AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Infantry

Item number: 23/73/23

Title: 56th Infantry Battalion

December 1917

AWM4-23/73/23

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1006960



Page 1, $ = |

%
. WAR DIARY o Army Form C. 2118,
b Iuhuémtmns regarding War dbjﬂfﬂﬁﬂuud IntEIII‘L =nﬁa o¥ :
it nmmaries are contained in r | : -
3 i nainl e gl 76 Hagy 11 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
. " will be prepared in manuseript. (Evase heading not vequived.)
?’ - . o, Rtemarks and
d Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information ' references {o
: k: 4 ' | Appendices
ROSSIGYOL |CAMP e
X FUMEL, PEC 1, Weather dull ard cold, |
Training from 10 a,m. to 12;30 p.m, Was cawxTik® out «nd consisted o0l Company 1iNspections, = |
| { pbatoon drill, rifle exercises etc, | |
3 T ''hné Work o ?_?_ttlﬁE*f_Hﬁﬁ_fH!_1TﬂFE_E#_TH]FHﬂtE_iEFEFtT_EIrETEff—yTﬂtEEtTEH‘WHﬁ“pﬁﬁh!&“ﬁn“_" -|
with, |
Th!—mrn"ﬁrt—nppuu¢ to bt“fn—gnn&<htﬁith~tr&—nUna—tht—wﬂrﬁt—fnr—thr—%ﬁﬂr—jﬁut—tﬁmp&a%fd - 1
Lieut mull and 1 other rank evacuated to Hospital,

; —I-manrejoined ex leave-and l-ex scheol —— g
| - 2, Light showers fell during the umrly.mnrning and the day turned out fine and very cold, : |
’ : ——EE—pﬂ#id#i4ﬂlﬂl~h#ld*llxh—th#—#xﬂ#piiﬂn—ui—ghulnh—ﬁklidﬂﬂ1 s =
| 11 a.m 6,0,C,Division accompanied by G,0,C,Prigade called and made an informal inspection of thu Camp, o

4ol = h&____-g,pzugrammg_nf wirter apuniaﬁhaﬁ h!ﬂﬂ_ﬂtﬂ;ﬂ_ﬂﬁhﬂﬂﬁ__ililiﬂ.@gmﬂﬂ are being practised, - ek -
| 23 Reinforcements joined the Pattalion, (¢,0. and Senier Majer visited ~th mde, ¥,q, and mspmw
B - o 3. Weather agatn fine and vefy cold, the varieus tracks frem there te the ﬂrm_],im -
| The Tattalion carried out & Ruutr March duripg the morning, ‘ |
: | 12.300 C,0,C,Prigade called and discussed matiers in general with the C,0, |
n p.m, At & p.m, & NMeeting of all OffTicers was held,
| _ A Tatigue party of 20 cther ranke was aunnlied for work under supervision of 15th FPield Co,
; -ol yngineers;y” T #3€,0{f, and I v,C,0, went ferward inspected th
| A party of 40 nthm? ranks was also mgaga 1Cn revatt ng ruungnt%uqagu . t.: vl;ua r-:xﬂ.::
| | " — 20 other ranks commeEnced SO BE® T o o18 rhicl ' : ;l%hﬁmpnnn

and two Sergesnts are nctiﬂg “s Iratruutnra .
B B - T “Weather cﬂl&‘*ﬁd'&ﬁ}f__F'ﬂ'nH'T*TfﬂI‘Fﬁrt?“ﬂEHiﬁ_i!nt—firwzrt“tiﬂﬁ?_lﬁi Ter several Suce eedingdays.: ¥
. ' All foims of Specialist Training were to~day carried out, Yon Specialists were engaged in
t - —-"Platoon-—Drill, R;ﬁla—a;arclaaaT—phys;calq:xgzalsta_andabﬁyana%wfLgu#}ﬂg—#——-~—~ 4
|" Fatigues aggregating 60 other ranks were supplied to Engineers and in addition a purty uttendul
| _— 8 Brigede School and further work on proteciion of huts was carried out, g :
rh 4 men left for duty with 14th L T M, B, >
A |1 man was evecuated to HMHospital and 14gmgn_;§ft_iuz_ﬂg1y &E PnnLjai_ﬁgind_ﬂLiaEh;ELgéiﬁAmhul#ﬂg_
k 2 men rejoined from l4th yachine Gun Co, and 1 ex 14th L TPU R ¥ 2
e - ; < | There was a very heavy frost and the dny'waa extrenely culd thnugh fine,. e :
The Battalion to day had the use of the Divisional Raths and practical 1}' 21l men were enabled Jaaﬁmqf
g N A for a bath and a clewun change of underclothning, i, G | -
Abgg5 Wt Wirgae/Muibe 35000 1216 D.D. &L, Forms/C.[a518/14. 4
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| Page S,. ¥ |
WAR DIARY Army Foria C. 2118. |

4 - lustructions regarding War Diarics ..unl Intellig mce . oy |
Summaries are contained in I'. S. Regs., Tur- 11, : |
and the Staff Manual respectiv el;; 'lll.lﬁ pages INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
will be r epared in manuseript. (Evase heading not required.)

