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OLCRLT. Copy HG.LQL. 53
4G 565th AUSTRALIAN INF NTRY BATTALION ORDER No 73,
(o

--------------------- U-A}t 'l--*—----l_--"l-.-—.------

ay

Ref NMaps: - France,
27, 28, & 284. xa b an

_.‘---.l-'_1-‘.-...-.ﬁﬂﬁiill-liiiilﬁ\Illii-l'l}ll.'l.-.,--,.‘.‘....‘."".-..'-.---.,

l. The Litn Aust.Inf.3rigacde wilil move firom its preseng area to the STEEN-
-VCORDL area on i7th inst, and thence to the | ANZAC Corps Forward
Area on 12th inst.

2. The &oth Rattalion wilil move frum ive preseat billets at LYNDE on morning
of 17th inst., passing cross-roacs at U.20.b.2.5. at 8.45 am.m., vhence
via Us22 8.50.95-~LONGUL CROLK--KOCRTLNLOCP=--5t SYLVESTRE~-CAPPEL=-to0
LIS I8 arcas :
rRoute and times for 18th inst will be advised later,

3. Order of Move wiii be &8 follows;=-
"a® COompany .
"RY gompany .
"CY gomzany .
#Dn gomnpar '
H D' nui{_,S & Hl(.. -PerSfJnnEl *
AeMaC o
Transnpoct .
Dress:s— Mavcning Ordeir; felt hats wilil be worn.
The following dizisnces will be maintained on the march:=-
From BLARINCHLM trea to STLLNVOOILL Area.
200 yardas between Beavtalions.
100 yards betwezn ¢ompanies.
From STHAIVOORDL Area to FORIARD Area.
500 yerds between Battalions, & other units.
200 yercs betwesn Transport & Oothner troops,
100 yar<3 hetween (Compeanies.
" 1f the coiurn i1s nalted owing to liostile zircraft being sighted, all ranks
will remain steady at the side of the road ad are NOT TC LOOK UP.

4, Blankets will be rclled in burdles of 10 an? conveyed by Motor Transport.
They wiil be cariied to N.0el's "5lre by 7.00 a.m., excepting from "A" &
"Bt govs, whish conpanies blankﬁt'-‘* will be picked up by limber at Coy Go

ats Store gt 6.80 2-m.
officej ;' baggage to be &t R.(.M's Store by 7.00 a.m. That from "A% & "B
Compuries will be picked up hy limber at 6.30 a.m.
I1imbers for cnmpany Lewis Cuns & =tores wlll be sent to Coy Q.M.3's Stores
rnot later then 6.20 &ecme to-acrrow---if possible to-night.
AM.Co Cart will repost at 7 a.nie.; Officers' Mess Cart at 7.30 a.b.

5. An sdvance party as nhereunder will assemble at B.0.R. at 5.30 a.n. on
17th inst. and agaln on 18th inst:;=-
Lieut RS «MORRIS . .
1 ¥M.C .0 PPr company .
"AT & "R® Ccoy's N.C.0'Ss Will ride the bicycles held by those (Companies.
Lieut Morris & "C" & "D" Coy's [7.C.0's will be supplied vith bicycles by
the Sig.officer, 24 hours rations will be carried.

6. A rear party as$ hereunder will remain behind to clean up billets when

vacated; -
1 N.C0. 814G 4 men per couipany.

B/tieut J-T«TARN Will be in charge of thie party and will inspect mll
billets before lezsving. This pvarty will assemble at B.0.R. after
completion of work..not later than 9,45 a.n...and will nmove to cross=roads
at U.12.a.7.2, where the Brigade rear party, under gn officer of 56th Bmn.,
assembles at 10.30 a.m.

7. 211 billets and horse lines must be thoroughly ¢leaned and left in a
sanitary condition. Certificates to this effect to be sent to B.0.R. by
7.30 a.m. on 17ti: inst. All latrines and refuse pits are to be filled
in, and all foul ground distinctly marked with a notice board.
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55th pn. Oorder No 7o. (2)

8. The greatest care must be &aken that all stables or old horse
standings are thoroughly disinfected. Mengé hus been very prevalent
in this area.

