having reached its assembly
position on the night of the 7th/8th August,awaited the signal to
advance to its jumping off position which had yet to be taken by
the 2nd Division.

There was.no doubt in .the minds of the Company that there would be
any hitch in the arrangements. It was taken for granted that the

£ 2nd Division would clear away the guns and that we shoulld sweep
forward to our objective without too much trouble from shell fire.

At the appointed time the barrage opened all along the front,
and the sound of its music was cheering to our boys who chuckled
gleefully over the surprise the Boche would get.

When our turn came to move up to the jumping off line a dense fog
hid the whole countryside; 80 much so that a man could not be seen
more than a few yards away. Well before the scheduled time we
arrived at the GREEN LINE and re-organised into the formations
planned,

As we moved off,the fog cleared and we could see the country
ahead of us with the village of BAYONVILLERS on our left and a few
likely looking spoks for machine gun posts near the Right flank.

In this part of the advance the most serious opposition came
from a couple of field guns(assisted by machine guns) which fired
point blank into our troops and inflicted a number of casualties
before our men with great gallantry rushed the position and dealt
with the Boche who remained, in suitable fashion.

Beyond this point to the objective the trouble was to get into -
touch with a fleeing enemy,machine guns rattled and spat viciously X
but the men behind them soon retired as they saw the enemy advancing i

o B

"_;-_'.I__l::
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steadily on them,
The rapid retreat of the enemy on this sector was of course helped

on by the tanks accompanying us; these engines of war looking like
some uncnuth prehistoric monsters raising thair'ugly snouts in search
of victims," put the wind fair up the Fritz" in the vernacular of the 1
Army . i

The sight of bodies of Cavalry operating on our flanks also . 3
encnura$ed the troops and there were hearty cries of "give'*them "
Cavalry" when the horsemen swept past. 1

Having reached our final-objective "D" Company took up its "
assigned, pogition on the right of the village of HARBONNIERES.

About 800 yards from right front was a slight ridge dotted with
trees and dugouts,and numerous Boche were seen scurrying in and out.

On our left front was a small thickly wooded copse whence enemy
machine gunners and snipers annoyed us a great deal.

Towards evening the Company, under heavy machine gun fire improved
its position and cleared the copse of the Boche,

On the morning of the 9th inst."D" Company moved forward with
other Companies to clear the way for the advance of the lst Division
which was to leapfrog the positions taken by the 5th Division.

Not much direct opposition was encountered as the Boche was retiring
on to a wooded ridge some two miles, -

The lst Division having advancad we moved forward in support under
a galling fire from the Boche's heavy aryillery and from numerous
machine guns posted on the ridge. By this time our troops were at
the foot of the =idgas slope leading up to the ridge but were unable to
advance in face of the heavy fire until further troops Erriving,the
flanks were turned and the advance continued. !

"p" Company having done its work then withdrew to its position
+ in front of nARBONNIERES,

The ,general feeling amongst our men was that of pleasure in h&ving
been in such a glorious chase,"It was a 'trés bon' stunt".,"I wouldn't
have missed it for worlds", were a few of the comments passed,tempered
with regret at the passing out of comrades of many a previous struggle.

—

5 7 9 5 g 1. 00 | sd/ F.F,Clausen, sergeant., :
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; _ Operations of.8th and 9th August,1918.
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Narrative by Sergeant J,M.Balding.

At 2 a.m, on Thursday 8th August,l1918, in conjunction with the
balance of "B" Company,we left our trenches im the rear of VILLERS-
BRETONNEUX and occupied some disused trenches in front of and to the
left of the same village. |

At 4,20 a.m, a terrific bombardment by guns of all callbre was
opened from our Artillery,and,under cover of this,at 5.20 a.m,,we
moved forward to the tape,only to find that "A" Company had already
left. the position. o

A messenger was sent to No. 5 Platoon to advise them of this
fact,and they went out in front of us. There was a heavy mist,which
was added to by the smoke from the guns,so coyinectihg files were sent
out to keep in touch with No S. After marching for about 10
minutes,we found that we were following part of the S58th Battalion,
which had moved out before their appointed time,and had cut our -
connection with NoO.D.

We zig-zagged for a few minutes in the mist,endeavouring to
pick up No.5 Platoon without result,and kharsffaxs therefore moved
forward on our segtor without establishing a connection.

Moving rapidly forward we came right up to the 2nd Division,
just as they were reaching their objective,and as instructions had
been issued not to mix with them,we retired a little way and worked
towards the left in an effort to get into touch with the 8th Brigade.

Just at this stage the fog lifted and we found ourselves on the
Right edge of WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT,and noticed other units of the 59th
Battalion coming up.

We soon got into touch with our 0.C.,who directed us to join
up to the remainder of "B" Company,and shortly after,all the Battalion
was rapidly organised for an advance behind the tanks,

: This was about 8 a.m,,and at this stage we noticed the first
sign of any serious artillery fire from the enemy; as previous to
that,only a few shells had come in our direction.

At 8,30 a.,m, we moved forward,covered by the tanks,and
immediately found ourselves under point blank fire from artillery
in front,but moved quickly forward to the attack,

A little in front of BAYONVILLERS our covering tank swept through
a battery of field guns which had proved very annoying,and kept their
gunners under cover until we came up and sent them back as prisoneres.

» : We then moved forward to the railway line which crossed our
gection just to the right of BAYONVILLERS,and halted here at 9,50 a.m,,
as we were ahead of time laid down for the advance.

Some of the men decided to breakfast here and were rightin the
middle of it when word was passed to meve forward. Our nlatoon was
determined that the enemy should not disturb the meal,and =x practically
every man went forward as if at a picnic,carrying a slice of bread and
cheese or Jjam, .

At 11 a.m.: we reached HARBONNIERES,No 7 Platoon entering by the
main street and being the first party into the village.

We "mopped up" the section allotted to us,working through to
the cemetery at rear,establishing ourselves at 11.30 in the sunken
road outeide the cemetery,and organised the position for defence. in
cage of a counter attack. On sending out messengers,it was found that
the people on our right had been held up ,so our platoon,No. 6., Wwas
sent in to reinforce them., .At-the same time Corporal Henley and three
men (Privates Ward,Crout,and Gribbon)patrolled the front to reot out
a machine gun which was very troublesome,and working up to the railway
line captured 30 men in the station and Cafe de Gare,

During the afternoon we were busy strengthening the position
we held as it gave a splendid field of fire to enfilade the enemy
who were strongly established. . in front of "C" Company. We had some
fine sniping practice, which we believe was the means of silencing
a sniper and machine gun post that had inflicted several casualties
among our company.

buring the-night we patrclled every hour in our immediate
front,but from the absence of flares and on account of sounds of
move ment we thought the enemy were evacuating their trenches,

%
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Narrative by Corporal Craddock,
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under cover of darkness we marched from BRETTONNEUX to trench from
which our operations were to commence, Before zERO hour,viz, 4.20 aem,,
a fog had worked up.

At Zero hour our barrage dropped and in a short time the air was
full of smoke; at 5;20 a.m., we commenced our advance in support to the
front line. The fng,aided by the smoke,was at this time very dense,
making it very difficult to maintain our bearinge, and to keep in
touch with our flanks,

Upon reaching the werman front line we noticed a tank hung up in
the trench, and also a few pviﬂﬂnerﬂ making to the rear. On reaching
.- the Bast-West Road a tank as well as troops hadl lost ite bearings and

Lieut.Herriot was instrumental in giving directions,

Our opposition thus far being practically nil,and our casuslties
the same,we were enabled to reach the first objective am hour ashead of
time, The fog had lifted now and the sun peeped through. .

Whilst waiting on ridge prior to second advance we were subjected
r $o point blank fire by enemy 77 m.m. guns, the battery being distant
about 1,500 yards, At 8.,30 a.,m, we continued,the tanks pushing on
about 300 yards ahead of us. The country at this point was good,a gentle
slope running Eastwards. At a point down the slope a battery of 77 mem,
guns was observed, This battery brought its fire to bear on our
advancing tanks,putting three cut of action before being captured,

We flanked BAYONVILLERS and advanced on HARBONNIERES on the North
side and proceeded to mop the village, Here we had a well earned drink
of hot coffee, We also took prisoner 28 of the enemy Etaﬁf,capturing
two divisional baggage wagons,packed ready for removal. “ver this a
guard was mounted.

After mopping up the village we established our line about 400
yards distant,arriving about 1l1.30 a.m,.; thus being 2 hours shead of
time,

At 11,230 a,m, the following morning we were to continue our advance
200 yards in rear of the 58th Battalion,but were unable to do so,being
considerably harassed by machine gun fire. It was only when the enemy
noticed our flanks advancing that the machine gun fire ceased, thus
enabling us to come up in line with the flanks. Just at this time the

tanks passed through us ,we following on 200 yards distant,until we
gained our objective;at this point the 1lst Division passed over us and
continued the advance.
Very shortly afterwards we moved back into supportes.

