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. Swinmaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., art 1L INTELLIG-ENCE SUMMARY. o
and the Stalf Manual respectively. Title pages , b
'E will be prepared in manuscript. (lirase heading not required.) g0
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information ' l::;g;ii:lﬁ
| : — —- 2 Appendices
Aoz | |
0. o 1st. | This morning BC" Compgny end %0 other renks attended a co-operation demonstretion of Taaks and
l Infantry at the 5th.Brigade Tenk Hqre. The remelnder devoted the m rning to. refltting gnd |
couipping, inspection and general re-organisation,. |
| a8 | - il 4
| noon.  The second in command called a meeting of Sports representitives to discues fyture "ixturee.

| It was decided to awalt detalls from the Brigade Sporte Committee before preparing a programme. |
‘ - In the meantime sports were to be mf?}'og 9113.‘ }mdar Company arrangements. : |
St.VAST, | Endi. | The morning was devoted tc bathing persomnel at the Divielonal Bathe in VAUX. Pay was drawn from

| the Field Cashier at ALLONVILLE and Company Cormanders pajé their men in the aftermoon. A tosa
of 22,000 francs was drswn for the Battelion but this beingl found to be insufficlent the C.0.

instructed Mr.Pickup to draw another 8,000 on the morrow. .
Heavy rein in the morning prevented the efternoon sports. p
| ¥ovemente in the Battallicn were as follows:-
Lieut.V.F.Back and four other ranks to Corps Schools.
) | Lieut .,Brewer )

2/Lieut .Dodimead)and 20 pther ranks reinforcements ex Hospltel & Wounded.

{3 N N A

. St.VAST, Brd. Compeany parades occupied the houre from 8-30 a.,m. till 12 noon. The work consieted mainly
of re-organisation and refitting. It 1e not yet gquite complete though it 1is hoped that mot._hgr day

every thing will be satiefactory.

At 12 noon the Brigade School personnel reported back and were resllotted to thelr reapantiva‘

'Gﬂﬂpﬁﬂieﬂn .

. During the afternoon Major Trickey called a meeting of Company Commanders and Headquarier
officers to discuss the mobility of the Battalion in comnecting with the move which is
foreshaddowed. | | :
Sp.mi Instructions were received from Brigade for the move on night 4th/5th. The 54th.Battalion
will move to & location between AUBIGNEY and DAOURS (0.7« central 1/20,000) Lieut.C.Upfold

| and one N.C.0. from each Company and Hgre. details moved aheed as billeting party. Operation
'Order (App.l. ) wae prepared,

(E N NN NE N NN N RN

. D, D, & L., London, E.C.
(Atoz66) Wt Wszoe/P713 750,000 2/158 Boh. §2 Forms/Cari8/16.
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ST.VAST Augus
4th,

|
| |
| |
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b
. |
! |
| b
I

|
OARDONETTE | 5t11i 9-0
t
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l Preparations were early afoot for the move 1ater in the day. Late instructlions
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received ay 10 a.m, altered the destination from DAOURS to CARDONETTE and the orders

which were in draft had to be changed to meet the emergency. See ApD. S |
"B* and "O" Coys., being engaged upon the Tank Demonstration practice will noib

i—,mmra antil the afternnon of the 8th, Further movement for these two Coye are to be
1gsued later. The 54th.,Bn.,Nucleus is to proceed by separate route to the BOIS de MAI
where it willl awalt the conclusion of the Battalions' tour of duty in the Line.

a,m The part of the Battallion detailed to proceed to CARDONETTE arrived at thelr
destination at 2-39 a.m, and were blllsted within the town. Rain threatened during

8=30 p.lm. the latter portlion of the grech and as the low clouds entirely obgoursed the moon

the movement awakehed 11ttle interest and was to a degree rather fat:lfuaing.
The latter hours of the morning were entirely given over to rest. in the

afternoon Companies and Headquarters details were bathed in the s5th,Div.Baths
located near the Church.¥resh wnderclothing was issued and the opportunity to again
become clean and feel afresh was gladly welcomgd, At 4-45 DP.m. 3 Battalion parade was
held at which Major Trickeyytemporarily Commanding the Battallon during the absence of
Colonel Msrshall on Oorps duties- gave the men an outline of posslble forthcoming
operations, Rumours (furfles) of a battle to be had been rife throughout the ranks
earlier in the day and 1t was in order to create a favorable understanding and to
Just@fy the present move that the disclosure was made. Briefly stated, an advance 1is
to be made by the Australian Corps in co_operatlon with the Canadian,French and Englih
troops on the Amlens fromt =nd the operations to be carried out are to be of a larger
scale than any our troops have yet taken part in in France, The effect of this news

was general throughout and a Pe3aling of expectancy and impatience to be in the fight

becgme everywhere visible * |
At ;-S?Ii.n. m' #An "pDe gnd Ii.*b],:"t.:r'la Coys moved off for the new destimation

in front of DAOURS. The commencement wag unpropitious. Five minutes after paaaing Itiﬁr

starting point rain fell and qulickly developed into & heavy downpour which laste ,

hour 11owed was via ALLONVILLE: upon reaching the far outskirts of
th D e ﬂ'ma heavy snd stretchefs of rud and water on the road caused

considerable annoyance. __
leading unit and fully balf an hours' delsy was osused.

D.D. & L., London, E.C.
(Atozt6) Wt Wszoe/P713 750,000 2(18 Boh. 82 Forms/Czi18/16,
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| especlally disconcerting ; the men had to work their way through intricate lines €
Tanks and Artillery convoys and the roade, more busy than the stir of a great cityy

‘needed very careful negotatilon.
The location on the embankment about 0.7.2 and c¢. was reached at midnight.,

- The morning was glven over te rest. During the aftermmon slight enemy shelling eeem
' occurred about 200 yards further mlong the embenkment in the vicinity of a tank
park but no damage was done. Preparations for the coming offensive were actively
11:»::-1:1'::w.me«':‘het:’i with and an inspection was made soon after lunch to ensure every man
‘wae In possession of his correct issues At 5=C p.m.Dt.he remainder of the Battalion
!cmriaing "B® and "C" Coye rejocined from the Tank ..emonstraticm practiee

As soon as d.unl: gset In the whole area about DAOURS again liveded up and®the
'bustle and traffic became more pronounced than even that of the previous night,

: The magnitude of the cming operations 1s becoming more apparent . During the hours
'of darkness the movement of tanks and armoured cars 1ls ceaseless,and this,combined
'with the unusual sctivity in the sir,is a good augur to apacula.t.a upon. What is
Ipa.rtinularly agreeable is the small amount of bombing by enemy planes within the ese
'area of concentration - an indication that the enemy 1s umaware of our intemntion

‘on this front, -

i: .
l The day was one of qulietness. Slight shelligg occurred in the embankment area,

‘but no casualties were suffered., yoyement for the morrow was regulated by Operation -

Order No.50 (App. 4) At about 8_p p.m. preparetions for the advance were completed
and Officers and men alike went to rest in anticipation of a strenuous day on the
morrow.

Characteristic of all such present day operatioms the material carried by the
personnel merges into a formidable load se-@ewey especially teking inte consideratiB
the summer heut, nature of country and the length of marches imperative to such

undertakings, The advantage of travelling lightly was early recognised and although

the Commanding Officer had carefully eliminated unnecessary articles from the men's

klt the following list of articles was gonsidered indiepensible:-

D, D. & L., Lomdon, E.C.

Summary of Events and Information l
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DAOURS - August | Two iron rations Two water bottles filled
Contd, | “ﬂh. | One aeroplaneflare One S.0.8 rocket
| | Two bombs 170 rounds S.A.A.
| | 2 Sandbags One flash dise for aeroplanes
| ﬁna discharger cup Dnexpired portion of dayVs rations
| aterproof sheet & blanket .
' The total welgpt of the above articles is of couree augmented by a steel hat,
gasrespirator and rifle and bayonet. -
DAOURS Augu [ | |
8the The day wase ushered im,chilly and cold. At 2-0 a.m.m the valleys became concesled

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

——

in a fog which gradually arose and enveloped the higher locations,When breakfast
was served at 3-0 o'clock 1t was almost imposeible to discerm outstanding objects

2@ yards away . the fog had been predicted by the Army Meteorologist .13 it. wes

calculated to 1ift at about 7-0 a.m.

