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WAR DIARY | Army Form C. 2118.
" JI.d.‘l'.-""ll I.“ - /
Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence 3 /
Summaries are cor*ained in I. 8. Regs., Part IL & Z. .
and the Staff Man.al respectively. Title pages . ) _ : Py
will be prepared '.r manuseript. (Erase heading mot required.) _
-—_—F———-_—-———-—-“m
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to |
Appendicea
| Reference Map: FRANCE Sheet 62,D. 1/40000,
|
ALLUNVILLE 1st Repregentative Battalion Parade ordered for australian Prime Minister. Battalion Order No. 16 APPENDIX 1
July. This was cancelled and Mr, Hughes together with Mr, J. Cook inspected tne litn A.l.Brigsae and

the 9th M.G.Company only.

e -

end 3,30 [llth A.M.G.Coy. plus one section, made up with representatives of the 9tn, 10tn, and 25ra Coys.
July. pm, | moved out from ALLONVILLE to BUSS5Y-1les-DAOURS 1in connection witn tne HAMEL offensive wnicn
was fixed for the morntng of the 4th July. The Commanaing Officer's report of tnis opn; attd, APPENDIX II

Srd Honours and Awards. Special Order of Major-General Gellibrand, No, 54 C.Q.m.S. Fincham, C.

July.| 11th M.G.Coy. awarded the Military Medel for conspicuous gallantry on the night of May 25th near
| VILLERS-BRETONNEUX in organising and conducting ration parties through a heavy barrage.

7,30 am. The first concert orgenised by the Battalion was held at ALLONVILLIE,

4th 3,10 im HAMEL offensive opened. See Appendix II,

July | Concert by "Bandicoots' in evehdng.
QUERRIEU ilOth M.G.Coy. held an Aquatic Carnival,
ALLON-  |5th ! Selection of N.,C.0's for Aspirant Officer's Course at Corps School made by C.0.
VILLE |(July | No, 501 Sgt, Williams, J.A. No. 377 Sgt. McClure, R.E. and No, 84 Sgt, Orr, J.C. chosen.
The Americen Engineers Cabaret and Concert Party gave a concert. |