9. Transport Officer will arrange 10 move Cookeirs from Company biilets
at 7.45 a.m.

10. Wotches will be synchronised tarough B.O«R. at 7p.m. to=night.

11. pattalion ¢rderly Room will close at LYKDE at 8 a.m. on 17th inst.,
and re-cpén in new grea (STLLIVOCURDL) at & p.m.
1t will close at STLERVOCRDE Area at 8 a.m. on 18th inst., and re-open
in FORWARD rrea (near Reninghelst) at 12 noon same .7,

" e T _ Iﬁ ﬁ
12 | ACI&HDWL;&DGL ' P ! ¥ - g L
AF o tad

Gaptain.,

1s3ued at 1.45 pe.n. by runner to;- t6 jutent 55tk mattalion,A«I«F.

CeQo 55th Rattalion. % s

OsCs "A"™ COLILHIY o 2

O.C« "RB" COLDENY » % I

C.C- "C" Coupany. 4. ,
OC- "D" company. O

signal officere. 6,

Transport (Qfficer. 7

Ref ole 8.

War Diary. 9 to 11.

File. i S

Lieut R.C.MOrris. 13.

2/Lieut.J.T.Tarn. 14,

APPENDIX.~- ynstructions for rFarade..l7.9.17.

The Battalion will parade under Company arrangements and will

move from billets in time to reach the starting point (cross-
roads at U.25=b¢2.5- at B8.35 ec.m.
H.Q.Porsonnel will parade under the Piloneer Zergt at rear of Church
at 8 a.mo,
Routes to the starting point will be a9 follows; - |

HeQeoy "C" & "D" COYE, & Transport. .Ebblingkhem Road to road
junction at B.6.b.B.4., thence along road running N.E. t0 U.25.b.245.
mThese units will form up in the order laid down in para 3 with heed
of Emxm "@" Coy &t thé cross-roads.

nan gnd "B" Companies...via road running N.W. from U«26.C+3.2
to U.2h.b.2.5. These units will halt will head of "A" Coy at the
Cross roaus.

The Battalion will be in column of route after moving off
from the starting point.

The 5.rd nattalion will precede this Battalion from the Starting

point, and should therefore be given preference if met en route to
the starting point.

T R BB B N N N e N S D S S e S e e e s =

e e
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ELCRLT,

Ref Meps:=- Frarce sheet 28.
Ioeul shest,Toly:or Tiood. 22 .6..17.

S8 8 8 8 8 % BB ES S EEesETESNN A e s Do ---it-riiﬁlii-n----rq|-‘;4u.-¢¢r¢--
» & W

1. The 14th rustrelic Infa try Briceds will relgs - tﬁﬁ 13t rus
Irfentry Drigade in tue left sector on the nighit of 28 /Sar;:: 1;::{.1&1:‘ |
The Egtilgatgzlium will take Fvar ti.e front line seotor J.9.4.26.75
$0 J.€.DeR5.76. One Compuiy; of 66th 3attulion will be on ok

3 frﬂm Jlglﬁl25l76 to J'F-ﬂ-E.O. 11 .y rts“‘

2. T™e Jattellon will perivds at ebout & p.oe to=Cagy ard vo 3
where 1 gutde peor platoor will be wuiting f‘rm“?r' pm.norra;ntgsom
conmenceno..t of the nove und u til further ordi:pi ghe Battalion will
move 4rn file and the following distances will be néirtained. -

200 yerds ‘between comparl:s.
90 yards between plutoons,

S. Dress ;- Fighting order, waterproof siecets wil &Yy .

- The following will be carried by each nan:- PRV Bhavion
2 nombs.

450 RowiGs at least of S.A.4.
2 vays ordirary rations.
1l ders {ron r.ation.

Certain ﬂtflciri will Gﬂrry sl el» Etgnil. and ve ‘1 :
All weter bottlea must be fillec vefore mo;iné ﬁttff ights

4. The distribution of Companies will be as follows;= : |
| "A" Coy (left) and *g* ¢ righit) An Pront PR
In.ter-conpuny bouncery will be poirted out b;ygaldfg,) = Lire .
J Platoons of "B" Coy. ir. esujnport,
"D" Coy and 1l platoor of "RB" coy in reserve,
cupport and reserve companies will oe guided to their positiors by

ﬁh& guidﬂﬂ- . '
Battulion Veadquarters will be at J.14.H.2.9.

