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Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 1L INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. 9., |
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& ol il | Tomarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information mf;:n:eg@m
‘ . e , e | Appendices
WAUROY Octoper At 1 a.m. instructions were received from the Brigadisr over the 'phone that the Battalioh h
| 1sit would co-operate in an attack upon an allotted frontage lying North of NAUROY (see ApPP.1) '

Thig wee immediately confirmed by wire; Company Commanders and Specialist Officers were then
called to a meebing by the €.0. and after details had been discussed orders were issued for the
move and subsequent operatlon.

ZERO hour was fixed for 6 s.n.

At B a.m. Pain was still falling end showed little promise of clearing, yet shortly
afterwardes .2 slight breeze springing up cleared the sky and made the atmosphere for marching |
more favourable. The move t0 the assembly position was made Independently by Companies? r

Headquarters having the pack animals earrying technieal &nd medical gear and tools took the roa
route by way of BELLICOURT. It had been ﬂ.rrangad with the 29th Battallon that guldes were
to meet companies near the cross roade in G.10.be 3. but these failing to report to time
cauged a considerable amount of delay until a further party was furnished DYy that Battallone. I
. The route from this point was subjected to a fair amount of shelling: in places too, marching 1

| was particularly lsborious on account of the clayey mature of the ground. |
By 5.45 a.m. Companies were in position and at Zero (6 a.m.) the barrageopened; three
minutes later this lifted and the infantry assault commenced. The country lying before the
attacking troops was undulating with rising slopes and right up to the BEAUREVOIR Line hardly
any trench system of strength existed; indeed the ground afforded little scope for prolonged
defense if subjected to heavy artillery fire and little reasistance was mot the. Here and
there only, in isolated places, liachine gun posis held out, but the crews of these were elther
rapidly put out of action or taken prisoners. By 8.45.a.m. the first objective was reached
. and half an hour later report was received that the final objective was hﬁiﬁﬁ'%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁidﬂtad- |
The eagse in which the attacking troope progressed and the lack of any onomy defensgive +
measures suggested that the German retreat had been of such a precipitate nature as to mecessitpte ﬂ
a still further advance on our part 1if touch was to be kept and the best resulis obtained. FW
shortly after 8 a.m. the 56th Bdttalion on our right, following the tenks, pushed 4
throush ESTREES and covered that village by a eipcular line about its outskirts, the 54th Batlini
s in the meantime occupying the high ground runnineg from G.B8.be tO f.lece The advance 1O these J
positions brought our patrols in touch with the BEAUREVOIR Line whiech was strongly held Dby the
enemyp and where it was apparent he intend to make a stand. The topographical lay of
ESTRERS made ite occupation particularly undesirable. The village, running out like a L

1
I D. D. & L., London, E.C.
! (Afoa)) Wt Wi rt/Maegt 750000 57 Ech. 62 Forms/Ca..8/14
- '
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salient into the valley, commanded by a strong German defence system, and having practically
no flank protection would have been a dangerous point in the event of a determined counter
attack and have placed ites garrison in a very critical position. Recognliging this, Colonel
Marshall D.S.0.,%.0. at once returned to Battalion Headquarters with the intention of

advising Brigade of the situation and pointing out the necesslty of that unit withdrawlng
to the high ground in rear of the village. Before this message could be communicated however

| the following was received from Brigade :=-

| " 8th Brigade are to capture and consolidate BEAUREVOIR gystem from JONCOURT Hill to
| RSTREES-BEAUREVOIR ROAD in ASSEGAI VALLEY inc. aaa 54th and 56th Bns. are to be withdrawn

present held until assault troops of 8th Brigade pass through and will then withdraw to
regarve positions.” ,
This move was not carried out.

At 4 p.m.?égiaggpnia instructions were recelved and later confirmed:-
" Move from vosition end take over line from 15th Brigade between A.23.contral and the

intersection of present line with the following line which will be your right boundary ssa
G.28. contral - CARRET COPSE - MINT COPSE aaa 53rd Basttalion join you at A.25. central aaa
56th are being relieved by 8th Brigade and are withdrawing to Helege & Co"

Company Commanders were at once given instructions, Colonel Harshall and Lieut, Steber
| roing forward before hand to piek up the new line. It was found at this time that the
'B8th Battalion had similar orders to ourselves and comminication was a once made with 14th
Brigade HeQe and the situation reported. The C.0. was then instructsd to make arrangements
direct with 15th Brigade : the result of this was that the 54th Battalion would take over
from, the 58th Battalion after that unit had established itself. This was completed by 6 p.m.
Soon after this it was intimated that the 54th Battslion would come under the S8th Brigade for

time established at G.B.d«2.7. it being considered not worth while moving to a more central
position in view of the impending releif. The days casualties were singularly light }0fkilled

ard 28 other ranks wounded and these later mainly by our own artillery barrage.
The day was an auspicious one in the history of the Battalioh, It was only one month

previous that it had successfully encountered the enemy at PERONIE and captured that town after
o stubborn fight. Yet the two ventures afford no comparison, In the earlier operation the

_ D. D. & L.,, Lonlon, E.C,
(Az0a66) Wt\Vsgoe/I'zi3 750,000 2/15 Sch. 62 Furms/Caxis/16

|
|
into Teserve in G.Yebe & de and HelesBes& co a2za 54th and 56th Bnse. will stand fast on line at

releif that night. This releif did not take place. Headquarters of the 54th Battalion wae at tris
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AT v | fought
NAUROY Octobe enem lacing feith in his advantageous position and the strength of his defences |
(Cont.) - lit. Withy; Eiﬂlanca'unly encountered in the earlisr days of the war. This timaidamﬂraliaad with.t§a
imowledge of his vaunte@ stronghold - The HINDENBURG LINE - broken, closely followed up and |
| = placed in & tocation where effective defences were Iew, the enemy resisbance savoured very |
| | much of the small boy who finding a fight inevitable deals a Tew weak frightened blows with |
| | the fervent prayer that his entagemist will be merciful in return.