6th Demonstration of an attack on a strong point carried out under the supervision of the C,0. for
| the Divisional Officees School. Free discussion by the School on the merits and demerits of
July | machine gun emplacement which had been construected during the ?reviuua few days was also held,
| iC.0. went to Australian Corps to attend Machine Gun Commen ders” Conference,
7$h ;Sunday was observed as a day of rest, Churen parades being voluntary and fatigues being cut
| July down to & minimum,
| | |
L 8th in the morning the C.0. held a parade of Officers and NeC.0's of aii Companies for tne purpose .
July lof an open discussion on machine gun emplacements and the protection ot gun crews from snell fire A
| when in the line. It was decided that pending the construction of deep gas-prool dug-outs
tunnel splinter proofs with head cover ranging from 2 to 10 feet snould be comnstructea by tne gun \\hh*
As5834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/1%
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence =7 =
Summaries are contained in T, 8. Regs., Part 1L i
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages . ‘ Y
will be prepared m manuscript. (Evase heading not required.)
-_ | Rematksand
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
| Appendices
| Reference Map: FRANCE, ©Sheet 62,D. 1/40000.
ALLON- [8th crews themselves, Captain D.A.Whitehead 23rd M.u.Company being aetailed as works Officer to
VILLE |July superintend and instruct in this work, Plan of =pkxxk splinter-prooi attacnea APPENDIX TIII.
9th and 11th M.G.Coys. and Bn, H.Q. had gas masks tested in lacnyrmatory gas.
9th 8,30 |In accordance with Divisional Defensive Instruction No, 17, S.u. 401/32/109 Battlie Stations
July.l p.m.|practice wes carried out by the Division, the 3rd #ust, M.u.Bn's part being covered by Battalion
| report BN/587 APPENDIX IV.
'Conference of all officers of 1lth A.l. Brigade held at Aerodrome, ALLONVILLE (Brig-Gen., Cannon
presiding) at which the various phases of, and questions arising from, tne HAMEL ortensave
| were dealt with. - .
| Divisional Order No, 98 re relief of the 4th Aust, Division by tne 3rd Aust, Division in the B"
| 'or HAMEL Sector received. Para, 6 of this order had reference to the relief of the Machine CGuns
| in this area and read as follows:- "0.0. 3rd AM.,G.,Bn. will arrange relief of machine guns in
'the }eft Brigade area night 11/12th July and the balanceé of the 4th A.lM.G.Bn. on the night 12/13
| dJuly . Second in Commend (Major A.W. Taglor, M.C.) proceeded to 4th A.lM.G.Bn. H.Q. to arrange
| details of relief,
C,0. went to Divisional Conference at Chateau, ALLONVILLE, where a wide range of subjects was
' discussed,
'9th M.G.Coy. Honors and Awards - No, 729 Pte, Clarke, L.J. was presented with M.S.M. Ribbon
by Corps Commander,
ALLON- [10th | 0.0, and 2nd in command reconnoitred "B" Divisional Sector preparatory to relieving 4th A.M.G.Bn,
VILLE |July. Divisional Gas demonstration held in field at (,10,d4,5.5,
In the evening Colonel Charteris, D.I.M.G.U. and Colonel Rogers, A.F.M. 4th Army, Major Pike,
and Lieut. Bricsendon D.C.0. dined at Headquarters Mess and afterwards attended concert given
by the "Bandicoots".
11th Battalion Order No., 17 re relief of 4th A M.G.Bn, issued, PPENDIX V.,
July | C.0. at Divisiona)l Headquarters. j
igth.M.Gﬂﬁy. 1esg "B" Echelon moved into left Brigade Sector where they relieved the 12th A.M.G.Co, J+It
12th | Second in Commend, who i1s to command the Battalion in the line, with the I1.0. moved to HAMELET
= and established Forward Headguarters at 0,6,b,50.45 |
As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750000 8/16 D.D.&L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/1% & i
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e sl oimind a0 Regs. Part 11, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. s 1
and the Staff Mazual respectively. Title pages ([ . _ |
will be prepared in manuscript. (Evase heading mot required.)
e e | Remarks and
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
- = Appendices \
Reference Map: SR FRANCE: Sheet 62,D. 1/40000.
ALLON- | 12th 1T.he 11th M.G.Coy. moved from ALLONVILLE and established camp at 0,2,c,9.3. near AUBIGNY, they l
VILLE guly with their affiliated brigede heing in Divisional Heserve, 18
The 23rd M.G.Coy. moved from RIVERY and relieved part of the 13th and 24th M.G.Coys In the centre
of the sector, B
10th M.G.Coy. moved from QUERRIEU and relieved portion of the 4th and 15th M.G.Companies on the
right of the sector, Headquarters were establlished at 0,18.2,45,00,
lﬁﬁrd M.G.Coy. H.Q. at J,32,¢.35.95, and 9th M.,G.Coy., H.Q. 2t J.28.¢,55.60. -
et P b e T 1 e s S e e e —— I e e
In accordance with the established Divisional principle harassing fire by day and night was taken

in hand immedlately.
|

BUSSY- 15th Battalion Headqguaerters established at BUSSY-1es-DAOURS, command passing from 4th AM.G.Bn. 2t 10 pn
les- July.| "B" Echelens of 9th, 10th, and 23rd Coys. established together =k in dugouts at approx.H.35,c.9.5,
DAOURS | 9000 rounds were expended in harassing enemy roads tracks, works, ete., All Companiee checked

locations of gun positions., Enemy artillery active with gas and H.,E., in NOTAMEL WDOD and valley
‘east of HAMEL,

14th C.0. forward with Lieut., D. Lilley re Mobile M.G. Battery. Captain D.A, Whitehead (0.C. Works)

July; forward re Splinter-proof shelters and dugouts for gun teams, 14,500 rounds dxpended in night firhgg
HAMEL J5th | Enemy srtillery put down concentrations on roads in P.4.,d, and trenches and about 50 rounds 10,5
SECTOR Puly.| . ec.m, in VAIRE, 2x2@® 27,000rounds used in harassing enemy.
Jlith Enemy attitude normal and artillery quiet. 24000rounds expended on enemy works, trenches, etc,
Uly. | |
17th C.0. and Captain Whitehead visited Forward H.Q. and various gun positions.
2%pd M.G.Company moved two guns from reserve positions at P,l.a, to P,9,c.35,50 softhat they céan
| contribute to the haragsing program, During the qight 16/17th 51750 rounds were expended, this
large increase being made on account of & prisoner’'s statement that an enemy battalion relief

would be taking place. About 1000 rounds were fired during daylight hours on the valley in
ACCROCHE Wood, P.16.d. and 22,2, and b, Constant enemy movement 1is being observed here,
Dusposilion of s iathe lipe a3 ol [7% July Appendss VI

