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SEPTENBER 1917,

L

Prepared watering place for water camels - goak, two wooden troughs, pumps, Continued coverhaul =
and placing in order of Camel Watering Area for Desert Mounted Corps, Inspected and effected minor
repairs to trougns etc, in various Bde, areas, Miscellaneous:;~ Making crosses, repairing type-
writer cover D,H,q,, dumbwaiter for D,H,Q, BExchanged ungerviceable gear at R,E, Park, Belah,

voritinued work on Desert liounted Corps Camel Watering Area, also carried on with preparation of
drinking water supply for three companies C,T,C,, arranged transport of gear from Belah for this
work., kinor repairs to water supply throughout Divisional Area, Overhauled, renewed and re=-
painted targets on lst A T H, Bde, Rifle Kange,

Lieut, G, H, ¥eedman evacuated to hospital,

Made targets for grouping range for R, H,A, on beach, Constructed bombing range and pit for lst
L,H, Pde, Completed erection of twentyseven troughs at Desert lounted Corps Camel Water Area,
thoroughly overhauled and relined same, Soak dug for 2nd Austn, M, Gun, Sqdn, Repaired targets
at N.2, M,R, Bde, Rifle Range, Minor repairs replacing and re-lining troughs in Divisional Area,

Continued re-lining of troughs in Divisional area and repaires to water supply gear, pumps, etc,
Continued work at Drinking Water Area for C,T™ C, Repairing targets at N Z, ¥ R, Bde, Rifle Range,

Necessary repairs DPivisional Watering Areas, cleaning out of soaks. New soak for 2nd L. Regt.
for N,Z2, M, R, Bde,

General maintenance of TNiviesional Watering Areas, Repairing and making new targets for lst L _H,

Rde, Range, Making office fittings, pigeonholes, covers for tables, etc,, for Desert Vounted
Corps - chairs and crosses for N,Z, M.R, Bde,

Further work at Desert lounted Corps Camel Watering Area, Commenced open cut for soak 150' x 6',

two wells 6' x 6' x 7', Ofened up for one well sét, General work on Divisional Watering Areas,
erection of further wooden troughs in N,Z, M, R, Bde, area, Brected Boxing Ring for lst L. H, Bde,
Tournament, Chairs and crosses made for N,Z, K, R, Bde, New pole made for G,S, wagon,

Completed work at Desert liounted Corps Camel Watering Area with the exception of the erection of
additional wooden troughs which were not obtainable, Second well set completed and placed, two
gnaduls erected, Total work in tnis locality was:- Complete overhaul, relining and re-erection
on trestles of thiriy one wooden troughs, cleaning out and extending open cut soak to about 450' x
&', overnaul of shadufs and erection of two additional ones, erection of two 6000 gal, cdrinking '
water reservoirs with frames and covers, three pumps and open cut soak, and the fencing in of thim
drinking water area, Repaired fanatis for 1lst L,H, Bde, Re-erected two troughs in 2nd L H, Rde,
arca,

Inspection and necessary repairs to Divisional Watering Areas, Made twelve folding stools,
Erected one cook's shelter, llade one table, Made three stationery boxes for T H, 0,
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Overhaul and replacing of unserviceable reserveoir at 2Znd L.H, Bde, Overhaul and relining of
R,H,A, troughs,

l officer and five O,R, to Khan Tunus to inspect pumping station, engines, force pumps, etc,, as
instruction, |

Asgisted in laying out of Sports Ground lst AL ,H,6 Bde, Repaired fence and reservoir covers at
L.,H, Bde, Drinking Water Area, Making targets and erecting same at N 7 M,R, Bde, Rifle Range,
Replaced defective troughs and hose at Horse Water Areas, Five O,R, to Khan Yunus for special
instruction at pumping station,

Fixed stage for Y M.C.A, Further work on target N,Z M,R, Bde, Rifle Range, 19 0.R, on musketry
grouping, Made new upper toothplate for gag 7th M, Veterinary Section, Exchanged unserviceable
equipment at R,E, Park, Belah, Five O,R, to Pumping Station, ¥Yhan Yunus, for special instruction,

Erected three more wooden troughs 2nd L_H, Bde, Water Area, ¥our O,R, to Ferry Post (I.R,E.M,)
for special instruction in oil engines and pumping machinery, ¥ive O . R, to Pumping Station,
¥han Yunus, for special instruction,

Maintenance of Divisional Watering Areas, Fixed new life line and drum on beach, made one table,
Squadron inspected by Corps Commander,

Further four wooden troughs erected at 2nd L,H, Bde, Watering Area, Repaired targets 2nd Bde,
Rifle Range on beach, Making table and stools for N,Z,M,R, Bde, Repairing lamp for D,H.Q, Camp
kettles for Signal Sqdn, '

Inspection of and minor repairs to watering areas, UIxchanged unserviceable material at R,E, Fark,
Belah, |

While the Division was resting in reserve, the Squadron maintained the Drinking and Horse Watering
Areas, carried out the work described above for Desert NMounted Corps - erected, or in a few cases
re-erected, one hundred and one wooden troughs, fortytwo cook's shelters, maintained a guard at
Dup, and carried out a considerable amount of miscellaneous work such as making camp furniture,
ete,

0.C, "A" CGroup and detachment took over Kile, 9 Watering Area, 0.C, N,Z, Troop took over ABASAN
Watering Area and squadron bivouac, and provided necessary guards,

Division moved from Reserve to Support Area (ABASAN). Details on Vater Areas had taken over pre-
vious day, General camp arrangements made, Division watered before leaving Beach, Arrange=
mente easily completed for afternoon watering to commence at 1400 in accordance with "Q" Branch
timetable, | |

Lining wooden troughs for 1lst L, _H, Bde, "B" Troop less transport moved to Watering Placa:Kilu. 9

for work on lst Bde, area, Cooks' shelters, Workshop and Farrier's shelters erected for
cquadron, _ »
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Drew cdeep well puﬁpa from Weli Sheikh Nuran R, B, Park, Commenced repair of hurdlea in lst L _H,
Bde, area, N,C,O0, Teported to 3,68,0.2. for inspection of Kifle Range and particulars of require-
ments, liade map board for *Q" RBranch,

"B" and "D" Groups at fifle Range for musketry, /{ N,Z2, reinforcements arrived from Moascar,
horses being sent for them to Rafa,

Repairs and covering with matting of 218 hurdles in lst I _H, Bde, area, Xrection of 15 cook's
shelters in 1lst L ,H, Bde, area, 3 Ablution benches made for 1lst I, ,H,K Bde, Clearing Station, 2
crosses made fer lst Bde, Material for this work had to be drawn from Weli Sheikh Nuran and
Shellal,

Iransport and supervision provided for clearing holes at ABASAN watering area and forming ground
with stone and hard material, Practical field training in erection of deep well pump in a cis-
tern at ABASAN, Screen round ablution area and three cookhouses erected in 2nd I H, Bde, area,
Made l& hurdles for 2nd L,H, Bde, sportes, Made table and four forms for Officers' Mess 6th L_H,
Regt, Made three swinging targets and 51 amall targets for Rifle Range.

Made two tool boxes, stretcher for N.ZM,F A, Repaired about 20 fanatis from ABASAN Water Area,

Made 1l4 rope ladders, Made instrument box for "Q" RWranch, Three stools, Put down wire paths
at Desert Mounted Corps H.Q, Made 195' x 15' portable shelter for ®Q" Branch Descorps,

Authority from Australia existing for the formation of two Field Squadrons, and only five troops
having been formed, it was decided to form another troop to be known as "D" Troop, lst Field
squadron, and to be used for the present on mechanical work, under this squadron for adminis-
tration, but receiving orders direct from C,R,BE, Desert Kounted Corps. Instructions were accorde
ingly issued to 0,C, Anzac Base Details, Moascar, on 1llth inst,, that the troop was to be formed
by Lieut, £, J, Howells, A, B, (from reinforcements), The first detachment of the Troop left
doascar on 1l5th inst,, balance on 17th inst,, proceeded to FERRY POST for collection of certain
pumping sets complete with engines, and arrived at WELI SHEIKH NURAN on 27th inst = strength
(full) 2 officers 37 O,R., (one other officer yet to be posted), State on arrival at NURAN
l officer 37 O,R, Establishment is attached, liobilization store table identical with that of a
troop of this squadron, except that transport and horses are cut down (see attached),
The little "D" Troop being that of the New Zealand Troop of this Squadron, the N,zZ, Troop will
in future be known as N,Z, Troop; |

(Sgd.) A, Max Allen, Capt,

= : for Major Comdg,
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LSTABLISHMENT OF "D* FIELD TROOP, 18T FIELD SQUADRON.

------ - e o e W

As for a Field Troop forming part of a Mounted Division in Egypt, with the following ‘

provisional alterations:-

Troop Leader, Captain or Lieut,
Artificers, Nil in lieu of 3,
Groome & batmen, 2 in lieu of 4,

Drivers for vehicle, 3 } in lieu of 24 ?
L " " spare 1 |

* camel (natives), 6.

Two riding horses for officers in lieu

of four - ten riding horses for other
ranks in lieu of 38,

O draught horses for 1 L,G,S, wagon,

Capt, or Lieut,
Lieut, or 2nd Lieut,
Sergeants
Corporals

2/Cpls,
L/Cpls,

Sappers
Drivers, grooms

and batmen
Camel drivers
Officers' chargers
Riding horses
Light draught horeses
Camels
Wagons, L.G,S,

Group Officer Lieut, or 2nd Lieut, ‘

Revised HEgtablishment: -

"

—

[
HNhOoOMNMOOYD FWwwhnn e

— e s —— —— —

RCDIGT00/7666



ABASAN ,
Syria,
Jerusalem,

1/250, 000,

B,9.

Oct,

23.

Night

22/23,

27th,

Night

24/ 25,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

OCTOBER 1917.

- sl e

General watering arrangements for the Division, Minor miscellaneous work, details attached,
Preparations and experiments for special work anticipated,

Squadron, including newly formed Mechanical Troop ("D" Troop) marched from ABASAN to GAMLI.
Joined Imperial Camel Brigade at ESANI,
Opened up water for I,C, Bde, at MALAAGA by digging sumps in the Wadi,

"B* Troop assisted by 10th Field Troop, R,E,, opened up one well at GHALYUN, and dug one new well
but supply was unsatisfactory, An abundant supply was located with divining rod within a few
nundred yards; this was fully developed and storage tanks filled,

Squadron less two troops marched to KHALASA, Two large wells here had bheen very successfully shot
in by enemy = craters about 30' diameter, depth about 10' stone lining lower down badly shaken,
€ngine nouses, girders, engine block, precipitated in wells which were completely filled with the
debris,

Method employed by enemy appears teo have heen to sink four holes egquidistant round the well
about three feet back from tae steining and about eight feet in depth in which the charges were
placed,

The method of clearing was as follows; = A working party of approximately 100 men for each
well (from I,C, Bde, ) commenced clearing crater of large boulders, commencing at the outer edge,
Meanwhile the sappers erected at each well a heavy improvised derrick (10" spars) with epecially
made skip (capacity % ton).

On crater, being cleaned, a false lining was fitted in the top of the well to strengthen the
steining which was badly shaken even at this depth, All material in the well was then removed
by derrick and skipe, three skips were kept going night and day on each well, flares were used at
night, The welleg were cleared to a depth of thirty and thirtyeizht feet respectively and then a
four-foot hox sunk in the bottom of the well, There was no horse water nearer than seven mileés
until water was struck in the wells, On each case a b H P, "Lister" ingine and centrifugal pump
was installed by the Mechanical Troop, Fifteen 8000 gal, canvas reservoirs were sunk in the
ground and sandbagged,

This work including filling reservoirs was completed by 27th and handed over to Australian
Division on morning of 28th,

N,Z, Troop then proceeded to MESSERIEH near ASLUJ and developed water in an unlined well 60
deep, usging derrick and skips,

Two troops proceeded BIR ASLUJ with 2nd A,L._H, Bde, and were joined by Squadron H,Q, on 26th,

Four wells here had veen similarly shot in, craters 25' to 31' diameter, depth about &', and
one so completely covered with debris of masonry that no estimate of dimensions or exact location |
of the well was possible, These were cleared to depths varying from 34' to 53'; the method follow J
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ed wae similar to that at YHALASA, Shifts were working day and night in all cases,
Two other wells, one at ASLUJ Railwar Station and one near Railway Viaduct (demolished by

‘this Squadron in May last) were also cleaned out to depths of 42' and 35' respectively, a

double acting hand deep wll pump placed on one, and a "Lister" Ingine and centrifugal pump

erected on the other,
At BIR ASLUJ 5 H, P, "Lister" Eng1nea and rotary pumps were installed in the two best wella

and G,85, Lift and Furcﬂ pumps connected in series were used on the others,
Thare was no water at ASLUJ for the Light Horse Brigade until the wells were opened up,
The Division watered in the ASLUJ area on 30th and pulled out that night for BEERSHEBA,

- R e D N
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"A" _TROQP,

"A" TROOP

lMoved Camp to Marakeb, dug sump and erected troughs for lst Brigade,

Working on sumps and erecting trougns for lst Brigade watering,
Working on sumps and troughs and erecting reservoirs and pumps,
#:acting fence round drinking water area, repairing troughs and reservoirs,

Deepening sump at lst Brigade lachine Gun Squadron watering area,

wrecting reservoirs at lst Brigade Watering Area (drinking water),

Making rope ladders for Troop use and repairs to stod for Rde, Head quarters,
Deepening a sump in Bde, Watering Area, making canvas covers for reservoirs,
Cumplatad rope ladders and reservoir covers, erected troughs in Bde, area.

Repaired one of this troop's limbers, llade flares for use on projected operations,
Making canvas sheets and painting thereon signs for Aeroplane Reporting stations,
Overhauling gear and making general preparations as far as possible for special work,

2 O,R, to Dump, Rafa, 1 O,R, to Squadron Head-Quarters, 15 6_R, to Sheik Nuran,
Painting Aeroplane signs for Brigade, cleaning and repairing troughs,
Musketry Instruction, carpenters revairing limbers, plumbers making flares,

Moved from Marakeb to Abasan-el-Kehir to make final preparations for active operations,

Left 1 N,C,0, and Sapner at Marakeb to supervise watering arrangementes for lst L _H, Brigade,

Drawing equipment from 1lst L,Hi, Brigade dumn, Rafa, %o replace equipment left with Brigade,
Troop moved from Abasan-el-Kebir to Gamli and joined up with Squadron Headjuarters,

Moved with Sqdn, Hd,Qrs, developing water Khalassa to Asluj, (See Squadn, Report,)

-
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"B" _TROOE.

[ S ———— |
|
|

ABACAN, 1/10/17. 3 N,C,08, and © O,R, proceeded to well Desert Corps, diemantled pump and fittings and tested cans
vas water buckets, l carpenter sharpened 4 gsaws,
2. il N.C,O, and 4 O,R, delivered material to 5th, b6th & 7th Light Horse legiments, Erected high |

Jump and pillow fight pole, Repaired table at officers liess 6th L.H, lN,C,O, and 2 O,R,
repaired G,5, Limber,

- 4 N,C,O08, and 12 Sappers attended Instructional class on derrick (swinging), 4 0O, ,R, making quick
release shackle and alteration to canvas water buckets, Lieut, Steven left for Port Said Rest
Camp,

4. L N,C,0, and 2 O,R, with limber proceeded to Brigade to collect all Brigade reserve pumping gear,

1l 0,R, proceeded to R,E, Park, Shellal, with N_Z,6 Limber to exchange 6 pumps, 2 suction and -l
delivery hose complete,

5., 1 N,C,0, and 6 O,R, exchanged pumps (Mk, 5 in place of Mk, 4) at Abasan, Troop packéd all gear &
moved out for inspection at 2nd Brigade area,
6, 2 N,C,08, and 10 O,R, proceeded to Rifle Range, 1 N,C,0, and 1 G_,S, limber proceeded to Kilo,
No., 9 to collect ordinance stores,
1o 1 N,C,0, and 1 O,R, proceeded to R,E, Park, Belah, to collect material, lNC,O, and 1 G.S,
limber to R,E, Park, Shellal, to exchange 15 G.S, pumps, 1 N,C,0. and 2 O,R, made targets for
. Machine @Qun Squadrons, l 0,R, made telephone table for 5th A L _H, Regt, 1l chair repaired for
B.H, Qs
3. 2 0,R, altered rope ladders from 1'6"™ rungs to 1°', 2 0,R, making quick release swingle bar, |

l N,C,O0, reported @ Bech, D,H,Q, i G,8, limber Reported to watering officer 0930 and 1300 for

filling in around water troughs, 2 O,R, repaired table D _H,Q, il N,c,0, and 6 O,R, erected a |
30" x 20" reservoir to replace 1 unserviceable at Abasan and fixed up drinking water cover,

9. i NC,O, & 3 O,R, completed reservoir at Abasan, 3 O,R, reported S ,H,Q, for day's work at D H,6Q,
1 N,C,0, and 1 limber reported Watering Officer, Abasan, to complete filling in around water-
troughs. l O,R, and half limber proceeded to R,E, Park, Belah, to draw material, lN8,C,0, and
3 O,R, reported to Watering Officer for duty 1l week at Abasan VWatering Areca, 2 N,C,08, and 6
C,R, erected Derrick and tested canvas water bucket.at well near Des, Corps, l C,R, repaired
stretcher bed for Major Danger, D, H,Q, |

10, l N,C,O, and 6 C,R, erected 1 30' x 20' reservoir at Abasan in place of one unserviceahble, 3 O,R,
raﬂurted S.H,Q, to assist erecting stage at D, H,Q, 3 0o,R, assisted in respraying gae helmets at
Sl - qal

i1, Vlearingup camp etc, 1 0,R, proceeded to cooking school, Ismailia, ‘
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ABASAN , 12 to 19, Preparing and experimenting with material for the stunt,

20 to 31, Moved with Sqdn, Head gquarters developing water Khalassa to Asluj (see Squadron Report),
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ABASAN , /30717, 3 O.R, to R, E, Park, 3elah, for timber and canvas, - 4 0,R, making targets, 17 O,R, erecting |
punmp al Abasan, 3 |

- )8 1 0,1, on duty as Mounted Orderly for 8,H,Q, 14 O,R, erecting puwup at Abasan Water Area, 4 O_R
making targets, )

d s 4 O,R, on guarg water area, < O,R, with limber to B ,H,Q, for Ordnance Stores, 4 0,R, making
targets and chaires, < 0, R, making rope ladders,

4, 1 Q,R, on duty at S,H,Q., 28 mounted orderly,. 3 O,R, with limber to Rafa to R_E, Park, 1l O.R,
to Belah, 3 O,R, to Shellal with limber, 2 0,R, making rope ladders, 4 0, R, making chairs
and targets,

o, 4 C,R, on Water Guard, Abagan, 4 O,R, making targete, 1 O_H_*tn Belah,
6, l O,R, reported to 8,H,Q, as mounted orderly. 2 0,R, making canvas bags. 28 n_R. shooting
practice at Range, 4 0O,R, making tavles and chairs, | |
Th 3 0,R, to Shiek Nuran with limber to Dump, 1 0,R, to Belah, 4 0,R, making limber boxes.
8. 9 0,R, at well, Abasan, testing new bucket apparatus, 3 0.R, with limber carting metal at water

area, Abagan, il 0,R, making flares, 4 O,R, Water Guard, Abasan, l 0,R, orderly at §,H,.Q,
4 carpentering, making stretcher and ? for new bucket,

9e 2 0,R, with limber to Sheik Nuran, 3 0,R, erectingstage for concert party, 10 0O,R, at Abasan

well testing water hoist, 3 O,R, carpentering - making stretchers and leg rests,
10, ; O,R, to Sheik Nuran, 1 O,R, orderly S$,H,Q, 3 o,R, erecting stage, 2 O,R, spraying gas helmets,

12 0.k, at Abasan well with limber, 4 0.R, making limber boxes,

I

i 4 O,R, making tailboard for limber and foot rests, il O,R, making flares, 12 O,R, gas practice, |
12-19, Repairing and experimenting with material for the coming stunt,
20=-31, Moved with Squadron Head Quarters, developing water, Khalassa to Agluj (see Squadron rapurti_
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NOVEMBER 1917.

