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BATTALION ORDER NOC 9/101,

Ref, 62 B N.Ww. 1/&0;000. 28, 9, 1918,

= S ————— i— e — | ———

1, Om z Dey at an hour to be motified the l5th justralian Infantry
Brigsde soting as part of the justralian Corps to whigh the II
American Corps is affiliated, will attack the ememy's positioms in
the BFINDENBURG lime im the sector NAUROY - GOUY, The attack will
be carried out in two phasesy

(2) The 30th pmericam Division on the right smd the 27th American
Division onr the left are to attack at ZERO amd caplure The
Green Line.

(b) The 5th sustraliam Divisiom om the right and the 3rd Austrslian
Division on the left are to pass through the AMERICAN
Divisions im open warfare formatiom smd proceed TO the RED
Line,

8/ Objectives amd boumdaries are as shewn on the maps slready issued,

3., Dispositionms:

(2) 57th Battaliom om the right, 59th Battalion om the lef%:
58th Battalioa im close support im the cemire,

(b) Attached to 57th Battalion:

R MARK V Tanks,
whippet Tanks,

?3 sectiom Light Horse,
Section Pield srtillery,

(¢) Phe 8th sustrelianm Imnfamtry Brigede (29th Battaliom) will be
on the RIGHT of lsth justrelian Infantry Brigade, The i1th
sustrslien Infemtry Brigade (44th Battelion) will be on the
left of 1ls5th Brigade, :

4, 57th Battaliom will arrive at the START line by 9 am, The Battalion
will be disposed om a TWO Company fromt: n," gompany RIGHT: ¥B"
Compeny LEFT in the fromt lime: "C" Company RIGHT: "pY gompany LEPT
dn the secomd line, The Battaliom will occupy trenches in G2 A :
and ¢, Battalion Headguarters will be sbout G & C 10,90, = 4

5, The operatioms as far as they effect the 57th Batteliom will be
divided imnto stages:

STAGE 1, From the START limento the GREEN lime - At 9 am the
pattalion will move withim the boundaries imdimated on
map already issued im am EASTERLY direction, Movement
will be by Platoon Colwms, Battalion Headquarters will
move with the secomd wave., The width of ground covered
by the Battalion during this stage will be approximately
800 yards, approximate time table for various stages 1s

issued separately.

STAGE &, Prom the GREEN line to ESTREES - JONGOURT road,
Phe battaliom will eress the GREEN Lime at llgm, Formstion
mwo waves of TWO limes each either in platoon columns Or
extonded sccoriimg to the opposition beimg emcountered,
At this stage sectioms of the 58th Battalion will have
been interpolated betweem 57th amd 59th Battelions, Two
MARK V temks will have beem guided t0 the head of the
colum &rd will themeeforth eperate im the lead,
57th Battaliom will swing SOUTH EAST skirting ESTREES.
58th Battalion with POUR Tamks attached will attack and
mop up BSTREES., The Southerm edge of the village must he °

marked to permit of,our passage round the jouthern end , 4

CONTD ﬂ
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PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS INIC L
accompenyling
B3477:LIOK ORDER NO 9/101.

26th geptember 1918,

SIGUALS.
) The only light sigmals to be employed will be:

(2) S.0.8.: o 32 Rifle Grenade: Three REDS.

(b) success Signal: No 32 Rifle Gremade: Three WHITES.

5 1t is of the first importance tThat Secrecy should Dbe ohserved
priot to &ll operations in order to effect surprise,
The necegsity for secrecy should be @mpressed om all ramks,

2. -The leaflet "Keep your mouth shut"™ will be pasted im the paybooks
of all justralian persomnel amd will be issued to each individual
American gsoldier,

3. Any Officer, l,C,0, OT mal found discussing the operation inm
public or givimg detalls to any person mov immediately comcerned
will be severely dealt with,

&, mo orders will be givenm and 10 reference will be made to the
operatipm on any telephone line forward of Divisional Hesdquariers

of line Divigions,

S The greatest care will be taken by Officers whose duties require
that they should make recounnaisances in forward areas that no
pap 1is produced except under cover,

CONTACT ABROPLANES.

b 1t is essential that EVERY MAL should kunow when & contact aero-
plehe is desirous of agcertaining the position of our Troops and
how to commmnicate with 17T, Gompeny Commenders will emsure that
all renks are informed (a) Whew The contact machine is likely to

require signals,
(b) The means by which our position is
- communicsted to the machiue,

2. All ranks will &t omece be provided with tin discs, mhege dlses

. will be secured to the reverse side of the smell Box Resplirator
ond will be flashed in the directiom of the contasct aeroplane
when that machine calls for signels by & succession of "As" on
its Klaxon horn,

3 O Red ground flares will be igsued and these will be 1it by front
1ine troops for the same purpose as The discs are flashed when
the aseroplame calls,

COMMULTICATION.

'] ltessage rockets will be issued as soon as available, The signgll-
ing Officer will ensure that Company and Headquarters Signal
personunel are acqiainted witTh their use,

2., A series of code calls for employment between Infantry, using the
Popham penel, and contact seroplones has been issued To The
gignalling Officer, Those gslle. already in use will be retained,

Cont'd,

.
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mhe following are being issued :
(e) 1/20,000 special OQperations Sheet for dispbribution to
all Officers, ' :

= | NN

(b) 1/30,000 map message form for distribution down to i,C.0'S

(¢) 1/30,000 barrage map for distribution To Colpany
gommanders,

= e

(d) 1/40,000 organigation mep,

(e) A mosiac photograph of the Divigional Pront, squared and
freely smunotated for distribution o Gompany Commanders,

(£) Obligue photographe oI The Divigional froant for distribu-
tion to 21l OFfficers anmd semior N,C.0's,

e S I e !

gompsny Gommanders must eunsure that thegse maps and photographs -
are freely circulated to N,0,0's o that the achievement of

their tasks may be faci}itatai. -
BATTALION INTELLIGENCE FOLICE. &

1, One Germen gpeaker end two searchers will be allotted to the
battalion for use as follows:

(s) GERMAN SPEAKER (1) To secure immediate identifications
quickly so that Divisiomal Head-

quarters may be informed speedily of ememy units om the :

battle front,

(11) secure immediate information Tfor the battalion
commender as regerds dispositions, agsembly positions

orders for counter attack, etec,

(111) 7o be im charge of the two searchers, To separate

important documents, orders, maps, ete,, translate and

convey informatiom of moment to: the Battalion Commander,

(b) Two SEARCHERS. The two gearchers under the German speskel
systematically search the battlefield,

enelly positions, suspected Hezsdquarters, dead, etc,, for
pepers, documents, Papd, eic,, have them packed in sand
bags end returnmed to rear through tThe Battalion Intelli-
gence Officer, This persomnel will earry torches and

besides rifles or revolvers, some iills bombs Lor use oxn

eneny dugouts,

TRISONERS.

1, (a) Sesrching,
officers end ,C.0's will De gearched as soon as

pogsible after their capture, by an officer or N,0,0, and
all documeunts tekem from them sent back to Battalion

Headauarters,

(b) Prisoners other than officers snd 1I.6.0's will be searched
on their srrival at the Corps Cage, |

(¢) 4ll remks must understand that & Prisouners paybook,
jdentity disc and persomal belomgings should not be takem
from him, All escorts amd guerds mst be warned to take
speeial precazutions to preveml prisoners from destroying

papers,

Q. separation of Prisoners.
Care W e teken that officers, ,0.0's and

privetes are separated from ome anotvher et once and are
not sllowed to communicate, Prisoners who have been

GONTDL,

_-‘. b—H-ﬂ. -
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interrogated should mot be allowed to mix with those who' hawve
not yet been examined,

2. It is important that when prisouners are semt back, iunformat-
ion rezarding the locality of capture should accompany thei,

3, It is most important that mo officer or N,C,0. excePt those
dnly suthorised be @llowed to interrogate or converse with

pPrisoners,

4, Prisomers should be sent to rear with as little delay as
possible, OCare must be takem thatl too many men are not
employed on escort duty, +

IDENTIFICATIONS.