As834 Wt Wygy3/M687 7so000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd Forms/C.2118/13%
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|Reference Mep: FRANCE Sheet 62.D. 1/40000,
HAMEL 18th Battalion M.0. (Captain T.M.Mansfield) inspected tne forward area,
SECTOR. [July.
BUSSY., lmprovements effected to accommodation of mén in eécneélons ana battalion Heaaquarters.
HANEL 38100 rounds expended in usual harassing fire, 2500 of tnese being firea in daylignt homrs
SECLUR, : P
19th | 9.30 ! Second in Command held a conference with Company Commanaers at wnien were discussec range Caras
July. &a.m, |and Charts, and Gun position orders, also Intelligence Rgports. Orders applicable to the sector
were drawn up and Sector maps for use at gun positions were issued to the Companles.
| 368700 rounds were fired during the period, 5000 of which were expended during xha d&glighqhuura
| ‘on valley in P,17.8,, 17.c, 8nd 235.a,
| |
EOth! ;32750 rounds expended on usual harassing fire, 2000 of which were fired in daylight on trenches
July.| ‘in P.23.2, and AA, gun P,17.¢.30,80,
|
BUSSY - 21st | A/C.S.M.I. Jones attached to Battalion from 4th Army as Physical Trﬁiﬁing and Bayohet Fighting
1ea-DAOURS [July. ‘Instructor, Recreational training cerried out daily, each'Cumpany B" Echelon and Battzlion
| ‘Headquarters being allotted half an hour of the instructor s time,
HAVETL 23850 rounds expended in usual harassing fire on enemy trenches, roads, tracks, etc,
22nd 0,0, and Captain Whitehead touring line. !
BUSSY July. Major King, D.A.Q.M.G. visited Battalion Headquarters and inspected the Quartermaster e Bramch.
| ‘The Battalion furnished a Divisional Guard of two N.C.0's and 6 men for the first time,
AUBIGNY | 'Brig-Gen, Cannon (G.0.C. 11th A.I.Bde,) inspected the 11th A.M.G.Coy. and expressed himself
| as well satisfied with their turnout and appearance,
HAMEL 30750 rounds expended of which 3500 were fired in daylight on enemy centres.
SECTOR
BUSSY. |23rd | C.0. and Adjutent visited 123rd U.S.M.G.Bn, re attachment of personnel of that unit to the Srd
July. AM.G.Battalion for training in the line &nd necessary details were arranged.
28100 rounds were expended in haracssing fire. Daylight shooting 3500 rounds.
AUBIGNY 11th M.G.Company carried ount barrage practice on minieture range with ald of thermometer targets. uﬁrﬂ
| 1 V
As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.&L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13 R
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Reference Map: FRANCE Sheet 62,D. 1/40000.

| |

BUSSY, 24th Major Culbertson 123rd U.S.M.G.Bn, vislited this Battallon Headquarters to make final arrangements
Jul in connection with attachment of personnel.

i C.0¢ delivered a lecture to Officers on "Mess Etiquette" at 10th M,G.Coy. Rear H.Q.

29700 expended, 500 of which were fired on a party of Beche} on a pre-arranged signal from the
Infantry. The party was seen to be dispersed, casualties being inflicted.

L 2 | C.0, visited Advanced Headguarters also 9th and 1l0th Brigade H.Qrs.
ggg%o&. JE;? ' Americen troops allotted to the 9th M.G.Coy. - Lieuts, Cunnane, G.F. and Bartlett, B.W. and
| 22 Other Ranks; to 23rd M.G.Coy. Lieut, Elmore, K.A. and Foster, l1.K. and 32 Other Ranks,
|  Egpept Por the Officers a like number of Australian personnpll have been relieved. _
BUSSY , | | Lecture by Adjutent (Capt. C.E.Brodzisk) om method of conducting Orderly Room, at YO0th M.G.

