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Ref,Sheet 627 | WAH DIARY Vgl

.. Diaries and Intelligence 1/40,000, _ oY | 1
«zo contained in F. 8. Regs, Part Il INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. - e
«e Staff Manual respectively. Title pages | '; ‘
will be prepared in manuseript. (Evase heading not requived.) 1 = S
i = g e _ 4 L " P _._________Jl T
Place | Date ‘ Hour Summary of Events and lnformation / | iﬁ;gﬁgﬁﬁ
, + e R e Sl N o A e AR 1 e e W —_— L
April. Gun positions ir Australian Corps Tine (BAIZIFUX - ROWSLE Line) improver,
BATZIFITY| 1s% 1ine was 31i-htly shelle® by the enemy with Wield Guns an® lisht Hows, Wo
i | | S - —Gov, 12 0frs, 134 O/Ranks, ) R
CAVTRUTTLL® 3;#' Commence? relief of 12th Aust, ¥.0.Coy., vid 2 Company Order No,3 Warke: A%,
Sige| | Relef cemplotes, et R
RATZITOX -

g H__ Semwary raljsved hy §th Aust M C_Coy, by Sy e, vidpveport o0 . . .| e

g operations marked #RH . and Casualty List *C", Wote the 8 guns lost in actim

— __ _were replaced at onc . | Fron i, 18 S N )
| Woved by Reoa? from BAIZTWITX to POVT WOVELTLES into Rillets, This village was four?

e . SN __ %o be evacuate® hy civilian population an® "as under slicht shell fire an? otk |
‘ bomb, fire from Asroplanss at ﬁight'ﬂl " e ‘ X y ,i

T TOVELT RS Bt ___TReorganisition of Company proceeded witn, Guns an” Stores clsane” an” gear L3 )
PO s | X sorted out into ssctions, ete, - ;

| —gﬁz—j‘—-—f-—-—-- Company pul threush a Hot bath, 7o0,.426Db C.,Q.M,S,.WILSON H.7", proceeded to 4th M

AM.C.Ptn, for Auty as Rattalion 0.¥.S, 7,0, Class II (Temporary).
Company move? by road to BOWVAY an- reliave? the 13th Aust,¥.G.Coy by 8 p.m., vi-‘s

Coy, Orfdaer 10,4 marks” Wne_ |
In ggtim. 11th irst, Tieut,®.A,Sheridan reporte? back for ~uty from Hospltal
Strencth ¢ 07T, 148 "anks, |
¥o,468 Pte,Ruschpler R, 0, and ¥o,372 Cpl.TAVE C,¥, who formse? part of the 8 gun | =
T %eams Peportes missins on Sth inst,, havinT sscape” from ememy SR an”s
| reporte? to the Company, Vi®e their report marke? #®w, |
———ath Aust, . G, Pattm forms?mwbsorbine 4,12, 13, & 24th Companges, EE o7
Capt,.,¥,Crouch V¥V, C, taken on B8trangth ex 17°th M.G.Coy. an? g

mi;lf.-t?f' anA in ,
-Gomman®of —this Frit; —Thes followins hgve s ¥ititary ¥efal AL

————— AT /Bpi.Grant R A436 -Olive ¥R, — Straencth 10-0FF5,139-0/Ranks

Vo.,4284 Segt,Suge, C., 749 T Gpi.Eaméﬂ J.A., 429D, cpl."leywqﬂﬂ H,J. o 6783
30 Reirforcements taken on strangth ex 4th A Y, G,Btn, Strencth 10 07fs,.170 O/Rs |
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 Waler FITAGAT (Ptn,Padre) hell Caurch Sarvicein the Fisl A Tteut M . T Tantzke
taken on strength ex 4th ¥,0.Btn, rairforsemants (Ca’at OfTicer)
—Strengih 11 Cffs, 17906/ Ranks, el

Company move® by Road to PONT WOVRLTHS vide report on Operations marked www,

—— —— -— — — ————— .
== — — _—— FE—— - -_— - —_——

(Agyrs) Wt Wz3sh/P36o Gog,o0x 12fi7 . D. & L. Behi82a. Forms/Caridfis
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| -' Ins"tmcﬁ;:ﬁi-'re garding War Diaries and Intelligence
| Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs,, Part 1.
| and the Staff Manual respectively. Title Pages
'i will be prepared in manuscript,

Place Date | Hour

WAR DIARY
< oo GO,
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY g0, 00X

(Evase heading not vequived.)

Summary of Events and Information ; 1i -

CEN "
ol
/’;;g{ : Army Form

}
i

e
(. 2118
Remarks and

references to
A ¥

| POYT NOYRLLES
23:4:‘131

24:4:%18,

24:41:718,

o8 343 Y18,

=~

-
1
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- Covnpany 1:_-31.".

fompany rasting in Piliste. Paraftes, 9.30 a.m, te 17 “ﬂﬂﬂ;ﬂliﬂﬂ-i:gr;gm =
3 ant  an® brusiine oclethas, boots, eto, ,cleaningiGuns, an +-’?~1‘“ a'::n .
':Gl*; ata _ aleanine gwrmn, an? inapsction of Gas Resplrators, =p.M.
» ¥ " - e I ’ " - - | ‘p:..ipﬂﬂe
unﬂtiﬂlﬂtiﬂn nf nnrning ' o . a1 0= -3 A & laﬂ
F‘Et;:u?ri;.[:;ama of Auercieu Jine (portion of 3r” Zona E;erﬁ:rg;:%b 2
211 smngenety for the cocupatior of t.:f.l! 2123 g:nnﬂnﬂn:;;-;*‘Frtﬁa from
- _ Y ] i 4 : {3 L SEF e - e -
i hwe fo=napr! ar® aecon? Zorae, : = The
;ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁzéigﬂﬂtn Pantenl *ue South to ¥ 5 Gﬂntrglikfﬁsq?éLii'Ei???;l-Tj_zF
BRGNS B¥e = ¥ ) - £ the Southrn Half 1% Line
. : a Por the Asflenas O \ = E | '
ﬂm?:gi: :E::'g;';,gi”., Torge unier Tieut=Colonel EQTTL;T m;g;:} qi;;rt;:
aﬂq . % . L ; : . mﬂ'iﬂﬁﬂﬂ yna -D,?‘ iy & | '
w M nosrs netn 'tﬂ'! 'ﬁtth A-“'q ol B - - & h Rattyalions
1":?-?‘31:5 1s nrtap ﬂ‘ln-ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂ. 12 A, I.Brigate (47 th & 48th Pat Y
NI ASRRTERE . S ) ' v fn,. Cov : 2.
orly) ’:T# } :?'1}1}!:;,;# ':[rn:! qi;ﬂ"g OO TTRTY abont 9 a.n, 1 gﬂzﬂmuf‘ er
= i i s a 4570 B e - =y’ 1 £ - X; -l .
ﬁ%a ‘!12»*1 san an® Tiant Jantzki '#‘i"‘pt’*t'};:" ?”r.ﬂﬂﬁ‘zziiir;_{ E-r-t:r+;r'-
) . . 1 uﬂ - ?I,’ 'E ’ ! - it ; 55
: 57t "attn, (8th ’ 1ag3ful
for attachment to ks f1ﬂ1;+ﬂ;e vITTERS RRRTOV FIX, Attack aun:?aa -
atiangk at 1! p.g, 1O TIOAEPL vide pepvort by Tieut Sheridan markecs
uea maid to Company 7000 Franes,)
total amourt pai” = P2, an? 13th
Sou-terattank ’h; 384k Aust, Tnfantry Ble, (5th i}u??'n?i:;wi;ﬂigfthﬁﬂi
O e afantee Ws. LAtk Aunt, Piv.) on right, watn © Ok ful, an?
f-:“; irf ’;i 11:* aw 11 sentre to retaks VITIERS RRETO :ﬁ’!- ?“E:EH”" g N
- r e - L i L e : B » 3 wed $h "TJI.TIH' 1!:*".:. na 1T .
kg 2y pigoners itaken wilth m R
1'?-_‘7#23:‘?%&;3(:;:“2&6;- ’-Sﬂ". Auant, ™eision Fﬂﬂﬂhpﬂit'r’f!*'&h_'f’ T.1em ;;-:hpd;*
ﬂi#:;&&ki:&ﬁmgﬂ ;;1;#31'1! are rogei-ef to relieve ﬁ:iu H‘!:n;?;;m# wj_l-‘r-;h | .
el T 3 i{s at Tihemont, Twaininz of Company PYe (Yote f'":iq
™, m.ﬁl;ﬁi;ﬂ; §{ nas Vasks with mancauvres irn trenchnes, 4 b fﬂ‘r F'&H*
+ ﬂiﬁing;i sonaifora?® necessary in view of WS Rargy M T "
rainingis S

ahglles ouemvis now putting ovars, )

b \

1875 Wi W3503/826 1,008,000 2/15 J.B.C.& A. A.DS.S.[Forms/C. 2118.

HGII
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WAR DIARY . Armmy Form C. 2118 {

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or ' -y

\ maries are contained in I. 8. Regs., Part II., INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. | Lty U \
ind the Staff Maunual respectively. 11:1-3: pagasl | >
will be prepared in manuscript. , (Erase heading not vequired.) st i

| | ] :'! o o miutks and
Place Date 1 Hour : Summary of Events and Information 3 ”/:_, g _ _ rﬁ;;:ﬁ:ie? _
—p— } = = — =
|
274401 | ; The VILLERG PRWFONNMIX Sseter recomnmoitra? hw the 0.0,, alao by Tients N