The, importance of pessing on 2ll identifications as speedily
ag pogsible camnot be too strongly impressed on all concerned,
It is essential that the identifications and locelity in whieh
obtained should he sent to Battalion Headquarters as soon &s
gecured, -

pre—"

LIEUT,
ADJT. 57th BATTALION.A.I.F.
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Eﬁ | 57th BATSATIQON. A, I, 8. APPEND'X “J 7 gtf'

S BEREL. Lo
PRELIMINARY » INSTRUCZIONS IO &
accoipanylng |
. BATTAZION OBDER KO, 9/101,
&6Uh Seplember 1918,

INFO 100 ‘

The following:dmformation:is reauired by Battalion Headquartiers
during the operation:

(a) Position of our troops,

(b) Position =znd strength of the enenmy,

(¢) Wature end -position of enemy defences, |
(i) Heture and difr%"m"lgd.on of hﬂ-ﬂ'ﬁ,le shelling, |

(e) Identification off germsn units,

All ranks will water Dottles and two irom ratioms, The
extra bottle and ratiom Mall be issued later,

It must be clearly dmpressed upor all mpanks that both iron
rations are emergency ratdons and will mot on any-account be consumed
* without the permission of an Officer,

Movement in the forwsipd ares must be rediicedstosan absolute

¥

mindimom, Officers will %l,ain t0 their men the reasomns Ifor

restricted movement, Gred care must Dbe exerciged regarding lights

ete, at night, =

LOCTING,

.l.‘banlut'aly no looting of cumemy dead is To De permitted, The omly
people suthorised to search bodies are The Intelligence Ppersonunsl,

DISYOSITIONS.

] ion Head - 1
Exsct Company dispositions should Ds sent in o Battal
querters as soon as possible after The final objective has Dbeen

reached so that an 5,0.5. line may be givenm,

All ranks are to be warhed of the meed of caution in respect§to
mines emnd booby traps,

W s

2 | LIEUT, o

ADJT, 57th BATTALION, A.I.F, 0
.;;
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PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS HO 3
acocompanying
BATPALION ORDER IO 9/101,

— e —— e — s o - = B —

GORPS ARTILLERY AND TANKS. .. g

particulars regarding the co-operation of Artillery and seank"é;fq_n ""Bhe
Corps Front have alresdy heen communicated to Company Commanders, This
information will be pessed on to all ranks, R .y

The enemy may try to remder all dugouts umusable &s he retiresidy A&
exploding Yellow Cross shell in them, During an gdvence it is imposss {
ible to brimg up eylimders of Chlorime, the use of which 1s the: bestt
means of neutralizing Yellow Cross Gas. 3

In the circumstances the best method will be to keep fires burmi
the dugout for some hours and place the dugout out of bounds, Thige# = ~
dugout should mot be occupied nntil it has been declared fit Tor = g

ocoupation by the Brigade G&S officer,

y

LAND MINVES
7he following reports on mining in Germaan back areas have been raﬂai“'

T

(2) LE CATALE®: Mines have been placed in houses and "La Rue
Wetiomale™ is mined ome kKm. south of LE CATALET Church,

(p) All the wells in tThe localities meighbouring on ST QUENTIN have
2180 been m-

LaIXS,
4 Merk v end two Whippet tamks have been allotted to 57th Battalion,

ARTILLERY.
One section of Pield artillery has been s1lotted to 57th Battalion,

Prom 11 sm heavy artillery will not emgage targets Bast of the north,
end south grid linme separating 3B 19 and 20, From 13 Noom it will
1ift 1000 yards east: =t 1 pm 1000 east again and sO Ox,
great care must be exercised by Company Commanders in the regulatioms
of their advance so that our owa troops do not walk into this

barrage,

SAVALRT.

gavalry will cross the start line at 2 pm to be in close co-operation
with the gth Australisn Infantry Brigade om our right,

ENEMY ARTILLERY.

Enemy gunsg are reported to be in GOUX HOUROY end BSTREES.

INFORMATIOLN,

mation regarding enemy
1t is of the first importance thet speedy informa
forces and dispositioms Dbe sent to Battalion Headquarters, Calre
should be takem that the time of any occurrance 1s mqntinned in the

text of messages, i s

; / Lh&ﬁf‘wmu
ADJT, 57TH BAT TON AT
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si ECREL. + 57th BATTALION. A.I.F.
PRELIMINARY ~ INSTRUCTION KO 4,

accompanying
BATTALICN ORDER NO 9/10l,

1, ammunition, Bombs, Sigmals, etec,
The following will be issued today;

1l extrs Bamdolier S,A.A. Per maa,
L extrs water bottle per mam,

1l extra ellergemcy Ratiom per man,

8 Wirecutters per Platoon,
7 S.0.8. Sigmals per Company,
6 Success Sigmals per Company,
60 Groumd Flares per Company.
3 Message Rockets per Company,

In sddition each Company will carry as mMany picks and shovels as
rpogsible,

&, LIAISON,

0.C, "B" Company will detail ome Qfficer to report to Headquarters
119 pmerican ‘Regiment before 7 pm tomight for lisison duty, He will
take with him two rumumers and will keep these Hesdquarters iaformed
of the situation, He will rejoim his Company &8 the Battalion passes
over the Greem Linme,

3. APPROACH MARCH TO START LINE.

Companies will pass the startinmg point ( the HIGSON QUARRIES im 1 10A)
st 7 15 am on Zero day &md proceed on a twe Collpany ?rnntage as glready
allotted, by Platoon columms via routes already recornnoitred,

Company Commguders must be responsible for Jjudging of the mnecessity for
ordering men to temporsrily take cover if exposced to heavy shelling,

In the event of casuslties, woumded will be placed umder the best cover
avellable but the msrch of the columm must mot be delayed,

4, WOULDED.

Special messures mugt be takem t0o preveat tamks from rumaning over
wounded, Places where woumded are lyimg should be imdicated by a rifle
with bayomet fixed thrust @mto The groumd amd with a piece 0f white

rag attached,
5. MINES AND TRAPS.

wara all rsmks to beware of mimed dugouts zmud to be careful of mined
trenches, Minenwerfer asre sometimes buried im tremches with & board

resting om the instanmtaneous fuses,

6. TRENCH SHELTERS.,

The tremch shelters at present on issue to Qompanies must be carefully
collected prior to movimg out amd placed with the Company blankets in
the charge of CQUS's until collected by the @,M, The Q,i, will
arrange %0 collect all blankets, cookers trench shelters, etc, ‘st soon
a8 posaihla sfter the Battalion moves out,

7. MEDICAL., The R,M,0, will remain at rear of The columm throughout the
&ﬂ.m& e, '.r) g

pr' .
& * LIEUT,

<8, 9, lols,

A
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The 58th Battaliom will emdeavour to supply troops for this
purpose, but "B" Company will be respomsible for remdering what
assistalne is necessary im this,operationm,

The 57th Battaliom duriag this Etage will Dbe operzsting in portiom
of 8th Brigade sares. .
WAY Company aznd "D" Compamy wWill proceed to the gastern

ESTREES - JONCOURT road, "D" Colmpany passing through "B" Company,
will occupy the Westerm road, Battalion Hesdquarters at this
stage will be located about H 2 D 6.4.

STAGE. 3 The attack om the BERUREVOIR -~ FONSOMME LINE will be carried
out by three Compamies, "A" on the RIGHT: "C" ia the CENTRE:
"D" on the LEFT, For this purpose "D" Company will side slip to
the NORTH until its LEPT flamk rests sbout H 3 A Cemtral, "C"
Company will move from the wWesterm road to the REasterm road,
"B" Compamy will by this time have occupied the yesterm ruad
TA" Compamy will mowe outpreceded by & tamk to the direction of
SWISS COTTAGE, "C" Company will move out as soom as "A"™ (Qompahy
is clear of the road, "D" Company wikll move as soom as "C" ¢oy.
is clear, "B" Company will move to the EBasterm road as soom as
"A" Company has moved off, The RIGHT flamk moving first,
Battalion Headquarters will move with "B" Company to the bend in
the Sumken road H 3.C 6.1,

STAGE 4 Capture and comsolidation of the RED lihe - including
capture of WILNCOURT, The explortation as far as the RED line
must be umdertakem without delay, The method of attack cemmot
be laid dowm with precision asnd will depemd upon the situation
at this moment, "A" Company will move forward amd take up a i
position alomg the RED line facing RAKMICOURT with left flamk o=
sunken road leading to SWISS COTTAGE. "C" Compamny from that
point 600 yards NORTH, Omne tamk will work roumd SWISS COTTAGE
HEill omn the NORTH side of it; the other will work roumd the
southern outskirts of WIANCOQURT.
"C" Compamy must provide flahkimg protectiom as the Company
passes WIANCOURT whilsgt "D" Company advances O0n WIANCOURT
passing through aud mopping it up, "B" Company as soom as the
atteck on the RED Lime hags coumen¢ed will move forward amd occupy
that part of the BEAUREVOIR - POLSOMIE road which rums through
H 4 ¢, "B" Company will here await orders a=nmd be prepared either
to support the attack om WIANCOURT or occupy any portiom of the

RED Lims,

ACTION OF TAINKS.

