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1 Reference Map: | HAZBBROUCK, 5.A.
3 7th | Third Aust, Division relieved from LE TOUQUET - WARNETON Sector, during sfax afternoon snd even-
] March | ing, and moved back to hutments in LE NIEPPE - ROMARIN Area. /N ¢
1918, 9 a,m/ Transport moved off by road for DEVRES Area. MY N aehs |
f | /
| Reference Map: HAZEBROUCK 5.A. and CALAIS 13,
8th | Entrained at STEENWERCK for DESVRES_ 9th, 10th, 1lth, and 23rd M,G.,Companies concentrating at
March | | BOURNONVILLE for the purpose of ra-ﬁrganiuing atd fa;ming ord A,M,G,Battalion, Gnmpnnieg
| - bllleted in the village under the command of Major J.M, WELLS, D.M.G.O.
Appointments: Lieut, Harris, E,A., ©0th M,G.Coy. to be Battalion Transport Officer. :
| Lieut. Tyzack, T,0, 10th M,G,Coy. to be Battalion Quartermaster. .gﬁh
| | 2/Lieut, Henrick,J.0., 23rd M,G.Coy. to be Battalion Intelligence Officer. "
BOURNON- | 9th Day devoted to cleaning clothes and equipment, kit inspection, and meking billets comfortable. 2
1918 p
10%h Transport arrived in afternoon, having been 3% days on the journey. The weather was fine and |
March on arrival horses, limbers, and harness were in a highly creditable condition. %7
| 11lth Training far the week as per Appendix 1 was carried out. Recreational sports frequently indulged | APPENDIX
| March in, Phusical condition and morale of the men were excellent. -
3 p.m.Rugby Mateh; 9th M,G.Coy. v. 23rd M,G,Coy. Latter Company won by 8 pts, to - ;ﬁuﬁy
lsthﬁ Lieut-Colonel A.C. Blacklow transferred from 35th A,I.Battalion to cammand 3rd A.M.G,Battalion,
March ' Major J.M.Wells handed over to the Golonel and remained in the Battalion in the capacity of
' Second in Command, Having established Battalion Headquarters the C,0. at once took in hand A 7
' the organisation of the Unit. -ﬁ%y' |
15thf Appointment: Captain T.M, Mansfield appointed Battalion Medical Officer. i 1
arch = £
| Tlﬁthl ‘&Epnintment: Captain C, Brodziak transferred from 34th Battalion for appointment as Adjutant, G | |
% i ‘ l As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.&L. Ltd Forms/C.2118/1% ﬁ )= H. |
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence .

Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., P.:u:t IL
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript. (Evase heading not required.)
T - — N e b 5§ amve e e T I T T
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Imformation If:;;‘;‘:‘d"i:-
- : gt Al
ReferenLa HaR- HAZEBROUCK 5,A., and CALAIS 13.
BOUHHDH-122nd1 10. :F Battalion Headquarters, llth and 23rd A.M,G,Coys, left BOURNONVILLE, marched to LOTTINGHEM,
VILLE, Marcl’r a,m, and entrained for CAESTRE. Detrained and marched to STEENVOORDE arriving 11.15 p.m, AFRENDIX
(Battalion Operation Order No. 1.) 2I.
|2 pm, 10th A,M,G,Coy.left BOURNONVILLE and marched to LUMBRES. |
8 pm, 9th A,W,G,Coy. left BOURNONVILLE, marched to LOTTINGHEM and entrained for ABEELE. et rnch A
%QErd '~ Battalion Headquerters, llth and 23rd M,G.Coys. remained at STEENVOORDE. "
March 9th M,G.Coy. detrained ABEELE and marched to billets in STEENVOORDE, arriving 5 p.m.
‘ 10th M,G,Coy. enterained LUMBRES en route to CAESTRE but detrained EBBLINGHEM and marched to )
BANDRINGHEM, Y |
24th 7,30 Battalion Headquarters, 9th, 1l1lth, and 23rd M.G.Coys. marched from STEENVOORDE to EECKE and | i
‘March a,m., enbussed to EBBLINGHEM, .
Battalion Headquarters and 23rd M,G,Coy. marched to RENESCURE and BLARINGHEM,
9th M,G.Coy, marched to billets in SERCUS Area,
1ll1th M.G.Coy. marched to billets in RENESCURE,
10th M.G,Coy.remained at BANDRIBGHEM, 75
25th Battalion Headquarters and 23rd M,G.Coy. remained at BLARINGHEM, L
March 9th M,G,Coy. left 9.30 p.m. marched to STEENBECQUE and entrained for DOULENS. |
| 10th M.G,Coy, entrained at ST. OMER for DOULENS and on arrival there were sent forward to
| | MONDICOURT.
| 11th M,G.Coy. transport rejoined Company. At, 5.50 p.m, personnel and transport moved to |
| . ARQUES and entrained for SOUTHERN FIGHTING AREA, gﬁéé’
26th |
March 6 pm, Headquarters and 23rd M.G.Coy. marched from BLARINGHEM and entrained at middight at STEENBEGRUE.
| (Battalion Operation Order No, 2.) APPENDIX
9th M,.G,Coy, and transport detrained at DOULENS and marched to COUIN arriving 7 p.m. III.
| 10th M.G.Coy. arrived at MONDICOURT 6 a,m, and mounted 4 guns to defend village., At 4.30 p.m,
| | . proceeded by road to COUIN arriving 9 p.m. }ﬂfg
| . \
l i As834 Wt W4o73/M687 750000 8/16 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13 tff ” antt
| 49
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\Reference Map: HAZEBROUCK 5.4, and CALAIS 13.