- e e — W e s

— e e
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“ ofBrter searching ccllars ste., for about 20 minutes 1 led my platcon
tc the Fastern side of the village where ] expected to find
A" and *" Company linked up in the RLUE LINE; instead, 1 emerged
from the village to find "C" Company men under Lieut,Callander,” .},
Lleut.Rinder, .0, =nd 2/Licut.iankey lined along a railway bank shout
HelBotoSu0s whare they were held up by =machine gun fire fron the
front,halfl left, and kalf right., They had sustained asbout 8 casualties
8¢ ny ten men carze in very handy., 40 this juncture I sew & man walk
forward to & small clump ¢f trees ahout 50 yards in front of us firing
his rifli¢ as he went, The mamn waes lance Cerperal Cidecn whe having
located a rmachine gun peeltion went forward in the teeth of heavy
machine gun fire to capture £t. As he neared the position,twenty
"Fritzes” came runring out tv him with their hands up leaving their
guns bahind, Gibsen slung his rifie on his shoulder and escoried the
ﬂ prisorners in, Hle aCtion 1 oonsider wae worthy cf a Victorias Crosas.
= Lieut.lindor thencalled to the Compary (o advance and oocuny the
trengh: which waszs our final conjective feor -the day,
is soon ag we hegan tc rush, however, we were cauzht by
machire gun firefrom beth flonke and loct La2lfl s douen more good ren.
Lieut,“arkey was shot through the left amm., We had only gone a few
yards so thought it wiser to retum %o cur zoeition hehind the hank-
until we could chiain azsietence from Lhe tanks. There was aaly one
tank in the vi€inity,so Celonel Scanlan gave orderse that with its
sssistance we had te occoupy the trench in front,which wxas cur
chjcctive, Flans were hurriedly formed by Lieutas.Binder and "adeson
of "0 and "U"™ Companies and the officer in charge of the tank,
Whilst "0 Company men were getting intc pesition they had three men '
killed,then the tank hroke down 80 it was decided W avolid Swsk further
casualties and remain where we were for the night and comnect up
"' and D" Companies with a line of Lewis Gun posts. The following
norning, shortly after daylight we found the "poohe" had c¢eased to
snire at us when we showed our heads above ithe bank so oconcluded that
he hed withdram. Lieut.Binder took forwarda party to rscoruwoitre,
; and finding the trench unoccupried "U¥ Jonpeny was brought forward and
' occupied it without further casuaities. 4 bombing party was then seng
foreard under Lisut.Callander followed by me with a supporting party
= to ccoupy the trench,about 50 yards in front cf us which had once
, formed the front line when tne system was occupied by Allied trocops,
BY 114%0 m.n, on the 9¢h August we had odcocupied this trench with 26
men and had sowe rare old sniping at the RBoche as they moved shout |
near the Copse in X,13.8.7%.5. We were expecting tanks and 1st Division
trocpe to move forward through us before 12 o 'clock but as they were
late in arriving the 15th Brigade moved forward aboul 1.30 p.fme.
Ceptain Smith had joined Lieut.Callandsr and 7 myseclf about 1 o'clock,
80 whnen e gawW trooye on our left moving forward he gave us the order to
go forward. A= scon as we left our trench we wore nmet with a shower of
machine gun fire,but continued to hurry forward upon his dugouts and
huts, about 400 yards in front of ue. These dugouts and shelters were
literally full of "Hune” and I estimate that "{" Company alone, took
over 200 hundred prisonere from there, The place was evidently a
tivisional lesdquarters.

After mopping this place up we Soutinued to advance without Tankse
for about 800 yarde when the tanks followed by lst Divisional troons
caught us up. Our men mixed among the new comers and oontinued to |

- advance $to ahout ¥,15.b, where we came under very heavy artillery and
nathine gun fire from a hill in X.18 a & b, We were lying in cover
when Lieut,Telfer arrived,all out of breath,with orders from Col,
scanlan that the 59th Battalion were to drop out of tle fight.and
retur® % the PLUR LINE,shich we did.
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Operations of 8th and 29th August,l1918.

Narrative of Lieut.A.J.Pinkerton,

“ 068

I was in charge of Headquarters Details and,on the night of
August 7th/8th we moved in the rear of the Battalion to a position
allotted to us on the tape, The strictest silence was observed
during the march to the tapes., The night was calm and only an
occasional shell or bust from a machine gun could be heard. We reached
the tape without a casualty and got into position,taking full advantage
of any cover,such as shell holes and trenches, Zero Hour was 4,20 a.m,
on the morning of the 8th and on the second of that time every gun
opened fire. The noise was deafening. We remained in this position
till ZERO plus 1 hour.

By this time a very thick fog,intensified by smoke,had gathered,
making it impossible to see more than ten yards in front.

I moved with Headquarters in centre rear of the Battalion but
owing to the fog I found it necessary to use my compass so as to keep
direction., We had not gone far before we mey a number of prisoners
on their way to the rear and we knew that in spite of the fog things
were going all right. We halted in atrench after we had gone about
1,000 yards and I went to the East-West Road,marching by compasg,so as
to make sure of our location. Soon after this the fog 1ifted and the
advance was much simplified.

We reached the GREEN LINE at mid-day and were due to pass through
there at 12.20 p.m. The Battalion was rapidly re-organised and at
12.20 p.m. the tanks,followed by the Battalion made their way across
the open. I remained at Battalion Headquarters,which was established
in the GREEN LINE, for some time,and then moved with Battalion Head-
quarters to a pesition in advance of BAYONVILLERS. We stayed in this
posgiticn only a short while and moved forward to HARBONNIERES where
Battalion Headquarters wesg finally established., From this posgition
T began to run lines to Companyxs Headquarters. All companies were in
telephonic communication at 6 p.mn. Being short of cable I salvaged
a, number of lines in the vicinity and ran a line to Brigade Forward
Station .

On the morning of the 9th,HARBONNIERES was heavily shelled and
as the advance was continuing, I moved Headquarters to & position in
front of the village. I moved to the North side of the village so as to
avoid the shell fire. We came under heavy machine gun fire as we
advanced and found it necessary to tzke shelter.

Later,we returned to our original Headquarters in HARBONNIERES,
where we E¥x stayed till the following day. 2

sd/ A,J.Pinkerton, Lieut.
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Operations of 8th and 9th August,1918,

Narrative by Lisut.H.A.L.Binder,M,.C,

About 2 a.m, on the 8th August, I moved the Comnany off from

our position near VILLERS-BRETONNEUX over the hill to the tapes

on the lying out posttion., On the way we got some idea of the

strength of our artillery,as we could see guns in every imaginable
" position. We got to the tapes peacefully and without much trouble.

When ZERO time came,there wasn't any doubt about it,as
our ghns opened with a grand crash. We stralghtway 1lit up our
cigarettes and waited for our turn to move.

Just before ZERO a heavy fog came down and gave the whole
show a very weird aspect as we were lying under one of the
heaviest barrages of the war and could see neither gun flashror
shell burst. I had the feeling of being under a curtain of _
rushing noise., TWo words describe the barrage itself, Magnificent-
ly awful.

The enemy's reply was very light. Before long,small
batches of prisoners started to come through,without escort, and
doing the "camarade" act to every party of our men that they met.
When our time came to move we found it impossible to & keep
touch with flanks, and had to use all our wits in keéeping our
right direction. The sound of our guns was the best guide.

I met a tank which was wandering aimlessly about no men's
land and had a short talk with the officer in charge. Hls compass
had gone "fut" so I walked in front with my compass and acted as
tank guide. About this time I gathered up and resorganised most
of my Company who had been attracted by the sound of the tank.

After the sun cleared the fog we moved forward in proper
order until we reached the 2nd Division objective, Here we
deployed for the "leap-frog" in a dip a few hundred yards South
of LA MOTTE. At the sppointed time away we went in the approved
parade ground formation. The Hun here made a small show of
resistance with "daisy cutters" which he was firing at us over
open sights. A few men fell but the rest moved on and soon
reached the position which held the troublesome battery.

Lieut.McKay had the satisfaction of keewing knocking
some of the crew and capturing the rest. From here on,the tanks
gave us most valuable assistance by driving 2ll machine gun
opposition well in front of us. The Cavalry also came into
operation and hovered about our flanks,but were unable to find !
mich scope for their abilities. We moved on without much incident |
till we reached the village of HARBONNIERES, which my Company had |
been detailed to mop up. We followed the tanks through but the -{
men found nothing to satiefy their blood lust. After passing |
through the village our original formation weas resumed and we
soon reached our BLUE LINE objective which was the support line
of an 0ld British Defence line. As the front line company had ‘
not come up and we were subjected to a severe flanking fire from : |
the right. The Company fell back about 200 yards and faced hall-
right to deal with the opposition. This was done after a smart
fight,with the help of a female tank and the fine work of _
L.ance Corporal Gibson,who collected sbout £5 Huns off his own bat.

iy =
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Operations of 2th and 9th aﬂguag.;}ﬂ}a. :

HEMﬁiH by cvorporal F W, Gaskell,
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I was in command of #0.l2 Platoon,"U" Company during the advance /
on Bth and ¢th inst,, On the moming of the 8th I placed my platoon
on the tapes as directed,but owing t.u the heavy fog,I did not get
- woprd when the Pattalion moved off, Vhen I saw the 58th Battalion
advancing, T moved the Flatoon,less Rifle Section under 1./0Opl.¥West,
forward. L/Cpl.¥est's section which was across the road and asbout
100 yords from my own position,moved ferwWard with the Company.

Soon after I moved forward I met a party of shbout 25 to
30 prisoners,including 1 officer,moving back unescorted,so 1 nut
two men in charge of them,tc tae them to the rear. Ae T was not sure
of my way in the fog,l moved forward with = vompany of the £8th to
a point about 82D, F.32e¢beCs2, By this time the fog had 1ifted and
1 wae akhle to s86e VARFUBEE-AANCOURT and HARCELCAVE so T left the
58th and pushed forward with my platoom to P.E885.c. cent
rejoined the Company behind an embarnkment snd repcrted to »

The Company thenmoved forward in Artillery Tormation. The
tanks dealt effectively with all opposition and we had 1i'tle '
difficulty in rmmhing the rallwey which runs diagonally across the
S.Es corner of i.<. Just befere rcaching this point,we eased off
to the hight to skirt BAXGIVILLERS, We also came under the fire of
3 field guns firing at short :rmai These were socon put out of
action.

After a halt of about half an hour at the railwey,we moved

on without wuch opposition to HARBOANNIFRES., Two gun seéctions and
. a section of rifieman moved along the Right flank of the village

to cut off any cof the eneuy who may have tricd to eacape and then

tcok up pesitions just cutside the wvillage at the E.E, corner,

Avout midnight my post was moved to cormer of wood about

80 to 70 yards from positicn of Uompany Headquarters, On the morning
of t.ha gth :lnnh,!l woved up to support line of o:u French vositions
Plumnm aﬂmnud to ccoupy frent line. Machine gnn fire from front
and left flank was very hot from this hour until we moved at about

1 p.u. Ve moved ferward alwcst unhindered until we reached road
minning Nerth and South through Fast =zide of 82D, X80., where we
halted to let the lst Uivision pass through, As we neared this point
the fire,artillery and machine gun,beCame much stronger but it had
very little effect. We oclupied positions along this road until the
1at Division wae well ahead and then moved Hback in small parties to
the pogitions that we had left at 1 p.m, The tanks were of very
great sssistance during this advance and the O0fflcers and Company .
Sergeant zajor did g t work keeping the men together. Soon after

- we returned to HAKBONIIERES we moved forward to 2 line extending

from about 6zD, et w ‘31 to 10131513-51 and 1madiﬁt'1! mliﬁltﬁﬂ
and held position until we meved back at akout 10.50 a.m. on 10th inst.
On the evenaing cf 9th inst,,we weré hombed by hostile aircraft bdut

my platoon sustained no casualties. |

sd/ E,7.Caskell.Cormoral,
lio,i2 Flstoon. "C" Goltpmy 58th Pattn,

- : : e !IEE
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-P ‘)68 | 59th SATTALION A.I.F,

Operations of 8th and 9th August,l1918.

