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Cloud Gas attacks, in which 2nd ,Aust L R O Coy  took a

b prominent part, wers made as hergunderi-
(1) On night of Juga 23/23rd_, #E:inﬁt&,j:)ns' consisting
of 49, speecially prepared "B" class trucks,psach contdining 40
cylinders, and haulsd by 40 HP 6 tractors, left PedPslhoek at -
7-30 p m, for Trois Rois (I 20C 6.3 on shest 28 N W4 ), whers
; ‘ truecks wers man handled , by Infahtry parties t0 1 26B 2 8, and
| I1 20D 9 4 = a further distance of sboat 200 yards or SGb'yu;ds
ahead of the front 1line - the traciors which had besn dstached,
meanwhile atandinglin thg Siding at Trois Rois, 1IBach cylinder
had a detonator attached, and wers joinsd up with insulated
coppsr wirs, and electrically discharged from the trucks by means
of a battery, The dischargs took place a 1little after mid-night
undsr favourable ﬁééthar conditions, and with a wina valoeclty
r of ahauf 10 miles psr hour, Thes noise mads by th: deilonators
exploding ressubled bursts of rifle filre, to which the snemy
,L ‘ responded with his Machins Guns, Ths operation was coversd by
intormittant Lewis Gun fire from the .flanks, from over-head,
F'd and also from th: Field and Heavy Artillsry - the latter
: harassing the Enumyda communication aftsr the discharge ,
. Low flying aeroplanss coroperated to drown the noise of the

| trucks, and the tractors, The Gas should eseape normally,

in fiftesn minutes, but an hour slapssd befors ths trucks could

T g

be with-drawn, and then all personnsl engaged had to resort

to the box respirator = train ersws had U0 wear them throughout

the whole homeward journsy, The Gas was =0 dsadly that farward
posts could not be re-occupied until six hours after ths cloud
‘ had passsd over, The German front trenches would be
: approximatzly 300 yards in n;parallél line from where ths truukp
wers standing, but some out-posts were cicssr, The whols
8f the trucks wers safely with-dravm without being molested =
‘ _ a surz sign that thelanamw had been seversly dealt with,
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(2) This attach was made ont he night of July 23/24th,
with 2,500 eylinders, conveyed in 63 "B" class wagtns, hauled
by 9 tractors, The place of discharge was Hellfire Stons

| Siding (I10 C 5.3), and route was via_  ths Main Gate, Ypres,

ﬁ and acrosgs the Ecole support trenches = the trucks being man

K handled from Austral Siding(I 9 D 5 2), where tractors wers

detached, Similar arrangemsnts wers made as in the first

attack, =and under the same favourabls Wweathsr conditions,

The trains were exposed to a lot of enfilading ensmy machins gun

rire from the right flank on reaching Austral Siding, and

several men, who wereg riding on ths trucks were woundsd -

the solid steel armour alone saved the tractor drivsrs, as

many bullets struck the machines, During the proeess of

gpattiﬁg the trucks, ths cnemy lodged a brilliant star shell

on our side of the train, which lighted up the whole country

side, but he evidently did not dié}rn our movements, The

[ last train of empty cylinders did'nat get away until 3=-20 a;m;

; " owing to a de=railment in "No man's Land", and we wsrs subjected

to a 10t of heavy shslling = probably :xi:xiiliinlwrﬁtaliatinF_
The encemy'e trenches wer:e much ncarer in this instance =

his machine gun posts being less than 150 yards from whers the
trucks wers standing, The élaud was very dense, and drifted

in a northerly dirsction, in front cof the line occupisd by

the Belgians,

(3) This attack was mads on the night of 26/27th August
with 2,500 ecylinders in the same place as the first ons, and
ras attendsd with the usual good rssult and m ags far
as Light Railway personnel vwas concerned, but the Amgricans,
who wsrz occupying this part of the front, and who supplisd

the pushing partiss sustained numsrous casualties, principally

l- from the effects of our own g=8, through thsir not taking ths

otd | at necessary precaution, One man was found dead alongsids the
S - o last train when it was being drawn out, and several
|
|
i
[ R T L S e~ D™
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guccumbed subsequently, The night was very clear and bright,
and not at all suitabls for the operation, but a friendly bank
of clouds drifted over, and snabled the work to ba carrisd out

without detection, This gas cloud was a particularly go°d

| one, and drifted in a dense formation towards ths Spoil Bank,
o5 whers the enemy was ExmxBidexed considsred to be in strength,
» The attack should have taken.placa on the night of 7/Bth_August
when everything was in readiness, but the wind dropped to a dead
- calm, and truckanﬁad to be withdrewn aftsr standing in "No man's
[ L=nd" for three hours, The lsading traetor of the convoy on
this occasion, had a flat wheel, and an upward exhaust, and the
noise evidently attracted the attention of the "Hun", as Xxad

' red, green, and white rockests immediately ascsndzd from his line,

followed by = heavy bombardment, vhich 1l=sted for 20 minutes,
; The ﬁniay tractur-was detachsd, and ®ide tracksd,in Castls
8iding (at the Front Linz), and the trucks wers man handlsd
to the intended point of discharge, The folloving & tr=ins
) wers promptly taken out of the shellkdarea to avoid pﬁsaibla
» 'mishap_ On the return home, the last train of seven trucks of
1oaded cylinders met with a mishap, through the abovementidned
tractor refusing to nﬁgdbiata th. curve, as a result, it
ovarbalanced, dragging two; trucks with it, these wers quickly
re=railed by a brake down gang which accompanicd ths trains
! on cach occasion, ,
L" In addition to earrying the gas, pushing parties
) were also carried on the Light Railways to within & rgasonable
distance of the line,  Ths method of heandling the loadsd |
trucks by ths pushing parties, was far ‘gsach train to be dealt

~1th separately, and not broken - five msn being =llotted ©o

cach truck, or 35 10 the whols train_, Aftsr the gas had besn
released the trains of empty cylinders wars haulzd out with
- ropes, as there was still a large Quantity of gas in ths

cvlinders and trucks, The success of the operation was no

e ——

p
|
f
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R.0.D. Detachment, * ROD/30/218.
COURTRAT. _ | :
British Railway loaned engines. | :
| It has been declded to send the British loaned ennines
in France back to England in the following order :- ;
i g S =60 ;
2. Mlidland X e
s G.N. 3
: o - = !
g -’._L = - —y
1z.SG. . e
15 G.W. e rda L pesit 2=6=0
14. NIE! 0—8_0
) 4o SeBect Co 0-6-0 tank
Will vou please let me have @ list of sny of these engines
which you have at your depot whieh can be spared so trhat I can make
arrangements with iiajor Lynde for forwarding them to Roéuxmearil, at |
which point they are going to be assenpled for ahipp:m t.o faglend.
| : ( /% AA £
.HQI‘H-R-D-IJ- , OLleR.E: / iﬁ'
2’?1;11 Fﬁhmﬁrﬂ', 1919. Q.0. RlD D- & / __}"
| . | S | : | e 1{:}
{f
b
N
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r——_- —
N
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