Zero hour had been fixed for 4«20 aele;

At 4.p a.m. troops were moving to arms in all directions to their rendezvous
on the level ground benking the River ANORE about 0.7. e. and c.. Dawn dimly
revealed long pEmllel colums of Companies at intervals of about 200 yards walting
for the signal to move.

The role of the 1l4th,A.I.Brigade was Raaatrgal 1Bri a.dihtéo Bﬂ‘ie th.,Division, 8nd the

f4th Battelion was detaliled as Reserve Battallom TO rigade,

The movement from the start point commenced simulteneously with the barrage ,which
could be distinetly heard o Direction was made tc Banana Tronch on the North of
VILLERS BRETTONNEAUX but as the march had been timed to synchronise with the advance
of the asssult troops the destination was not reached untll 820 a.me Hore a halt
wag made. The area had but a few minutes previous been occupied by a unit of the

d their
5th Division Artllle who had suffered severe casualties from enemy bombs, an
deed - both men and gi-aea - were still lying about when the Battalion moved into

occupation, East was made verbally by
At 12 noon preparative instructions for a further move LaB o g g Rty B

h & party of & mer was sent fo | |
e L‘%;g:'mzzgrto:itplaug atFE.O pe.m. tOo & destination at P 55a. |

thﬂ new 1“9,%?&&%:::11'];". E.C,

(Asoz66) Wt Wszoe/P7r3 750,000 2/18 Bgh. B2 Forms/C2118/16. : | ,,,
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DAOURS Augult The place proved to be on an embankment and active preparations were immediately |
(Cont) Bih get afoot for the erection of temporary shelters for the night. This work no sooner |
| ' commenced wae stopped and instructions were received for a further move forward to
' area in vicinity of Croes Roads in N 7 b, Upon arrival Company sites were gelected

| and the location was epeedily made defensive. At 7.3%0 pem. the cookers arrived and
| ' a hot meal was served out to all ranks,

| | The march through the but recently owned Boche territory,was accomplished during
the heat of an exceptionally hot summers day. The signs by the wayslde were evldent
il  proof of the enemye hasty and precipitate retreat. Only in selected spots had a reglist-
| ance been offered to the asgsault troops,and these places marked by a small group of
| German dead .waes sufficient testimony of our own decisive methode of advance.

At about 10 p.m. expectations were held of a German counter attack but the event
falled to materislize,and the remasinder of the night was spent midst a quletness -
broken only by short periods of enery bombing.

BAYONVILLERS August | ‘

0th. | Nothing important oecured during the morning. At 2 pem. the C.0. was informed that
role of the 14th Brigade was changed,and that it was now actihg ae Reserve Brigade
to the 2nd Australien Division .Battle Instructions No. 33 were accordingly issued
to Companies (See App.6) Towards evening the road 8 and outlying fdelds became
animeted with activity and both horse and motor transport passed to and fro in never
ending streams. The openmness with which these columns moved brought about their own
' chastisementm; and as soon as the dusk of evening set in enemy areoplanes flew over
' and inflicted coneidereble damage both to persomnel and material. Our casualties from ’
this source were one kllled and one wounded.

BAYONVILLEFS A t
Oth | At 2 a.m., message was received from Headquarters l4th A.I.Brigade thatl H.M. the King
i would inspect a representative personnel of units of the Australian Forces on the 1llth
i inetant. The 54th Battalion were allotted a quote of 1 Sergeant and 4 others. At the |
| ' game hour movement orders were received for Sgt.McInnes and Sgte.Bryan to proceed to
Australis on 6 months leave: both N.C.0's are 1914 men, and have served with the

i 1y since its ina ation in Egypte. : - A
i Bnttﬂi;ﬂgfﬁ:%mﬁzzBigggiggggﬂﬁgigada at 10 a.gfugantainad 1E£%runtiona for a move to s | U
_ . 2

, D.D. & L., London, E.C.
(Aroz66) Wt Wsgoo/Pr13 750,000 2/15 Beh. 62 Forms/Ca118/16,
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the back aress North of VILLERS BRETDONNEAUX at short notice; an advanced party um
under 2/Lieut.Dodimead was sent rearward shortly after. This news was immensely dis.

appointing, for great hopes had been entertained of a further forward drive,with
this Battalion taking a very active parg. It was with rather despondent feelinge

therefore that the men fell in for the march back. By 12 noomn th e Headgquarters

had passed the starting point, in W 1 b. Whilst en route message was received by

despateh rider that the destination was altered for FUILLOY,and the new arca

wae reached by 5 p.m. Here a hot meal was issued and the men settled down to

one or two days rest,

No parades were held during the day.The party detalled to attend the King's
inspection moved off at 9 a.m, for VACQUEMONT where they met the remaindermof
the Brigade quota., The inspection was held in a field outside that town.

The cenal being near by advantage was taken to bathe the men, and the Q.M.
arranged with Companies for a clean issue of underclothing.

During the hours of darkness enemy bombing was active in the surrounding area
but no casualiies were suffersd by this unit.

An hours parade consleting mainly of refitting of equipment was held during
the morning |

During the afternoon anticipaténg orders were issued verbably by the C.O.
for a move on the following day,.

|
At 8 a.m, orders were issued for a move to Caix.(See app.?) Lieut, K.N.Wark
wasg sent forward with a party of 4 other ranks to reconnoitre the new area, and the
Battalion prepared to be clear of FUILLOY by 11 a.m. The route followed was via
MARCELCAVE - I@NAUCOURT ~CAYEUX to CAIX . -
The march was undertaken during the heat of a day when the summer sun chanced

to be exceptionally severe. & The roads too, had been powdered to fine dust by the
heeavy trag;}ghggmﬁgg_few days past, and as the columm moved along, it arose {n

(Aroz266) Wt Ws3oe/Pri3 750,000 2/18 H'ruh.ﬂ Forms/Cat18/16.
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. clouds and covered men and equipement with a white layer. As plenty of water was
Lvailabla little dlscomfort was felt in that direction, but the distance (about

16 kllos) being rather long,was fatiguing.

o Y Half and hour after arrival at CAIX ¥ Lieut, Harrison was detailed to
 Proceed forward In the dircetion of MEHARICOURT,to reconnoitre the area that it

‘was anticipated the Battalion would oecupy upon the morrow. About the same time,
‘Major Trickey was summoned to a Conference &f C.C's,to discuss details of the
agsault 1t was expected the 14th Brigade would make on the 15th inst. Thlis operation
however was postponed 24 hours,and the forward party of gulides which had been sent
'on to MAHRICOURT to meet Lieut, Harrison were recalled , '

Operation order No, 82 (See App. 8) issued at 9 a.m. in the morning, instructed
Company Commanders of a move to area about F .10 and 11.on night 14th/j8th, A
later order (See App.9) outlined the objective and organisation of the attack.
Lieut.Harrison wae detalled ahead $e-alleeaste with an advance party to allocate
Company areae and to guide the units into position.

At 6 pem. instructions from Brigade cancelled spdsr all arrangements and the
advanced party had to be again withdreawn, A great deal of interest as well as
enthuasm had been awakened about the & intended atteck .A small “of practically
. every arm of the service was to be atbached to the Battalion,- tanks,aeroplanes,

- light horse, artillery, engineers,pioneers,eignal service and A.¥G, and the
successful co-operation of the whole under the direct command of the C.0. was
looked forward to with expectation.

