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|
In the Field ﬁM? 6 a.Ln Qur Operations, Eneny Operations. |
1/5/17' ) a.m. Artillery. Aective 18 pdrs,& Hows retalia- Artillery. Active 77 H.E, and shrapnel sent
: | ted on several occasions. over.
| ' Machine Gwns, Slight Activity. M,G. Quiet.
i | Lewis Gun, Engaged enemy wire & parapet Patrols. None seen,
| | | at intervals, Eneny Defences., Owing mist observation poor.
| ‘ Snipers, idist hampered Visibility - hence 2 working parties seen,dispersed |
| | | quiet, by our artillery. | |
| |  Patrols, W.M.L, clear - enemy alert owing Observation. Mist hampered Visibility. A
| to Stnt on left, Commumnication., Very lights freely used. |
| Our Defences, Owur wire badly damaged in Searchlights Active. |
| place right along front. |
| Our Caswalties, | '
| | 2 0.R. Wounded. |
|
|
(Original of above appears on the same sheet as
entries for the beginning of the subsejuent | |
month and will be found with the diary for . |
that month, ) | |
|
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5 APPENDIX fy X |
REPORT ON RAID CONDUCTED BY 43rd. INF, BATTALION,
---- NIGHT OF 19/80/2/17. ----
BTATEMENT BY LT, W.D.PRICE, 0.C, PARAPET,

Ralding party left our tramches about ©,.,30 p.m. Reached point of

assembly Jjust before barrage stated without difficalty. At ZERO plus
3 party moved forward under our artillery barrage which was good and
reached enemy wire on outside before barrage liefted., At ¢ERO plus 1
minute my party No,8 moved to enemy parapet, Threw brldges across the
borrow ditch, crossed same, and scaled parapet., Right Blocking party
moved Lo thelr position which was a few yards to right of entrance point
and Left Blocking party followed by No,7,8 and © parties moved to the
left, From the time we reached the enemy wire we were aubjected to
enemy bombardment conaigting of shrapnel and I think, rifle grenades.
consequently all parties were greatly disorganised by casualties. On
reaching enemy parapet the enemy shells that burst around us, (or rifle
grenades) burst on conclission, I moved to the left of No,® party and
directed these parties which way to go. I was unable to gain touch with
my slgnallers and at this juncture a bomb or rifle grenade burst prac-
tically at my feet and the concussion knocked me over. I tried to ris
and found my Reft leg was useless. The barties being dlsorganised, am
finding it impossible to direct operations, T deemed it advisable to
glve instructions for the Signal to Withdraw, to be given. This was
at about 10.12 p.m. I, m self, scrambled over parapet and was assisted

b back to our own lines by Pte, Forrest and another man.- I desire to

~ call xpexkkX attentlion to the good work performed by &1l the men, and

. especlally to that of Scout W.H. Healy. This man greatly assisted me
at point of asselbly, led the party into the Hun trench, helped me to
direct operations after I was wounded, , and worked splendidly in assist
ing wounded back to our lines, by gulding them back to enemy wire,

STATEMENT BY LT, R.C.M,.B,GUNTER. C.C, ASSAULT.

We left our trenches at ©,30 p.m. and reached polnt of assembly a
Tew seconds before first shot from our artillery was fired, The barrage
of our artillery was good and at ZERO plus 3 minutes the leading parties
crept forward, and as far as I could judge (being with No.? party)
reached front system of enemy wire. When our barrage lifted the party

- moved forward into enemy trench, and I notiwed several of the men were
wounded as I was going up to the parapet, but whether with rifle gren-
ades or shells I cannot say. On reaching enemy trench I moved to the
left, and some yards up met Mr, Price who was wounded. He told me as
the parties were so cut up I had better give the signal to withdraw,
After moving further to the left I came to enemy's C.T., trench, and
found a party carrying one of our wounded men out of same. I gave the
signal to withdraw at 10,15 kmxwikhdrzw and by the time I had seen the
last man out it was 10,30 or later. I did not see any of the enemy or
notice any dugouts. The condition of the trenches was terrible, due
I think, to our bombardment. I could not see any firebays or traverses
There was no sign of any duckboards, and the mud and slush was very bad,
I could see wire between front and support line, whlch appeared to be
In good condition. Great difficulty was experienced in getting our
wounded back, and the extension bridge we had used to cross the borrow
ditch was found useless to carry & man on. After leaving enemy trench
eneny barrage appeared thickest behind me and on RAILWAY SALIENT. I
saw one of our men who was dead,(hls head having been blown off) lying
begween enemy borrow diteh and wire, but having so many wounded to get
back I could not spare men to bring back the body. Getting back to our
. trenches was difficult owing to enemy M,G, fire which appeared to come
from the North, and the large number of wounded we had. I reached our
parapet at 11.20 p.m., I desire to call attention to the splendid work
performed by Scout W.H,Healy, whthout whose assistance the entrance
into, and exit from enemy trenches would have been even more difficult.
;ni ?ii assistance in gulding wounded back through enemy wire was most

elp :
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STATEMENT BY PTE, E,R,TILILBROOK. After reaching enemy trench I moved
to the 1eft until I reached a C,T, down which I proceeded for about