Remarks and
P]ﬂL“E D"-""lE | Hour ’ Eummﬂ'}' of E"Eﬂtﬂ ﬂﬂd Iﬂfﬁrmﬂtiﬂﬂ - references to
' : L 1L = = Appendices

e T T e B B e e ——— - - — e e — e e i - . - il . -

ROSSIGNOL CAMP
KEMMEL, |DEC 9. '~ The usual werking parties were supplied r-r werk under ln:inur: and revetment of hutn

18 ReéeinTercements jeined up, A & ) A i 7
| | 1 man was evasuated te hespital ,and 1 man left te attend Anti-Gas Schesl, - L |
- 5 T During the evening warning erder was received frem mrigade te the effest that the *rigade
| wou 1d entrain fer Rest Area en 13th inst, ‘
10,  —Weather fine and eceld, —
. The Rattalien te-day carried sut a rnutl march, owing te the large numbers engaged en fatigues
— ~ —the parade was m_m*&MMMMMWMquHur | — =
. & general smartening up in their bearing being neticeable, Ther® have been ne nalll of trench |
— L 1 Tl feak lataly | . S
' - mrigade Scheel was eentinued during the merning, Rattalien Signal and Blnhiu Offiﬂll‘l were |
~engaged with the Prigade membing Officer in a trial of & message recket, e, 5. MRS
1 man was evacuated te hespital and ene man was transferred to 18th nnttalim |
ol |'® Gethas flew over the camp at a lew altitude, They were heavily engaged by Anti=Aireraft
I and ¥achine Guns but were nef damaged at all, i SN i |
1%k - Weather dull and celd with a feg during the -u'ly part of the day,
~ Frem 8,30 te 10 a,m, Organised Games and Physi¢al TTaining were carried eut, Frem 10 a,m, = 3
onwards a pell eon the subject of Clnﬂﬂrlptiln in AL‘IItI'&liI The pelling was fairly heavy,
= e T ‘ﬂrt—trlutl—fati-;u-rrwu supplied, |
l man was killed by lhlll fire dur:.n; the 8arly l-rning, |
- UFORF LV —at-9 a.m, Advance Party ef 40fficers and 4 V., 0's 1eftfor Frencqg Area in accerdance with |

Rrigade $x Instruetiens,
—————————————{1 0| C4s0, attended- au‘nutim_.f—emmmmm—ﬂcﬂqum ERESEC *

am,| At § p,m, Instruetinns were received frem Rmrigade te the effect that Tranap-rt would meve off

- | at 9 am, the fellewing day, 6
Liiut! nrnkpnl and wtttllt-n rejeined ex wounded and Liaut Gardnnr rnj.inﬂl ex lith T 1!

11,4 ) »rigade Order Yo 122 to the effect that the J_I;d- weuld Hl‘l’l te Fqu mm; on 13/141'.11 innt |
p,n Was received and acknewledged, = :

12, Weather fine and celd, ‘
Usual daily Fatigues were again supplied,
o | g . The Transperti with that of the remainder of The Rrigade meved eoff -with echelens full,

rr-u 8, 30 a,m, tl 10 &, m, th- Battalun ecarried out inlpunti-n and }hyu,dunl Traimn; after

=== i P e e

=== — s |

Abgys Wt Wirga: ,“nhtﬁn 35000 3216 D, D i‘s.l Fﬁrmﬁfﬂ.fﬂiﬂhq.
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[istructions regarding War Diari l'.E qu Intellig
Summaries are contained in I,
and the Staff Manual respec I.uel;\
will be prepared in manuseript.

Page 4,

WAR DIARY

oy
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
(Evase heading not vequived.)

e

S. Regs., IYur. 11,
Title pages

el

g e

-. H
Army Foria C. 2118.