In crossing the BEAUREVOIR - FONSOMUE Lime, tenks will deposit
8 boxes of 3-.11-.&-

—

Uporn the arrival of the Battalion at the RED Lime und capture of
WIANCOURT tenks will rally. The four tasnks allotted tp the 58th
Battaslion for the capture of ESTREES will slso be available to

assist in the capture of the RED lime should their duties permit,

’?' /5’%#(\» huw{,c—_,
/\.- e
4,30 pm, G,0.57th BATTALICN.A.I.F.

)
&h‘_—_ o = I S

_,—_::-Ef._';-\."_. -

\
- _.-'.-: . — i _"l-'.'- —'}'-—- =

i S
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| i@ﬂiﬁin 7 A1S MAIBNHOL Asiel-  APPE NDIX
v il B4TTALION ORDER HNO 9/los,
. Ref, 62 B. Nw. 1/20,000. lst Qctober 19lg,

1, At Zero hour om the morming of lst Qctober the 5th Australian \
Division will asdvamee from its present lime and sieze and aunamlidatﬁ‘qf
along the lime from A 32 Central to H 15 Cemtral, ;:5:

&, The 15Th justralisn Infantry Brigade will be om the left, the lath K-ZU?

dAustralian Infantry Brigade operating on the right, R

*.___ =L

3, The §7th Battaliom has beem allotted fromtage as follows: T
From K 22 C 2,4 on the left to G 5D 5,8 on the right, The roed to i |
gt CABARET WOOD FARM is exclusive to 57th Battalion smd INCLUSIVE to m%*
: 58th Battaliom, The CABARET WOOD FARM road is the left boundary,
Phe right boumdary is a lime rumning from the intersection of the

rallway amd tremeh G 5D 5,8 to 4 30 D 0,0,

4, At 5,30 am on the morming of get, lst Compamies will be in position
in the LE CATALET - NAUROY lime in the following order from RIGHT to

LEFT: WAT Company -
TN n
| meyn "
nRn n

Wwithin the limits set out in para 3,

., 5. Bach Compesny will oecupy 350 yards,

6. One Compaay of Temks is attached to the Division for the purpose of
dealing with the maze of tremches west of BSTREES, The tanmks will
approach round the Southern edge of BELLICOURT arnd proceed through
9‘5“6-@‘5: !

7. The 59th Battalion will operate on the RIGHT flasmk of 57th Battalion A
and the 58th Battaliom will operate om the LEFT flank, |

8. (a) A barrage will be put dowm at 6 am 200 yards beyomd the Start
line, - amd will 1ift 100 yerds every 3 (THREE) mimutes,
(b) When the troops have reached their objective a protective barrage
50C yards beyomd will remaim to cover conmnsolidation,
(¢) The axignt of the advance for 57th Battalion is approximately
900 yards,

8. At Zero plus 3 mimutes troops will commemce the advance, each Coupany
advencing im two waves, The secomd wave will mot pass through the

first wave but will remainm behind at a distance of 100 to 200 yards
unless the first wave require support to emable it to advance,
"B" Company will deteil s stromg platoom to attack amd capture
CABARET WOOD FARM, This portiom of the atback will be in coanjunction
2;fhlagzack by similar party of 58th Battaliom who will operate om

e Le1L L, :

10, Arrived at the lime of objective the battaliom will dig in in two limes
about 400 yerds apart, Jdvantage will be takem of the configumwatiom
of the ground so that the fimsl lime will be s séries of posts along
the gemeral lime of the objective given, '

11, 1In the event of a counter attsck drivimg us from our positiom bhefore
we are Properly established the lime of main resistasnce will be the
LE CATALET - NAUROY Trenmch,

12, COMMUNICATIONS. i

I
(L) Two relay runmmer posts will be established, q
(a) At 'C"™ Company's presemt Hesdqusrters, |

(b) At Lamp sSigmal Statiom G 4 B 45,50, The Sigualling officer

will be established at "Q¢" Coupany's present Headquarters,
Fe will emdeavour to run limes forward to Companies from f
this poiyt, He will regulaste all runmer traffic forward £

T
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rearward, Compenies will semd their messages to the Sigma

Officed at "C" Qompangds present Headquarters, |

(ITI) Bach Company will detail ome rummer to report to the Siguselling
0fficer at C Company's present Headquarters at 5,30 am today,

13, (8 )rhe location of the objective can be guaged from the position of
CABARET BOE&E or from the fact that CABARET WOOD FPARM is half way,

(b)Proops must be impressed with the mecessity for keeping close up to
the barrage.

(¢ )all Bombs, S.ash. etc,, will be carried, 35,0.8. Signals also should
be takem, Picks amd Showvels will be required,

14, Zero hour will be 6 AM today lst Qctober,
ACKNOWLED G B. 4

LIBUD,
1,43 am. ADJT257th BATPALION.A.I.P.

Issued to all Companies,

i S
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Nui No ' ! ﬁ FE . , '2 o
S+ 57th BATTALION.A.1.T. NDIX o
EQRE T, ‘ il
et BATTALZION "ORDER No 9/110,
Ref, 62 B Iw 1/20,000. 1, 1lo; lols,

1, The Battaliom will be relieved tomight by units of the zmd Australfian
Division,

2, Prior to the relief the following adjustilents will be made in the
positions of Companies,

3, U"B" gompany will as soon as it is dusk move forward and establish & d

1ime of outposts om the GRANDCOURT + ESTREES Road (B 19 ¢ amd 35 B) o
A np" gompany will establish & secomd limeof posts from BANK COPSE to |
X FOLREPRISE PARMN,

mAY Gompany Will remaim im present location keeping in touch with

"g" Company,

g gompany will teke over such posts as are vacated by "B" Company

on the left snd will also keep im touch with WA" Company om the

right,

4, These moves will be accomplished.immedistely om receipt of this grﬁarjjT

5., Om relief Gompsmies will proceed to G 3 aud G 4 anmd occupy our positiong
to be aldocated as follows: pe
npY Gompany aumd "D" Compamy will occupy the Camal Bank, WA" Coimpany  J
will occupy tremch rumming N amd § G 3 B amd D, "C" Compamy will —  §
oceupy tremch im rear rumning N and 5 through G 3 4 aad G, g

soon as relieved, |

- %, Battalion Heedguarters will be situated in the same location as yestexrd§
Report arrival whem this vicinity is reached, :

, Rationms will be awvailable at the ration Duup same location as last
’ night at 10 pm tomight, =Hech company will arramge to collect its
own quota,

61 '&5 m-l
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ilrfﬂ::.:Fll-!!l-llh-liln-!':'ﬂd'a----.,..q...........-.,n‘.. T';ﬂl'dﬂ
- B e
Othice of Origin ang Service Instructions

This message 48 on aje of :

This message is on aje of :

'I‘ll!ll-i-'_.. W AREEE
w .' R L L L R T T T Lre

tp 18

ll‘lll'lllllqillnliirn-----tir--l--uui-llunl

e ac b - AR AD

AEETa s EsAEEEER RS

(Signature of ** Franking Officer') ] B¥.vvvivennss b

AR ek T T (Slenature of " Franking Officer) | By.......ooo

Ll

Tol 000 L7 Wi ~_ W
9 T1 s/ i? ( g 7 _.L?-L-.. TOA

Sender’s Number. Day of Month. In reply to Number, [

- Sender’s Number. Day of Month, B0 7605 €6 Moo R T T T e s — |
S 4 SR | sl | ass '
—— ——— | - (e O
“ o e W, Sy o P : < | C,a_'m.
SR, S !ir-' ~ S N - A— Mm ' ‘*-ﬁ-—.
' Bt

