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e £54.5 SUMMARY OF OPERATIONSe 4 II

i ':.'_:‘-.

i

Map 684 1/40,000.

: \ )

On the 23rd.ipril 1918 the Battalion was billeted in DAOURSyBSouth of
PONT NOYELLES, & was aring to relieve on 25th./pril s Batigdion of
the 11ltheBde,; AeI.F., sector held by Srde ust.Diveplorsti of
SATLILYele=S0ce Late that night information was recelved from Brigade ,
_Hesdgquarters that s hostile attack was likely next day & the relief was ®
be put off for sbout 24 hourse

Ahout S350 aemme On the 24th.ipril 1918,the enemy commenced a heavy
bombardment on a front extending from somewhere North of ALBERT dowmn to
about HANGARD.

At 4010 se.me the CeOe ordered the Battalion to get ready to move in
anticipation of an order from Bde.H.Qrse,to go forward.

The strength of the Bn.was then 39 Officers, 702 Other Ranks, actually
with Unite - :

About 6 semes Orders were received from Bde.H.Qrsepto be ready to move
at short notices At I0 semeBde HeQe,asked for a mounted Officer to be sed
for orders to QUERRIEU, Major W.M.FOWLER being sent.

¥ajor Fowler returned at II$30 aesme Battalion wee ordered to move to
BLANGY-TRONVILLE where further orders would be recelved.

About 6 ame.ms the ememy had begun shelling DAOURE moderately and about -
I0 aeme Coyses had been moved out to differemt portions of the open county
outside the village. We suffered 6 casualtiese

At 12 noon the Battalion marchedywith B0 yards between Platoons,to
open ground immediately North of BLANGY-TRONVILLE, arriving there at
1¢15 peme Orders were then received from Bde.Intelligence Officer to
bivousc the Battalion in Blangy wood (N.38.0entral.) |

The Battelion was deployed into Artillery Formation & helted where 1t
was and the Cele& Adjutent rode forward to reconnolitree -

The eneny was then =8 | several localities lightly botween BLAN
WOOD & BLANGY TRONVILLE., A was selected to avoid these locelities &
the Adjutant returmed to bring the Battalion on, the CeOegoing inte
BLANGY WOOD to make further reconnalssane.

The Battalion marched through BLANGY in columm of route with 50 yards
between platoons, and followed the selected route over the fieslds deploying
into artillery formation ito move up the slope to BLANGY WOOD halting at
the edze at 4 peneylater moving into bivouacs in Woode

The accomodation in the Wood was cheifly series of short trenches
covered with branches, elso a Tew tentse

The Brigade was now attached to the 8theDivision (Mnglish) which had
been holding VILLERS-BRETONNIUX. '

The only Transport which accompanied the Battalion were four Lewis
Gun waggons, Tool waggon, and S.l./eVa gons, the remainder belng kept
near Pont NOYELLIES.

AT 7450 peme orders timed €.45 plgh Trom Bdes.H«.Qereached Bnell.0rse,
giving instructions for a counter attack on VILLERSBRETONNEUX, (Copy of
attack orders attached. |

The attack was to s at I0 pemeand the total advance to be made
from jumping off line was approximately 4,000 yards for the attacking
_ Battalionsyand 3,000 yards for 1?;»:-1. Brie (B0theBattalion.)

CoyeCormanders wore assemb. a2t BneHe.Ors.at 8 &'m' and verbal orders

given them together with copy of map showing objectives and Battalion
and Brigade boundariese

The order of battle of Companies from right to left wast-
ﬂ.ﬁ“' -B"' Hﬁl' IB-I'
Licuted [iill with gbout I0 Scouts was sent to recormoitre and mark

. Packs,blankets and Officer’s Valises were dumped
later in the day taken back to Pont NOYELLES, . SR

!
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- pwBpeglially warned to watch for

R g Toeetis R o, s A

; age hostile e Guns shooting into our left flank |
During the afternoon Captain ReLe.RHODES HeCoyp (00 "B"Coy. )Agmmmm