Narrative by Lance Corporal C.W.iHorgan,
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On the night of the 7th/8th August we marched to the front line.
The tape was 1l&id out for us to hop off from. We arrived there in i
the dark hours of the morning and were put in our positions by our
officers. Everything was very quiet considering that we were just
behind the front line, A few shells whistled overhead and and odd
one or two dropped fairly close,scattering the clay about over our
heads but one would not guess that a great battle was pending.

Then broke upon the stillness of the night,the roar and clatter
of our tenks as they wandered across the fields of wheat and oats
towards No lMan's Land. We knew then that we did not have long to

wait;our time to hop was close at hand.

A certain Division was to take the first objective, about three
miles forward and ocur job was to follow behind them and go on
another four miles, The. tanks were to lead us and clear the strong
posts and we had to mop up the stragglers as we went,

: At about 5.20 a.m, you would think all the machines of hell
had been let loose for all our guns in the rear opened at the same
moment and scattered their missiles of death and destruction across
No man's Land and on the German front line,and with the fog andmist
in addition to the smoke one could not see many yards in front of him
and it was impossible to hear anyone epeak.

Our time came to advance and over we went. I had not gone far
when six uermans came through the smoke, I turned on them and they gave
signe to say they had been captured and sent back through our lines, .
Oowing to the darkness and smoke we got a bit bothered in our direction
and got mixedewith another battalion on our left but as the sun began
to rise the mist cleared and we all got with our own units.

We reached the first objective an hour ahead of time and had
to wait for our guns to come up to give us Euppnrt, the tank did great
work up till now.

We got together under a bankand formed up for our job; the
barrage opened up and we went forward. We had not gone far when we
came up to some field guns firing point blank at us, TWo sections on
my left were almost wiped out with two shells and then the one on
my right got a shell in their midst. I gave my section orders to
extend to five paces and then our shell came, but I am pleased to say
only one of my men got wounded.On we went., We got the gun team in
a dugout,killed four and took one prisoner,then we hed some.snap-
shooting at Fritz running away from our tanks, The tanks went on as
if they feared nothing. When we gol near our objective we discovered
that we were half an hour ahead of time so we had a rest hehind a

railway bank, As we advanced from there the CavalXy came up to us
: and went forward. It was a great sight to see them galloping over the

opén country and the ‘enemy running in front of them, Well, on we went 3
to our final objective and our little funk holes on the right of )
HARBONNIERES, In front of us.the enemy toock up a position on the high '
|
i

T

ground about 400 yards off and then our machine guns and rifles got
to work and we were very busy for some time. We did not notice the
fatigue till we colled down and then we were all that tired that wa
could hardly move,

I was patrolling between two outposts all night but did not
encounter any Boche during the night,

On the morning of the 9th I was just having a quiet sleep
when one of our chaps came and told me to get up as we were hopping
over after Fritz again. Over we went but we did not get very far,
for a few hours he was holding some strong posts with plenty of
machine guns and rifles, _ N

= -
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268 59th _ BA ON
TE-’: = P
15th Australian Infantry Brigade. ‘4  10th August,1918,

Report on operations in which this Battalion co- operated
on August 8th and 2th,1918. -

. . . . (e S

PLAN.,

(a) The 15th Brigade were to leap-frog through the 2nd
Australian Division on the GREEN Line at ZERO plus 4 hours
with objective shown as RED Line and BLUE Line,

The Brigade attacked on a two battalion front, 59th.Left,
57th Right,with two pattalions in support; 58th supporting 59th,
and 60th supporting 57th.

(b) 59th Battalion to attack on a two company front,each
company on & two platcon front.

FORMATICN.

rreceded by 6 mrighting Tanks,two waves each consisting of
two lines of sections in file,50 yards between lines and 150
yards between waves, Leading wave to be covered by scouting
Patrols at about 200 yards distance.

The dividing line between companies WwWaS P,23.3¢0.7¢,P.85.4.6.0,
0eB34Ce0ed,s,W.11e8,1.0, - Railway Station in w,12.d.,1ine inclusive
to RIGHT Company. One officer from each cf front line companies
with two scouts advanced immediately in rear of 2nd Australian
Division with object of making a reconnaissance of country
forward of grecvn line,

RESUME ,
= “The Approach march was made without incident. Enemy was doing
harassing shoots with artillery and machine guns,

The Battalion was formed up on tape line at 3,50 a*m, There
was someé shouting going on away on our xIGHT and tne enemy put
down & light barrage of H.E. and machine guns thus indicating
his nervousness,

At ZERO hour a heavy fog had come down and visibility was as
a result very poor. At ZERO plus 1 we moved forwardi;direction
was maintained correctly by compass bearing but the greatest
difficulty was experienced in keeping touch it being impossibie
to see further than 10 yards.

Units became intermixed and a number of the 2nd Division men
were befogged. At about 7 a.,m., the fog began to 1lift and then
the work of re-organising and collecting was taken in hand., At
7.45 a-m.x tne pattalion was collected and re-organised in the
gully in r.,35 a & d; here we were under close range artillery
fire and observed by enemy low flying planes. Re-organisation
was made without casualties and punctually at 8,20 a-m, the
Battalion advanced behind the screen of tanke. On breasting the
ridge the leading companies came under point blank fire from
77 m,m, guns,suffering some casualties, These guns (4) were
captured and some of the crews killed. According tc plan,
BAYONVILLERS was skirted alcong its southern edge. We again came
under close range fire from a 77 m.m. gun in W,.1l0a.,0ne Lewis Gun
team being knocked out. This gun and limber were captured., The
team of two horses was shot by the gunner who goct off. From there
forward, very little serious opposition was encountered, The RED
line was passed through on schedule time,

HARBONNIERES was mopped up and the australian flag flown
b?’ 11 Bellleg o .

The BLUE Line was reached except for a pocket of machine Guns,
in W.18.b. The Mark V (Star) Tanks detailed to establish this
line did not appear.

communidtion was kept by runner, mounted orderly,and lamp
and flag were also used successfully.
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The work of the tanks was splendid and doubtless they saved the

q%5%2ntry from heavy casualties by their prompt neutralization
~0 nemy nvachine Gun nests, X

The Field artillery inspired confidence in all by their
rapld advance and effective shoé6ting.

TROPHIES.
5] 77m*m. Guns
o machine guns,
2 Motor tractors,
1 Granatenwerfer,
Estimated prisoners
vASUALTIES.
nilled 18 other ranks,
Wounded 4 pfficers 58 other ranks,
Injured l otuer rank.
Missing 10 otner ranks,

8d/ J.Je.Scanlan Lieut-uol,
vommanding 59th pattalion,A.I.F.
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Operations of 9th August,1918,

e //
968 A

owing to 1st Australian Division being late in coming up the
15th A.I.Brigade was ordered to protect the flank of the vanadians
by advancing in conjunction with the 8th Australian infantry srigade

on our ieft.
58th Battalion,LEFT, and 60th Battalion,RIGHT.

Considerable difficulty was experienced by 58th Battalion from
machine Gun fire as they attempted to advance through the sLUE Line.
Eventually tne fire ceased and the advance commenced, :

As the 1st Australian Division were not in sight 1 decided to
support the 58th Battalion by advancing about 500 yards in rear.

Formation.
Two companies by half platoons in artillery formation

preceded by scout liaison patrols. One company 300 yards in rear in
support in half platoon column, One company in Reserve in platoon
column 300 yards in rear.

The GREEN Line was reached without serious oppositiéen., Enemy
artilleryc fire was not heavy and was scattered., On reaching
REEN Line the 2nd A.I.Brigade with tanks passed through to
further objectives,

The 59th Battalion were withdrawn at about 6 pem, to position
in X.7. ¢ and 4.

TROPHIES#®

77 m.,m, gun,

Light Minenwerfers, 76 m,1,

R W -

Macnine Guns,
1 wotor Car (damaged).

A detailed list of further trophies for two operations
is in hand.

Estimated prisoners o0
vasualties, Kiitled 8 ORe
Wounded. 1 O6ff. 13 0.2,

Total casualties for 8th and 9th.

Killﬂd. 24‘ UlRl
Wounded § ¢ff. 74 O.R.
Missing 10 @.R.
sd/ u.J.Scanlan. Lieut-Co1l,

Commanding 59tu battalion,A.,I.F.
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5 ECRET, 59th  pATTALION A.IF, AP& . pltlxﬂt //5
*:,. 26% COFY N I

-t OPERATION ORDER No, 173,

References - r¥rance, Sheet 62D,
1:¢40,000, . 10th august,1918,

—

l., The 5th Australian Division is moving today to position in Reserve,

2 The 59th Battalion will move as follows: -
starting Polnt:~ uJUrucifix at w.5.c.3.5,
Time of starting:- 10,20 a°'m
order of March:- neadquarters,"B" Coy.,"u" Coy.,
"o" Coy., "A"™ Coy.
Distances:- 50 yarde between platoons:
200 yards between uompanies,

3¢ On reaching road nN,W. through P.32 a & ¢ the column will proceed
by column of route,

4, There will be no movement North of the main VILLERS-BRETONNEUX =
ST QUENTIN Road.

S« Every precaution will be taken to prevent casualties from enemy
shelling.

6. Overland tracks will be used when practicable,

7. Moving to Starting Point Companies will move via the road through
Wel2. 2 & b - Pigeon House - vrucifizx,

8. Lewis Gun Limbers will méet uompanies at the Cruecifix,

9. Cookers will follow their Uompanies - a halt will be made at 12,30 p.m.,
for one hour for middsy meal,

10. Transport will move independently under orders of prigade Transport
Officer,

11, One Officer (Lieut.M.R.CALLANDER,M.M.) and 20 men will remain behind
and collect all captured material claimed by units. A Brigade bLump will
be formed in wW.8.d. - material will be transported from there under
Brigade arrangements,

12, Headquarters A,A.Lewis Guns will move (a) Une at head of column
(b) one in centre (c) one in rear, for anti Aircraft duty.

13, Billetting parties will meet a lorry at Uhurch,HARBONNTERES, at
9,30 a*m. on 10th inst.(to-day).

14, ACKNOWLEDGE.