6. Yher relisf is complete ard companies are in comnmurication with undts
or their flanxe, the followirg wesseage will he sert.."Vater nr;z#od 0.K.'

6. Battalion Orderly Room will recein in the prese.t area.

LB

; ‘ YRR Sl 'lptn:l.m'
feswed at 3.40 p.o. by runrer to;~  2djutant E5th pettalion .
C.0.56th Bat talion. 1. vth B ' A1IF

Q«Ce®A® COmpany. 2.
0:C«"[* COompany. -
Q.Ce*C"* COmpPaly. 4,
O.C."D" Compeny. 6.
94gral Officer, 6.
Izt Officer, 7
Ter Diary. 8 to 10.
rile, 1l.
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£ Ea e s e

| A+t 8e30 On 22nd cept. the 55th Battalion relieved the 1 st and

. 2nd. Battalions in (Clencorse Wood and the advanced trenched in
J.0eQ, ™he reliefl was accomplished in £000 order and without

| casualties under searching artillery fire.

| - Recomnaisance wes made of the enemy ground cccupied in

front. .
At 940 peme On the 24th the pattalion retired to malf may

Fouse where it rested for 24 hours.

r A n advance party was sent to tape out positions .for .

I jumping off. This work wes well done.  fThe boundaries of each

: : platoon was merked by tespes. 230 yards frontage being allotted

to the rattalion. The support and reserve companies being ten

: yards in rear of front lines. |

g The battelion left the Falf Way House at 11:45pme and took

7 up position at the jumping off point at 2e30e Bellie Excellent
discipline was maintained and the Battalion moved into position
without casualttes. '

e | At 3.3C am. the enemy became suspicious and opened .

A rtillery fire cn.our position Causing us to sufier a few casualti 8
The mormakpg was very misty and it was difficult to see

meny yards shead in the depressions of the ground.

Qur barrageée fell at zero hour (6e50.0sam.) and was
carried forward perfectly and to time table taroughnout.

Section Commanders everywhere led their sections forward
in good order in worm formations as recently trained and followed
the barrage closely. The only difficulty in moving to ths
first objective was to hold the men in check.

Very few machine gun® nests remained in the first 500
yards and these were smothered by the leading sections bhefore they
could offer resistance, | -

True direction was very difficult to keep owing to the
intense fog and mass of men moving together. A siight drift was
made along the whole line toward the left, but this eventually nelged
the success of the movement es the enemy had concentrated in strong
posts near the Cemetery (J.4.4.). These strong points were
| rushed and putflanked with great dash. The defenders were only
able to give one burst of fire before being compelled to surrender,
On the right flank the Butte which had been prepared for defence

Were Lakén Prisoners Nerfe and these woreiiing 1o sarit ins fos
| of ocur ranks who were wounded. °= The area between was thoroughly
| mopped up.

A sniper had a posse in & tree sheltered by ‘the nutte,
who opened fire when we were reforming under our barrage. FPFour
Lewls cuns were turned on him and he was illed before he could
fire a second hurst. |

The Baitalion was excellently reformed under shelter
of the barrage and moved forward on scheduled time to the second
ﬂbje'ﬂtj.er ;

Pill Boxes and Strong Posts were more numerous as we
advanced ;but vore everywhere taken in our stride. Yo serious check
wvas given until tue barrage halted,

Ti.@ enemy were thoroughly demoralised and appeared
glad to surrender,

A The booty taken here included 11 machine guns, §
minenwerfers, a telepnone instrument of new pattern, the first
sample of the new cerman gas mask, various maps including one
shewing all eneuny artillery positions, points of assembly, tracks
etc. in the sector, sk an oxygen gensrator and sbout 120 prisonems .

All eaptured documsnts were immediately sent back and

the @eruan machine guns brought up into position when we consolidated |
Tiie work of ceonsolidaticn was rapidly carried forward. I
Strong posts were dQug in depth and afterwards linked by saps,
At mid=day Intelligence warned us of an a o proacuing
count®r attack, but the artiilery broke the attack before it could
threaten our position. “newy streteher besrers were seen latar

T e ey
-

B,
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carrying great numbers of dead and wounded to the rear. aAll
subsequent counter alttacks were similarily dealt with. During
the night enemy patrols were captured and brought in.

on the 27th we were considerably harrassed by snipers
in good positions on cur front but our snipers were very
gffective. pPlanes .