-r-'.-.-d-'!"'}

| Place '
j Time |
| The above may be forwarded as now corrected. | (Z ) | g
| EEA R EE e | ) ‘J
; R L L L L T T R N T I Rt dEEenEeRRiRERERRNEERE -
LR L T T R T I WEEEEEEE (Y Y T | LT LT} | [ --r

Cengor ' iy
- t f
—-__'___—_____&'ﬂ-rﬂ o _ﬁddm or parson authorised totelegranh Inhis e || Censor, ignature of .ﬁddms'ﬁ_rﬁt' person authorised to telegraph lu‘]ﬂ'_um-
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Sender’s Number, Day,of Month. In reply to Number,

AAA | E

| | = + = b = _ ¥ |
lk - a £ __il -._(j-h i (:__'}- T e a,.f 'y &_qr ?'5: . d ﬂ_,_ﬁ , | _. .Er 1__'
U [ ieo- | RN KK | g FOA T | K |

| S T
%\A | B4 I}ﬂ-""# 4 Lé"‘_\;_ e Bl el | C 't: ¢ i
I"': L 1

_ XIGN3ddY

From CUAA AL e e A . g}-t}qu - |/§ I \.j: "* #'IJE:“H‘*- ‘M;':

Place -
2l

Time
Tihe above may be Jorwarded as now correcte

. U R P 0 o),
e e e e E R T Lt !

b L LT p i RESARE L
. Censor.
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57th BATTALION,

. .
Material cgptured by 57th Battaliom during the
period 29th september/lst October
l9lg,

Heavy Iachine (Guas,
Light lachine Guns,

77 m.m, Gun (No 29717)
Light Minenwerfer
Rengefinder,

Heavy llachinme Gun Mountings,

Lieutensnt and jd jutant

57th BATTALION, A.I.F.
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:; ' _- 26 6 57th BATTALION, A.1,.F.

personsl Narrative of Q, C, "D Qompsny,

On the 27th Sept. orders were received that we were to move %0
position nmear TEMPLEUX. AV 2.2 pm the head of the columm was 10 pass
s givem poimt with 100 yards betweem companies, My Company WOvimg iam
rear of column, QObservimg the usual halts we mgrcheu as far as
PINCOURT where we halted for the eveming meal, Comntisuimg the march
from here we passed aroumd ROISEL where we picked up guides who were
to guide us to our destimstiom, AT this place we ctayed uantil the
morning of the 29th whem we were to move im rear of the jmericams and
fimally to pass through them to our objective which was the red lime
east of WIANCOURT. A4t 7.15 am my company moved alomg the left of
the railwsy im resr of B Company, My company beimg in the secomd wave,
Moving seross the tremches im fromt of HARGICOURT im L 6 the battalion
was forced to merge imto file im oruer to,keep touch, the fog and
simoke makimg it impossible to see more tham a few yards ahead, Moving
due east we took up our positiom om the westerm side of the camal ia
G 4 a, We did mot comtinue our advayce from this point until 3 pm }
owing to the lack of imformastiom from fprward, At 3 pm the battaliom
hopped over, my Compamny Woving in the secomd@ wave, That night our
lime was established im the LE CATARET - NWAUROY linme my Compamny
withd rawing to supportim rear of the camal in G 4 a, In this position
we remasined until the morming of the lst wher we moved forward to the
#ttack, Prior to the barrage I had established myself in the LE
CATELET - NAUROY lime on the left of "A" gompsny., abt 6 am the barrage
fell., It lifted 100 yards every three miamutes smd at 6,30 am We
hopped over zmnd took our objective, mo oppositiom being offered,

prom there I pushed forward a patrol to B 25 &, 4t 10,30 am ;
1 advenced ro road rumming from BANK COPSE to FOLERIFRIZE FARI, snd !
established & lime om the right of ¢ Company, At this time The emely
heavily shelled my position gnd at 11,30 a: I retired to my former 5
position, Orders were received for me at 5,30 pui to push forward amd
occupy that ridge from which I retired, This I did at 7 pm and i
estebLished a lime of posts betweenm BANK COFSE and POLERTFRIZE PARM.
I receiwed orders that the forward company had been relieved and that
I was to proceed to the camal bamk ia G 4 a. We remsined there until
11,30 am on the same day whem we moved t0 our present location,

CAPT, .‘
3. 10, 18, 0,C. D. Gompany, i

CCM;« fo, Captzn

B PEacocr o

Penteagr: )
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% i APPENDIX = - | bo
k. 57th BATTALION. A.L.X. 7

Fersonal Narrstive of Q,C, ™A™ Compzay
re Ooperatioms Sept, &7th / oct, 2md 1lols,

¥

= -

Ref.Sheet, 62 C NE. 1/20,000, Sheet WIANCOURT 1/20,000.

im Square L 8 and 9,
Sept. 48th, Rested in szme area. forward routes recommoitred,

gept. 29th., Ccomp:ay moved to "START LINE" passing sStartiang point HIGSON
QUARRIES &t 7 15 am - from there omn we came umder shell fire - .
gnd om mearing the START LINE we wame into a deanse fog which
hampered our advance comsiderably - orders were received that
Wwe Were to move forwsrd to the PUNNRBL (om our sector) SOUTH of
BELLICOURT. We moved to this positioa psusing for a few minutes
in the HINDENBURG LINE in ¢ 3 D. On reachimg the TUNNEL, the
position forward was mot clear and the Compasny took up a
temporary defemsive positiom there, about 12,30 pm a patrol
went forward sbout 400 to 500 yards and could mot locate Troops
except the ememy on EAST side of tummel,
Orders were received that we were to attack LE CATALET - HAUROY
line of tremches amd exploit ss far as possible, Zero 3 P,
At 3 pm "aA" and "B"™ Compamies advanced, each Company having one
dark V Bamk and several "yhippets" were to operate, The 58th
Battalion appesred to be late in startimg their advamce, A" amd
"EY Companies were supported by "C" anmd "D" Compsnies respect-
ively,
on reachinmg the susmkem road in G.4.B., the ememy put downm = |
machine gum barrage amd from a close ramge field guns opemed a |
deadly fire-om to the tamks, 4t this time there Were i Mark V
and 4 whippets om the Gompany Sector, e advamced im rushes to
approximately ¢ 4.D 9.9. We sppeared to be gettimg very heavy
casualties in the Compamy and most of the tamks were put out of |
sctiom, The stromgest opposition appeared to be coming from
our left fromt amd I therefore decided to cross the railwasy lime
which would protect our left flamk amd attsck from the gouth of
the Railway, We accomplished the movement to the right in
rushes from amd to shell holes and were able to reorgamise im &
tremch rumnimg parrallel with our objective, we them resumed
the attack amd mmemy were seen evacuatimg to the ridge im rear
of tremches, We captured our objective about 4 pm amd 0,C, "C"
Company calle forward amd together we recommoitred the tremch
200 yards to the left of where we had emtered it, He immediatey
brought "C" Compamy into the tremch om my left, I also sent g
patrol to the right smd it got in touch with the z29th Battalionm
who had slso reached the LACATALBET LINE., Patrols were sent
forward to railwey lime sbout 300 yards iam fromt, it was not
oceupied by the ememy, who was them occupyimg the ridge about
400 yards Rast of 1T,
We Were receiving a comsiderable amount of I,G, fire from g
CABARAT FiRM and the slightest forward :movement On our part was |
regedted from that quarter, B

sept, 27th, Battaliom moved from Rest Area to Bmbamkmemts South of TEMPLEUX 1

sept. 30th, We remsimed in LE CATALET TRENCH - there was comgiderable move- ==
memt of ememy im small parties om ridge to our fromt amd every
target was actively emgsged, about ¢ am lith Brigade carried 8
out an operatiom, movimg NORTH alomg LE CATALET TR, but we were' @
still subject to M,¢., fire from our left flamk, 1

oet, lst. The Brigade carried out sm operation - 4 Company opercted on
right flauk of 57th Bli. =~ the objective WaS reached behind a
creepimg barrage smd A Compuomy occupied tremches im G 6 B = A
comnecting with 59th BN om right amnd D Colpany 57th BN on left,
our barrsge was good, Eumeuwy shewed mo 0pposSition gud fled inm 4
disorder. we captured 14 prisomers of 46th Regiment ,