FaToGOODES and HeLeBILLING were wounded, end also 1 man killed and m = ‘

i
|
|
[

GoyeCommanders for the attack were OapteP.H.AULD (4
/  BERESFORD (B),CapteHANOOCK (C), LieuteHoKA! (D)e L) etk

o at “ the Mediocal 0fficer, the following Officers went into
) Headquarters Co

i Companiess 15

The Bneleft BLANGY WOOD at 9430 moving forwerd
! The rear of 52ndsBn. could be seen aﬁﬁ. A m.oguﬂ'ze Eﬁzﬁ;ﬁ:.m
& W forward parallel on ‘bho right of BOtheBne,and 15thelleGeCoyeson

| The attacking Battalion mm 'lm'j.lm'va started from jump
- about IO minutes lates When the 50theBne reached the tq:ha the puﬁ%i::ru:?ﬁ

a - ——
e

| There were very few casualti
- the HeGefire being a 1ittl |
nostly directed on the _qta,o., |
| gwe:;mmofmm over incresase |
i er the % 8 had started forward, | from
£ o tmp;im as did a Gun fire
e ur own i front of CACHY SWITCH trench hampered our adven
| DeCoveon the lef't attacked numerous M.G.Posts on the Southem -Qg;; of
AQUENINE WOOD, some mtim_a ©of CeOoyesassistinge Lieutse PyH NUTTALL and
- WeLeSCARBOROUGH of DeCoye did some remarkably good work in dealing with
| wm_ Ba o?uglsc:d.maa hguna- Seven m% liachine Buns were captured on the ‘
o0 | 9 Dy DeCoyesand 2 by CeCOoyeymost of the ¢ were
[ killede Licutes WelLeSCARBOROUGH was wounded m;]_e at tacking g:' :f theso

“‘-*_ AQUENHE WOOD as he was crossing the wire in front ory

L
_ wn the edge of a wood a Platoon of D.Co came upon
party of 30/40 Germans who had swung out of the wood & t;rey;ttanking >
rears Two Officers and a few men of that Battaliom
e . abou ﬁﬁ&m&o;uﬁ glt mmmmﬁa&. when suddenly the
¥ 'thmu m —— mthmm tho, tack rears lany of them were killed &
B ur casualties from MeGefire during the advance were rather num
| & several sections had filled gaps in both S5lste. & S2ndeBnge R
lattilm. an mﬁae::: abguila.&m yards it was found that the leading
& . - stopp 2:3] though more men ed in -
i Mmmtmomﬂm- press to the front line
. UapTe AULDy; OeCe™A" | sWag miﬂﬂmE' Capt+HANCOQK, QOeCo™C" |
Mmtm. ﬂ-ﬁ-._ﬂ"mtm killed, and Mmthﬂ&.’.ﬂ- aGYiG:g';;ll{ﬁﬂ
\ BreHsQrashad been established about UsBece in tho Cachy Switeh which
was only a shallow trench and near here the Vedical Officer, Captain P.B,
MMbﬁmkﬂJﬁdemaﬁtmﬁm -
Up till i meme o the 25th.April there were still Germsns £1

