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. BY. |
LIEUT COLONEL.A.G.SALISBURY, COMMANDING,
80th, BATTALION, ;

v In the Field,
L March,31st,1217
Referehce Map, 57.CeN,Wo2C, 000, ; ’ ’

=¥

1. The 13th,Aus Inf Bde will on -he morning of 2nd April capture
NOREUIL and the high ground North East of it, The Bde
Objective will be on the rozd running North Yect from
MHIGGURT mm G.ll.ﬂ,c.ll.ﬂ,c.ll.b, & G.‘:.l.

Zerc hour will be notified later.

= 2 After securing the objeclive,and on the 1lift of the consolide
ation barrage,strong patrols will be pushed forward to the
= Rallway with a viey to eslablishing posts on sbout that line,

ihe posts North of LAGNICOURT will then be advanced to link up
5 with these forvard posts,

1 ¢ The 50th,Battalion will be in the centre.

| The H3nd Battalion will be on our Right and will move its left
b flank forward to Glllldlllgl

| The Oist Battalion will be on our Left and will attack NOREUIL

on South Western side and move through to the ground on the
‘ Nortnh East of the village.
33

4. The 50th,Battalion will attack(in accordance with barrage table

L L0 be issued later) from the present line of sentry groups from
Col740e543,s 10 Cu22,8.,8,7, '

Frontage sbout 700 yds,
Coys will be distributed from right to left as follows e
A.Coy (with one platoon of B,Coy in reserve) 360 yds,
C.Coy 180 yés,
D.Coy 180 yds to the road inclusive,
e The road from C,22,Central to NOREUIL will be the left boundary,
BeCoy,lecc’one Platoon will be in reserve at centre of our
old outpost line,

On reaching NOREUIL "C" & "D" Coys will clear village leaving
behind mopping up parties, - 2 % ‘

The Battalion will then plvot on right flank of A.Coy about
CelBobe7.9, and move forward to road mentioned in pare 1,

Plcquets and Supports will bhe dug in and strong patrols. pushed
formard to Railway line as in para 2.

geCoys will get into touch with each other & flank Battns,

- e Al - o

) e Two Vickersg Guns will move with A.Coys reserve and be pre-

| pared to protect right flank & front against counter attack
. when objective geined,

Co Two Stokes Cuns will move down road through C,16.4, &
cllanb- '
Q¢Cs,Bectlion will arrange to engage barricades about
CelB,b,31, and C,16,a2.5.,0. When barrage commences,
One gun will follow troops into village and one gun will
follow A,Coy to deal with any strong point encountered,

7 Troops will be formed up in attack formations on the assembly
position one hour before zero,

D.Coy will lezve four gtanding patrols of three men each to
cover their old front,

| BeCoy will leave fomr standing patrols of three men each to
| cover old A,Coy front,

Before forming up,attacking Coys will each push out standing
patrols 100/200 yde to »nrotect their front,
On the commencement of our barrage all standing patrols will
| push forward until checked by our own berrage when they will
| become absorbed in the leading line & move forvard with it.
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K | APPENDIX 7

B A Contact Plane will fly over line about 7 a.m., when flares
| wvill be 1it, Flares wlill be dkskrkimkmd carrled and well
i distributed among attacking troops,

9.  Poeition of Battn H.Qse.,Ald Fost etec will be =s under t=-

Bn H.Qs, | C.86:8.2:5,
Runner Relay Station, CeBlehedad,
Forward S.A.A. & Bom® Dump., C.22.b.%.3,
Ald Post. Ci20,b.0.8,
ﬁl {)-P. G.Eﬂ'di‘.ﬁj

10, Watches will be synchronised at 7 p.ms & 3.2,m, under
arrangenente made by Bn Signalling Officer,

L, All coples of orders issued to Coye will be returned to Bn
Headquarters one hour before zero,

13, After Coys have been re-organised and obhjective zpxikmxd& con-
solldated the centre Coy will fire four white Very Lights to
slgnlify that Coys are ready ©o push strong pztrols out to
Rallway as in para 2, |

|

e 4 0l | Captain,
Aﬂjutaﬁt,ﬁuth;ﬁattalion.
Copy No, &. File,

11, 651st En

12- ﬁﬁnd ml

13, 13th,Aus M,G.Coy.,
14, 13th,A.L.T.M.B,

HH 8 ®es GCo06-

k. ¢ 3. Senior lMajor.
:? H 4-)

3 : 5.} War Diary.
;3 : 6,

1t - ¢ T, K.Gey.

$s : 8, B.Coy.

¥ : 9, C.Coy.

¥ ¢ 10, D.Coy.