l temarks and
Place | Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
| | B 1 U S\ 3 ATde L ¥ 5. S Appendices
mﬁsmno:: CAVP
K EMNEL DEC 12, which it marched te LINDEVHOEK fer & Gas Demenstratien by Divisienal Gas Officer,
g T geveral Gethas Tlew sver the and were Tired en by A A, Guna, Owing tTe cleuds > =%
| hewever the effect could net be ebserved,
= | | Lieut, Grimskey and 2 ether ranks cterﬂ'ﬁd—cn—ru“*’n—u—x" 3 > 3
6 p.m, Rattalien Order Ne 69 (as per copy attahisdd) was issued regarding the meve,
ey —P&%y HM—!"&M ex l14th Field Ce_ Tngineers, = =R
13 Jeather fine and celd,
— ———— 11530 The Rattalien moved eff te entrain at DEXENNEREX, The enitrainment was made repidly and in — — — —
a,m, good erder, owing te a bleck in the line the departure of the train was delayed till | -
. BRGNS T _Ihn Jjourney te DESVRES where the Rattalien detrained was mdde witheut inecident, | = e
DESVRES was reached at 11_30 p,m, and the mattalien went inte billets for the night, r
|1 6 Reinfercements jeined u; and 3 men wWere evacuated te Mespital, - t P 2
' The remainder of the Tranpert, including Ceekers, entrained at nu:[,rm at 5 p.Mm, for ‘I’IZ]}R‘H]}
| whigh was reached at 2 a,m, the follewing day : e _ s =l
A The mattalien had the use y of 2 meter lerries for the meve te ¢arry stores and their assistance
| was invaluable, The metor lerries prececded by Read ‘ - >
| 14, At 2 am _'.&ftiﬂ‘é Order Yo 123 wWas received te the ef feet that the Pattalien weuld preceed |
by Mareh Reute te PANENEW-TINGRY during the merning, ' | |
y 6 a,m, Battalien Order We_ 70 (eopy wttm new issusd, 3 1l
9,55  The Battalion moved eoff and joined the remainder »f the 14th Infantry ®rigade in gthe march |
o &, 8, — to new aresa whiech was reached at neen, Accemedation Was feund te De very seattered and net
everything that seuld be desired,
—— — -~ The Teet of all mm«—m—a’m&ﬂ—m}mmh—md—ma—hm te be in geed |
erder, |
[ 1 man was evacuated te Mespital, = — — - — |— —-— |
16, Weather fine and ceold, -'
S | Cempanies were lt_ilhl__ii spesal of Cempany Cemmanders during the day and inspectiens and = |
| physical -:n:hilli were carried eut,
| The portien of the Transpert whieh had travelled by rail and detrained at WIZERNE arrived at |
11 am, and the remainder which had travelied by read arrived at 4 p,m, after an uneventful
jeurney, In &« subseugent Prihade Order 1t-Cel, Francis,D,S,O0, cemianding 5th D,A,C. speke very = !
[ | | 1%,C,0, rejeined ex 2nd Army Scheel, hl;ﬁly of the whele Brigaude Tr-.nsp-rt
| LS men rejeined ex sick, 2 N = A | .
| r % Abggs Wi Wirg2a/Mii6o 350,000 :.fu’ D.D.&1.. Forms[C.[a118/14.
L | | =
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4 [ustruetions regarding War Diaries aund Intellig mee
Bummaries are contained in F. S. Regs., T'ur- 11,
and the Staff Manual respectively.
will Lie prepared in manusecript.

Place

T Date

' Hour |

P ANTH AM
'_TINGRY | DEC

18

~ - 3 men preceeded on leave te Paris,

Page o,
Army Form C. ZI118.

WAR DIARY

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Title pa
pages (Evase heading not vequived.)

Summary of Events and Information

e Tl
5 7

smarks an
references to
Appendices

e Ty i — - - il e o — — = S il
— - o — = - - a C—

_ Mhe merning was fine but abeut 3 p,m, Train cemmenced te fall and centinued threugheut the night,

Ne parades beyend the usual Church Parades were hedd, |
o/1ieut, Harvey and 3 ether ranks left te attend 5th Army Musketry Scheel,

a4

Lieut, ®ull and 4 ether Tranks rejesined ex sick,
& reinfercements jeined ®n_, and 1 man rejeined ex leave,

threugheut the day,

In the merning there were about & inches sf snew sn (ne Zreund @md same centinued intermittently

CiﬁpWi!ﬂ.— J AV8SICERLI 1 . . mm_'by—

Plateons,

—Nething of any conseguence eccurs ed threughsut the day,

All eppertunities are being taken advantage of te re-erganise and requip the Battalioen,

— P e ———— T —

1 man was evacuated te Hespital,

2 men rejoined ex sick,
Weather very celd and bright with the snew frezen hard making the werk
difficult,

of the Transpers very

e ——

o L & g L VG e ¥
physical Training, Cempany and rlateen Drill were carried out frem 9 te 11,30 a,m/xXxxgp ecialis

Training ef lLewis Gunners

of an h@ur - AR BT o
1 man wad-eVecuat'<d te Hespital,

and Grenadiers after which rattalien Drill was held for three quarters

B e e B R

Iieut, Peete Trejeined ex Weunded, _
15 reinfercements jeined Battalien and 1 man rejeined. ex Scheel,

~ Weather ery celd and fine, ;
All ®ranches ef Specialist training were carried out, Cempanies were engaged on physical

exercises, ®ayenet fighting, Sectien and Plateen drilil —and Cempany organizatden, Paittal ien

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

20 |

Parsde was held frem 11,45 te 12,30 p,m,

-—At—2,15 p,m; C,0, ettended & Cenference at Divisiensl Headguarters te discuss "jessens dearnt

frem the recent teur in the line, "

=~ mwmnmmurwwnmmwmm

' 1 Reinferfement jeied ums

3 men preceeded on Jeave te Englapd,

D S =

o men rejeined ex sick and 2 ex weunded,

Weather still very celd but remaining fine and bright,

Abags Wt Wirgaz/Miibo 350000 33f16 DD, &L, Forms[C.[a1718/14.
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118 |
! lustruetions regarding War Diaries and Intellig mee or [
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., I'wr. 1I, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. f.‘n].a pages ‘ _
will be prepared in manusecript. (Evase heading not vequived.)
___‘ s Remarks and
Place Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information _ references to |
| ) ol Appendices
o — e - e R e S i i SRS LT . Ly
P ANEHAM L ' |
TINGRY | DBEC 20 | Specielist training was carried out frem 9 am, te 11,15 a,m, Companies were engaged in