H(nhinoﬂ!m%rrm QUENLT WOOD & although t g
Germens continued send up flares frcgh mgiﬁoggn EEB%WM?“ -
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?It. was Jnown that the 1GtheiusteInfeBdeswere trying to work dowm on the
. Worth East of YV IRS-BRETONNEUX, and our troops dug in & held one \
)  About 1 aeme LisulsJoHILL was sent from Bn.H.Qrs. to ascertain the
- sltuation forwarde He roached the Support Line held by the Bne but when
ualf through with his task was wounded in the face by hostile shell fire.
- He however completed his recormaissance and brought the informstion
back to Bn.H«Qrse
Enemy still held Rellway In VILLERES-BRETONNEUX, O«¢54ebe = Ou35ite =
Ue55eCe = Os35ede 2ndeBneliorthants on left appeared to be held up sbout
ODeF4edeUantrale OGOTheBnewore holding a support line approximately UsSa:de
Contral HeWe thiough UsSsbe bending back to sbout Usbeas.Cantrals. 5lstesnd
52ndeBnsesabout 200 yvards forwards :
AsCoye on right of BOtheBne wore in touch with Bedford Reste but had
o lend that Regtea P‘m to fill a dangerous gap.
On the left of "A"Coy& was "B"&"C" mingled together & on their left
— the remmants of "D"Coys,which had lost heavily and gow equal to one Platoon.
DeCoyewas woak before the attack being organised as two platoons onlye
h _With dayligh® hostlle ghelling became more active but not heavye |
. Hostfle Machine Guns and snipers were very active against front snd -
gupport linese The morning was mistye | :
The situation became more quiet asbout 7 aesme but there sppesred to b
l some patrol encounters about the Bastern edge of AQUENNE WOODe g
At 10 aeme a Sergeant of S54th.llsGeCoyeattached Bedford Regtereported
- gap of 1000 yards on right of Bedford Restbe R e e
' erapoﬂmwud_tobummtmﬂmmldbamﬁm-'
undisturbed aboul Usl0eCentral & later in the day they fired on Cachy Switeh
- With rifles & lachine “uns from Usl0«0entrale Bde H.Ors.was advised of thif
| but 1t was thought that they may be English troops. S
During the morning a party of Germans which came out of elther AQUENNE
| WOCD or VILLERS-BREIONNEUX were seen by Lieut Huttell on our left to be form
] ing up In O«35ece He laid a Lewls Gun on them but when gbout to fire he F

!

8 German Machine Gun crew gun

sarty and inflicted about 30 casualties on the

wards MONUMENT WOOD and as they passed over some rising ground he got’™ |
3 About noon the 15theiusteInfeBde established their left about 0y52 O
- vale About IT aesme S0theBnewas order=d to form a line from U.B.Central to
Ues30e0e4deB5e & then push forward & occupy HONUMENT WOOD. There was then
heavy lachine Gun & rifle fire coming from MONUMENT WOOD and it wes imposs
ible to leave our irenches without sufTering heavy casualties & thaw
was not sattempteds It was very difficult to get a rummer to the forwerd
|  positlon without him being hite It was therefore susgested that the gep |
 should be filled after darik. In view of the casualties suffered by S0ilis
| Bne in the advence on night 24/25theipril 2 Coys of 49theBnewere atbtachéds
[ 50theBne to help hold the line from Rallway Orossing in 0.3%¢ce to sbout |
Oe3teCentrals Two Trench Mortars,13theleLeTeleBo,1 Soction 135theAdleGel
also attached BO0theBne

L JE

The operation for the evening was to send out two Officers fighting
Patrols each of 15 men with a Lewis Gun, supported by two more parties offf
each I Officer 30 men and a Lewlis Gune The former were to clear the g oe
of any ememy post & the latter af'ter supporting the farmer to establigh'
across to the 15theMst.InfeBdes Af'ter the postes were in position thal
- CGoyse would establish the linees The right patrol was under 2/iieut Wl o
7 Lemgsford and the left under 2/Lieut. WeJ.Hales. The patrels s 8 ™,
i clearing the ground and posts establishede After this the Covse.wore oved
y ©on to the line without any difficulty and with no casusltieme T was o

gained with the 15thgiusteEnfeBdesduring the nighte S SR
At Ie45 aeme on 20the/pril orders were received that the French would
attack Trom HANGARD WOOD to MONUMENT in UsBefeBeB8s at 5,18 GeMeONn 268the -
Aprile The 8TheZOUAVE Regte to De on left next to 50theBne Slstemnd Sonds -

f’;’ Ense.to move out as soon as attack goes through theme Right flank of B0the
1 Bne %o m‘:rm to French attack by moving up its right flank to the . =