PR an® STWOLAIR, Thias Sector iz nel” hy tue IIIrr* Corps, 8th British
Mvision to wiieh the 13th Brigide has besn attaghe? ainae heasourtors

attaok To vetake the Villare on tha 25th, The 12th Aust, Inf B, is
to rallava the 13th Ple, orn the night of 28+th-20th an” hy extan®ine their

W«—————-ﬁv—v——'ﬂ.— —
e s "

- —— e ——

frovit, ths Ath Aritish ™i—ialon 15 %o come ouf, Tha 12fh TAe will aorneat
their right up w1t the Trangh Celonial Troops,

—The Company wmarshe” out of PONT YOVELTES with its Transport at 10,350 a,m, |
halt was mads n.t m:ll‘!ﬁuy : :n:llu pmt DADURS on the right bank of the |

| T— aBUt § pome8actions moved off. The SOWE was crogmat hy A Wilftary

STYER — Our—3 o z® = hot meal of star anA Tea ' -
fnr tha Gu:- ny ard ‘nau tha t.:lm‘nerq 'erae packed in Tighting orfer and |

Pantaoen Prifge, The ramsinfer of the Comuany procunﬁ*-‘ fn LAIOTTE :l-#o |

i ——

——211latg,  Tropmport Tines belns situated ot CAON —
In actien.{ Wota, A ®ull raport of thase operatiorn will appear in Vay War ﬂa.ry)

———Stroneth of Coopary 11 0%, 493 0/Masks, | ——
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18,000-12/17-872 "{1

WAR DIARY .- |

“TBAWH Aust, ¥aehine Gun Coy.
FOR !
. I
: M&. 60y,
; Ne. o

LIST OF APPENDICES. .

o~
No. Subject.
Opnaeration Orfer Vo.3. ,
| % neport on Oparations earried out by 241th 1 2. 0oV
| “shile attashe? %o 12th Rrigade,
e Natnrn of Jasnaltiss to Yoon 6:4:1918,
Li Operation Order WO 4. ol
)i T?Jt'?.lzeri' By Yo,648,Pte,Ruschipler,R,C.4n No.372
cpl.Iane C,Y, whorvera raporte? as misairng on
Sth April 1918,
7 Raport on Operstions frommil h to 218t April 19018,
#a 9% atement bv Wo 424 Szt . Popkin O, .
Countare-atissk to retake VILIERS - PRRTOY BOX,
: Raport on operaticns of nTn Seetion, 24%h to
26th April. _
H Ration Repert Tor April,
Ha ™Met Sheet, '
I 24 th Aust Y.0.0ov, Orter Wo,5,
g Copy latter to T,0, gen? Tattn,
X t.atter rafer noa Tient Jaok's W, C,
Panommantation for Immatiate Rerar? LorSpgt,
Tri " ’I‘s nﬂﬂit (] i &
u Swmary of Pusiress which was Alssusse” a’
Companv Comman?ers? Conference 24th April,
o f Erp &27.
%ﬁ_ﬁ_‘_
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qUDTT, ; Copy Yo, 11.

OPERATTON ORTER Vo 3 /g /’ P h“5n £

24th WACHINE 4T 0OV,

Reference Sheet 627
1/40,000,

The 24th Wachine Gun Coy., will relieve the 12th
Yachine Gun Coy., in the Line on the nights of the 2nt-3r? an? 3r2.4t h,.
"heres Guns are beins worke? by Sections, one Sub-
gection will be relieved on the nicht of the 2nA-3r*, an? one the
followine nisnt, The remainine Sub-sectiors will be relieve
on t1e nicht of the 3r7, | :
The followine opposite numbers will report to 12th
Company HeaAquarters at ™ 10 b 3.9 at 2,30 p.m, tonight with a view
to reconroitring their positions, They will each take with them
one Runner, who will also be able to act as guide ‘uring the relief.

Lieut. Digat to Tisut. Upton Sq. E 14 b.
" RitcharA? " Trae B L,
" “FGPS " Pontin E 14 c.

Belt-boxes, Tripo?s, bullc ammunition an? Trench Stores
if ,ny, will not be relieved, but will be eaxcharnced at the Tranaport
T.ines vunier arrancements of Company Commandarg,

| Turing the afternoon of the 3r”?, Tieut , Peut will re-
port to TLieut, Jack at Square ™ 12 a 00,98, an? on the night of
the 3r2=-4th, he will, with on= Sub=section, of "B" Section, re- -
lieve the guns at present under Lieut. WooA, Guides for this
purpose will be supplie? by 13th Maecnine Gun Coy.

- Harnding-over Certificates will be obtaine? in each
case to enable the re-arranzement of Relt-boxes, ete, at rear Head-
quarters,

A total of no more than 19 all ranks per Section will
be takan, i.e, 4 per gun (inclusive), 2 Runners, 1 Officer,

Company Headquarters will close at Raizieux gt 12
noon on the 3rA? an? yreeopen Tavieville at 12:30 p.m. same “ay.

1:4:%18, Sg?,) FP.B.Hinton, Major.
2

(Sg?.)
0.C.24th Wachine Gun Coy.
Issue? at 11 a.m, by Runner,

Vo. 1 to 0.C, 4th ¥ .G . Battn,

A Saction,

A "

T "

> 1 T T
n 8 g/f P4TH ™\
Transport Officer, / LIST.
0.6, 12th W.G.Coy.
office, M.G. COY.

"

=~ OO bda

- .

Tar Piary. S i

ke

v

—
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BEPORT OF OPWRATIONS CAPRI¥N OUT BY.

I I = il — il il - -

73 24th WACHIYR oUW COMPANY.

e - . A et mm

HILE ATTACHER T0 12th BRIGATE, /"ﬁm"\ ,
AUST. |

maf, Sheet 621, W.E. ELx |
1/30,000. : " M’EI '-..-'QY- _

tNeh was —

At 8 p.m, on the 3ist., ult,, one Se
placed in position at ™ 6 ¢ 8 § wit™ the object of strengtiiening the-
left flank of *he Brigade an? guarding the Valley running frof AT RFR
to MILLENCOURT, 3

e relief of the 12th WMachine Gun Company,, inthe
1ine wasg carrie? owt on the nightd of the 2nA-3r® an? the 3Jrd-4th inats,
Half the rompany was relieve? esach night, an? the *ispesitions on the

r4th inst, were as follows:=-

1 Section in Ouvarry in ® 14 c,
1 n in ® 4% central

1 N in® 13 b7 9

2 guns in T 80 6.2,

<, " in’h 84 5.4

The relief was carried out without casuvalties,

On the night of the 4th inst.,indirect fire was carrie?
out on the following targetss-

B 21 a 8,9,
20 b 8.3.
! 18 8 5.2,

by the Section'in E 13 B, Owing however, tothe sodden nature of the
grount it was found Aiffigult to maintaln the correct elévation while
firing and firing was Aiscontinued after firing approximately 500 rounds

at eacn target,

On the morninz of the 5th inst,, th= enemy heavily
attecked the 12th PBrigade front, Wo verifie? information re the action
of the gurs in ¥ 14 ¢ an? E 14 cehtral can be obhtained, @ these guns
with their erews complete are missing, but from statements from the_
Infantry.-# appears that these guns Weme in action for a long while,
inflicting large casnaliies on the anemy, an? that they rem, inedin

sction mrtil aftsr they were completely surroundad,

The two gung in B 8 b undter Lieut, Jack, engaged
aeveral good targets ineluding = liaght maechine gun which was firing
from F 14 a, Tisut Jack continusd in action until he was quite enfilade:
from the right and in danger of being cut off, As the Infantry had retdh
-eA, he withdrew, fist to the copse in .8 b, an? ihen to the AMIENS -
nOAT, finally taking up a position under ¢rders of ths 48th mattalion
Commander, in the< trench at E2 c2,1, This Of ficer get his two guns A
with avxiliary tripods an?® 5 belt boxes per gun away safely,an? remgine
in astion throughout the attack, an® afterfp bringing harassing fire te
bear on the enemy's forw,»? pogsitions, |

™he guns 1in #1@ b were vnable to Ao any firing on
asccount of the Infantry coming back an@ thus obstructing the fiel” of
fire. The Section ®mmandsr, Lieut Ritchard, withdrew, under my or?ars
to E 7 c 2 6, Tater in te aftepnoon, these guns assisted in the counter
attack made by the right battalion, by bringirg indirect fire teo bear
on the roa? rurning from W 20 b1 9, ©F 20 b 4 5, At mifday,the 48th
nat+alion Commander sske? ma for assistance for fe left flank, ant 1
sent the 4 puns from B 4, which bebdngedto the 12 th Company, to
saaist in the conaolidation of +he line rumning from E 8 ¢ 7,9, To

m 8- a 0N,

¢ T s gl i
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;g_ 32 ' S : | —"-—
ﬁ* ‘ -2 - AFPENDIY 9 7
/
AP Mirine the night of the 5th inst,; I obtaine” 6Cuns and
| crews frommrear party to rsplace the Sections lost. -
At 4 a,m, on the 6th inst,, my final Aisposition was:-
8 Guns betweamn B2 ¢ 7.2 an* E 7 c 4.8