i The one difficulty met with #=m earlier in thie operation was .the qguestion of food supply,

| but the discovery that the Red Route leading from BELLICOURT to LE C TELET EARM was passable 10

| " limbers solved this. It was on this night that Capt. Hunt the Q.M. was killed. He had been lu

| - Battalion H,Q. to arrsnge the next days supply of rationsand was caught by a random shell | 1'%
| | whilet passing through BELLICOURT. Capt Hunt was and old Battalion identity and possessed |
| . characterigtics which were @amiliar to all who came within his acquanitance. His dark appesr-
ance, his twiteh of the eye, his volubility, his thoughtful moods his shrewdness and his
impetuosity, made him one of the most well knowvn officers in the Brigsade. |

' P t] 7 ] ive
ber - mxcept for oceasional shelling in the support areas the day pasesed in comparat
d. quietness, At 6 p.m. 2 wire was recelved stating that the 54th Battalion came under the

| G-E.dnﬁ.?i. Oct
| | | orders of the 7th A.I.Brigade. The C.0. was later informed that the Znd Division would pass thP®
|
I

| through our front line next morning at 8 oYclock after which the Battalion would withdraw to ‘

* s location West of VILLARET. About this time too; report came to hand that the enemy were |

| | magsing for a probable counter attack along the 5th Brigade fronts Upon this the C.0. sent out

| the following message to €0ys. -
"Following from 96th Brigade on right of 5th Brigade:=- ! |
'Ememy reported massing for probable comnter attack along front of 5th Brigade. Posts

should be warned bo be especially alert. . You are to push out protective patrols te the
! =" 1§ road running N.E. sand S.W. in A,24.b. working along the road as far as ngtskirta of

| | . i GRANDCOURT and covering your whole front. These patrols are not to be withdravm until

| attacking Battalions have passed throughe I would:'suggest that patrols be sent out abou

| 12 midnight to £ind out what they ean about the road and return., Fresh patrols could then

1 1 be sent out under guideance shortly before dawn and remain out until passed through by th

| attacking Battalion. The above patrols are to be mutally arrdnged between Coy. |

Commenders. Action in this matter must be taken immediately. Please report what gou |

| i are doing in regard to it.'" ' |

. D, D. & L., Lon.lon, E.C.
| | (A10266) Wt Ws3o0e/P713 50,000 o/is Boh, §2 Forms/Canshib

! l '

L]
PR — R — E— —— . TS - e L e N o

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG100/7403



{ ¢ | f , s 'l
) gy 1!.'
e i ]
L . !
] WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118, |
. | or : :
[ ' : ] War Diaries and Intelligence | |
e ndd T 6 Mg TorIL INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. _ | |
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages _ : ; _ i
will be prepared in manuseript. (Frase heading nol required.) | |
Place Date II Hour Summary of Events and Information s ‘ mfﬁnk:mmma
e - o : A ‘ e T e . Awnﬂlm |
GeBale2.7 0 Oﬂtﬂbﬂr | The reply to this fas forwarded by Capt, Vine Hall at 3.15,8.m., on 3rd. and was as followe:=-
(Cont. | 2ntl« . " A patrol of 6 men under Lieut. Christie has been sent out from right of Battallon line
with orders to proceed along the road to outskibts of GRANDCOURT and report back.
| Same patrol will go out again at 4 a.m. for the same purpose and will remain out
| | until attack passes through and them return. This patreol will send in a report while
| | out® |
‘ oL
G-S-dlgg?n; Dﬂtﬂbﬂr f | . : |
| Erﬁ. | At 8.5 aem, the attacking troops of a unit of a 2nd. Australian Division passed

through our front line. Shortly afterwards Companies moved independently to the rendez vous |
| in the old trench system on the high ground in rear of BELLICOURT and previously occupied on
2 | 20th & 30th September. Here a hot meal was ssrved from the cookers and a stay of about two
| hours made prior to moving to VILLARET, During this helt an oppurtunity by was taken by |
| two Hesdquarters offfcers to visit the BELLIQOURT tumnel and satisfy a curioXsity regarding the
existence of a "fhdnrlna" factory which, it was rumoured furnished irrefutable evidence of a
| ~ ghoulish undertaking. The middle entrance of the .tumnel was by means of a marrow stairway cut
| out at a stéep angle in the earth. The descent was made with the aid of pocket torches and
J candles,which gave but a feeble light in the obscurity. %E sgcéne in the tunnel may woell have
been taken from an adventure in the"Arabiamn Nights) and égﬂFE&%

e
She hémself could hardly have
wighed for o more fantastic setting. A wharf ran the whols length of the subterrenean portion of
the canal,and was lined with barges of every description. Upon these in circular groups and
around brazier fires sat parties of Australian troops who had temporarily converted these nocturnal
dwelling places into thelr homes, FPurther on and past a dangerous part of the wharf,which had
evidently been hastily blown in before the enemy retirement one came upon a new aspect . The
wharf at this palce was wider than elsewhere and geve more scope for movement in the intense
| darkness : Hany here walking with cautious steps,moved candles about over the still waters of
r | the canal endeavouring to see its depths,but a flotsam of debris on its surface covered all |
| i gecrets. It was said that a hand to hand fight had taken place nearby,and that the antagonists
| | logsing their footing had fallen into the dark waters and were seen no more, Whatever truth
there may have been in the rumour it attracted the credulous and brought many visitors to the spot. ;
The #mbtemws entrance to the alleged "@adaverf” factory was near the ST QUENTIN eniranre ;