| : .
| . Gompahy Rear H.Q. 4o i 9 , | |
|l : Hn“ﬁnﬂ Awards. In connection with HAMEL OffensiveSen-4tlguinstant Sgt, F. | ded
| " %he Military Medal, ¥y LA
HAMEL | | 31900 rounds expended, 3000 rounds of which were fired in daylight. A&t 9,30 p.mj‘gnﬂmy party
SECTOR in C4Ts-in P,17.a, was engaged and dispersed on signal from the Infantry. At 2,15 a.m,

enemy barraged and attempted to raid oneé of our postis in P.6,2, As the S5.0.S.¢signal was not
sent up no machine gun fire was brought to bear on enemy whose preparation and attack was met
by our men moving out into No Man's Land., One of the enemy was severely wounded and taken
prisoner and at least three killed, the reid being a complete failure,

BUSSY, 26th | General Gellibrend (G.0.C. 3rd Aust, Division) inspected Battalion Headquarters &nd "B" Echelon |
July. ' and empressed himself as well satiesfied with the general turnout.

| . Brig-Gen, Cannon and Officers of the llth A.l.Bde attended a demonstration of machine gunnery
. carried out by the 11th M.G.Company under the supervision of Captain Whitehead, M.C. who
. explained the taske of the machine gun, and the advantages of the Vickers over the lLewls gun;
also barrage and indirect fire, Afterwards the lecture was clearly demonstrated on the minia-

ture range and officers of the 1lth A.l.Bde. were glven every opportunity of inspecting the
guns and the method of carrying out this work., They showed the keenest Interest and the Genera
expressed himself as well pleased, and sure that his officers had benefitted by the demonstratio
| | . Agsistant Adjutant (Lieut, T.L. Huxtable) gave a lecture at 1l0th M.G.Coy, Rear H.Q. on F.G.C's,
| | | to the Officers.

] | As834 Wt W4g73/M687 750,000 816 D.D, & L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13 ‘
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Place Date

BUSSY .
HAMEL
SECTOR

27th |
dJuly.

HAMEL | 28th |
SECTOR.| July.

29th
July

30th
July

p— i —

olst
J‘lllﬁ’ |

Hour

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

- -

Branch, Regerve Dump of 100000 S.A.A., Bomb Grenades, and Smoke Bombs established at Advanced
Battalion Headguarters,

; 28,000 rounds expended on harassing enemy works, roads, etc, 1500 rounds of this were rfired in

| to-day affording shelter for two sections of the centre Company .

- 29750 rounds expended,

' British Division commenced to relieve the 9th A.I.Brigade on the Northern side of the SOMME snd
| at the same time relieving the 5th Aust, Division in the MORLANCOURT Sector, This necessitated

— — .

Summary of Events and Information

Wﬁ tkEﬂn

references to |
Appendices

Reference Map: FRANCE Sheet 62,D, 1/40000

Promotion: Capt, C.E. Brodzisk to be Major,
Enemy attitiude normal, Night firing 51450 rounds, 3000 being fired in daylight on area

P.25.,8; Cqs 8N A,

Captain D.A. whitehead visited Forward Headgquarters with reference to dugouts for 10th M.G.G?y.
Quartermaster (Lieut, Tyzack) came up to discuss with Major Taylor matters affecting the Q.M's,

During the period 51800 rounds were fired, 4000 of which were fired in daylight and 28000 1n
conjunction with raid on cemetery in J.56.c. by o3rd Battalion.

daylight. teams
Work on vaious types of Ehelterayﬁgsg%gen carried on continuously and dugouts were finished

Colonel Charteris, D.S.0., D.I.,M.G,U. 4th Army, and Major Culbertson, Commanding 123rd U,.S.
M.G.Battalion visited forwarde® Battalion Headquarters HAMELET, and together with Major Taylor
inspected portion of the line and some of the American personnel attached to the Battalion, Both
Colonel Charteris and Major Culbertson were well satisfied with thelr visit,

38600 rounds spent in the usuall harassing fire, 2500 rounds of which were expended in daylight

hours.