2 o at B 7 a 2.6
4 i inhe A 6.3

- mpany place”? 4 Guns R ey . ; _
gﬁ:téi:i:i;xgixy fn T 6 ¢ "uring the preceding evening, I visited
211 these cuns Aurins the morning of the 6th inst an?” cnnierraﬂ S
with Infantry Commanters who were gatisfie? with fields of fire ete,, -
of the pgun=, The guns in the Tine running from Exﬂxzﬂhnxﬁkﬂxziuﬁxx
F o a to 8 a, Mring the morning of the 6th, kept up sniping fire
on the enemy in B 9 a an? ¢,

' » 4 n B 7 ¢ brought inte .
Muring the afternoon of the §th, the 2 guns in _ =
2ipeat fire to bear on he Railway Viatuct in B 20 b, firing approx-

imately 4000 roun-”s,

2 ) lief of my
At about 7 p.m. on the night of the th_, the re 13
Company by the 6th Company commenc=4, ar Asspite the piteh Aark,
anA heavy rain, was successfully sarria? out by 11 p.m. without
casualties,

My total casualties Werei-

Wigsine, 2 Officers, 33 0/Ranks,
WounteA, ‘ ' 8 0/Ranks,

| ' A A
Onz hot meal per “May wag served to all gun crews, an® AIry
sox were supplied 2aily, °* Throughout my tour of Auty, I kept in
Talephonic communication with Brigade Hearquarters, and with the
Section Commander in B 7 e,

54 s (Signed) .F.BR.Hinton, Major.
el 0.0C.24+th Machine Gun Coy,

- ' Jf’//f'AUST. N

M.G. COY. |
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24th WACHIN® Y COY,

A RETHRN O CASTATTI™S to Woon 6:4:1918.
Officers, 0/Ranks,
HISSING, a
Taamt, €. €. hight, No, 422A Sgt. ¥cFhee C.C,
Lieut, ¥, C, A, Myers, 292 %  Reeves, J.R.
372 T/ Cpl. Lane C.Y¥.
42"B A/Cpl. Rigrs J.V,
430R T/Cpl, Sutherlan?® 1,

~ 511A T./Cpl.
— | 4338 T,/0pl,

2237 " Pearce W H. 8, /',
y ' 556 " "hitnear T H,
| ATS " Share ¥ _A,
4724 ¢ Steart T,
368 Pte, Hinds H,. T,
3079 " Forsyth S85.J5.
652 # Wegner G,0.
- 4882 "  @6,Dawson(¥, ¥, )
631 » Adam ¥ K,
4200 " YeParlan® ¥, ¥,
A828 " Xelly 8.
34 09 ” ¥gan 1..C.
645 "  ¥Yurphy ¥,
282% " Harris H,W,
642 * .TiAAe2l]l W . H,
5990 " Townsineg ¥,J.
432 " Pruce V_ ¥,
682 " Hackett W, ;
468 “ PRusehpler R,.C.
7372 . Yde W _A.J.
-~ 6504 * - Tonks E.V.
3163 o : o i o S
647 . Pithers T,
431A " Sellars A,H,
472 A . Stanwlix »_.J.
6:’ O o (1}{;& ﬁ'fk--ppq f?
g TOMNTN T ASTTOY,
0fficers, 0/Ranks,

Teonar? 7 _ T,
Gleesgon J ¥

vog sl g y

Wo.428A A/Cply Reafte 0.%,
369 Wﬂ'ﬂarﬂimﬂﬂn . K,
Nl 3447 Pte, Ho®¥f ESET
724-1‘2 ' f .'Hhu-";;f G

. & 8 & = & w

Tor C.0, é4
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T4
>\ f?
; smcqw. cﬂp? Hui ''''' L
% R " > A
| OPTOATIAN AOTETR WO, 4 HPP I
| 24th WAQTINT AUV AOY.
Ref, Sheest 62D 10:4:1'18
1/40,000. ;

The 24th Wachine Gun Coy, will relieve the
13th Wachine Gun Coy., in the Tine on the afternocn of 10th inst,

The Aispositions of the Unit to be reliesved
are as follows:=-

Companv Headquarters, Billet Wo.8 ROWWAY, I 17 e,

. Transport Tines H 3% b,
_ To be relieve? by !
4 Guns irn front Line "D Section.
2 “ Js29 D 1,9 - R & Szt.Porkin,
2 o J 26 @ 4.6 e
2 " J 26 4 0,0 o L "
gis 8 J 26 ¢ 1.2; e s 5 "
1 . J 34 a 9.7 Lieut, Peut,

T™=28e “*ispositions will be kept intact after
relief except for the transport lines which will be notifie? later,

Only Guns anA? Spare<parts Wallets will be taken
in by 24th Machine Gun Coy.

Handinz over receipts will be given to out-
standing Section Officers. :

24 hours Rzxktiswsx Iron-rations an? rations for
11th inst, will be carrie? or the man "men leavine these billats,
Iron Rations an? Gas Helmats wil]l be inspecte” by Section Officers
before leavine the present Billet.

Sections will arranze to relisve with as near
18 all ranks as possible, "C¥ Saection will remain as Company
regerve an? will move to Compary Wea'quarters for the present,

Sections, ete., will move as follows:=

#B" Section leave present Company H'Qra. 3 p.m,
HAH " " " " " 3.30 P-ml
" " " " " H 4 p.m
g ; ; . . 3.45 p.m,

Arrived at new Company Headquarters, Section
Officers will at once g=t their men “istributed un?=r cover and
report to Company Headquarters for orAers,
Company Headquarters will &loae POWP WOV, T.HS
at 3.30 p.m. an? open "OWVAY 4 p.m, P

(Sgd.).F..B..Hipton, ... .Major.
0.C.24th Wachine Gun Coy.
Issue?- at 11,15 a,m, to:-
Hﬁ.é to 0;0. % SacEinn.
Fa ey
3 Y " i Sl
4 1] ™ " >4 O] o
5 2n? in CommanA?, |
6 Transport Officer,
7 0.C, 4th Wachine Gun Bn,
8 War Miary. el |
¢ 13th Wachine Gun Coy, | £ /)
10 Office, = ' //“

-
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 Bpea . T App ETR

Report by Vo0.648 Pte.Ruschpler,R.C, an? Yo,372 Cpl,.lane C,W, who
mere reporte”? as missing on 5th Ap-il, 1918,

-

. — g e e e e ek W SR S A S S S e R S e S S

Yhile in our position ir the Chalke-pit about 10 0%fclock on the
morrnine of the 5th, Fritz, sent over about 30 Gas-s3iidllg, an? then
starte? 3 bombarment, - His Wachine Cun Rullets wer= cutting the edge
of the Pit for some consi”erable time, The firast we mew that tae
Germans ha? surrount=? us was a couple of Rifles shots from the rear,
wien we Aiscovered that we were covered by p=raaps a couple of “ozen
‘Rifl=s, an? the Germans all roun? us. Coul”? not possibly get our
* guns mounten, ‘All "A" Section were also captured without firing a |
shot, as they ha® no chance or tims to mount the gun, Tney wers taken :
throuehh Pernancourt in the night. Tiink they nave a separate camp for
the Australians, Refore beins firally captured, it was impossibl=
topmount guns as machkine gun bullets, were raininzg over the top.
o not know how they got roun? Mr, Might, It waz very hazy an?
we coul”? rnot ses th- Railway Tire through 1t. It was about 10,30 a.m,
whean the G~rmans passe® the whole Sectior “own the roa? towards TNernan-
court, Te ware hrinsinr irn wounde® to the Tressine Station the whole
Ay, Turire the time we "ere carryvirg in wounded, Tonks, LiA%ll,
Hackett, Pithers an?® Townsing were with us, 2130 a wounte” German
| Officer, Tonks wag taken by on2 of the Germans to Wslg?wuun*z* Fritz,
| On his way to the Tressing-station, Tonks was wounded in’ the back by
a piece from one of our shells, Taen Hicket an? Ruschpler 12 the
@erman Officer an® helpa?® Tonks to the Tressing Station, nayTitne
came back to the Cerman Cfficer ir the Tiel® who kept them with“hﬁm

& l-...i:'! ]

for about 3 hours,
(Pte., Rusechpler), About 3 on the afternoon of the 5th, I wamtgﬁ?

tha Pragsinz-station to get a stretcher to bring the Officer in,“d
coul? not get one, an? they Rept me thare, A German Y,C.0, sent two |
of is man to set the OFfFficar, but our shelling was so heavy that -they

- came back again, After 1t ha? got quieter, Cpl, TLane aﬂriva*rgxf%hﬁ‘f
Station, ™2 two of us with the two Germans then went out jggin, hu;f/
pbur Machine Gun fire just outsid= MNarnancourt was so heavy that 7e hars