During the night enemy bombing about the area became pronounced and towards
12 midnight slight shelling commenced. , |

Instruetions for a move to area about Q.84 were issued at 11 a.m. (See App.l10)
but an hour later $he instructions were issued postponing the move for 24 hours
The day passed without incident,

. D. D. & L., London, E.C. i
(Atoz66) Wi Ws3o0e/F713 750,000 2/18 Beh. B2 Forms/Ca2118/16.
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|
|

Qe 20 & Au?uﬂt
7th

ReSleare Augupt

R.3l.a. | August
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At noon the €.0. called a meeting of Company Commanders,and instructed them
about the move to be undertaken in the evening. Lieut. Harrison was sent forward
' with guides to reconnoitre the new area,and to make any necessary provision
" for the shelter of the men upon arrival: at 2 p.n. operation order No. 35 was

issued £ App. ) | |
| The Battallon commenced the march at 8,45 pems,and by 11.45 pem. the new area

wes &aken over from the North Lancastershire rusiliers and relief reported compléte

to Brigade. The new site consisted of dugouts and small positions cut out beneath
the ahgltar of trees. Failrly good protection was afforded from the weather but none

Prom enemy shells or bombs.

An hours parade was held during themorning. At noon order to occupy the area
about Q 31 arrived from Brigade. Upon this the C,0, lssued verbal ingtructions
for the move, which was to be made independently by Companies. The sector was

taken over from the 6th Dorsets by midnight without incident. _
The Transport lines and Rear Headquarters remained in the wood at Q@ 20 a,.

During the early hours of the morning the enemy airman were active aba?t the
PROYART aresa and along the main WARFUSEE Road. At 10 a.m. shelling with 5,9's
commenced in the vicinity of the abandoned German dump in R.25. and 26.rand shortly &

‘after a part of the timbers there were observed to be on fire.
| gha defensive ares ogoupied is an open trench system,parts of which indicate

Iuanaidarahla wear and tear. The disposition of Companies and scheme of defence
is attached.( 8pp. 12) |
Little movement of note occurreddthroughout the day
Departures from the Battalion were as follows:-
To U.,K., on leave Lieut. J, Mldgeley

The shelling commenced on the previous day continued throughout the nightai
A congiderahle portion of the dump was damaged by the fire?'but a large quantity is

D. D. & L., London, E.C,

(Aroza6) Wit Ws300/Pri; 750,000 2/158 Sch. 83 Forms/Czii8/16.
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gtill available for salving.
About dusk enemy aireraft crossed our lines, and destroyed an observation
balloon anchored in Qe35.De; otherwise the day passed without innidant.

During the morning enemy artillery actively fired upon area aboult Qe30eCs -

Ein vicinity of Brigade Headquarters. A emall German bomb dump lying by the side of
‘the road at 0e¢29.4.99.,00, was blown up by shell firaggnﬂ was a feature of considerable

danger to passing traffic for some time., Shelling in various areas about the Battalion

location was harassing throughout the day,but decreased towards night,

Later in the day a readjustment im the Battalion dispositions were made, "€

:Gnnpany moving from Worth of WARFUSEE Road to South of 1t (See App. 13).

At 11 a.m. orders were received for a Battalion relief in the night,and
instructions were issued to Companies shortly afterwardse (See Appe. 14).
The new locatlon is in vicinity of Qe13.0440.,40, and is ococupied at present

by 6th Australian Battallion of Right Reserve.

For reconnoltring purposes Lieut, Wark and party of 4 proceeded ahead and

ﬁratunning to rendez vous guided the Battalion into the new site. The relief was
‘complete at 11 p.m, =

Intelligence Summary for 17th/21st. attached (Appel5)e.

At 9 a.m. a meeting of Sports Representatives was held Major Trickey
presiding to arrange a programme for a Boxing Tourmsment the same afternoon.
Waterial for a Stadium had been salvaged from the German Dump the day previous
and its erection in a suitable site was being proceeded withe.

Shortly after midday Headquarters detalles were bathed in Canal at GAILLY
and the Companies held a short inspection parade . k

The Boxi Tournament y held more as a try out- was commenced at 7.30 Demle.
and proved bdth entertainment for the men and an incentive for further contests
When a more yrpsblvs.era in active operations is reached it is proposed to organise not

(Ato266) Wt Wsgoe/Priz 750,000 2/18 Boh. B2 Forms/CariB/16,
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Q«l 15-5- A. t |I
(Contd,.) 2end. ; only boxing,but other sports upon a more permanent footing,and to creste a more

QelBeCe ‘-“‘gbt
i 31 rd.

Re3loBe AUﬂz‘gt
24th

R.Slass . ﬁggg;‘
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- competative spirit amongst the men,
| Lieut. A.F.Smith arrived back to-day from U.Ke.l:pave,

A few nminubes after midnight a wire was received ordering instant move into

The hour being dark and cloudy,a deal of time was taken up 1n awaking the men
and getting them assembled, By l1l=45 a.m, Battallon Headquarters had left the ares
and upon arrival at the new location the C.O. was informed that the Company
reliefs were all complete,
| The remainder of the day was quite,and was spent in restijg
During the movement the Major's groom was thrown from his horse,whidh was
‘startled by enemy shelling : 1t was last seen going towards the German lines
at high spesed with the saddle dangling by its side.

Durihg the morning slight rain fedl,and settled the dust on the roads,
Except for slight shelling during the afternoon the day was not marked
by anything of mnote.
Movements in the Battalion were - -
Capt. H.H,Young from Reinforcement Wing to Nucleus,
Capte J.H.Bonson to U.K. on leave,

|
|
|

During the morning Lt.Colonel Marshall reported back to the Battallon,

and resumed command from the Major, who had been acting during his absence.

At 9 p.m., onemy arsoplanes flew along the main WARFUSEE Road, and somewhat
delayed a column of troops who were on theilr way towards the forward area .

The day was marked by a chilly atmosphere, and the keenness of the night
air is a portent of the early approach of winter, Such a night is a memory of

those 1916 men who were on the SOMME during that severe winter; and the forthcoming
one is not lpqked.farward to with any feelings of expectation. S

(A10266) Wt W5300/P713 750,000 2/18 Beh, 82 Forms/Cats8/16. ~ T Ay
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, in i
Re3lece Movements sf the Battallion were:-
(Gﬂntd.) th. n Lieut. Carriek to U.X. on leave
Lieut. Dickindon from U.K.leave
ReSl.0Ce | gt :
| 2 th | Nothing of note occurred throughout the day.
It was thought likely that the enemy would make a counter attack in vicinity
of PROYART; and Company Commanders were sent forward to reconnoitre the arsa likely
to be occuplsd by the Battaliom should the event occur: but nothing happened.
R.B1lec ﬁugunt
27th. To-day an amount of 30,000 francs was drawn from the Divlisional Paymaster
as pay for the Battalion personnel,
Verbal instructions had been lssued by the Brigadier that a move forward
'earlt/ in the morning was probable,and consequently all ranks were warned to be ready
‘at a’moments notice after midnight.
During the night heavy railm fell,but caused 1ittle discomfort amongst the
men as ample shelter had been provided during the first few days of occupation
Movements in the Battalion were:-
Capt D.,A.McNab to U.EK, on leave.
-31;3. Aug'u.gt
28th, The morning was spent in quietness,
| During the afternoon orders were received for a move forward on the
following day . 7pon this the Q.M. and T.0, were instructed to move their lines
to a positlion in copse in R.52.d. before dusk.
ReSl.0. t . |
2pth, The orders regulating the move were issued verbally to Company Commanders
| by the C.0, The Battalion was to move to a position in ¥,30 main WARFUSEE -
| FOUCAUCOURT Road.Lieut. Wark and a party of four were sent forward to allocate
the area to Companies and Headquarters and the Battalion arrived in position at 12 moon.
i
. D. D. & L., London, E.C. —
(Aroz66) Wt Ws300/Pr13 ;rmmn 2/18 Boh, 82 Forms/Ca118/16,
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l
Re31le0Ge £ t
(Contd.) 29th. A few minutes after arrival however further orders detalled another move $fs to
i area near BELLOY at N,26.c. which was &0 commence immediately. The midday meal
was straightaway issued and at 1-45 p,m, the march was continued. The area left
wag obnoxious on account of the number of German dead #ef$% lying about unburied amd
the unsanitary conditlion of the dugouts and trenches made them uminhabitable, No
- regrets were felt then when the order to move was given, ' ,
| No casualties were suffered during the march forward to the new area which was
& part of the old 1916 SOMME battle area, As expectations were held of another
. immediate move, the evening meal was issued upon arrival, At 7-30 p.m. the C,0.
- arrived from a C.0's conference and straightaway gave instructions for a move before
- VILLERS CARBONNELL. The march was no sooner made than cancellation orders arived
and the Companies turned back to the positioms Jjust vacated, and remained therse

. throughout the night,
| One casualty - a Battallion Headquarter's runner - was suffered,

N.26.,0, Augﬂ;t
30 By 6 a.m, the Battalion was again on the move and precesded to a location

at N.1ll.8, and Ny,11l,b. The transport lines remained in the copse at N.26.c.
| As soon ags the new location was reached defensive dlspositdons were

immediately proceeded with, The l4th, Brigade having been detailed as support

to the 15th. Brigade which was to attempt the ecrossing of the SOMME hopes were
held of the Battallon being drawn into the actionam, The operation was however
' cancelled and the men being informed that movement during the night was unlikely

procesded to rest,

; . D. & L., London, E.C,
(Arozfi6) Wt Wi3z0efP713 750,000 2/18 Beoh. 82 Forms/C2118/16.
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.

