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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S. Regs., Part IL

INTELEIGENCE. SUMMARY
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15TH AUSTRALIAN MAGHINE GUN OOMPANYZ
9th February 1918,

D, M, G, 0, | |
STH AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONZ, |

I have to report as follows upon the test held under service condit- ?
lons,when <0,c00 rounds were fired by aVickers' Machine Gun,with
check lever removed,The gun used had been thoroughly overhauled at |
Corpe workshops prier to firing:- |
1., The gun fired sligntly faster,put at times lfrfegularly ,and i
lafge numbers of momentary "hang rires' gccurreg, g
~, Up to 10,000 Tounas two st oppages from Sepalaleu cases were
experganceu,togectner with a few others of minor lmynr‘tunue. i
5, At 11,000 rounds the rear ‘cover repeatealy flew up,and stoppages '.-
: occurring in the 1lst position;the extractor was fallingto darop, the |
' horns engaging in the steps on the forwara movement,The extractor I
- was examlnec and founa to ve gyuite iree,ovut the Upper sldes of the
horns were apnofmal Ly wufn,as were also tue f'-:-iia_i_,-‘-:- Ol Thie Ceat oo VG iy
4, On remvving the outer Caslig anda mic«l® attachment ;the gunf irey \
G worf'e fegulally allu EXANSR SLight.y slower, i
5, During the firing of one veit in the i14th thousand Tounds, a |
geeat mumper of separat ed caseswere E.ELJ_JE*:'lEIlCEﬂ.,Wl'bH " Bi6 amnmnition, |
6, At 15,000 rounds a cartriage flew stfaight pack and Left the
culLiret 1n the oreach;the puliet was Cemovea with an afmourers rog
insertea from the muzzge,The cartriage case was founa to ce shat ter qaa r
oy the explosion,This urmisual happening was evadent |y causedopy the |
crans anda connecting red oouncing apove the hotflsontal at the mounent
ol fifing,therevy allowling a rear €Scape for the force of €aplosion,
»  Had the check Lever peen on this couiu not have ocuvarrea,
; /., During the last thousana rounds the pln,Spl1 it ,Tlaing cojpjar
roller,oroxe,and the collar came off,This points to extfa jarring
of the crank hanale on the ropler,as normally the split Pln Fecelves
no appreclacie strain, General.ly Speaxlng,the oreaxing of a Pln,spiat
flalng coLlar’ Fopier, 18 an urheara of ocuurrence,
S, Thevughwt tne Test NOs4 BLOPPages vocurtea ‘epeatewy, The caps
oI the Cattriuges were Touuwu tO oe iy Taliatly marseu oy the Tirfine
pillg 1T wUlLiw ap.Bal as though the pounce referreg to avove haa can ::s;:u
the -s1ae Lever heaa to L1ft the talil of the tumoler,so peeventing the

ficing pin from going fully forward, The same trounlLe occurrea when
othner jocas were Suustitutea,

I'he test proveu that tone EUIl o DOXEH I RO KX KN
- without check lever ,does nop fire as regulafly,nor is it as de endabl =
as with it, In addition,there is the pi"uba.-bility that yduring Ij’:it‘:l.ng
difficulties would be presented whieh the averags machine gunnet has

never =xperienced,when firing the Vickers gun with the cBeck lever on
?‘ I Cecommend the retention of the check lever

# Yepe kK /3, | .
Yl 5 T;;m q'-‘-ﬂ ‘;— 2 Aot - Mﬁain.
AUSTRAL 0

! . C. 10th M. n Cgmpany.
MACHIRE GUNPCOY, |

!
-

L L =
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L3 BS

LEGEND.
GUNS AS nr-nmmymn.ii?igrp.mwii)

GUNS UNDER NEW DEPENCE SCHEME.
M.G.BARRAGE wiTH ARTILLERY.
INTENSE M.G. BARRAGE wWiTHouT ARTILLERY.
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RETURNED TO DUMP, SPY FARM:

Anﬁle :I.rnn , stakes
corkscrew

Coil
.Roll
18=pdr,
| . 2,5 in;

Iron, sheets, cirfcular
v e flat
Wire Nett ing
Steel Nettling, expanded
MRETURNED TO TIHHBUMPI DRANOUTRE -
Boxes, S,A. A, , empty
Gases, S A A, b
m Bandgliers
Clips
It‘on, flat ,
cti
ir'on, angle -

Galv, Wire

¥ire Netting

Cases Cartrldge,
" - . "

aheefs
Sta.kea
i ]

Iron, scrap

Wire

Steel,

Hlett ing

Tins, biscult , empty
Add it ienal:

Grenades, Mills

Shovel

Picks

Prmna

Barb wire

Gqsea, cart:idge,

Jars, Rum
Stret chers, trench
Wire, telephone
Netting, camouf]l age
Tins, biscuit, empty

. from boxes S, A, A,
Boxes, S,A,LA, empty
Cases S, A A, empty
Band o] lers
Clips, empty b

e P D T S S T I

Colls
exXpanded

1 8=ndr,
4.5
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REIRERIERX corkscrew

box

Coils

GUN COMPAIY,

S e e R e e P g g

12
Quant it y
Quant 1ty

33
203100
4062

40620

6

3

18

<4
Qua.ng ity

Quant ity
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ﬁl ______________________________________ “FENDIX 447
| TRANSPORT REPORT TERRUARY L 0L 8

- D e L e el W o -_-“------—---H-__

HORSES: Condition: In good condition, Each day the horses not on
duty were taken out for grazing, Crass is fairly plentiful althought a
1ittle on the rank slide,
Diseases: Though some unlts ar'e troubled with mange, so far
out hor'ses have escaped, 1l L.,D, suffering frfom mad fever, which
affected the hall" on the legs has been sént to the Divisional Dip
several times, The affected parts of the legs were clipped al so,

Shoeing: 6 sets nall protectors were issusd to this unit,
Three set s wer'e put on under the shoe, a hole punched for the nail &
and the last nall in the shoe was made to hold it in place, The
remaining three sets wete simply slipped unde?r the shoes, and held in
place by the shoe 1ltself, Both methods were found sat isfactory #hough
the latter method was the qulcker and easier, In the cases of three
horses the nall protettors had to be Temoved owingto the fact that
they became dented and pressed on the frogs of the horses causing
slight lameness or tendefness, |

_Linmbersgs: Three pefch pole nib sockets on the axles of rear
half lirbers were replaced by new ones made by the farrier The
method of attaching the brake-hars to limbers does not seem to be
alt ogether sat isfactory,The woodwork to which it 1is attached has too
mich strain placed on it,

Water’ Cart: A set- of new taps were placed on the water cart

and a new length of hose procured to replace the o0ld one which was
unserviceable, |

Harness: Several minor parts were indented for to replace
unserviceable parts,Eight st irfup leathers formed the bulk of the
articles indented for, Minor repairs were attended to by the saddler
who also acts as Company boot-Tepaire’, Mich attention 1s being
raid to the cleaning of harness and polishing of chains and buckles,

Drivers:0wlng to a nunmbet” of men prfoceeding on leave the
remaining men have had extra work Al one time every man had at least
three horses instead of two,

Works Rations are taken up to the men in the line every
second night, The supply of S,A A, averlng about Six Thoudand rounds
per day has also been kept up,In this sector we are fortunate in
Leing able to take 1limbelr's practically up to the gun positions,The
route followed is as follows: Kemmel to Wyt schaete thence to Tofreken
Corner (Sheet 28 020,d,45,45) thence to U/sferDump (Sheet 28 0 28 D

