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There wdre also small detachments on the Jogdam bridges ¥ 52 E®
— vhrese were releived by 35th Coy (A.T.) on the 9th e | g=Ee
The Division was holding the Left Sector Jordan Valley5 | 3320
Defences - . W IV =S EEEE'
=i
T

bangements had bken
made, but required considerable maintenance |

The work on defences was being pushed forward enarget%u&l g

| =E
as«The maintenance of watering arrangements for ‘ o

¢ the Division and attached troops | _}gi

5 b.Provision of Technical assistance on a:trengtkﬁqin =52
£ of Jordan Valley Defences | - B

P c.Improvement of communications | & =2
‘E:ja The most of the necessary watering ar % =8

g
=
o
=1

£ working parties of about I56 men per night being employed with

;EEnginear personnel of about two officers and ten other rank
::gaupewiaring | |

e Communications were being improved but some difﬂiunltjr
‘Was being experienced owing to shortage of labour |

| I
On 4th consequent on the G,0.C.Anzac Mounted Division &
taking command of the whole of the Jordan Valley Defences B.hwe
<nd L.H.,Bde took command of the Right Sector and 0.C."B"Troop
became responsible flor the whole of the Inginecer work in that
sector '

On 5th IstL.H.Bde moved into reserve on the Wadi Nueiameh
and N.Z.,M.R.Bde moved on to Wadi Auja. B.G.C. N.Z.M.R,.Bde
taking command of the Left Sector and 0.C. N.
responsible for Bngineer work in %he Sector.
exactly exechange bivouac areas and a considerable amount of

modification of the watering aréas became necessary '

It was inticipated that the first move of the Division
would be in a Northly direction and the improvement of the

main road Jericho-Auja-Khirbet Fugial now bhecame of special |
importance. Work on this had already been commenced under the
immedlate direction of the C.R.E. Demert lfounted Corps, and a
considerable amount of soleing had been laid. The bridge over =
the Wadi Nueiameh at H35c and the two bridges immediately e
North of this, commenced by the second Field Squadron, Auﬂralgm
Mounted Division, were pPractically now completed by this unit E
but the approaches: on two of them were scarsely commenced g
The road from Wadi Nuiameh to Gravelly Ridge (H IT d N.E)
wa&s rather badly cut up, and from this point to the Auja was |
in such a bad state as to be impossible for mechanical transport
From Wadi Auja to Khirbet Fusial no work had heen done.
On 8ept 5th & detachment of 300 E.L.C. with donkey tramsport
was made available and was put on the sector Gravelly Ridge (see)
above) toAuja Supervision of one officer and two N.C.0O3 was |
provided The work was pushed on with but the remoweval of all
donkeys except I00 within forty-eight hours of it'g commencement

threw 1t back somewhat. A tractor and three trucks provided
by "Q" Branch Anzacs

gr/girenyfsmaio] 9892

-

|
Z.Troop becoming

The Brigades did no

=
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AT (2)
The 36th CoR.E.(P.D.0fC.) being short of officers supervision was [ﬁh
provided for the blinding and rolling of the sector Jericho-Nueiameh
and as the number of E.L.C. (2 Coys less 3500 men) needed ¢n ﬁﬁis—#urk

decreased they w@re employed on the approaches to the bridgfs: 2

mentioned above and in the improvement of the seefor Nueil méh 4 ié% g’,—?

Gravelly Ridge the metalling of which was not possible in|the| __ =%

time T B sk °

~ The road North of the Auj& across Maskerah was put in uﬁ'd%t- ng,,g

working at night - l s Mag

As arvesult of this work the whole of the road was in good oxdefFs:

——wWhen the troops moved north on 2Ist Sepl L N o 5g 2
Meanwhile work on defences had continued and & battle g 1Ex
headguarters  built at the Abu Tellul Leflt; - = E%
— Btrong IZ2'xI2Y dugout with good observation Bursting course 28
of light railway rails and stones, independently supported aix-%=:
cusion 2'6" earth on a course of heavy rails The whole ve G

stronglfframed |
Splinter proof Signal office for D.H.Q. }
Splinter proof for Artillery Headguarters ,
A road practicable for motor traffic was constructed up to
it from the Auja Crossing and continued as a pack track to
Musallabeh : |
On the formation of Chaytors Force on I6th Sept the ‘
following units (almost equal to the fighting strength of
a nine battalion mf Infantry Division) became dependant on thils
Squadron for technical assistance and a large amount of :
miscellaneous work on water supply,defences, carpeniry,
signwriting ete was added to that already coming-in from our |
own Divisdion |
A/263 Battery R.F.A..- |
89th Indian Mounted Battery Bde ’

