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R ACCOUNT OF OPERATIONSSTAXET FART IN BY THE 53rd BATTALION
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+ (Z) 3In Re ard St t

At 2bout 5,30 p.m. Oonn 2nd Sepiember the Eattallon mowved

from the CEATEAU SEGARD ARER to the EALFVIAY HOUSE AREA

| where it bivouaced in trenches and shelterz, The strength of

the Battelion was 81 0fficers and 6876 other ranks,

The Battalion remained here In Reserves mntil the night of

24/28 Septamber: partiss from the Battalion were on varifous

tectical working parties, the remeinder resting, The enemy

shelled this vieinity et periods and cauvsed & number of cagnaltie:

On the night of the 34/85 September the Batielion moved Into

. Swpport In front of GILENCOURSE WOOD whers Tt remairned wntil

- moving up to the assembly point, Only 3 casueltlies were

suffered moving up., Very hecvy cghell fire was encomntered

| during the mwhole time the Bettelion remeined in Support, "E%
Company cspeclally suffering very heavy losses and having one
Officer (1iecut, W.C, JENNINGS) killed, 5

(2) Assembly and Formations, . .

At I2 midnight 85/28 September the Battalion moved up to teks
\ its position at the Assembly FPoint, I Offlcer and 5 Other renks
| beilng wounded on the way up (the Officer Iiemt. 4.0. CORREY,
subseguently dying of his wounds),
t. -The Battallon reached its posltion at 3,.I5 2.m. being delayed
i owing to & barrage Lelng put up by the enemy the cerossing of
j which would have enteiled heavwy casualtiesi
The Battalion was assembled on & & Coy. front covering an area
of 550 Yards by 80 Yards, "A" Coy. were in front on the lefi
with "B" Coy. in Swmpport, "D™ Coy. were in front on the right
with "C" Coy. in Support, The formation (as for as the natmrel
g cover afforded by the shell holes allowed) was lines of |
- sections In single file, Battalion H.Q. was In the middle of
the 2 Support Compenies, ,
: The Signalling Officer (&/ILieut. J.E. BLACKNEY) had been
Sl sent back 10 detalls by the Reie0O, that afternoon and the
1 Lewls Gun Officer (lieunt, H,C.W, FAIN) was eveacuated with
\ Shgll Ehock as the Battelion was moving up to the Assembly
Folint,
While waiting at the Assembly Point the enemy shelled the
area at interveaels, most of the ghells however burst behind
the Battalion end only I cesualty wasgs susteined,
The R.M.0, oste2blished his AID POST on the ontckirts of
GLENCORSE WOCD, |
The gstrength of the Battallon at Bero hour was IS8 Officers
507 other renks,

Puncteally at zero hour (5,50 a.m.) our barrége opened and the
Batt2lion Immedietely rose and doubled across "Neo Man's Iana®
1311 reaching about 60 yards short of the harrege where the

‘ men knelt down waldling for it to begin to creep forwardl

= The formations of cections in single £11c was kept here and

| throughout the operations,

When the harreage begen to crecp two platoons preceded By & line
of scouts went forward, the remainder following when the prdper
distances h2d been set wp., The two re2r Coys. moved In columh of
platoons with each platoon In lines of sections In sgimegle fllen
the two rear platoons of each re2r Company keeping behink®
Battalon H.Q. 8as the Battalion reserve,
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cf(:z The formations eand methods of Attecking strong posts as laild

1 down and prectised proved entirely satisfactﬂry and effective,

and I eannot Eugﬁest anythine to better these prineciples,

Resistence from "Pill-Boxes® and strong posts was encomntered

afimost Immediately but in no cese was the Advence cMecked,

in one cese a strong post was encountered and machine gen Fipe

opened on the attackers; Immediately a C.SLl., and about half =

dozen men worked round the £Inks whille a Lewig Gun eand team

opened dlirect fire on the posltion drewing the enemy fire off

the enveloping parties who were then sacily able to work round,
rush the position with bombs and the bayonet, and account for ths
occupents and c2pture the gun,

In spite of a fidly hecvy mist direction was well maintained

by working on coupess beerings which hed been previously teken,

On reaching the BUTTE the two platoons which had been previously

detediled to occupy 1t mmshed the position and establighed

themselves on the top after slight fightling, Sentries were pleced

on 211 entrences to the dugomts and bombing parties were organiced

and worked down the pessages, several of these were met with fire
from inside the dugout and reteliated with grentdes, eventuelly

driving the occupents iInto one compartment, and as theyr stilll
continued firing grencades were thrown amongst them and several

wounded : the remelinder consisting of & Officers and 56 others then
surrendered, .