. Eneny saesses were numerous and active throughout, slways
flying low and eften sesarched tue trenched with machine gun fire
but caused us little 1058, our aircraft wers not quite es
numerocus . .

Some of our guns fired short during the next three days,
heavy shells dropping intc support and front lines and some
- 18 pcun@ers even fell on 1o reserve trenched. This caused about
; 20 casualties and much annotance,
rdvance signel communication was established almost
as soon &5 the work of consolidation was begun and was well
méintained. Rear comaunication throughtut was slow owing toO
prigade forward signaliling station communicating to the rear
| chiefly by runners. This made connection with arti lery imperfet.
A plentiful supply of ration® including cooked meat and
mommy cockers arrived in the trenched8 within 12 hours. Rations
were well mzintained thiroughout, which greatly increased tne
morale of the men, Auple munitions were brought up at the same h
time. . : :
"ne enemy artillery fire on our advanced trenches caused
very few casualties,.
Cur Regimental Ai.Ce Dotail was splendidly organised.
ny 1l:Qam ti:e R.M.0Q. Wwas established in the Butte 400 yards
behind the front line., ~ An advanced post was made 200 yards
in front in & pill box into which the strestcher bearers corried
the wounded snd gave first aid, preventing congestion in the
regsimsental Dressing Station.
| The new form of attack proved perfectly effective and
could haraly be improved.
More treining in the formation and digging of strong
points would be profitable |
our rifle fire was very good and accounted for any
anieny moving within range.
we were relieved at 8:0 pe.m. On the 30th September
and moved out without suifericg casualties.
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‘QSS' marrative of tie (p:rations of tHe 50th pattalion
Aelel"s against the “nemy Defences in ithe vicinity 2
=" of POLYCONE WQOOD and JETTY TRENGCE, on 26th “entember #52 e
1917 and subsequent deys. : ‘“*‘Vzﬁv'(ij

i ----ﬁiﬁ#ﬂﬁu-—h----“ﬁ--- [

e o a8k . : :

The stteck was on a three Division front, the
pivisions operating being, = in order from rignht to left -,

! : the 33rd Division, S5th Australisn nivision ant 4th

| A ustralian Division. The OBh rustryrsilec Bivision's

- pgbjective was the line J 10.4.3,0, - JOlst Ferm « JEvYvyY

TREFCH ;= JUEILLEE TREHCPE ;= Jed.d 346+ + the poundaries of
tne l4th srigsde sector being the line Jeb oG 425 .86, =

| | elDebe3b, on the South and the line from J.8.b. 25705,
ih&_ﬂﬂ Farﬁil&il along POLYCONEYETD ROAD &t a distsnce of

| 100 yards on tue =orth, |
~ T™he area allotted to the 55th Eattalicn was that
between the RED line from JelJsa.88. to JekeCuT0e36., and |
the BLUE line froam Jedel.30. t0 Jadds 36, Tne S6tn
rettalion was con our right ard the 13th sattalion of the
4th BErigedie on our left.
Jur task was to "leap-frogs" thirough the 53rd

nattalion whose objective was the med line, capture ths shove
area and gonsolidaste on the 2LUE line.

Préparations
All ranks teking psrt in the attack had seen the
ground to be traversed. The Tattalior held tie line
| for 48 hours hefore the attack ard during that period the
5, officers, who by personal reconsissepce becaae thoroughly
,' acquainted with tne ground in front of them, pointed ouy
tiie Teatures axd poirts of direetion to their Gen e Every -
commander was subsequenily issued wiir a sietcl of tne ares

: ard every man through his “ection comranier wecs ansade tuorouphl ,.".
conversant with the plen of ettack in so far as it effected
nime.