8d/ u.Stewart smith, vaptain,
Adjutant,59th Bsttalion,A,I.F.

DISTRIBUTION: - |
Issued to:%
Copies to :-
Copy - Ho. 1ls 0.0 "A" Coy,

2é 0.Co "B" Coy. NO. B UeO.

2« 0,0. "g" Ceoy. T 15th a.I.Bde,
4, 0.C, "P" Coy. 8. File,

5. Headquarters officers, 9.10.

11 war Diary,
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the 59th Re'talion has heen dom; . g e e Y
objective will be the * RLUR® Lim.l:g Wummutmm,

e 57th talion will he en our
mnﬂ. : :ur idght. ©60th pattalion will bhe in suprert,
';'ht attack will be made on & Two Company front - "2" Coy. on the left,

oo " Coy. on the right, "i" Coy. inm support of ", "A" Coy, in suprort |
of ‘G'- | | |
Be vorpations will be as follove - ek deisleting o€ 499 St

there will bhe two waves,

PR e An “?I;;rt will be 850 yards between lines and 17" yards

trols
hetween the first wave will be preceded by seoouting ra
|l 3 who dll‘:'::'l;! closely on the Tanks detailed to operate with the

| .=..|- lI-| ! Ii I I - I

made with Tanks under cover of an 18 pdr Parrage

eompo shell delayed action fuse, and 509 shrapnel,
R 1:’1'1-1;‘:“0 Gn% yards tast of the *gtart*line (shown
and will remain there for ¥ minutes when it

¢ 300 yards at the rate of 300 yards

1% will move at the rate of 100 yards in 4

M&m if émn e cormunicated later, |

Gompanies -"" and *O" -
| ”:Ol:‘m to reinforee the leading
in a fight if possidle,before the

fhey will be resronsible for morping up

the attack will be

- <
: '{‘Mﬁ‘tln of the

two leading |
e the whole Area

1ine will be sonsolidated in depth and at an
jed ihzbgppuﬂing na talions will "leap frog®through
nal ked Line objective. |
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e OPERATION _ORDER __ NO, 1788 | I
- fZi}%: R

aeference: - ROS ERES (Combined Sheet),
_—__12%0...0.0.0..___)—___ 14th August 1918,

et '
B Bgﬁndériggyﬁﬁg%nsgg §%%§Eﬁ% aﬁagéviﬂion will attack CHAULNES within the

2¢ The 15th Infantry Brigade will sttack on a two gBattzlion front -
poundaries and Objectives as shown on attachedmap,

5« The 59th pattalion has been detailed as Right Battalion - the objective
will be the "LROWR" Line. The Inter-battalion boundary will be
exclusive to the 59th Battalion - the Inter-company boundary will be
inclusive to the Left Uompany. The 57th Bn. will be on our left and the
o5th Bn., 14th Brigade on our right. 60th Bn., will be in support.

%s The attack will be made on a two Company front - "B" Company on the left

"¢" Company on the right. "D" Company in support of "g", "A" Company in
support of "c",

5, Formations will be as follows: -

There will be two waves, each consisting of two lines of sections in
file, .

There will be 50 yards between lines and 100 *yards between waves, The
first wave will be preceded by scouting patrols-who will follow
closely on the Tanks detailed to operate with the Battalion.

Battalion Headquarters will move by bounds in the centre of the line of

advance and on the BROWN Line being reached will be established in the
vicinity of A.4.D.5.0. -

BI’igﬂdE Hﬂﬂdquﬁrtﬁrﬂ will be at FeB 6Ceb,0¢

6. Orders for move from Assembly position to Start line will be issued
Beparately,

7. The attack will be made with Tanks under cover of an 18 pdr. barrage
- composed of 15% smoke shell, 35% delayed action fuze, and 50% shrapnel,
The barrage will come down 200 yards East of the "Start line(shown on

map attached) at ZERP and will remain there for three minutes when it
will be lifted in 100 yard lifts for 400 yards at the rate of 100 yards
in three minutes, Thereafter it will move at the rate of 100 yards in.

four minutes until the first objective is reached, It will remain there
for fifteen minutes and then cease,

8. The two leading Companies - "B" and "C" will go straight through to the
BROWN line objective and will consolidate that position in depth in
accordance with instructions given to Company Commanders,

The two rear Companies will, with the assistance of Tanks mop up
CHAULNES within the Battalion boundary - the left Company going in first
with the right Company supporting them if necessary,

Thﬁg;will afterwards take up positions allotted to them in support and
Reserve, |

9, When captured, the sROWN Line will be consolidated in depth and at
Zero plus 2 hours 20 minutes supporting sattalione will "leap frog"
through our 1inez of advance to the Kinal GREEN Line objective,

10, Each man will carry: -

170 rounds S,A.A.,
5 Mills Grenades Nos 36 and 23,

48 hours Iron Rations,

1l extra Water Bottle, filled,
1l Red Ground Flare,

2 Sand Bags,

Shovels at the rate of 50% and picks at the rate of 25§ will be issued
to the two leading Companies,

A percentage of No,27 (Phosphorus) Grenades will be carried by Companies,
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11, COMMUNICATIONS. As far as possible visual signalling will’ggizsad.
Means of communication in addition are:-

Runners, Pigeons, lessageé Rocket, mounted Orderlies to Brigade,
LN Telephone,

12, CONTACT ABROPLANES. (&) A Red Ground Klare will be used to indicate
the Infantry pPositions to Uontact Aeroplsnes, These flares will be
1lit by infantry in the most advenced positions only,

(b) A metal disc about & inches in diameter
will be carried by each man and will be used as a reflector by
flashing in the sun, The disc will be carried inside the flap of
the small Box Respirator,

(c) An additionaly way of signalling positions
to contact planes is to place four or five rifles horizentally
across the trench, Contact planes will be in the air from ZERO
onwards, Flares will be called for by the aeroplane sounding a
succession of "A's" on the Klaxon Horn and by firing s white Verey
light.

15, Headguarters anti-aircraft Lewis Guns will be carried in the rear of
Battalion H.Q. to deal with any attack from enemy aircraft.

14 MEDICAL ARRANGEMENT S. ReA.P. Will be at "Start" line and will move
to the North end of MIEG Wood, then to North of the Half Moon,
Company bearers will carry to Headquarters only,

15. PRISONERS OF WAR, Each Company will detail two men to search
Headquarters, dugouts, etec, for maps and documents, These searchers
will also roughly count the German dead and report numbers to
Battalion Headguarters, Documents will be placed in bags and
labelled, stating the position where found, Previous instructions
regarding separation of Officers, N.C.0's, and men and searching of
Officers and N.C.0's will be adhered to, Paybooks and Identity
Discs will not be taken from prisoners, All documents taken from
prisoners will be forwarded with the escort,

Special care must be taken that no documents are destroyed by
prisoners, [Escorts at the rear of column should be warned about
this,

As authority these Special Searchers-will wear White armbands
signed by Lieut. Stevenson,

Battalion esCorts will take prisoners only as far as Brigade
Headquarters, All prisoners will be sent in the general direction of
the Railway Line.,

16. The Magnetic Bearing of the advance will be 102° - 18,
17. Acknowledge,

sd/ G.Stewart smith Capt.
A/Adjutant, 59th Battalion A.I.F.

DISTRIBUTION® -

Issued at by runner to:-
Copy No. 1 0,C., "A" Company,. Copies to:-
2 0.C, "B" Company No.8 (.0,
3 0.C. "C" Company. No.7 15th A.I.Bgde,
4 0.C. "D" Company. No.8 57th Battalion,

o Headguarters Officers No.9 &65th Battalion,

No,10 60th Battalion,
No.,ll File,

12,13 & 14 War Diary,
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- The rollowing 1s a eopy of a letter received from Brig-Gen.Bell,
Command ing, the 6th Canadian Infentry Brigede. ' i e
"G.0.C.,
— 15th Avustrallian Infaniry Brigesde. B2
‘Dear Generalj Bl L A |
.. On behalf Of my Brigede I wish 10 thank you most hesartily ror
the generous support given by your Brisgde to our attack on the 9th
~inst., But ror your setion in attecking simultsneously on our lert,
| _ Our task would undoubtedly much heavier and our casuatties
proportionately greater. I can assure you that thig ig well
understood and appPreciated throughout the Brigsde.
~_Wighing you continued success, snd with kind regspds,
Believe me,
e $% T T youRe sincerely; — IS rel
Vi T R R TS ] (SEﬂJ _#A!.H_!B.Gl_lt ~_ Brig. Gen. .
14:8:18; - Commancding 6ih Canadign Inrantry Brigede.

—

= T e ST e i e — .-
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SICK WASTAGE RETURN for week ending 15th August,l9is,

59th

sATTAL LON 2 &._I;i'_

i, =

e

-

Date, Evacuated to rield

- 20
APPENDIX/ /

Appendix nﬂ_{jr

neturned from pield

wvacuated out of
Divisiunql Areasa,

OFF, O.R.

) 1 Ambulance, Ambulance,
g o off. O.R. e
9.8.18, - 3 " >
- 10.8,18, - - - -
11.8418% - 8 - -
12.8.18, = 2 a 4
13.8,.18, - - N L
i4.8.18, - 1 - .
"15.8,18., B - = £

==

UFF., O.R.
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| ADDERONEN=1¢ " 0y
: B9th _paTT ““M;QPP%W M;,/ ‘S

5 2%%3_&__3_34 COPX.Ho,

Referencer! HARBOUNIERIS ‘ igth sugust,1918,

’ 1:40,000,

l. The Sth Australian pivieion is relieving tvhe 17th Divielon during
the night 16th/17th August,li91i8.

"

©e The 16th Australian Infantry Srigade 1o relieving the 5lst Infantry
Bﬂgﬁﬁﬁ;

5« The 39th matitalion will relicve the 17th Lincolnshire Regimeng during
the night 16th/17th inst.

4. Companies will be prepared to move at ® 9 p.m., Order of wove will bet
- readquarters. :
"A®" Company.
"B* Company.
3" Compeny.
"U" Company,

. On arrival companies will take over present dispositions.
6. Guides will be met at X roads at R.1.c.6.4,

Te All trench etores and papere relating to the scctér will be taken
over. Recelpts in duplicats will be forwarded to Battalion
Headgquarters by & a*m. on 17th inst,

Oa completion of relief will be notified {o Bettalion Headguarters by
the following code words: -

"A" Compeny - fﬁﬂ'
YC® Company - ,ﬁIII:
- "0" Company,~- - PEN.