e - it el . — L

| | _ D.P. &L, London, E.C.
| (A10266) Wt \Ws300/P713 750,000 /1> Sch, §2 Forms/Cans/it
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GeBade2e7e | OctuLar

to the Canal: after c¢limbing a few stone steps a large stone
[Cﬂnt- ) 31‘&-

the wall were two small coppers which certainly did not seenm
horrible work rumour almost ocredited. In the far cormer of
' two German soldiers partially clothed and badly mangled. The

room opened out: bullit against
large enough for the=humbIs—=wor
the room were the corpses of
coppers were half filled with

i e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

8 thick greenish substance,and in one, part of a hand protruded. Yet this could imply
anything, despite the fact that a light railway truck only a few yards away was full of the Hun @ea’
dead. What evidently id the corrcot story regarding the affair,is that a shell passing
through the wall killed the two soldiers whilst cooking and blew part of their bodles into |
the tubs. The evidence was not enough to substantiate any definite accusation that a |
corpse factory existed,although the prevalling indignation would only too readily attribute
gsuch a ghastly practice 'to the enemy on the flimsglest of facts, =

At the entrance near the room the tumnnel opens out and the canal winds around a deep]
cutting which must have demanded immense labour. |

A stone designation sladb over the tunnel entrance shows the canal was constructed
by Napoleon during the years 1802 to 1810.

The waters at this point are perfectly still and eclear, the Huns for some reason or gih
other preventing any running by building a solid concrete wall from one side to the other.

' {
The Battalion having breakfastéd began the march add VILLARET was réached at 11.30.

BeM. The area allotted to the Battalion proved to consist of an old trench system
affording scarcely any shelter to the men. Trench shelters were sonsequently drawn and !
Brﬁﬂtﬁd. - ' .

Nothing was done during the remainder of the day and the night passed by in
quietness. | |

. . DD &L, Lonlon, E.C, \
(A10266) Wt Wsson/Pyig 750,000 2fiv Sch. 82 Forms/Cants/16
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No training was carried out during the morning, the hours being devoted to
cleaming equipment and technical gear. Towards mid-day the neighbouring areas became
aatir with the movement 6f Cavalry towards the Line, Whether this was intended merely
as demonstration or not no one was able to say, but the Gavalry went up in a great hurry and
at B.p.m., in the afternoon returned in the sameé memnner.

Enemy bombing planes were active in the surrounding areas during the night, but
little damage was caused,

Orders for the move to LE MESNIL were issued to Coys. at B.a.m. (see Appendix 2 ).
Iieut .STEBER was sent to HORNOY as a forward billeting officér, and Lieut. WARK to LE MESNIL.
The march commenced at 9,350.&a.m. The weather was cool and could not have
been more favorable for marching. At 11.,50.a.m, & halt was called and the mid-day
meal eaten, By 4.30.pe.ms the LE MESNIL hutments were reached, and by 6.pem. a hot
meal had beeén issued,
Late at night it was given out that the move to HORNOY was postponed for 24 hours
and would not take place £kl the 7th instant.

Nothing of note occurred during the day.

SE‘E APandiI. . i3| - E:t t&ﬂhﬂ'd.

. T.., L { [ ' {1
Afpa:) 'I.H.t-f‘:; f&-l{?ifhi:l‘;};;l u;ﬂnm sliy Sch. 53 Forms/Ca.8]14
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TOURS=en- 8th, There was no training during the day. In many places readjustment of
VIMEU, DCTOBER, billets wae necegsary on account of thé circumstances under which the troops were ;
billeted the previous night., By 3.,p.m. this was completed, {
do. oth, The Commanding Officer was instructed during the morning that thé original
OCTOBER . intention of withdrawing the 54th Battalion as a fighting unit from the field was to be

proceeded with. The procedure of distribution of personnel however, waa(?mr
various reassons not stated Jaltered, the decision being that the 54th Battalion was to
amalgamete with the 56th Battalion with the designation 56/54th Battalion., Lieut .~Colonel
MARSHALL ¢DeSe0s,MsCe, was to command the néw unit, In order to preserve the "espirit
de corps" of the old unit and to gratify a sentiment, the men were allowed to retain their

0ld colors,
The effect of this new arrangement was entirely in contrast to the situation

| ocreated on the 23rd September, by the previous order, The latter method was recognised
| to be the best possible way in which the gquestion could be dealt with, and was unanimously |
accepted, As 2 matter of fact the altération being purely administrative, hardly

effected the men from o personal point of view, and apart from thé very necessary transfer |
of some officers to different Battalions, it was expected that everything would go on |

exactly as usual without any variations, |

do, 104h, The work of completing the Batt&lion records and making the necessary adminis-
OCTOBER . tretive preparations for "winding up" were proceeded with under the gsupeérvision of the

Assistant Adjutant (Lieut.W.J.HARRISON).