23750 rounds fired in herassing enemy, 2500 roundes being fired in daylight., To-day the 18th

2 chengze in the Northern boundary of the sustralian Corps from North of SAILLy-le-SEC to the

M
' River Somme, In order to xmmel meet this change the 23rd li.G.Company took over from the 9th M.Gw /M/

Company the two guns north of the river, and the 4 guns in J,54.a, and b, «/

As834 Wt.Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13y
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Summary of Events and Information

L ]

HAMEL 5lst
SECTOR July.
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references to
Appendices

Reference Map: FRANCE. Sheet 62.D. 1/40000,

The 9th M.G.Company (less two sections) marched out to "B" Echelon at BUSSY-les-DAOURS the
remaining two sections taking over four guns on the right of the 23rd Uompany, passing under
the orders of tﬂp 23rd Company. This relief was completed nt12.45 a.,m, on the lst August,

On the same 3Eﬁﬁﬁ@iieved'the 10th Company in the right of the Divisional Sector, rélief being
reported complete by 11.15 p.m. '

The C.0., Acting Adjutant (Captain D.,A. Whitehead, M.C.) and I.0., witnessed a combined demon-.
stration by tanks and part of the 57th A.I.Battalion held near St, VAAST (Ref . Map; AMIENS
1/100000) Thie was extremely interesting, consisting of an attack on mx a series of trenches
the tankk e2dvencing close under the berrage (imaginary, end indicated by flags) crushing down
the wire to afford pagsage to the Infantry, and neutralising the garrison in the trenches sm
strong points, The Infantry followed mopping up and taking advantage of the shelter and
making the most of every opportunity offered them by the tanks, Field Marshal Sir Douglas
Haig, Commander-in-Chief, and General Rawlinson, Commanding 4th Army,were also present, On
leaving the demonstration the C.0., and party visited the &Australian Flying Sguadron at
FLESSELLES and after lunching with the 0,C. (Major Blake) inspected the aerodrome and machines,
On his way to BUSSY the C.0., visited Division.

As834 Wt Wig73/M687 750000 8/16 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2r18/13
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WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligencs - e
Summaries are contained in F, 8. Regs., Part IL NTPELELEIGENCE SUMMARY. - v
and the Staff Ma wual respectively. Title pages c ™
will be prepared in manuseript. (Erase heading not requirved.)

— Remarks and

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information - references to

S e L » __ Appendices
| G NERA L,

| Since the Battalion arrived on the SOMME at the end of March it has had two rests out of the
line and one can sefely say that of the two the period 29th June to 1lth July was a far greater
rest to the men than the few daye spent at QUERRIEU in May, The Companies were all camped
in woods and spent & good deal of their time in making their quarters as neat and comfortable as
possible, On the& whole the weather during the rest period wes fine, and smrE bright during the
' day, bt at night clouds usually came up and presented conditions the opposite to the ideal for
hostile bombing 'planes. Consequently the men's rest was not disturbed. While in rest guns,
stores and equipment were overhauled and the usual type of technical training proceeded in the
mornings, the afternoons being given up to recreational training, which included swimming,
| . ericket and football, and participation in the sports held by the 9th and 10th A.l.Brigades, A
| | On going into the line in the HAMEL Sector tne dispositions of the 4tn A.JM,G.pattalion Were g |fop b.aApp 2
taken over, but after consultation with the Brigadiers alterations were decided upon which | |
were put into effect as shown 1n maps appended, The policy of affording comfortable, dry, and |
. splinter-proBf shelters and deep dugouts for the gun teams was vigorously pursued and the results
attained for the period very satdsfactory. From the 17th to the 29th July . transport was pro-
vided nightly for carrying up engineer's and pioneer's material, and the quantities carried

. being:- Barb wire 4317 coils, Screw pickets, long 2910,
| | e Irons short 2010, Screw pickets, short 6695.
Long Forest Pickets 1647, Angle lrons, long 910,

short do. 2766
Night firing was carriedfieven more extensively thah in the VILLERS-BRETONNEUX Sector, 684050
rounds being fired duting the period, an average of 36,000 per 24 hours. the area covered by ‘
this shooting is shown approximetely on the attached map ﬁPPEHDIJ{ﬂ
. Of this sbave total about 30,000 rounds have been fired during the hours of daylight, Zr® when |
| observation of results has been possible, and casualties have been inflicted and parties of
. BOche dispersed, , \
1 According to Prisoners' statements the 152nd Infantry Regiment have suffered heavier
' losses during the period Xxk 16th - 27th July from machine gun fire than during the whole |
eight weeks spent 1n the BAFAUME Area. They have also experienced great difficulty in getting 134?