SO yards. I saw a concrete dugout with steel door, outside of which
I found a steel helmet., I could not affect an entrence owlng to the

fact that the demolition men on my party became casualties,

STATEMENT BY PTE, C.P.FOX, After reaching enemy trench I moved to
the left, turned up a C,T. to the right and found what I took to be a

Support trench., After proceeding a few yards along this a Hun approach
ed me, wearing steel helmet of the type brought back except that forehead
plece appeared to be missing., - I brought my rifle to the ready positim
and the Hun threw up his hands. Just as he 4id 20 a bomb or rifle gre-
adeburst between us and knocked me over, I saw the Hun disappear, but
was unable to follow him as my foot had been badly injured.

STATEMENT BY PTE, H, JONES, TME. I moved to the left after crossing
enemy parapet and discovered, some 40 yards down, a concrete dugout
the door of which appeared to be made of wood. I was unable to effect
an entrance, the demolition men of ny party having become casualties
Outside this dugout 3 German rifles were found,

GENERZL REMARKS BY €.0, The party moved from SQUARE FARM fully equipped
at 8,30 p.m. Communication by telephtne between myself and front line
was not established until 0,40 p.m. due to the fact that signaller who
was Lo connect up from front line to forward Coy H.Q. was moving up be-
hind the ralding party and thus arrived later. At £.36 p.m. I recelived
word that first party were over our Parapet and at 9,45 another message
stated they were all out. At.10.2 p.m. the information was recieved
that the 0.C, Rald was out of touch with his party, and this is explained
a8 follows;- Slgnallers with raiding party reached point of assembly
alright, bu t wires became entangled and the .operator shortly after
became a casualty through shell shoek.. The remaining signaller en-
deavored to connect up, but the parties in rear, stumbling over his
wires, made it impossible., At 10.8 D.m, word was received that the
€nemy was retaliating in our front line, At 10.12 p.m, 0.C. Raid
stated again he was still out of touch with the party, and at 10.2¢ pnm
& man was reported as having returned wounded. At 10,30 p.m. 0,C, Rald
forwarded a request for our artillery to eease fire. AL 10.51 P.m,
information was received that about half the party were in, and enemy
wae stll]l bombarding NO MANS LAND. At 10.56 pP.m advice was forthcoming
that Lt, Price had returned.

The O0,C, Raid being out of touch with his party made it
most difficukt for him to send back information, and further, the
fact that so many of the party were wounded, tended naturally to delay
operatlons, and harass thils officer, PFrom information gained from 11
repks it would Bppear that the eneny barraged his own wire and front
line parapet, almost immediately after our barrage was nut down on
his front line., His wire was found to be quite passable. The many
casualtles that occurred prior to our party entering his trenches
disorganised our parties angd severely hampered members of those parties
and the operation as a whole. This was particularly marked in the
case of the demolition men, whthout whose asgsslstance it was impossible
Lo galn entrance to the dugouts discovered. I contend that the reason
why Gap made in enemy wire (which had existed for some time) was not
repalred was because he oranised a thovough system to repule our raid,
Under the circumstances I respectfully submit XM EENIEEXETINETRNTE
THat the party did all in ite power teo attain the objects for which they
were despatched, and I think that the faet of out of 68 men who went
over and 29 being either being killed or wounded, and all but one {desd ¥
being brought back, speaks very highly for the morale and courage of 2l1l
ranks who anticipated. Tn an Ooperation during which all dlsplayed such
gplendid dash it is hard to individualise, but I desire to particularly
draw attention to the splendid work performed by Svout W.H Healy and
both Lts. Price and Gunter, whilst the organisation and thoroughhess
displayed by 0,C.Raid Cpt.Cope throughout tralning and during operation
left nothing to be desired. I deslire also to draw attention to splendid
work of M.0.'s Capts. QUYMER and PITZ-HILL, and atretcherbearers, who

. Worked in N,M,L, and from F.L, to lst.A,P.~- 8S,B,Pte Tillbrook 4ia par-
. tlcularly good work.

Sgd., Chas.P,Butler, Major,
C.0, 43rd Inf. Battalion, A.I P.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Emﬁmgrieﬁg:l: contained in T\ 8. Regs., art II
and the Stalf Manual respectively. itle pages
will be prepared in manuscript.
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