- to come back again., TFrom there on I 20 not know what became of the
remainder I was with in the Fiel?, nor the GCerman Of ficer, Cpl. Lane

an?® T *acife? to take the fivst oprortunity offering to clear out, and
if possible get bBack to our Tines, but the German A, V,0, tok us to
carry the German Mortor who had. been killed in the Tressing Station by
one of our shells, There ware two Germmans with us whiles earrying the
Toctor, an® we ha® to procee? under a very heavy Rombar ment from ow
oans, Owine to the heavy firs, we had t6 le_ ve the body so that we
conl”? move guicker on to Weaulte where we stayes till 2 a.m, on the
6th in the Moctor's Rillst with the 2 escorts. T™are they Tave us
a loaf .of Rlack Rrea? and a tin of Weat, At 2 a,m. we move? on again
to the Tressinz-station at Waricourt, where ha? a slice of Black RBrear

an® hot Coffes, After staying there for an hour, move? off wifh
about 20 German whlking wount=", and 1 Australian, also wounde?, to
Peronne, where we arrived at about 1,30 p.m. HaA Ninner consistinz

of thick Vacaroni Soup an? taen taken to the Prisoners' Billéts, At
% a.m. the following morning, we were put on fatigu=s dburying German

_ Aead about 4 kilos., out of Peronne, This laste? till about 3 p.m,
Yov=? out apain at 7 a.m. next morninz to work at making a roa”? in
front of German Or®nance Stores, Tis last=? for ,bout 2 hourses

- whe» it starte? to rain hsavily, so were put to work insi’e fthe stores
for the rest of thes Aay, The followirg morning, BTu=sfay, we were
put to work piecking green brambles use? to camouflage stacks of Gas

WeRhhEARES TRSE FEES USERALeT W R AR 1ve SERYHG1RE ibR12NE.5M s tre
Railway Station. At 7 p.m. this nicht, about 109 prisoners including
"2 other Australians all marche? out of the Billets for ?ray, It was =
2 heavy roa?® an® raining hard®, We stoiped at 10 p.m, at a Aemolished
village about 8 kiles, from Peronne, where we remaine” tfl S5a.m, The
following morning, Thursday, we continued our marceh to Bray arriving

at 10 a,m, Thurs®fay, in a very knocked up condition, hawing had no
breakfast., Ve resta? till 12 an?. then na? Ainner, Here Cpl. IAnNn-

was put on someothar work an?® I was with a larg=party of mixe? prisoners
vhich were marche? to an Aerodromes xmw ground ahout 7 kilos away, an”
were put on to filling up an ol? trench to make the groun? level ,WorkeA
at this for about 24 hours an? than returned to Billkets which consisterd
one of our barb-wire compounss with iron huts, At 4 .30 the following
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morning a party of 100 of us were msaaw® marche? to the Aerodrome grafind %

an? remained at the same work till about 4 p.m, when we returne? to |
the Compound, <k - s e
Asit ha? been a very fine Aay an? promis=? to be a good R

tnfﬁht, Cpl, Tane an' I Aecide” to make an attempt to escape. Se‘ting ZH
our course from a ¥ap whieh got at Peronne, on th= Stars, we brokeout d
of the Compound at abont 9,30 p.m. with an finglish Prisoner, We had to 4

ecross a Ge-man Horse Transport Lines for about 200 yarAds which, with
some Aifficulty we succes?e? in Acing an? then ha? prantically-.plain
sailine across fi=l”As for about 3 kilos, when we weresud“enly pulled up

by seeings gsome fermans apprnaqhinq, As is their custon to question Rl :
everybody, they challenge? us, butwe turne? off without replving, They -
repeate” their challenge an? we ran, When we stoppe?® a couple of L‘

Junfred yards further on we missed the Tommy, He 1A not turn up al-
though we waite” an? we saw no more of him or the German, We cone-

_ timeAd on our way across some plaughed fisldg an? suddenly smelt Chlore
‘ine Gas, Luckily it "as only a few geconds as we inot have our G2s
"Wasks, OContinuine we gcame across two =l“vate? Tankswe had gse=n hsfore, -
which was where the d~a® TNoctor ha®? been left, We crossed the German -
Reserve T.ine which consiste® of the main road, (the Germans sheltering *
in Mig-outs on the side‘nf the roa?) without Immksxt incident, an® then ”
crosse? a Railway an? then over a Mick=-board Bri‘ge over the River, e |
struek a Ralway Sidting an® Tump an? then a roa? just outsits Mernancourt,
Contimuing, we rearly fell into a Teman Support Trench, with a Wachine
Gun mounted, but we were not ssen, FTrom here, 6 we cravled along the edge
of a Trench which ran inteo a Railway cutting which wag full of German

troops an? apparently wgs their support line, We gontinued to erawl
until we came to a suitable plac= to cross over where we held® up for f%
about 20 minutes waiting for the reliefs to be completed, We then L

311i* Aown a cutting an? walke? across the line an? climbed up on the

other si‘e, We then crawled for a couple of hunired yar”s so that the ~

Cerman Sentry at the crossing coul? notsee us, Wa then got up and s

ha? elear coine for a short time untll we struck what appeare?® to bea -

number of fGerman Tug-outs, Ws saw nobo”’y an? climefover a Bank anA |

cortinae” untll we hear” sounds of picks an® shovels, This woul? be |
“about 2:30 a.,m, Satur‘ay, We lay “own an? waite? an?® saw Verey Tights :
.- goinz up close hy an? presum~? we were on the Gerinan front line, Ve 4
kept still while a couple of Germans came out of a trencgh and walke~

roun® quite close to us, We thought we were caught, but luck was witnh |

us an? we were not noticed, After they haf gone, we slowly vwrigcled }

back Aown the slope until we coul”? erawl with safety to another position,

of the trench where there wasg ne working party. We crawle® up to

the Wront T.ine agair to about within 15 paces when we were su“enly pulled

up by somathing hitting the groun? along sifde us, Ve waite? an? could -

juat Aistineuish a German 8antry in the trench, an? after waiting for a

1ittle vhile longer, 2omes more stones an?' “irt were thrown at us, Ve

both kept.atill for about three quarters of an hour, when we slovly

wripeled? further away from this Sentry an? stoppe? about half way from

another at the other en? of the Trench, We waite® a 1little while

longer an? than cravled right up to the German trench., Ye gmot over the

top an® than jumpe? up &k sufdenly and ran about 200 yar”s towards whers

we thougnt our front line was, As soon as we jumped up we were challenged

by the Sentry wio immefiately fire-d, The other Sentry followed suit,

an? a Wachine Gun openes up on us, After falling into Shell-<holes,

e c,, W& were halte® by our own sentry in our frontlire, an® after ex-

amination by them, were passe?® on Aown 1o 0ompany Headquarters,

Veals, "M™ile in the German's hands, for Breakfast we had some kind
of Cof-ee (no zoo?) hot, about 4o0zs, of black bregd, being
24 hour's rations, | + :
M™Mnner, a Aixi e of thick-soup, ¥xrzakewt Wacaroni, Pearl
Barley or Vegetable,
Tea, a dixie of Cofes,
ARTITLERY. Saw no Artillery at all Auring the whole time witk(f@“; _
exception of one hiz gun north of Bray on a high hill.‘ﬁﬁ
There appsare? to be a large number of German troops at
Peronne, | £ |
It took about 5 hours to come from the German Compound/tp 1

our Front Tine, |
German “orses nothing but a bag of bones, Tie men looked

i

pretty well, an® think they got a fair issue of bread, 8
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s On the 10th April, the 24th A M.G,Cov., DProcee’?e”? from Post
Yoyelle to relieve the 13th Company at BONTAY,

Tie @mpany was attache? to the 13th Prigade vhich formeda
Aafensive flank to the 3r® Nivision, It's work was purely Aefenalve,

Tie Tiir? Miviaion consitere? the ri~t flank of their Sector
the one moast liable to attack, an” for this rsasen the 13th Rripgade
were at'ache? and given this job of strergthening the Asferces,

The afvancg of the Hun haf bhean temporarily checke?, hut no
one krnew exactly where the nex' gthtack woul?. take place, an? extra pre-
gcautions were necessary, s the ground. behin? #he Front Line was very
hirh an? “ominating, an® of great tactical importance, On the night
of 10th=11th, "A" Saction took up positio s at SAITLY-LE-SEC, 1 gun at

- o2 e 1.2, 1prunat T 34 a 9.7,(Poth under Lieut ,Peut,) an? 2 gnns
under Sgt., Porkin, at J 26 b 1,9, |

"RY Seation (Tieut . Paek) ha? 4 cuns at VATX (2 at T 26 ¢ 4,1
an?' 2 at J %6 A.0,0);

Tieut, Sinclair with "™ Section (4 guns) took up Front Tire
positi ona at VATRWW.SOMS.CNRRIE, T™e romainder of the Companv,, 4 32Xx%g
cuns, also Tramsport, staye? at Company "eatquarters, ROWVAY,

| Intersection reliefs were effecte? “uring the tour of Auty,
( ™, the nisht of 16th=-17th, all guns, except those unver Liecui,