2lst Croes Gae was placed about the battery positions in the vicinity. During morning 3
| . twilight this attention slackened and at dawn ceased.

- At 9 ae.m. the C,0., reconnoitred forward in vicinity of squares 0.%.,9.&15, 1in

| | . an emdeavour to locate any bridges or suitable places of crossing should the advance

| ' - proceed successfully. The 15th Brigade had been allotted the difficult task of

| croesing the SOMME at these points,and the 54th Battalion,was, in eonjunction

| . with the remainder of the 14th Brigade,to maintain close support throughout,

, At 10 a.m., the Brigadier summoned a conference of C.0's, and lssued the informatlion

that, the former intentlons had been altered,and instead movement was to be made

by units straightaway to area in H.28, with a view to crossing the Canal at the

OMMICOURT Peninsula, and, assembling in I.7. assaulting the fortress of PERONNE. j

The attack was to be made by the 5th Division in co-operation with the 2nd.

| Australien Division, who had earlier in the day, and not without considerable

loss, secured the heights of MT, ST. QUENTIN. - -

The Battalion left BABRBLBUX at midday, but upon arriving at the intended |,
point of erossing found the bridges down and the broken brildgehead subjected to
heavy shell fire., It was clear the crossing would have to be effected elsewhers,
and direction was made towards FEULLIERES which was known to have connection with
the further shore.

Before the town could be reached dusk had set in and with it severe attention
from enemy batteries, Gas too hung about the valley ahd subjected the men to a deal
- of inconvenience.

By 8 p.m. the crossing was effected and shortly after the assembly polnt was bk B
reached. o

The long-delay in reaching the rendez-vous was primarily attributed to the | :hff
temporary loss of MT. ST.QUENTIN earlier in the afternoon. From the heights of that A
place enemy obgervers were able to get dirsct observation upon the approaches of A
thet part of the Canal rumning about the OMNICOURT Peninsula and intense shell | 5.
fire on the bridge and’its surroundings was the result. |

Only two casualtles were received throughtout the iiﬁsz

1. |

Up t1ll midnight active preparations were being isekem—Fer the assault at La
dawvm in the morning. . | G,

. D, D. & L., London, E.C. = L A =
(Arozifi) Wt Ws3z00/P713 750,000 2/18 Boh. 82 Forms/C2118/16, < -y -
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FIFTY s FOURTH # BAT TALTON.

>

. }GUPY-EE“.- 7o -LS:.

-l.“li"il.’ll".""l"li'li'l'lll"illllll'l‘lli.iill‘ 1“

Eafl—]—lﬂpn "N
' ShEB‘t.-SED. Selle BPEGII'LL Bf!.TTﬂlJIOﬁ O e NOe AR -4-.8-'1?4.
1/20,000.
le K D NV Ee= The Battalion will move on night 4th/5the inste, From
SteVASTe to CARDONNETTE.
e OBQEE 9 H-Qrfj-, "ﬂ."} B; G’ and il GG}TEi, Rear Guard Tr&.ﬂspﬂrt-
MARCH. - Intervel of 100 yards to be observed betwreen Coyse., and between
tp" Coy., and Transport. Ihe rear platoon of "D" Coy., will
be detailed asv Rear Guard. The 0«.Cs Rear Guard is respongible
that all men of the Battalion arrive at destination.
3¢ RO U T Ee~ VAUX- COISY- CARDONNETTE.
%o E 8 Se- Battke Order with blanket and ground sheet rolled over
- rirht shoulder and under lef't arme.
O« ANTI-ATIR- The usual precautions are to be laken againgt attack

Go

CRAFT PRE- by enemy air-craft, and 2 A.A.Guns are to mounted on Forward
CAUTIONS. - vehicle: ol Transporte Le.Ge. Officer to arrange.

}COVEKEN

& Vovement on route and in new area to be reduced to an

OBSEEVLTfaﬁ.— gbsolute mininune

T7e¢e DU M Po- Only necessary mobilisation and specialists Ctores, Selesdh
- and Lewis Guns- 28 magazines per gun- to be carried by Transpor:
Jfficers valisese must be reduced below authoriged welght
or dumped. Dumps will be Tformed Dy Qels at VAUX. Guard to
be detailed later by Battalion Headguariers. |
gfficers vaelises, packs, surplue kite, stores &tg., will
be dmpﬁd- at EIEEblEQlBF}j near “E“ Cﬂmpﬂ.n"j HthEl, b}" 1. SO-P.E:
to-daye |
-B. NUCLEUS. - Nucleus will be accomodated at BGILdE-HHY and will
proceed *by march route on night 4th/5th. inste, They will
fall in near "B" Company Headquarters at R« 25.pems and be
ready to move off at 8¢50.peH. Oapte.C.E.Shaw will be in
chargees ‘
DRESS.- Battle Order with blanket and ground sheet
rolled over right shoulder and under left arm .
DUl P.- OIficers valligsesn, p&qka, suypius kit, stores etc,
will be dumped at BE.Z22.D.20.85. near "B" PGoy. Harese by leO.Deme
T.0. will arrange Trsnsport to BOI-de-¥AT.
fgoued to Copy HO.
"jlll“'cﬂyillllllll 11
E " # o 8 & & % & & @ :‘?-- :
G " g # % & 8 8 ® AN El-
D o & &8 8 & 8 % % 88 4-
hl-litl& T.Qii:ri S : .
GﬂEiEBj tnﬂ_::_--- K.
O|O-lllii-i"l 6 / ,/ M"
l4theAeTeBdeee 7o A P
War Diaryessss 8;9,& 100 - Lieutss& A/AAJt
Filﬁ-ﬂ'-ttllqii 1]- 54'&1- Bﬂ.ttﬂliﬂ Il e Le Il Fi

J -
W

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO0/7401



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1007401
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‘26: | ) .mmw ¥
Py ¥s % 1 2 TALI O N “"‘ﬂ.."
*q » #Jdﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂnﬁnﬁﬂﬂﬂ—#-ﬂ-ﬁ-&-ﬁﬂﬂ-‘ﬂ-ﬁﬂ
Meat g .
/40000« OPIDATION ORDER NC €96 | a/h/m._
-‘ﬂﬁ‘-‘h--*-ﬁﬂ-#-*m-‘“m-‘-‘---‘-#‘-"--““m*-ﬁﬁ—--ﬂ_“‘“‘ ---------- e e
e Ihe Batislion lepr G sad O Coysme will move “n night
atn/eth 1mt. trw CIEDOBIEITY $0 Bivounos « Jp7ette and €5 Te1Tene
He e tte
o | Jrdey of mereh will be fe

Helep "D" Coyey "A" Covep Besy Guerd, Tramenorte

Intervaile of P02 yarde to %o she ryed batveen U0Yee,
nad petreen "A* Coye and tm-gom HesA of eolumn vill pras Uross
Epads Jellege?e?e 2t O panme "A™ Coye to-sudiply Reay Cuard of ome
vlatoons %0 Jels llesy Guam 15 repponsible m;t all men avrrige at

deatination. |

Te “ouss 1o b‘ ﬁkﬂ - fror G'.l'!.h?“’a roed to
ALLOAVILLE to mﬁ.st-ls.nﬁom to DAOURC Reilway Stwme thenos to
Bivousces :