5. 25,) then to Gun Road meeting it at point Sheet 28 0 27, a, 97
Rations are met at the point Sheet 28,0,27.b, 21, where one our

cung are situated and where also we have an S,A A, Dump, Four horges

~ad two driver's have been carting road repalring material daily
throughout the month At least every second day the mess cart or limper
goes to an Expeditlon Force Canteen to keep up the canteen stock,
During the constfuction of the new machine gun positions one wagon each
night was detailed to cart material from the R,E, Dump to the gun

posit ions,This work is done at night,In addition to Company transbors
work we have also done our usual share of the Brigade Transport work,

Impfovement t0 Horse Lines: Fllfed sana bags have been carted
frrom an old camp site and placed against the sides of the stables toa

height of 6 feet and with a width of 14 feet as a protection against
aeroplane bonbing,The posts,fopes and the interior of the stable
have been thoroughly been lime-washed-a falr quantity of creosble
belng added for disinfectant purposes and as a preventive against
nange &c, |

General ;Weather conditions have been exceptionally good for
February,The roads are in good order’, kept repaired,and drainesd,
Generally speaking this has been a most satisfactory month fo? both
wen and hotses, '
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As the Company has been in the line for the whole of the month and
the men have been scattered over considerable area-some gt Tear Head
Quart ers-the remainde?r distributed over the different gun positions
-the work in the Q, M's, department has natufally been of a mot'e
onerous nature than when out of the line,

Supplies: Early in the manth supplies were dr'a.wn dally
from Dranoutre but on the 21lst, inst, the brigade supply dump was
moved to near Daylight Cot'nel theraby reducing the trip ffom its 6 Kms
to 1it+t1e more than 2 Kms,The issue has been ample and a good varlety
is maintalned, As far as the men are concerned they general ly judge
the rations ffom the bread 1issue, lf it 1s under four to a loaf it 1is
classedas good, On this basis our rations for the month have been good,

To supplement the issue potatoes were bought out of regimental fadds
These were much: appfeciated by all hands,

Fuel: The issue of coal has been rather 1ight-wood,
coke and charcoal being substituted,

Feeding men in the 1line: - At present there are four men
on each gun team and hence each gun team's ratlons are made up sep-
arately in sandbags lab¥led with the name of the N,C,0, in charge
and the section to which he belongs,The teams which are unable to
cook owing to danger of obsefvation -are supplled with cookesd meat
the necessary cnnking belng done at rear H,Q,These teams are supplied
with "Tommy Cookers" with which to make a hot drink of tea of soup,
Thette are a few Primus stoves in the Company and these are of great =
value in positions under direct enemy observat lon,The teams which

are able to do their own cooking are supplled with fresh meat ,bacon
&¢, and manage with the vegetable issue to live very well,d fairly
1iberal] runm lssue is allowed to men in the line,

Fat & Paper Returns:0wing to the wide distribution of
the men of the unit and the consequent number of coock-houses the

fat return suffe’s somewhat when the men are in the line but despite
these difficult les we managed to zend 1in three drums avering about
A7 1bse,each, Our return of paper fof the month was QBl'us.whilB the
cardboard amountsd to 501lbs,
Mst, Comfort s Funda During Februatry we racaived the foll
owing goods from the S5th, Divisian.a.l brfench of the A,C, S,
4 cases - Cocoa and M1k

1 - Milk

1 - Qurry Powder

1 - Tobacco & Cigarettes
2 - Tommy Cookers

A1l of the 2bove goods were greatly appreciated by the men in the

line especlally as the ordinary issue of milk was Pather light,The
Tomry Cookers were lnvaluable,The tobacco & cigarettes were mostly
of Australian mamifacture and -were hailed with joy by the "Aussies"

ot € Hearh oG,

153th A. M, Gun Coy p f_:i
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\‘b ROUTINE ORDERS b y CAPTAIN G.7F, FITZGERALDS ‘o?Né?W 258
Ref, Sheet 28: 1/40,000, . 28th February, 1 $ B 8,