gount'd

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/7600
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2 6& Imediately our barrage lifted a platoom was sent fo¥ward to
‘ FOLEMPRISE FARM snd to recommoitre ground REAST Of ESTREES gad y
WwEST of BANK COFSE., IEmemy appeared to have retired ﬁEyﬂnd__
BEAUREVOIR LINE but could be seem returming im small parties . |
snd diggiang in there. ESTREES appeared 1O have been evacuated,
our patrol after beinz eut: for.about an hour were heavily fired
om by if,G, amd 2z field guns werse brought into sction om forward
slope west of BEAUREVOIR TR. apmd fired over open sights at
them, The patrol returmed to lime occupied by the Company, 4
gbout 11 am I received orders %O conform to forward moveument
of ¢ and D Companies - these compamies Were them advamcing to- |
wards sumkem road betweem FOLEMPRISE PM. amd BANK COPSE.
I gave orders to the Compsmy TO move forwgrd and immediately
went ahesd myself to the right of b, Compamy, A4S SO0R ab thesge
gompamies appesred over the crest the emely shelled ﬁh&m
heavily amd the positiomn &ppeared almost untenable, Before I
had gzot A Compsay igto positiom oOn the aligmment it was decided
to withdraw to the origimal objective umtil darkness set im, s
T
|
|

0CT, 2nd, on morming of 2znd we were relieved and returned to HINDENBURG
LILE., .

The work of ell Platoom goumanders, .L,C,0s and den throughout
the operations was splemndid,

m T erRe

Lieut,
3/10/18, 0.0. "A" Company,
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PRIDAY.
27.9.18.,

SUNDAY
29.9.18.

MONDAY
30,9.18,

TUESDAY

1st Oct,1918NAUROCY LINE and at Zero plus 3 57th Battaliom asdvamced and dug

57th BATTALION, 4.1l.F.

APPENDIX 7 /é’;'

Fersonagl Narrative., of .
O.0. "B" Company. \

57th Battalion moved forward from position mear PERONIE gued trav- |
elled by Route march to a point mear TEMPLEUX where we arrived |
late at night amd remeined umtil about 7 am on the mormiag of \
the 29th imst, 5

B Company moved forward vias HIGSON QUARRIES along railway to SLAG
QUARRIES and themce roughly along the EBAST amnd WEST GRID between
¢ 1lsmd ¢ 7 to a point along G 2 & 323 and thenmce im a I, E,
direction towards ¢ 3 Cemtral, Crossimg the tremch systems in

G 3 a and b we came to umd dug inm alomg Cemal Tunumel at G 4 &,

At this point we were umsble 0 get im touch with american troops
ia froant smd gt 3 pw the battaliom gdvamced towards Lhe LA
CATALET - NAUROY LINE. Battaliom dispooition srtillery formationm
of sections, A Compsamy right, B Compeny left, C Compeny Right
support, D Company left support, Ome tamk was allotted to each
of the froamt Compamies, Immediately the asdvamce coimenced the
enemy opemed up with 77s', 4,2, and 5,98 &t poimt blamk ramge,
The two tamks attached to the battalioa were out of action froim
direct hits withian 10 mimuted, lio 8 platoam on the left fromt Was
reduced by 50 perceant casualties imeluding rlatoon Commguder |
Lieut, FPleming and Platoon sergeant walker, DCM, No 7 Platoon om
the right was reduced to 5 mem, The casualties of this platoon 4'
juncluded Platoorn Commender Lt,Dumcan, 2 Seaxtiom ¢ommanmders and th&!
whole of the Lewis Gum sectiom with their gum, It was impossible -
to advance under the fire so I ordered the Compsmy 0 reorgam.se
ia trenmch rumming from G 4 A 9,9 to gunken road in G 4 B, whils®
I informed the Battaliom Commamder Of the stute of affairs,
Meamtime 4 Compemy om right had succeeded 11 getting a footing im
the LEICATALET - NAURCY LINE by way of the rallway lime through =
G 5C and D and ¢ Company moved to positioxn in trench or , Company
left, B Compaiy then advancedto amd dug in support alomg a lims
extending from ¢ 5 a 0.5 to G & & 2.0. _

il Lkl

At 4,30 am B Company moved forward and emtered the LE CATELET -«
NAUROY LINE betweem "A"™ end "C" Compsmies, AT 6 am the 1l4th Brigad
(53rd Battaliom) cleared the LE CATALET - NAUROY TRENCH between C |
Gompeny left flamk 2t G 5 b 0,3 and the 58th Battaliom Right at

A 28 b 95,00 smd B Company passing im behimd 53rd Battalion
occupied the tremch betweem the points memtiomed, At 7 am I got
ia touch with ILt, Dalgleish, 58th Battaliom, to fimd what he kunew
of the CABARET WOOD PARM, He told me that he had emdeavoured to
get there about half sh hour earlier but had been drivem back to
this tremeh by 1,G., fire frou FARM and sugll Sunkenm road im G 29 &4
about 10 am it was reported that ememy had been seen going out of
the FARM so I ordered sgt FORRESTER, No 6 Platoon to semnd out a
patrol to imvestigate, this patrol however met with no bhetter
success tharn that of 58th Battaliom, The emeiny shelled trench
heavily several times amd killed Lgt, gollinms, o 5 Platoon
commaunder, Nothiag else umusual happemed for the day.

At 6 am barrage fell 800 yards ia fromt of our tremch LE GﬂTEHEI

in along Il & S grid line betweem A 29 and 30, B Compamy left flank
was Phrowa back to rear to keep im touch with 58th Battalion whose !
Right flamk was dug im at & 20 Cemtrgl, AT & time later the
Brigsdier coming forward Ordered the Battalion forward, Our |
scouts having aslready reported the ridge im froaut clear we advanc-

ed covered by sereem of scouts amd reached a positiom om topof
ridge iz & 24 d A 32 b? at this point we suffered wvery heawvy
casualties from emeumy direct shell fire, B Colpany Were disposed
as follows, Ilo 5 Platoom dug in om sumken road APEX A 30 b 7.8,
o & Platoom at 4 30 b 5.8, No 8 Platoon (made UP Of remaants of
7 sad 8 Platao:a% ia part of guam pit at A &4 ¢ 8.3, AV this time
matters were becomimg so serious from a casualty point of view
GOHT?:’

that we were forced to returm to our positlons OR grid line

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1007600
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between A 29 and 30, The 58th Battalion comformed t0 our move- '
ments snd their right post was iam touch with my left at Cross
Roads in & 24 C., At 7 pm B Company umder cover of darkmess moved
forward and ocecupied the CRANDCOURT - ESTREES ROAD from left at
Cross roads B 19 ¢ to bemd im road B 25 b where we were ia touch
with 59th Battaliorn, e were unable to get ias touech with 58th
Battglion on left although we patrolled 400 yards slomg road
towards GRANDCQURT amd captured 3 prisomers im doimg so,THe ounly
post of the 58th Battalion we were able to fimd was established
at sbout o 37 D 5.0, they were them beimg relieved by men of §4th |
Battglion, B Company was relieved about 13,30 am by 20th Bat taliom i

and returmed to Camal Tumnel G 4 a,

4
| |
3/10/18, 0.C. "B" Company. ‘

¥ &
-_._G_J-uﬂ
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266 57th BATTALION.A.I.P.

APPENDIX '2.7 [6; i!
\y

Personal larrative of Capt, BE.K. Keys
nar ooy, 57th pattalion, covering recend
operations.