4, siesuteCeUpfold »ith gulde from lNelennd ome mu. per
Uoye will meet Ostisliom on arrivel at BAJURS Railway Bﬂu. Due e
Centyrale

B Drecs - Bottle order »ith Bleaket ~ad sroumd shest
rellad over right shoulder 2ud under laft nree “teel helmate #1ll
LE VOrNe ,

fe dagh toye unmtum-munmmutm
positiones Coye Cunmmenders o arrimges

~ Hovemsnt in wmew ares to be radue~d to abeoluts
sinimues. |

Te wobilization and Opeoialist stores, Seisde end L-w.\-_

Suae « 78 magazinss per gum - to He oarried om trensports On
arrivel in forrard ares each zmsm will be fsstied with axtra hnndol.
1or Sebels snd ¢ Domboe Ei1fle Grefadiere w»ill oapry & Kifle

- Uremadas.

fle Ge¥a will motify locetion of astore and tyamanort
iimnes tmmatintely on arrival in new arece Odokers vill Temaim st
sraasport liness Hations will De takem forwerd to Battalion fyom
Ge¥a gtoTee Oel'e m :‘mwrl'. Offlcer to mc negennnry nrw-

mant e
Pe - ACXEOWL BDG B
m LisuteA/AdLs

ioeusd 10 e Qopy HOe $- Pottalinn z2.Tele
"s® Cove Ts
D" Gove Ne
GellafialeTs Tu
Copine totle
Cels e
148h Aeleitdes Ko -
Rar Dierye. E.T.ﬁiﬂl Ve
Filoe De Af
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OPERATION ORDER NO. 30 7/8/15

Jo=0rdination of tattle Instructions os.l to 4 inclusive
by 14th Auet. Inf, Brigade.

i — e e S — S —— . — i — T —— i — i —— i — R — =

GENERAL IDEA

TNTENTION, The Australian Corps is to attack from VILLERS
BRETTONNEUX - CHULNES rallway. exclusive to the river SOMLE.
The Bth Australisn Division will attack and
consoildate the l1ine from Qe3C,c. to ",16s28, and exploit
the o0ld G.H«Qs Line from R.2B5.Cs 10O V.nﬁ.b-
The 8th.Aust.Inf.tgde. will be on the left and
the 15th Auste.Inf.Bgde, on the right of the itivisional front.
14th luste.Inf.Bdge.wlll be In Reserve.
- ZERO hour will be plus 15 minutes.

INSTRUCTIONS On "Z" day ZERO plus 15 minutes the Brigade will
agssexble on tha Road running North and South through
Oilﬁuﬂu and b.

The 58th Battalion will be on the right and the
55th on the left,and tihe E4th Bne. in support of the
66th “n. and the 53rd, in support of the 655th bBn,

-Following the 56th Bne the b4t 'm, will move 1O
the 8tart line - DANANA SWITCH, The move will be in
column of route in order = H.Q.,A«BsU & D Coys,

Rate of movement one mile per hour, arriving on
the Start Point about ZERO plus 4 hourse. .

Lﬂaatian of Brigade H.Q.'will be =~—==e==t0,24,Ce

. ' .”ﬂt+ﬂliﬂn H-Ql " D - - - 0.56-‘.80 6;

For disvositions see attached akotuh.'AF |

"Z" day and ZFERP hour will be notifiled varbatlr
to Coy. Commanders.,

The Battalion is at the disposal of the G.0.C,
Brigade and from Start Point may be required to :-
(a) ieconnoltre and occupy VARFUSFL-ABLANCOURT area.
Sb; Reconnoitre and consolidate BAYONVILLERS areca.
=Rgoonnoitre Counter attack &b any point or to a flenk

ABHIHIﬁEEéEI?E INSTRUCTIONS

EQUIPMENT, Extra to Battle Instructions the following will
be carried on the mang-
4L pecond water bottle filled.
An extra Iron Ration. -
A bandolier, 60 rounde S.4.A.
Two o, 306 Grenades,
Gna tin disc for aeroplane coniact signalling,
One areoplane contact flare,
Two sandbags.
veter proof sheets aond blankets will be carried roliied.

TRANSPORT Each company wlll have two pack mulees attached
ARRANGEMENTS carrying S.,A,A.
The 8ignalling eand lMedical Officers will each
heve a pack mule carrying their respective equipment.
Fne H.Q, willl have two pack mules carrying S.A.A.
and 2 pack mules carrying Light Be¥e ammunition and bonbs
Pack anlmals complete will be handed oyer by T.0,
at an hour to be notified later,
Remainder of Bn, transport with full aﬁhﬁlan will

HOVRr¥8:0atfegs LR TE2PuPENBRCEAREHats A, an hour O be

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7401
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Tpransport will b held 1in readiness TO move at = r:i _
20 minutes notlce. -
A hot cooked meal will be served at ZERO minus one
houre Field Xitcheng and Water Carts will be helid in
readiness to move forward at about ZERO plus 12 hours to
sunken road at ".2%.C. One man from Transport willl move
with Hatialion H.Qy as liaisonwith satialion transport.

'ONSERVATION Oowing to the probable difficulty of moving transport
¥ WATER AND forward Rations and Vater cerried on the men should be
'RON RATIONS used very ﬂparingly.

ANTI=ATRCRAFT |
PRECAUTIONS The usual procautiong will he taken agailnst
| attack by ehemy zircraft whilst &n route and whilst
waitinz in Reserve trenches.
4t least two zuns per Company will be mounted
for A,A, Durroses, The usual tondency on the part
af men to move about in an endesvour to view the
operations should be suppress=ed particularly whan
in occupatton of Trench synﬁama.
JIGNALLING - 8ignalling to airﬁrﬁrt ia done only hy troops
TO AIRCRAFT occupying most advanced positions,
JIRE CUTTERS | | wour wire cutters will be garried by each .
Oompany for passage of entanglemente,
rurther orders will be issued in the form .
of Battile Instructicns.
Tasued t0e GQEE HOe
"an |
im0 > /
npe oo o ,7,/ ,.’{
o i 4, - / Lz--?ia,mw o Elaut.
QeMo2To00 Be i for Major
T/Commanding 54th Battallon
Coples to
14th A.I.Bgde o 7
War Dlary 7/8/9 | %ﬁ‘
File 10 | il
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CO0ODES.,
Divisional H.Q. LEGI.
Sth A“.Eti Int, Bde. RUFA.
14th Aust. Inf. Bde. RUJO,
54th Battalion. GOME ,
55th Battalion. GOWE .
56th Battalion. GORE .
18th Aust, Inf. Bde. RUZO.
14th Auste. Fleld Ambulance. JAZU.
Companies. CAiL.

"An OVe. AXLE, Eﬁa-

"B“ " BRAKE ., Bed.

"’Un " GARTI UBﬂ.-

“D“ " DAWN . Dﬂd-

POPHAM PANEL,

54th Battalion. oX.

§8rd Battalion. OW.

656th Battalion. 0Y.

56th Battalion. 0Z.
"S.0.8% Green, Green, Green.

"Success" White, White, White.

6th Canadian Bda.; RURO,
27th Battalion. GORU.

RCDIGT007401
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-
SECRET, AUSTRALIAN IMPERTIAL FORCE. Copy NOecevee-

FIFTY FOURTH BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NO. S3.

In reference to Battle Order Bo. 32 para. 6. action of

ond Auste Division in centre sector.
The 14th Aust. Inf. Bde. has now been allotted as Reserve

to the 2nd Auste Division.
The 54th Battalion remains in Support to 56th Bn. and
mast be in readiness to move at short notloecs.

Igsued on 9/8/18 at 5.50 p.m.

Copy No. 1 "A" pass to "B" for / |
2 "D" pass to "CO" A Lieut.&.A/Adjt.
3 File. T /Commending B4th Battalion A.T.F.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7401



. = o y Yy
SECRET, AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL Féﬁﬂ? ':*/NDI)(? Copy Wo. 5., .57
O(;2 PIFTY FOURTH BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NO.31. 13/8/1s.