- :

¥ :

¥ $

¥ $
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: | S ‘ Cpr Hﬁ.--:;---t
’ INSTRUBTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH OPERATION ORDER No, i&,
| JLANKETS AL ¥ p.m, Or earlier on ist Anril.bhl nk .
f & will be dumped as under :- L ke i o
GREATCCATS.
‘ A A. & C.Coys st Bn.M.Qe.
| Be & D.Coys &t Coy li.Qs.
~  DRESS, Dress for attazclh ~ Plahtbne Ordc w14t |
! ) AL et Bae ghithng Order with Jerkins and
f TOOLS, Coys will carry as many $o0le :8 porsibl
1 & “8 poo € All
riflemen should @rry a shovel und dlagonal
| | ] er the belt
f: &eroze back,the blade to he on left hip. a
’ POSITION Posltion of asseably will be toped
il o - TR ooy J red Dy the Intelligence
| . Coys w1ll move to position of assenbl Rkaz
| SEHMBLY P s+ Mk ) ¥y in followe
‘ , . : D. GQS. 3 P & wells
| Ce 3§ Jell GeMe
) Ae § ved0 a,.m,
I; I -
1 PRISONERS, Frisoners captured will be sent without delay to

Batialion Headgquarters,

L

| .-.'_

| [ £

~ PN e e

. { IL, A \ —/ﬁ.‘j v cﬂpﬁ&iﬂ,
Adjutant, 50th, B.ttalion,

—— —
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= APPENDIX [ 7g
iy REPORT ON ATTACK ON NOREUIL AND GROUND TO NORTH EAST.
> <l . .

The duth,Battalion in conjunction wihth Sist bn
attacked the village od NOREUIL at 5,15 a.,m. on the morning of
end April,1917, 60th,Battallon attacked Irom the South EBast,with
A¢Coe & D.Coys in Uthe assault, 5.Coy in Reserve, ( & D,Coys in two
waves made for Lhe village, A.,Coy in cne wave with & Platoon of
B.Coy in support,attacked the  round to the right of the village,

| ihe moppers " In C & D Coys followed in Lhe last

line, A strong bombing team moved on to the left flank of D,Coy to
deal with & ma&chine gun position,

Attacking iroops formed up in the position of
assembly an hour before zero and moved on %0 the lining up tape 16
minsg before zero, The eneny sheiled very liittle while the troops
were forming up,

ihe troops started Torward well to time on the
fall of the barrage,which was unfortunately not thiek enough,., The
troops kept well up to the barrage and had to slow down once or iwice

to avold walking into it, The enemy's barrage came down on our
tape alfter our troons had left it, :

On reaching the village,hostile machine guns fron
many olaces were able to open fire owing to the thin barrage, As
previously arranged the leading wave continued to advance firing fron
the hlp which proved most effective, At & few places the line wase
held up by Machine Guns,but troops on either side pressed forward,

| enveloping and sllencing the guns with the ald of rifle grenades and
b mmbﬂ o

The strong bomblng team on the left of our flank
dld good work in overpowering hostile opposgition al a substantial
barricade,

The right Coy was temporarily heldup by wire which
1t eventually got through and succeeded in capbturing 30 - 40 prisoners,

The left Tlank thenpressed forward through the
village,leaving behind moppers up and commenced to pivoi om the right

| Coy before moving forward in a North Eastern direction,in accordance
with the plan of attiack,

The wheel was successfully completed and the line
again moved forward,

About this time owing to the peculiar formation of
the ground and the distance to go forward before getting in touch
with right Baltalion,a large number of the enemy who were holding the
ground here sirongly were able Lo get 1n on our right flank and
gaptured two of our Officers and a number of our men of the right Coy..
This left the right Coy without any Officers,the third Qiflcer having
previously becen wounded, Machine Guuns then opened from the right
Tlank,enfllading our iine, In spite of Lhis the line pushed forward
and secured themselves within 100 yds of thelr objecilve,having
advanced over 1700 yards,

our rignt fiank was not in touch wiill the right bn
and the cnemy mede repeated attempts to get round our flank,but &
platoon Irom the reserve Coy thrown in did good work in preventing
this, ~

About this time & report was received from a Unit on
the lef{ saying, that the village was not completely mopped up. The
two remaining platoong oI the reserve Coy were then pushed into the

; village when all there was found quiet. These two platoons then

moved out to our right flank and though not succeeding in linking
up with the Battalion,they,with the help of a Vickers gun covered the
greater part of the gap and strengthened our right flank,
: Towards evening the enemy appeéared to be preparing
for a counter attack, Our S,0.8 barrage was put down but the attack
did not develop.

The Battalion suffered very heavy casualtles amongst

4

Officers. P
The Baltalion captured between 70=-80 prisoners in-
cluding 2 Officers,and two Trench Mortars in village,and B iiachine
Guns,4 bomb throwers,and a large number of rifles, :

There is evidence in the village to show that the
eneny had no intention to glve it up for the present,
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P APPENDIX
W
(2).
During the night B.Coy oun the right pushed forward
posts & securely linked up with the right Battalion (68nd Bu).

A heavy snow storm came on and & Coy from the reserve Baitn,(B,Coy
49th Bu) took ower the ground held by C & D Coys of 50th bn,-

The battalion casualiies were as under ;-

Officerse, O/Ranks .

Rilled, 5 ® ¢l *
Died of woundse - 4,
Wounded, 3. 160,
Wounded,svlll wiih Bn, - 4,
Missing, Se 88,

10, 350,

Of the Missing, 1 Officer & 28 @en are believed
Killed & 2 Officers and 60 men. captured,

i b
S
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