MOWUMENT, . e
At Bel5 asile the 50thelnsattempted to advence but the Fremch had hiot

come up on our righte Heavy hostile liachine Gun fire from MONIIENT WOOR
__#sopped our advance immediately and when French care up they halted on our
flank & dld not attempt to advances (It was afterwards heerd that when the
French Bn.Commander on our right had his Ooye.Comdrse together to give theas

thelr orders for the attack a hostilo shell made them all casualties & it is
possible that the French Troops on our irmediate right never maimawﬂ:ﬂig

m 1 g : : § e [ )
By i _ ' ’ N o -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7306

o808 0c

=



e —— e S—— e —— ——— | == = = " -
L

3 o - APPENDY

-~ The French however had overlapped our right flank
junctione QurmlﬂnemmﬂnuouatomrleﬂthoMﬂrrbatﬂa
“being from right-to left "0","D","B" Coyse.,with "A" Coy.in supp
50 to 100 yuﬂnbﬂnﬂmﬂmhighcrgmmﬂthim m:-"blﬁdthmhﬂ!‘ﬁ
over the front line. Four vickers guns were in the front line with
two in supporte Our lef't was iy close touch with the attached 2 Coyse
of 49theBne., and the left of 49th.Bn.foysewas in close touch with 57the
Bney15theAeTeBdes That Battelion was later relieved by the 59theBn.
During the day the hostile fire from MONUMENT WOOD was gradually
beaten down by use
One Lewis Gun of "B"CoyeKnocking out a German gume.
At 2430 peme cmeny heavily shelled VILLERS-BREETONNEUX, At S¢45 peTte
an incorrect report was regeived from an F.O00. through BdoeHe.Qepthat enemy
was attacking Trom MONUMENT WOOD with Tankse At 74355 pemethe eneny put
| ammrlinomdalmmmraﬁmm:tm but no
- aotion followede At 8450 ho again heavily hmm our forward
s for 10 minutes, but egain no :lntmtry actione After then the
nd.sht m m‘rw quiots
: mr:wntmmupamuﬁuﬂnmuhalm'awhk t
_Wst.ila attacike -
nndw afternoon of 26the April, three reporits were received
from that our artillery had dropped a fow shells short on use
ihis was rectified by the evening
ibout 7 asmeon the 27the ril.lﬁth.hl«lﬂm reported enemy in
fairly large numbers sbout 1500 wards in front advencing in artillery
mti‘?:;t mmmmmmfmﬂ and front wamed to have everyone
fl-'lllﬂ‘ w
On night aﬁ/m'th-ﬂpru Battalion He(rse;moved sbout 1¢30 asme to
dugouts in railway cubtiting at 0e284heBe0s
40the BneHs Qe 618t eBnieHe e 5 15the Al T e s Co00Te 3& 15thelsLeTelieBe
moved there alsoe Move of these HeQrsewere all completed 3 Belle
Our fighting strength by morming of 27thesApril in front line was
ificers 226 Other Rankse fAbout 200 yards behind 50theBneyswae one M.
('m Bopg) of ZondeDurhem Light - (P er Bne) and about 50
} he 2 Coyssof 49thgBun. snother CUoye of Durham Light Infentry (70
ntmh The two coyse49iheEne were mu 107 OsReyand 20 extra men
: from 49theBnewero sent them on night 26/27thefpril, while at Bnei.0e,were
l about 80 DsRe including . al Police, Ploneers and Band who had been
 uped thm:ghmm operations a8 carrying parties for rations,water end
ifter the advance Lioulse.liutiall, TeSmith,lctregor, were wounded

and LiouteClaridge mis LisulslH+Rigss and JeDeLeCraven had

dresm from the mmmtmmmmmmtbﬂmm
X’ During the morming of 27thesipril orders were received that 12ths
T.hdeewould reliove sector from right of B0theBne vhere it joined with
to aboul O«30.Central on lefts Recognnoitring Officers from 45th.