Physical training and Sectien drill fer the um:- -riid Tﬁmuﬂ'-rth the 3attalien ineluding |
_ specialiste went fer a sheri reute march by c-npmiu
RRRE T T Lisut, Heath rejeined ex weunded ani—zy‘nmt——wrm—s-tnu—rrirmem LC’ET“b ]i‘tt'ifl_lﬁ)_ wid
20 other ranks left te attend grigade Infantry Scheel and 4 te attend Irigade signal Scheel,
——& 3 mile race was held during theafternsesn and was keeny contested, =
gl Weather fine and net quite se cold,
L o ————— Dureng memniﬁmmtmwmmwﬁﬂ pet Iatrtal—hn ——
~ Oorder Ye,7ljttached) Distance travelled abeut 7 miles, \
= ---——Thi—a.ftmm was deveted to sporiing ete, ' SNt
| The health ¢f the treeps remains very good despite the celd nni there are no cases -1’ Trench Fee t
i . ! Wi .22 men per day frem the Rattalien are being granted leave te ®CQULQOGNE &nd & metler lerry- u___..__- r
| ~ previded for their cenveyance by Divisien,
Sl || 2 men were evacuated te Hespital = 3 - . BICH . ST LY RTVENAT ) il o
| . 2 men rejeined ex sick,
22 ~ Weather fine and celd, AR A
. The merning was deveted to a _thereugh inepedtion of arms, equipment, kits lt: There was ne
. training,
| Ca®, attended as a member of a G, c,M, &l DESVRES,
| thnin Smythe and 2 ether ranks r-,jninet ex 11“1 __ | .
"""" T Lieut, Heugh and 2 ether ranke rejeined ex sick,
2 men were evacuated te Hespital, A i 3
— | 1 man Jjeined the wattalien frem 12th Aust, Light T,X,®, =
R3 Weather celd and fine, w0
—F= ———— Usual Churech parades were held, V1 T | W i g
| Nethihg of any censequence eccurred thr-ugh-ut the day, -
= - — - Ceptain Cehen mand 1l esther rank rejeined ex leave, i R N a——
| | 29 reinfercements jeined up making thes le.tta.litn lli:htly ever utn‘bli;hnlnt in -thtr ranks,
| l man was evacuated te hespital, ———ag
| G 1 ¥,0,0, left te attend & ceurse of 1mtrunti-n- nt Cerpe Gas Scheel,
| i 24  Weather fine and celd with the thaw keginning te setin, — — = g
In accerdance with instruetiens frem G,0,.C,Brigade ne trn.imng parniuu were held,
AL At neen Acting Brigadier called at latta.lnn xaaiqaart-run an infermal visit, L R S,

Abg4s Wt Wirgez Mrtéo 350,000 7216 D, D. & L. Forms/C./2118/14.
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WAR DIARY

¢ [ustruetions regarding War Diaries and Intellig nce o

Summaries are contained in I'. 8. Regs., T'wr- 11,

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

and the Staff Manual respectively. Title puges ! _
will be prepared in manuscript. (Evase heading not vequived.)

e

Place '| Date | Hour | Summary of Events and Information

rage 7

Army Form C. 1';’[.18..

PANEHAM  Dee,
TINGRY | 24

‘.
|

e Tieuts, Greive and Rentley

——— = el e

d after an execitin ame wen by 8 te 2
L B : ex Ist Anzac Cerps Scheel,

 puring the afternsen the Battalien played the 55th Battalien in the Rugby Feetball Cempetitien

e ——— s

Remarks and
references to
Appendices

© men rejeined ex leave and ene ex sick,
| _pne man was evacuated te Hespital

|

> men left fer Cadet Cadet Battalien England,

| o8 ether ranks whe have been attending Brigade scheel rejeined the Battalien for christmas,

25

has new practically all thawed,

"Ne parades were held,

feather fine and $4® fairly mild, The snew which has been lying abeut fer several days

| ' - !
! The issued ratien fer the day was very geed and added te the extras purchased -uf.'. of lnt_ta.lun |

T “munds enabled the men te be given an excellent christmas dinmer,
Lieut, Ccreber and 7 ether ranke rejeined ex weundegd, and ene man ex sick,

T one man preceeded on leave te England, —— ]
. Weather dull and mild,
" ~Ne training was carried eout, in ac

tens

= ]

cerdance with mrigede instruet 8.
puring the day party which has been attaneind Prigade Scheel, btut !hilh rejeined fer Christmas,

o men left fer a ceurse in elementary German,

—again repented back te the seheel, -
3 men were evacuated te Hespital

I man rejeined ex sick and ene ex weunded,
Snew fell during the night, |

27

There was & let of snew lying abeut at daylight and light snew fell during the day
 Training was carried eut frem 9 te 12,45 and censisted efthe fellewing:-

&t interveals

5 C

—

Extended erder drill under plateen and Sectien Cemmanders
Cempany in attack en Streng Peints A L T T S
Nusketry, and practices fer Plateen Competitien,

held a meeting of -all officers

| N | é;'fhi.lt, Thempsen and 3 ether Tenks 1eft te attend Scheels ef Instructien,