Jac at VAUX., were ithdAramm an? peturne? to Company Headquarters, an?
’ann st of 1 -13%1. wOn Seetion ](‘1 G SN 1 G/Fts]iat}:;nk upqﬂe‘f* poﬂitiﬂna

th 50th Battalion, A T, 7, in reserve positions between VAIRE-SONS-
CORRTE an”® HAMELYT,
wRATHI™ cor?itions were changeable, hut only little rain was ex-
perience®, TProsts were observe? on most nishits, eapecially hatween
16th an? 213t an® on & 19th, a glisht fall of hall an? sleat,
Villages in the Sector, Wz,, CORBIRE, TAMELRT VAIRE.S 1S-CORNRIE,
VATTY, an?® SAITTV-LR:SR¢, an?® ROUZIYEOMT, with the exception of the
1ast mantiona? ware all evacnate? by thadvilian poulation an® ocoue-
pie® by our own troops., Each was shelle? frequently by the evemy
with H_ ®, Gas an® Shrapnel, but the percentage of casualtles inflicteA?
2. . "as small,
Pougincourt “as no* cccupie”? by either sife though our, ana
- enemy, patrols use? to visit the village an? patrol 1it,
BOYAY was. not shelle” or Aamage® at all “uring our stay,
hut 1t iz interestinz to rote that the day after we left it to po tc
. Pont Woyelles, it was shelle” by the enemy hoth =ith H. B, an® Cas
an? ecasualties to the number of 60 kille” an? 150 wounded inflicte”,
ATRORA™P, Our Planes waere contimaally in the air, observing
an? Mroctine Artillery an? were fraquently observed Flyvine acros?
the lines into enamy territory.
' Bxcept on 20th, there was very little enemy Adrial activity
though his Observation Balloons were put up at every favorable opprortun-

ity. | | |
2 His Anti-airerafi an? A A,Machine Guns opene”® up rapi?t an#

weavy fire on any of our Wachiines approaching hiis lines, but it M4
not effest them an® none "ere observe” to come “own,

Raron Von Rishthofen in any enemy Plane was broucht Aom by
Szt., Popkin on 20th inst, waegt of VANX,

Owing to no Infantry action takine place “uring our tour
of “uty, an® it bdbeing “esiratle to keep our eun positions urknown

' to the enamv, no T irine was “one,

— T™e perio? was quiet an*no easmlties suffers” hy the Coy.
with the exception of shellines the villages, the enemy sal”om fireA
either with Fiel” CGuns or small Arms without obasarvation, It was
therafore necessary to keecp Aown by “ay, mt at ni-ht 1t was possible
to Aeliver Rations by Limber as far as the suprorts,

NATTONS, . wer~ very 00 an’ quite adequate, bread never less .
than 3 per 21b, loaf, wn? rood supply of Riscuits, A hot meal was
prepare”® at Ooy. .''Qra. an? sert up "aily to themen by Limber, It

; almavya arrive® hd,
5 The Comprvy was withdrawn from the T.in2 on the mornin~ of

i the 213t, irat,., returne? fto TIAY. and then proceeda’ to Uillats at |
. - PONT WOVELLES, / 94 2
e R Lo “’/“"A“ﬁ)
| ' {jnq_ﬂhf
- .8, CoY. 2 |

.*_;;-_-;,Jﬁig,,ﬁ:::::;- o o ot v
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., Ref, Sheet 27, _ /%*%) /;?

y Statement No,424 "8gt.Porkin, . B, | o

- I was the Sergeant in charge of a2 Vachine Gun “etach -
men at J 19 A, :
About 10,45 a,m, on the 21st April, 1918, one cf our
Aeroplanes was being engage? by a ferman Aeroplane and was being Ariven
Aown, ™e Planes came from an Fasterly “lreetion an® when within
range of my gun, were flying very low, just above the tree tops, I
imme*iately sot my pun into action an? waite? for our own plane to
pass me, as the plan2s were c¢lo3e to~vether, an? ‘here was a risk of
i i ttina . both, Az soon,as this risk wag over, T opene”? fire a sescon?
SIEEaRE. Ob3cerved at once that my fire too effect, Tie machine swemwved
ATAPRPTS® to bank an? make for the proun? an? imme?iately crashed, The
gvance from the spot where the Plane arashe? an® mv gun was about 600
%0 I hande® my gun over to the Vo,1 sunnar an® procee?e? torwhere
the Plane fell, The Pilot (whom I was subsequently +olA was Captain
Baron Von Righthoven), I sav had at least thraes machine gun bullets
throuzy his boty, one in hig ribs at the si’e, an? a eouple through
Nis chest, an? T consider he Aie? as a result of these woun?s from the
time M2 was it £111 e hit the groun?, a matter of 2 or 3 seconAds,
He hb2? frecly after he Wit the groun® from tha wounds in his & P
DlED Tia Rritish Plane which was being claser, A4 ; e
at the Cerman Plane when thay wers both low ﬂqﬁn an® withi”X ranks 'of
any gun, | '

I am quite satisfie? tnﬁt the Plane was broujidt VS
as the result of the fire from my gun, E
- ND- #_JF_,-—-""'"

(8gA.) O.B.Popkin, Sgt. . — _—
\\x{’ﬂj

g—

. el
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24th M.G,.Coy.,
Ref, 62D 1/40,000.

i

Report on Operations of ®T" Sscotion, 24th WMACHIWR cUYW rOvY,

B A -

—

COIMMTTER ATTACK T0 RWTARKE VITLERS - BRETONWEUX,

S N W TP L —.

24th April, to 26th April, 1918.

e e et

About 8 p.m, 24th April, my Section unfer myself an® Tieut,
I . Tantzke lsft PONT NOVELLES by Motor-lorry taking all zuns ,ammuriition
an? Gun Stores, with.us in the lorry. Our Tranaport with bulk S.A.A.
followe?: by RoaAd, | ;
- I reporta? first to the 5th Aust, ¥, G, Battn, Heardquarters
“at RUSSY an? receaived or?fars to report to the C.0. 57th Batin, at ATTRIGNY,
; Wa A{izembussed at AURIGYY at 11 p.m., an? l=arnt that the situation in

regar? to.57th Battn,was very obscureas,

s o Ta E

T T

T wag ortara? +g wait st Ba

ttalion Meatauarters +ill Aefinits

information was obt_ined re
an®toock up positions in the

+tha 87+h Battn,

At B a,m, we moved on

VILTLERS LINE as follows:-

1 'Gun at O 80 ¢ 6.3
e W at O 24 240,00
| 1 % at- 0 30D 4.2.

We got into pesition ah&ut W DM

On the ﬁay up. we passe? through a heavy H.E,
| but our onlv casualty was 1 0/Rank (cur guide) killeA,

As soon as we took up our positions, exeellent targets present-
a4 themselves to our front on our right flank and in the village to our

rear,

e My right gun was in charge of Sgt.Li?*icoat ant he got 1nto

action at once, using his Auxiliary

Tripo® whils his ¥o,1 mounted the

Wark IV Tripo? at about 400 yarts range,

#ha main road leading from the village whi
he Pire? throushcut the mornine, first on
enteavourineg to retire from the wvillage, a
number whaich wara beinz organise? on the R

He then 1a2i” his gun or
ch he zot in enfilade an-
small parties of the enemy
n? subsequently at a large
oad,

At about mistay +he mopping up party was observed comine

through the village,
tke mopping up party,

About 200 Germans were ssen to surrender to
an? thersafter this gun experience? no sniping

ormachine zun fire from the enemy,
T™hia oun Ai4 excellent work protsoting our right flank ,mMich

was in the air, a3 no touch had been made with th= 23th Brigzadte which
was to join up wif: our right,

My most forwar? gun, Wo.d gun, waich was in charge of Tieut,
T.antzke in the forwar? strong point, also ha? good targets, the largest
party of enemy fire? on was 20 Germans at a 600 yards range, other
targets were smaller parties, some of which waer=s fired in enflilade,

The chief work of +this gun was +o kesep Aown the fire of two

: snemy strons points, one on our left flank, ans oné on our front, which

were obssrved at about 600 yarss range,

wi+th no obstructicns as all

the eroun” on this Plateau is quite levael,

Tieut, Lantzke Xept in

¢ +toueh with th= 0,C,

weoW Company (Capt.PRACOCK)

who stated that the
an® was of immense moral support to

} work of this gun was excellent
' the Infantry.

. This sun togather with the Company of Infantry in itg vicinity
was withArawn on themorning of the 26th about 4,50 a.m. to the VITLERS
line, | S

= Wos., 2 and 1 Gun under myself are now Aealt witna,

to send to any part that

X ' 30 jon & e ErVe
No.2 I kept in position as a8 T e dla

f mizlit appear weak, according as the situation might Aemand,
no firing an? it never proved nscessary 1o move 1% : |
No.1 gun, as with tHe other 2, also ha? good shootimg,

As soon as it =zot inte posit 4 Germans retreat-

jon, targets of 3 an”

A thems=lves, an® subsequent-

ips from shell-hols to shell-hole pregente

ne us a 1ot of

! ly an.enemy Wachine Gun was obzervad, This sun was causi - : ;

‘ +rouble ap! shortly after iw was observe”? at about 600 yarss, I fire
i on it,an? the orew, attempte? to retreat, an” thre= out of four were
% kilied,
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' e APPENDIX (2
v, o _ ‘
* 3 By ‘sbout midday no more enemy were observed, but the

|  1ins we were holding was heavily bombarded with H,®, chiefly 5,98 anf

- mardy casualtisg cause? to the Infantry, * :

Ol T consider that Sgt.Lid%icoat's gun killéAd 100 Germans .
an? the other 2, 200 Germars, irall 300 Germpns, =~ This is &;mg*esg
astimate and probably thes total was more, No.4 gurn also uﬂ.nubﬁu-ly > -
was instrumental in causing ths Gesrmans in the village 10 surrender, Thelir
retreat was cut off A1l 'who attempte? to reftire Werz kille® so that
% ) el - - el Rl