QU A
Ref Map. 1/40000, Parts od 62D, 620, 66E, 66D.

R e P
e ® i r—

= B SR el — — S —— S —
E =2 —_— R S et o wemm g

T T el iy i L — Bl e e pe—— =

le The 54th Battalion will move from present location to
E.10, and 11 in the vicinity of OAIX today 13th August.

2e (a) Order of march.- B.H.Q.
, "A" Coy.
HBH n
non L]
ipn n
| Transport.
(b) The Bn, will be fallen in on Coy. Grounds and be ready to move
at 10,45 a.m, Bn. will move to pass Bde. Starting Point - cross
roads O.24.a. - in rear of 5sth Bn.

(¢c) Route will be notified later.

Se Lieut.X.N.Wark and 4 Other Ranka will act as guides and
proceed to rendezvous to be notified later where they will meet Bn.
and guide them to bivouacs.

4, Distances will be maintained in accordance with Fourth Army
Standing Orders.
Se Bn. will move complete. Lewls guns, bombs, S.0.S. signals

and sandbags will be carried in limbers. On arrival at bivouacs these
will be 1lssued together with extra 50 rounds S.A.A.

Be Q.M. to arrange hot meal on arrival at bivouacs.
7. ACKNOWLEDGE.

Isgued to := Copy No :=-

A Cov. 1,

B * 2e

o * 3. Lieut.A/Adjt.

D " 4. 54th Bﬂ-ttﬂlim ‘..I-F-
QeMoZoTo0, Se

Gngias to. i

L
14th A.I.Bde. 7e
War DIH-I'F- 8.0.%210,
File. 11,
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SEORET., AUSTRALIAN IMPERTAL FORGE\F PIZX Di&g Copy no.ﬁ'.i -

. OR9
Ref. Map; FIFTY PFOURTEHE BATTALTION,
62D,620, TSR R A A R AR S T S A R R S R 2R A S N S B SR I S S S
66E,66D, '
OPERATION ORDER XO. 32, 14ifs/18.
e e S Pt St S S D e T S e e e e e e e e e i e e e B e s e S S e o ST e —_—== = = — —
l. The 54th Auet, Inf. Battalion wlll move from present
location to & forward asﬂambly posidion in F.10. and.ll on night 14th/
15th inst.
2e (a) Order of march will be same as for 13th inst. the ﬂ'

o4th Bn. taking position in ¢olumm in rear of 55th Bn.
(b) Brigade Starting Paint Station E.l2.c.0.0.
(c¢) Battalion " E.1l1,C,90,60, approxs

Times of passing starting point will be notified Imik
later.,
. (d) Companies will mareh at 100 yards lﬁstance.

Battalions . 288
(e) In the event of all troops not being in position by
daylight it will be necessaryf for the remainder to teke cover and

inflltrate to their positions.

Se - Route -~ from present position via Luce Valley to cross roads
F.lE.d.ﬁ.&. - thence cross roads F.,16.2.3.5. to new bivouacs,

4, Movement in new positione must be reduced to
absolute minimum as the area 1is upen.to enemny observation.

Se .AJA. bombs and geandbags will be 1ssued before
moving from present pnaitinn. Lewis Gune, plcks and shovels will be
taken forward in limbers. Blankets will be rolled in bundles 03'20
and stacked near Q.M. store, 1 hour before moving off.

6. Q.¥, will arrﬁnge for hot tea to be served before
moving off,
7 e ACEKENOWLEDGE.,
ITesued to - Copy No.
_ /& /’ e
"ge Gny. 1P (L Lieut.&.A/Adjt.
"B" Coy. Se th Battalion A.I.F.
"C" Coy. Se
"D" Coy. 4,
QeMo&eT 0. - S.
Coples to0 :-
C.C. 6.
14th A.I.Bde., Gy
War Diery. 8t0l10.
Flle 11.
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Ree Map. : '
@oooo( HARBONWIERES )OPERATIOH onnmn NO. 55. 14/8/18.
1. M'. a ‘l:.:lma and da.te to be nnt.ifiad 1&1.5:' the 1l4th

Aust. Inf. Bde. will carry out an attack on the enemy positions and
between bounderies and with objectives as already shown to Coy. Cmmdrs.
The distribution for the attack will be i~

18t D'b;lant.i.?a. Line right. 56th Battalion,
"BROWN LINET. Line left., 55th Battalion.
2nd Objectlve. Line right. 54th Battallon.
"GREEN LINE" . Line left. 53rd Battalion.

The 15th Aust. Inf. Bde. will be operating on Bde.
left, a Canadian Bde. on Bde. right and 8th Aust. Inf. Bde. will be held

in Divislonal Reserve,
The atteck will be assisted by t.tmkn and each Bn.

will have one M.G.Section and a section of Artillery (2gums) nttachad.

2e | The method of attack wlll be -

Two Battalione on an approximate frontage of 7850 yards per Bn.
each to capture, mop up and consclidate each objective and the inter-
vening ground, the GREEN LINE battalions lefp-frogging at the first
objective. On arrival at second objective battalions will push forward
and exploit enemy country to a distance of about one mille, :

e On day of attack batteslione attacking first object-
| ive will form up on starting line rumnming from Sqe¢ Acl4eCeEBce0e=AeBeb4.0,
~Ae2ebe0.0,, the battallions attacking second objectlive forming up 200
yards behind and parallel with starting line. Tapes will be lald by

Engineer Coye. at these places.

4o Further orders will be issued in the form of Battle

Instructions., Particulars of barrage and intentlons wlth regard to smoke
screens will bef issued with 54th Battalion Battle Instructionms.

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS.

1. Extra tc Battle Instruetione the following will be

carried on the man :-
Seccond water bottle fillled.
An extrs Iron Ration. -
Extra bandolier - 50 rounds S.A.A.
2 No. 36 Grenades,
1 tin disc for Aercoplane Comtact Signaliing.
1 Aerpplane Contect Flare.
2 sahdbags.

Four ﬂra cutters per Coy. wlll be carried for pasgsage
of ent@lg€lements. -

Se Rations and water carried on the man should be used
very speringly owing to the probable difficulty of moving tmnapnrt
forwardl |

3. A hot cooked meal will be served at ZERO minus 2 hours
Trensport will be held in readiness to move forward at 30 minutee
notice, '

"A" Coy. e C.B. 6. ?

i - i 2. 14th A.I.Bde. 7. | ; [('f p

i 3. War Diary. 8/10.ff/tuarM Lieut.&.A/AdjtL
“D“ . 4, File. c i (8 M'Eh Battelion A.I.F.

QeM.&.T.O0, 5=

-~

— . = o - - ¢ - ——
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54th BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NO. 34. 15/8/18.

1e The 54th A.I.Battalion will move from present
location to poslition to be selected in Q.20.b. an.night 15th/16th

Aug‘l.lﬂ‘h .

2e (ay Order of March will be ;-
B.H.Q.
: "Ar Coy.
npn n
Hc!‘ L]
HD. "

Portion of Transport detalled below.amé Coy. Cookers
will march with and behind Companles. _

(b) Battalion starting point will be notified later.
Ea] . Time of séariing passing starting point 9.30 p.m.
d Companles will merch at 100 yards distance.

3, | Lieut. K. N.Wark will proceed fopward to recommoitre
route.

4, Companies will move wilith Box Respirator at the Alert
Position Q.20.b. is reported to be heavily bombed and gassed and
every precaution will be taken to prevent casualties.

Se Usual A.A. precautions will be taken on arrival $a
at new poslition.

8. Sandbags & Lewls Guns, extra bandolier S.A.A., extra 2 bombs per
man,/B.0.R. records,and blanketsq rolled in bundles of 20 per
bundle, will be stacked at transport lines not later than 8 p.m.

to be pluued.nn.limberﬁ.