1} HONORS & AWARDS: The Croix de Guerre (Belgian) has been awarded to
the following: Lk
2779, Sgt. Ashton, E,
<, PROMOTIONS & REVERSIONS:
1422 Pte Weston, T.H, to be DRIVER from 31-1-18 vice Dvr, Evans jJ, H,
returned to Australia for dlscharge, e s
3083 Sgt, Devonshire, W,absorbs vacancy of Sgt, Whelan, F, to evachted
sick on 6=<=18,
332 ,Cpl, MeIntosh ,J W, to be Segt,from 18-218ice Sgt, Harrop,to Cadet
' Bat tn,England,
2064,L/Cpl,Lewis, to be Corporal from 19=-2-18,vice Corporal McIntosh
- promot ed,

3333 ,Pte, Arkell ,F,H,  to be L/Cpl, from 20-2-18,vice 1,/Cpl Lewis promot,
- Reversions, |
<337, T/Cpl,. Brunton,J, feverts to L/Cpl,on Cpl, Dumn, E,M, fejoit ing
unit , 2002-1 8, |

3$33, L/Cpl, Arkell,F.H, reverts to Pte, on T/Cpl,Brunton,T, revert ing
to L/Cpl, 20=-2-18, -
3, TRANSFERS: -

3537 ,Pte Hughes ,W, 1is transferred to the 15th A, M G, Coy from 60th Battn

ag from 27-2-18, ' |

339, Pte Golding,G,E, is tramnsferred to the 15th A, M G,Coy from 5% th

Battalion, as from 27«21 8,

1711, Pte George,S,E, 18 transferred to IShhodxMRuxxGayx the 5th Dive-

1sional Train ( <9th A A,S5,C,) as from <5-2-]18,

4088, Pte Cnristle, A,D, is transferred to 15th A M G, Coy from 80th

as from 8-<-18,

300<, Pte Weale, F, is transferred to 15th A ,M,G,Coy from 59th Battn,

. a8 from 10-<2.18, '

213, Pte Wells, G, 1s transferred to 57th Battalion from 9-2-18,

3167, Pte Mellotte ,M 1s transferres to 15th A M G, Coy from 60th

as from ]1l=2«18,

5200, Pte Schumacher, J,T, is transferred to 15th A M G, Coy from

. g 57th Battallon as from 17-2-] 8, .

~593, Pte Pitt-Jones,F W, 1s transferred to 15th A,M G,Coy from 60Th

| Battalion as from 18=<-18,
-338,kte Bray,J, 1s transferred to 57th Battalion From 24-2.18,

599 Pte Long,L,,E, is transferred to 57th Battalion from C4wrwl 8,

<606, Pte,Lafargues,A P, is trfansferred to 59th Battalion from 24< -8
893, Ite Graham, S, 1s transferred to 15th A, M G, Coy, from 60th

Battal ion as fr'om R4-<-]8, |
009« e Henwood ,W, G, 1s transferred to 15th A M, G, Coy from 57th
Battalion, as from 28-2.18,
3116 , Pte Hamilton F,M, is transferred to 15th A, M, G, Coy from 57th
Battalion as from 25-2a] 8, -
=+, SCHOOLS :

2109 T/Cpl Glllls marched in from the Aust, Corps Gas Sch,on 2-2-18
476 Sgt. Power T,Marchsed in from <nd, Army Sch,of Inst, on 3-2-18
332 Sgt, Melnt osh marched in from S,A,Sch, Camlers on 8-2.18,

331 A/Cpl. ]h-&gfzflt erched out to a 7 days Course at X Cops Gas Sch
=18,
Lieut, Coppin marched out to S, A, Sch, Camisrs on 11=-<=1 8,

2337 T/Cpl,- Bfunton Mafched out to S.A,Sch, Camler's on 1le<=185,

3085 Sgt, - Devonshire W, marched out to Aust A A M G, Sch, on 24-2.18

5, SUPERNUMERARIES -

: i il Maher W, A, marched out to MG, T,D, Grantham on KTlec=18
and is placed on Supefmmerafy List, | ,’

S A AN |
[, Pl T *
For 0,C, 15th A.{J.G. Cum‘
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