I man rejeined ex Cerps Scheel (Instructer),

Training the same as for yesterday was carried eut,

|

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ET'—“" Weather fine and celd with the greund cempletely covered in snew, The snew nhas net vet frezern_
In the afternesn the Battalien played the 54th Battalien Feetball (Australian Rules) and wen, |

- Lieut, Ceurtney and ene v,C,0, left te attend Secend Army Scheel,
Tieut, Wittleteon left for duty as Instructer &t Erigade sScheel,

i 2 /iieut PHral Keld whd: ene Fié, doefttte underge Intelligence Course at Ist Anzac cerps Scheel,

RCDIG1006960
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Page @, 7
WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.
# [nstruetions regarding War Diaries and Intellig nee or .
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., I'nr. 11 INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages ) ;
will be prepared in manuseript. (Evase heading not required.)
s iy hemarks and
Place | Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
‘ | et SRR P _ - b Appendices

— . _te billets at I p,m, On cenclusien ef the scheme Cempany Commanders delivered lectures

Weather fine and celd,
The Battalien teday carried eut an outpest Scheme as per attached cepy ef (rder - returning

te their Cempanies, peinting eut any faults neticed, etc,

|
|

__ieut, Gardner left te attend Ist Anzac Cerps Gas sScheel I man left (e attend ceurse at

| Ceekery Scheel, puring: the afterneen ene cemplete Cempany was engaged en clesring ‘
1 man was evacuated te Hespital, the reads in SAUFR ef snew, |

Lieut, crimsley and ene ether rank rejeined ex leave,
| Weather dull and net very celd, The snew is begimning te thaw slightly,

"~ Weather dull and very celd, * e

only Church Parades were teday held
All blankets were taken by lNeter L-;ry te Yo, 44 Sanitary gectien,Eteples, fer fumigatien,

- m—e—owm a

~ and breught back befere nightfall,
Lieut, Wehan rejeined ex 2nd Army sScheel,
2 men were evacuated te Hespital
o men rejeined ex weunded and I ex leave,

Twe Cempanies were teday engaged in clearing the snew frem the reads, One Cempany carried

. I | BCF: SSNN l__[_{.,m& gunners carried eut special training under Lewlis Gun Ofificer;

!—t‘ttt' greuping practive at 106 ysrds mto——fhtﬂrﬂttnint—e'n’my—e&rfﬂd—mmh—siﬂ%w—-m- e
extended erder drill, Bayenet fighting, iunkitry. Plateen in attack and Gcas Drill, all

. ©,0, held a meeting of Cempany Cemmanders during the afterneen and discussed general matiers,

______ 5 men left fer duty with 5th Div, Meter Transpert Celumn, BB RIS o e S N N

Lieut, Mehan,¥ C, and 4 ¥,0,0's left for duty at I4th Training Battalien, i

3 men preceeded en leave te Paris,

I man was evacuated te Hespital
The Brigade ®Pand, which is tt__,:m_nin_gth_;in_la_ttal_im.ﬁr geme days, arrived during the

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

af ternsen,
. B Lt A 4 Y-S SRSTRE - USRS — 7~ r;,--':-"- r == "': TN T Tieut=Celenel,
31/12/17 | / Cemmending 56th Battalien,A,I,F, | :
Abgss Wt Wirgaz/Mii6e 35000 12/160 D.D. & L. l-'";:_rms;'ﬁ.fﬂ_lafr;p
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APPENDIX TO WAR DIARY: DECEMBER 1917,

- — ; - e o e S — - el

officers, gther Ranks,
strength ef Battalien en 1/12/17 (including detached:
In Hespital, At Schesls and gn Cemmand 8 off, 108 O,R, 31 841
prafts ete, received during the menth inecluding
officers and Qther Ranks ex sick and ex weunded 7 180
38 1021
Qf ficers, Qther Ranks,
Strength eof Battalien en 31/12/17 (ineluding detached;
In Hespital, At Scheels and On Cemmand 1) off 130 0O.R, 37 _ 99l
(10 119)
Transfers, rvacuatiens, eut ef Div, Area, sSecendings eto, 1 30
.08 10
b e~ e P P = b ]

i
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| puring the beginning ef the year, up till the German withdrawal
in veareh, the Battalien was in the LLE TRANSLOY Secter, garrisening the
line and previding werking parties fer maintenance of cemmunicatiens
and imprevement ef trenches, puring this peried the celd was intense,
the communicatiens were extremely difficult te keep in geed erder, the
frent line trenches needed censtant attentien and shell fire washeavy
and censistent,

Degpite these difficulties the secter eccupied by the Pate
talien was kept in geed erder, het ratiens reached the garrisen nightly
and cases of trench feet were very few, This state of affairs was
purely due te the cheefful endurance and leyaliy disslayed by all ranks,

When the enemy withdrew early in varch the weather was sxcesiient
splendid and the spirit ef all ranks was excellent, During the advance
geveral miner engagements with small hestile rearguard patrels eccurred
but it was net until the 2nd April that this Battalien was engaged in an
impertant actien,

on this date the Battalien carried eout a surprise attack and
captured the village of T OUVERVAL, At this stage the merale of the Bat-
talien was extremely high, and altheugh casualties were fairly heavy (