- The Zatialion was with@rewn Troam tha Line to HMALF
| L Y HOUSE on the night 24th « 25th Soptenber fon o day's
rest prior tc the attack,. n the nigt of tie 25th the
ra&ttallon moved to iris point of asseunbly,vhich was clearly

r? - . o merisd with white tupes, the a2proacnes peing similarly marked.

w

The formation was'in mass*as shewn on ¢iagrand® he
nattalion was in position at 3-0anm. ~"hére were no
| : Casualties getting into pesitiony i:is being accounieble to
' the fact that movement was in artilisry forzstion = saall
groups in single file at a distance of &0 yards, ~

: The apttacks,

8 Precisely at gero hour \9elDasne) on the morning
of tne 26th the artilliery barrare was put down 180 yards

in front of our forming up line. “he noise was terrific.

The line of tL? Barrase was parfaect. it resstad out in

front of us like & great wall of smoke for three mimites

e ¥hen it commonced to move forward witi the thirea at tacking
Sartalions of tae urigade in close forwation foliowing

elosely - vory closely - benind it. Imuedigiely befors

| tiiat movement commenced one or two of e snedy’'s snells
rst closs to our rigut Company infiicting three or four

* - casualties,

, A spece of four minutes after the "“ickz=-of " saw

1 the eneay's barrage sett.e down behind us. The close

| formation had 2nabled us to get clear of tiis barrgze and

* sven as tae advarce continued and tue troops bhegan to shake

2 out very fow onemy sholls fell in our renis. The =ochea's

barrag® was a feeble response to the welgiit of' shedls whiech

were literalily ploughing up his defensive system. '

e The mist was veéry thiek and the smoke & dust

‘ assisted.1in preventing vision for more than 18 vurds. 28

must naturally be expected the various units hecane

intermingled with one another, AL Oone stage in the

edvance too, the troops gob a little out of direction, but

by the use of map and compass tliis was soon rectified.

™he S3rd Sattalien resched its Objsetive on scheduled time,

and apparettly with very little re?i-ﬂtance.

1007418
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the stay of the barrage for a space in sdvance of
the RED 1ine enabled the officers to re=organise the
nattalion for the secondd advance. Fvery man knew his place
4 and very soon each man was in 1it. At Zero (plus 100
minutes) the barrais inereased in intensity ard then
commenced its forward movement, this time at the slow ratée
l of 100 yerds in eig/.t minutes.

The 55th Battglion then moved forward simultansously
with :the 56th mattalion on tihie Right. ror but a short
space of time Dbeaters and worm=- section formastions held
together, but soon iie area Was covered with little parties
of eight and nine men deployed each looking for its sholl-
hois full or pill box fmll of moche ard they found them to00:
but the eringing, camarading Hun was not willing to Tight,
everywhere surrendering repidly. indeed he did not get
much opportunity to show resistance becanse our men pounced
on Lim immediately the barrage had passed over him.
netachments were left benind to elear each pill-box and the
parties of 30 and 40 from these strongholds in the viecinity
of Jed 4 .05.20- arid 2C.10+ wWere quickly escorted to the rear.

The BLUE Line was regched at 8:50anm, 18 pounders
smoke shells making the location certain for anyone in doubt.
rhe troops began 0 dig in iumediately and steps ware taken
to establish connection with the flanking units. This was
hampsred by macnine gun fire from eneny strong holds in XNE
txaxxttxxnix3xaxixaixzﬁxxanixzaxlﬁxgxﬁxitxxtnwtn advance of
each flank. These were Csalt with by fighting patrols.
when attacked the one on the left, at aboubt Je4.0.00.48
surrendered immediately and we captursd here 2 macnine guns
and cver 20 pPrisonersSs. A party of one ¢fficer, one
sergeant and two otners attacked the stronghold on the rignt,
at about Je« 1LO.bed.8.,, which resisted more tnan any cother PEX
point. with the aid cf bombs the crew of tne macninsg gun
was put out of aetion an@ cver 30 prisoners taken &s well as
thie wmachine gun. moucl: was gained with both flanks at
E:o0ams At the time the QObjective Wwas reacned the
nattalion had only suffered about ?ﬁ casualties and the
ma jority of wounds were sligni. mhere were on.y three or
four casualties from ocur ovn barrage.
ynder the protection of our barrace the work of
conshlidation was continued and when the barrage died down
at 11:1% am we had established a falrly formidable system
of trenches which whem eventually deepened and connected
hecame tne @eéfence system shewn on the attached sketch.
we were well prepared therafore for the attempted counter
attacks which followed.,
st about 4:0pn the enemy Wwas observed massing,
noving from pillbox %0 pillbox, but the attack was nower
developed. At about 7:0pn however hundreds of the
enemy were sssn coming acrosc tne sky=-line un small groups
and concentrating at several pointis. At 7:15pm the enegy
csme out in esttack formations - advarcinpg in three waves =
but at the desired moment our barrace came down on the
sdvancing enemy, anu those who were not cut up by our
artillery were mowed down Dy rewis cun and rifle fire.
me poeche did not reach our lines at any point. There were
1 no Futtiher attempis made. 1f it was ®is intention to
counter atbtack at dawn on the 97th his attempt was frustratdd
by our barragé which went down at O5;Qam.