7e Transport Officer will arrange for 4 Coy. Cookers, 2
Water Carts, 2 Lewia Gun Limbers, Mess Cart and extra necessary
transport to cart blankets etc, to proceed with columm. Remainder
of transport will proceed to pﬂaitian in P.17. and P.23. tomorrow
16th inst. Exact location of transport lines to be notified to

B.H.Q. when selected.
8. ACKNOWLEDGE,

Issued to. Copy Ho-
A Coye. le
B " 2e

: o/
p * . 4. ﬂﬂut Liaut.ﬁ..&/ﬁ.djt.
QeMo%.T,0, Se 5 S4th Battalion A.I.F.
Copies to :=-

Cc.0B. 6.

14th A,I.Bde. 7.

War Disry. 8/9/10

File. 11.
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5 ThE Mth B‘A‘T‘i‘“KL‘I—"m TPER.&I“TTGH ORDER NO S

v e

”16813

,_ _.-Z,“'*".'" | ' Tha Réth Battelion will ralia'va the 6th Dorseis {Ltmali}
J#Hheldon) in b-ttolion right reserve sector Q.30.d, = Q-ﬂ"ﬂ*b?‘ i
ReBleBle~ R.ﬂﬂ;a & Co= erm&»thg:’: mﬁht lﬂth/“ﬁ Avgust.

155 »

ﬁn T. mw ﬂ' "ﬁh MI‘HBtEi
e =" -:1-_I' = "'I !, "J’i 1 Sl e A i‘
i h T A e """E'* Bﬂ m{; in aamga with

ingtruetions iscued ‘&t moon t
4'..' . Detaile af m1 of will ¥ nrma ‘between Coy. Ommdrs.

‘goncerned, who will make pvovision fnr guldes and advance 'p&:r.'t:l.uu to

oceed forward snd trke dver. -

Be re Blankete =nd waterproof shects, oxtra bandoller .A.A., |

Sl m 2 bombe per men will be carried on the man. Lewis sune will be o

| ged i 1m far tmnapﬂrt. |

My 'tr@ it a.ja

g — |_|.

.- | e !m "?t 1- ove 1N0eE anC ‘*1:'“:‘“

y - e '!raml’; stores, trench ahnltara defanﬁa gohemes, mMaps,

aerial phnotograrhs and sall "information relating to sectors will be

tﬂtm over and receipts forwarded to Bn. H.Q. Certificates that all
a. dug-outs and treneh shelter positions have besn taken over

oughly clean and ganitary condlition will be forwarded to Ens

Tﬂ mﬁiﬂm‘baa will be forwarded .within 6 hours of

m‘lief. | make arrsngements with regardy to rations, _ﬁuy. |
Cookers, watar "-j art, +Cs cart and Lewls gun limbers
will move famm .= o ocoupied., Location of tmnspart

. 31

1ines will be aamaﬁ m hours of relief.

—
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26 pIFTY FOURTH BATTALION PROVIBIONAL DEFENCE SOE

Ref. Ha.p 1/40000 nmmxms.

o maE m i e i de— e =} LR ]
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1. DISPOSITIONS. The 1l4th Brigade is holding the Line Right of
Divisional Sector, wlth 2 battalions in Front Line System
and 2 in Researve,

The 54th Battallion 1s the Right Reserve Battallion
and supports the Right Line Battalion (56th Bn.)

The 53rd Battallon 1s on our E&ght supporting the
Lsft Line Battalion (55th Bn.)

- The Battalion is on our right supporting the
Left Line Battalion of the Brigade om our right.

The 54th Battalion is astride the main AMIENS-
FOUCACOURT road along the PROYART-FRAMERVILLE road.

An agressive policy of offensive-defensive is to
be adopted with a view to further advance. The enemy is
believed to be preparing to wlthdraw beyond the Somme and
the closest observatlion and touch is belng malntalned by our
advanced wunits, It is unlikely that the enemy may attack but
he may be encouraged to do so in lines advantageous to our
general forward movement. PROYART may therefore be regarded e
ag the site of a probable enemy pocket on which we may be
required to dewelop a counter attack. That area of the BROWN
linﬂ defences just forward of the PROYART road in squares

268-27 and at present occupled by the Reserve Coy. of the
Right Line Battalion plus machine guns would have to be held
at all coats and this battalion must be ready to move to this

task at 10 minutes notice.

2 LOCATIONS. 14th Bdee HeQesevveooooeosecosseQeB50eC.50450,
55?& Eattﬂliﬂninilinint--tttl-llailgiﬂi‘5-25i
Mth Batt-a.lion.-.i.....--.-.....Q.Eﬂ.d.ﬁﬂ.dﬂﬁ
55th Battalion.eeescscsssccccesceRelTe0el10655,
5ﬁﬁh B&tt&liﬂﬂ---------.---:---i&agﬁnﬁnaﬂison
Right Line Uﬂy-H-Q- 56th~Bﬂit!lIliEéiu*80 50,

Left = Re286¢:.00,60,
Right Eupport cay'ﬂ.q...........

Left W eeceesssRe26,4.50.,W0.
"A" Coy. 54th Bn.(Left forward) R.26§b.350.20,
*B* Coy. " (Left support) Qe30.d.80,80,
"c® Qoy. * (Right Support)Qe38.b.70.50.
"D* Coy. ° (Right forward)R.32.h,%0.90,

%e¢ AOTION IN CASE | In the event of enemy attack the battalion may

OF ATTACK. be required to :=-

(a) Suiﬁgrt the Right Line Battalion or units on its
fl Be

(b) Counter attack forward or to a flank in co-oper-
ation with another unit or independently.

(¢) Defend the BROWN line (under construction along
the PROYART-FRAMERVILLE road approximately.

In the event of forward movement beibg ordered the

following would be the normal procedure -

Front Coys. would move to positiond to be indicated.

Rear Coys. would move to posltions wvacated by forward

Companies.

Battalion E.Q. would move to H.Q. vacated by Left

Forward Company---=-R.268,0,30,20.

4, RECONNAISSANCE, Movement and reconnaissance forward of the
BROWN line by daylight is not to be encouraged but
much can be done with Field Glasses and Compass to
goet the loocations forward. Reconnalssance can then be
completed by night. Officers reconnoidring by day
should wear private's uniform with badges of rank
covered. Maps should be examined only under c¢over and
carried in pockets when moving under enemy observatlo
n
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5, COMMUNICATIONS. Telephone to Brigade H.Q., all Companies and
to forwerd and flank battelions, through Brigade.
Visual tovCompanles.

Sfovwa vrd,

6. SUPPLY. Stores, rations and water are conveyed direct

to companies at night by Battallon Tranaport.
Cooking is done on open fires under shelters

in company trench sectors.
Water is drawn by water carts at QeB30eCedeTe

Rear battalion and Transport Lines and Q.M. Store are
located at Q.20+8.8+2.(Lena Wood)

7. WORKS POLICY, The development of the area is progressing in
the following order of lmportance &=

() Digging and wiring BROWN line defences.
(b Oonstruction of Gas Froof Shelters.

(c Construction and improvement of accommodation.

(d) Wiring of old trench system through squsres
Re25e&e®le

(e) Oomstruction of dug-outs at R.26.d. and
Qe30ed.

(£} Salvage, burials and clearance of area.

8. ACKNOWLEDGE.

Issued to :- Copy No ¢-

"A" Ooy. 1.

wpe = e

llcﬂ " 5. ‘ ‘

wp* * | 4, Lieut.&.8/Ad]t.
QtH-&-Tigr De 54th Bﬂttﬂnlim A.I.F-
Ooples to =

0'01 6‘

14th A.I.Bde. 7e
58th Battalion. 8.
War Diary. 9.10.11.
Fils. 12
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54th BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NO. 35, -~ 21/8/18. .a”#f |

=

1,

4.

7o

e

10,

Igeyed.ta :- A. Coy. Copy No.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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The 54th, Battalion will be relieved by the 8th,
Bgttalion in Right reserve , during night

21st/22nd, August .

| - oecupy
The 8th, Battallion will ;llu-in=:li£--i;)ortiﬂn

of the trench system at present escupied by the

Detalls of Company rellefs will be arranged ha:h"m
Company Commanders soneermed . _

The usual Handing Over Statements, together with
esortificates that all trenches, Trench shelter
positions and dugouts have been sprayed with a 5%
solution of coreosol and handed over in a oclean
and sanlitary econdltion , will be forwarded to the
Battalion H.Q. within 6 hours of completion of
relief .