f | D. D. & L., London, E.C.
I - (Afoay) Wt Wrzrt/Mao31 750000 5§/i7 Sch. 52 Forms/Cz2118/14
j |
| |
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e - LR Ry | | - = ) 1 Appendices
TOURS~€n- 1i1zzh. At 1ll.a.m. a Battalion Parade was held and Lieut.-Colonel H.MARSHALL.D.S.O.,M.GJ
VIMEU, OCTO o officially took command of the new unit. As was expecéed no demonstration occurred ;
The work of compiling the returns progressed,
In the afternoon an amount of 35,000 francs was drawn from the Divisional
Paymaster and issued out for Company payments,
The distribution of officers to units is shown on attached list (see Appendixse) |App. F- \
| The strength of the Battalion before the"withdrawal" was as follows:- |
| Officers. Other Renks, |
With Unit, 232 358
Hospital. (in FRANCE). 1 ~
Schools, 1 7
| | Brigade Duties, - 22
| Attached 14th A.L.T.M.B. 3 10
| Seconded, 19 -
L | AUSTRALIA Leave, 4 o
| | Wounded. 2 5
| Hospital (ENGLAND), 2 -
To T.B. ENGLAND, e [
Total, 59 . 550 .
j The reorganisation of the 56 /54th Battalion under the new arrangement is as
| follows: -
| | "AM & MO" Ooys., of 54th Battalion to constitute "C",.Coys 56/54th Battalion,
| | wg" & D" Coys of B44h Battalion to constitute "D".Coy. 56 /54th Battalion.,
| Two Coys. of the old 56th Battalion were similarly peorganised,
|
| | ~
| Afao;) 1.{':'{. Is.":;-ff;';'ﬁf;;;‘;{h;g{iiﬁ s/17 Sch.52 Forms/C2.:0/14 ' | o %
i ! .
e e ——— e ————— s ettt EEmm — i o
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LIST OF APPEODICEE,

Moe Subjecths

1le Report on Operations during porliod 28%th September o Srds
Octﬂb I‘, 1'}18!

24 . Battalion Operation Ordey No.dE.together with Administrative
nstructions, | -

Ce Report on Move from LE MESNIL Arec 0 STMANLIN Area.

Lo NominAdl Roll of Offigors tranaierred,
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SECRET, | APP.,NO, -I.
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& 54TH. BATTALION, A,I.F.
a -
REPORT on OPERATIONS of 54TH.BATTALION during period 28th September to
5rd, October,1918,

10

'“ The Battalion having beén reorganised to meet the exigency of the
| situation the move to the HERVILLY Area was made on the evening of the
27th of September.
I A stay was made there on the 28th: on the evening of that
date the Brigadier called a Conference of Commanding Offiers and
Officers Commanding Specialist Units under the Brigade Command, and

after delineating the operation program dlscussed details.
- The role of the Brigade was revealed in l4th Brigade Battle

Instructions, Series "E", No,5, dated 28th September and the disposit-
ions are best outlined by questions:-
"Objectives are as follows:-
8th.Brigade Group. JONCOURT RIDGE (with exploitation to
E g LEHANCOURT RIDGE), JONCOURT HILL (inc-).
The 14th Brigade Group is to follow the 8th Brigade Group and to
be disposed in the area between NAUROY and ESTRELS, East of the
1 GREEN LINE, as support Brigade to the Diwision.
i Time of movemént will be contingént on that of the 8th Brigade,
' Relative positions of Battalions to be as follows:-
\ 54th Battalion Line Right.
55th Battalion Line Left,

with the other Battaliong of the Brigade -in support,
The 9th Corps is to attack in conjunction with and on the right

of the 30th American Division, and if successful in crossing the
Canal will move forward on the right flank of that Division,"
The move was to be made via way of the BLACK ROUTE,
The Battalion assembled and marched off at 8.50.a.m, on the

29th’
The scene on the road that morning was a mémorablé ore,

French country roads are seldom good, and this one, deép in mud with

the recent rain, pitted with shell holes, and strewn with the debris

of barbed wire and broken timber, it would have presemwted even to
ordinary traffic a problem. On this morning heavy guns forced
their way along: hegvily laden ammunition limbérs, Cavalry, Tanks and
long lines of Pack Transport: intermingled with these, often marching

in single file were the infantry. " To disturb still further the
order of things a heavy fog settled on the low ground West of BELLICOURT
and for a congiderable timeé brought movement to a standstill.

Upon reaching the high ground about G.8.d. a block occurred
on the road and the Battalion had to be sheltered in the trench system
nearby. It ie well this precaution was taken for shortly after
wards heavy fire was directed on the area from enéemy Batteries in -

' the direction of NAUROY,

At this Juncture I reconnoitred forward and finding that
fur ther progress was unlikely for somé tim® issued orders for the
trench gystem in G.8.be& 9.8+ to be occupied. This position later
cam€ under heavy shell fire and thé Battalion was moved into the
gystem of trenches South of the road (approximately G.9%9.céntral) and
Bverlooking BELLICOURT, Thege dispositions were approved by the
Brigade Major who further intimsted that the 55th Battalion would be
brought up into line on the left and that we were to remain in that
position pending further instructions,

At 4.,p.m. I again wéent forward and got into touch with the
30th Battalion who were then about 200 yards to the South of BELLICOURT
as 8th Brigade Regerve and in the trench system approximately Gel0.Ce& d.