[[ 1% 889y '8 j wl peul
otp[Au] PuE AL B\

safud opny,

g ‘wopuo] "1 ¥ ‘A *d

grjgiizyfsmioy 898 @ g1/t coo'oll Erdgfoo”Ean i (obEomy

20th Indian Infantry Bde

26th Machine Gun Squadron
Phe distribution of all defence material was organised |
through this office and the R.E. Dump at Jericho wae staffe
and controlled from here |

gnx2 et xSepixthexgeneraixsasferly

On 2Ist Sept N.Z.M.R.Bde commenced the advance Northly
followed on the 22nd by Ist L.H.Bde "N,Z.%" Troop and "A"Troo
acecompanied ¥y Brigades and a temporary water point was made
at Khirbet Fusial water being drawn from an aguaduct fed
by the Ain Fusial

95) ; |

I02 |

I03) Sections A.A.Guns ‘

I95 Heavy Battery | &

2 Sections captured Turk 75mm | g

1 " " L 5_9 l =

Ist Battalion B.W.I. : | g

2nd " " _ | 8

J8th Battalion Royal FHsiliers | li

29th " " " 2
E

® sjuang] jo Anemmng
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=

1

|

I
On the 23rd Sept the general Easterly advance commenced |
; A detachment accompanied each mounted brigade with packs | l
carrying explosives, water gear, and tools for road work
The transport followed 20th Indian Infantry Bde up the main 3
Jericho-Es Salt road '

At 0215 24th Sept the Squadron 6th L.H. Regt-“doing scree fot the
infantry reported road demolished at about six miles up the
road from Nimrin and a detachment immediately went forward
to examine and report on the damage

The road had been cut along an almost precipitious cliff
It was blown out to a depth of about fifteen feet and the
hole and badly shaken ground extended for about sewentiy fiye

o ——

feet, It was negessary to c¢lear the badly shaken ground, o
put in a tempory retaining wall an@ then rolling big "plum+“ i =
of rock, ramming all well | =5
ey - 8 :
o "tk d S (! o
> ¥
237 B
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(3)
Good work was done here by both Mahrattas and Sikks Sikhs
under their own officers with Engineer supervision. The ﬁnrkdp

o

was commenced after dawn and completed at 0850. The only tﬁg 5

in any way delayed were the actual working party. No dxela.yﬁ By

to transport was caused 2k S

The force then moved on to Amman¥, water points being >3 S

e &etahliahed-%M—Sal;.".(Bri-nki.%%wﬁgmﬁ%%w o o2
aquaduct fed by the Wadi Shadb, Suwe eh (Dr: nking water o | fE=%
from springs,existing stone trough used for horses) :|azee

) On the 25th Sept adwvanced fighting troops entered Amman =L
: An enemy force of about 6000 was advancing = | SEES
from the south with three railway trains of anmunition anad g EEEJ:

_ supplies . A detachment of "B"Troop accompanied by & squadron E5uf
of 5th L.H.Regt and in accordance with orders made itwo Semy
series of breaks in the line a little north of Lebban Btatiuq r§4m§

one covering I50ft and the other I450ft. T ma

On 26th Sept H.Q. Chaytors Force moved into, Amman _E-:':gg

Aa - =
Drinking water for the forces was obtained from springs | 5%

and the railway station plant necessary modifications being 3 =3

made. Horse water was from troughs filled from the runniﬂg
stream (toobadly contaminated for drinking water) Aul#ﬁ:#t
e

R A tda

roads were cleared and constructed where necessary. The
pumping plant at Amman Railwag Station was overhauled, |
injector repaired and the plant Tun continuougly till Chaytors
Force left Amman, |

The area was reconnoitred for Engineer stores. and the ﬁinﬁa
about one ton of explodives mostly set charges was collected
from the railway station including the electrically connected
mine from the water tower the lead® of which had been cut by i