| ratione up to the line from this cause and fromAptillery fire, Results like these justify =a
| heavy expenditure of machine gun ammunition as it helps to no little degree to break and Anx ‘
keep flown enemy morale,

As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D. & L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/1% DQ‘
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B e ke Pl INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. 3}
and the Staff Mai ual respectively. Title pages ' . c
will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.)
i I e . O T T R st aat
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information rgfle};z::lcdeii :
U |
ItDuring the time the Battalion has been in the line the nucleus personnel have carrieéd out
normel machine pun training, basyonet fighting and physical exercisegs and as aAmericans have
been attached for line experience, and so releaae@flika number of men to the nucleus, a greater
number have benefited by this than would have been the caseé under normal circumstances,
| The sttached Americans have shown great keenness in the line and mixed well with the Rustralagna.
| | Clagses hage been held bhoth for Officers and Other Renks in all branches of training and haveyx6f
| | great benefit to all,
Hd Casualties fop July.
H ! L Cin sSTRREL ]
; Tilii;d: ' Wounded. 'Missing. Died of 'Injuradi Died of i
’ : ' : Injuries Wounds. '
1 T e - e T SR S RSN I S et e T e I 0 e e :
ﬂ | lore. '0.R.! Off. 'OR. :fo.:GR. ‘ore, 'OK. :fo.:OH. QOFE, OB i
// T""T'""T""'T”“‘?""T'""T""?""?”:”‘?"‘"T':"“T"""'T
l D A G TR R e R e T I e
| | Battalion Strength as at lst July 48 Officers 924 Other Ranks, ?
| do. do. 318t 52 do., 907 do. |
) 4
II .
l. ‘
| | } |
| e
! ’ 1
} | |
é&n e O e P | As33 Wt Wqyo73/M6S; 750,000 816 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2xi8/ry \J |
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2nd July, 1918,

APPROACH MARCH :

e

f

~. COMPANY
HEADQUARTLRS ,
July Srd 1918,

DISPOSITIONS:

ASSEMBLY @

ABANS & STORES:

i
o~

_—

| APPENDIX.
ACTION OF 11lth A/M.G.COY, IN THE HAMBL OFFERSIVE -v-w= X
------------- JULY Gth, - 1918 Ser o e diie e Ay

=
e s N (- =

The 11th A.M.G.Coy, plus one composite section
made up from the other companies of the 3rd A.M.G.Bn.
marched out from camp at ALLONVILLE:at 3,80 p.m. on
2=T=18 via QUERRIEU to BUSSY-les-DAOURS, which was reacn-
ed at 5,30 p.m, Here the men rested and had a hot meal,
after which the company, less two sections under Lieuts,
White and Huxtable, continued its march to the line via
AUBIGNY, FOUILLOY and HAMELET, positions in the support
line being taken up by 2 a,m, 3-7=-18,

- Company Headquarters established at U,51.b.90,60.
While the men rested in the trencnes the officers made
their final reconnaissance and arrangements for the
assembly, and on this night 48 hours rations, over and
above theilr iron rations, were issued to the men.

Tﬁﬂlve guns were detailed to go forward with'tne
advancing Infantry, four of whicn, under Lieuts. Bumn
and Forbes were to go forward to the final objective;

one seection, under Lieuts, Bates and Carlson, and

another under Lieuts., Harding and Ball, being detailed

for the first objective. The remaining section of tne
11th Coy. and the composite section under Lieuts., White

and Huxtable respectively were detailed to proceed to
prepared positions at U,34.a.70,20. (K) and U.34.a.,92.00(L).

1he twelve advancing guns assembled with the reserwve
companies of the 42nd and 44th Battalions,

Lach advancing gun team consisted of one N.C.O,.
and seven men, and carried the following stores in addition
to the guni-
Tripod and Spare Parts,
16 FPilled Belts.,
< Picks.,
2 Shovels.
52 Sand Bags.
32 Grenades.
2 Tins of Water.

FIRST DISPOSITIONSL Final Objective: lhe advance was made without

FIRST OBJECTIVE:

LS 4 i -

LIAISON:

——

mueh difficulty and the four guns for the final object-

ive got to their positions and were mounted along tne

line of consoldation, covering the front with bands of fire
in conjunction with the Lewis Guns, 4000 rounds of

bulk S.A.A. were dbtained for each gun. Three captured
Maxim Guns were also mounted in this line,

Four guns were sited in P,5,d, Nortn of the village
of HAMEL covering the spurs to the North of the village
end the exits, Four guns were sited South of the village
performing the same duty on that side of the village.,
In addlition to these direct fire tasks, these guns put
down an S.0.8. barrage in P,11.d, Lach of these eight
guns had 8000 rounds S.A.A. in bulk.