9« Battalion Headquarters will he established immediately at R.1.d.3.4.,
(Ghalk Pit).

g
‘?

10, ACRNOWEEDGE,

g8d/ G.8tewart swmith, Gaptain,
A/ Adjutant,59th Battalion,A.I.F.

DISTRIBUTION:

Issued to:-
WP’ Ho.,l ﬂ-ﬂ. “A. WI
2 0,0, "a" Coy.
= ﬂ.G' "G‘ W-‘
4, 0,0, *D" Ceoy.
5 Headguarters,

Copies tor=

MJ U.Oi
7 R.Quify, and 7.0,
g 15th A.T.Brigade,
C File
10.
1l.& 12, War Diarv,
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. APPENDIX’

. - "- 5%th B lion. .. ' .
Se‘gﬂi‘ﬂt- th Battalion = P

' + +Battelion Order NO 1# :
Reterence + Sheet 62D S.E. 1/20,00 17th August 1918;

: e e o B o S 8
1. In continuation or our poliey of pushing rorwerd snd meking gsround
the Bglth Battalion, in conjunetion with the 57th on the rigsht, will operate
as follows:-

2; The left post of the 57th Battalion will be at spproximately R 9 4 0.4;

!.1 n"g'bc?anr 59th Battalion will establish a ps@# post actride the road
n 23
*A%‘Company will push Forward snd establish posts at spproximestelY
RP2D 3.8 end R 9 D 35,65, and will slso establigk posts astride the
road snd facing North Esst in R 3 @ 35.00.
*C* Companv will establish the following posts;=-
In Wedoubt I R 3 c A% 9.1. '
At elbow in road, ‘astride the road snd‘Railway in R 3 ¢ 9.5;
In R 3 a gbout 65.35 fecing North East. e
"I* Company will establish apost In R & 5 a, sabout 5.8.

4; All poste will consist of at least 2 Lewis Gun tesm snd Riflemen, not
less then 10 men.

$3 Companies tﬂl*aume mutuslly for- their mmtiu‘ latoon
readjusted to eonform to this movement. p -

6. In every cese the Dpost will be reeomnoitred end egtzsblished by a-

fighting patrol - strength not less tren 1 Orri '

s  Ir opposition is met with a vigorous ofrensive action will be pursued

8. Prisoners will be sent back as early as possible to Bettslion
and a return of trophics eaptures, prisoners tsken, snd our cssuslties 1;‘“'

snv) submitted et the ususl time, together witnh onrxinewxdizpesitions
- sketch showing our new d:lmsltiéna. 3

Q. Heavy artillery are engsging LONG WOODS 1
NS 5 At ng end seleoted targets with

Fleld artillery are sweeping LUC WOOD and road
bursts of shrapnel throughout the day. PN R R 36me e vin

F &

10. The operstion will commente st 10.30 p.m.

#

'

11. 1In ease of ecounter attaek, 0.C. "I*- o
P e -« = 11" D -m ny will be prepsred to render sn

12;  ACKNOWLEDGE.

i #

(ﬂgﬂ) BLBtuart Smith. ﬁmaln 7
A/Adjutent 59th Battelion. A.I.F.

Distribution:- - -
Issued 2t 4;35 D.i. by’ runner to:-

Copy No 1; 0.C. “"A" Co.

P "B* Cos

Xe °"ce G,Di

| 4. . *D* Co.
Copies to - 2
s Cs0.°
Sl ,11.-

7'3‘ 9- '8.1' Diml
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AWNDI%QG. e :'2.3
Hesdquarters, -

— y (r_’]
,_:ﬂl%}» 15th Aust. Infes Brigade,
) - | 17th Augustw¥ 1918.

rneadquarters, :
5th Aust. Divisgion.
rorwarded herewlth 1is g report Of an enterprise carried out

this afternoon by the lert (59th) Battalion.

"At &;30 p.m. I visited "C" Company forward pogts with Lieut. DUNKLEY
and was returning erogss country when I hes®d Ri®le shots Tired *rom the
direction grm of "C" Company's left post about R 3 ¢ 2.3 and saw three of
our men who had been reconnoltring in the edge or LUC WOOD returning to their
post. Immediately I went forward sgain to our post to enguire what had H
hapPened and was told bz Sergeant RAINBIRD that he and two mwn had gone
fOorward a hundred yards and found Germans in adug out - the Germens "Ksmerade®
L0 them but would not come out so they fired down at them and then saw German
heads apPearing from a dugout in their rear = Sergeant RAINBIRD fired at one
Of the Germang in the rear and then the thmee returned to their post. As
sO0n as I heard what had happened I organised a raid conglsting of 7 Americans
on the lert flank, four men and 1 N.C.0. down g sunken road on the right, end
myself and four men went down the line of dug outs. The Americans were held
ub on the left by Machine Gun flirerrom four difrerent Guns, two firing from
LUC wWOOD and two from the flat between LUC WOOD and the SOMME. My party on
the Right weee 3ls0 held up on the shallow sunken road by Machine Gun rirs
Trom R 3 d #.3. I pushed rorward with Sergeant RAINBIRD gnd 3 men, one of
my four having sustained a slight wound on the neck. The first dug-out I
Jumped into I csme face to face with a "Hun" in the act orf evacuating gnd I
made him a prisoner. My Sergeant and two men pushed forward to the neitt
two dug outs but round the Infantrymen running awav and repart having shot
six, The snipers and Machine Guns became to00 hot for us sO0 we retlired.

In retirinf from our rorward post o Compeny Headquarters, my man who was 31
slightly wounded, was sniDed through the head ang kKilled, so far I do not
know his name. The American Party of 7 men had 3 men wounded. I was
surpriged to find so many Machlne Guns active, for during the morning I had

walked acrogs country between "C" Compan A i
flred upon, | P .y Tforwa sts and had not been

17;8;18. (Sgd) J. H. McKay. Lieut.
"C® Cos
F A A

(Sgd) HeE.ELLIOTT. Brig. Genmeral.
Commanding 15th Austrsalian Infantry Brigads.

GeOsCe 15th Australiasn Infantry Brigade.

Lieut. McKay's initiative, and the ro
i1s mueh appreciated. : © 800d work of the pamty

(sgd) T.T.HOBBS. Major Genersal.s
Commanding 5th Australian Divigion.

5Eth Battaiion.

Returned to you. Will you plesse cause the remarks of the

GeOseCeDivision to be brought befor
: > DI : e Lieut lcK

(sga) Ce Woe LAY © ‘
. anptain
for Brigade ligjor. |

15th Augtralian Infantry Brigade.
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6 Asm. 17:8:18 0. ~B.M,
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Appendix wo. A,

+8:18;

Reoference Mepa:~ W 62 @ S.E. 1050018 P e gy

1.0PFRATIONS. (a) Our Artillery.
On rOad were sprinkled with shry

To0g the course of thedav.
in L 34 ( ONNIFRES Combined

4.5 Hows on reffuest ena g00d hits were observed.
& patrol pushed into the

DY At 5

. | o
Of LUC.W00D (RS 4’8’5 ‘and ¢

At -1l p.m, @ Tflghting patrol went out and establisheg

# DOst in mersh at R 3 a°4;7.

- were located 2t B 3 8 80.95 and
10 the wet condition er
withdrswn at davbresk.
Attempgs by all
their-pogitions

__enemy. Manv
and Pinespples were uged
in the ecentre suceedded in

- through R S.-and R 9 and went Es

OF 50 wvards. Ther ecame

was thiekly mamed.
encountered

vith a Lewig Gun.
Fnemy Mgehie

- and have been loeated ags shown above.

"B" Company on Right flank
reconnoitred X Rosds in R
thﬂﬂﬁ.xfnﬂﬂﬂﬂr -
heavy M.G.Pire comnng

- TOad ruming through R $ & R -

- return to old positidns when "An
PatrCls to® former line.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

anad LUC wWOOD was subjected to 100 18 par shdlk
_Earthworks and .ﬁd‘;ﬁmm
ot i

the ground the post was

line companies to improve and advence

met a vigorous resistance rron the

Tleres were sent up, sna I.G.
against our patrols.

undsr heavy nachine Gun +ipe-
- and were obliged to raturn ';mﬂarmm' nrngeri's gﬁg. |

This patrﬂl.rﬁport'an-m,mﬂat inR 9
Another patrol or
‘el eneny patrol of 15 and fired on them
In the elichangeor

apnel st periods during

Sheet) were engaged b

ired one DPisoner.

Enemy Machine Gung werel

R 3 a 79.75; Owing

5 Min A" GO,
ng the rosd ruming
-- .;ng TOr a dlstance

D 4.5 which
the Companv

ghots we had
Gune: are ?ary active

B ¥Nnse op a&xﬁlsfiﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬁwLuc
SWeep

el Mans“'1.ana continuously
are Dimcad thers after dugk. -0 COltains M.Gs. which
The posts held this morning at 4 ‘g.m.
those reported vesterday. |
s NG, During the arternoon
LUC W 1; the enemy liesg *Doggo*
Ou® 13:_1:;9@;;1;; cleims to have
_Enﬁr

aFe the Sale

suiping was done in
Quring the day.
inflictied 12 casusltiesg

WY . One'prisoner captured on e of

Very little dup . i 4+
Ve, end mostly 77g ﬁﬁﬁ%sgﬂ'm -

3 ' FTGH.anﬂl
[Harb. 1 /40,000)
do

| .'D ngive 7 ale | |
Y of s ms:__h._and vVery alert. Using

a; . Edemy Machine Guns have been
8i~

. -~ R9b Gﬁiﬁﬁf: ; -0, - s 4 : A
RSa 75.75 bs, 10t B9 20.70, R3a 0.9,

sl 4 355 89-9,,.5..!-. :

A su ng ted position, Hmﬁwﬁmr,

Thore an enemy at R9b 30.50.

DOSt 1N swamp at R 3 a §.5- cason

1%8+.. Thig 1s quite vigible from

» 8nd also shows Up plainly in aip pPhotes.