"X "A"Troop on arrival. |

On 28th "A"Troop accompanied Ist L.H.Bde to junction of | |
Vadi Amman and Wadili Hamman, it was noticed here that the vﬁ&du“t
demoilished by N.Z.Troop on the first attacX¥ on Amman was stilllo
cnly repaired temporily The gap had been narrowed as much l .
ag possivle by adding to the bank and the reduced gap filled
with temporary crib piers of sleepersg , dogged. £
On 30th & railway motor truek captured at Samra was 4
repaired and brought in and a hand trolley was repaired at
Amman ; these were used to examine line etec. Detachment was gent
to Z2iza 1o examine and overhawl captured englnes and rollings
stoclk, g
October---The repair of the damanged eng ine (German)
found in the running shed Amman wes completed, Work worthy
of special mention was done, by Lieut LoockingtonN.Z.E. i
details attached. In addition to the main repairs shown on!
sketch the flanges on the main steam pipe at the joint with %h =
cheet were badly cracked and a heavy collar had to he BhruhkinI
each, the buffers both back and front were completely smashed
and had to be replaced with wooden ones sheathed with-%"pl#te.‘
Cn completion of the work on @th Oct. t%gtengine was |
run to Ziza, temporary repairs having been ,to the rails |
damaged by "B"Troop. The curves on this line were exceptionally
sharp and the grades very heavy. A train of ammunition and war
, material was brought baeck on the 6th. On 7th the train retyrned
to Ziza with wood and water for the engine being overhaule
there, thés was the only one of the three captured at Ziza
which was reasonably serviceable. On I0th both engines returne
with trains. On I3th a train was run towards Mafrak. The line
was found blocked about six miles south of that place by th
trucke these were pulled back to Samra thence to Amman,
On I 6thh an experdition was run to Mafrak and brought baac:
guns and much other war material including one arméured motor
truck and one ordinary motor truck. Bedouins placed three gbstjuctiops
on the line but no accident oecured. Wireless rigg#ged on th
trainConstant touch wixh both moving and standing. Some rolling
stock was left atbMafrak as the many damaged trucks there
involved too much work in clearing the line. On 24th gnother txain
was run to Samra. This completed the& bringing in off all arms
——ammunition, ordnance—stores; and supplies between Ziza *a:‘ﬁari“*
Mafrak
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(4) ' |\

’ i
The @ifficulty in connection with all train arrangements |

was shortage of food and water the coal found at Amman was,. g
practically useless and though large supplies of wood wei g i .-
obtained it was very rough and the gang of thirty prisoners E-;E.g 8 '|
employed in splitting made slow progress. It was not prs tiaﬁlh@g.gé |
to run any water tower but Amman and every eng t lef 12;§ﬁ
__mm-ﬂu;;a%%f&p—haﬂ—tnftﬁkﬁ“fhrea-tenderﬁ=(hr their equivalen ]Eglgfaaﬁ
of wood and water to cover the return Journey and emergencyps| = ;g—
Numerous small repairs had to be carried out such as tightenihfF iz
_“__mlﬂﬂkx_tuh&aﬁaﬁé~¥ﬂﬁﬂwing—paﬁtrng. ; = ggig
Other work carried out at Amman was:- One motor worksholp e ng-:_“-
and one motor lorry, jacked onto the road, repaired anuﬁn_u EEEE
_iﬂ TR SPESRT. = - mm"ﬂjﬁ;'
Supervision provided for handling of explosives, ammuniti Eﬁémg
. etc ceptured at Amman and salved by rail:-r0rdnance Dept. =R
: Trefused to handle emplosives or shells which had been unpacke E?Ef
: from cases on account of the risk of them being fused. The =
* following were disposed of by detonation or were buried:- 2 A%
& I2050 Stick Grenades | Sx8
-1 36 Cases cordite
5 45 "  401b aerial bombs
33 21 " detenators (aerial bombs) ¢
& 26 " " (large aerial bombs)
| 2 I2 " aerial torpedoes
8z 42 " & quantity loose aerial bomb detorators
3 43 " small aerial torpedo detonators .
£ about 2000 Rounds gun and howitzer ammunition
z Some experimental work was done with German electrical
- gear, The exploder was fo

und very good (fused British stantiard
bridge through 100 ohms) much lighter than our own and more copv

to cperate, captiygred detenators were found Very uneaven.

The armoured truck from Mafrak wasrTrepaired and among other
trips took G.0,C. and staff to Zerka. This truck seated about
fourteen persons was fitted with two machine guns and loopholed
a@ll round, Dual drive, four speeds forward and four reverse ¥
electriec starting and lighting. The accumulators were dama-eé
beyond repair, but the engine, after overhauling was quite | E
satisfactory and was considerably used by us.

On D.H,Q. moving to the hills east of the Wadl Amman a
motor road had to be constructed up out of

the valley, Turki

Prisoners were used as labour. . '
On 28th the Hedjaz flag was raised in Amman,

On' Ist November H.Q.Chagtor's Force marched out, - |

During the month the squadron had become so weak thal !