—— ————

T moved forward with my Company from the bivousc area at 6,50 &am
ox the mormimg of the 29th imst, Jjoimimg the remginder of the Battaliom
nesr the HIGSON QUARRIES, The route followed was alomg the rallway line
ag far as COLOGHE PARM themce due east alomg lime of telegraph poles, |
ghortly sfter passimg GOLOGNE FARM & heavy fog came om amd touch bétween
wmits was msintsimed with difficulty., At about 10,45 am the camal '
tupnel omsthe left of BELLICQURT was reached awd a few stragglers from
various ameriean Umnits were met with, They could give mo accurate
informetiorn as to the progress of the attack, Patrols were thereforec
pushed out smd these immediately came umder hostile machime gumn fize,
emefly was also imfilasdimg the csmal bamk from the North amd 1t was
appareat that the attsck of the smericsms had come To a stamd still,

At 3 pm I moved out with my Compsmy to atteck the LE CATERET -
OUROY Lime, followimg im rear of "A"™ Compeamy who formed the right half |
of the first wawe the other two Companies beimg om my left, Jumediately j

S

L

we started we came under heavy @achime gum amnd artidllery fire, The tamk
geccompanying the attack were put outv of actiom immediately, sfter
considerable difficulty I reached the railway lime at gpproximately :
4D 7.4, There I came upon Lieut, Meara, 0,C. "A"™ Companmy and after L
comsultation we decided to push om and attempt to resch the LE CATELET - |
NAUROY lime slthough touch had beem lost with the left Compamies and we
could see that they were mot advancing, |

we entered this linme 2t about G 5 D 633 and worked along Lo the
left, It, Mesra's Company extending to about ¢ 5 D 4.8, there oy right
flank rested smd the Compemy worked alomg the treuch to the left, 4
party of the ememy were ia the tremch 2% gbout G 5 B 3.1, After & shor%d
exchange of bombs these were drivem out and a party ol cuely advaucing
towards the tremeh from the east were dispersed byLewis Gua fire, |
casualties beinmg inflieted om them, e established a bombimg block ian Tl
tremch at asbout G 5 4 9.5 end coysolidated our positiom, At this time
I had omly two very weak platooms with me, the remaining two havimg becom
disorgamised and mixed with B Compmuy shortly siter leaving the camsl
tunnel when the enemy's fire held up the left hglf of the advance,

iy left flamk was well im the air, the ememy holding CABARET
FARM WOOD and that portiom of the LE CATERET - NAUROCY LILE to the south
west of the farm, Laeter om during the might amother of my platooms
calle up snd gave some much needed stremgth to our lime, The position
remained unchanged uatil ¢ am mext MOTrning (30th sept.) Wwhem the 53rd
Battalion asdvanced astride our lime amd mopped up the LE CATALET -
NAUROY Liné to the North, Qur Lewis Gums gol im some good work é&m the
Humrs as they retired from the tremch to CABARET WOOD FARM, B Compsny mOW
moved up amd occupied the tremch from my left flamk to the road at
A 239 C 2.4.
| puring the day I semt out patrols to ascertaim if emeily were

holdimg coumtry in fromt but they were umable 1O get far owimg to heavy
mgchine gum fire comimg from the fromt amd from both flanks, particularly
from CABARET WOOD FARM smd its vicimity. “

mmemy artillery smd maschime guus were very active all day. A%
6 am om the lst imst, I moved forward with my Coumpamy under cover of am
asrtdllery barrsge, This barrage was fairly good om my sector with the
exception of ome 6 imch gum which was shooting short comsistently and
caused us come cssuslties, I dug in on & lime about four humdred yards
in fromt of CABARET COPSE 2nd immediastely pushed out a stromg patrol
to recomnoitre groumd im frout,

Later om im the mormimg I moved forward ageim amd dug im on the
line of the rosd from BANK COPSE asnd POLEMPRISE FARM . Here the emeiy
had direct observation om us from the mext ridge smd shelled us out of
this positiom, we withdrew to the positiomn taken up during the morming, i

= SECEE  e————— B

At about 1 pm om the z2nd imst, the Battalion was relieved by the
20th Battalion smd we mOoved back to the HINDENBURG Lime mear BELLICCURT.

" | - g%/d!’/ et CAET.

3. 10, 18, 0.C, "C" CoOmpsnye.

1

¢

.~ 4 I . i . — ———
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266 57th BATTALION, A.I.F,
5., 10, 18,
PERSONAL HARRATIVE
of events in commection with the

Operations of 29tk Sept,

to 2md Qet, 19lg,
THE ADVANCE T0. From the vicinity of TBMPLEUX, 4500 yaris behind the
START LINE. Start Linme of the 30th Americam Division, we started

at 7 am, we were not due there till 9 am, but the
godng would bhe bad for a colume sxd it would be hd¥vantbtageous to have
time to getveet and view the unkanown country before startiag, we
moved in two main columms with Battalion Headquarters betweem amd ‘
slightly in advance t0 give direoctiom, The route had previously been
reconnoitred but it was not an easy ome, 3Since 5,50 the artillery
had beem roariag but it was mainly our guns we could hear, Avoilding
the village of HARGICOURT on the north amd VILLERET on the south we
steered s middle course pdst the AIGSON QUARRY, As we passed dhrough
the line of our heavy artillery we encountered a comsiderasble zmount
of hostile shelliang, sustaining some sasualties, As we neared the
orest of the ridge East of HARGICOURT I ocalled & halt in s suitable
gpot, ,bout 30 Gormsa prisomers with an ummecessarlly large guurd of
Apericans passed us here,

the ridge was being heavily shelled at the very apot
where we wished to eross s0 ] decided to utilize a tremch running
forward to emable us to get over the erest, Two Compsnies "3B" and "D©
were lmstructed to follow. we were disappoimted on reaching the
forward slope to find that the villages to the sast were suntirely
obscured by smoke and fog which was rolling towards us in a dense
cloud, Quite suddenly we became enveloped iA it amd so thick was it
that we could not even sez the sun, Phings began to look serious
and keeping touch became of paramount importance, I decided not to
walt on the start lime as the progress must necessarilybe very slow
sud I could not risk being late omnthe Green Line where we had to pass
through the .merieans, IV was impossible t0 see a2 Man 3 paces away,
sed no land masrk was wisible, we could not even get directiom fron
the sun, Ia the prelimimsary recommpissance a line of telegraph poles
had been noted leading to BELLICOURT. The fast that they were badly
sligched and the wires traliling omnthe ,grﬂm_ proved s boom to us now,
I passed the word zlomg the columm to feel alomg this lime of poles,
It wos impossible to see from pole to pole but the brokem wire helped
us, We moved very slowly a.lenﬁ thig line mansging to keep the columm
of Hesdquarters and "B"™ and "D Compsmies intact, By the slope of the
ground smd from compass besrings I kuew we were in BUCKSHOT RAVINE
which was sbout 500 yards south of our allotted area, This did mot
mgtter until we approached BELLICOURT whem it imvolved the risk of
crogsing an 8th Brigade colum, =nd iIn any case we had to pass round
the Jorth of BELLICOURT, Having sdvanced as far ags I Jjudged asdvisable
I sent a recomnoitrimg party due moith to locate the rosd kmown as the
Red Rosd gmd halted the columm, .5 we sat there im shell holes, Wwait-
ing, three figures suddenly loomed out of the fog, when they stumbled
across our lime they halted and flumg up their arms cpellimg out "Paxdom,
Messieurs", Rveryome laughed at the three germems who were glad ehough
to be directed towards the rear, |

*Mu__,_.___ P ————

il

ENTERING THE The party returmed having located the road a few hundred
LIE_DMW. yords away, A linme of mem was formed reashiag from
our ng place to the road amd the columm wheeled morth with this

line as a guide, e reached the road exactly where we had plammed to,
at the"Pridge over the Crater,” .t this moment the ememy poured ia =
hot fire of shells snd fortumately the fog partially lifted for a Tew
m¥mute@ enabling us to0 break into artillery formation amd reack the

morth side of the rosd without getting scatteredy, The break im The
_ coN*-™

o —— &

s — e ————
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fog emabled us also to see the 38th Battalioan orossing om our left .
flank, we had proceeded zbout 500 yards, found the main HINDRENBURG
LINE and the fog cloged round agaim, It was 9,10 am amnd we had
gained our ullotted area but I was in touch with two compamies omly,
These ]I extemded alomg the tremch amnd hoped hy this meams to intercept
the other two compamies, 3hortly afterwards both "AY gud “"C" Compasnies
arrived, Hoere also I gotv touch with the 58th, half of which was om :
ny left amd half om my right, I directed those om my right to their J
proper area which they gained immediately after, |
" fhe trench bhore evidence of recemnt evacuation, German :
equipments lay aboul here and there and presently an American mopping
up party moved dowan the tremch past us, They could mot give ue muoch |
informetion of the situation shead, One o0f our mem foumd a full box
of cigars and a8 his comrades filed past he extended the box which
wag Speedily emptiod and presently the smoke froum 100 oikgars ningled
with the fog.