On relief, Companies will move independently to a
poing to be notified later, where they will meet
Company guldes who will gulide them into positions
to be ocoupisd iIn vieinity of Q. 13. 6. 4.4

Route will be selected during the day . Companies
will move in small parties and every precaution must be
taken to avoid casaultles °*

Eleut. K. N. Wark and one gulde from each Company
and Headquarters will proceed to Rear Brigade H.Q.
Qe 15, 0. 404. 8t © 9 am, 218t. ingt, for ingtructions
regarding area to be occupled .

Lewls Guns , blankets rolled in bundles of 20 per,
bundle, and cooks gear will be scarried on limbers .
Blankets willl be earried on limbers. Blankets and
all cooks gear wlll be dumped at B.,H.Q. &as early as
possible, and Lewilis Gunsg on completlion of Company relief

A, &8 D. Qompanies will carry Lewls as far back as

n Battalion H.Q., where they wlll be pleked up by limber,

Extra bandolier S.A.A. Sandbags, and bombg issued will
be dumped and handed over te relief, Ground flares will
be ecarried .

Transport officer will arrange for ome limber to

poceed to A Company H.Q. to collect A & D Dboys spare
geare.

Q.M. willl arrange for hot meal to be served on
arrival in mew area.

Completion of relief will be notified B.H.Qe. by
wire "Your G2 received".

B4th., Battalion H.Q. will g¢lose at present location
on completion of relief and open at a locatlion to be
notified later at same time,

ACGENOWLEDGE .

Lt. & A/Adjt.
Bé'th. BI'.'I.. ‘.-I.F

1 cCopies to:= 0,0 6
B. Goy. Copy No. 2 6th. Bn,
‘Ce COYy oo Noes B - 14the8I Bde 8
B& oo oo No, 4 W giary 9 10 11
QH TO *e e e 5 Filﬂ 13

L]
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Intelligence Report to 8 am, 17/8/18 :-

1/2 §il,
3 Enemy shelled areas R2p & BR26 intermittently during the night
with 77's about 150 in all , Occasional shells fell in
vicinity of Q30 4. & R25 c.
4/5 Nil, |
6 (a) Hostile bombing 'planes active during early night chiefly
along maln East - West Road.
7/9 Nil,
* 10 (d) |©Night was eieudy clear but slightly cloudy early morning .
(e) Battalions relieved 6th. Dorset Regiment without incldent
in Support Battalion area.
; f Battalion H.Q. Q 30 d 50=-25,

Intelllgence Report to 6 am, 18/8/18:-
1/2 Nil,

3 (a) Enemy shelled dump in R25 & R26 consistently with 5.9's
during the day , but in late aftermoon shelling decreased .
Scattered ghelling during period over Battalion area with
77's mainly in viecinity of Main Road through R25 & R26 ,
Q 30 d & Framerville - Proyart Road , Proyart shelled with
5,9's during the period .

4/% Nil,
é Eneny alrcraft was inactive.
7/8/9 Nil,
10 (d) Vieibility during the day was poor owing to haze and dust

Night cloudy and dark 4, but sky cleared about Sam,

e Ei3, Company in vicinity of Proyart now located in
R 32 ae Sﬁ?tnh.to follow .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1007401



54th, Battalion A4.I. ¥

262 Intelligence Report to 6am, 19/8/18 5:- %iﬂ
APPENDIX5 2
1/2 Nil, S
) Enemy sghelling on PROYART with 5.,9's was continuous during
period, Dump in R26 & Refinery were shelled with shells of
about 8" calibre . R26 a was shelled during the night with
5.9's at half hour intervals . A few 77's were also fired on the
sres during pericd ,(scattered),
4/5 Nile

é Enemy eircraft was inactive during the day until late after-
noon when three F.A. crossed our lines and brought down an
obgervation balloon ., Bombing machines were active during the
night but in rear areas mainly . .

Te Smoke seen from gmall fire near Rj6 4 3-5

(¢) A few men seen moving in R22 a 3pme also a waggon moving
through same place at 4 pm,
8/9 Nil. .
10 (b) Enemy balloon on TB 72 from R26 ¢ W9
(d) Vieibility wae falr during the daye.

11 Nile
Intelligence Raport to 6 an. 20[8(18

1/2 Nile

& Enemy artillery was fairly active on area during periocd ,
fire with field guns increasing . Q30 ¢ was shelled throughout
the day with 8" H,E. about 70 shells in all , Shelling on
PROYART decreased . Nill in R26 d shelled at intervels during
the day with 77's & 5.9's o Dump in R26 was shelled with 77'8
% 5.9'8 during the morning but fire decreased during afternoon
until 5 pm. when it was again heavlily shelled , 6 pm, E-W
Road shelled with 4.2's , 40 searching fire . At 10,10 am, &
barrege was put down with 77's for 20 minutes between PROYART
& FRAMERVILLE apparently on S.0.8. lines o Q30 d shelled
intermittently during the night with 7»n's about 50 rounds ,

A fow gas shells at 2,30 am, in R 27.

2/5 Nil,
g 6 Enemy plenes attempted to ocrose our lines at various times
during the morning but were driven off by A.A fire,
7/8/9 Nile
10 fd) Vigibility was only fair during the day owing to the haze
Night dark and cloudy .
11 One Company moved from North of E - W Road to South of it

as per nmew disirxibution sketch forwarded.

W_
Intelligence Report to 6 sm. 21/8/18.

1/2 Nil,

/5 Hostile artillery was normelly active during the da¥y period
the Bump in R26 receiving most attention . This was set on fire
at 9,30 am. &and burnt throughout the day . PROYART . Small
Station in R20 d, & LA FLAGUE , Mill received usuael attention .
Shelling during the night showed decrease over usual shelling

4/5 Nil,
6 Hogtile aircraft were normally active during the day
y Bombing plenes active in rear areas during the night
7/9 Nil,
10 Vigibility was fair during the day . Fog came over at
2 am, and settled down thickly sbout 3 am., ‘
11 Nil,

(signed) K.N.Wark Lieut.

Intelligence Offlcer
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Ref, Map 62D, S.E. 1/20000 23[8{18
1e (a) - The 54th. Battalion will move to area in old

Trench System previously occupled by B & C Companies
in Q30b & d and Q36b, on night 22/23 August. A & B
Companies will be on the Northernm and C & D on the
Southerh side of the road, HQe. in the same position
ag before .

(b) A & D Comranies will move at 1 am. B & C at
1.50 Allie HQ- at 1-4_-5 an,

2e Lieut. K.N.Wark and @ 1 guide per company will
proceed forward to reconnoltre areas o be occupled .
Guldee will meet Companlies at rendezvous Q30¢ B50=40
to gulde them into position.

¢ && Lewls guns and Megazines wlll be carried on the
mane Blankets will be rolled in bundles of 20 per
bundle and dumped at B.H.Q. Extra bandoller S&lA.A
will be carried on limbers and issued immediately on
afival in new area. Trench shelters and spare gear
will be dumped at B.H.Q. under a guard , Q.M. will
arrange to return trench shelters to Rear Brigade H.Q.
on morning 23rd., instant,

4, - Cooking arrangements and suprly of rationd
will be the same as when previously occupying thils
trench system. Q.M. will arrange accordingly .

De Pack mulese will be sent forward to a place toc B £
be notified later where they will remain pending
further instructions .,

8. Companies will notify B.H.Q. by rumner on
completion of move .

7 e BeH.Qe will c¢lose at present location at 2.30 am,
and open at Q304 50-5C, at the same time.

Be ACENOWLEDGE

Issued to:- A. Company Copy No. 1

Be oo oo 2
C. . ee 3 (Eiglﬂﬂ.) R.A.Smith
Pe  on v 4 Lt.& A/Adjt
QM.& TO. e 5 : -
Copy to:- GC.0. oo 6 54th, Battalion A.l.F.
14th.A.I.Bge .. 7
War Dlary . 8.9.80
File -3 11
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