Immediately the guns were in position their dis-
positions and fields of fire were forwarded to €.H.Q.
on a message map, these reports being in within an hour
of zero. Imter, when the line of consolidetion was def-
initely fixed, a further message map was sent in showing
any alteration made,

Close touch was maintained throughout tne operation
with the Infantry Commanders.

xﬁZ%y?ewwwﬁﬁk‘JZZ#
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TARGETS : After the objectives were reached no machine gun
targets presented themselves,

L

—~ BARRAGE BATTERY: lhe two barrage sections (K'and L Batteries) moved

K into their positions on tne night of /4 July, 1918, and
were able to lay out their zero lines in daylignt. They
maintalined neutralising fire in front of the 18 pounder

barrage on strongpoints in and about HAMEL, expending about
45,000 rounds,

CASUALTIES: the total casualties for the 3rd AM.G.Bn., for the
operation were:-
Killed 5 Other Ranks,

Wounded 10 "

~ GENERAL: - On night 4/5th July 18 8.0.Ss went up at 10,17 p.m.
_ and our forward guns fired 12,000 rounds (5,000 German)
K and L Bgtteries 24,500 and the eight support guns 12,000,

The arrangements for the atiack were excellent and
well carried out, especilally the work of tne tenks in
bringing up S.A.A. and other stores, The dropping of
S.A.A. for forward guns by aeroplanes was not sucn &
success, as the parachutes drifted to the Wegt of HAMEL.

The German machine gunners were very quick getting
up from their deep duglouts, and getting their guns
into action after the barrage had pasgsed.

On one occasion the Brigade on our right was held
up for a time creating a distinet gap, which Lieut.
Harding covered by putting No. 12 ghn in position
immediately. This shows the necessity for the Commanders
of the support guns being fully alive to the respon-

* sibility of their job, not merely to push forward to
their objective as speedily as possible, but to be ready
to put a gun or more if necessary into position immed-

| %ately and cover the exposed flank in front with enfilade

= ire.

The Company claim having taken ten prisoners in the
first objective on the right of HAMEL and brought out of
the line four captured Light Machine Guns., When relieved
the brigade on our left had not completely linked up.

The Company was relieved at 11 p.m. on the nignt ofr
7/8th July, 1918,

(Sgd) A.C. BLACKLOW Lt-Col.

Commanding,
Third Aust, Macnine Gun Battalion,

40/.)@/7&/'1’ j

|
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1. |l am at | 2. 1 have reacneagre s ul 1y vjcuuve.
Platoon : is consolidating.
3. My *Ocﬂvmzi s at ,,b has consolidated.
5. Am held up by Hﬂ_\_mmw at 6. Enemy rn._mm_am S. Pt.
(am : : right e e ) |
1 tam _._GL in touch with on __mm et _,j.

k|

8. Am shelled from 9. Am inneed of-._

L]

| Baty. b R
10. Counter-attack forming at 1. Iﬂmz_m__g“@r_ active at___ .
| TM )
12. Reinforcements wanted at y
13. Estimate my present m_:..m:m? at 5, __rifles. . .
14. Add any other useful information____ L g, )
= m
Name . Platoon Company___/
Battalion 4 Time m. Date et 1918.
| e g
{
v |
- \
m s g N
0. B Y
W —~ %
.mwm ! .._m.f f_..:..u AviE b oy wns LS i r. L 3 i
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. | (a)E;ttia Stations practice 'mimuwladg;'
Keoipients will acknowledge by wire e
Ag -ag):r:::;:df: l!:.:a :E:::ed positions C :
(e)"Position practice” TR -

S« Fo movement in comnection with practice will teke place

bef 8450 pame
O, ?:.Omnpo:n{nmﬂuiptortm (a) will send an Officer

mﬂpu-t Lo their respective Prigades Lxmedirinty
L

+ (Divisional Reserve) will send an officer to

« lachine Gun Battalion Headouarters for

S5e¢ Ho orders will be issued which will in indi cat
that an actual hostile atteck igs ozpeat::zu':; mt.:r@m
clearly that it is for purvoses of practice only.