ADVAIICE TC THim BY 9,40 am all ¢ompanies were reorgamnized amd ready
wm to advance, The fog was mow llfting and we were able

t0 rosume our advance im parallel colums, I
calou d. - 0n reaching the Greem ILine, which was then 33000 yards off;
easily ui time, viz: 11 um, Enemy shelling was desultory and umcer-
taln but we got through without mishsap and as the visibillty became
suddenly quite good the high "#ound of the BREILICOURT TUNNEL suddenly
| appeared ahead, I moticed groups of Americans in the vicinity, These
| shouted to us to halt amd waved us bhask, I could mot undersfand thelr
| reasom 80 continued to advemce till I resched the tunnel embankment
and there extemded my liae,
The Amsricans were much bewildered and counld give mo
| idea of the situation exscept that there were Americams ahout 300 yards
.' ahead who apparently formed the firimg lime, Two things soon were
magde manifest, Pirst; a recommalssance forward revealed mo Amsrican
line tut the euneuy fa.nina us, Secomd, Machime gun bullets were zipping ~
along our lime im reaxr of the tummel and provimng that our left flank
was exposed, The §8th were on my left but we could fimd no trace of
the 59th who should hawe been omn the left of the 58th, 4

BELLICOURT AWD The men at omoe dug im to shield themgelves Lrom the
THE LE CATELET onfilade :t'.t:re m rnm shells which now commemced to
HAUROY LINE, fall in and round the tunmel, andeayvoured
to rally Am cansg but they did mot seem sgqual to
the task of sortiang thnmlm out or smalgamating, I therefore
attached them to my warious Qompanies as I located secattered groups,
I then pushed forward posts to establigh a lime, Pigeons would have
been imvalusble at this jumoture for it was impossible to get touch
with Brigade, but mo pigeons had been available, The two Light Horse-~
menr who had been attached to us came up at this juncture amd the report

of the situation was taken by ome of them to Brigade report ceatre,
The G,0, 58th Battalion calle agross at my invitation amd we disounssed

the situation, The Americans hod mot fimished thelir task, amd, as far
as could be ascertalned, their attack had fizzled out and would not be
renewed, At 13,30 the Brigade sigmallers having diswovered our locat-
ior had got & telephome linme rum out to us, Brigade directed us to
contisue the advemee ae best we could, sweeping the Americ pOPs on
with ve as we went towards the Greem Line, gome of the tank been
allotted to us hed arrived, the rest having beem put out of astion as
they adwvanced, It was decided to leunch am attack on the LE CATELET -

' NAURQOY Line at 15.00 using the 4 Mark Vv Tanks and the whippets and
armgtng for & oreeping barrage,

Exsetly at 15,00 the attack was laumched, but the barrsgh
for some unexplained reésom fell wide of the mark and was useless, The
large tamks were put out of actiom dme by one as they elimbed the
alight ridge forward of our positionm and the whippets were soom sither
ditehed or aut of action from shell fire, The ememy was siroug im
maehime gums onr the left amd had at leas® oane Pield gun well forward,
firing at point blamk ramnge, Heavy fire from the morth hampersd the
Bith aCvanoe and made it mecessary Vo awing haock a defensive flamk, Ly

sht flank got into,the tremch successfully afier some troubile and
ly after mthor colpany on its flank also secoured a Looting,

Conttd,

o
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on %h'aﬁr loft f£lank the emeny still held the tremnch smd o bomy fizht
commenced, The 58%th had pot a footing also inm the tremeh further
north opposite GABARET WOOD FARM, srd hed its right flank swang back
down a sumkemn road where they were im ftouch with "B Compeny of this
battalion whom I had directed t¢ hold a,support position, 'Tie
situstion on the left was very odbscure, C,0, 58Th maintained that he
oooupied his frontage in LE CATELET tremch with his right flsmk in
touch with 57th whereas I kunew that on my left flamk was a boib bloeck
we hod mede snd beyond that the ememy, It became clear that we were
#ot stroag emough o earry out our imtention of advanc to the
Greem Lime amd beyomd, amd the absemsce of the 59th Battalion fronm the

northern flank amd the presence of the ememy there made it too risky
to do more than hold our gaims for the tile,

'T""":

Emzs OF WIGHT The situation or the right of southerm flank, where
th/30th SEPT. the §7th was in bouch with the 29th im the LE CATELET

line, was satisfactoxry butl there seemed every danger |
of a flank attack from the moxrth, About 6 P C,0, 59th arrived at my
Head quarters nad veported havimg met with much oppositiom further
worth, his sdvemce having ir comseguence beem checked, His battaliom
was them coming up to support the attack by 57th abkd H8th, As This
stteck haed come to an emd, the 59th was placed im rear to,suppor?d
57th and 58th imn event of flamnk attack,

During the might am jmerican ILt,Col, & reglamemtal
comnander, arrived at BELLICOURT with a Batteliom, He ezplained that
the Battelion commamder had apparently got lost aud he was himself
taking charge of the battalion, He did not seem 10 have any clear
jdes of what he wss expected to do Dpyand The fact that the 287Th
Division of Americams further morth had mnot cleared the ememy out of
the HINDENBURG System, thoughbthey had apperently passed through, He
had to defemd the flamk sgaimst atteck but did mot kmow where to
place his mem, I gave him;the 6xact position on the flank amd arranged
to have him guided to the locality where out left flamk was most
exposed, @0 that the defemsive flamk of the 5gth Batbtaliom wae stremgthe
emod and extemded, The smerican troops were eager to do well btut at =
every turm betrayed lack of experiemee, Tho Regimemtalfommamder,
for imstamoe, had made mo provisiom for lights amd wished to "btuy™ from
me & couple of candles, vVery few of the officers amd §,C,0s kmow how J
to locate thomselves oun, or to reasd = mep, ILieut, COZENS of the 5Th
Battalion A,I.FP, was attached to this Americay Battaliom, The C,0, |
apparently fouud him yory useful, |

|

THE ATTACK BY 147H Qo elear np the situation to the morth, amd to safe-

BRIGADE 6 & guard the flamk, am ettack by l4th Brigade wasvlaunchdd
30th SEPIL, at 6 am, The §3rd Battalion passed through my ares

. st 6.20 am, My left flank Colpany co-operated amd |
the pocket of the ememy betwewem us and the 58th Batbalion in the LR |
CATELET lime was bowbed out and the ememy caught by our Lewis Gun fire
as he retreated towards GABARRET WOOD PiRM, Whe advamce of the 53rd |
Battalion ocleared the LE CATELET LINE om the 58th Battaliom froutage
and beyond, and that umit was able to swipg forward and occupy the ]
Yreuch, | . ok

At 8 am Qemeral FILIOTT wisiteéd my Headguarters and “i

remaimed discussing the situation, till 8,45, Lt,Col, CHEESEMAN of

the §3rd BN, was with me also, He had used my Headquariers and
tolephone lime to carry out his mortherly attack, until 8,30 am when
he loft to follow his unit, Before leaving he expressel his apprec-
iation of the fecilities 1 had placed at his disposal,

AY 8,556 am the C,0, 68th BN, raung up and notified me
that a patrol of Wis had established themselves in CABAREL WGOD FARIi.
This was good news to us for we had been mch troubled by maghine gune
fire from that plsce from which they could get the greater part of my |
line in emfilade., I motified my left Company Cosmander about it and |
wag surprised he usd not first motified BN, H,Q, He stated that he
was in touch comtimuously with the 58%h Compeny om his flank but
nothing hed beem told to him of the feet, Morsover the eumemy could
still be soen walking about the faarm, A patrol was seat out to |
investigate but was drivea back by heavy machine gus fire and outr left
flank wes sShelled from close ramge* It was evideat that we did mot

A the place and imdeed it was mot captured till the advance oI Gthe

— | bl
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=R 4 During the rest of the day the ememy shelled our Pos¥
comsbantly, we had suffered wp To This time over 100 casualties,
. Thé men were wet through oz agccount of The rain which had Tailen e
dmring the night and there hsd bheen practically mo sleep for any ome.
* A kot meal khad beem served o them during the alghtand Ywo hot meals
had beem arranged for the mext alghty NO gomplaining was heard,
“however, smd the men could be relied wpon Loy further effobt, The
call for faurther effort came mext morming at g anm,
. geamwhile the asrtillery Bad got a iime direct to us anmd
wes thus sble"to emgage successfully many targets &hat presemted
themselves, An officer of the 53rd Battery did particularly hood
work im this zespect, Duriag the night two hot meals were sent
forward to the mea* A%t 10 pm I went to Brigade H,Q, where plams were
mede for an advence Lo take place the following morming,