‘ when ths moppers up cam= along, the balances surrenferss,

| : Sgt, Lifd*icoat in the vielnity of Io,4 gun salvage” 2

= 1,

‘ German 08 light guns an? ha? these in action, About 2.30 pr.m. 26ta

! ins+, an enemy asroplane cams over his position flying very low, about
5 3001t .- high, e immadiately fire® on this Plane with both of the

v salvage® mExx, G=2rman sunrs, The Plarte immefately turnae®, mase baclk to-
3 -]

= warda nis owr line an” fell in flames about 600 varfs Aistance from his
Set, Tif%icoatts ) gun,
fh' e C;pt. Peacock observed this Plane crash about 200 yarss

from his former position at No.3 gun. = _
| Tiere were none of our Planes about at #his time, ans

no cther guns, except Sgt. Tid"icoat's gurig, opened fire, ' He
un”oubtetly brought this Plane “own, _
: T ghoul? like to ad? that we receiye? every asqiﬂp-
| ance from the Infantry. They shared their ot Tea with us and there

- ha

WaLs wava the best co-operation hetween our guns anc tham,

o] g Capt. Peacock untoubtetly AiA esxcellent work, both by
| splandia ranigition an? eéxample, .
| SRRERE ~RTRER Yhile in the line, I was unfer the comman? of Capt.
| c . HOTYES  14th Aust. ¥, ¢, Coy. | ;

'H-‘GT ' We wers ralisve? at about €,30 p.m, by a Ssction
i from the 8th Aust., ¥, ¢, Coy. in charge of an gth Aust. ﬁ.G.folcgr,-
| Tiewt Hill an” reache® PONT NOYFLLES about 2 a.m. 27th-inst.
_ ~ ; I wish to bring to your notice the axgellent work

3 of Sgt. Li?%icoat, Capt. sOUTEWELE an? Lieut, MYETRS BOth Rattn.
f .« san voueh for this W,C,0's good work. '

g

P Casualties Wil,

R | Total roun?s firaﬂ: 1 5000.

(fcar) H, A, STERITAN, Tisut.
\ 24th Aust.W.G.Coy.

| | /-E_Ii!w
} ALST,

!

| M.G. COY,
i I
L3 " P ! =
L]
— 2 \'\"‘H‘ ___'__,_.—-f-"""’.rﬂ_‘_-d'-.
p, S5
'
3
¥
3 . F |
t’ 4 - :"_ o n . . ] ___‘I___ St = = iy ##-.E-—_':JI.
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? 3 24th Aust, Machine Gun Coy, ) /4 PF ‘/f’

e RATION REPORT for APRTT,,

Owing to the enemy offersive action which commence? on the
248t ult., an? necessitate? much sEmmy economy fin the use of the o
Railways in carrying supplies, ete., the rations issu=2 to the Comx
were rather poor, For ahout 2 week, only A»y rations were iaaua* -
(no brea? ar® no fresh meat), f’

)
? iy -

- For abhout the first wesk in April, tie rea? ration for the Comvany
| wose ration strength: was 185, consiste? of 14 21b, loaves fresh bres?
an? 100 1bs, Riscuits,

=

\ The Aailv ration per man was as ®llows:- ,../“‘241“
| -g 1b, preserve” meat, Vi s -
% Biscuit. ;

24 oz,Jam,

1 oz, Butter,

5 oz, Meat & Vagetable Ration
(in lieu of Racon).

34 oz, Sugar.

2 0z, Cheesse,

+ oz, Tea,

12—0z., Potatoes,

' 2 0z, Tobacco, or Cigarettes, a=? 1 box Watches per man per weak, 1 0Z. -
of Pickles pz2r man twice weekly., '

Commeneing on the S5th inst,, Rations improved an? consiste”? of
3 men to a 2 1b, loaf, an® 4 o0z, Biscuits, per man,
4 Ib., fresh meat,
$ " Preserve? meat,
30z, Bacon per man Aaily.
\ General Rations, Butter, Tea, PieXles, ete., greatly improve?, hut |
| Vegetables were still light.

| From the 8th inst, till the en?® of the month the Rations werse
-t oo, 5% bread, 257 Risecuits, an? Wraesh Meat 1 1b, per man an”
full zeneral ration issve, -

The ”nnker was issus? to the Company on 3rrf? inst,, an® Aurinc the
tlmu tne Company was in action, was sent to Company Headquarters, lLavie-
ville, Hot meals were cooke” in Fid? Kitehen an? sent to ‘h_the men

4 in the Tine, These hot meals consiste? of Stew, Roagt Meat, BoileA

Meat, Potatoes ant Onions, _
On the 18th inst., a number of sheep were rescuse® from shell-firsas,

havineg been aban?one? by Bheir F¥rench owners owing to the quick asvance
of +he enemy, an? these greatly supplemented the men's rations furing

the first wanlkla shoptage of feash meat,
Potatoes were sqlvage* in the forward area, makineg goo? the wge-

' tahle shortage,
A Guaﬂ+i+y of Yugtar? and Sar®ines was purschase? by t.e Officersof
the Company from the evaruatﬁﬂ rillaze of Gurhle tmxxxxe through the

Town ¥Major ant this agsiste
On the Companv coming Gut of asction, into reserve, or rest area,

the MNiet Sheet,which is mpenied, was prepared an? worket on,
When in the Tinz, ths 2aily issve of Rum 1/10th zil

! - per man per dav.was mace
. T™e @ookine for the Company was carriz? ouf by:-
Yo ,.45%7¢ Pte, Champion H.H,
* | 4322 " - Wyatt C,H,
o 420h W “ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁt R T,
an? was very satisfactory,
T™ea Serpeantat! Yess was re-5+mr+e4 on the Companv coming out of

aetion, : _ww

i
l "
I
I

:‘--.-

L ! [
L'*
, . 2 ’ ’ _ . . 3
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- SECT}W' . cnmr:*h‘rn'lilil'll
s4th AUST. WACHIVE GUY COY, ORTFR No.5.
| Daference Sheet; 62D, |
1/40,000, -
? The 24th Aust, ¥, G, Coy.,, will relieve WRY
Company, 8th W, .G, Battn,g in the Supprort Tine on the 28th inst,
Tanh Section will take ing-
, L Off;

o | _ 2 N,C.0s.

| 1 Runner,

14 Gunners.

an® in afdition, each Section will Ac+a1il 1 Runrer to go with Company
HYOrs, :

The following Officers will accompany their
Qactions into the Tines- :

: TLieut, F. R. Vatts,

" '.f.. n Si ?‘?Glﬂ-il‘.‘ M
" G. R, T, Ritchard,
" H, A, Shericfan,

| o Gun gear will be hande”d over by the outgoing
Company. Faoh Ssotion will *ake in the usual Gun gear plus 5000 bulk
S.A.As PEY Zun, Spare-part cases, not boxes, will be taken in,
| RATIONS, Taoh man will earry thes unsxpended
portion of ths Aay's Ration, plus one “ay's Iron-ration, In da”ffltion
- ¥o tais, each Section will +ake in bulk, 1 Aay's Rations, TvO Camp
xettles per Section will be taken.,
= TRAVEPORT LIVES will be at LAWOTTE, an” the re=-
mainder of the Company will be billeted in LAMOTTE,
: Capt. H.W,Crouch,M.C., will be in charge of
Rear Company H'Qrs., anf will be resporsible for Rations an”? afminis-
tration, - _ ; |
= The Compsny will leave PONT VOYFELLES at 10,30
: 2,.Me 28:4:118 an® bivouac for 41 hour at BLANGY TROVWIILLE for Ainner,
an® ragume the march afterwards. -
Only the usual reports will be require? from
Santior Officers, -
| Frary offort will be mase to improve ths
somfort of the men while—in these pesitions, Strick attentlon
~ will be pait to camouflage, especially on the Gun positions, fresh E
- grass or bushes being use” Aaily, Guns will be mountes” Aay are night,
arless otherwise or#dere?, Rox Respirators will always bes worn in the
alert position, an? will be inspscte? twice Aaily by Section Officers,
- Yater will ba supplied from Rear Company H'Qrs.
and will not be cbtainer by Sections from any other source,
Saction Offiec=rs will ag+ablish touch with one
anotherand with guns on fhe right an? 1=ft an” forwar”. '
0% :  Pega for Airect fire will be lair out in all
= aages, an® the 41 +uation ag far as possible, explaine® to the men,
: nafore marching out at 10,30 a.m, on 28th
: joat,, Wominal Roll of-=all ranrks ancompanving Sections, will be
. hanfe? to the 0/Room Sgt. | |
‘ E d %ampany-H'Qra. will be approximately at ¥ 50 a0l

0.0,24th Machine Gun Coy.

",

Iassue? at 10 D.l,
Yo.t to 0.0, 4th Aust, M. G. Battn,

2 HAR Section,
Thatl "

3 |
4 TRl i

= f1 T "

8 Transport Officer.
o onA in Comman”,

8 Var Tiary. _
e Qffice, e
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April, 23r2? 1918,
cloli i
852n? Battalion A I 7.