(% 2 officers and 57 ether ranks killed: g officers and 57 0,R, Weunded)
the attack was a cemplete success and the Battalien was cengratulated

by the Brigzade, Divisienal and Army Cerps Cemmanderg, Regarding this
sctien as many as pessible of osur men whe were killed were btreught back
and buried in CHAFEAU WoQD, TLieut~Celenel Scett (since killed)in actien)
himself supervised the laying eut ef this Battalien cemetary and a large
weeden cress was erected in hener ef the men of the Battalien whe fell
&t LOUVERVAL, This Cemetery is new & British Registered Cemetery,

After this ergagement the Battalien meved back in stages te
BECOURT where re-srganizatien and training were carried eut fer three
weeks, At the beginning ef Nay a hasty meve was made te suppert the
attack of the 2nd pustralian Divisien at BULLECQURT,

When the Battalien arrived at VAULX the pregraume had been
changed and the Battalien had merely te held the line caeptiured by the
ond Australian Divisien, During this teur the Rattalien had te underge
very severe shelling and participated in a heavy hestile ceunter attack,
our casualties here were fairly severe but the ceunter attack by the
enemy was successfully dealt with, The Battalien was relisved atthe end
of Way,

" Then began & spell of training and re-srganizatien at 1.7 TRANS
ley, WARLOY, MAILLET and HYRISSART in the SOMME AREA, Frem HFERISSART
the Battalion meved te NRRLINGHTNM in the Secend Army Area at the end of
July, The training here was mainly deveted te the new effensive tactics
preparatery te attacking the enemy in the YPRES Area,

The training was carried eut at high pressure and en 26th gsept~
ember the Battalien teek part in the attaek threugh POLYGON RACECCURSE,
The attack was cempletely successful and the Battalisn preved itself snce
mere, All ebjectives were captured #n schedule time, ever 150 priseners
were taken, and numersus machine guns, The captured grsund was success-
fully held till the Battalien was relieved oen the night ef 30th September,

unfertunately sur casualties were very severe, TLieut~Celenel
AH, Scett, D,8,0, the Cemmanding officer was killed, as were alse the
Adjutant, the wedical officer, twe Cempany Cemmanders and 2 Subalterns,

Trem the I3th te 2Is8t octeber the Sattalien garrisened the
BROCDSEINDE Secter, During this time we underwent several very severe
hestile gas shell bembardments, on the I15th Nevemember the Battalisn
teek ever the HOLLEBEKE Secter and garrisened it fer I4 days, The secter
was @ery quiet and a great deal ef werk in the shape of censiructing
Streng reints, and salvaging, was carried sut,

on the 13th December the Divisien meved te the SAMFR Rest Area
fer reerganizatien and training purpeses,

Threugheut the whele year the leyalty, discipline, endurance
and fighting qualities of &l1 ranks left nething te be desired,

"he numbers ef deceratiens gained by the mattalien during
the vear are as fellew: TAR TO MILITARY CR0OSS 1: MILITARY CROSS 8:
DISTINGUISHYD COVDUCT MEDAL 6: MILITARY MEDAL 23: FOREIGN DECORATIONS I]
VENTION IN DESPATCHES 6,
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In the lflliﬁ*
5/12/171? Gy

_ Ref, Map Sheet

B e

1, The 56th _ 3ﬁ?i'anapnrt will earry eut & Route Mareh
temorraw gth inst | .

2 S-TARTII‘!G PGIIHT?. ' . as ‘Sentry Bex,
8. XINR:. - 8.45 a.m,

-4, ORDER OF MARCH: "RW g
o "O8 Qe
- ’ HBH c.
Y “A'H c.

| S TRAVSPORT,

Ll

(a) The Lmia Gun offider, Signalling officer, Headquarters signallers
and Stretcher Bearers will march with their respective Cempanies,

(%) pistances ef 50 yards will be maintained 'bs‘bwum Cempanies and
100 yard.a hetween "A" Co, and Transpaert,

8, DRESS: Eattlt order, Steel Ftlmuts veunted officers will Wear Sam
Browne mlta and Caps,

6, 22; Forwerd portien of Ceockers will net be taken, . ]
Lewis Gunas will nst be taken, 1

e I)aily Werking parties and Brigade Sehssls Pnrunnol will parade as 3
1aid dewn in Training Sylla.hun for week, ’

8, TFvery aveilable man nmust ‘be an parn.ﬂn_

1.9. wateches to be uynthrmind-nt B.O.R, &t 8 a.m | ‘ i

=g -

'io_ Merching out states with details as to whet werk er -thnrwiau all men
net on parade are engaged on teo B3, 0,R, &t 8 a,m,

. (sgd) g A Williamson, Tieut,,
Tessuek by ruvner at 7 p.m, teo:- A/Adjutant 56tk Battalion, A, I, F

sl .