The Battalion continued "t0 hold the line until the
night of the 30th September /’lst Octobor when We WOre
relieved by the 20tn Manchesiers.

The total casualties numbered . officers =

wounded 7, shell shock 1 ; Other Ranss, villed 40, wounded
137

gommunication.

communication, in so far as tne nattalion system
of communication is concerned, was good. Uynfortunately, the
cable head was destroyed by shell fire, with the result that
tae prigade could not connect with their forward station on
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POLYOMIE RACEQOUESE by line; consaquently Irigece eommunicaticn
was Tor the most part hy junner srd Tower Tuzser.
uy 7:15 am the Rattelion signaller ned igid a 1line
gonnecting the RUTYH witk drigade forward station, grd at 11:3°7
ai lires were throurzi to the support companies, lellieral lines
being laid Lo frent line companies shortly afterwarde, owing
L0 neavy casualties smonigst the Tignal fections of th:z cthor
attacking units, wi@ Signal office set up by tinis mattalion
was utilised also by the H3rd and S6tn Tastelions. waArougiout
tne cparation =attalion comuwunicaiion hy pnone was suppiemented
3 | by lanp, power buzedr andi plgeon sarvioe.
' vations and u2iiesg, | |
TTTTTTrne "G branch: of thie Lavtalion was & big Tactor in tie
sucoess of tne operations and the maintainence of &2 good nealth
arid soirits of tone won Guring the gonsolidation of ta position.
y Rations ardé water turougnout were nlentiful =n. the supply of
-' ansunition 2tec., to toe front iine wes mlways mzintained by
: veasun of the goal system of Brigads, navialiorn and Company ducps.
This operation provec unfortunately vo.ab the Tivisiconsl Peck -
wransporlh Troc) methiod ol transport is not & SUcCC9BB. ry wonld
be far betzer if tue control of transport is kept under =attalion
f | arranseuents. The1e Was & good su iy of ooy Toukers®
o and solidified parrafin, whieh ensbiled the man 56 neat up the food
) cookeu Tor thea at the Tetails Cump and suppliad to them in the
:: iire.
& !_{adi.m' =
| - The Hefiel’s Was established at Sattalion Msad Juarters
&t JeBems 46,00 amdi movsd forwara Lo BUTTE at 1O:Cam 20th
cgplenner. ‘he wounda@ were all clsared by 10:0em on the 27th.