TStﬁ 6 pm, l1lth M,G.Coy. detrained at DOULENS and marched to POINT between THIEVRES and MARIEUX where | ‘&
arch troops and guns embussed for FRANVILLERS, (3 4 |

Reference ﬂa%j FRANCE, Sheet 62.D. 1/4000.

|
27th | Headquarters and 25rd A.M,G.Coy. arrived DOULENS 8 a,m, detrained and embussed for FRANVILLERS
rarch' arriving © p.m.

' gth M,G.Coy. marched to PAS embussed to FRANVILLERS, debussed and marched to HEILLY, Nos, & &and
| 4 Sections going into the line,
| | 10th M.G.Coy. left COUIN 5 a,m, marched to MARIEUX embussed to FRANVILLERS and marched to HEILLY,
| | 11th K.G.Coy. debussed FRANVILLERS and were ordered to take up defensive positions between |

| SAILLY-LE-SEC and MERICOURT-L'ABBE, in conjunction with 42nd and 43rd A,I.Battalions, Three |
gections posted to sweep the approaches in front of SAILLY-LE-SE¥ the fourth section covering ¥ |
MERICOURT, Transport Lines at FRANVILLERS, | Y,

28th Bettalion Headquarters, and 25rd M,G.Coy, acting on instructions received by wire marched through

March HEILLY to RIBEMONT-sur-ANCRE, 23rd Coy. teking over village defences from General HEADLAMS force,
Oth M,G.Coy. Nos, 3 and 4 sections re jpined Unit, and the Coy. marched out of HEILLY at 9 a.m,
to billets at BONNAY., Nos. 1 and 2 sections proceeded to CORBIE, established Section Headquartersg,
guns being moungyed at VAUX and RA NEUVILLE. Transport left COUIN and proceeded to FRANVILLERS.
10th M,.G.Coy, tbok over front from main BRAY - CORBIE Roead to MERICOURT from 1llth M,.G,.Coy.

| 11th M,G.Coy. Section at MERICOURT moved to positions in old French System on right of BRAY -

| CORBIE Road, Transport at BONNAY,

P
oth 9th M.G.Coy., Transport and rest of Company left respective billets at FRANVILLEKRS and BONNAY V
arch nd proceeded to CORBIE where Nos., 1 and 2 sections joined them, the whole proceeding to
illets at CACHY, where Company Headquarters were established, Transport lines were established
on outskirts of BOIS L'ABBE.

10th M,G.Coy. Positions were pushed forward to the crest runnigg south from TREUX Wood, towards ‘
SAILLY-LE-SEC,

| 11th M,G,Coy. Line advenced in conjunction with 10th Bde, on left flank, 121548 |
L Ty e '

i \ | As834 Wt Wygy3/M687 750,000 816 D.D &L Ltd Forms/C.2118{13%
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Ingtructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages

will be prepared in manuscript. (Ervase heading mot required.) |
e T e,

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to |
Appendicea ‘

Reference Map: BRANCE, Sheet 62.D. 1/40000,

Operations if |
30/31st Harul 1918, 5

VILLERS 2,30 | 9th M.G.Coy. Instructions were received for 9th A,I.Bde, to counter-attack and re-establish a
BRETOHHEUi \ pm, line from V,9.,2,2.0. (COPSE west of MARCELCAVE) to AUBERCOURT. and to capture the latter town
'which was in the enemy's hands , No.3 Section under 2/Lieut, J,S.Ross was to support 33rd A.I,
'Battalion and No, 4 Section under 2/Lieut, L,S,.Piper to support 34th A.I.Battalion. The work
- of the two sections will be taken separately.
- 34,10 No, & Section moved with 33rd A,I,Bn, from BOIS D'AQUENNE across country arriving at assembly
' p.m, poEnt—rEo0—vyards west of VILLERSeBRETONNEUX & EBERCOURTU 3w, Reconnaissance made of
approache@8 through LANCER WOOD which was being subjected to heavy enemy fire. :
| ' § meiDuring a lull in the enemy's shelling men and limbers were hurried through the wood and guns
| | - got into position on summit of hill overlooking enemy position. Right sub-section placed under
| control of Capt, Fry of 33rd Bn., Left sub-gsection engaged enemy machine guns and troops that
were engaging our advancing troops, After some time enemy abondoned positions in disorganised
groups leaving many casualties on the spots from where his guns had been fired,

8 pm., Reconnaissance showed left flank to be lightly held, so one gun was sent forward and placed in
a commanding position on extreme left flank of Infantry. Another gunk went forward to a position
to the left of the centre company - latter moved forward with their reserve company (34th Bn.)
when it advanced through the 33rd Bn. Ammunition was taken to the guns by paeck animals,

11 pm, Enemy counter-attacked but was driven off by machine g®n and rifle fire suffering mmny

| - casualtles., All guns dug in and remained in position till relieved by English troops at 6 a.m.
3lst March.

Casualties -« 4 Other Ranks, Wounded,

No., 4 Section,

3,30 The section moved with 34th A,.I.Bn, from BOIS L'ABBE and moved across countrv in o |
| | +.1.Bn, olumn of

. pm, Troute via west of CACHY to assembly point in U,1ll,central, north of BOIS de EAHGARD. |
|

6 pm, One gun with "A" Company, 35th Bn., work@d round the north side of LERCER WOOD |
| . : under coverin

| gége ndeuis %eatiunin guns ang ;giceaafully plerced the enemy's lines establishing a pﬂﬂit%ﬂn
| Jards 1in Iiront of same, and held this till 33rd Bn. had consolidated. en "A" '

| . and Joined up with 33rd Bn. bl A7 i
A3834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13 .
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March 3 am
5 a,
SAIILY-
IE-SEG-
12,186
plm L]

<
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Enemy counter-attacked but was driven off by machine and ILewis fire with evident ca
Similar tactics were adopted by enemy with similar results, o SURLENen.

Ammunition was brought up by pack mules to within 200 yards of gun positions. Guns were dug in
. Relieved by Imperial troops and moved back to billets in CACHY.
Casualties - NIL,

11th A,M,G.Coy., During the morning the enemy shelled our positions & The village <LE<
SEC and VAUX-sur-SOMME. ' P ages of SAILLY-LE

Enemy advenced and attacked on Brigade front from River SOMME to BRAY - CORBIE Road under
cover of hig artillery and ]ldng range machine gun fire, Two waves comprised the first attack.
The left section of guns immediately opened fire at ranges from 12 to 14 hundred yards, infliect+
ing numerous casualties, On the right, in front of SAILLY-LE-SEC seven different waves were
counted, The section of gune in J,28,b, swept with indirect fire the low lying ground near the
River SOMME along which the strongest parties of the enemy wereapproaching. As soon as the
leading wave came in sight in J,35.b, and 4, two sections situated in trench running thmrmaugh
J.29.d, opened up with direct fire inflicting heavy casualties. Each succeeding wave was
similarly dealt with and occasiomahly the battery in J.28.b. also used direct fire on enemy
parties, which were observed from their position.

Enemy attack ceased.,

The following is an extract from an 1lth A.I.Bde. Report,:-

"Our Brigade Picquet line, consisting of two companies was never at an

y time penetrated
and held thelr line thmighout, At one time the enemy attempted to emvelop our right flﬁnk
next to the River SOMME but was entirely checked by the prompt action of the Vickers
gunners who were firing on that flank,"

. Company Reserve of S,A,A, was near Coy,H.Q. in SAILLY-LE-SEC, The fore portion of a G.S. Limbered
. Wagon, with two mules, being kept close by. As soon as the action starfed thie limber ;aaiuaedq
to carry ammunition to within200 yards of the guns. The Reserve was replenished from a dump
4000 yards in rear where another G,S, Limber had been kent in readiness .

- Ammunition Expended during the action - 27000 rounds.