0.,.0,"A" Ce,
o B0 i, "RY Ce,
* Q. 0."C" O,
B, 0. "D" Ce;

.
gﬂ
4 ® @
000

ifinﬁr
ffietr

i 219 P O ¢

e
-
L]

ﬂfﬂ'm
g

z
B
:r,‘,-

el ¥
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, 56TH BATTALION ORDER No,89 APF?"["!D[X' o
Ref, Maps sheet 28 1/40,000 . In the Field,
| Calais 13 1/100,000 12/12/1", :
— & + 3+ 3+ + 3+ 3 -+ ¥ 1 Sy - T e =+ ===|:=====l'=:=.:====‘:l
1, The §6th mattalion Will move to the FRENCQ Area on the 13/14th inst,
2. ii ENTRAINING STATION: | DE KENNEBEK
b) DETRAINING STATION: DESVRES
Se STAR_TIHG POINT: GAS SENTRY ROX
4; TIue: 11,30 a,m,
5, ORDER OF MARCH: "AY Co,
g% de.

All Headquarterd Details will march with their respective Companies,
Distances of §0 yds, will be maintained between Comp anies,

6, DPRESS: Full Marching order less 1 blanket,
Felt Hats, Unconsuned portion of
days rations to be carried and
water bottles to be filled,

7. Lieut, Gardiner will act as ®mn, Entraining officer and will report to
Bde, Entraining officer DE XENNEREX at 10,30 a,m, on 13th inst, with
Bn, Entraining states,

8, Disut, ®raaskpool will act as BRde, Entraining officer for rde, Trans-
port and will report to R,T,0, BAILLEUL at 3,30 p.m, on 13th inst_

O 0,C."B" Co, will provide party of 1 N.C,0, and 10 men to report to
Entraining station at 9,15 a,m, as guara and unloading party,

10, 'Bxtra Blankets (rolled in bundles of 10 and plainly marked), officers®
Valises, Company Records, Medical Stores and Camp Kettles, will be
ptacked by 8,30 a,m, on 13th inst, under direction of R.S. M,

11, officers’ wess Gear to be stacked at 9 a,m,
12, . Cooks will remain behind to clean up, They will report to sSgt, Craig,

13, Remainder of Transport still with the mattalion will entrain at
PAILLEUL, and will report there at 4 p,m, 2 days rations for
personnel and animals will be carried, . _

14, All Huts will be left in a clean and sanitary condition and certifi-
cates to this effect will be rendered to ®,0,R, at 9 & m,

1§, Marching out states to R, 0, R, &t 9 a,m,
16, Watches will be synchronised at ®_,0,R, at 9 a,m,

~ (sgd) G,A,Wildiamson, Captain,

Issued by runner at 4 p,m, to:- A/Adjutant seth Battalion, AJIF,

2. 0,0.7A% Co,

3, 0,C;"2" oo,

4; Q. C,"6" @o,

5., 0,C,"D" Co,

é, 7,0, and Q M,

; Li__aardinor_

8, Lt, Brackpool, :
9, M,0, #
1o, C,0,
1, War Diary,
il, Fle,
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(To _be read out on parade before entrainment)

. Absolute silence is to be maintained during entrainment,
2, No man is to entrain or detrain until he receives orders,

3, No man is to travel in brake vans or on top or on steps of carriage
or truck,

4, Men will not be allowed to enter any refreshment room,

5. No man is allowed to leave the train at any but authorised stopping
places,

6. No wine or spirits will be allowed on the train,
, 2 Any man left behind at the station will report at once to the R,T,0,
8, Bottles and other articles, such as tins etc, are not to be thrown
out of the windows, Any rmbbish should be put under the seats or
in the corner of trunl:
9. All men will be warned of the length of halt at stopping places
and ordered to parade outside their carriages, § minuttl 'b-furl the
train is due tn start, -
10, Before the train leaves the station, the officer or N¥,C,0, in charge
of each party, will satisfy himself that &ll his men are on board, and
will report to the 0,C, of Train Guard,
: 5 &5 Windows to be examined before entraining and after detraining,

NOTE: Any disobedience of the above orders will he severely
dealt with,

(sgd) & A%Willimnon, Captain,
12/12/17, A/Ad jutan éth Battalion, A, I, F
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DESVRES,

bl S i R R e e T T e ——————— et — e e e S Sl oS il

1, The 56th Bgqttalion less Transpart will meve te PANENEN teday,

2, STARTING POINTA | Cressreads at the U in 1,E CARAGURT,
3, IIME: | 9,56 a,m,
4, ORDER OF MARCH: HEADQUARTHERS,

"A" c..

"B* Co,

Hcﬂ c..