“& 46theBns.arrived later & got details of fronte
| mmwﬂhm.m reliove S0theBnsTronisand 40theBne.to relieve 49th. me.
| |

86theBne.compleotod relief by II.I5 pems and 49theBneby 2 sem.
" On relief 50theBne moved to billets in BLANGY-TRONVILLE lasgt
parties seltiling down there by 5+30 a.ms on 28thl.April.

| Totel prisoners captured by us during the operation.=
I mam- & 20 Pther Renks.

l ilsc 9 i Machine Gunges There were in ad@ition some 20/30
scners including m.w!ad taken but not definitely accoimted fore.
% At a safo estimate the Battalion inflicted 130 other casualtiss on
o aneny.

|
l
a = Cur own casualties Werote

ﬁﬂ- J/'\ffv @‘@A.bﬂ‘(, 7 EQ, ;’F[,éab EK-QALL

- —
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Iist of CASUALTIES during recent operations - 24th to 27k gpri
Offrese ZE Se _Totals
Killede 4, 48 00e
Woundede Be 181, 189,
3 Missinge e 13 150
Hospital = Sicke 7o 76
Totalse 14, 247 o 261
' i
Nominal Roll of OFFICERS :=
’ Killed tm=
Capteine Frank Herbert HANCOCK.
343 Phillip Beauchamp SEWELLe. (Medical Officer)
Lieute Bearry o &Y. KAY
s William Stewart McKAYe
¢
: Wounded tw
- Oaptalne Randall Lanoce RHODES.MeCe
Lieut. John Holroyd HILLe
33 Matthew McKay McGREGOR.
: s Thomas SMITH.
of 3 Horace Lionel BILLING.
o/ 1 Frederick Taylar GOODES,
2/ 113 Percy Edward NWUTTALLe
g/ 1 William Leslie SOARBOROUGH.
] Missing 3= ”
Oaptaine Patrick Howard AULD«M«Co
l Lisuts, Ralph Elesmere CLARIDGE.
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B-E- g-I-AE R-E FI.'I"

s Eignutm'nnr .Mdmusnrm p-trmn numnﬂud tnhlna:riph in hk‘umn: i
wh.. line should be erased if not required,

“"I'_?l:il liaun should |.'h: med il' nqt ruq.uiﬂ:d.. :
[oige) Wi WIBSSUMIZHS. (8500 Pade. UM M'C. & Co., Jad (E- 818) % H06G) We WII0SZ/MIZ4, 187,800 Pads, 117 MYC. & Co., Lud (R 818)

5'*\6’ 4 HKUON ici

]

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG100/7306



’-‘f

.l...1l.||.l..l-.-
v .

2

=

T -

i e—

-

— ——

o)
-

=TT

e}

RCDIG100/7306

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



¥

— g — #m.-—.lﬂ-".l
t-t=*iﬂ A4 a
i

|
I 1] fr i
!

-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

qo—

by ]
W A : o }
#H A | ’ - St = \ o
% ;:'r! 0 I e " ”r “:\%-. " .nj-’ b S
\\ I D . = : / : oS de
§ Y i 1 Y { w e T ;' £ -'}' Ay
L T ] i ol - M * ’e Eeg il
S H \! . ‘-‘;* i T TS '-.::hi * b 59 Vajfg ”
"'.;, A ]_ L b %, & o S . ks (. Q W - i 1
: ' T ‘i“L .
1 l"'? - l'
‘ = 2 5 [
!-Iq.'
'Hf ta s
e v “‘ l. / b
., F‘ | ) \ ‘f
= E J J
| Dretonneux "
. i ] \
i & 1 st B b ]
“-—361!,}"'# 10 #-—L |—;ﬂ"—+...,ﬂ._. "r-"%?‘___
> o ) ’ . \
v | L Tam
1 i
o
l.
' W
LS e
P | | F_”"?- f I..'l st 8 .
el (- R ¢ ' I
A1 Q- e H) - - 3 -1 2
% I} | " :,
/ | h
|}
i L

DIVISION 21-4-1e

)

RCDIGT00/7306



™
= "3 —
ke
"
| ‘"..
*
¥
w
i
-
L] !r
[~
J T
] -
b
|
.
Lo .
i
|
| .
g
= 5
N
|
3 '
]
-
¥
1
&
-. !
» i
¥
P
-
e
L]
™
5
- #
i . .
[ ]
&
1
L]
A
- .
r——
]
&
™
. L
L
- ]
L
nd