[ B W

BEERSHEBA Nov,4 The Squadron worked for the month with Hdgqrs, and two sappers per troop aE n,H.Q,, the remainiar
O¥Tria, l frges of A, B and N ,Z, Troops detached to lst AL _H, Bde,, 2nd A.L:H__Bdg. and N 2 M R, B@a. regspect-
J&rua;itm- ivel&, Detailed diaries from the troops are herewith,; the following work was carried out by

[ Sqdn, H.Q, detachment:-
l/zgﬁiggo f A Developing water supply at Beersheba and withdrawing charges of dynamite, gelignite, and kindred

explosives from the wells, Practically every well was mined, but the cnenmy apparently had in-

i ime to fix the charges, Usual charge was a case of gelignite lowered down t@e Well
:Efiliing tl%uanhaa and truckagin railway yard were deso mined an prepared for electric ignitiaon

2. Continued work., Commenced developing water at Bir Hassan el A'Athanm,
3 Continued work at Bir Hassan el A'Atham - poor supply about 250 gals, per hr, - depth 80 feet =
diameter 8 ft, Working party from D,A.C,

& & 5, - ditto -

6. Developing Bir Salem Abu Irgeig in addition to A'Atham,
T Moved into Beersheba and took over all water supply. IoT Descorps,
3. 0230 trekked Beersheba to SHERIA via IRGEIG - reached SHERIA 0900 developing water in WADI -
excellent supply at about two feet but very boggy.
\ 9. Trekked BUREIR via AMIEDAT,
J 10, Trexked to Hill 331 Zast of MEDJEL, Trekked on to HAWAME,
) 3 S Ran steam engine at mill working on deep well pump, also developed water at various wells in
village,
12, At HAMAME - drew guncotton for demolition of railway north of LUDD,
14, .Laft HAMAME for LSDUD 0800 thence through MURRA to YEBNA, arriving 2200,

Arranged watering at wells at ESDUD and erected troughs on WADI SUKERIER for watering en route
of Divisional troops,

14, Left YWBNA 0730, trekked to ZERNUKUH with lst L,H, 3de, then to XURBKIBLE, arranging watering
facilities in Orchards, )

49, Left KUBEIBEB 1430 for BIR SALEWM, Watered horses using pumping plant erected for irrigation of
german Orphanage,
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YEBNA, Nov, 15 Detachment proceeded to LUDD, picked up one officer and twelve men from "A" Troop and covered by
Syria, (ctd, ) screen (1 off, 18 O0,K,) from lst A, L _H, Bde.,, destroyed railway for about one mile, three miles
Jerusalem, North of LUDD,

g/;bu.GOO 16 Watered Divisional Troops at Bir SALEM (about three miles West of RAMLEH)., Erected signboards
¥,2, 21 in town of RAMLEH

2<, Moved into JAFFA, occupied billets in Jewish settlement, Made temporary arrangements for
watering,

23. Took over Water Supply and van engine for village.

24, Detachment pushed out to JERISHEH, built bridge of boats over NAHR-EL-AUJA at mill - material
on ground at 1900 - span 100 ft, - eight bays - saddle built in each boat - boats moored to
chain cable forward and 3" rope aft - completed with six foot roadway for infantry in file at
0800 - Working party “ngrs, 1 off, 1 W .0,, 8 sappers, 1 officer 256 O R, infantry, Locality
sketch herewith,

26, Developed water supply on beach at JAWFA,

27, Reconnoitred roads - SELMFEH - SARONA, SELIREH - IBN IBRAK.

28, Marked all roads in our sector, particularly YASUR, SARONA Road Bast of town of JAFFA in order
to keep transport out of town,

29. Investigating water supply SELMEH, IBN IBRAK, SAKIA®

30, -Investigating fumigating plants RAMLEH, RICHON, SARONA.

- o . e e o e el
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"A" THOQP.

BlunShilbA, 1/11/17. Moved with lst L, H, Brigade to 3eersheba and prepared watering arrangements pools in Wadi bed |
: at Bire-el~Haman,

2, Troop moved from Bir-el-Hamam and joined up with lst L, H, Brigade at Beersheba and trekked with
Brigade to Ain-Kohleh - unable towater Brigade,

4 Trekked back with Brigade to Akmx Beersheba, Cleaned out 2 wells 4 mile east Beersheba on Wadi
' Saba - poor supply insufficient to water Brigade, reserved for drinking only, IBrected troughs
at wells Al, & A2 of Beersheba Groups,

4, Trekked with 1st L _H, Brigade to Sharia,

D, Trekked with Brigade to Ameidat,

6. Developed and made watering arrangements for Brigade in Wadis Muleiha and Kuggaba,

i Located pumping plant at Xa Jemmama and made necessary repairs and watered lst L,H, Brigade,

8. Anzac D, H,Q,, Aust, Divn, and part of Yeo, Divn, -

9. Handed over plant in good running order to 20th Army Corps (9/11/17)., Trekked from Kh Jemmama
10, to El-Mej-del and located steam plant, put same in working order and connected to pumping plant

(Babcock & Wilcox Blue Boiler - area 3' x 4' x 5' diam, 15° long, 40 lbs, per square inch,

Engine English make horizontal single cylinder 25 H P, 8" stroke 10" dia, cylinder (Belt drive)
pump, Three throw Vertical Plunger with 4" cylinder 3" delivery, Well 78' deep 6'6" diam,
depth of water 6'6", Yield 2,500 gals, per hour, 2 reservoirs 16' x 17' x 5°',

A oF B Moved from 41 Mejdel and joined “rigade at Lsdud, Moved to Beach and developed water for Brig-
ade, dug 3 sumps, 3

le. Brigade moved to Beach, Put down necessary water supply gear and watered Brigade,

33, Developing water on Beach 2 miles west of Sidret-el-Haririysh (Square C,19 Sheet 16 Palestine),

Troop moved with Brigade on trek and camped at Yebnah, Sunk 3 sumps 30' x 1l0' x 3' (Lt, VWeed-
man reported and took command from Lt, Bradberry of Troop),.

14, Troop moved with Brigade from Yebnah on trek to Khurbet Deiran, Watered Brigade at Main Colony
Well, (Well 12 feet diam, 100 feet deep fitted with 3 throw vertical plunger pump driven (Belt
drive) by a 12-15 H,P, Dentz Horizontal Suction Gas, Zngine, 3" delivery - yield 2000 gallons
per hour and well in orchard 4 mile Eaet of Main well, Well and Plant similar to Main well but
engine in bad repair, 3" delivery yield 1500 gals, per hour, |
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"A* TROOP (continued)

BEBRSHEBA, 15/11/17, Watered Brigade in morning as per l4th inst, Moved with Brigade through Ramleh to Ludd, locat-
ed main pumping plant - 12-15 H,P, Deutz Horizontal Suction Gas, Engine driving (Belt drive)
3 throw vertical plunger pump 4" delivery - yield 2000 gals, per hour, Well 12 feet diam,
92' deep. One officer sand 12 O, R, reported to Captain Allen (H,q, Troop) and moved out along
Railway line for a distance of 3 milés north of Ludd and demolished 1l mile of Damascus to
Jerusalem Railway line and returned to camp at Ludd,

16, Watered Brigade at Ludd and moved with Brigade to Safiriyeh and watered Brigade from 3 wells
worked by wheel and endless bucket conveyer - yield of each well 700 gals, per hr, Well No,l
120 feet deep, No, 2 and No, 3 90 feet deep,

i Located well with pumping plant at Meit Dejan, Well 105' feet deep fitted with 3 Lhrow verti-
cal plunger pump 6" delivery driven (belt drive) by 12-15 1 P, Rouston-Proctor Horizontal Suc-
tion Gas Engines - yield 4000 gals, per hour, Watered Brigade in 14 hours,

18.; Watered Brigzade at Beit Dejan, moved to Yasur and located 2 wells 80' deep fitted with endless
19, bucket conveyor driven (belt drive) by 34«6 H,P, Deutz Horizontal Suction Gas Engine Yield
20, ) 1800 g, .
i, Moved with Brigade back to Yebnah and camped - water sunply poor,
28, Moved ahead of Brigade and developed sumps on beach 2 miles West of Sidvet-el-Hariviyeh
(sgquare C,19, sSheet 16 Palestine,) -
23, Dug 3 sumps on beach each sump 30 x 10 x 4 and capable of carrying one 00 ggl.‘trnugh. 6
sumps in all watering brigade in 2% hours, Put down 24 epear points for drinking water,
24, Repairs to Troop equipment and supervision of watering arrangements, |
i |
2o, Troop supervising watering arrangements and repairs to equipment, |
26, Lieut, Jones & 3 Troop moved to Ludd to prepare watering arrangements Ior 2nd L. _H, Regt,
4 Troop on beach supervising watering arrangements for 3Brigade,
=4 i Lt, Weedman ad 4 Troop moved ahead of Brigade to prepare watering arrangements at Ayan Kara,
Located well 12' diam, 95' deep (85' to water), Pump 3 throw Ver, Plunger =- XEngine 12 B H,P,
Hornsby Engine Suction Gas, Both pump and engine .in good order and repair, Concrete Res,
20,000 gals, Yield 1400 gals, per hr, RErected 4 troughe,
28, Supervising watering arrangements at Ayan Kara and Ludd, Carried out water reconnaissance at
29, Wady Houlin, Khurbet Surafend, and found watering areas as per attached Report,
30, Supervising watering arrangements at Ayan Kara and Ludd, As per insiruction from B H,Q,

reported on facilities for erecting disinfecting plant at plant of wine distillery, Ayan Kara,
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"B" PROCE,

L L ]

HORA, 2/ 11717, Watered Brigade from pools in Wadi Hora (stormwater) 2 drinks,
< Watered from pools - troughs erected every time, Marchied osut 1200 alonz Hebron road to point ¥ E®
of Marruneh, Brigade watered out of pools using buckets,
3. Put 2 pumps in Wadi Salamah ﬁ mile S,E, of Um Sirah, Made reconnaissance to point % miles S, S, E,
of Tor-el-Sadan - result negative, Country very rough and rocky tho' passable to vehicles in
daylight,

4 &S, ., Watered Transport horses 1 drink a day at Maktuneh - small supply (see Well Report),

6. Marched into Tel-el-Saba, sent horses into Beersheba for water, larched out 1730 tnwafdu Sheria,
Broke G,S, wagon wheel - converted others to our use,

7 i Reached vicinity Sheria 1200, Camped caves Amiadat -waterless day,

8. Marched to Tel-el-Nejile, running water in Wadi, Removed 530 slabs explosive from Railway Brid-

ges, l1st bridge_— J charges in each of 2 piers, facing, 2nd 2 charges in each of 2 piers facing
- charges electrically connected and also fused with 5' instantaneous and 1 ordinary detonator,

No battery visible, Austrian officer dead (shot rifle) at 2nd Bridge, wiring not completed there
- caught in act,

Y. Marched out from Nejile 1130 - camped near Burier,

10, Moved on to Ebdis - water very bad - erected and used Horn buckets, sent ropes and spare horn
buckets to near Beit Duves, Beit Affe and Keratija = used also small pump (hand gear) on bore
near siding on line N, of Es Suafir-el-Gharbiye - yield from latter approx, 200 gals, per hour,
Marched out to Hamame,

HAMAME . 1l Watered on beach at potholes and with water chketa.
12, Repaired to date 9 aﬁnd cart axles and 1 L, Gun stock for 5th L_H,
13 lioved to point South of Beit Duras on Railway line, Lt, Bradberry reported from "A" Troop.
14, loved to Jilia, Watered Brigade at wells and springs Ain-el-liakenna,
15, Kezaze and Ain-ﬂl?Sajﬂd (see well Report), 24 suction no good for 20' lift - perished,
16, Marched to Kubeibe watering at Deiran village, Distillery and well,
17, At point 2000 N, of Neby Kunda and at Zernaka, Moved to Ludd - broke 1 G,S, limber pole and

replaced with folding pole,
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LUDD,

SELMEH,

18/11/17.

22 to 24,

25 & 26,
27,

28,

29-30,
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Qe

Watering Brigade at Town Plant Suction gas engine =- procured olive oil for lubricant and charcoal
for native Engine driver, Erected 5 troughs and water bottle apparatus, Pump lifts 3000 gals,
per hr, reservoir holds 25,000 gals,, iron tank on hill near Mosque 7000 gals, Arranged with Mudiv

of Ludd to burn charcoal from stack of Turkish wood at railway station (collected in all 1 ton and
terminated the arrangement, )

Detached Lt, Bradberry and 5 O0,R, to orders by Col, Russell R,E, Descorps,

larched to Yazur watering Brigade at plant belonging tu_and run by VWasif, an English speaking Syrim
also using well, at point S,®, of 275 Dhahr Selmeh 1 mile, with suction gas plant and S000 gallon
reservoir (orchard on hill),

Procured charcoal and oil from Ludd - Lt, Bradberry came back from Junction Station to where horses
had been sent, Put up notice beards on roads in vicinity of Yasur,

Moved to orchard 1 mile S.E of 275, watering whole Brigade - repaired belting 6 times,

Moved to Selmeh - being shelled out of previous camp and watering place - using plant and large
regservoir on entral west side of village - plenty of room for troughs, using 2 regimental and 4 of
troope also reservoirs and bottle filters, Got 3" to 23" reducing sockets from Wagner, Jaffa,
nipples 24" from Goussoman, Jaffa leather belting arrived from Col, Russgell,

To Ludd fer charccal and terminated urrangeﬁent - paid £1 cash for 1 ton received, also paid for
olive o0il, Receipt forwarded to S,0, through Brigade,

Making croseing over Wadi (in square Jaffa 1-63360-071.L.3.b.e.) 4' wider and rendering same safe,
Securing chaff from Sarona, Some draught horses getting low - am giving them any extra feed ob-
tained « also to any poor riding horses,
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N, Z, TROOP,

BEERSHEBA, 1733/%72. Marched into Beersheba with Squadron at 0100 and camped for the night, aesisting all day with
punping plants and erected 2 000 gallon troughs,

& Moved out to El Malah and joined N, Z, Brigade, and made watering arrangements for watering same,
at this place there are a group of mmall wells averaging about 3' in diameter and 28 feet in
depth, about one half being lined, Improved three wells by deepening, others could not be im-
proved as they were in solid limestone,

3s Improved a fourth well at Malah and searched for water in Wadi but the yield was very small, only
watered about 2 troops, no doubt after rain there would be a plentiful supply in the Wadi, at a
depth of 5 or 6 feet,

S Watered the Brigade in morning, Lifted all material at 1300 and moved out at 1500 for Kuwelfeh,
arriving there 2200 and camped for the night, The Irgeig Detachment joined up,

D, Proceeded in a S,B, direction in search of water; found several empty cisterns and at 1100 found
the well Khat Reit holding approx, 6000 gals, water, Observed the yield for some time while Aue-
tralian troops were drawing water, which was not lowered, Notified the Bde, but they were un-
able to utilize as they were being relieved at 1700 and expected to proceed to Beersheba,

About 3 troops of A,L,H, watered at this well and a part of our DBde, drew drinking water from

e

same , uring our search we captured an armed Turk and handed him cover to A,P.M, Moved into
Beersheba,

6. At 1300 moved out from Beersheba for Jerwan, arriving there 2100 ans camped for the night,
Proceeded to deepen Ain Kohleh wells; the yield from one (at 1150 on Map 1/125,000) being only
100 gale, per hour and the other one only yielding approx, 300 gals, per hr, (Map 1/125,000 at A
in AIN KOHKLEH);

Ve During operations two enemy aeroplanes came over and machine gunned us, wounding 2 of the Bge,
warking party and one of our Sappers (Sap., BRichie), also badly wounded 2 of our draught guraes.
Continued work on these wells until we were recalled at 1600 by Sqdn, to Beersheba - arrived

Beersheba 2300, ‘
8. Moved out 0200 feor Sharis with Sqnd, A;rived Sharia 1800 and camped,
9. Moved out f}um sharia with 5qdn, 0530, Sqdn, leaving at kelkah to await orders,
10, Moved from Kelkah at 1000 to join Sqﬁn. Arrived nebil mamim 2000 and put up hoisting gear on

200' well and watered wvivisional H,Q, and our own horses also two troops Australian Vivision,

11, moved out luv0 for Hamame - arrived Hamame 1530,
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HAMAME, 12/11/17,

13.

14

19,
AYUNKARA, 16,

&,

18,

19,
20,

2i,

b

23,

24,

29,
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moved to peach W, of Hamame and dug 11 sumps for n,z, ocde, Water plentiful and just at from 2' te
3' in depth sinking in sand,

vatered Bde, on Beach detachment, Lockington and 4 O ,R, at pumping plant Hamame, moved out with
sde, at 1400, arrived xH SUKKIRIZ 2200, ”

Moved with Bde, at 0800 watered in Wadi Thahhanat in large pools of fresh water without troughs in
morning, 1500 erected 4 troughs and one reservoir and watered Bde, from pools in Wadi,

Watered Bde, in morning and lifted all material at 1300 and moved forward with Bde, to Richon,
where we erected 4 troughs at 30,000 gallen reservoir in the Colony and watered the Bde,

Watered Bde, in colony at 1300, Mkoved one mile N,E, of Wine Factory and erected 4 troughs at Con-
crete Reservoir contains 30,000 gallons of water,

Watered Bde, at a reservoir and pumping plant, Has a 12 H P, Hornsby Gas Engine with Tangy Suction
Gas plant attached, The pump is triple plunger type, capacity 4,000 galls, per hour,

Watered the Brigade in morning, Lifted all material and equipment and moved forward with Brigade at
0930, Arrived at 1300, #rected 4 troughs and ) reservoir in Wadi N,W, of Sarona, half mile N, W,
also erected 4 Regimental troughs for Brigade and found pumping parties for the Brigade,

1 Cpl, and 4 O ,R, watered Brigade, Placed 1 Cpl, and 4 O,R, in the Wagner Foundry and proceeded
to effect repairs to Brigade material, Secured charcoal for pumping plant,

Watered Brigade, erected C,M,R, trougns near their lines and put pumps in order, 1 Cpl, and 4 O,RS
at Wagner Foundry on repairs to Brigade material,

Watered Brigade 1 Cpl, and 4 0,R, on duty assisting at Wagner's foundry attending,Brigade affairs,
S5ign poste procured from Turkish stores 600 scantlin for sign posts £x secured from ureek store
(gave receipt) 20/8 10" x 1" for 8ign boards, completed 30 sign posts ready for painting,.