AWRIA TIVITY. Bk SR e ety
aay.

tracks leading to
R 2c &.8, =< §

et MV L . ,¥ ﬂ;&#ﬁlittlﬂ. . . _ ;
b0} B Were observed on Rlage in L g {ia5tlies

E " -
o ——

. LUC WOOD eontains

Chemy Iiixég the daylight patrol already reported

[N
g

o

i - £
N

= =

7 XION3ddV

77
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ADPpendit No.." Vsl ..
» ~ $91h Battglion. A. I. Fe
268 o :
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 6 a.m. 19th to 8 a.m. 20th inst.
Reference:- Sheet 62 4 S.E. 1/20,000.
A
1. OPERATIONS. Oour Artillery rired on targets as under:-
M. 5.POsts (¥) in R 3 b were engaged by 18 pdrs. and 4.5 hows. and
direct hits were obtained. On each e#cellient obgervation of this shoot
were Ohtained.

The Aouse in R 9 4 B5.60 was demolighed (right Battalion Sector).

At 1.35 p.m. LUC WOOD recelved a strafe of 100 rounds 18 pdrs (B0 %
Shrapnel and 404 H.E.yY At 1.35 p.m. the road from iksxwead R 3 4 to

R 4 a recelved 50 rounds 18 pounders, =2nd at the same time the system of
trenches' in R 48 and R 4 a rec=slved solid attention from 4.5 Hows. At

Be35
of a

pdrs
933
R 11
R 10
ROad
R 10

100

are
day

P.m. trench svstem In R11 a R 5 ¢ and R 11 b recelved 200 rounds
mifiture o 4,5 and 18 pdrs.

At 7.25 p.m., the road from R10 b to R 10 e recived 150 rounds of 18

and 4.58 At 8.30 p.m. the rogds in R 4 4 recelived 200 rounds. At
p.m. the r0ad in R 5 D and R 5 d and R 6 ¢ received 50 rounds, Road in

a reelved 50 rounds. The ROad in R 11 b 50 roundsg, snd the road in

b 50 rounds. At 2.55 g.m. the road in R 12 a received 50 rounds

in R 11 g 50 rounds. Road in R 12 ¢ 50 rounds Ares In R 10 g and

b recelved 40 rounds.

During the wjjole night at irregular intervals LUC WOOD received

rounds. Also the un-named woOd in R 3 d and R 4 c. The whole Xxa
a on our front has been subjected tO heavy shelling during the whole
, &and obgervation shoots in LUC WOOD showed thgt the wood has been

thoroughly swept.

Ou

r Patrols. Centre Company pushed out patrols which erossed crossé

Roads in R @ a. and crept forward 50 yards without finding any enemy.
The machlne gun nests reported have Drobably been wikthdrawn owing to our

conglstant shelling of the area.

R 2
and

Lert Company pushed out patrols into swamp and patrolled area in
b and R 2 d, they located an enemy Machine Gun in R 3 D 3.6.

Right Company pushed out patrol in advance of the X Roads in R 9 a
fl#N their 1line now conforms to0 1line of Right Battalion.

Our Sniping. TwO enemy Xx¥® were seen at dawvn at R 9 b 2.8 and were
fired on by our riflemen. One 1is claimed as 2 certain casnalty. During

th

e dey no targets were obtained, while patrols all night prevented snip

-ingz.

TRERTIFICATIONS. NIL.

ENEMY SHELLING. Again very little during the day.

ENENY ATTLTUDL. Quieter with his M.G. but very alert on lert Coy

Sector. Our combined shexiimgxxm@ Artillery snd T.M. Shoots seem t0 be

seriously affecting him.

%gﬂﬂY'DEEEFCES- Enemy obgerved digging in R 9 b 1.3 was engaged by our
¥is . No new posts have been discovered e#cept Machine Gun Pogitio

R

3 b 3.6,

gOSTILE AERIAL %CTI?ITY- TwO enemy eirdraft rlylng high passed over our
n & Ne ection at ® ae.m. EMX One enemy seroplane rlying very low
in migt at B.l5 D.m. Dassed Over our lines wes heavily engasged by L.Ge.

fire. :
ENEMY MOVEMENT » None Obsgserved during the day. Only movement seen ss

mentioned in para 1 (¢) snd para 5.

ARMS AND EQUIPMENT. Nil.
MISCELL Se The Americen Ligison Platoon was relieved Dy a platoon

Of 35th Bpttelion A«I.Ts at 2 gems Enemy flares are still very
numerous. Enemy M.Gs much Quieter than usual, probably the effect of @m
nour shelling. The M«Geriring indirectly down valley in R 1 @ hss been=
silenced 1if not destroyed. ©Our nachine guns harragsed the enemy all
night and were very effrective. No enemy patrols were Toun€. Snipers
were fallry active, but were vigorously engaged by our L.Gs. The enemy
sent upP green Tlares at 1.30 a.m. on centre Company sector and his
artillery immediately lengthened Pange. He aclo »sed small grenades,
probably Rirle Grensdes, putting 6-into R 9 g. These fell nesr party
Of pioneers who dug 300 Yards of C.T. parallel to MERICOURT-CHUIGNOLLES
~0OAD and close up to 1it. Our Stokes were very active on Xnown enemy
positions. Another small enemy dump in R'8 b was blown up. '

(sgd) A.T.Beck. Lieute. I.0.
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. 9268 APPENDIX ?4«? :

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 6 g.me 20th 10 6 geme. X 2lst ingt.

LLLLL . B

~ Reference lab. 62D S+E. 1/%0,000
VR O T P S S B B B B S B B O 0 e 2 e I e e 2

L. OPERATIONS. (a) Our Artillery fired on targets as reqQqiested. LUC WOUD
angd M.G.POcitions known, received gttention, gnd the same roads and tracks
as reported yesterday rec=lved burgts Of fire. Our Guns fired '
vigorously in repdy to hls shelling in gddition to the shoOts arranged. |
(b) Our Petrolse A patrol from our Right Company establigh-
-ed @ Post at R 9 a 95.35 - thlg advences our posts 50 yards and it is now
on edge Of road (Western). Ve attempted to establigh a post by a patrol .
at R 9 b 05.25 put M.Gg and Minnieg were directed againgt our post and :
they weéere forced withdraw. A patrol of 1 Ofricer and 3 men left R 2 @ 7«7
at 3 a.m. and reconnoitred the marsh in direction of canal. They
gncountered NO enemy. A patrol left R 9 a 85.35 gnd worked 1t® way along
road to R 9 a 9.5 and report enemy still holding posts along rOad as
previougly reported.

' ¢) Our §nipers. None during the Agy e But on enemy patrol
In R 9 g 9.3 and were flred on and dispersed.

2. BBEBTIRICATIONS. Nil. :
3. L INGs Practically nil gll day. It is noted that where R 2

C and d have been previously shelled consistently that last night these
D¥acas were untouched and the attention turned to R 9 g and c. Both

right and centre Companies report that an enemy barrage was putd 4down in
this area at 1.30 g.n. It was not very thich and was put down in reply to
flares. Minnies and pineapppes were alsO put over.

: The velley in R 1 ® r=e=aived heavy shelling at periods
during zasx the night. All shelling came from the direction of
CHUIGNOLLES. -

4; ENEMY ATTITUDE. Alept snd apPPears nNervous. Many flares used. It 1g
through he efpected an® attack last night as the high ground in R 2 a & ¢
~ and the valley-in R 1 D (specially) was swept from end to end.
5; ENEMY DEFTEBCES. No new posts have been discovered, but at 11;30 p.m. the
BNlemy was heard hammering stakes for wiring at R 9 b 3.6. We put over
12 NOo 36 Grenades gnd the hammering ceased.

6. HDSTILE;QERLAE %pTIVIﬂg; None during the day, but at night 2 enemy
p@LPH slrcratt bombed whole length Of velley in R 1 D at the same time
as he put down‘his barrsge.

7. ENEMY MOVEMENT. None noticed during the day and o 1y the enemy pstrol
In R J g 9.3 was Observed at night.

8. ARMS AND EQUIPMENT. Nil. .
9., MISCELLANREOUS. Enemy snipers and Machine Guns were very active at same
Time gs barrage was put down. Stokes fired on targets in R 9 b while

the 6" Newtons dlid s good degl oOf firing. Thege guns are doing a 1ot
Of good workK in dealing witnh posts in LUC WOOD as well as known M.Ge.
positions. We are maXing higii«Ges POsts unhealthy hy the use of No 36
grenades. At 1.1T ge.m. & heagvd fog rose and has nct yet 1lirted.

(8gd) &% 7. B & e ke Lieut.
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OFF. Ol.R.

15.8.18,
16 .8,.18,
17.8.18,
182 .,8.18.
19 .8.18.
20.8.18.
21.8.18.,

59th BATTALTON Al F,
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e
5
o

59 /30

Sick wastage return for week ending 21st august, 1918,

iyacuated to Fiosdid

Ambulance

Retumed from ﬁield

e S e S S s

Ambulance,

Ory,

- 2
- 1
~ 2
- 1
1 5
Lt.W.C.B.Stavely,
- 2
- 2
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8 @.m. 21t inst $0 6 a.m. 22nd inst.

Reference:-~ Sheet 62 D S.E. 1/&0,9‘1}:

1. CPERATIONS. Our srtillery carried out shoots during the dsy on LUC WOOD
. :‘ﬁ&sassm.;rnﬁegrrim;ﬁ r@:&?a. They sgain carried out
1 : - a . 5 B L CcOn ' | 1
for the shov on cur lert. Our 60 pdrs mﬁ‘ I&Ig:n ﬁgﬂt néffsa —
consistently on thewhole front.
Our Patrols. Patrols were active all night. All companles report that
~nemy werking partlies were cugaget wiring and unloeding timber, talking
‘;:u:ly..“ The ll-pmmg I‘?ﬂ edvised snd opened rire, =nd we used L.G.s

1d No. 36 Grensdes. r left Con r claimed t0 have inflicted | '
and loud howls were heard. This was in rront orf m:; 1;?&‘:“ wﬁmﬂ;h
were also hear on the road in R 3 4. | *
Our Suipers. - Nome auring ihe dav. 2 Enemy were semn at R @ B 2.2, they

JPN LA FLOAL LUL Nil. . - : e
3. ENEY gHEL.ING. YVery gquist during the dev. 6 8.2 Pall InR 1 B 5 pei.
s H;...' e put down a 1:@1: barrage on our sector which am‘timeﬂ‘.:hilg 5
e show on our iaft ecntinued. On the Vorth of the ecanal ‘
ara ght*gtlll_m fire while single and double ged slmdgiluaz ’f%.
INEMY A” gm;n .- Alert and defenslve. = 8till uged plonty of rlares.
DEFENCES. Wiring s 4 working parties were busy in R 9 b and R 3 @
e iéaa‘_taa ot ADProximatel R9510.35. R?232.6. R9B