AsB34 Wt Wygy3/M687 750000 816 D.D.&L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13
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Summary of Events and Information

Remarks. m i

Army Form C. 9118

g

!
\

references to |
Appendices 1

GENERAL,

When the Division took over on the 26/27th the position was very obscure, For the ‘most part
no line was established, During the
| elearing perties of the enemy out of re-entrants into which advanced parties had penetrated,
. and, finally by the 30th, touch with enemy main bodies had been effected, a line esgyablished,
and guns placed as in Appendix IV,

As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750000 8/16 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13
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remainder of the month we were occupied in pushing forward, APPENDIX "%
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WAR DIARY

THIRE AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN BATTALION,

FOR

ey - = —Jdhe

2
LIST OF APPENDICGES.
No. " Subject.
3 g Syllabus of Training.
. 3rd Aust.M.G.Bn. Operatlon Order No. l.
TEXS Zrd Aust.M.G.Bn. Operation Order No. =,
IV, Disposition of Guns March Elét, 1918,

AW ;'I
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.{3._1
or - _'.i'
3 10 ding War Diari d TIntelli - |
ittt s g e TR N BN INTELLIGENCE  SUMMARY. APPENDIX I, .
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ; ,
will be prepared in manuseript. (Erase heading mot veqiived.) _ P
Remarks and |
Place ‘ Date ‘ Hour ‘ Summary of Events and Information references to |
[ : Appendices |
RN | K |
! I|
| | THIRD AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN BATTALION,
SYLLABUS OF TRAINING ,
| WEEK ENDING 16th MARCH, 1918, |
............................................................................................... |
| Day, 9.0 a,m, to 10,0 am, 10,0 to 11,0 am, 11.0 to 12 noon. 2,0 to 5.0 p.m, |
! --------------------------------- e, T RTETII T R e e R~ [T s n TR PN et T SRR SL S P
 Monday 1lth Drill Kit Inspection and Cleaning Recreational
| | | Training.
| - TTyesday 12th Drill General Description Gun Drill,. do,
| | Wednesday 13th ! Drill Mechanism, Gun Drill, do, (
' W‘ch do. T R 2 i F . T do. -
| . “Friday 18th Points B.D.&.A, B8toppages & Practice do. i ‘
| | & Care & Cleesning @~ Minor Repairs 7.0.E,T, |
~“Saturday 16th T.0.E.7. T.0.E.7, T.0.E.T. do.
- - e L
5.30 p.m, to 6,30 p.m. Lectures for N,0,0"'s., to be given by selected Officers, .r?'i |
(a) Map Reading. Z
(¢) Work for following day. o ‘
¥
|
As5834 Wt Wyo73'M68; 750,000 8/16 D. D, & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13. | |
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence l
Summaries ave contained in F. 8. llegisiﬁ Part I1.
l ﬁ:ﬁ lt:?fpiﬁr{?gld?:ﬂll;;?zﬁgfly el (Erase heading not requirved.) .
i R i i . i i Hemmarks and
Place \ Date Hour 1 Summary of Events and Information rf;f;uéle; Et::
| o= | | R L L LS e s el TN . SN L AT o O
| | | | THIRD AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN BATTALION. |
| % i : |
'. | Syllabus of Training for Week Ending 25rd March, 1918, |
| -"fa;;é ___________ 9.0 to 10.0 a.n. 10,0 to 11,0 a.m, 11,0 to 12 noon. 1.30 to 2,30 pm. z.%o to 3.30 pm.
i' 'l. U I o i 3 R B Wt o o o5 R o 2 AR o 0 v oy 9y sy S e s 8 O P T e
| | ture by ¢.0. in grounds in
| Close Order Drill  Mechanism & Musketry and Lec
| | . Monday 18th Snlut.ing -« 15 min. Stripping. Revolver Practice. rear of Ghltﬁl’ﬂ; ________________ 4
I | PSR e T S By & ¥ R A% E S. Recreational
| | Tuesday 19th ao. R A N G E F R a8 .3 5 ¥ s by
--;;a;;;a;;-éaéﬂ---aampanies at Disposal of Company Commanders. F O E__E__E;_f__?__%: ___________
---------------------------------------------------- P R AGCTTI CE S,  Recreational
Thureday 2lst Cloge Order Drill, R A N G E :
J et e SR | R ) | TR e ST R, ot o T?;ififg ______ 4
| -5;1325“5555 ---------- ;;: ---------- Packing Limbers. Standard Tesis. 2. 0. B. %5 hn.
| ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - - . - -
| Saturday 23rd Battalion Parade and March Pasty Parade Ground rear
| of Chateau. Dreda - EapehingOpdey. = 00000 0 L iR ve
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 3
| i Companies will parade one fighting limber packed at Battalion Headquarters on Wednesday at 2l a.m. ;ﬁ
| : ing each morning half an hour will be devoted to games., The actual times for thesc games wil{l be 1aft§
| to the discretion of 0fficers Commanding. SE
| : \;-
el
' e
| | . e L[/ A
E | (ABoog) "'-El‘ Iavﬁ?l;fﬂlguu;i;lﬂ;::n%&ﬁ s/t7 8oh. 52 Forms/Cori8fiy i =)
| . | ,