Watered Srigade, 1 vpl, and 4 O,R, attending prigade affairs Wagner fdy, 2 O,R, repairing water
pipe at Jewish Hospital, 2 O,R, (fitters) effected repairs chaff-cutter and got same working and

cutting chaff for &origade, Paint secured from wa gner foundry and completed 6 sign posts,

1 vpl, and 4 O, R, watered Srigade, Completed 14 sign posts and erected 10 of same, 1 Upl, at
Wagner foundry attending origade affairs, &rected posts and roped in fresh water reservoir area
improving same by draining and gravelling,

l vpl, and 4 men watering osrigade, 1 upl, andJB men at Wagner Koundry on origade work, miscellan-
€ous work in camp,

Improved watering area, 1 uvpl, and 3 men at work wagner roundry. 1 O,R, repairing pump at C_N,R,
watering area,
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AYUNKARA, 26/11/17. Packed up all equipment and stood to ready to move and moved camp 4 mile S, W, Erected 4
troughs and watered Brigade, '
27, 1 upl, and 4 0,K, repairing chaff cutter at sarona srewery, 1 upl. and 4 O,R, watered Brigade,
28, 4 O,R, cutting chaff for srigade, 1 vpl, and 4 o,R, watered Brigade, 2 0O,R, effecting re-

pairs at Canterbury m R, watering area,

29. 4 O,R, cutting chaff for srigade, 1 upl, and 4 u,R, watered srigade and improves watering area,
1 vpl, and 2 O,R, at wagner roundry on nsrigade work,

30, 4 O,R, cutting chaff for Brigade, 1 vpl, and 3 O,R, erecting pumps and troughs at C_M,R, new

watering area, 2 0,R, repairing pumping engine at C M, R, Waler area, 1 upl, and 3 men at
roundry on nde, work,
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HEADQUARTZRS - _ DECEMBER 1917,

4 their separate diaries
uring the eater part of the montn the Troops were attnchad'ta nr@gadea. an .
are hgruwitgf the sSquadron less necessary details for watering srigades was concentrated on 3lst
for work on SULTAN BRIDGE, In addition to work carried out by troops, the following was done by a
detachment at Squadron H,Q,

JAFFA, ) Hunning gas plﬁnt (suction) in vewish Golony, vaffa, for water supply for wvivisional units, Horses
watered at sump and bore on beach,
5. made reconnaissance of water supply of village of wadi HANEIN, and arranged for watering of 2nd
AL ,H, Brigade,
T rrekked to RICHON, arranged for watering of vivisional uvnits at Town supply.
RICHON, 8. Running water supply, village of RICHON., Made urgent repairs to roads,
9. Arranging to obtain stone for further road repairs and charcoal for town engine,
12, sreakdown of Pump, Town Supply.
13, Local engineer working on pump, failed to make joinis gatisfactorily and it was necessary to take

over work, take down joints and repack,
14, Pump repaired - water opened up at AYUN KARA as an emergency measure if required,
10, 22 Pumping plant satisfactory, made about fifty notice boards for ntreaﬁa and billets,
ey vommenced extensive repairs to road RICHON - wadi HANEBIN.

24 & 26 tContinued road repairs,

ESDUD, 26, Trekked to KSDUD,

27. Opened up watering area for 1130 horses, pvivisional 1roops,

28' " " " " "

2%, Squadron less necessary srigade details pulled out for Tel-el-Sultan to build bridge,
YEBNA, Camped the night at YEBNA,
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LUDD

RICHON,

ESDUD

Dec, 1917,

1lst to
6th

7th

8th to
13th,

l4th

16th,
17th,

18th,

22nd,

23rd,

24, 25th
26th,
27th,
28-30th,

3lst
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"A*" FIELD TROOP - DECHEMBER 1917,

krecting experimental fumigatory plant at Wwine vistillery, RICHON,
LUDD watering 2nd A,L,H, Regt,

Lieut, Jones with detachment at

Lieut, Jones with detachment joined 1roop at RICHON.
Brigade - RICHON,

Troop supervising watering arrangements for

Troop supervising watering arrangements for Hrigade, yeneral camp routine,

Lieut, weedman and 3 O_R,

surveying road from ssI1T TEJAH to WANI HANEIN,. froop supervising watering
arrangements for srigade, :

Troop supervising watering arrangements for prigade,

Lieut. Weedman and 8 O,R, moved with brigade to front line - point 205 nef, sheet 13 Palestine map,
Square "0" 16 b,

Lieut, Weedman wounded left hip, flesh wound, remained on duty. 1Troop supervising watering arrange-
ments for Brigade horse at RICHON,

from
Lieut, Weedman and 8 0, R, returned with Brigade to Kichon/front line,
arrangements for brigade,

I'roop supervising watering
Troop supervising watering arrangements for prigade,

Troop moved with prigade from RICHON to ESDUD,

vigging sumps for horse water and putting down spear point for drinking water for srigade at Esdud,

supervising watering arrangements for Brigade, ESDUD,

Lieut, Weedman with detachment moved from ESIUD to YEBNA and camped for night,
Esdud supervising watering arrangements for Brigade,

Lieut, Jones at
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"B* TROOP.
Dec, 1917

let secured 24 H,P, "OTTO" Engine (Petrol) in Jaffa from Immigration Sanitary Depot, Lt., Bradbury
blew up aeroplane bomb (ours) with 1 slab guncotton - satisfactory, Secured 10 bags charcoal

and 2 rotols olive oil from LUDD (4th),

MOVED TO 6th Used water plant at "Brils" farm, Hornsby engine (keroséne), Used charcoal gas producer -

WADI HANEIN, triple pump app. 3000 gals, per hour - reservoir holds 60.000 gals, Used drain to near hedge
then reservoir 2300 gals, sunk in ground from which we pumped through hedge into troughs and
drinking water reservoir, 5 troughs in use also water bottle apparatus,

7, 8, 9th Wet days,

10th,llth rine and frost,
12th

l2th, Went to SUKBRIER by car to see Camping site A,D,M,S, A, & N,Z, Mtd, uiv, water ‘passed by
Major iHornes,

SUABKRIER , 13ta, moved to SUKERIER 44 hrs, with troop and limbers, &srected 6 troughs and reservoir on water
holes, good and fresh, HSBILHARZIA reported A A,M,C, doctor, chlorination and all precautions,
veveloping water in limestone crust in WADI BED on square, sheet X¥I. 1/63360 - 072, B.2,
A.S.E, and 294° to NEBY YUNIS, Well sunk 6' x 4' - 6' to water, 2' water, fresh, 800 gals,
per hour - if further developed, unlimited, Tested with spear point, water found at 3' in
gaand hills in squares, same map, 072,8.1.a.&,c¢,&,7a, Spear point work, Wwater fresh, yield
small owing to slow percolation through fine sand slightly mixed with soil, vould be opened
out into sumps but would entail unnecessary labour in view of WADI development, N, Z, troop
draw their water from another hole made by them 20' away from ours,

14th, sent N,C,0, and limber to Junction station for R,E, stores, Repairing horse clippers for 5th
L,H, Draw from R,E, Park 3 pumps complete, 6 troughs, 15 standards, 520' lashing (not fathoms )

750 sand bags, Returned 3 pumps and 2 troughs, made table for uenerals' Mess,
16th, Krected reservoir for washing purposes, made road into wadi - re-erected sundry notice boards,

18th, Making 3rd class figure targets for Brigade,

19th, Erected 9 targets, negiment commenced shooting 1200, Making targets for M, _G,S, and completing
3 more for Brigade, All hands voted on conscription referendum, Sent limber to DEIR SINEID to
draw R ,E, stores,

20th, sent limber to LEIR SINEID to draw 3 reservoirs one of which was given teo N,Z, Troop, Sent
limber to S,H,Qrs., RICHON for Ordnance stores, &ic, -

22nd, Party on road making and draining drinking water area,
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SUKERIER Q;EE?ﬁuc_ carrying on as above,
24th Lrecting targets for M,G,S, Clipping horses and re-arranging camp,
25th Floods in Wadi necessitated removal of drinking water reservoirs, also washing water ditto,
26th vommenced sump for drinking water in sand hills,
27th nanding over reserve pumping gear to regiments - repairing targets for regiment,
28th Developing drinking water,
29th - Moving horse troughs to sandhills - carrying on development for horses,
30th Issued balance reserve pumping gear to regiments, Packed limbers in preparation for move to

RUBIN, (lipping horses and making crosses and doing sundry carpentry jobs for bsrigade and
units of ditto,

3lst Lt, Steven went to RUBIN, met Col, Russel, R ,E,, Descorps, and took section of wadi RUBIN at

point selected by vol, nussel for srigade (trestle) 2' above the then high watermark,
YEBNA, salance of troops marched out with rield Squadron and camped for the night at YEBNA,
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HEADQUARTERS - J ANUARY 1918,

1918
TEL-ES=-GULTAN, lst Jan, The troops were mainly on detached duty, and their separate reports are herewith, The
following work was also carried out under the immediate supervision of Squadron H,Q,
Drawing timber for trestle Wwridge, to be erected under instructions of Lieut,-Col, R.E,
Descorps at Tel-es-Sultan,
2 & 3, Proceeded with erection,
4, Completed for traffic on 5th, 13/13 ft, bays to carry infantry in fours, cavalry in 4
sections and field guns,
5 & 6, Continued fixing brushwood along handrail and minor improvements,
- A Very big flood, river rose 1l0'56", portion of centre of bridge washed away, |
8. Built temporary bridge with two 24' bays on a 1l1' x 1ll' pontoon at a narrow spot in river
about 100 yds, east of lst Bridge, Bridge carries infantry in fours, cavalry 4 sections, |
G,S, Wagon loaded, .
10, Directions received to build barrel pier bridge, adjustable, for any rise in the river, to
carry camels only, old bridge to be 1ismantled, Proposal for pile bridge turned down, ow-
ing to lack of material,
i1l teo 13, Dismantling old bridge, designing and drawing barrels and preparing approaches for barrel
pier bridge,
14, Built barrel pier bridge, span 92', in seven working hours,

15 to the Small detachment improving bridge and approaches, making additional barrel piers, prepar-
end of the ing material, and placing everything in readiness for extension of the bridge, Ramps were
month, made (grade of 1 in 6) from high flood to summer level, shore bays 24' long on wheels were
constructed, The piers were moored to steel wire axmpm ropes stretched across up and down
gstream from bridge, The method of extension was to break bridge at the shore bays, draw
each bay up the runways fcr required distance, tip by loading shore ends and place piers
in position, Two new bays of superstructure, then to be placed,
Additional work under supervision of Squadron H,Q, (Lieut, Campbell),

BSDUD, o to 11, Watering arrangements of D,H,Q, and Divisional Troops at Esdud,
Construction of 400 yds, of Drain on East end of railway line ESDUD Siding from Main Supply
Dump to Wadi for purpose of draining water from Supply Dump Area, Dimensions of drain 8
wide at top, 3' at hottom, 4' deep, Vorking party*l00 per day,
Also construction 400 yds, drain West end of RSDUD, Siding running in a southerly direc-
tion, Dimensions 2' wide at top, 1l' at bottom, 2' deep, Working party 100,
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aDa
Jan, 1918,

RICHON (AYON KARA), Detachment to Richon (Ayon Kara) to put in order RICHON Pumping Plant, Plant had been out

of order 14 days, Spare parts obtained through Des,Corps from Jaffa, 2 men from D Troop

to assist., BEngine converted to benzine, pump overhauled and repaired, Whole in running
order,

13th Detachment left in charge of Regt, 3, 12' wooden troughs and 1, 600 gal, canvas trough in
wooden frame erected,

14th, Commenced construction of 18 chain road midway between village of Wadi HANEIN and Kilo,
293 Railway crossing, Necessary to remove mud and slosh to average depth of 18" for solid
bottom, Two feet sand stone, core top, dressed with napped metal work much h-mpered by
traffic, Working party about 120 E,L,C, daily, Limbers from Division up to about 15 per

day maximum available, but more required as stone had to be drawn about 2 miles - about #
of work completed, :

Pumping station immediately north of RICHON village overhauled and three wooden troughs
erected, two men running plant for a Squadron of XXIst Corps Cavalry,

Constructed about thirty hurdles and wings for Divisional Sports,

R I I T B I I e . B B R IR R B B R
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"A" FIELD TROOP

— ——— —
1918

TEL-ES-SULTAN, Jan, lst Shifting camp site to TEL-ES-SULTAN - NAHR RUBIN, Limbers transporting bridging materials
to site TEL-ES-SULTAN, Lieut, Jones and 13 O, R, water duties with Brigade, ESIUD,

NAHR RUBIN, 2 & 3 Erecting bridge, Lieut, Jonés and 13 O,R, water duties at ESDUD,

ESDUD, 4, 4 O,R, reported te 2nd L, ,H, Regt, for duty in front line, NALIN,£ Lieut, Jones & 13 O_,R,
water duties with Brigade at ESDUD, Lieut, Weedman and 28 O0.R assisting in erection of ki
bridge over NAHR RUBIN,

S5, 4 O,R, marched out to report to 2nd L ,H, Regt, for duty at front line, Lieut, Jones & 13

c,R, water duty with Brigade at Esdud, . Lieut, Weedman & 24 0 R, assisting in erection of
bridge over NAHR RUBIN, |

6 & 7, 8 0O,R, with 2nd L, H, Regt, duty fron* line, Lieut, Jones & 14 0,R, RERXEXXREXXRXRXEXLKEX
pExhxcdgexaxar xNANR xRERINy water duties with Bde, at ESDUD, Lieut, Weedman and 23 O,R,
aseisting in erection of bridge over NAHR RUBIN,

8. 8 o,LR, with 2nd L_H, Ra%. duty front line, Lieut, Weedman & 3 0, R, marched out to report
2nd L. H, Reg, for duty front line, Lieut, Jones & 14 QO,R, water duties with Brigade ESDUD

9. Lieut, Weedman & 11 O,R, with L _H, Regt., (2nd) roadmaking for wheeled transport to front
line, Lieut, Jones and 14 O R, with Brigade at ESTUD, 20 O,R, assisting in erection of
bridge over NAHR RUBIN, :

10, Lieut, Weedman and 11 O,R, with 2nd L,H, Reg, roadmaking for wheeled transport to front |
line, Lieut, Jones 14 O,R, with Bde, at ESDUD and 20 0,R, marched from TEL-ES-SULTAN to
report to Lieut, Weedman in front line,

y B HF Lieut, Weedman and 17 O,R, with 2 L _H, Reg, roadmaking for wheeled transport to front line,
KH, MIDIEH, 14 O,R, {(Lieut, Weedman's party) returned to Ramlieh with wagons and lead
horses, Lieut, Jones & 14 C,R, duty with Brigade, ESDUD,

1R, Lieut, Weedman and 17 O ,R, with 2nd L _H. Reg. roadmaking at KH, NIDIEH for wheeled trans-
pert to front line, 14 O,R, cmmped at RAMLIEH with wagons and lead horses, Lt, Jones &
DIRIAN, 14 O0,R, moved from-ESDUD to DIRAN and prepared watering arrangements for lst A L _H,6 BRde,
13, Lieut, Weedman and 17 O,R, with 2nd L,H, Reg. |

14,15,16, Roadmaking at KH, MIDIEH for wheeled transport to front line,

17 Lieut, Jones & 14 G.H; watering lst AL _H, Bde, at DIRIAN,
18, Lieut, Weedman & 17 O,R, with 2nd L,1, Reg, roadmaking at XH MIDIEH. Lieut, Jones & 14
giﬁ, ggvﬂd with Brigade from DIRIAN tc AYAN KARA & prepared watering arrangements for
gaae, '

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT100/7666



AYAN KARA, Jan, 1918,
19.

20,

<

22,
23.
24,
25,
26,

27«
28,
29,
3C.

3.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

. .