I
B
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At 11.p.m. 2 meeting of Battalion Commarders was held a
the 53rd Battalion H.Q. Here details of an operation to be car-
ried out by the 53rd Battalion with the 55th Battalion in suppord,
the next morming were goneé into. This minor operation was to
be in a Northerly direction along RAILWAY RIDGE and to link up with
the 4l1st Battalion at about the KN@B in A.lO.a. - Trench System

.E CATALET-NAUROY LINE to be the right of their advance,
At 3.pemes on the 30th I visited the Brigade Forward Report

Centre and got into telephonic communication with Brigade H.Q. Upon
returning t% the Battalion the following order was issued to the
G-U., 561:-11 att&liﬂnt-

S
ib‘rj

"0,0., 56th Battalion.
Following from G.0.C., 14th A,I.Brigade through me:-
You are to move your Battalion and take up position in
gsquare A,27. to be in position of readiness to gsupport the 5drd

and 55th Bgttalions.
H.Qrs. of B3rd Battalion G.4.2.4.2. from whence ther is

telephonic communication on to Advanced Brigade Headquarters.,
Position should be reconnoitred and move carried out at once.
Would advige you getting into touch with Colonel
CHEESEMAN and finding out forward situation from him,
My Hesdgquartews G.9.be3.5., and am nét moving at

present ." -
4445,DeMMo (sgd) «N,MARSHALL,Lt-Col.

| 50,9018,
i This was confirmed by Brigade lMemorandum No.301,
| At l.a.m. on the morning of the 1lst October the Tollowing
message was received over the 'phone and later confirmed by Brigade
Memorandum 310: -

"The 56th and 54th Battalions are to attack tomorrow morning at
B.a.m. 88 under aaa With 31st Battalion on right of 56th and 59th
on left of 54th aaa 56th Line Right 54th Line Left, 1 Coye. in 1line
1 Coye. in support asa Start Lin® G.l2.2.15. - G.l2.de 1.0, aaa
Boundaries WATLING STREET exclusive on right aaa Trench G.l2.8.l.5.
G-G-G-B-D- GeBebeBeBe BlEElGnE)!r?l on left aaa g
Interbattalion G.l2.Ce65¢80¢ HeleCeBe7e¢e Helebs0ebe ana Objective
to be governed by final barrageé line which runs B.25.C.5.7.
Hel.3.9.7. aaa Exploitation to be me.de as far forward of that
1in® =28 possible aaa 4 tanks allotted to each attacking Battalion
aas 0.0, of Sections make detailed arrangeménts with C.0. aasa
6 guides per Battalion from 29th Battalion at present holding

| gector awsgit Battalion at Eastmost house on BLACK ROAD aaa

I Artillery barrage descends 500 yds. in advance of Infantry
tctart Line" at Zero snd advance at 100 yds, lifts each & minutes

{ | to the final 1line aaa Liaison posts to h2 established by 56th
Rattalion with 318t. on "Start Line" and at He7.8.9.7« and by
54th with B59th under direct arrangements aaa 54th 56th Bn. H.Q.
move to spproximate G.l0.bs6.2. where 29th Battal ion are and line
is being run from our Report Céentre aza Brigade H.Q. réemains
present location aaa Acknowledge aaa'

A meeting of Company Commanders was then held at B.H.Q.
After details were discussed orders were issued for the move to the
"Start Point". At B.pems the Officer in Chargée of the Tanks - Capt.
CHICK - reported and was informed of the dispositions mmde.

Rain had fallen earlier in the night which by d.2.m. had
turned into a heavy downpour, At that hour the weather could not
have been more unpropitious. By 4.a.m, & sudden change had occurred

and the march wes undertaken under a starry sky. :
It had been arranged that guides from the 29th Battalion were

to be picked up near the Cross Roads at G.10.b.8.5. but these failed
to report to time, Considerable delay consequeéntly énsuéd until
s further party could be obtained from the 29th Battalion Headquarters
which was then sitvated about G«l0eb.2.3. )
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1 oy The route from here was subjected to considerable
~" attention from enemy artillery, but no casualties were suffered.
: By B.45.,8.ms the positions allotted on the " jumping off" line were
* occupied. At B.a.m. the barrage fell; at & minutes past 6 the
[ Infantry Adsault commenced but little opposition was met with, In
isolated places only machine gun fire was encountered but these
posts were rapidly put out of action, The following messages
were then received in order:-

(HG. 1-)
"pA, & C, Coys. are up to first objective - gained at 6.20.a.m.
We are in touch with left and right troops. Left 59th Bn,
right 56th Bn." .
8.26,2.m. (sgd) S.A.BENSON,Captain,
(No. 2-}
"D. & B, Ooys, are up in line with A. & C. Coys. To fill gaps
j between A, & C, Coys. and 59th Bn, Casual ties were light,
Tanks working in front of us."
6.30.8¢Mm, (sgd)«S.A.BENSON,Captain.
(NOeBa)e
"We are at present reorgamnising on line from Halte at Helede4ddl.
to trenches at B«e25.Ce2.2¢ at 7+50,a.m, Opposition nil, Iden-
tdfications nil, On the left flank we are in touch with
590th Bn. On the right 56th Bn, The 56th Bn., are now up to
us; we started off without them and took over their sector with
NOoelese COYe No.2. Ooy. coming up to get touch with 59th Bn,
’ At present we are getting into our correct sectors and digging
‘ in, The tankes have gone back; they report the village of