1t was only with great difficulty thet work was carried on. |

For week ending I3th October sevenily men were evacuated, for

week ending 20th October thirty-one, or one half the strength
of the unit in a fortnight. :

1
TREK

=%
On 2nd Qctober "N,Z,"Troop had accompanied N,Z.,lM,R.Bde on
return trek and "B"Troop accompanied 2nd L,H,Bde. 1t was ne

as far as Jerichag,

nd surplas gear
For the remainder of the return trek to |

watering areas were used, necessary
mn@iﬁﬁﬁgtinn being made., The
Area on lI3th.

Chaytors Force ceased to exist 3rd November I9I8
Jerlcho R,B.Dump was handed over to 35tH ™oy for P.L.of C.
Anzae D, H.Q?’end Ist L.H.

Bde less one regiment reached | :
Richén area 7th November:
RICHON AREA
On arrival the Wad
"B"Troop and with

e &
2
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returned to R.E.Dump.
Richon area existing

Brigades arrived at the Richon

|

i Hanein area was taken overvy

the assistance of "N.Z"Troop the three eng#naa;

wWebe run ,’ necessary modifications of the area were madé& to
water two brigzades.

Forty stretchers were made for Field Ambulance and a

uqhﬂuiﬂ*ﬂliﬁfﬂﬁ“ﬁg“!ﬂ??ﬂ”ﬂl”ﬁ*ﬁﬁniﬁffﬁi; the sick rate being
st4ITvery high
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|
|

o

' I
- (8)
On arrivel of Ist L.H.Bde their old watering place = i |
South West of Richon Village was renovated, engine overhgufed 18 2z
and the water point re- established, : fﬁ'% =5 .
Supervision was provided for the construction of two | 2 5'%,'3;_5
— Rifle Renge® and two Sports Grounds. = '?%"35:
AR =5 5%
- SE=
o Ep—l
s Bzt
ELE e B3 ET
28" =
ﬁzhﬁé
N T S e -~ APPENDICES}}333 ===~ i |
= ' =
£ | o B
¢ 41 BStavement of wastage and reinforcements. | £ 7
= 2. Diagram sghowing main repairs to captured Engine No I -u'-fin‘" \
- and description of same. 1 %;%
g; o a. Photograph of captured engine No I. Al \
35 b. Photograph of captured srmoured moior truck. ]
u— ¢c. Photograph of captured motor truck No I. ' : 7
W d. Photograph of No I Bridge Jericho-Aujah Road ~
ok similar in design to Nos 2 and 3,
B e. Phntngraj-ph of partly repaired break in Jericho-
2° Es-8alt Road. The whole of the road in the f'oregroung
had been demolished
.
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L=
3
N VEMNEBEER. !
v iy il L |
WAR D ITARYY E .
3 S ARPPENDIX I | ’
=
gtatement of Wastage and Reinforcements | =
g : A. &: N.Z. Field Squadron Engineers
- Wastage |
{; Week énding Evacuated Died |
< 8 - 9 - 18 4 - |
o Thw 9 =18 8 -
3c 228 9 - 18 < -
S° 2= ., 9 = 16 1) -
sc 6 - 10 - 18 5 -
r 13 - 10 - 18 70 I
= 80 - I0 --18 31 g
= 27 - 10 - 18 18
5% 3 - 1T~ 18 9 & 2 officers .
’ 10~ 11 -18 7 1
g: To Moascar to await embarkation % 8 =18 = I&
To Des. Corps Rest Camp Jerusalem 2. 8 - 9 - I8
from Field Ambulance
To Moascar I. 22 - 9 - 18
To Officers Cadet Battalion I. &= II =18
g
REINFORCEMENTS RECEIVED .-
Week ending  From Details From Field Ambulange|
8 RN g== _9 = S
8 a § w18 —— .__.——I4"‘—- e | T _‘-3 |E‘
I0 & Pe=IB— T X, el el 3 -;l
A tctes 10— e LY e T 8 2
P SR s 38 T, U ® T T m— e ek STl R |
38 - 100 = IB — — 0 R - 5 g
I3 = 10 18 — 2 e B < .
20 ~T0c¥R8 — - ~ T li.- gg . .
27 = JO - I~ : * .
3 =11 =18 — = i uffiuﬂ' S

10 = Il ‘=318 —

From Descorps Rest Camp Jermsalem
Rrom Officers Cadet Battalion
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