Watering Brigade Ayan Kara, Laying 300 ft, piping from engine room to Brigade watering area,

Detachment from NALIN, rejoined Brigade detachment at Ayon Kara, Laying out and erecting camp,
erecting 2, 2300 gallon reservoirs and 2, 600 gallon troughs,

Erecting 2, 30' x 30' canvas tanks, watering Brigade, Inverness Battery and M A,C, Making
targets for let Brigade,

Improving Bde, watering area, Laying out Ablution Area erected 1, 2300 gallon canvas raaarfnir.
Supervising Bda.-watering. N.,C,0, & 2 O,_R, on guard, squadron Dump at Kilo, 290,

Selecting site for Rifle Range, erecting horse rail at B H, Q,

Making targets, crosses and erecting camel troughs for Brigade,

Making jumping hurdles for Brigade sports - repairing and changing troughs for Brigade watering
- making crosses (Brigade),

Making crosses and repairs to pumping plant and engine,
Making hurdles, crosses and tables, Changing camel trough,
Making crosses and carving inscriptions, ©Still making targets and improving ablution area,

Repairs to pipe line, carving inscriptions on crosses, building up troughs on Bde, watering
area, |

Making pigeon holes for Brigade post office, also table, Repairs to forge 2nd AL H., Reg,
2 0,R, quarrying stone for road making,

(Sgd,) J, H, Alexander,
Najor,
R.E,
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"B* FIELD TROOP,

Jan, 1918, . =
NAHR RUBIN, 55 Moved from ESDUD to NAHR RUBIN to assist in building bridge over Wadi near TEL-EL-3ULTAN.
| 2, Preparing approaches to bridge, Drivers and limbers carting timber from YEBNA siding to bridge

site, Sappers assembling timber for various trestles,

3. Drivers carting timbers, Sappers working on bridge,

4. Sappers on bridge,

5, Finishing bridge,

6. Cleaning up round bridge, Weather very wet, FPut 1iwo anchors on up stream side of bridge for
safety on account of the rapid rising of the water,

2 Part of bridge washed away, men employed in salving bridge,

8. ' Construction of floating pontoon about 100 yds, up stream from broken bridge, Made from 12" x 2"
timber and one 2300 gal, tank, size when completed 1ll' X 11", approximate bouyancy 6600 1lbs,

9. vompleted floating bridge, others making the approaches to same, bridge to carry camels (loaded)

10, Instruction in making barrel piers, taking section for barrel piers and others engaged in con=-
structing movable shore bay on wheels,

T Sappers working on constructing barrel piers and remainder finishing movable shore bay,

12, 1 officer 9 O, R, moved from Nahr Rubin to Wadi HANEIN, Rained very heavy towards afternoon,
srected 5 troughs for Brigade water supply.

i3, Completed arrangements for Brigade water supply. Others employed at Nahr Rubin,

14, Working on road repairing between WADI HANEIN and DIRIAN, others overhauling gear (Regt. ),
others on Brigade,

15, Road repairing, Men overhauling Engine for Div, Train Water Supply, others at Bridge,

16, Road repairing men overhauling Engine for Div, Train Water Supply, rapgiring pump, others on

Bridge,
183-28, Party on bridge (barrel pier),

29 Lieut. Sleven moved camp to Wadi HANZIN joining up with the rest of the Troop, Overhauling
pumping plant,
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Jan, 1918,
30, - Lieut, Bradbury and 1 O0,R, marched out to MOASCAR,
31, Sent Transport to help move dump from Kilo, 295 to site 400 yds, N, E, Party maintained at

Suttan Bridge, 5 drivers, 9 O,R,, 1 limber, 1l horses,

(sgd,) J, H, Alexander,
lMgjor,
R'E'
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HEADQUARTERS - FEBRUARY 1918,
reb, 1918,

AYON KAKA, The separate diary of each Field Troop is forwarded herewith, The troops were generally
attached to Brigades, either in standing camp or on active operations during the whole of the
month, In addition to work carried out by troops, the following was done by a small detach-
ment under the immediate direction of S,H,Q,

NAHR RUBIN lst, The running of the Town water supply plant at RICHON LE ZION (AYON KARA) for the civilian popu-
Tel-es-Sultan, lation and Divisional Troops, This plant has been run by the Squadron since the 7th Dec, 1917

and a description of it is attached (see Appendices),
The maintenance of the Barrel Pier Bridge over the NAHR RUBIN at TEL-ES-SULTAN, This
bridge which was extended during the floods in the river, was described in January War Diary,
The normal length was 90', The maximum rise of the river during February was 1l0', necessitating
the extension of the bridge to 126", The material for extension had been prepared on the
ground and the necessary adjustment was made by the Squadron Sergeant Major and 2 N,C,0s8, and
12 men from the lst and 2nd A,L,H, Bde,
The wheeled transport obtainable being inadequate to carry the equipment on the mobilis-
ation store table, it was necessary to revise the latter, A conference of officers in charge ‘
of troops was held at §,H,Q, and load tables prepared for such equipment as could be carried,
the balance to be placed on a Squadron Dump at Railhead, These proposals were forwarded to
Divi sional “eadquarters on the 1llth February and approved of by Desert liounted Corps, A pack
(horse) establishment was also prepared and submitted in accordance with instructions from ‘
D.H,Q, but the shortage of horses prevented its adoption, A portable cook's shelter was
made for D, H,Q, ,
LATRON, . 16th On 15th Feb, Squadron H,Q, less Orderly Room staff, left RICHON (AYON KARA) and trekked to
JERUSALEM  16th LATRON, On the 16th trekked to JERUSALEM. | ' )

BETHLEHEM, 17th Examined and reported on watering area of SOLOMON'3 POOLS near BETHLEHEM and arranged for |
watering there of lst A,L,H, 3de, and X,z M, R, Bde, |

IBN OBEID, 18th Watering of N,Z H,R, Bde, at SOLOMON'S POOLS taken over from N,Z, Troop by S,H,Q, detachment,
N,Z, Troop moved to IBN OBEID to prepare watering arrangements from asterns for N,Z,M,R, and

lst A,L,H, Brigades,

ABU DIS, 19th N,Z,M,R, Bde, watered in morning and'H,q, detachment lifted gear and joined Divisional Trans-
port at Junction of roads to JERUSALEM from ABU DIS and from JERICHO.

JERICHO, 21lst Headquarters transport returned to JERUSALEM with Divisional Transport, Reconnoitred and
reported on watering mxmmmxgEX prospects at NEBY NMUSA, Reconnoitred and reported on WADI KELT,

yield and facilities for watering. |

NEBY MUSA, 22nd Reconnoitred and reported on water supply of JERICHO. Reported on portable engine found at
hospital, JERICHO, Trekked from JERICHO to JERUSALEM, arrived 0200 23rd, |

&
|

WADY KELT, 25th Trekked from JERUSALEM to about four miles dast of RAMLEH,
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1918,
RAMLEH 26th Feb, Trekked to bivouac area RICHON-LE-ZION (AYON KARA).

27 & 28th Overhauling equipment and transport,

NOTES: - The wastage of personnel was practically NIL,
The horses suffered during the short "STUN®" to JERUSALEM & JERICHO,
lst owing to rough stony country., 2nd owing to cold and wet, About 3% came back lame,
mostly stone bruises,
In practically every case the horseswere perfectly well again within a week, in as good
condition as before these operations, There are a few aged horses that get into low
condition very quickly, and only great care on the part of Farrier GSergeant NUGENT and
the Farrier Corporals keep these horses serviceable, About BO% of the limbers required
repairs after the ba d roads; they are being taken in hand at once, |
The equipment is complete and in good order and there is ample clothing, etc,

-
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"A" FIELTD TROOP - FEBRUARY 1918,

ZAKARIYA, Feb, 1918,
. 9 Watering lst A, L ,H, Brigade, Inverness Battery and Ammunition Column, Making notice boards for

Brigade, Erecting one 30' x 30' canvas reservoir, 2 0,R, quarrying stone for roadmaking,

2. Ditto also repairing pack saddle telephone wire rolls for lst Signal Troop.
BETHLEHEM 3.4, " alsc making and carving crosses for Brigade, llaking high jumps.
0. e alse changing and repﬂiring canvas troughs, ¥recting one 2300 gal, canvas reservoir,
Making 2 covers for reservoeir, Repairs to deep well pump,
ABU DIS, 6. " also making letter rack for Brigade post office, LRepairs to eil engine,
s " also packing deepwell pump,

8 to 12, “ Miscellaneous work for Brigade, overhauling and repaire to R,E, stores, Running plant f,
lst AL _H, Bde, and Div, Train,

BIR-EL-MALAKI 13-156 " also erecting 30' x 20' sheet for drinking water reservoir,

15-16 Detachment moved out to prepare watering arrangements for lst AL _H. Bde, wheeled transport at
ZAKARIYA with Lt, Jones,

18, Trekked from ZAKARIYA to Bethlehem and prepared watering for Bde,

TALAT-ED-DUNM 19, " * Bethlehem to Abu Dis, left detachment at Bethlehem watering details,
20, - " Abu Dis to Bir-el-Malaki on watering,
21, . " Bir-el-Malaki to Talat-ed-Dumm, . "
RICHON !AKDH 22=25, » * Abu-Dis watered Div, Train, then on to Bethlehem, .
A 26, " back to RICHON,
BIR LIFTON, 16 Lieut, Weedman with troop trekked from Richon to Junction Station and prepared watering for Bde,
IBN-OBEID, Left 2 O.R, at Richon watering Bde, Details and 2 O, R, watering Div, Train, ‘
17,  Trekked to ZAKARIYA and " wooom m :
18, " from " to Bethlehem " » i " " |
MUNTAR 19, . " BETHLEHEM to BIR LIFTAN, Ibn OBEID, there watered and on to MUNTAR " " " |

20 I " MUNTAR to MGHT-ABU-TABK, located water in Wadi Sq.114 R,14,c, Sheet Palestine Binket,
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MGHT -ABU-TABK ,

WADI JOFEL ZEKEN,

ERIHA,

WADI EL KELT,

JUNCTION STATION,
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1918

20th Feb,

23rd,
2oth,

26th.
2ith,
28th,

-E-

Trekknd frnm NGHT-ABU4TABK to Wadi Jcfel Zeken, (Storage 100,00C gals,

WADY Jofel ZEKEN to ERIHA, watered Brigade from running gtream in Wadi-el-Kelt
Reservoir at Tel-es-Sultan, storage 240,000 gals, water running through

reservoir from aqueductis,

BERIHA to BETHLEHEM and preparing water for Brigace,
BETHLEHEM to ZAKARIYA " " " " "
ZAKARIYA to JUNCTION STATION " " " " "

JUNCTION STATION to RICHON " “ " " "

Overhauling water supply gear and cleaning up watering Area,2 O,R, still on Div, Train

watering,
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. “B" FIELD TROOP - FEBRUARY 1213.

Feb, 1918,
Wadi Hanein, ¥From lsat Carrying on with watering arrangements for srigade, 1 officer and detachment detached as
below, Gontinuing with road construction on section between Wadi Hanein and railway cross-
to ing at K,293, also commenced construction of 10 chains of Hoad at Wadi Hanein end of existing
metal road, also constructed 500 yards drain east of Wadi nanein to prevent flooding of road;
15th yrain 4 ft, wide at top, 2 ft, at bottom, 3 ft, deep., An average of 130 E,L,C, were employed,
pundry work such as making crosses, mnepaired G,S, wagon overhauling engine at Brigade Water-
ing Area, 4&recting and repairing tanks, troughs and reservars, “recting hurdles for sportis,
to 5till on road construction as from the lst, also opened up face for quarry baring about 4 acre
of good hard stone suitable for roadmaking., wmade, &» painted and written more crosses and
23 sign boards, varried out watering arrangements for viv, Train and 2nd A,L,H, Bde,
to
AYCN KARA, 28 continuation of road repairs, opening up and cleaning drains in ANZAC MOUNTED DIVISION area
at Ayon Kara, 120 E,L,C, employed daily,
RAMLEH , ¥rom 3rd 1 officer (Lieut, Steven) and detachment moved out tc Ramleh for the night - 4th, Arrived at

Nalin and took over work from Lieut, Lockington (N,Z, Field Troop). 5th Working party found
by 7th A,L,H, neg, and working i/c¢ of N,C,0s, and gappers on ublin road - midieh Grade -
NALIN . sangars for different squadrons and »,G,S. detachment, iraced new legnth of sap (fire trench)
For B Squadron - measured up cisterns and water supply generally plotted on plan (see appen-
dices), Hepairs to sandcart for Regiment, nlasting stone for Sangars and traverses and
echelon shelters, Using explosives in trenches, wade reconnaissance with regimental Comman-
MIDIEH, to der with view to putting lipe forward, uountry suitable but no water in vicinity. JXound in
use in Nalin & 12 H,P, "ieulz" engine with gas producer using charcoal, also can use kerosine
All in serviceable order, used for grinding "¥lour only", Made "trip" alarm for open space
in Wadi, Successful, 25th, otarted new rocad to shukbar and sheblin, marked out to well at
SHUKBAR , sheblin and supervising constructing - roadway l1l2° clear mestly in Wadi bed and suitable
transport guns and rord cars, Placing notice boards on roads, JVesigned and supervising
construction of fire trenches, communication saps, sangars, and bombing position,

SHEBTIN, Well or sump, Sheet 14, 1/63360 086,2%.,11,b.,n, rough stone lined 3' to water 21'=6" of water
' 14' x 11'6" fresh, This is a soakage in the bed of the Wadi,
Lisgtern 4,11,a (same map) between shiekh's Tomb and village 5, of prickly pear hedge,
6'G" to water, 4'6" of water, 20' diameter, rresh but polluted,
Cistern, Y.30.a, N,E, on N, bank of wadi, E, end of Olive urove (same map) 8' to water,
26th, 1'3" of water, 16! diam, fresan, rarticulars and plan of Halin and water supply see appendix,
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0 F
sS,H,q, 1ST F¥FIELD SQUADRON KNGRS.
¥ OR
FEBRUARY 1918,

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No, : subject,
I vescription of Pumping Station - michon-le-Zion,
2. Plan of ’ = " .
L List of Cisterns,
4. Piﬁn showing position of mno, 3 (CISTEKNS),

(S5gd,) J4, H, Alexander,
major,
R,E,
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PUMPING STATION AT RICHON-LE-ZION (AYON KARA),

It has 2 engines, cne of which is out of order, “The
one out of order is a "TANGYE", 2C horse power engine run by
kerosene, It works a Duplex pump which is also out of order,
The engine in working order is a “KORTING" 30 H,P, suction gas
engine, temporarily converted to benzine, A "BOSCH" semi-rotary

low tension magneto is used for Ignition, A compressed air starter
being used, The pump used with this engine is a doubnle throw pump

running at 17 revolutions per min, and pumping approximately 6000
gals, per hour,

the water is pumped into a small stone reservoir (capacity
3900 gals.) from the well which is 12' diam,, 150' deep, dry, with
an additional 1C' bore for 2 suction pipes, The water is then
pumped into 2 metal, cylindrical service reservoirs, Total capacity
45,000 gals, by a double cylinder force pump at 7,000 galls. per hour,

ihis engine also supplies the horse reservoir and bath
house, Ine reservoir is stone, sguare, and has a capacity of
25,000 gals, approx,

the bath house has 5 baths, the water used is that which
passes through the wmter jacket of the engine cylinder,

These baths are used by the troops in the vicinity,
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*B* TROOP, 1ST FIELD SQUADRON ENGINEERS

FEBRUARY 1918,

= ol
JEMMAIN, 085Z2,) 20.b.c &4, 27.a &c.
Sheet XIV, ) 2l.a & c,
26.a & b, 165/2/18,
Cistern Lepth to vepth of Diameter neck Contents
No, Water Water Gallons Hemarkes,
15,2.18,
1 - 10" 4" 16" 51 5025
la grQ" 5 16 3 6280
2 12 3rgm 20' x 16 b5° 6875 2 inlet holes
8spring small
3 13 3 18* x 12 - 4050
4 Brév 719" 10" 61 3692
5 Qren 14" 16" approx, - 1675
6 76" 56" 10" 7° - 2698
7 16" 5 15! 616" 55156
8 12 417" 18" 5" 7156
9 12¢ 8¢ 18" g 12712
10 141 SAA 18 A 8731
11 136 6'9" 16¢ - 847¢
12 10" 116" 12! - 1060
13 grge 403w 12" x 6" - 1912
14 129 2' 20' x 8¢ - 3000
15 10" ' 20" %' 11775
16 146" 8¢ 16! ' 848
17 191 - - - Not much good
18 12'6" A 20" x 12 3 10500
19 12° 66" 15 5 7168
20 518" 714" 10" 51 3597
21 gré" 5r5* 10 5¢ 2572
22 14" 6" 16 5" 625
23 8 6! 12 6" 42137
24 146" 23" 20" 3¢ 4415
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Particulars taken by Lieut,

B, rield Troop,

124.555 Galls, (minimu

Stevens,
lst rield Squadron sngrs, A,M,D,
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HEADQUARTERS = MARCH 1918;

March
JERUSALEM, 1918, Troops were attached to Brigades complete till the 18th when the right half of each troop reported
to 8S,H,Q. at JERUSALEM, for preparation of material for demolition work,
The following was done by a small detachment at S, H,Q, Running and maintenance of town water
AYON KARA, supply plant, village of RICHON (AYON KARA), Maintenance (up to date of dismantling) of barrel
pier bridge,

LUDD, lst, Overhauling equipment and obtaining renewals from A,R,R,E, LUDD,

2nd, Erected gallows and prepared trenches for bayonet fighting and gymnaatic sergeants attached to
Division,

4th, Commenced dismantling of Tel-es-SULTAN Barrel Pier Bridge,
oth, Continued dismantling of B,P. Bridge and returned material to R ® YPark, TITD™,

TEL-S-SULTAN 6 & 7 Preparing schemes for Bridging of JORDAN River and demolition of HEDJAZ Railway,

Qth. Commenced removal of Squadron Dump from Kile, 295 to LUDD,
10th, Requirements worked out, and indents submitted for explosives for demolition of HEDJAZ Railway,
HEDJ AG, 1lth, C,E, XXI Corps interviewed re handing over water supply at AYON KARA.

12th, Y Removed S,H,Q, camp from AYON KARA to RICHON EAST,
13th, Trekked from RICHON to LATRON,
LATRON, 14th, . * LATRON to JERUSALEM, camped on the Mount of OLIVES. Raining and very cold,

16th, Raining all day;- 16th Moved into billets at ENGLISH HOSPITAL, JERUSALEM, commenced preparation
& 17 & 18, of explosives for demolition work, Sent to BIREH for gelignite,

TALAAT -ED-DUMM

Detachmente of A, B'and N,Z, Troop reported,
19th, Loading explosives, Left Jerusalem 190C, trekked down JERICHO ROAD to near TALAAT-ED-DUMM,

21 & 22nd, Overhauling explosives - standing by, (JORDAN still in flood),

KASR HAIJLA, 23rd, Left TALAAT ED DUMM 1800, marched to KASR HAJLA (D Troop, DES, CORPS, cocnstructed bridge over
JORDAN, :
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1918 :
TEL EL MUSLIM, 24th March, Crossed JORDAN 0800, trekked to TEL BL MUSLIM, arrived noon, Commenced march up Road 3
at 1800, Road impracticable for wheels, From about two miles along road sent back to
NUSLIM for camels and transferred loads from 4 limbers to camels, Followed Imperial

BIREH, Camel fmx Brigade up Road 3,
AIN HEKR 25th, Raining, Road so slippery as to be almost impracticable for camels, Continued trek
' through AIN HEKR, |
25-26th Marched to UMMAMUD great difficulty with Camel transport, road very bad, Raining and
night bitterly cold, :

UMM AMUD, 26-27th At UMM AMUD - 27th, lioved on to AMMAN 0700, Stood by at Divisional H,Q, before AMN AN,

night Explosives on pack horses,

AMUBAN , 28th, 0130, Lieut, Lockington and detachment covered by 2 squadrong S5th A_;_Hﬁ Regt,
Demolished two Arch masonry bridge 16 ft, high, gap 25 feet, Charge ©00 lbs, fired
electrically,

SHUNKT , 29th, Attack continued, Stood by awaiting opportunity for further demolition work, Same

on the 30th,

i to
NIMRIN, let, 0100. Demolition party trekked to UMM AMUD, transferred unused explosives back
3 Camels from packhorses and rejoined Divisional H,Q, &t AIN-ES-SIR, Detachments from
B and N_,7_  troops joined Brigades, Detachment A Troop proceeded down road, 4 acting
as Camel Escort,
Left AIN-ES-SIR 1500, trekked via Road 4 to SHUNET NIMRIN, arrived 2130 and bivouacked,
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RICHON, lst March

to 4th,

5th,
RAMLEH 6th,

7th,
ENAB, 8th,
BIDDA, 9th-11th,

12th,
BEITUNIA, 13th,
BETIN,
BETHLEHEM , 14th,
MAR ELIAS, 8th,
RUMMON, 9th,
ZT TAIYIBEH,
MUNTAR,

10th,
DARSLJERIA,
RUMMON , llth,
12%h,
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"A* FIELD TROOP - MARCH 1918,