(&) "Hormal a1 tions"
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CoPrPY,

Headquarters,
ord Aust ¢ niﬁﬂiﬂnl

Re, Battle Stations Practice, 9=7-18,

Followi ;
S-Q/401/32/133_rap°rt rendered as per igutruationu in your

At 7“10 P.m, on 847-18 received wire:-

Battle stations
Sent wive S/ine practice, Acknowiedge"”

"Acknowledged prectice.”

715 p.m, Immsdiataly got in touch with al3 Companies and

Comanding 0f1cer Gonperonos L) TLh orders as disoussed ab
by '11‘1]’]8 companiEu as fullﬂﬂﬂi—ne previous dﬂ'yi cﬂnfimed this

]
Battle Stations pract :
"Brigndea 1natrun€1nnu%uej SO TEPUES Wenpeoiive

9th M.G.Coy, (Divisi
Battalion Headquarters ;ognzidgizfrveJ instructed to report

On receiving notificati
pnaition,“deupatnhad RS At on from Cqmpnnies that they were in
Position practice", i
to Divisional eadquarters at 8,30 p.n,

Commanding Officer ins
pected Battalion He
Egﬁpﬁigﬂﬂﬁgagggpzﬁea :?1th&ir15':ttle Alarnm p:g‘E:n:tﬂgf4gng I?Ith
rece §:
o i ;gunmal dispositionsg"” S, TS PAviasen,
™ H--m', on 9-7""18. Re &tﬁﬂ.
On notification from Cnmpanf:a wi oy 3
v G red Div
ormal practice” at 1,40 a.m,

the time taken from recei
pt of wi
and f:v:.;;.oggidﬁefgiza wWas concerned ::ua; i::raisﬂiz;ﬁ:::t i
: and :
from their rﬂapa;tive ﬁri 1llth M.G.Companies agted under instructions

gades, it is taken -
cérning them will be forwarded by the Brigndzgl:ozggri:énnmatiﬂn e

-y

0 Companies at 1,15 a,m,

. S L L]
Spends T (%d.) A.C. BLACKLOW. Lieut-Colonel,
Commanding, Thira Aust, Machine Gun Battalion
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10 @.mn, 183th July.
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R’ | arranged at C,0's. Conference
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TEIRD AUST, MACHINE GUN BATTALION ORDER No, 18 Copy No,,....
SECRET | Battalion ﬁuﬁqmrtera,
i s ‘ 29th Ju‘ly 1918,
The 10th A.M.G.Coy,. will be reliewd by the llth A.M, ﬂ.i}'oy‘. in the

1.
Kight Brigede Sector on the night lst July/lst August, 1918,

2. Compeany Commenders concerned will meke mutuel m&ngemnts for
also to 10th Brigeade Heaclquart ers by the use of the code word "LACE" |
5e ACKNOWLEDGRE, ( J_,;;j;.;_ s
' | N Cept, & Actg. AdJe. -

reliefl .,
S Completion of relief will be notified to these Headquariers end
4, List of stores taken over to be forwarded to this ﬂffica wit.hln .
24 hours of relief, P e #
! -. :' L C' h \ F
. i B{ﬂfrﬁ;BUTIOR PaTa0. /@ﬂmﬁxf faf P Third usthL Mechins ﬂ':{ani

AXIGN3ddv
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| 0.C. 23rd M.G.Coy, | .
-_.5..11. War Diary. 11 - 1
" 12, Flle, : :
| il i H :
Ji- 4
IF b
%
o
S
utuﬁ !ﬁﬁ
;f\t; | oy _ o, of - e _ L s 3

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT100/7003



F i
155 - | 'APPENDIX.

%!

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7003



i,
!

;...._L._...__, o
L . My
ik .._.q......ﬂrl_-.-_.-_..-#._-w

il

-

L

-

v

..-l
L
.-_.

B ..-. C
v gt

Tl —

. “IIhu.J.II..rlll. ._.I.||..-.u1.-.-.l.—"..|.1||
...-. _.w . I-.-.._l... .I -_In r

call J

AP iy Bk

,. .
o h..— . R
CICEER U (B, a1 ity
bl S (s - !
o .l.... : ......J.u.-.--‘..-

[l
W

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1007003



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7003