g g M LTt B

ESTREES clear of enémy troops. Our casualties are light
and estimated about 10 Other Ranks caused by gunfire from our
owvn artillery barrage."
7 «40 o8 oM (Sgd) «S.A.BENSON,Captain.,
L!. (Nﬂ'4"')'
‘ "We will be moving forward to village of ESTREES will you
*% please notify artillery." |
- 8.1l5.a.m. (Sgd) «S.A .BENSON,Captain,
r This disposition wes immediately communicated to
‘. Brigade H.Q. by telapnnne(at 8.?0.&.m.
NOeHe)o
"T am establibhed in old railway line behind A. & C.Coys. =
10.8.ms - shelling a little - few casualties.B
10.8.m. (sgd) .A.VINE-EALL,Captain,
(Hﬂ-ﬂ-)n
"We are being shelled by our own guns, We cannct advanceé on
left of village (ESTREES) owing to machine gun fire. Am re-
maining on objective,"”
1l.8.m, (Sgd) «A.VINE_HALL,Captain,
(NCe746) e
"we are consolidating on line shown on attached map. Coy.H.Q.
- is at present at Hel.b.0.3, The 56th Bn. are not occupying
" their full sector and the 15th Brigade are crowding us down toO
the right so we are at present in the sector marked,
On reaching the objective 1 Coy. of the 56th Bn.and
"A" Coy. of ours exploited forward to the middle of the village.
"A" ,Coy. passed on the left flank of it, The 56th retired
because hig other Coys, would not support him so I ordered A.Coy
to comeé back and consolidate, The 15th Brigade did not go
’ over the final objective at all, The enemy is engaging all
movement with artillery and machine gun fire, The enemy is
holding the BEAUREVOIR LINE with advanced posts in front and
1 many machine guns.”.
11.1Bs:aem, - (Sgd) «S.A.BENSON,Captain.,

During that afternoon I visited the front line with

the intention to check the dispositions. The 56th Bn. were at this
time in an extended formation encircling the vi%lagﬂ of ESTREES with
the 8th “rigade on their right, The 54th “attalion was in occu-

pation of the trench systém rumming from G.8.b.into He.l.c. It was clear
that the situation would be a critical orm@ for the 56th Bn.in the event

T
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of an enemy counter-attack, I therefore returned to B.H.W. with
the intention of advising Brigade of the situation and pointing out

the necessity of that unit withdrawing to the high ground in rear o
the village. Before this messageé could be communicated the following

was received from Brigade:-

"gth Brigade are to capture and consolidate BEAUREVOIR SYSTEM from
JONCOURT HTLL to ESTREES-BEAUREVOIR ROAD in ASSEGAI VALLEY inc. aaa
54th and 56th Bns. are to be withdrawn into reserve in G,68obe& d.

f and H.le.8.% Ce. a2a 54th and 56th Bns, will stand fast on line at
present held until assault troops of the 8th Brigade pass through
and will then withdraw to reserve positions aaa

This move was not carried out.
At 4.p.m. telephonic instructions were received which were

la er confirmed by Brigade Memorandum 325 :-

"Move from present position and take over line from 15th Brigade
between A.23.central and the intersection of préesent line with the
f following line which will be your right boundary aaa G.28.céntral
CABARET COPSE MINT COPSE aas 58td Bn. join you at A.28.,c6ntral., aasa
56th are bﬁing relieved by 8th Brigade and are withdrawing to
Hoeles2e&k Co '
Coy. Commanders were at once given orders to this efiect,
Lieut .,STEBER and myself going forward beforehand to pick up thé new
1line, Finding that the 58th Bn, had similar orders to ourselves
T at once got into communication with l4th Brigade H.Q. and informed them
| of the situation whereupon I was instructed to get into touch with.
the 15th Brigade and make arrangements direct with them, This was
done with the result that it was agbeed that we were to take over
from the 58th Bn, after they had established the posgition and gained
i touch with their flanks. This moveent was completed.
Communication wag at this time established with the 55th
Battalion on the left and the 20th Battalion on . the right,
At 6.p.mB intomation was received that the 54th Bn. would
come under the 8th “rigade for relief that night. This relief dAid
- not take place, Hesdquarters of the 54th Bn. were at this time
- " egtablisheod at G.6.d.2.7. 1t being considered not woth while moving
to a more central location on account of the impending relief,
' The next day was passéd in comparative quietness,
g | 5 At 8.pem, on the 2nd. the 54th Bn. camé undeér the orders of
| the 7th rigade, ¥Phe smme night information was réceived that the
‘ ond, Aust. Division would pads through our front line next moming at
b 6.,0'clock, after which the Bn, would withdrew to location West of
VILLARET, I then sent out the following message To Coyes-

"Following from 96th Brigade onnright of 5th Brigade:-

Enemy reported massing for probable counter-attack along front of
5th Brigade, Posts should be warned to be especially alert, You
are to push out protective patrols to the road rumning N.B. and S.W4
in A.24.b, working along the road as far as outskirts of GRANDCOURT
and covering your whole front. These patrols are not to be
withdrawn until attacking Battalions have passed through. T
would suggest that patrols be sént out about 1l2.midnight to find out
what they can about the road and réturn, Fresh patrols could
then be sent out under guidance shortly before dawn and remain out
until passed through by the attacking Bn, The above patrols are

to be mutually arranged between Coy. Commanders, Action in

this matter must be t aken immediately. Pleage report what you

| are doing in regard to it."
‘ Tn response to the above the following report was received

from Captain VINE-HALL at 3+.15.a.mi=
"A patrol of 6 men under Lieut,CHRISTIE has been sént out from the

right of Bn, line with orders to proceed along theé road to out-

skirts of GRANDCOURT and report back. Same patrol will go out
| again at 4.a.,m, for the same purposé and will remain out until
t attack passes through and then return, This patrol will send

" in a report while out.
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Barliiser in the evéning I had in company with Ideut.SENE
vipited the front line and met a fow of the officers (inecluding the
B.0,) of the Battalion which was to pass through us in the morning.
I was able to give them useful informmtion cconcerning-the front and
pointed out 1lines of approach for their iroops in the moming. :

The attacking Bn, peassed through my front line at G.B5.a,m:

on the &rd, whereupon Covs. withdrew to a location in the trench
gysten In G.%.be which had been previously occupied cn the 29th,
Heve breakfact awaited them and after a very short stay movoment was
B? 10;5”'.&-1'!1. ‘II‘C’LI Eirld

and report 4o that elffeet Torwardcd to Brigades

&
&
L

Uoyse WOre in porition

6/10/18., Cormanding G4th Battalion, AsTel.