At 5 p.m. One enemy aircrart fiew very low along
hega O
R hﬂhﬂ“mfﬂﬁytﬁgﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁ’ 2780 558" yere r1red
ens was heesrd sv N t; =bout 300 - in .
pdrs and stokes were sd on. s -
- SAflil e Nil.
mere is a very noticeable decrease in enemy ertil:
uring thelest 24 hours, and aons of his patrols have been mm:m
s mi-m :IHMEB on hig rorward posts, 218 68 Nowtons

Sarrled cut herressiig Tire. Right Comdany report loud yells -~ hurrd
Off of transport - when our 6% Newtons Opened -ﬂma enemy . nne'km ri:‘;a
€ 40 rounds on posts in R @ b 0.5;45, snA R 9 b 136. From 7 g.m. to
7.30 a.m. 21gt. enemy rired 20 rifle grenades on rforvard posts of Right
Company. No essuslties. _

-

(ﬂgﬂ) A. J.’B & ¢ k. IRisot.: -
I.0. 59th Bttalion.A«I.7.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006580



L L mME i, II
B L i i = NN
N 1 == : i b (it 1l
L 3R v | 1] R
. —It 1 ".J r -i -—
= i i
L3
: s iy
- I i N
Ll "L
- i L
. X
[
- iy
- . .
- -
L

m -._J e i e il
s =i _u_ .__.-_.__; 4 LS| b, _:. o 1M | Al
L= ..-.ln __“- . -ll.—q_ ... | -.._ll-.ul —J .ﬁuu.J- m_ _—_ _ i . . ¥ 1 __—.”-__n B .”. .1-
. ._I._._.E “__._1.-. B ,_rqf -_..__._ ..__Fu._ B .. g, T

v:.. _._ﬂ___?....;. |_:._.,” “.. .ﬂ eV _r....._

SIS TS L S “ __._ PR LIS - __..-.
e ﬁ.._“ —.H ..._.. -q - L . - l- : ._ .. \ -..._.m_
r _dﬁ!.ﬂ-._ _.. -|—|_. ¥ r -....-— ..1._

| ) o | Enn N F,

3 - | R | ! -
] _ _ . L » | .
A 1._ i o §

fa 1.. . . Y [ | ] =
.._. ._.__-.r...... :

| ... 1 j : . .__
...-...-... ._ |
I . ’

i i .__..... -k L Fr a i .1
~ 0 e Bk
w1 _:_._m._ e . . ; i P .._ .

__._._. Rt . ’ ol _

_.___.:h. : w8 I

___ w__“. ] b ,w
i ! m B,

.E X _“m . . i J { . a8

.ﬁ.._: : s

—H_-_ i - |.. f .

[l | o ) 2

i’ -.
g 4,_. !
! B -
¥ W
#
|
" = Py
- ]
- i_--l
& s
ok -
1 = g ']
el L
ol s i
r _ -

‘li_'r
"
o
'3
=

RCDIGTO06580

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



soth _pumlon LLE. APPRNBRGE. /33
25% SUMMARY OF MESSAGES.
Date,. Time. From, 104 Messarze,
28.8,18, RUZO . Bde.Units. Unit Commanders will rest the men as
(59th Bn.) much as possible tonight aaa Breakfast

29.8.18, 1.256 RUZO.  GODE
a.m,

?HG Erl'ml

20.8.,18.
~ RUZO . GODE.

20.8.18. 7.45

a.m, RUZO GODE.
20,8.,18, B.20 RUZO 59th Bn.
eIl
ggiﬁilaq Lt-J.-ci G-Gi
Christian. 59th Bn.

2938184 11,156 S58th Bn. 29th Bn.
Relll,

29,8,18. 11,40 Capt. Adjt.

a.,Ms D.Was F&ir.

090.8.18. 11 M0VEE:d:0. €0,
p.m, Christian, ©59th Bn,

29 .,8,18, 11.55 Adwvanced All
Bellle RUZO . units.
29 ,8,18., 12.15 Lieut. Lit.00l .,
Sutherland, Scanlan,

0.C+ "AY Ooy. D.S.0.,

29.8.18, 12.20 Lieut, Lt.Col.
p.n, J,Sutherland. Scanlan,
DeDnl e
8,18, 12.45 Lt.S.T. 59th Bn.

p.m, Herriot. C.O.
59th Rn.

29-8-18' 1‘50 LtiJlol
p.m., Christian.

f‘-,’r{;-./) A I’{ﬁ.L_{ Lot

o
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will be completed hefore ¢ a~m,
tomorrow aasa Restrict movement to a
minimum aaa

The Brigadier will see Unit Commanders
at Brigade Headquarters at ©2.350 a.m,
tomorrow aaa

Stand by ready to move 9 a-m,

Unit Commanders report Brigade HQrE
8.,15 a,m,

move forward at 2 a.m,

I am with 29th Battn.Hars. at N.13.a.%0

moving to N,18.C.7.7, immediataly.

Line at approx. N & S grid thro'
13.central ,0.19 .central.

Halted N.29.a & b. aaa In-tmuch with

"C" Coy. 30th Battn. in front and
57th Bn., on left.

L.eft group of Advancéd Guard report

that they have been unable to get in
touch with 2nd Division on left,

The approx, line is now through

O.l4.central N.S. grid line working
steadily forward.

Bns. will halt and take cowver approx.
1,000 yards behind present 8th rrigade
positions aaa Unit Commanders will
report to Adv.Bde.Hqrs. in brickworks
N.30.a. for conference.

Mr.Hawkins is out to get in touch with

58th Bn. He has not yet reported, I can
see troops whom I take to be 58th
about 600 to our right.

Am in touch with left platoon of 58th
Bn. Approx, ref. N.,24.b and 4.

Have come in touch with Lt.Christian
with 29th B.H.Q. at N.1l8.c.4.5. No
further information other than in
Lt.Christian's message. Shall I remain
here or move further forward. Met 32nd
m,0, 8t N.13.6.%3, 29th B.H.Q. have just
sent & runner forward to get approx.
front line.

The line along the bank of Canal

N & S with "D" Coy. "A" Coy. have
cleared Canal bank and retired to
position marked on map. All bridges

‘blown up ex cept foot bridge at

0.15.C¢e4.1ls Artillery and M,G. fire
very heavy.

RCDIGTO06580
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D&éé. Time, From, TO, pessage,
29.8.,18., 4,35 Lt.J.C. Adjt. send cyclist at once to guide Bn.
\ p.m, Christian, oYth Bn, Cookers and two water carts aasa
(Por ©€.Q. : We are relieving the XXX 29th Bn.
59th Bn. ) in our own boundaries tonight.
29.8.,18, 8,30 p.m, 0., Quarry at 0.14,8,0.9, suitable for
| Lt.J.C. GODE B.H.Q. No accomodation but plenty
Christian. of iron and material to build,

Advise you send up party of H.Q. if
possible to erect shelters.,

30.,8.18. 7.15 L%, B0, Am at present at approx. 0.3.c¢.central

a.m, Hawkins, 89th En, aaa Have joined Christian and have
nothing to report further than
contained in his message which -
accompanies thiss;will endeawvour to
find ocut more.

e, e, e — -
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- 59thl TTALTO | | APﬁ%‘N‘b’f)& 2 136

Diafy of Regimental cuartermaster for the month of august,l218.

-------- — O —

august. Location, PETIT ST,JEAN, near aMIENS. Q.M's staff busy on

1st. issuing clothing,service dress,to replace unserviceable.
poot repairs pushed on. Wagons of transport inspected by
myself and Transport Officer for cefects,

2nd. ~ special trip to D.A.D.0.S. for ciothing to complete special

| indents. Clothing received and issued. Ploneers make discs,

1 per man,for future use in contact work with aeroplanes. All
material has to be salvaged as no Engineer dumps are available
here. sanitary accomodation increased by ploneers.

ard. Tradesmen on Jusual duties, Pioneers make and paint signboards,
¥ painted on both sides with Battalion colours,to be used on
the tanks of 59th Battalion during coming ﬂperatiuns.

4th. Preparations to move. Issues of dubbin made for hoots,
anti-dimming outfits for gas helmets,and Field Dressings.
Mobilization Stores on charge to Companies made up to
necessary scale, Tradesmen close shops. All surplus stores,
tools,men's packs and officerst valises,moved to a store at
HEM,under guard till required. Wagons lcaded and move to
CAMON at 10 p.m,, arriving at 1 a.m, Blanket wagon unloaded
and wagens ard- blanketis distributed to Companies. Drivers and
storemen then guided to billets for the remainder of the night.

Watercarts despatched for water for cookers in time for
breakfast.

Sth. Battle stores drawn from Brigade Q.l. consisting of,to be
carried on the man, Cutters,wire, Waterbottles,M.S.pattern,
1 per man. Extra sets of packsaddlery also drawn.
Prismatic compasses checked to see that all Os.C. are in
poeseselon of one.
"Ground Flares and S.0.S.8ignals drawn from Brigade Q.M. and
to be carried till required.
M. and V. tins being collected for tre making of puddings(trench)
for use when in action. These tins are cut round open,scalded
and scrubbed in hot soda water,then the rough edges=are takeéen
off before sending to the Sergeant Cook (8/Sgt.J.Hepburn).
Special parade of all Company Q.M.S8s. for instructions and
directions re issuing and accounting for,later,of losses in
Battle Stores. Blankets again loaded and transport moves at

11 p.m, to vieinity of BLANGY TRONVILLE. On arrival all bivouac
for the remainder of the night.

6th. Reveille at 4,30 a.m, and ordered to move to new location nearer
BLANGY TRONVILLE,owing to congestion of transport lines; move
completed and stores erected. Wagons unloaded and more Battle
Stores drawn,also 1 extra iron ration per man drawn and issued.
Requisitioned for,drawn and issued,as per orders,the following:-
Waterbottles,filled, 1 per manj; S. A.ﬂ. ! 3 hanﬁdlier per mnn,
Sandbags 2 per manj Special Rum issue made. i
Ny 8,000 cdigarettes,a gift of the Y.M.C.A.,sent to the H&%ﬁﬂiiﬂn
p e Y and were much appreciated,owing to the prevailing scareity.
' ‘ #7- The following were forwarded to the Adjutant,message rmckats,
S.0.5., Success signale,ground flares,Tank hﬂardﬂ,eignallera
J stores,and echelon picks and shovels by limher,ready for use.
A hot meal consisting of tea, Eteaka,veaetablas and emergency -
biscuit puddings lef't the stmf&*at ¢ p.m. Tor the Battalion,also
1 ‘quart of water per man for refilling extra waterbottles.
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9th.