S D e el e D s

Supervising watering arrangemente for Brigade at RICHON, Overhauling and
eéquipment, 2 O,R, supervising watering arrangements for Div, Train,

Moved with Brigade from RICHON on trek to RAMLEH and arranged watering,

, " . " RAMLEH " " " ENAB  * "
" " " “ BIDDA " » * BEITUNIA "
" " " " BEITUNIA *  BETIN * "

Brigade watering under R,E, Field Company arrangements,
A,L.H, Regt, |

Troop engaged on repairs te Transport wagons and overhauling troop equipment,

and 9 O,R, with 1ist A,L,H, Regt,

repairs to Troop

then on to BIDDA,

for Brigade,

Lieut, Jones & 9 C,R, with lst

Liesut, Jones

Moved from BETIN to BETHLEZHEM and prepared watering arrangements for Brigade, less one Regt,
Battery R,H, A,D,A,C, and 1 Brigade Mountain Battery at MAR ELIAS and one Regt, Machine Gun
Squadron less (less 2 sub sections) Field Amb, M,V,S, and 3,H,Q, at Bethlehenm, Lieut,

Jones and 9 O,R, with 1lst A,L _H, Rgt,

Watering Brigade at MAR ELIAS and RETHLEHEM,

Lt, Jones with lst A_L_H, Regt,

Separate Diary of Lieut, Jones and 2 0.,R, attached to 1lst A,L,H, Regt,

— =y

noved from SKITUNIA with detachment to water lst negt, A, L, H, at BEITIN from RBEITIN to

RUMMON and camped the night,

Moved at U400 with 1lst negt., to #T TAIYIKEH and watered lst neg, « ~etails and no, 10

mountain Battery at Cistern in TAIYIBEH. Left 4 0 iﬁ at EAIY%BEH tg water Regémigiaéh :
: ocated water square S, ee

transport and moved with rest of detachment to MUNT
XV, and watered Regt, and Machine Gun detachment,

Shifted,4 O,R, with troughs from TAIYIBEH to RUMMON and erected trough in square V,11,A,
Sheet XVII to water regimental transport, Miaking pack road from Square S,27.D. Sheet XV,
Prospecting for fresh cisterns,

along Wadi DAREL JERIR to Square S,22,b,Sheet XV,

Watered “egiment and details at Square V.l1l.a. Shifted trough to new cistern Square 8,26, .a,
Sheet XV, MlMaking road (pack) to watering area. Watering regimental transport:at RUMMON,

Watered Regiment and prospecting for fresh cisterns,
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RUMMON ,

MUNTAR

BETTIN,

BXTHLEHEM ,

BEIT JALA,

TEL-ET - IIJMM ]
NEBI MUSA,

AIN HAJLA,

NIMRIN,
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13th,

l4th,

16th,
17¢th,
18th,

19th,

clst,
22nd,
23rd,
24th,

25th,

26th,
27th,
28th,

29th,
30th,

31st,

-2-
Watered Regiment and prospecting for fresh cisterns, Located one in square S,4,a, Sheet

XV, and arranged for Machine Gun Section to water with buckets,

Making road from TIYIBEH to MUNTAR, Same on the 15th,

Moved with regiment to BEITIN and arranged watering for Regiment and det&ila.
Moved from BEITIN to BETHLEHEM and erected troughs at BEIT JALA for lest Regt,

Watering lst Bde, at Bethlehem, 2 half limbers 8 horses 4 drivers, 10 O,R,, 10 riding
horses, to S,H,Q,

Watering lst Bde, and Auckland hegt, N,Z, Repairing water pumps at B,H,Q,, packing limbers
for move with Bde,

" " " " 2 " On trek with Bde, at 1800,

o " " at Tel-et-Dumm, Trekked with Bde, to NEBI MUSA,

" " o at Greek Convent,

" o » and lst and 2nd line lst Bde, Camels at AIN HAJLA.

Trekked with Bde, from AIN HAJLA to Square 27,0.Central, Sheet 2S SALT, Watered Bde, at
Wadi NIMRIN,

Officer 2 O,R, prospecting for water,
Improving water supply for Bde, in Wadi RALEM,

Watering 1lst Reg, at VMN-BS-SHERT, 2 Reg, at Wadi RALEM, Inverness and Ayshire Batteries
at JORDAN, Brigade Troop at JORDAN Square 0,1.,B,7, Sheet ES SALT. |

Improved spring found on 25/3/18 in square 0,b,c, sheet ES SALT and watered Ayshire and
Inveeness Batteries A, 303 Batteries,

Improving spring and watered 2 Batteries, Brigade Troop = Welsh infantry and Transport, 1lst
Bde, Fl4, Amb, '

Improving water supply at spring, watering same as 30/3/18,
Continuing 0,Cs, Report from the l4th,
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March 1918,

WADI RALENM, 15th to 20th
VUN-KES=SHERT 2lst,
KAR BLIAS,.
KH~EL-MESHRAB
WADI -EL-KELT,
ABU -UMM - DUMM ,
KUSR HAJLEH
TEL ABU KUR,
22nd,
NAAUR, 23rad,
24th,
25, 26th,
AIN ES SIR,
27th,
. 28-30th‘
WADI JERIA
: 3lst,

SHUNST NIMRIN,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

3=

Watering Bde, at BETHLEHEM and MAR ELIAS.

Watering one A,L,H, Regt., M,G,S., Field Amb,, Vet, Sect,, Sig, Troop and B,H,q, Watered
from 6" main, fed from low level aqueduct, ©Sheet XVII, 10033d, Placed 2 - 600 gallon
canvas troughs in old existing stone troughing and fed direct from 0" main,

Approaches, Only one road existed and traffic required careful handling to prevent con-
gestion, Having plenty of time in carrying out the watering parades, Total, numbering
1100 horses, Time taken to water 24 hours,

MAR ELIAS, Watering one .legt,, 1 Batty., R,H,A,, 1 Bde, liountain Batt, 1 Regt, N,Z,M,R,
Bde, atered from 2 stone cisterns fed from high level, aqueduct, sheet N, sq, lgﬂ E.10.9
Put down 4, 600 gallon canvas troughs and 1 2300 canvas reservoir for men's drinking
water, Good area for water system, Time for watering above units 24 hours,

Lieut, Weedman and 6 sappers and 1 Troop from 2nd A,L,H, Regt, left Bethlehem at 1100 on
the 17th-3-18 a for Kh-el-Meshrab, Sheet 18, Square 113, 10,a, to carry out watering
arrangements for A, & N,Z, Mounted Division,

Working in conjunction with the 522 Field Coy., R,E, arrangemeris were made to vater one
brigade and Divisional Xxumkkx units at watering area of the 60th Infantry Div, and 2
Bdeg, at water system on Wadi el Kelt, Owing to the disposition of Bde, camp area and the
rough hilly country and no roads, mmixxmaf® a road was made from Square 13,b, alongthe Aub,
which enabled horses to pass wnen in half sections,

Lt, Weedman and 12 O,R, with S,H,Q, preparing explosives and loads for demolition oper-
ations,

Lt, Weedman and demolition party with S,H,Q, moved from UMM DUMM to KUSR HAJLEH,

Moved with S8 ,H,Q,. v " from KUSR Hh%LEH to TEL ABU KUR (Sheet AMNWAN Sq, 127 W,
20.d » |
o o " " " on trek along No., 3 road through NAAUR to crossroads,

" from Cross roads,

Demolition party standing to awaiting orders for action, 8q, 127.R, 35,4,

Lieut, Weedman and party escort camels loaded with explosives from Sq,127.R,35.d, through
AIN BES SIR following track along Wadi Sir at S8q. V,11l,b, and travelling to Wadi JERIA on
to SHUNET NIMRIM, :
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"B TROOP - MARCH 1918,

1918

WADL RUBIN, lst March 1 have to report that general routine work was carried out by this troop - 2nd AL, H, Bde,,
and Divisional Train drinking and animal water supply was kept satisfactorily supplied,

LATRON, to Pumping plants and technical gear overhauled and repairs effected where necessary,

On all occasions when time permitted field games such as football, cricket and foot racing
1lth, were indulged in, to keep the men in a good standard of condition,

WADI HANEIN, 12th, Acting on instructions from SHQ. through B,H,Q,, 3 drivers with 6 horses and 1 Gg,s, Wagon
were detailed to report to 0,0, D, Troop Des, Corps, ZIngineers at Wadi RUBIN for duty un-
til further notice,

13th, Acting under 2nd A,L,H, Bde, orders 2 officers and 41 0 ,R, marched out with Bde, at 0930

JERUSALEM, to LATRON, Technical gear was carried on 20 camels and 1 nalf limber, A detail of 1
N.C,0, and 3 men remained at WADI HANEIN to take charge of the watering of details of 2nd
AL ,H, Bde, and N,Z, Bde,

14th, Remained at LATRON with Bde, on the 14th, repaired roadway on south side of LATRON water=-
ing area over wadi by building stone causeway over lengths of 4 inch metal casing at

AMMAN , suitable point for horses to leave area afler having watered at troughs, An Irish bridge
was constructed at a suitable point for entrance to area; thus avoiding the necessity for
troops watering to go on to the metal road on the North side of area and causing conges-

16th, tion and blockage of traffic, which had previously been the case, -

L7th. Continued march with Bde, to JERUSALEM, arrived camping area 1600 and supervised arrange-
ments for watering Bde,

18th, Lieut, Campbell with 14 O,R, including 2 drivers with # limber reported to S,H,Q, un der

instructions from C,0, through B ,H,Q, and remained under direct command of C,0, Sqdn, with
demolition party during the advance of AMMAN and to date of withdrawal 31lst, Then receivs-
ing orders to join the Bde, The balance of the troop under Lieut, McGlaughlan remained

to with Bde, Lieut, McGlaughlan reports having attended to any watering arrangements that
were required by Bde,, which amounted to constructing a few small temporary dams when
required where streams were running too narrow and fast for horses to drink properly.
Watering arrangements were simplified throughout the operations by heavy but unwelcome
rains, l N,C,0, and 2 men each carrying 4 slabs of guncotton and 4 each of primers,
detonators and safety fuse, were detailed to report to B,H,Q, to act under orders of a
Bde, officer in an attempt tc cut enemy Railway line at an arranged point, The Troops

3lst, withdrew with sde, on the 31st, suffering 1l casualty during operations,
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HEADQUARTERS _ =~ APRIL 191

1918,
SHUNET NIMRIN, 1l1st April, Camped at Shunet Nimrin, General Shea, G,0,C, 60th Div,, sent for Major Alexander to convey
' ' his thanks for the good work done by the lst F,S,E, during the previous week's operations

at AMMAN, The 0.C, blew up an enemy aerial torpedo,
2nd, Moved camp across the JORDAN River at 0600 to a place one mile east of Jeriche and got
ANMAN neavily bombed by enemy aircraft while moving and had the following casualties, Eleven

camels killed, one horse killed, 5 horses wounded, The camels were carrying R,E, stores
and the horses escort to the camels, We crossed the Jordan River by pontoon bridge and
Barrel Pier Bridge, Vehicles, guns, etc, by the pontoon and the mounted troops by the
barrel pier,

JERICHO, 3rd, We tcok over the 3 bridges, over the Jordan, from the C R E, 60th Division, i.e, :-
Pontoon bridge, bvarrel pier bridge, and Raft footbridge, 12 enemy aircraft again bombed
us, 0,C, went to Jerusalem with 16 half limbers containing unused explosives and returned

same to:-Ordnance, Jerusalen,

4th & 5th,  Detachment in Jerusalem repacking explosives for return to Ordnance, |

WADI KELT, 6bth. Detachment returned to Jeriche with limbers,

7th, Made signboards in wﬁnd, painted and lettered same in good broad block letters, OSupervised
and maintained water supply for Div, H,Q. in Wadi Kelt,

GHORANIYEH ., 8th, General Chator and Col, Brown motored with 0,7,  to discuss bridge sites and fix road site
at Ghoraniyeh Bridge Head and in the afternoon rode to Aine-es-Sultan to inspect water

supply at "s&lisha's Spring",

AlIN-ES-SULTAN, 9th, Lt, lLockington (N.Z, Engrs,) laid a mine comprised of cases of gun cotton in front of
barbed wire entanglements at Choraniyeh Bdge, KemdxzsmpisiRfxwixayxXxWaRKIREZXEAXAIREXLXEN
kxxxAzkzHyxitday

10th, Superviesing erection of barbed wire entanglements at Ghoraniyeh Bde, Head, completecd wire,

Working parties from lst A,L _H, Bde,

1lth, Heavy Turkish counter-attack on bridgehead, easily repulsed, A few only got as far as
the barbed wire, None got through, 0.C. went down to the Dead Sea (RUJM-EL-BAHR), with
Colonel Brown, G.S,0.1, to select defence sight for boat station and garrison (1.C, Bde, )

RUJM-EL-BAHR, i12th,

13th, 0,C, went across to the Ghoraniyeh Bridgehead entanglements t¢ cbserve the effect of our
machine gun fire on the wire entanglements at close range, It wae destructive and we had

to repair the wire in front of each gun position, We are leaving coils of wire for this
purpose in future, Started sending defence material to the Dead Sea Post (barbed wire,
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RICHON
(AYON KARA)

LUDD,
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April 1918,
13th (ctd, )

l4th,

15th,

l6th,

17th,
18th,

15th,
20th,

2lst,

22nd & 23rd

24th,
25th,

pickets, etc,)., *eft 2 sappers behind cutting out creek for motor launch, and helping to
lay barbed wire aXx etc,

0,C, and Capnt, Allen visited the Dead Sea Post to lay out trenches, etc, We built a dummy
canvas bridge 8 ft, wide, 120 ft, long made of hessian stitched to 14 cordage and stiffen-
¢d with reeds underneath, We also cut tracks through the bush on either side of the

River to the Bridge, |

Major Alexander motored to Jerusalem and by arrangement with 20th Army Corps flew all
round our defences, bridges, etc,, on the JORDAN River, in an R.E .8 aeroplane, to observe
these defences as the enemy see them, Also tc see what the dummy canvas bridge over the
Jordan looked like, It was so good that he decided to erect another one, but wider and
further south, The tracks leading to the first bridge were not clear enough as compared
te those in actual use, The trenches in the Bridgehead which we had covered with light
brushweod could not be observed at all, nor could the wire entanglement which was of single

apron South African type,

Went to select sight for 2nd dummy bridge and got the track cut to the sight, Also busy
getting wire entanglement material forward to the AUJA front for the Imperial Camel Ede,
Defences, The 20th Indian Infantry Bde, took over the Ghoraniyeh Bridgehead fram the lst
A,L.H, Regt, Made the 2nd canvas bridge, Alsomaking signboards, painting and lettering
same,

8 motor lorries of defence material forward to the Imp, Camel Bde, on the AUJA front,

Erected 2nd canvas dummy bridge., A 4 hour after completion enemy aircraft came over and
photographed all the bridges, .

Reconnaissance in force against the Turkes at SHUNET NIMRIN.
Still on watering DPivision, Xeeping in repair canvas troughs, and all pumping gear, etc,

0,C, went to Richon to move Dump from Richon to LUDD and returned superfluous stores to
Ordnance,

Removing dump, and cleaning harness, etc,, repairing all gear, making signboards, etc,

Col, Pearsen, R,E,, tecok over C, R, E, Des, Corps from Cel, Russel,

Lt, Camphell (0.C, B Troop, lst P ,S.E., ANZAC Mtd, Div,) left Jericho for 4 weeks leave in
AUSTHALIA, _
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LUDD, April 1918,
26th & 27th, Marked cut tracks and numbered them to avoid congestion at the GHORANIYEH RRIDGEHEAD,

28th, We made "Heavy Pontoon" bridge over the Jodan to take 60 pounder guns and "Peerless" Motor
Lorries (72 tons),

29th, 60 pounder guns and motor lorries crossed pontoon bridge safely, The Turks shelled bvoth
barks of the river but did not succeed in hitting any of the Bridges,

3Gth, Busy getting defence stores down to bridgehead to extend outer wiring,

LB ]
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SHUNET NINRIN,

JELKICHO,

WADI NINKRIN,

GHORANIYEH

Ui -EST «GHERT ,
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April 1918,
lst,

2nd,

3rd & 4th,

oth,

éth,

7th & 8th,
7th = 10th,

9th & 10th,

A" FIELD TROOP _ = APRIL 1918,

Mr, Weedman, 0,.C,, Mr, Trnes 2nd in command,
Lt, Weedman with demolition party camped at SHUNET NIMRIN.

Lt, Jones watered batteries, 2 Regt, Infantry (Welsh) and Brigade Troop at gpring in
0,6,c, Sheet Es Salt,

Lt, Weedman and party moved from SHUNET NIMRIN to JERICHO. Lt, Jones watering 3rd Regt,,
Edd, Troop and Details at Spring, Moved from spring b West bank of Jordan River with Bde,

Lt, Veedman camped near JERICHO with S,H,Q,

Lt, Jones moved back with Bde, to WADI NIMRIN and erected troughs and watered lst Rde,

& Oth Regt, 2 0,R,reported Lt, “"eedman from Bde, detachment, 4th Footbridge over Wadi
NIMRIN for Bde,, watered Bde, and Details,

Lt, Weedman moved from JERICHO to GHORANIYEH to take charge of barrel pier bridge and
foot bridge, ~#t, Jones erected barbed wire for Brigade defences lst, 2nd and 5th Regt.

Lt, Weedman maintaining bridges at GHORANTYEW, salving half limbered wagon G,8,, lst

A .T. H, Field Ambulance frem River JORDAN, Half limber submerged (with full load of
valuable medical stores and surgical instruments) in 14 feet of water, with assistance

of a party d men from Field Ambulance, detailed men to dive and find out position of
wagon = (1) Whether wagon lay upright, or on its side, (2) Pole pointing up or down
stream, (3) If on its side whether load faced bank or towards midstream, RESULT:=

Eig Wagon laying on its eide, (2) Pole pointing down stream, (3) Load fndTEE*ETahtr#nm.

Wagon laying 20 feet from bank, Nature of River Bank, Steep and greasy, & ft,

thickness of waterlogged timber, Velocity of River miles per hour,

Operation 1) Cleared waterlogged timber, 2) Placed anchor for 3" tackle 30 feet
from bank, (3) Placed 3" tackle in position, {4! Fagtened liges to top of wheel of
wagon by man diving (time taken by diver to secure rope to wheel, 16 seconds), Same
man secured line to end of pole, Strapped pole line on to main hauling line, pullec on
main hauling line, then set 4 horse team to take steady strain; combined efforts landed

limber high and dry with complete load salved, Time taken 1000 to 1600 = 6 hours,

Lt, Jones,Bde, defences {(barbed wire), lrected troughs for lst Regt, and c.T,C, 1lst Bde,

My, Wgedman and party maintaining bridges at GHORANIYE.