T™he objective was re2ched at 6,85 a.m,

Companies were abt once organlised and bogen to consollidate mmdeyr
cover of the protected barrage. “

Just before reaching the objecti¥e the Commanding O0fFficer (Lt.Col.
O.M. CROSHAw, D.S.0,) was reported missing and Captain PL'T, ROBERT

asgumed comuend of the Battalion, |

The casualties iIn the actual attack are sstimeted at @ Officcre
(Lt,Col. CROSHAW, whom it afterwards transpired died of wounds,
and Coptain C.A. JHONSON, who was wounded En the arm) and abomt
40 other renks, | |

L]

o (&) Goﬁmr;. 1ications,
B35 | edletely the mist 11fted commmnication wes estzblished with ;
: Brigade By me2ns of the Imc2s Iamp and during the whole of the .oper-
etions communication was meintained by plgeon service, reley runner
posts and power buzzer,

(6) GConsolidetion, Counter attacks, elce

By the time the barrege moved on towards the Snd objJectlive the
Eattelion was established on the REP Line having dug well in
though wnder heawy fire from lMachlne Guns and Snipers on the .
right front and ernemy planes which were flylng very low over omur
" 13inesi, Communication hed 21so heen esteblished on both flarnksg,
Very shortly after reaching the objective an Immedlate comnter
attack was lawnched against the BUTIE ™mt was e2sily repulsad |
with Lewils and lachine Gun Fire and about 30 more prisoncrs Tncluding
L Offlicer surrendered,
During the attack @ Machine Guns were g¢aptured One being msed
from & gtrong point on the left flank and S by the party from
the I4th Brigade Machine Gun Coy. a2ttacHed to the Battalion,
the remainder, all of which were wholly or partially destroyed,
e were also handed to the Machine Gun Compery. No difficmlty was
| experienced in getting ammenition for the suprly of these gwns,

R -

(6) Severel patrols were sent out in ard around the Battalion Area
to de2l with individual snipers and in every cacze these were
saccessful, .
ilachine Guns were momnted on top of the BUTTE where they had
the very best of observation and @ splendld field of flre and
were 2ble to reénder Inv2luable service In 2ssiating to bezt qff
21l threatendd counter attacks, and the gzcellent work done By this
party from the I4th brigade Machine Gun Comparny 2z deserving of
every proise: observation of thelr shootling showed the excellent .
results achieved by them and the c2swaltles Inflicted were enormons,

Communlication was m&int&ined.wizg the ddvance Bpttallons and et
the roguest of the 0., Firing Line, 53th battaf%cn - Lacﬁiﬂe Gens

and 2811 Sed.A. that could be spared were sent formard,

ﬁfﬁ% :
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Jfﬁo the Battzllon had consolidated 4n dspih but owing to heawy sheall
fire on 21l back arcfs and heavy casnalties these parties hed to
be brought forward to the RED LINE, One and a2 half Companies
were kept well nnder cover on thg BUTIE &35 2 Batt2l1ion reserve,
Two Ald Posts were establiskBed and Stretcher Be2rers dealt with
all wounded at these Posts, As f2r.ag possible prisoners wers ussd
s bearers, but before long all means forward the removal of
wounded were exhausted,

This lasted 111l next morming, when the R.M.0. colhe Porwara
bringing wp 20 bearing parties with him and from that time the
steady evacuation of all wounded wag maintzined,

The Flrst Leavy Gounter Attack on the BIUE LINE was at about 7 Plelll,
that evening when the enemy mede severel attempls to attack, vnt on
each occasion was frustreted and very severe casualties Inflicted
by the Artiliery and Machine Guns, The Artillery F.0.,0, attached
to this pattallion (3/1feut. MONEY) rendered Invalueble servies

in this connection.

| The supply of amnunition and retions under Brigede arrangements
| could not have been better,

| The period from the night of 36/27 September t211 the Battalion

| came out on the night of the 39/30 September was occempled by impmving
the line and continulng the work of consolidation, wire being
erected along the whole front and good trenches dug, The enemy
shelling Wwas he2vy but not continuous, Severel attempts to
counter attack were made but none &t any time rezached the stage .
of becoming really serious, owing to the magnificent barrage put up
by our Artillery and Miachine Guns,

On the morning of the @7th September an enemy plene of +he"GOTHAM

1 tyre flew low along our lines firing 1ts machine gung several

I\ Lewls ard kachine Guns opened fire, and the plane was brought down
{ ) Just In reer of our lines and behind the Battalion on our right

flank, |

The spirit of the men al 2ll times was excellent and showed them
i to be In splendld physical condition, On the nigzht of the 29/30
| September the Battallon retmined to BALF WAY HOUSE area 2nd on the
| | following night to PIONEER CAKP |
On both occeaslions getting through with no casumaltles,

I_V The total cesualties ::r.:'_fi:"ered by the Battalion were:=

| Qfficers., Qther Ranks:,
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| ihe nem method of the wearing of the Entrenching Tool Head proved
i very effeeaciong, At lecst threce instances in this Batitalion

% cesealties were avericd as Machine Gmn btullets were fomnd anbedded
| In the Wed Covering of the Entrenching Tool Heady,
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