10th.

11th.

12th.

v APPENDI '3)

Breakfast leaves at 5 a.,m,,consisting of tea,porridge” and
bacon, .all in hot hoxes. Pioneers are working hard,making
these, and extra ones likely fo he required when stunt goes
off. Hand grenades,Zper man,drawn and sent to Rattalion Bl
Rations,wet and dry sent to the same place and at the same
time tonight,and the wagons packed ready for advance on the
word,after the attack, |

Breakfast (tea,porridge and bacon) left the store at XRxis
12.15 a.m, to reach the battalion hefore ZERO hour. Moved at
@ a,m, to BAYONVILLERS; camp on sits where German field guns

8till exist but without thegunners. Rear B.0.R. now accompany

Transport. ©Supply wagons following up on road are picked up
and guided to location. Rations sandbagged and made ready for
despatch to Battalion on finding new position. Hot meal ready
at 9 p.m, Shelled by a long range gun and move ahout 1,000 °
yards from junction of roads., Camp here for the night.

Special rum issue drawn and forwarded to Battalion. Battalion
Post Office detached to receive incoming mail during the
advance,and blankets sent back under a guard,till required.

Moved stores to GUILLAUCOURT. Guide sent hack to bring in
supply wagons. Water being carted long distances. Wagons used
to bring down captured guns,telephones etc. A great deal of
material, List being prepared and dump formed under Brigade
arrangements. Hot meal forwarded to Battalion alsec enough
water to fill all bottles,

Breakfast,hot,consisting of tea,bacon and porridge, leaves
store at & a.m.,wagons bringing back empty hotboxes and tins,
and captured material. Trophies with list,handed over to
Brigade Guard. Warned to move. X Transpcrt loaded and rove at
11.30 a.m, for DACURS. After arrival at 4 p.m. proceed to

HEM near AMIENS for officers' valises etc., Wagon despatched
for men's mail,also one for blankets. Both arrive and are
distributed. 1 wagon sent to Australian Comforts fund and
comforts drawn, as follows:- 4 cages sweets; 4 cases puddinge;
1 case tobaccoj; 1 case cigarettes; 1 gramaphone;4 cases sauce;
1 case pickles; 1 case of cakes; 3 sets Boxing gloves; 6 bhalls;
4 bats; 2 cases honey; 48 packs Playing cards, -
Pioneers report all correct on arrival after burying 59th
Battalion men found killed in action. Arrive from HEM with
valises etc., at 2,30 a.m.,by motor transport.

X Existing sanitary accomodation improved by Sanitary
Corporal and squad

Battle stores,also Mobilizaticn stores checked to ascertain
losses and deficiencies in action. Indents called for and
subritted to D.A.D.0.S. for losses and deficiencies by Signallers
and Lewis Gunners, Guns,Lewis,5 replaced from Gun Park,

Refitting of clothing considered unserviceable takes place,.
Comforts drawn and issued,the puddings being heated with midday
meal and working out at $1b per man. The pudding 1is much
appreciated and is the basis of many lighthearted jokes upon the
cocke., Sgt.Bootmaker Rawlinson and Tailor O'Brien proceed on
leave to the United Kingdom. Battalion Officers' Mess formed.
Pioneers makeé tne necessary furniture, Extra sanitsry accomodat-
ion again supplied; sufficient for a battalion., Boots inspected
by Company Commanders and reports sent to B.O.R. on necessary
repailrs, Bootmakers take repairs in hand with instructions to
work all night.

Proceed to HEM by Motor Transport with loading party. Bring all
Battalion stores dumped to DAOURS. Guard reperts with same.
Sports material issued, Casualty packs returned to store for
digsposal after issue of packs to Companies. Clean supply of
underclothing drawn. Men attend baths and return solled articles
to store for return to Baths Officer, Post office erected for

receiving /
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13th. .

14th.

15th.

l16th.

17th.

18th.

19¢%h.

20th.

2lst.

eend.

23rd.,

S i ' APPENDIX ZZ_ b

receiving and despatching mail matter, bas equipment inspectéd
by Battalion uas N.C.0 and defective articles replaced. Warned
to move early in morning and all shops and post office close

Reveiiie at 3.45 a.,m, Wagons loaded, Surplus stores,valises,
packs etc,placed in store under guard. Cookers proceed with
Battalion, Transport moves to GUILLAUCOURT WOOD and flannelette
and oil supply sent forward to companies on arrival, Wet rations
sent forward to cookers which are still with battalion.
Australian mail to June 23rd arrives.

Pioneers making hot boxes.,0thers collect petrol tins from
adjacent roads.picks and shoveles sent forward to B.O.R. Rations,
both wet and dry go forward.

Warned for move. Wagons loaded and standing by all day.
Pioneers bury a soldier of this Battalion in the cemetery,

and erect a cross (Private Clark). Cookers report back to
transport lines. Moveat 8,45 p.m, for new sector, After arrival
breakfast leaves cookers at 1 a.m, for Battalion near MORCOURT.
All bivouac for remainder of night.

Accompany Transport Officer to inspect site for new limes nearer
to Battalion. Move to Canal bank hear CERISY. Visit battalion

to find location. Hot meal (evening) sent up at 8 p.m., also

2 water carts to refill bottles.

Breskfast leaves store at midnight.

Pioneers report to Battalion Headquarters to erect H.Q. Guide
gent back to pick up supply wagons and direct to new location.
Dump formed for "Salvage" which is abundant. Blankets of
battalion sent for to he o hand if required.

Cookers sent nearer to Battalion to save transport and to be
nearer water supply. Salvage is arranged to be collected from
forward and sent down daily, Large quantities about.

Fly safe erected by pioneers.

Salvege,8 loads,(Limbers) sent to Divisional Dump,including
over 400 rifles.Cockers repa t back to Transport lines,owing
to likelihood of valley being gassed. Evening meal sent up
in hot boxes,

Bootmaker sent to Brigade Nucleus to look to boots of 52th
Battalion men there,also material sent with him. All spare men
collecting and counting German captured equipment for = despatch
to the rear. Stores drawn from D.,A.D.0.S., and issued.

% wagon loads of salvage and trophies sent back. Canteen
established neer Battalion Headguarters.Rations as usual.
officer placed in charge of salvage operations forward.
wramaphone forwarded to Battalion Headquarters to liven up
c8d moments,

More ealvage returned after listing. Warned likely to move to
VATIRE., Send part of transport cn with blankets and apare boxes,
Rations as usual. Supply of vegetables now good.

Move to VAIRE and camp on Canal, Change of clothing drawn.XXXXX

- EXXXEXXXXRX Packs and valises brought up from rear store, and

issued.  Sanitary accomodation provided.Present arrangements
practically NIL, Ration wagons guided to new spot and now
issued in bulk to C.Q.lM.S5s.

4

J-\.--.h

=
Rt -
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e TRENDIY
n ¢lothing drawn from D,A,D.0U,.5. to satisty L%%;ggb Pands, X

‘Zﬁg{zst. Complete change of underclothing issued and setied articles
- (one for one) returned to store, Balance of surplus kit '
brought from DAOURS to VAIRE with guard, Pioneers make
necessary furniture for officers' Mess, .. .
Proceed to PETIT ST.JEAN with limb®r and purchase load of
vegetables for battalion,returning mext morning. Bootmakers
push on again in limited time toO boot repairs of Battalion.

25th. Tradesmen as usual,including fat recovery merchant.
_Amount of fat returned this month to date 1,750 lbs., Last
month we obtained the seccond for the Division,nearly 3,0001bs.
Rations as usual in bulk to C.Q.M.Ss.

26th, Rear store for surplus gear again formed at VAIRE Chateau,
under guard. C.,0. with Adjutant inspects Transport lines,
Q.M's stores and billets.. Bootmakers' report shows repairs
to boots , 115 pairs,new issues 4€ pairs, in three days,
with staff of 3 men,Sgt.Bootmaker being on U.K.leave, This
includes repairs to nucleus and details marched in.
One wagon load of salvage and captured guns sent to D.A.D.0.S.
Complete lists now filed with Brigade Salvage Officer,
Lieut.Anderson. Lists very heavy.

27th. ~weneral Routine., Nucleus march out,

28the. Valises,packs,hats,stationery boxes,stores and blankets
on wagons ready for move. Move at 3 p.m, for PROYART.
Cookers proceed with Battalion and move back to 1lines af'ter
evening meal. Enemy aertéplane bombhs and machine guns lines,
Casualties - 1 horse shot in nose. Dry rations sent in
sandbags to Battalion.

29th. Breakfast leaves at 2 a.m. Move at 9 a.m, to ESTRES. Cookers
sent to Rattalion near BARLEUX. No shops opened as we are
liable to move. R.Q.M.S.0ates sent back to guide ration
wagons from Supply section to new location. B.C.R. established
in old German trench. 12'X)0' canvas shelter only protection
from weather, Lieut.Sansom in charge.

30th. Reveille at 5.%0 a.,m,,move at 8 a.m, to H.9 .a.central,Cookers
report to Battalion after evening meal. Watér being carted
long distances owing to scarcity of wells.Rations sent by
pack mule to Battalion Headquarters,water same,
Shelling,heavy. Difficult tc obtain the return of petrol tins,

31st. - Breakfast,porridge,tea and bacoh,leaves cookers at 1 aem,
The Bootmaker and Tailor report from U.K. leave. Comfortis
drawn as follows:- Cocoa and Milk, & casesj; biscuits,5 cases;
cigarettes 2 cases; tobacco 2 cases; puddings 1 case;
cigarettes issued and greatly appreciated.Local supply
practically nil. No canteens available, Evening meal,
consisting of steak,tea,vegetables and puddings forwarded
after dusk., Water supply,l quart per man,also sent forward,
Amount of fat returned, 20901lbs (approx.5 (Awaiting A.S.C.

: Railhead weights ) | :
supplies from Supply Coy.A.S.C. for the month were good,the
increase in vegetables being noted.

Issues from D.A.D.0.S. also good and being kept well up to
| time for delivery. |
- ‘ Salvage List for month very heavy,as per list sent to the ‘
Brigade Salvage 0fficer, Lieut.Anderson.

g LT e

sd/ W.May, Captain.
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