Lt, Jones on Brigade defences - barbed wire,

Lt, “eedman, Hise in river of 4 feet from 1200 on 9.4.18 to 0400 on 10.4.18., Continuous
working during rise, raising Bridges, HRiver gtarted falling at 0900 on 10.4,18 at the
rate of 3" per hour, Party xa lowering and maintaining bridges,
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ES SALT mEil 1936,
. llth, Lt, Jones, DBrigade in action, Lifted all water gear and sent

11th/16th, Lt, Weedman maintaining bridges and framing barrel piers at GHORANIYE.
ﬁ:ini:?:;'bniggg :pd ganrzfgnﬁ w:at bank of Jordan and erected same on Bde, watering area,
_ ire on ¢Zn ¢gt A,L,H, Posts, Transport carting timber for Bd d
(tarbed wire), Making crosses for Brigade, . 1 R

16th/27th, Lt, Weedman, Maintaining and framing barrel piers, re-arranging and putting in new road-
bearers to barrel pier bridge at Ghoraniyen,

1éth, Lt, Jones, Brigade defences (barbed wire) and trenches, Carpenter making crosses,

17th, o » " " and Artillery Observation Post, Carpenter making trench No, Bds

18th, and painting and writing on same, same with crosses, also Artillery outpost, i

19th, Under instructions from Bde, the Troop are asgisting Tndian Infantry to finish the defences,. ‘

Watering let BAe, N,Z, Bde, Indian Cavalry, Artillery and Details, Carpenter making and painte
ing crosses for Brigade,

52;2. '$:$:r?: t?:tlggz unddn%ngiun Briggahand defences, (Trenches and bgrbgd wire, )
and éa/27: (anhinE gun trﬂﬁcgga, ?ir:n:£ﬂnc;i£?n;:2 :?fppziﬁzfﬁ SO T RO Snremae. !
27th, Lt, Weedman, Handed barrel pier bridge over to detachment of 519 Field Coy. R, E,s to maintain, |
28th, Lt, Jones, Reported to B, Troop Engrs, let ¥.S,BE, for Duty as 0.C ‘
Lt, Weedman, Bridga detachment reporte d back to 1lst Bde, A L H, e
29th, . " lioved out from Ghoraniyeh with lst Bde, A, L.H, on operations,
30th, lioved with Brigade from UMM-est-SHERT to ES SALT. |
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"BX_FIELD TROOP - APRIL 1918,

. April 1918, ;

WADI KELT, lst, srected drinking water reservoir on bank of Wadi KELT 1 mile S,E, of JERICHO, which was
only used for one day owing to water in the Wadi being condemned for drinking. There
being no troops watering from Wadi below 2nd A,L,H, Bde,, all horses were watered in the
stream and no troughs were crected,

JERICHO,

2nd, Lieut, Campbell proceeded to Tel-eg-Sultan to investigate and report on the possibility
of employing and refitting reservoirs without cutting off supply.

TEL-ES-8ULTAN,

3rd, Cleaned out reservoirs at Tel-Es-Sultan and placed 4 pumps under charge of 1 N,C,0, and 3
men for drinking water supply for the ANZAC MTD, DIV,
EL GHORANIYEH, 4th, Lt, McGlaughlim and 10 O,R, proceeded to EL GHORANIYEH for defence work on bridgehead,
5th/15th, o A " . S erected entanglements in front of sector of bridgehead held by
the 5th A, L ,H, Regt., approximately 4000 yds, of standard single apron fence was erected,
Communication trenches and machine gun emplacements were also dug, under supervision of
WADI AUJA, , the detachment,
tﬁth. Rejoined troop at Bde, camp about 1 mile north of Tel-Esg-Sultan,

WADI NUETAMEH, 17th, Erected drinking water reservoir for 6th A,L,H, egt on Wadi Auja, Horses of 6th A,L.H.
Regt, and 7th A, L ,H, legt, watering from Wadi AUJA and horses of Bde, H, Q, and smaller
unite watering from Wadi NUEIAMEH, No troughs were erected on either wadi,

18th, Moved with Bde, into Bridgehead east of fliver JORDAN, Lt, McGlaughlin and 8 Q,R, reported

te 0,C, “A" FIELD TROOP (Lieut, Yeedman) to assist him in maintaining barrel pier bridge,
Lt, Campbell and remainder of troop remained with Bde,

l9th & 20th, Detachment on Bridge framing piers, Lt, Campbell and detachment returned with Bde., to
camp sight nth, of TEL-ES=SULTAN,

elst, Lt, lMcGlaughlin and detachment relieved Lt, Lockington (N,7, Field Troop), 1st ¥ ,S,E,, on
pontoon bridge (GHORANIYEH).

21st/30th, 4aintaining pontoon bridge and improving approaches to same,

-
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WAR DIARY
of
N.Z, FIELD TROOP, 1lst F, S, ENGRS,
for

APRIL 1918,

LIST OF APPENDICES,

No, Subject,
1, Re Mine at EL GHORANIYEH Bridgehead,
£ Sketch of mine at * "
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Ne2, FIELD TROCP ENGRS, 1ST F, SQUADRON, (APPEN, 1.)

Wéﬁ QgARx, April.
Report re Mine at GHORANIYEH Bridgehead,

rook working party of 16 men from the "ALWAR® infantry,
drew the necessary barbed wire and posts from Dump, Marked out
fence around mine area, Cociled the electric leads and instantaneous
fuse in S, A A, box and sealed up with lid, and buried box 2 feet deep,.

Erected two signboards marked "Dangerous", An Indian
officer bvelonging to the ALWAR Inf, was duly informefl by me as to

the poeition of mine, etc,, and theworking party had the wiring well
under way when 1 left at 1200, '
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HEATQUARTERS 1ST F S E, - NMAY 1918,

May 1918,

ilst, In addition to the foregoing troop work the sappers on H,Q, have been doing the following
work, Repairs to D, H,Q, ofiice furniture, also about 50 notice boards in large writing in
black on white canvae such as "Qut of DBounds", "No road", etc, A large stone trough which

te was too dilapidated for use was repaired and used for watering N ,H.N, horses, thereby greatly
gsaving wear and tear on canvas troughs, The trough is eituated in Bethlehem directly behind
the Div, H,Q, Billet which is a large stone house (French Carmelite Monastery),.

10th, The follewing work was carried out by 1 officer (Capt, ALLEN) and 3 O,R, on Ne, 1 water
area, lst AL .H, Bde,, Jerusalem-Hebron Road at spring (1/250,000 Syria-Jerusalem, K,b),
approx, 3 miles towards Hebron from Solomon's Pools, The cistern from which water is now
being pumped showed cnly as a small "pot hole", There was practically no supply, On opéen=
ing it up a rock cut cistern was found, roughly circular, about 10 feet dia, It was cleaned
out to about 15 ft, deep, The inlet was a rock cut tunnel coming from the main head ofthe
gully, It was traced back for about 100 ft, At about 50 ft, from the cistern two other
tunnels joined it, cne from each side of the gully, all carrying water, The outlet had been
a rock cut tunnel down the centre of the gully, apparently carrying the overflow to some
subterranean system, The whole of the tunnels referred to appear to have been made by open
cut up to 20 feet deep from the surface and 3 ft, or more into solid rock, The channel thus
made was then roofed with stone, leaving it about 3 feet high and 2 feet wide on an average
and the earth filled in, The botdtom of the outlet was only about a foot above the bottom of
the cistern as cleared, and in order to prevent soakage through the debris with which thie

TALAT -ED-TUMM, channel was choked, it was blocked with masconry backed by rammed concrete for about 5 feet
above the bottom of the cistern as cleared, The supply was then about 16,000 gallons a
day, A, HAYWARD-TYLER pumping set was installed, sunk on the lower gide of the cistern to
BETHLEHEM give about twelve feet of suction, and delivering the water about eighty feet away to two

canvae tanks giving a storage capacity of about E,OOO gallons each, The actual lift of the

water totalled about twentyfive feet, The pumps did approximately 3200 gallons per hour, |
SOLOMON'S POOLS, From the canvas tanks mentioned above a 3" syphon delivered the water to two 600 gallon

canvas troughs and the washing water taps; the drinking was lead from the main delivery pipe
to two 2300 gall, tanks where it was chlorinated and delivered to watercarts by a standpipe,
and waterbottles through a set of small taps, It was ascertained by test in fairly cool
wealther that the requiremencs of a brigade are:- 8 gallons per horse per day; 5200 galls,
per day taken away as drinking water; 2000 gall, per day used in the washing area, The
whole cccupied about 7 days but was greatly hampered by having to water two mounted regiments
and find most of the drinking water for a Brigade within 24 hours of ite commencement, The
greatest number of skilled personnel employed (exdusive of drivers on the engine) was 1
officer and one N,C,0, and two sappers, practically all the work being done by parties from
the 1st A .L.H, Bde, For the 1lst part of the month we were camped in the Jericho area,
Jordan Valley, with T H.,Q. (Sheet XVIII,1l3L.,2.) While there were bombed heavily by enemy

10th, aircraft, No casualties, On the 1l0th we were relieved by "ONE" DIVISION, We lifted camp
at 1500 on trek for Talat-ed-Dumm, where we arrived at 1900, We watered from the Wadi Kelt
(500 ft, below),

16th, On the 1l6th at 1800 struck camp and trekked via Jerusalem to Bethlehem, where we arrived at
0230 on the 17th, At 1300 on the 17th we again lifted camp, the 0,7 and ~rderly Rm,
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MAY 1918,
16th,

3lset,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

. P

gstaff, etc,, to a billet in Bethlehem and Capt, Allen and 30 other ranks going to Solomon's Pools,
This latter party watering from the "Pools" out of troughs, SOLOMON'S POOLS consiet of 3 large
Numbering the Pools - from the

regervoirs with stout rubble walls, internally buttressed,
Beersheba-Jerusalem Road, ene, two and three, The lst is 146 yds, x 76 yds, in area; the 2nd
The 3rd, which shews the construction better, there not being so much

160 yds, x 75 yds, in area,
water in it, The calculated amount of water in each of the pools or reservoirs will be given in
the Appendix of next (June) month's War Diary, See Sketch of No, 3 Reservoir in Appendix,
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"A" FIELD TROOP = MAY 1918,

May 1918,
BS SALT, ist, Iroop with Bde, at ES SALT; watered pde, at WADI SHAIB, wmen's drinking water from spring rising
to in Square U,622.,a,.50 ES SALT MAP, Wwatered pde, from cisterns, square K _6,b, and K,18,¢c, and 8
4tn, cistens on line through osquaresn,lil,d, K,20, K.,21 and K,22, Fs Salt map,
WADL SHAIB, - bth, Moved with »sde, back to JORDAN valley and bivouacked near JBRICHO, Erected troughs for horse
éyn, watering on wadi NUBIAMEH (Ref, cheet 18, Palestine),
7th, Half troop moved out to take over maintenance of barrel pier bridge and foot bridges at
to GHORANIYEH, | |
WADI NUEIAMEH, 8th, KRight halt of troop with sde, supervising watering arrangements, Kepairs to HBrigade otfice |

furniture, DUemolished aerial torpedo bomb (dud) dropped by enemy on the 7th, A charge was |

used as follows, 1 slab of guncotton, wet; 1 primers guncotton dry, 1 No,8 detonator and 2 ft,

gafety fuse, Buried bomb 4 feet and placed 2 layers of loosely filled sandbags on top and
GHORANIYZEH, - ‘ stamped it down, sffect of explosion, momb completely demolished, nose of bomb drove through

3 feet of earth, langer zone, Although the bomb was buried 4 feet below surface, splinters |

were observed to travel a distance of 75 yards, |

9th, Demolished second aerial torpedo bomb (dud) dropped by enemy on the morning of the 7th,
Charge used 1l slab guncotton, wet, 1 Primers guncotton, dry, 1 No,l3 electric detonator
electricafT? exploded, Buried bomb 2 feet below surface and placed 18 sandbags loosely filled,
2 sandbags high, BEffect of explosion, Bomb completely demolished, Danger zone, 30 yards,
Conclusion arrived‘Ef'EEfFEEﬁ“%HE"HTTTErent danger zones of both boubTs, omb demolished on
May 8th through being tamped and buried deeper gave greater resistance, showing that explosive
used in bomb follows on the same line as guncotton, (2) Bomb demolished on May 9th not being
tamped and only 2 feet of loose soil and loosely filled sandbags, »laced all around bomb gave
very little resistance, the bags when torn by effects of explosion seemed to smother and brex
the velocity of splinters from bomb,

TALAT-ED-DUMM, 10th, Left half of Troop handed over Bridges at 1000 and reported back to Right half Troop with Bde,
koved with Brigade at 1300 from JORDAN Valley to TALAT-ED-DUMM,
WADL KaLT, llth Inspected watering arrangements (under supervision 35 Army Troop Co,) and found only sufficient
to water for one watering at top water post, IZErected,two canvas troughs and two G,S, L, & F,
SOLOMON'S POOLS,15th, Pumps at bottom water post, Wadi Kelt, and watered at bottom water post until the l3ith Way,

Water storage made up at top water post, Watered Bde, at top water post from 1l3th to 1l5yh May,
Repairs to Bde, office furniture,

BETHLEHREM , 16th, With Bde, at Talat-ed-Dumm supervising watering arrangement, loved from Talat-ed-Dummat 2300
on trekx to Solomon's Pools, Bethlehem, :

17th, Arrived at Solomon's Pools at 1100, Z£rected water gear 4 G,S, canvas trough and 1 G,S, canvas
2300 gall, reservoir, Watered Bde,
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May 1918,

18th,

19th,

20th,
2lst,
22nd,
23rd,

24th
to
3ist,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Water;ng B;ig§de. Drawing "HAYWARD-TAYLOR" Set (Internal Combustion Angine and Pumps also necess-
ary pipe fillings and transporting same to Solomon's Pools,

Inapecting-springe in Brigade area with a view to developing under instructions fram G.,0.C., 18t
A,L,H, Brigade, Spring known as No, 1 watering areato bve developed, HMoved Hayward-Tyler set and
plant from Solomon's Pools to No, 1 Watering Area and erected same by 1800, also one 30' x 30°
canvas sheet erected for storage reservoir 8000 gallons,

Moved Troop from Solomon's Pools to No, 2 Watering Area, situated one mile South of Brigade Area
and commenced developing,

Erected 2 30' x 30' canvas sheets for storage reservoirs 8000 gallons each, Built up engine and
pumn foundation in cave,

Erected 2 600 gall, G,S, canvas troughs and pumped water from bottom of cave with 2 G,S., Lift and
Force Pumps, placing pumps with 4 feet 1lift and forcing water 50 ft, up grade of 40°,

Super?iaing watering arrangements, Took delivery of 2" Goulds Pyramid Pump (Plunger Force), |
Erecting Plant, started 2000, finished 0100, commenced pumping 0500,

"Cleaning out channel, supervising watering arrangements, Watering 1100 horses daily, .JFor partic=- |

ulars of Developing Tests of Yield, Test of Pump and log table of Plant see Tables (in Appendix),
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WAR DIARY
of

"A" TROOP 13T FIELD SQUADRON ENGRS.
for

APRIL 1918,

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject,

i 1 Water located during recent operations,

e Report on roads travelled during recent operations,
2. Sketch Plan of " " » " "

4 . Plan of Bridges and Tracks - GHORANIYEH SECTOR,

Wi,
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“A* TROQOP, 1ST F.S, ENGRS., FOR APRIL. ___WAR DIARY,  (APPENDIX NO, L),

Water location during recent operation, See Sketch No, 3 appen,

BS SALT. Wadi SHAIB.

. . Y

J,.32. Cisterns, Circular,
finished level with ground and circular stone placed on
top of cistern mouth, with square inlet opening 2 feet

ggquare,

LOCATION,

K.6.

K,21la,

K.22¢ ,
K.l3e,

K,14 ., a,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

R R . —— T

Running stream, also spring, square J, 32,
domed top with mouth 4 feet dia,,

DESCRIPTION

l

Cistern No, 1, 12 ft, dia, 25 ft, deep holding

Note:

2000 gallons of water,

" No, 2. 14 ft, dia, 20 ft, deep,
" Ne. 3. 12.ft, dis, 26 Tt, deep,

" Nos, 4 & 7, 12 ft. dia, 22 ft, deep,

No.,4 1500 galls, No,7 1200 galls,

" Nos, 5 & 6, 14 ft, dia, 28 ft, deep.

. Nos, 8 & 9, 12 ft, dia, 25 ft, deep,

No.8 1200 galls, No.9 2000 galls,

No, 10, 12 ft, dia, 28 ft, deep, holding
800 gallons.

No.ll, 30 ft. dia, 20 ft, deep, 800
gallons,

No. 4 Cistern emptied during operation,

- S ol O A e el il
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“B* FIELD TROOP, MAY 1918,

May 1918, | .

WADI KELT, 1st/8th, During this period Lt,Jones was in charge, Usual troop duties were carried out, Brigade
watering was done in the WADI K¥LT.

JERICHO 9th & Lt, Jones evacuated to Hospital, Lt, Steven reported and took charge of the Troop. MNoved

BRIDGE, 10th, troughs up WAPI KELT above JERICHO BRINGE and aqueduct, Natives in the hills dam up the
stream, thereby interfering with water supply at troughs, Had to send sappers up every
morning to break down these dams,

WADI NUBIAMEH, 11th, Moved camp to "AUSTRALIAN DIVISION" AREA and erected troughs on Wadi NURIAMEH on drain

. drinking water still being drawn from Tel-es-SULTAN.