"D" Ce,

Distances of 100 yds, between Companies,
5, DRFESS: Full yarching order,
8, Halts will be signalled frem head of Celumn,

'f!_ All men marked unfit te march by R,M,0, Will repert te STATION at
730 a,m,

87 Marching Out States te ®,0,R, at 8,30 a,m,

s

9, Watches te be synchrenised at = o,R, at 8,30 a,m,
10, ACKNOWLEDGE,

(sgd) G, A,Williamsen, Captain,
Issued at 6 a,m, by runner te:- A/AdJutant 56th mattalien, A I F,

Ne.2, 0.0.%A" Cs,

3. 0.C."B" ge,
e 0,0.7C" Co,
« 0,8,°D" o,

Q

M
c
F

OO RK
o

ile,
War Diary,

HO®®anhoia

i [y~ - o o &

e - . T — e m— — —— - R i gl -—— =g * - — e L - — e, l-ﬂln-l-""‘=
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B6TI RATTALION OPFRATION ORDER Ne, 71 APRCNDIX

s EEEESEm=SESEE RS- R T EEEEEE S ESESS

In the Fitid;
_ 20127

_n-r. Map Calais 13, 1/100,000 £

—

e i ——

1, The 56th Battalien will earry sut a Cencentratien wWureh temerrow
zlst inst,

2. CONCENTRATION POINT: Read Junetiem at secend "T" in HAUT PICHOT

S, cnlpaﬁiti Wwill mareh independenily so as Lo reaesh eencmniraiien
peint at 10,350 a.m,

4., Companies will tske fellewing routesi-

" A" Ce. Headquarters -Read threugh "G" iy BOIS DR TINGRY
~Oaneentratisan Telint,

"y Ce, Headquarters -Cressroads at "N" in V¥RLINGTHUN =
“~Ooneentratien veint,

o - b ge, Headouarters ~TINGRY ~RNRQUFRIE ~HALINGHEN ©
~Conecentratien Peint,

"p* Ce, Headquarters ~TINCRY -RFRQUERIE =Ceneentratien Peint

The following reutes will be taken on the return jeurney,

" AN i AUT PICHOT =Crossreads at "N" in VERLINGTHUN =T INGRY-
BILLETS, ‘

wpe Road threugh "G" in 20IS8 DE TIVGRY -BILLETS,

e g dame route as "A"

Cupe game route as "A"

. DREsS for all ranks except Company Cemnmanders whe will wear Sam
3 Browne Relts =3attle Qrder, Small Rex Respiraters, Felt hats
turned up, T.ewis Guns will noet be taken, Company Cemmanders
will be dismounted,

6, xvery available man tc be en parade, gignallers will parade with
-h“ C'ﬂ.

w, uarehing out States to B,0.R, al 8,30 a,=,

8, Watches Lo be synehrenised by runner «t B O, R, &t B,30 & &,

(sgd) G,A,¥illiamsen, Captain,
Y ssued by rummer «t 4,30 p, a4, ol A/Adjutant s6th pattalion, A I F,

2. 0.C."A" O»,
¢ 0.6, "3 Ce,
0.C."C" Qo
0.C."D" Co,
CeOo

gig, off,
Ver Diary,
Tile,

e @

m™amo e
L ]
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Ref, CALAIS SHEET 1/100,000 29/12/17,

1, (&) Enemy is reperted at T.O0NGVILLERS covered by Cutpests en the line
CORMONT - BFRNIEULLE, Small hestile cavalry patrel seen in
vicinity ef FRENCQ,

(®) our treeps are biveuacked in area SAVER - TIYGRY =~ DALLE with
sutpest dine WIDEHENW - HURERTSENT - ROLET =~ENGIANHAUT,

(¢) The 14th A, 1 ,Bde, occupy TIVGRY with gth Bde,£ en the left and
15th-Rde, on the right,

2. (n) The 56th jn will held sectien eof the abeve outpest line frem

HUBERTSENT lexclusive) te ROLET (exclusive),
(b) Pigquet dine will he line of resistance,

3, (&) "A" Co, Ne, 1 OQutpest Ce, frem read junctien (inelusive) 1/g"

g, of "E" in HUBERTSENT te read(exclusive) at g,c_ 9,95,
"3" Ce, Ne.,2 OQutpest Ce, frem read (inclusive) at 6§,,9,95 te
5 iﬂ'gigi
'5' Ce, YNeo,3 Outpest Ce, frem 5,4, ,0,0 to read junctien
(inelusive) at "R" in ROLET,

(®) "D" Co, Will be in reserve at read junctien 1/8" N, of "B" in
HUBERTSENT,

(¢) Bn, Headquarters and R, A,P, at Farm at read junctien where
Reserve Ce, &are,

ii Ne fires in piquet line and ne smeking at night,

e) Conpanias te be in pesitien by 10,30 a,m,

4. (a) The Battalien will rendezveus on read at "y" in TINGRY at 9 a,m,
and will march te Outpest line in the fellewing erder: -
HEADQUARTERS, -
“A' c.-
H’H c"
"eP g,
“D¥ C»,
100 yds, between Cempanies te be maintained,
) signallers will carry flags,
o) stretcher Bearers will march with respective Cempanies,
d) All untrained Tewis Gunners will remain behind with Lewis Guns
and repert te Lieuf; Bull en "C" Ce, parade greund at 9 a,m,
[a DRESS: Battle order, steel helmets,
f) Cempany Cemmanders will be meunted,

5, Watches will be aynbhr-niaud at R,O,R, at 8,30 a,n,

(sge) c,A Williamsen, Captain,
Adjutant 56th Battalien, A, I,F,

Issued by runner te:-

0,C."A" Ce,
©.0."3" Co,
©.C."C" Ceo,
0.C."D" Ce,
M,0,

Co0,

War Diary
File,

= i
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