T

Py i
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35, i o L COPY NOssSoo =,
C‘.? -
O
v 54th, BATTALION OPERATION ORDER NO.45
fj Headquarters,

4th October,1918.

Le The b54th Battaliom will move from the present area to LE MESNIL
tomorrow, preparatory to entraining for HORNOY on the 6th instant.
Detalled orders for the entraining will be issued later,

=

2.(a) Order of march will be as follows:-
-~ Headgquarters, "D" Coy.,"B" @oy., "0"Coy,, "A"Coy. Transport.

(b) Starting Point:~ COross Roads Lel5.b.5.0. Head of column to pass
at 1005-

(c) Route:- HERBECOURT.(L.13.Ce7e2e¢) Crose Roads Ke33.8.-0ross Roads
Ge2eBeBe0.~ CARTIGNY-LE MESNIL. T

(d) Halts of 10 minutes to the c¢lock hour will be made begimming at
0950, NMid-day halt will be made from 1150 to 1300.

(e) Distaneces of 100 Yds. between Coys. & 50C Yds between Battalions
will be maintained,

(f)" First Line Transport will move with unit.,
Strict march discipline will be maintained throughout

S5« _ADVANCED PARTIES:- Lieut, STEBER and 1 Other Rank will meet the &%
Stﬂff Captain at Div. H.Q., HERVILLY, at 0745 sharp tomorrow
murn;ng, thence proceed by lorry to HORNOY. 2 days rations to be
carried.

& Lieut, K.WARK to report to Brigade I.0.at old
6 Bde. H.Q. LE MESNIL at 1030 5th instant. Areas recently occupied
will be taken over.

4. 0.0, "A"Coy,,will detail I officer and 10 men as Rear Guaerd to piek
up stragglers, |

5. Report that Coys. are in occupation in new area to be seht 10 B.0.R.
immediately on arrivel. -

€. Battallion H.Q. wlll close at present losation at 1000 and*npen at a
place(inLE MESNIL) and time to be notified later.

) én\ LA AN —

7« Administrative Tnstructions are attached.

T

8e ACEKNOWLEDGE,
"B" & "D" Coys. by wire,

| Liesut
Tssued to. Copy .Wo. | ; G
v T _P.{T__ A/Adjutant.,
HB" " Bl
* gh | 3
“D" " _ 4‘
HtQ.n 5n
y Q'M‘t& T.O‘ 6.
Copies to:-
0.0, G.
l4th A.I.Bde. 8.
War Diary - 9-11,
File., g 2%
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SEGCRET, ‘ij[JEEDQ[)\)( 2= 10
54TH. BATTALION. T
ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO ISSUE WITH
~ OPERATION ORDER NO.45
Headquarters,

4th Oct.s1918.
ROUTINE. Reveillld 0630.
Breakfast 0700,
8ick Parade 0780,

Tameh will be served on march at 1150, G.Me tO

arrange for hot tea to be lssued.

Lewls Guns and Pamniers, Stretchers end technical gear will be carried
on treansport. Lewis guns to be properly cleaned and oiled belore
being loaded on limber. Above gear to be stacked DY the Q.M.Store

not later than 0800,

AMIMUNITION. The extre ammunitiorn,etc., carried on the man i.ei-
1 bomb, 50 rds. bandolier S.A.A.,2 flares and smoke bomb will be
formed in two dumps: one at B.H.Q. the other at "D" Coy. H.C.
S8.0.8.8ignals and Success Rockets are to be handed in to
Q.M. and receipts obtained. : |
T Inventory of material on dumps to be handed in to B.OeR.
(Coys. to arrange).

The cookers will move with treansport.
All trench shelters and tents are to be readyt-

"B" & "D" Ooys. &t "D" Coy. H.Qes &t 0730,
RAN ,'“G",E:: HeQe 2t BaHeQo at 0748.

These will be collected by T.0. and returned to Area
Commandant, HERVILLY.
[ B8.0fficers' valises and packs of Nucleus and Mess gear will be stacked
| at 1~

o I

.1

|
\.,.

g
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"p" & "D" Coys. at "D" Coy. H.Q. at 0815.
"HeQ.","A" ‘& "O" Coys. at B.HeQe at 0830,
Approx. number of valiges and packs to be carried 3 valises
and €0 pabks. -
Limber will pick these up at times sgtated.
Orderly Romm gear will be ready at 0900, -
Officers' chargers to be &t“réb@ctiva H.Qs by 0930 sharp.

Certificate 1s to be handed to B.H.Q. at 0915 certifying that Coy.
Linesg are in a clean and sanlitary condition,

Marching But 8tates will be rendered at 09355,

D
: Lieut *3

A/Adjutant.,

= A
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54TH,. BATTALION, A, I. F,

REPORT on MOVE from 1LE MESNIL Area to ST JMAXENT Area,
M

The LE MESNII Area was vacated at 0850, 7/10/18, the Brass Band of an
american Umit nearby playing the Battalion to PERONNE Station.

A1l lste Line Transport had been loaded by 0700 according O
Brigade instructions, and at 0915 - © minutes after the personnel arrived-
"a11 clear" report was sent to the ReT.0,

- The Erain.mﬂved out at 1010 - 20 minutes before scheduly time -
and took approximately 11 hours to run the jourmey to the detralning
stati. OISEMONT
.t%tjﬂn' At LDHG%RE Station a detachment of reinforcements from the Base
under the charge of O tain VEBSTER, entrained, Thﬂ'ﬁ were sube
sequently taken over with the Battalion to TOURS for the night and
distributed to their Battalions the following morning,

| Upon arrival at OISEMONT detraining immediately commenced. CoOys.