THE ADVANCE OF Im ascordance withplams the Brigade launched 21 attack
) gan, 1st , at 6 am, The objective was a line from A 22 Cenitral %o
- ' ¢ 15 Central, am average distamee of 1000 yards from our
pogition, The object was To secure a good definite start lime for The
oud Australian Division who were to contimue The sdveuce next day,
A g0od barrage fell amd the ablackers advanced without troubike, except
in the case of portiom oI my lime where ome at least of our guns
versistently fired short, and ianflieted hall a dogen casualties, the
only omedwe sustaimed, e captured a mwaber of prisomers aud the
emely fled in disorder, His guns also were S66R galloping away, We
therefore passed the objective line anwd coumenced to exploit, Pslrols
. enbored ESTRERS, FOLBMMPRISE PARM amd BANK COPSE, The battalion them
moved forward amé H,Q, asdvamced with them halting in square G 6 A
gad such en easy success beexn snticipated sand provisioa heon lnade for
e more sxitemsive sdvemee we could have takem bhie BREAUREVOIR line,
7he delay onnour objective lime, and the period oecupied by patrolling
howewver, geve the ememy time to reslize that we Were no% contemplatin
ond extemsive sdvamce, and both imfontry amd gums rebturmed %0 s pocitia
in front of the BRAUREVOIR lime, As we mounted the crest of the high
ground Hoxth west of ESTREES we oals unfler diresct ohservation of his
artillery enmd s lheswy barrage was put dewam om our alvaroing troops,
fhey dug im al;:‘f the lime ([INT COPSE ~ FOLZMPRISE FARM, but it was
iupossible te ntain themselves there, our field artillexry were not
yot in a position 1o help as it was meinly a question of our infaniry
sgainst BOCHE heawy artillexy, HavVing pigeome with me this time I semdb
s message by thet meams to ask for vigorous counter battery woxk and to
have ithe mobile sewgtion of F,i, semti up, Respouse wos S00A forth-~
coming te these regmests but mot mush dimimation of the hostile shellim
wegs notiesable, | -
I wes faced with dee: ‘between relinmguishing ground
\ wox snd seeimg My battelion systematically blown to blis by srtillery,
I chose the foruer and ordered a withdrawal to the roar of the crestb
lize, the objestive line of the Morming »ot to be passed, This order
was earried out, 58%h on the left, and 59th om the rifht conforminge
/ I left posts on the ridge for some hours but eveatus withdirew them
slse as there seelled every possibllity of theks suiferx: fyom the fire
;’ of our own gung as well as thems of the ememy, AT dusk I sent two
| compsnies forwsrd againm te sedsecend hold the ridge, 58th amd 59th
} BNS, conformed and s lime was eatablished and consolidasted from MINT
» COPSE to ESTREES, | |
| phe men Were very much exheusted by this time Lrom want
: of gleep, gas, and the strain of the coustant shelling, That might
units of the 2ad Aust, Division relieved us ia the forwaréd positions
and we withdrew at 2 am, to the position= previously occupied aloug
the BRELLICOUR? TUNIEL, where a hot meal was waitimg for the men,
vafortunstely the stew in the hothoxes had turmed sour owing %o the
jolting 1t had Dbeen subjeoted to oxn the pack aprimals and the length of
time it had been kept closed up as a result of the late relielf,
Anthority was thewrefors giver to comsume the mea® in the batide

rations where usecessaly,
The sectiom of Light Horsemlen atbtached te the battaliom

during the operations of lst Qot, did exzellent service carrying
despateches under heavy shell fire, Fortumately both Brigade and
- ~mgtialion sigmallers soou had commmnication by 'phone es bliched tThus

o ’E\‘v‘"‘g the Light Horsolen, : i

T _ — 00, 57TH BAT. o] _
s S '1_ p e , P R i G ki

' o
Fa
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| § wire from Aust Csrps S8& beglns
gzilﬂgiggaa convey to «ll Gammﬂndera, Staffs
and troops of  and B Aus. Divs. my sincerse
appreciation of ond thinks for their fine work
£ the past three days &aaa confronted at
the outset of the oporations with & critlcal
situation of great difficulty &nd hampered
py inakility to make full uss of our artillery
rogources these divs. succeeded 1n gompletely
overwhelming 8 stubborn deiencs }n thﬂ.mnat -
strongly fortifled scotor of the Western Fron
aae This was due to the detormination and -
resource of the leaders &nd the grlt endurance
ard fighting spirit of the troops aae no thing
more prailseworthy hés been dmnelbyrﬂEstrgliﬂn
troops in this wer aas Gereral MONESH sac ends.

From.e. Eth AUST. DIV.
————————————————————————————————— ; -_-f - -
______ , }
e Az HZ f gﬁ?ﬁ ‘f}Agﬁi*i“
o S Awpk
————————————————————— e = —_--————_-_..-...._...-.._’_u
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t ie. oth M.G. Bne A D M.8.

l‘?f]ﬁk:ll EEE, E}T-'ﬂ Ene. Bn. 5 h DtTPEiI}.

L4 - 5th D.Engrs., b B o2

T8N 6%y, 5th D.Sims. ... E&:@E; __________
.Lt.]; ?23 Erld L » Jﬁj}'f

- T ...--—Q.ﬂ_..ll-—--ﬁl-ll._u-*--_-—--ﬂ——----__-_-,_,_---

Folliowing from Gen. EAWLIUSON begins 2ce The
tesk carrizd out by the 9 and 5 L£uig. Divns.

in clsefriry: the m&in BILKDENBURG sSsystem in the
neichbourhood of BeLY has gretitly cssured the
operetnicn analwish to theni both these gallent
divigions for their cndurance &:@ tenccity

in carrying cut & most édiffloult and intricete
operetion &e& Ends .

“"—-—.-_...l-l—---—--—_--------—--——----—---_-__---*

P 5th AUST DIV.

R A W T S e S S mes o e S S e e e g e e e e Y e S e s e g e j - -
(2) ;J!:--*m ,r’f:Z /’:-*/{f Uy
Ll ,-""‘H ce To

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/7600



52 APPENDIX '}

Heedqguarters, bth Australian Division,

4th October, 1918.

I deslre most heartily to thank &nd congrestulate the
Division on the splendid results of thoir efforts during the recent
operations, in connection with the capture of the SITGIMIID System
of the HINDEIBULG LIIE, from the 2Yth S&ptﬁmﬁﬁr to 2rd October
inelusive, w.ich compere most favorably with anything that hes
been aehicved by pritish troops during the war, and the greet
value of vhich has igen seknovloCred 1n terms of the hishest pralse

by the Fourth Army snd the iLusirillan Corps Co.mandesr-,

The operations were conducted wander mogt difficult and
trying conditions &nd reileet very preat credit ocn all rerke. The
eourage and determindétion of the infantry was c¢nly equalled by the
gallantry, efficiengy and close supyort of the pileld Artillery, {
afforded, at times, undsr cxXtrecordinerily difficult conditicns end at E

very short notice. = 8

The perfect and whole~hearted co=-ordination and co-
operatlion of tic Stelfs end a&ll arms &iad branches of the Division
were agelin largely responegible for our suecess, and thac very fine -
work by the péchinc dun Bettelion, lnglieers, Signal, Medical and
Transport fervices, end gspeciélly the Ploneers on the 29th September

deserve special recognition e praise.

On begh&lfl of the Divislion I wigh &8lso to most heartlly
thénk & «d pluce on regecord our appreclation of the great eassistanca
and most valuable support rendercsd during the operations to the
Divislon by the Heavy iLrtillery, S5th Tank Brigede, 5tharigade, DL.A.F,
3rd Squadron £.7.C., &nd 13th Light Lorse Kegliment, whiech eontri-
butsd in very largze measure to the successful attainment of all
our- objectives. S Ve Datbol ol oGl

f
; | X¥e jor-teneral,
Coamantiing &th sustralisn Division.

—— - = ECCR—— — o
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