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/7306



B APPENLC

r | | |
| -
F —

s . : - Cant : . . it :

= " ' e i'm-';.'"i-a'-;.-‘-’ihi’-_"-';w_

- e ' ] ’ % A s L™ " P
: .- = CTHEET | ot e i

e : , L -

i i : [ i
Imﬂli;.f AL e g g

oy
—=

e

|+ . . L ' 34 -. . Bt ] .. q‘_ -
} i thdalbl Al LT L O S S Te . & ; -a:r:m-.f-n‘!tuum Ha Homa e d e e :

4

o — S —

iy

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1007306



G- 24

. APPENDIX /

T ETRURLN s e I G e e s

- Office of Origin and Service Instroctions, This message is on ale of ;

........................................

---------------

------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

) |

- TO -

h

Sender's Number, I Day of Month, | In reply to Number.

. & - &
|
1
1
I I
i = SE— X !
|
|
—————— __.._i =L -
| Ty,
]
1 -
4 I |
i 1

*l;nm ) ” £ i-ﬂ

The aliee niy be forwarded as fow coreeetod.

........................................................

ORI L A & F s
* This line, except A A A, should be erased if not requi §
Wit W 8268/ P51 500,000 Pads. 1718 B, & S. Ltd, (€2389,)
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SECRET. OPERALTTON (DOEDIER NQ70,
fﬁ‘.;"; B

LiouteColonel AdGSALIDIEIT BEE.G-,G N
S0the EATTALION o =

f
Re erence Map 72d. B8, o
Relief, The 4EtheBattalion will relieve the H0%hl.Beitsliem on anight

P P E’?{%ﬁhipril-
"A"2Coye4EtheEnoyrolieveon "CV,.C007e, 50thebnieyin right of front
"EYel0oFe y4btheline yrelioves"B” & "D (oyse,50theBn.,in centre &
loef't of front linee "B".Coy.,of 45ih.Bn.,must gain touch with
49themneyon Railwey,.
"D"eC0Ye 40 theline ywill relieve "2",Coye,50theBne,in Supporte
"C"eCoye4bthelne, takes up a position selected hy Cele,4r theing
2ven aboul UeleUeantral towurds stationg

E;h.og:,mm;,nm of Railway will he relieved by £ Jovse

te instrugtions will be semt teo tain |
- i Can HALLAN VieCop4Dthe

G60theBneywlll send guides to FOtheBneHeUrse,ot Be 0 Telteas wnder.
'A'.Oey-ﬂoth.mg.l%u -,a 3 g:i:l'.m :t:r"%:&gy.ﬂgmmﬁ

:g:tﬂﬁfr : n _
; s L] ] " "
un*:m: " L n ; " . & Ag}:;::ﬁ%%fhi
EneHeQrs.will arrange to gulde "C".007.45theBneto A
noew position. thei

_ aftermoon
On relief Coysewill rendempus in M.3%.2.(01d halting position®

prior to attack)e Route to be followed will be alomg Southern
odge of BOIS L ABBEe Lewis Guns and geer other than thsm -

arrehged for will be carried out to rendezvous
Coysewlill move hmtﬂm-;tummmwm
Hﬂiﬂiﬂ!’itﬂ'b.Hﬂitifilafhﬂ'iirﬂ*ihl.ﬁGh..ainﬂﬂ,tﬁﬂ etion
L

of relief by the following code "SCREW PICKNTS ARRIVED

Mu:i.mumﬂmtmmmamtmlmmoqnmt;

Copy liogle Milae

¥ 8¢ Cele

3¢ Sanlor lajore
4

/ ’f/ f
74 7y o
g 'hﬂ'ﬂ#lr?- ;(/f;ﬁdLLiZi Licutenante

Te AeCOVe
8. Bo &yiMMt S0theBattalion,

Oe UelQYe
i0e TelioYe
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- engaged p tic a
| ar the 13th ang 188h. Aust Brigades on
the most successful and ~atiant i
- lm ﬂ a

perati
the. neighbourhood of VILLERS BRETONn. @ rod out in

From t= Milit&ry Secretary.
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