5. TRAININGS :
| i | Prom Lhe experiences uf' thils =atislion durlng these
’. overations, I mase te folliowing remaris and sugrestiors for
\ futuse trainingp=- | |
| 3 vhe general prineiplas for 3 Yraining for OfTonsive
| ‘ agction as practiesc by tiuls prigade during the few weeks
oréevious 1o tB atsack sitill hold good, but tners are cartain
- pointe of deteil requiring elose alvention. '
s rome of these points are,-
i l. Trogpe dete:led to su ort =44 reserve positions
should not -be allowed to sush their way through to the Tront.
vhe nen should be told that on tuneir mminteining thelr place
in tue Tormation deperds thiesiuceess or failnrs of the atiectxz.
2, Tvery individual shoulc. know every detaid of tn® plan
of operstions in so far és it effeots hin, and he should bhe
givern evary 2ossible opportunity of seeing the® ground to e
travarsed end nave pointed out 6 him thie various points of
diregtion. | :
3. All gommanders, even to the Junior %ection Commanders,
spoplld be issued with a plan of the ares to he capiured and
tle seetion ~osuander ms wall as tane Officers should ex>lain his —
fatention to th® aen unier nis counand. , 5
3 4. 1r opder to ensure that propsr dirsction is maintained
it is important that, = 2
J (a3 ail officers snd s meny Y.0.08. as Dossible are irp —
- | possessicn of @ compess and the dearing of direction.
? (bl ruilsst advanta @ snou.l e texen of darx nights snd Rm .
fopey mornings to practice® tné advance under cover of a Dervege,
reprssented oy lishte, meintaining direction by caupass. ™hese
would aslsu e good epportunities to train ta2 aen tO know their *)
position, whether in fromt Line or sujpport, coumeénelng irem -
: the sas=ed forwmation ; aml as the advance rogresses grefuplly
- shaking out into tn2 norasal formation for un2 allack. 7
(8) rhe most sdvancad treode gusi Keed ¢lose L0 U9 parrage

gnd strong points must be ruszied 1n=AETately the baArrags has
passed uoyer . 2 oo | : oot

EETTTTTYT i quite safe to allow tihe sdvanesi trodys ~ e
line of ceaters - to 23vance sluost undsr tae bursts oF shrapsl

i

.
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: | i At least 200 rounds S.A«A. should b2 carried on the mane.
I -
| - -
- 7o A reserve of stretcher bearers equal in stirengin to
| those norminaliy trained should always be in training.
8. vhere was little use made of bombs snd rifle grenades

except to encourage the Boche out of his deep dug=outs;
bat it is important that they should be carried.
9 infantry should receive mors instruction in the
i | construction of strong points and trenches under the
supervision of the Enginecrs.

PUURLSe : :
SA== " mhe following were tne captures made by the pattalion,-

»
about 15¢ prisoners, including T officers.
y 5 Machine cuns Maxim 'QE. |
1 1 yachine gun axim *08/15.
1  (xygen cenerator.
1 melephone Receiver.,
1 reliephorie Instrument,
1 1ateat pattern (ss Respirator.
4 creanatenweiers.
1 Fineaprle Thrower. _
plso a large queantity of papers, documents, maps €LlC.,
4inecludinge one map shewing the enemy's artillery dispuﬂitinga
ard (nfantry assembly points, approaches, tracks, €iC., and
a pamphlet shewin: all the enemy's signsl code calls.,
I
.
o =-:'-'-=—__.."-_. e R " : T — P e - - N o _d
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ON ORDER Xo 76.

55th AUS | BATT

s
THORE 1 0.0&0
Smﬂid Map Issued. 25.9.17.

ll!--lﬂﬁilnlﬂﬂﬂlﬂl S 201222 2R E R R R R R R R R R R A R R R R s R R E R L R R AR

l. T1 The 5th Australien Division is to attack the enemy
M"pﬂltiuﬂl opposite the present front.

The l4th Aust.Inf.nde will attack between the linex
JoDee26.85 and Jl0+bed35.30 on the south, and the line
from J.®.b.25.70 thence parallel along POLYCONVELD Road
at a distance of 100 yards on the north.
The line to be attacked and consolidated by the 5th jAust.
Div. 18 Jol0e@:d:0s = JOIST FARM -~ JETTY TRENCH - JHBILEE
Mﬂm - J-i.d.&.ﬁ-

2.0BJECTIVE. The objective of the l4th Aust.Inf.pde will be the
BLUE Line shown oOn sketch ‘12‘3“}' issued, 1.0 Jel0ebedb5.30.

- JETTY THENCE - JUEBILEE TREZEFCE - Jed el eS.6. The latter
peint will be the junetion with the 4th Aust. Division.

3.DETATLED PLAN. (8) (i) The attsck of ihe l4th Inf Bde will be
carried out by the 52Zrd, 55th, end 56th Battalicns, the

chjestive of the 65th Battalion being as follows:~-

BLUE Liﬂ' J-‘!'odlalgl . J-4-d.3-6.
The 55th Battalion will follow the 53rd Battalion in the
attack, which Battaelion i8 taking the RED Line J¢l0.2.70.15
- JIlOl.lBlﬂ “MEI ht J-‘F‘-¢-70-35- Inﬂl'ﬁdﬂﬁ the
PUTE. The 56th Battalion's objective will be the BLUE
Line on the right of the 356th Battalion's. The 4th just.
Dive wWill be on the left of the 55th Battalion.