'a | Harewith report on Captain VYon RICUTHOWEN!S Plans
wiieh was brought Ao™n on $he 218t April 1918 at abont 11,45 a.m,
? an® 1ande? at ll'ap Referanca, Wheet §27) T 19 b 3,4 an® was it ‘ireect-
ly over J°19 e 8.% :
ﬁn th~ ﬂaat April T wasg instructe? to reporte? to
11th PBricade Headjuarters as *i1iﬂﬂﬂ Officar, situats? at J 19 ¢ 8,5
At about 11,45 am,, I was lyilnag on the 3ruunﬂ ac:omianie® by my rummsr,
about 50 yarfta, from Brizads Hea’quarters, setting my map an? havins a
- . eceneral look t'i’mn-' withi myv: #lagsses, I “ear® a plan, or planes, coming
at a trementons paca from the AMrection of 26 t‘:antml A Viglers onm
sma firving from a spot altuate® a2t J 25 a 8.9, ™e et plane which
sama into vier ms cne of our own an? less thar 20 paces bHahinAd was
- an enamy plane painted #prRe,.  The red plane was overhnanliing our
‘plane f_ gt 2n?* hot: were Flyin s0 lov that they alwost crashe? into
the trees at top of hill, Almost *irectly over fie2 apot wherse T was
layine, the enamv plane averve? to the risht so sud’enly that it
gensme? 3lmost to turn over, Our Plane wernt straicht on from that
moment, T™e enemy plane was qunite out ¢f contrel an® 414 a wil4
circle an? 'ashe? towar®s J 19 b 3.4 where it erashe?, I went over
with other Officers an® ha? a look at the plane an? also the Ariver
M0 wa3 *ezd, a mactiine pun bullet-ha? pagse? from the l=ft side of
his face an? near bottom of Jaw an? came out jnst benin? his risht
aye,
Heizht about 6 ft.
Az= 26 or 28 vears, .
Byns « very lisht blue,
- Qlosealy eropp»? fajr hair,
. Clear gomrlexion, clean ahavan.
T > Tickers Tuﬂ'mantionaﬁ was the unlv oun firine at the time fﬂe
- Ariver first loat sontrol of his masiine,
I ma’e enquiris=s an? found? the gun was nantled by ¥0.424 Sgzt,POIKRIY
CEPRIC BASSWTT, 24th Aust, W.G.Company,

Mate 2%:4:1918, - (Sg” .,) Geo, ™RAVE™NS, Tieut, :
Tima 2,10 p.m, : | .

= - 1 L
| o - = 3 - - - L . ’ B "-In. s - L FE.: ——— e R —
ﬁ . \.:-_ o - - & 0 s '_L. = = =
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Avstralian Corps,

R, B, ¥, Francef .
24th Apl,,1918.

Near Jack,

T write to convey to you my heartiest congratulations

on the Military Cross, “aich you have so fully Aesrve” for your fine

work Aurins the operations nsar Nernancourt on the 5th inst, I know

that you ~isplaye® markes? courage an? ability in the handling gf the
two machire guns unfer vour command, by bringinzg them into action
with zoo? effect, an® covering tne withArawal of our men from the

outprost lins, This vou *i®* untlil the enemy wers On both vour flarks,

_ when you fell back on XREXOEXEXNYX +0 another position, an” agaln game
o= intotacticn,

Your action was a fine example of courage an? +
initiative to vour men, ant was a biz factor in the muccess of the
operaticn.

With many tharks for vour goof work, anﬂ_gll 2007
wishes,

Vours sineerely, iﬁ {

(SgA.) W,R,BIRTWOOD, 1. COY.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

]
1
3

RCDIGT006609



(0 3% 21) W 3707—598 500 7/16 HWV [E. 195.)

; & Sheer 6

TR A T AN 17

Schedule No. :

ftobo loft hlank)

D | 40000
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Divisior y . UG Corps.

NO. =
\ f/ﬁ}(ﬂ which commended
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by

Honour
or
Reward

(To be left
blank)

24th Auat,

1,‘.” lﬂﬁy'

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

467

Sarcaant

Thomas James,

LIPMICOAT

Yor pallantry ant fevotion to ﬂ11+3r near VITTE"S

TRRTOMITIY hatwaan the 24th an® 26th April, 1914,

whiile in charee of a Yaghine fun,

Tn the gounter-at tack to rasapture this village,

ha “orked roun? to thae axposa? flank of the

Infantry, proteats? this flark, firinz on an?

¥illine large mmbers o7 the aremy, Substfte
quently he ~ot one of the exitsg from the
villase in anfilafe killingz all the Garman

who attesmpta to rr-h-aat Te next Ay, have

irg aalvaga® tvo German 08 T.i~ht Yaqg" lim
Auns Mish he had into action on a Gamman
Asrouviane coming ovaer Tlving vary low, e
brouzat 4t Aom 4in flames, 5
1e set a splenti® example to his Gun “etas
n? the Infantry in his viginity,

ant

¥ajor,

7 XNy

e
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aorTTATICT 241h April, '18. .

b

The 3r® Pivigional Front extends from D 29 Central to J 29 Cent-
ral,

The present -arrangements are that the 24th Wachine Cun Company
#1411 relieve the right Brigade Sector an? the 12th Wachine Gun COy
7411 relieve the left Bripgade Sector on the 3r® Mivisional Front.

T™e 4th ¥, G, 0oy, i3 expecte? to come Aown from Hebuterne tofay.

In future, vhen in the Line one Machine Cun Officer will be
sart hy eaeh Wachine Gun Company to reside with the Battalion H'Qrs.,
in the Tine, or with the Infantry Company H'ors., in the Line,

" “while Cuns are in Front TLine, an escort must always be Aemande’,
preferably a Pombing Seation, to 2 or 4 Guns, An escort is not necessar,
when Cuns are beiind the froent 1dne, az the front line then becomes the
escort,

Tripo?s will never be Aismounted, an? only in exceptional cir-
cumstances will surns be Aismounted, «Gamouflage, i.e., grass, bageing,
ete,, 7111 be nae? inatead of Ajgmonnting guns, -

 2ines will alwavs be 1lail® out for Aireet fire in case of fog
or Aarkriess,

Shoul? an sres be gas-siells? neavily, the nearust Seciicn
Conmunder will see trnat this area 1is properly guardes,

Toter-hottles 411 always he kept full an?® Iron.rations care-
ful Iy watched, men heing partisularly marned of the penalties attacher
to the consumpticrn of Iron-raticons, Yean shoul? alaso be warned unter
wint circumstances they ean eat their Trov-rations, |

| ™e fun Comman®er, or the Segtion Commanter, in tae front line,
w111 not move any gun from a laid Ao%n position *hen asked by the
Infantry Company Comman’er unless in thzs opinion of the Section Comman’er
the =2ituvation demands 1t. of course, guns ouvl? he movod under or?ars
from an Infantry Pattalicn Comranter, ot o zust be sent as soon as
possible to Wachine Gun Company Headquarters , "hen one gun is
covering another gun, or ZToup of zuns, an? that gun,or guns, has to be
removed, the guns heine mutvally supported, will be atvissg’,

with regard to wounded, no man must leave nis Seetion Auring a
hattle to aszist a wounde man back, Tal%ine ounded will be allove?
to get hack as best they can, hut garerelvy wourfa® men +ill be pot a"ay
Afuriny 2 lull in the battle, Brery care of the oun?ed is to be taken,
but gun teams mugl net he rankened by assistine wounded men back,

1 mern mugt be warne? re Sanitation, and the faet thatihe com-
Ang hot weather will bring with it flies and “isease,

All Tinter clothing, that is, Sheep-skins, W.S8.Boots, and the
extra Blankets are to be return to the Q.M. at onse,

Trousars are no bheing jasne® more framently ¥ian Breceches, These
may be et Aowvn an? made into-Brecches hy the “attalion Tailor, Tut not
by the man himself, .

fhen *akine over Pilletsz, shoul? a house be looted, the correct
proce®ure ia to ask the Tom Wajor to inspest, and receiTs from him »
Lertifieate to the effect that the hovas was io00te? hefore taking ovar,
™ha aame aprlies “hen leaving a nitlet, " A Clearance Cartificate glzoulf
be ohtaine? from the To 7 Yajor stating tnf the Billet as not loota?
by our Company,

| Brory gnre must be taken te preveént wnnaca3sLTy farapge to trees,

el

n_.—ﬂ--ﬂ—_ir_

Lieut, Peut.
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r la The necessity of all guns being amply protected. One
socaslien en the 5th.April, was partisularly neticeable. Xo
sentry er socout was posted forward, the situation demanding it,
as for made obaervation diffioult, allowing tho onomy to
approach the position closely before being observed. Hand

enades, especially No.35 Rifle Grenads, been employed, there
is 1ittle doubt that the encmy would have bBden boaten off,
allowing the gun to inflict heavy cesualties. Bombs and if
nossible rifle grenades should alvays be in mun positions, and
an {nfantry escort of bombers provided by the nearest Company

Comrmander. |

37 LEESONS PHRRRIPNGED PURING

2. Lialson Juty. (Forward and Lateral). =
e One Company has boen in the habit of

detailing an indsvondent officer whobo one and only duty is to
kesp olose liaison between Company Commanders in the front
1ine and Forwerd and Flank Guns. This Officer 1s made
reanonsible for this one branch, allowving lachine Gun Head~-
quarters to keen liailson betwsen Infantry Battalions and
Brigade, thoroughly acquainting these latter two with the tasks
of all gunes This method of 1lialson has proved highly
gatisfactory and is recommended for adoption throughout sill

Kachine Gun Companles.
8, '  Ammunitione

o —— ————

‘ | A good supply of ammunition must be
/“---a. ihtained on all guns, and throughout belts muet be carefully
g eonderved. One instance brought to light shows one gun
rd expanded nearly sll belts at lorg ranges, and the enemy Eunh:l.ng,,.
.- forward oonsidersbly endengered the gun., = The orew had been
El 5 0 severply reduced end assistence for bdelt-rilling cslled for
= . from the infantry. Rear Guns firing indireect must on all
"~ 2 oocapions keep their belts filled, and at least & bulk reserve
of 15,000 rounds, 5,000 of which {8 to be held in resorve for

. direct fire.