TEL-ES-SULTAN, 12th, Sent to Descorps Dump for material and GHORANIYEH for waste timber for repairing troughs,
Inspected watering area of 6th A,L,H, Regt, at AUJAH satisfactory and finished crosses for
7th A,L,H, Regt, |

13th, Making hut for Brigade General, Repairing pumps and troughs,

GHORANIYEH, - 14th, #emnved 4 troughs from drain to main stream owing to operations of "Mosquito Gang", Shoeing
aorses, Drew 2 days emergency rations and one iron ration, Took summary of evidence, case
JOYCE,

AUJA 15th, Horse shoeing proceeding now for several days, going through troop horses,

16th, Cut bushes away from vicinity of horse troughs.
AIN-EL-NUEIAMEH, 17th, Dug up and detonated unexploded H,E, shell which fell 100 ydd, from camp,
18th, Laid out Road 27 under instructions from 2nd Field Bquadron (AUSTRALIAN MTD, DIV,). Repair-
ing limbers and shoeing,
19th, Inspected Road 27 route with Capt, Brisbane (8nd ¥,S,) ro AUJAH crossing, Parties from
Brigade on this road, Sappers supervising,
20th, 200 men from Brigade on road 27, On the 2lst there were 300 O,R, on this road, working
0530 to 0800 and 1800 to 2000, Sapners supervising every day.
WADI ABEIDEH, 21lst, Moved camp to AIN-FL-NUEJAMEH, Zrected 2 reservoirs for drinking water, covered same and put

up waterbottle-filling apparatus, ZHrected 4 troughs for horses, Fenced in drinking water
area, cleaned out aqueduct for 4i stance of 100 yds, Fenced off small garden from troughs,
300 other ranks with proportion of officers working party an Road 27,
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May 1918,
WADI ABEIDEH, 23rd, Sited trenched and wire at front line defence works: -

WILD 809 yds, wiring - 218 yds, trenches,
WOOD 300 yds, * z "
WANE 400 yds, . 370 yds, .
WART 910 yds, " 140 yis,. "
WAX 1496 yds, " 344 yds, "

These totals, in addition to what was already done = 'WD%D", the trenches were not touched

and the lines of wiring were merely completed, "WILD?Y e 2 small pieces of trench were
joined up, "WANE" new posts throughout, "“WART", new wiring throughout, communications and
new trench laid out, "WAR", communication To small trench and new fire positions and

communication laid out,

pRWHN

24th, Supervised distribution of material, Parties on roads as usual, 100 O,R, digging WANE,
125 O,R, on roads, 3 squadrons wiring,

25th, On roads making watering area at aqueduct, changing pumps, 5 N,C,08., Or sappers onevery XXxR
night from 1900 to 2200 wiring and digging supervision, Lt, Stocks i/c operations on Koad
27 and all lateral roads between posts and branch roads feeding posts, Prarties at times
under shell fire, 1 horse killed on 27 at square H,14,d, south, Shelling intexfered with

laying out work,

26th, Usual parties wiring and'digging and road making under same Engineer supervisions, OSamé on
the 27th,

28th, Same as Hth ﬁlan prospected hills East of Wadi OBEIDEH for tracks guitable for packs, Dug
and stone lined, holes in watercourse (waste aqueduct) for dpping water buckets - washing.

ROMAN ROAD, 29th, Laid out road 12' wide down Wadi OBEIDEH from road 27 te Roman Road, Party of 100 and 2

officers on this road at night, too dark to do good work, Dug pits for B,A.C, for hand and
rifle grenades and erected Danger etc, notice boards, Making notice boards for Roads and

works for the last 4 days,

| WaDI QB&ID, 30th, Usual parties on works, wiring roads, inspecting sites for road from Wadi OBEIDEH northwards
to wadi OBEID through 6th A ,L,H, camp, Cleaning out troughs,

AUJA BRIDGEHEAD, 3lst, Refixing notice boards, Parties on works, etc, 7 men attached for duty from Brigade,
Health of men not good, Horses fair, Under instructions from 0,C, 2nd F 5,E, 2 men were

detailed in case suddenyl required, as our quota of Party to maintain Barrel Pier Bridges at
Auja Bridgehead, Probability of being required very remote,
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0,C's, Report on Recent Operations,

Specimen Copies of Wires on Recent Operations received by
B.F'T'
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"B* TROQP 18T F,.S.ENGRS, (WITH 18T BIE, A.L.H, ). (APPEN, I.)

0. C'S. _RAEPORT CN RIECENT OPERATICKS,

Summary of Events, Placs

- e e e A e e - L

Route, From MAKHADET HAJLA to 127.Q.34.b, thence to MAKHATET HAJLA.
127.Q.30.c. 0.7.A., thence to No,7 road from
UM ES SHERT to ES SALT, Through ES SALT along
metalled road to AIN HENAR, Square 0,29.a, and UM ES-SHERT.
b, then back along metalled road to Sq., J.32.0,
and down No, 4 Road to Sq. K,20.d4, and .26b then
back along No, 4 road to Sq, X,8,d4, and linked BS SALT.
up with No, 7 Road at H,30,d4, and trekked back
along No, 7 rd, to C,35,a, then to 0,H,C, down AIN HEUNAR,
No,6 Rd, to EL GHORANIYEH Bridge, then to Bde,
area 113 L, 25.c¢c,

Water The Troop watered the Bde, on April 28th at EL GHORANIYEH,
127.8.¢.3, from the Jordan River; a 1lift of '
8 ft, is required here, The trocp cleared
away the undergrowth so that now 4 troughs and
one rdgerveir can be erecied with a good inlet
and outlet for horses and watercarts, On the

30th the troop re-erected watering gear and
watered Brigade from Jordan River at 127,.Q.9.c.

where the 1lift was 14 ft, to water level,
Arriving at s Salt the Brigade (1lst) watered
at znd Bde., A L, H, troughs at square J,z6,c,
where there was a plentiful supply of running
water but fit only for horses,

] prospected round and found a cistern con-
taining approx, 3000 galls. in sq. J.10,b,
which was chlorinated in the cistern and used
by the 2nd Bde, A,L,H, to fill water bottles
and fantasies, I also inspected the pool
marked in Sq. J.15.d4, and found a circular pond
which appears to have been made, and measuring
100 feet dia, It is possible to water a Regi-
ment at once at this place,

At AIN HRENMAR there are several springs flow=-
ing strongly, from which it is possible o
water horses direct, This water is clear and

fit for trocps,
At WADI SHAIB there is a s*rong running stream

‘with several good -approaches for horses, Also
gseveral springs from which drinkirg water can
be drawn,

Bridges, While on trek with Znd Bde, A,L,H, we saw only
2 Bridges, one at H.26,c, used to carry the
water away from Es Salt and one in Sq.A.27.c.a
14 ft, span single arch over the WADI SHAIE.
Both Bridges in gzood repair, very little damage,

The roads the Bde, used in good state of repair,
Rd, No, 7 when nearing s Salt is a bit steep

and rough,
The metalled road from ES SALT tec AIM HEMAR
is quite good; apnears to have been recently

metalled,

Roads ,

- .
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SPECIMEN COPIES OF WIRES ON RECENT OPERATIONS RECEIVED BY
B, FIELD TROCP, 1ST ¥,S, ENGINEERS,

B, M, 1393. 25th, aaa,

Working parties tonight will be as under aaa 5th Regt, will supply

50 men as wiring parties of 25 each to WART and WAX, and 50 men to
report to P, T, near B ,H,Q, as road making party with all available
toole, aaa éth Regt, will supply 100 men under a Captn, to continue
work on WANE with all available tools and 20 men for roadmaking to
report to O0,C, ¥, T, at old 5th H,Q, 7th R, will complete the wiring
of WONM™ post and if vrossible WILD, and will continue wiring WANE

and will continue the digging cn WILD WART and WAX particularly the
latter, aaa, Wiring gang ahould consist of about 12 men, O0.,C, F,T,
will detail sappers to show work and will endeavour to¢ supplement and
repair tools, aaa, It should be impressed on all ranks the necessity
of getting this work done and if slow progress is made it will be
necessary to work longer hours than the 3 usually done, aaa, All work
at gaata to commence at 1900, the road work may if desired commence

an nour earlier  gaa, Heserve Squadreon will tomorrow make proper
sandbag recesses, and in communication trenches for all Trench stores,
aaa, WANE post must be garrisoned by one troop after work is finished,

2nd A L,H, Brigade,

SR EE B K F OB O R OO R W B B B R
*

B M, 298, 26, aaa,

Working party tonight, aaa, For wiring WOOD 1 N,C,0, and 12 men,
WILD 1 N,C,0, and 12 men WART 2 and 20 from 7th Regt, WAX 2 & 30 from
6th Regt, WANE 1 officer and 60 men from 5th Regt., aaa All availatble
wire cutters to be brought and men selected who have some knowledge of
wiring aaa For digging WILD 1 N,C,0, and 20 men from 7th Regt,

WANE 2 officers and 70 men from 6th Regt., WART & WAX 1 N,C,0, and 20
men for each from 7th Regt, aaa Parties will be ready at posts
mentioned by 1930 and 0,C, F, Troop will detail sappers to show work,
aas For Road making 1 officer & 25 men from 6th Regt, to report at
old 5th Hight H,Q, and 50 men from & Regt, to repcrt to Field Trocp
near B ,H,Q, at 1900 aaa It is inadvisable that these should now
commerice work before 1930 aaa All available tools should be distrib-
uted evenly amongst parties, preference in picks being given to trench
digging aaa THRES hours work required aaa 0.0 parties will wire a
report of work done by them to 0,C, F,T, before 1200 the following day.

2nd A,L.H, Brigade,

- e s T E I FEE R R W O T 3 F T B B % e . e D e e el e L

BIH. 430- 30- aaa

Working parties tonight aaa WOOD 1 N,C,0, & 6 men WAR™ 1 N_.C,0, &

¢ men WAX 1 officer & 25 men all from 6th legt., aaa Digging. 1

officer & 20 men 6th Regt. on WANE aaa All these parties must report
to officer in charge of the post to whom also the sapper showing the
works will report aaa 5th Regt, will post all men, as tools are avail-
able on digging WILD, WART and WAX and as many men as possible improving
lateral communications and tracks to the rear aaa 7th Regt, will
gsupply 100 men and 3 officers to report to Field Troop for work on

Road 32 at 1700, 6th Regt, and M,G,S, Will centinue improving their
back road under direction C,0, 6th Regt., and will start work alsoc at
1700 aaa Usual hours of work,

2nd A, L _H, Brigade,
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N,Z, FIELD TROOP = MAY 1918,

May 1918, :
TEL ES SULTAN, lst to 5th, Report shown with "Aprilt's" Diary,

oth, Erected 4 troughs on WADI KELT with 4 pumps for Bde, watering, also erected two pumps for
fresh water at TEL ES SULTAN,

GHORANIYEH, 6th, Watered Bde, and other units, At 1800 Lt. Lockington and 17 0,R, proceeded to GHORANIYEH
to take cover Bridges from R Es,

7th, Kelieved the 519th Coy, R,Es, of Pontoon and suspensicn bridge and advanced dump, Mr, Lang
Watered Bde, '’ :

JLEKRICHQ, gth, Diamantlad.haavb pontoon bridge, making same into medium pontoon bridge, removed six pon-
toons and loaded same with baulks and chesses on te pontoon waggon, Had fatigue party of
40 O.R, from W M, R, for this work, Time taken to convert bridge 33 hours (also lcad

wagons ), :
FRECH WATHER On east bhank of Jordan erected two 30' x 30' tarpaulins for drinking water
for all troops in AREA, and placed pumps from 519th Coy., R,RBe. on same, for this work had

fatigue party of 100 Indiane with 40 shovels and 2C picks. The tarpauline were sunk in
the ground and one set higher than the other, each tank holding approx, 2000 gals, The
higher tank was filled from the river and the water allowed to gtand in same for sediment
to settle at bottom, and then the water to be syphoned to lower tank 5 feet beneath and
chlorinated in same, Water then drawn to water cartsg, etc, Time occupied - 4 hrs,

9th, Maintained pontoon and footbridges and dump, Also had 5 O,R, assisting in dismantling
barrel pier bridge which was being removed by Australian Mtd, Div., Engrs, Mr, Lange

watered Brigade,

10th, At 1400 handed over pontoon and footbridges %tc Major Morgan (lst Divieion), B _E,F, and
rejoined Bde, at JERICHO, Vatered Bde,

11lth, Watered Bde, Sent limber to GHORANIYEH to collect timber to construct bath for N,Z, Bde,

12th, Watered Bde, Completed shower bath which was constructed as follows;~- 1, 600 gallon

i3th, canvas trough set on stand of 3 sets of legs made of 5" x 4" timber and floored with 10

standards and 2" planking and having © showers worked by string with arm attached to
circular valve, (See Sketch, )

TALAT -ED-DUMM, 1l4vh, Watered Brigade, Shower bath Lo dispose of refuse water from showers, dug a aarias'nf
4 channels an% enclosed 1in stones to allow of waste water soaking away and evaporating; no

waste water reaching nearer than 20 yds, from Wadi,

1oth, Watering ZSrigade,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG100/666



D

l6th, Watering Brigade; after evening watering lifted all water appliances and moved out with RBde,
at 1900, arriving at TALAT-ED.DUMM at 2030,

}j7th to 23rd, At TALAT-ED-DUMM watering Brigade at R Es. troughs,

-
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HEADQUARTERS _ - JUNE 1918,

June 1918,
BUTHLIEHIEM | lst The separate diaries of the Troops are forwarded herewith.
The Headquarters was located at BETHLEHEM (at D,H,Q,) till night 19th/20th, when it moved
to Left Sector, JORDAN VALLEY (H,34.central), .
SOLOMON'S POOLS, Wnile at BETHLEHEZEM the following was carried out in addition to work shown on Troop's diaries.
to Watering of Div, H,Q., from aqueduct in Bethlehem area, Div, Troops from Solomecn's Pools,

In the Jordan Valley, tomplete organisation of watering of Left Sector, the indenting for,

drawirg and distribution of all defence materials, General supervieion of the whole of the

communications and the work of two companies 2/32 Sikh Pioneers, ;
The horses generally stood the heat of the JORDAN VALLEY well and did not lose condition,

3lst, There was little sickness amongst the men, but they were overworked owing to the UNIT being
about 20% under strength,
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"A" FIELD TROOP - JUNE 1918,

L B

June 1918, *
SOLONON'S POOLS, ist to “uring this period the work consisted chiefly of watering the Bde,, which was being carried
oth, out in 2 Areas known as No,l and No,2 Area, ©Situated south of SOLOMON'S POOLS aleng the
Hebron Road a distance of 4 and 5 miles respectively from the Pools,
TALAT-ED-DUNM, 6th, Lifted plant at No, 2 area and handed over all surplue R_E, stores to ~ieut, Lockington
(N,Z, Field Troop), Plant and materials at No,l Area taken over by Lieut, Steven of "B*
Field Troop, Trekked with Brigade to TALAT-ED-DUMM and bivouacked for the day of the 7th
WADI AUJA 7th, At TALAT-ED-DUMM, arrived at 0500 and trek again at 1900 for WADI AUJA.
8th, Erected 4 Troughs to water Bde, (in Hth Mtd, Bde, Area) on WADI AUJA at point Z.25.d, Pales
tine Sheet XV, |
9th, Moved to camp site Y 30,c, Shed XV, and went over defences with 0,C, 4th Field Troop,
ABU TELLUL, 10th, ¥axat Took over from 0,C, 4 Field Troocp all R,E, defence material and tools, Lifted
troughs from 5th Bde, area and erected them in Y,30.d, Sheet XV, using power plant to pump
THE BLUFF, from Wadi into two 2300 gallon reservoirs erected on raised platform, built of loose stones
| about 18" high and syphoning from the reservoir into troughs, Working on the 2nd line of
defence, 4 officers and 83 0,R, of 8th A,L,H, “egt, employed digging on "ABU TELLUL" and
"THE BLUFF",
KASKBRAH, llth to Improving trenches and machine gun positions started by 4th A,L,H, Bde, on ABU TELLUL and
15th, THE BLUFY¥, One squadron of the 8th A,L.H, Regt, were employed nightly,
LEISS FOST, 16th, Dismantled the two 2,300-gall, reservoires and erected one 30' x 30' canvas sheet, BErected
one trough for camels 50 yds, from horse watering area, i
17th, Brected standard double apron wire fence west of "ZREISS" POST. One gquadron of 2nd A, L. H,
Regt, employed,
18th, Continued with wiring of ZEISS POST and started another fence in front of NMASKERAH. One
squadron of 2nd A,L._H, Bde, employed on each position,
19th to Continued with the work on the 2nd Line of Defence, "ABU TELLVL" and "THE RLUFF*.
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June 1918,

ERIHA, lset, Troop still camped at ERIEA, Inepected all posts on FRONT LINB, co-ordinates in bravioua
reports,
2nd, Making device of tibbin bands to protect plain wood pick handles from wear at & point where it
JERICRO, comes in contact with pickhead, 3 given to 6th A,L H, Bde, to test. Usual parties on works,

i,e, O N,C,08, or sappers supervising working parties, both wiring and digging, also over any
road work in progress,

4th, Sent to JERICHO dump for R,E, stores,.
JERUSALEM, 5th, Straightening up area and preparing lists of material to be handed over,
6th, Marched out after handing over to 3rd Fld, Troop. To TALAT-ED=-DUMM with Bde, then to area
near Solomon's Pools, Prew at TALAT-ED-DUMM on way up 4 canvas troughs all almost unservice-
LUDD, able, £ new ones and 66 standards at Jerusalem - these to replace a like number handed over

to 2nd F,8,E, at JERICHO area,

LALAT =5D DUNL , 7th, Advance party arrived at No,l area and erected troughs at sunrise, also drinking water feaar-
voir, Brigade commenced watering at 0800, i
8th, Da-n?t intend to use No, 2 area, No,l Area yields 16,000 gallons per 24 houre (by pumping
time ),
9th, Sent to A,P. R, E, Jerusalem to change troughs, etc,, including 3 received from TALAT-ED=-DUMM

(C.LR,E,). Total exchanged 6, Sandbagged troughs, stoned space around water-bottle taps,

10th, 1 limber 6 horses and 4 O,R, sent to LUDD to Emove Squadron Dump, Zrected mess at B_H. Q,
Re-erected and covered reserveirs,” 2 officers, 2 Sgt, attended lecture by Captn, Kettle
(Gas Officer), 1 O,R, duty re centifugal pump to Jerusalem,

1llth, Water divinirg, A good stream 54 yrds, wide running N ,E, underground (Jerusalem 100.G.29.a.8
1/€3, 360,
SOLOMON'S PCOLS, 1l2th, l N,C,0, & 3 sappers stationed at SOLOMON'S POOLS, erected 4 troughs and pumps, 1 reservoir |

and 1 pump at this area, N,Z, Trcop removed their gear,

13th, Built road in No, 2 Reservoir (Solomon's Pools) and put *Deulz" engine (Sarona) down, 30 O.R, |
from 6th Regt, A,L,H, working party, 1 N,C,0, & 8 O,R, at No, 1 Well, 1In forencon drew
dkate engine and tank frame from No, 2 well site, |
+ th, -
WADI NUEIAMEH, KAREXKERIAKEN Setting engine and pump (German Pump), Party deepening No. 1 well, Yield No,l well
12,100 gallons per 24 hours,
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WADI NUEIAMIH, i5th, No working party reported for No,l well this morning,
16th, Lt, Steven had a look at 4th Bde, watering ares at Wadi ARRUB, German rotary pump réquirea
2,000 revs, p.m, fur good service, (Lt, Steven to be Captain,)
18th, Capt, SBteven went to LUDD camel Brigade camp to choose reinforcements, ©§ secured,
19th, Lt, Stocks and party 15 O,R, gone to JERUSALEM on leave (1 day)., Men inoculated for cholera,
20th, Camp duties, Made crank handle for Signal Troop, Cable laying apparatus received from

Ordnance 6 wheels, repairing transport iron and wood work, 4 O,R, arrived from Jerusalem
Reinforcement Camp, temporarily attached,

2lst, Party hauled "Deulz" engine with pump stand etc, out of Solomon's No, 2 Pool and gtacked with
20' x 30' tank and frames and piping in readineaa to move, Handed over mgervoir and 12
ickets 5'6" to 3rd Troop., Cleaning up camp, Troop, with Bde,, moved to Talat-ed-Tumm Area,
eft 1730 arrived 0200, : '

22nd, Left Talat-ed-Dumm area at 1330, ZErected 3 troughs in Wadi NUEIAMEH at site chosen by Captn,
Steven (who had gone ahead for this purpose), Camped for night 22-23 at Sheet 18 K,4.,a,.g.5.
Capt, Steven left "B" Troop and reported s, H,Q,

23rd, Brigade watered in Wadi NUEIAMHEH at troughs erected on the 22nd, Took over water supply gear
in Sub-Section No, 2 from oth F, Troop, consisiing of 4 troughs, 2 reservoirs and length of 3"
pipe (120'),. Sant party and limber with pumps to report to 5th ¥ield Troop at 1700 and chang-
ed all pumps, The party then took over the camp site of the Hth Fld, Troop at (Sheet XV, Z,26
central), Marched in with Troop, arriving 21456,

24th, Erected 2 troughs for 7th Regt, at (Z,26.d, Sheet XV)., Bxisting Reservoir used by 5th Regt.
at AUJA MELLAHAH JUNCTION was moved to new site where it leaked so badly that a new one had
to beerected, This reservoir was laced to give height of 2'6" as ground was soft 5 f¢t,
pickets could be driven deeper, there is less pressure strain on reservoir, 5th Regt, dug
sump close to stream and placed suction hose foot valve in this draining clear water for
drinking but brackish, This raised a discussion as to whether it was better to have the
sump a draw direct from the muddy stream, It was decided in favour of latter,

2oth, Sent round sappers and repaired all troughs, Printed and erected notice boards marking the
different Brigade water areas, i.e, No,l at AUJA MTLLAHAH JUNCTION, No.2 at 7.26,d,central,
No,3 at Y.30.b,(s,2,) of the Map Sheet XV, (1" = 1 mile).