(ii) Consolidation to take place on theé RLUE
1ine under ithe protection of the barrage. Cutposts will
be rushed out when the barrsge subsequently moves
forward.

(111i) The final protective barrage ceases at
zero plus 327 minutes., when patrols must be pushed out
300 yards beyond outpost line. The location of these
posts to be sent back at once to allow for the ad just-
-mert of the S.0.S. barrage.

(b) The 55th Battalion will be guided to its
positions ot the point of assembly, where tapes are being
X MHuctun & 1@id. Dispositions of companies to be as shown in
4 ~° Appendix X attached .
Jippeenslon (¢) Dress and equipment will be as shown in
© b Wan 7“"“"‘fhppom:|.x 2 attached.

4-093501,1,.&&?9_!- Consolidation is to be aarried out on the RLUE
1ine in accordance with instructions alresdy given to

Company Commanders.

5.LIASION. OContact aseroplanes will be in the air at about:-
S zero plus 65 mins...RED LIENE.

zero plus 152 mins..BLUE LINE.
Lesding 1nfmt.ry will be ready to light flares and wave
Watson Fans when the plane signals with KLAXON Horn or
VERY Light. Ccontact planes will carry a blackh streamer
on rear edge of left wing.

6.SICNAL g%ﬂﬂlmgﬂ « The Battalion Signal Officer will arrange
fTor necessary communication during and after the attack
and advise Company Comuanders of his plans.

7.@@_%;@%. ReMeO+ will make necessary arrangements
or evacuation of wounded. 4 additional stretcher bearers
- per company will be appointed for duty before moving from
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our present location.

,. 8.REZPO . Battellion Headquarters will be established at strong-

| _"“E%int JeP.8.85.05. until the BLUE LINE is consolidated

when it will move forward to the vieinity of the ByT™E.

A1l reports will be sent to Battalion Hesdquarters in '

a ~accordence with instructions already issued.

a.m.' watches will be synchronised by runner from Battalion
readquarters before leaving the present location, and also
2 hours hefore sero.

10+ZERO. Zero hour will be notified later.

u;'ggﬂglgﬁ. Barrage Map hes been issued to Company gommenders lnd
| all details in connection therewith communicated verbally

to=day.
12. ACKROYLEDCE and destroy this order before moving forward to
the line.
--"""'"_
//'l/, | - /C-*J- A”LZ//
gaptain.,
1ssued at 2 p.m. to: AQ jutany 55th Battalion .
c.O.bﬁth Bne. 1. g
0.C» "A" COy., £e
O«Cs "B" COYy. Je
OICI -G. ch' 4'
C.Ce "D" CO¥. Oe
aig.0fficer. 6.
war Diary. 7 to P
File 10.
copy 1o

53rd Bﬂtt:ﬂlion- 11,
56th Rattalion. 12.
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(= APPENDIX D B ot
| Q.0 56th Battalion order No 75. APFENDIX 8.

ruaﬁg- Fighting order.
, Haversacks will econtain the following:=

(1) vnexpired portion of the days ration,
(2) Iron ration.

(3) Pair of socks. -
(4’} Mess tin.
waterbotiles to be filied.
| vaterproof sheets will be carried inhaversacks.
t ;

Eqﬁimqnt:- Each man will earry:-

(1) 120 rounds of S.A.A. at least :ﬂamf=ﬁaa&ﬂﬁﬂgw
-r (2 z ﬂﬂﬂhﬁgﬁ. f K‘ﬂ*hﬁ(&}a«;--x.
' (3§ £ Bombs.
@ (4¢) Box respirator.

{6) Field dressing.
3HE3

8.,0.5.ROckets, yery Lights, Cround Fleres, will be carried by
coertain offia;rn end other ranks a8 alresCy deteiled.

At least 2 shovels pPer ERNPENF section will be czrried.
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