4. 8iting of Barrage Batteries.. :
| ~ Where batteries are installed for barrage

purposes the Rfim'{ coneideraticn st be their ability to ¢
employdireot fire should tho cocesgicn arise, No partioular instance
of this cocurred, &8 all guns vere sited on forwaerd glopes.
mhig can always be adopted, and with the careful use cf
ecamouflage batteries are difficult to looate. PBatteries are
generally scme distence bohind the front line, and oan be essily
_and most usefully empleyed to cormand and proteot festures of

high tactioal importance.

5. _gagrificing of Guns. | - ¢
= All fa.ahim Gunners must be most carefully

and thoroughly aocquainted with the taoctiocal situstion, and whore
.the poeition demands it, prépered to sacrifice themselves., One

| aub-ssotion stood by their guns on the morning of the Eth.April,

- c+and oceused the eneny . heavy casualties. The two gun orewe were
prectically wiped cut, only two surviving. These two guns fired
until they were overpowered by the eneny, but their sphondid

saorifice had the rosult of stopring the enemy.

8. _Fire of guns. : :
All guns whether direst or indirect must

always have their lines of fire 1aid out by indireol means.
section of Guns on the Sth.April could have done copsiderable
execution had their tazsks been lald cut by indirect means. The
porning of the attook wae densely foggy, and the task ellotted was
a tunnel under & railway embankment. Fe arrangements had deen
rade te lay cut lines ef fire by indirect means, donsequently it
vas not until the eremy was sloso in that the attaek was
disoevered. Anether ceetien had their lines laid eut by
indirect means, resulting in good worx bzing done befores the ™10
enemy reached the position from which ho could Be ebserved, ="

of
r

S
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\ o Sunoriority of Firs, . o
. Sunoriority of firo was strongly emphasised
on one occasion. A numbor of forward guns wore oallsd upon by the
infantry to assist in keoping down enomy -machino gunners. The
. Tollewing mothod was adopted. Ferward rachine guns were instructed
~:t%e fire on any target, whoether suitable for machine gun or rifls
“: fire. . Guns creating consolidatien in depth were placed in telo-
| ohonie sommunication with an obsorver in the front line, and worked
. as a battory ef opnortunity. Theso guns were contirolled by an
Fo0,0. who direotod their fire on any target presenting itsolf;
resulting in a fevw days time in oonsidorably quietening the enemy.
Harassing fire was oxtensivoly employed at nignt. The exnenditurs
of ammunition was considerable, but proved worthy of the result.
€. *ounting of Cuna.
| Gung should on-all occasions bo mounted. An
instance 18 brought to ilzat and pitoves cthat a vosltion was saved
by sentricso being aleri an’ guy oreépared I'or imnsdilate use. On
the moraing of iho Sth.Ancil the onomy acvtempted Lo rasy our
trencaes unéer covor o' & Aoace fog. Obsasrvatlion wal impoasible
borord 50 yards tuf ihe gure were ready for immediato use. The
enony advangced to wivaln 50 yarde of tho irenoh, when tae siegnal
vas glvon cf tho acleck. For luaately wire nérpered his srogross
but bercre no ocould 4o ary (wnage the stiack was comnletcly broken
Up by tho fire of machinc gaas, Gune’ should at all timos be
mounted and with the a2ia of careful camouflago oan boe easily
hidden from the ecnomy's viow.. - - sesi

9. -Sentries end S,0,3,: | i
ARG & Sontries mst at all times be on tho alert

and must know thé S¢0.3. and .the anproximato nosition 'rs;a wnlich it
is to be fired. " (ne irstenco brought forward shows that taougn

- the. puns had oxcellent flois of fire, one kundreéd yscco ¢ thoir
flenk was & little “ecad grounad., The enemy made use of ithise,
resulting in the guns boing almost overnowered before they fired.
Fortunatoly the eaenmy was cdiacovered but it only emvhasisc: the

..faot that all gun coinendere nuct thorcughly regonnoitre ine
ground neer their noc tiors, e1.d tale the neoossary nprecautions

.%o protect thoir gmms;, eitier oy celaeplishing 'a post or by mecns
of patrolling. This ean Ye arrenged with the infantry ocommander.

10+ Gune and Spare parte, Ih..2.- R
Throughout the whole oneration guns and gear

vorked enlondidly, the only exception being lock svrings. ' The
breakages in this particular part wore not excessive, but were the
only thing that proved troublesome. Parrols wore always
obtainablo end brokon or damaged parte readily ronewod. 0il weas
rather thick but this wes casily rectified. Stornages throughout
were bolow normal,

1811 | 4- 13 l.'
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4 Fourth Arny No.G.S.14/8.
ITI Corps.
XIX Cﬂrpﬂ-
Auet. Gorpﬂ .

The attached notee on recont operations bear out
the neoosaity of closciy obgerving the izsicucilions
eontainod in Fouirth Army Noileec oun Employmont of ¥achine
Guns, No. G.S.14/8, datoé 17/4,.8,

The following pointo are espesially noticoablo!=

(1). Noossaity of correot uso of seouts to give warning of
éenomy's avpproach.

(2). Firing too much S.A.A. &t long ranges and not koeping
onough for dircot firo at the shorter ranges.

(%). Sucoceses of linchine Cuns wheon they hold their poosition
to the last,

{(4), Importanco of having all gunp mountcd and mannod and
ready for immcdiate uso.

(5). Importance of Machine Guna being adble to fire both
to their front and flanks.

(6)., Tho imnmortance of siting guns for direot firo.

The following additional pointe aro brought
out =

(1) The neceosity of & sunply of bombs and,if possible,
Rifle Gronados being at the gun position,and an
infantry oscort to the guna, N.B. Tho correct uao
6f an infantry escort requires study and doss not
necossarily mean that the escort should be at the gun,
but generally that 4t should be 8o located as to deny
ground to the ensmy from which thoy can bring
effootive fire to bear on the gun position, the
diastance away depending on the ground and on tho
gituation.

(2). Tho nsecessity of gunag lald for direct fire also being
ablo to opon fire by indiroot means on tho targoia
for which they are laid for direot firo, so tiut in
the cvent of the direot fire targets being hiduca oy
fog, smoke, darknoss, etc., the Machino Guns caan rlre
equally by indirect means.

(3). The imvortancc of close liaison between Yachinoe Guns
and Infantry.

-
e ——
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o4m \ Ma Jor-General,
HeQ., Fourth Army. Eosiniy “\\ General staff ,lourth Ai'ny.
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A APPENDIX -
+ 4 Headquarters,
4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,
y Ty gsth April, 1018,

S 4th m‘tl Inf y m&.
Wty ¢ N e
I-Bt-h " N ]
¢th Auat.Div,Artillery,
OlRLEH
4th Auﬂtn G 0“?@ Bn-
4t Auat, Ploneor Bn,

Bt bt g i b -

The rollowing oxtroot from (,ii,Q Bumnary 4dated 17th April, 1918
s rorwarded for infommation :nd promulgation %o all roanks fe

"Ixtraots {rom imormation givem by & Oopporal or the 1%th Royal
scots, cuptursd E, oy CRUIZILLES on morning of 23nd iiarch, who
esocaped to our lines,

QZATHRAT, Prop the morndng of the 33nd larch ti1ll the evenlng
of ths 24th tho 75¢ Hritish prisonsrs reooived no food. Only
ooffeo of imfarior quality was isswed, Tho rirst moenl reod ved
on tho ovening of the S4th iLeoeh omailsted of o tin of broth mado
of barleoy and horsofleeh. Theroafter the dally soutine wap tw

@.50 Ane ROVvollle tnd rolle0iall, 1 tin &f ooffee 1lssued,

: Weerk all day without food,
& Delle Return to Cagoe and reocive fe
1 tin of broth nade with barloy and hopneflosh,
8 oan, of bliok hreand,
2 oze, of bluck pudding,
In ordor to suppleaent the inadoquate ratioms 3 the prilsconsrs weroc
obligos to help thorwsslves to fleah from dend herees on tho side
ox the rond, The German gunrdes stripped the rriconsrs of all such
articlos ai greatceonts, oardigsna, jerkins, puttees,

ACOOMODATICON, At VILLIRS 1,500 DBritish prisonsrs slopt in tho open

n A oagn for a week without grentooats or sovor of any desoriptien,
Two snall Yats were thon eruoteod amdl the prisoners were mado 40
erowd into a totally inadequate spase,

WORK. For some 3 days a larges party o xrilsoners were omploycd nd
atcring armimition st o dunp,

Egﬂlﬂcg OF %% 2 2 BOMING, The vieindty of VILLERS wha
cmbod on 00 s}oconmsive n tsr and sovirc onsualt worn

smusnd $0 ron ard hapcos, British prisanaro burics. SERGoOrmans
killod Dy honbs, and 4 obhurs wore buriod dy Gerdans,

Licut=Cclanel,
SPRALIAN DIVISYION,
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