! vere olear of the Station by 2130 and the transport by 2215,
During the process of detraining the vehicles, a G.S.Wagon
leden with lobe. Stores wes overturned theough the train shunting wi thout
ings practically no damage was dOne, |

e The arﬁhytn billets occupied 2 hours, The vlillages Ef;
TOURS and HAMICOURT being allotted to this Battalion, Headguarters,"A
and "O",Coys. moved to TOURS, "B", and "D", Coys. to HAMTIOOURT; hot

were then served from the cookers ‘
iR By 0030 on the 8th instant ﬁh; wvhole of the Battalion including

- snort wee billeted, !

e The entraining officer at PERONNE was Liout sKeWARK4DoColie
The detraining officer at OISHIONT was Lieut «J « STEBLER o

H'l,‘“l . ..I'v-J

IR o r ™ A
s | Lieut ,=Colonel,
10/10/18, Commanding 54th Battaliony,A.I.F.

=
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5 NOMIWAL ROLL OF OFRICERS TRAWSFURRED TO
q:“ 53rd. BATTATION,
Nname, REEE.I‘}’:E.
Major ¥,V,TRICKEY, AUSTRALTA Leave,
Captain H H JYOUNG.M.C, | - 14th Training Bn,
Gaptain J H.OROMBIE, " " "
.~ Lieut, O.T.WINTERBOTTOM, AUSTRALTA Leave,
Lleut, C.JSVALL, Seconded Wounded,
5 Lieut. G.N.,BENNETT, ” -
Lileuts C.E,DAVIS, g Aust. Carps H.Q.
Lieut. A.F.oUITH, AUSTRALIA lLeave.
Lieut, W.J.TRELOAR, Seconded Srd.Training Brigade, .
hiﬂut.'W.A-L.EEHH. With Uﬂit.

Lieut, V.F.BACK, - Hoapital,

1! Jd «D . JicGREGOR, U . L.eave ,
2/Lieut.J .L.GHEE‘IER. Hoaspital,
/Lieut. E,L.LLOYD, On Leave,
2 _m:h S JHRIGHT (#101" , on Lesve,
| F.GjR.SHALL. ﬂttﬁﬂheﬂ 14th.ﬁ'thbM‘B*
J.G.ﬂODIMEﬁD. Seconded Wounded,

NOMINAT, ROLL OF OFFICERS TRAVSFERRED TO
: 55ths BATTALICN,

Captain JeA.S.MITCHELL, Yeconded Wounded.
Ceptain chj&Egﬁt_ ‘ With Unit,
CGeptain A P.VINE.HALL, School,

Lient. R.2.SHITH, With Unit.
T2cnts T.SEYIOUR. Seconded Wounded.,
Liout. A.C.ASKHANM, Wwith Unit,

'- I;i ute H,RLALLEN, Seconded Invalided,
Lieute J.F.SOMERVIILE, With Unit,
Liout, J.BURNS, Sec, 14th A.L.T.M.EB.
ﬁi&ﬂt- Jiﬂ:BARTOH- DH.LBEWB.
Ideuts W APICKUP, Seconded Ingalicded,
P iout, R.JD.MIDGLEY, With Unit,
Lieute C.C,HART, Seconded Invalldad.
Lieut. R,T.GITLIGAN, Wounded.
Lisute W,VW.C.PATHNAN, Seconded Wounded,
2/Lieut.A.F.I'"RASER, with Unit, .
R/Liout o187 ROBINSON, Wounded,

NOMINAL ROLL OF OWFICHRS TRAMNSFERRED TO
56th ,BATTAI.ION,

S — S e R —_—

Lieut. ..Gc:lﬂnal NHARSHALL ¢DeB8s0.1M:06, With Unit,
Captain S.4,BENSON, " =
Qaptain R.G.DOWNING,!.O, On Leave,

y  Qaptain H,R,GOLLAND 4,0, seconded, B,M, 15th A,I.,Bde,
 Oaptain D, ,WEBSTER, Brigade School. ,
 Baptain D.AJCNABH,C,. ATTSTRALIA Leave,
Lieut. J,ADANS,M,0,, Seconded Wounded.,

-:I._.iaﬁt. 14 .IT.T-‘#ARI{.D.C.I. With Unit.

¢ fdent, ,F.0ARRICK, i

& Llout. J H,WICKS, Secondsd Aus.F.C.
& Ui, J,H,FOLLOCK,"MN", ¥ith Unit,

B 4 s W,I:.PALMER, Seconded Wounded,
P O.W.HARVEY, Hoepital,
PR Wed ;HARRISON T.Be ENGLAND,
: u_':.':';'_' A F.RG E With Uﬂiti
& et A.".',?.?I'HEBN."HH“. Seconded VWounded,.
;_':'I ._.r" 3 > .R.?E-S.TMRIM|“:£LE“. Witlh Mitl
=i o4 ,P,CERTISTIE, s
“H%- 1‘*DIﬂlIﬁSOH. " -
P “CLD, A
P73 hqnﬂilictinlctmi H »
L B
Ve 3
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: Licute WL AGHEW,
" Lieut. J.G.STEBER,
Lisut. H.BREER,
[ Licut, F.UORILEY,I.C
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Remarks.

With Unite
T.BLENGLAND,
With Unit,
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