= . —_—— ":'l“'i-.-.-n—----l-—-.i--—""ll—---

‘- i -
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| : APPENDIX II, ;

F\ THIRD AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN BATTALION OPERATION ORDER No. 1.

? ; Battelion Headquarters,
| 22nd March, 19818.

L} Reference Map: CALAIS and HAZEBROUCK 5.A,

INTENTION:: On receiving instruction the Third Aust, Division will
move forward into Corps Reserve Area,

' INSTRUCTION: (a) The 1llth and 9th Bde. Groups will move on the 22nd

instant.
(p) The 10th Brigade Group will move on the 23rd instant.

(¢c) Personnel of the llth and 9th Bdes. will entrain
et LOTTINGHEM, Train Transport of the 1llth and @th
Brigades will entrain at DESVRES,
(a), Personnel of the 10th Brigade Group will entrain
at'hEﬂEREB. Train transport of the 1l0th Brigade will
entrain at WIZERNES.
(e) the llth and oth M.G.Companies will move according 1o
; the above instructions with their respective Brigades.
h (f) The 10th M.G.Coy. will move with the 10th Inf. Bde.
Group. '

- (g) ghe o3pd M.G.Coy., will be prepared to move on

- receipt of instructions from these Headquariers,
| (h) Transport other than traln transport will move

Fﬁ 3 i by road W their regpectivg Brigades,
‘ | (1) Time. Hour of departure will be notified later,

T ———

Reports: Until further notice all reports will be
MR rendered to the vresent Battalion Headquarters,

{Sgd,) C. BRODZIAK, Captain,
Ad jutant,

Third Aust. Machine Gun Battalion,
QISTRIBUTIDH:

:-ﬂ

0.C., 9th M.G.Coy.

0.C, 10th M,G.CQy.
0.C. 11th M,.G.Coy.
, 23rd M,G.Coy.

% ia o I - SR B ol o
.

g, H.@. 2rd Aust, Div,
9. War Diary
100 Flle,

——

e —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO06895



i} — — — — _—
I s APPENDIX III.
| AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN BATTALION GPERﬁJEOH ORDER No.Z2.
- Battalion Heuﬂqﬁhrteru,
26th March, 1918,
" Reference Map: HAZEBROUCK and LENS 1/100000.
l, INTENTION: The Third Aust, M,G,Battalion will move as part of
the 3rd Aust, Division from BLARINGHEM Area to
5, . DOULLENS where they will detrain,
2. INSTRUCTION: The Third Aust, M.G.Battalion less 9th, lOoth & 1llth
M.,G.,Companies will move by redd from BLARIHGHEH to
STEENBECQUE where they will entrain at 12 midnight
26/27th March, 1918,
3, ROUTE: BLARINGHAM, I& CROQUET, STEENBECQUE Etltiun.
4, ORDER OF MARCH: Srd M,G.,Bn, Headquarters (less trsnsport)
- 23rd N.G.Company .
25rd M.G.Company Transport.
| 6. STARTING POINT: Ratlway Crossing.
- 6, TIME: S p.m,
i~ 7, REPORTS: - To head of column,

8, GENERAL: (a) A complete marching out state (in duplicate)
| showing the number of men, horses, G.S, limbers, G.S,.
' wagons, two wheeled vehicles and hiocycles, to be
- hnndad to the Adjutant et the starti pglnt
t _be_provide

! £h) nBreshkanePR® foN 09588  “Fopes Tor lashing vehloles
\ will be provided by Railway,

(ec) Ratiuns for 27th March can be issued to unttl

at Railhead,

- Acknowledge. | |

. (Bgd.) C. BRODZIAK, Captain,

| . DISTRIBUTION: Ad jutang,
| Third Aust.Machine Gun Battalion.
5 Yediicil0.0,

2¢ 0.0, 23rd M,G.Coy,
S, !r!hapurt Officer,

4, Q.M,
5‘ Rl“ini E. er Dilﬂ;

Ts File, 8, Spare,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1006895
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