26th, Visited watering arrangements of Batteries and EUggeated improvements, Sent f limber to
s.H.,3, to exchange unserviceable gear,

27th, Re-erected new trough for Somerset Battery at J.,5.,d4,central, sheet XV.
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28th, Continued making "AUTHORISER CROSSING" notices for Wadi AUJA, No other timber being available used
boxes from Canteen, Sent two sappers to supervise wiring on front line,

29th, Brected water trough (canvas) for "A" Batt, H_A,C, Moved and erected reed mess hut from SHEIK IBRAHIM

to B,H,Q, near camp in Wadi AUJA,

30th, Moved Ayrshire Batty, horse troughs from S, to N, side of W, AUJA to avoid necessity of taking horses

through the water, .

e I B
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TALAT -ED-DUNM , May 24th, At Talat-ed-Dumm, 1 N.C,0, and O,R, watering Brigade, 1 N,C,0, & 3 O,R, maintaining old
to 27th, road,from JUNCTION to BRIDGE West of C,M,R, Sgt, McMillan and 1 O,R, reporting on WADI
KELT,
WADI XELT, 28th, Same as 24th to 27th, alsce innoculation for cholera,
BETHILLEHEM , 29th, Watered Brigade, maintained aactinn of road, rendered report on Wadi KELT water supply to
Desert Mounted Corps., Marched out to BETHLEHEM at 1930,
30th, Arrived at Solomon's Pools at 0200, left detachment of 9 O,R, at Solomon's Pools to erect
SOLOMON'S POQOLS, 3 troughs on the top pool to water AM,R,, M,F, A, and M,G, Squadron, Proceeded to No,l

Well to take over from ls¢ Sde, Fld, Troop and water remainder of N,Z, Bde, here, but the
supply proved insufficient,

No, 1 WELL, 3lst, Searched for water in vicinity and found 3 large cisterns approximately 14 miles S, E, of
No.l Well and containing approx. 200,000 gallons, ZErected 2 troughs at these cisterns and
c,M,R, commenced watering at same, C,M,R, had working party of 50 men improving road to
cisterns, 3 O,R, with working party of 12 men developing well in C,M,A, bivouac area about
1l mile West of No, 1 Well,

lst June, The lst A,L,H, Brigade continued to wter at No.l Well and as they consume practically the
whole of the water W _M,R, had to water at the cisterns we located on the 3lst of May,
Erected third trough at cisterns for W, M,R, Working parties of 100 men from W,M,R, and 50
from C,M,R, improving road to cisterns, 3 O,R, with working party from Regiment developing
well at C,M,R,

WADI ARRUB, 2nd, All units here watering at cisterns, 50 men from C_ M, R, improving road, C,M, R, wWorking on
well in their bivouac area, This well has not improved and having sunk 6 feet through soil

which had fallen into it we ceased work, The well made about 100 galls, after standing

12 hours,
JERUSALEM, 3rd, Proceeded to WADI ARRUR with 5 O,LR, to view water supply and measure amount of pipe requir-
ed to convey water from Spring to where it could be utilised in troughs, Distance 400 ft,
4th, Watered Brigade at cisterns, 5th the same,
bth, . " " " Limber carted piping for ARRUB water area from JERUSALEM,
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June 1918,

JERUSALEM, 7th, Watered Bde, at cisterns, libmers gathered all 3" piping from No.l and No,2 wells andcarted
same to ARRUB watering area, Connected up 400 feet of 3" piping to lead water from Spring
to troughs across 6" main, Erected two troughs and connected two pumps one on each end of
%: piping to syphon water from spring into troughs, The fall for syphon being approx, 3

8th, Watered two Squadrons W, M, R, at Wadi ARRUB and C,M,R, at cisterns in the mornings with 1

Squadren W, M R, After morning watering moved troughs from cisterns to No,2 Well where we
erected one trough and linked two pumps together, pumping water from the well a depth of 35
feet into trough, C.M,R, and one Squadron W,M,R, watered here in evening, ZErected at WADI
ARRUB one large reservoir (7,000 galls,) which we removed from No,2 well, the sypnon worked
very well, Placed stop valve at trough end of syphon so that the flow could be regulated
‘to the supply and cut out pumping party, Increased storage at the spring to hold 1000

LUDD, galls, by removing debris from Well, Brected two more troughs (making four at this area)
and placed troughs in pairs close together with join on the centre of each pair, thereby
doing away with syphoning from one to the other,

9th, Watered W,M R, and B ,H,Q, at No,2 Well, The linked pumps worked very well and were qguite
easy on the pumpers, each pump having about 18 feet lift to do,
10th, Watered as on the 9th, Nr, Lange and Spr, Gldvar proceeded to dump at LUDD., The arrangement
at Wadi ARRUB is as follows: -
(Sketchj
1leh, Watered as on the 10th, G,0,C, inspected Troop, Sent horses ito JERUSALEM for 2 repaired

limbers, Moved Arinking water pump from cistern to B ,H,q, to Wadi ARRUB water AREA,
Frected staging in Y M,C,A, marquee for concert party, The "DIRTZ" engine of this troop
arrived from LUDD drawn by 8 horses from Brigade, |

12th, Watering as on the 1llth, 2 fitters repairing troop engine, Lifted all watering gear at
SOLOMON'S POOLS (replaced by 2nd A,L,H, Bde,). Dumped gear at Descorps rest camp leaving
2 O,R, in charge of same,

i3th, After morning watering lifted all Troops watering gear from Wadi ARRUB and No,2 Well,
Svening watering done at 2nd A ,L,H, Bde, troughs at Solomon's Pools, Marched out with Bde.
for Talat-edeDumm at 1730,

AIN TUK, 14th, At TALAT-ED-DUMM, Birigade watered at troughs., Moved out at 1730 with Bde,

15th, Arrived at K,4,d, Sheet XVIDII, 1/63,360, at 0030, Erected 3 troughs and watered Bde, by
gravitation from Aqueduct, °© O,R, marched out on detachment to A M R,
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June 1918,
UPPER AUJA, 16th,

WADI KELT, 17th.

18th,

19th,
20th,

23re,
24th,

25th

to
30th,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Watered Bde, Picked up water supply gear and moved out at 1800 to AIN DUK. Took over water

:ggahivnuﬂc area and stores from 3rd Field Troop Australian Mtd, Div, at AIN TUK and UPPER AUJA

Watergd Bde, with 4 troughs at AIN DUK and 2 troughs at UPPER AUJA area, Water very good and
glgnézful E:ppliipumpﬁd frng running stream.( Obtained Timler from 2nd Field Sguadron AUST. DIV,

o, constructing shower bath with same, Type the same as shown in sketch for ¢ )
Trp, for the MAY DIARY 1918,) at AIN DUK. i o

Watered Bde,, constructing shower bath l, 600 gall, canv

. . & . ag trough on base of 2" planking set
up 8" from ground on 3 trestles, water gravitates through 24" suction pipe (hose) from aqugduct |
as required and shower operatec by wooden arms and string opening and closing circular valves |

leading through roses of perforated tin, wast water lead into shingle bed and disposed of by
soakage, Also erected 150' tie up line for horses and clothes lineg,

Watered Bde, erected trough and pumps near C,M,R, bivouac area for watering this Regt, - ]
Watered Bde, at AIN DUK and UPPER AUJA. Same 2lst and 22nd, Dismantled shower bath,previously !
W n " " L] " "

erected at WADI KELT and tramsported same to UPPER AUJA,

Watered Bde, ZXrected bath at UPPER AUJA similar to one at AIN DUK except that water was pumped /
from stream into shower on bank, 1 officer and 4 O0,R, supervising trench digging.

Watered Bde, Made 6 signboards for Bde, bivouac and water area, 1 officer and 4 QO R, with
working party of 100 men at front line Aigging trenching and wiring.
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July 1918,
JERICHO, lst (The separate diaries of the Troops are forwarded herewith,)
The Headquarters was located at JERICHO (at D,H.Q.)
While at Yericho the following was carried out in addition to work shown on Troop's diaries,
Made various Notice Boards,
Constructed two meat safes,
Altered construction of scoop obtained from C,R,E, for cleaning roads of dust,  Overhauled water
cart, also obtained from C,R,E, for watering roads, Selected and delivered timber for bridge at
Auja, _
Northern Bridge J,12,d.7.3. OUverhauled 8 H,P, DBUTZ Engine,
Drew and nanded over defence material to guides of 1lst and 2nd Brigades,
Completed four notice boards,

2nd, Delivered two notice boards to Captn, Straker, Completed two notice boards (RAERBURN A, & R,)
Aeplaced two trougns in D,A,C, watering area, H,.35,c,45, Overhauled two pumps and straightened up
area generally,

3rd, Party on cleaning road K,4,c.4,8 of dust with scoop and afterwards watering., Drew and loaded and
handed over to guides defence material for Brigades, Delivered two meat safes to M, A,C,

4th, Made notice boards for posts, roads, etc, Constructing meat safes, Delivered defence material to
Brigades as on previous day, Delivered notice boards (Raeburn A, & B) to 4th Rde,

oth, Pi smantled, overhauled and re-erected watering gear at drinking water area H,34.c,50, Sapper Win-
field and Sihks on stone trough in Wadi H,34,4,52,

6th, Delivered Defence material to Brigades, Completed overhauling and straightening drinking water areas,
Drew camels and defence material and handed ov~er to guides of Brigades as on previous day, N,Z,
and 2nd Brigades took delivery of two meat safes each, Sikhs working on stone trough,

7th, L{Cpl., Tolley and Sapper Jeramsen on road with scoop cleaning dust (have ten natives working with
them), TDelivered defence material to Brigades as on previous day,

8th, L/Cpl, Tolley and Sapper veramsen cleaning dust off road with scoop, Delivered defence material to
Brigades, Erecting plant for showers H,34,d,632. Brecting 30' x 30" reservoir at drinking water
area, :

9th, Completed erecting 30' x 30' reservoir at drinking water area, ZXrecting plant for showers,
Delivered defence material to Brigades, L/Cpl, Tolley and Sapper Jerameen cleaning dust off road
with scoop.

10th, Completed erecting plant for showers, L/Cpl, Tolley and Sap, Jeramsen cleaning dust off road with
scoop, Collected canvas tanks from drinking water area, Making notice boards, Tefence material
delivered to Brigades,
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July 1918,
JERICHO, 1lth, L/Gpl_ Tolley and Sap, Jeramsen cleaning dust off road with scoop., Brected screens round ghowers,
. etc, Made notice boards, Carting stone for troughs, Defence material to Brigades.
12th, Dismantled and reconstructed culvert over stream in Wadi H,34.,d4,7.2.
13th, Made notice boards, Overhauling saddlery and technical gear, Defence material delivered to Bdes,

14th, Erected two troughs in Wadi to water portion of 3rd Bde, H,34.d.9.3.

loth, L/Cpl, Tolley and Sap., Jeramsen completed cleaning road of dust, Overhauling Headquarters limbers
and wagons, &recting wooden troughs at D,A,C, area H,36,c.4.5,

l7th, Completed erecting wooden troughs at D, A ,C, area, Exploded dud shelles, Delivered defence
material to Brigades, Overhauled pumps,

19th, Two men with Lt, Lockington unloaded mine 0,32,c¢.S,E,
JERUSALENM , 2Q/215t. aned to Bethlehem,
cend, Arranging camp,
23rd, Changed 8 wheels for A, Troop.
24th, Made and painted esignboards andtwo crosses,
25hh, Erected two pumps on drinking water area, 100,K,34,37. Upholstering cars for M, H,Q,

26th, Exchanged 1 trough - 1 length of canvas hose - 1 length of suction base at Signal School, Reit |
Jala, 100.,K,19 & 6.8,

27th, Cleaning harnese and saddlery,

28th Drawing of Engineering Stores, Cleaning and repairing equipment, Also during whole of period
i 1/21 supervision of work on communications of two companies, 1/34 Sikh Pioneers,

Comment cn_scooping dust of f and watering with watex cart of road

To ﬁbtafn good results it was found that a great quantity of water was required whilst
the scoop was not successful on account of the stones coming locese in the road bed and making the
scoop rise, thereby leaving 'a lot of dust behind,

(Sgd.) A, Max Allen,
Major, Cmdg,
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"A* FIELL TROOP - JULY 1918,
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July 1?§8.

WADI AUJA, lst During this period the sappers were employed chiefly on the supervision of Lefences in No,3
15th, Subsector held by the lst A, L ,H, Bde, Two Squadrons of the 1lst L ,H, Regt, were employed
nightly on lst line of defence, erecting standard single apron fence around the posts, complet-
TALAT-ED _DUMM, ing & system of all round defence of each post, which proved very benificial during the last

engagement , One Squadron of the Wellington Heg. N, Z2,M R, Bde, employed nightly on 2nd Line
of vefence, erecting wire entanglements, veepening and improving fire trenches, digging

SCLOMON'S POOLS, | communication trenches and building sangars and small bombing poeitions, Continued with the
watering of all Troops in the lst sde, area which, in addition to the lst A ,L,H, Bde,, were:-
ENAE , 1l1th mountain pattery and ammunition column, A, & B, Battery, H,A,C, - Notts, Battery, Glet
Beavy Battery, C/30lst Battery, C/303rd Battery,
i5th, Inspected defences to get an estimate of labour and material required te repair damage done by
the enemy,
JERUSALEM, 16th, Handed over all R,E, stores and material to Lieut, HARPER, 0,C,, 3rd rield Troop Aust, kield,
Squadron, Lifted engine, pump and all water supply gear and left WADI AUJA at 1900 for TALAT
ED.TUMM, |
L7th, Arrived at Bivouac Area Kile, 19 at 0500, pde, watering at area troughs,
18th, One N_C,n,-nnd four men proceeded to camp site occupied by 5th Mounted Bde, about 6 miles south
of Solomon's Pools, to take over area stores and prepare camp for Troop marching in,
19th, Left Bivouac Area Kilo, 19 and trekked with Bde,
20th, Arrived at new camp site at 00500, put dﬁwn 2 L., & ¥, G,8, Pumpa at reserveir for Drinking Water
2i8l, Making drains and soakage pits in drinking water area,
22nd, - Making crossing over Jerusalem water pipe line into drinking water area,
23rad, moved with Brigade to ENAB watering at JERUSALEM en route,
LATRON, 24 th, Left ENAB with psde, at 1700 fur Latron at 1900, arrived at LATRON at 2200,
25th, Left LATRON for WADI HANEIN in advance of Kde, to prepare watering arrangements, Notified
later by Bde, major that all arrangements for watering was being done by L, of C, Troops,
WADI HANEIN, 26th, preakdown in plant run by L, of C, Troops, Erected 3 troughs and one 2300 gall, reservoir and
watered sde, All material left, erected as an Alternate area for Bde, in case of another break
down ,
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27th to Cleaning and repairing equipment, Drawing of R,E, stores,
31lst,

(sgd.) A, max Allen,

Major Cmdg,
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"B" TROQOP,~- JULY 1918,

Jult 1918,

W, MELLAHAH, lat Constructed stone road crossing in WADI MELLAHAH at approx, Z,30.a4.2.0, cver small overflow from
: @ salt spring, <The ground became very treacherous when wagons passed over, Ample stone was
found in WADI AUJA valley in v, 5, .

WADL AUJA, 2nd, Laid 4 charges to 4 ammunition pits at Ayrshire Battery guns at about 2,20.d,central Joining up
in c¢ne circuit with about 400 yds, of cable, No means on hand for testing,

3ird, Inspected water area with S,C, as positions of Units are very altered it is now possible to
reduce number of troughs from 8 to 6, this work is to be done forthwith,

4th, Heliefe having taken place and Units camping in more central areas, tne watering of the Brigade
is now being done from the 6 troughs, The conditions are satisfactory, although more work is
thrown on some troughs than others owing to necessity of preventing excessive croseing of the
AUJA WATER, Inspected communications between Road 19 and posts on EAST side of W. MELLAHAH.
Theee are in bad condition., Wherever traffic crosses this Wadi, without a bridge, the ground
gete cut up and becomes dangerous, lecided two stone culverts and a wood bridge of 3 12 foot
bays are necessary,

5th, Improved cover on drinking water reserveoir J,5,b,2,4, wmade branding irone for "R* Troop and
"Bde, H,Q,"

6th, Made 5 notice boards (wood frame and canvas) for ¥,G, Posts in front line, neturned W,S, reserve
gear to 7th Regt,, which it was found necessary to utilise previously owing to decentralisations
JERICHO, | of water areas, Branded all horses not already so branded,

7th, Decided to bridge W, MELLAHAH in Z,24,¢,9,5, (Ref, 1/63360) clear span of 26 (bank to bank)
ground level to water line 4'3", from water line to stone bottom 8'10", The bottom, from tests,

seems solid, Ordered timber for Bridge, Exchanged AYRSHIRE BATTRERY trough which had been ripped
by horses,

8th, Two wagons from Regiments went to JERICHO dump for bridge timber, brought about half of what
required, DMade and fitted some §" bolts for G,S, Pumps,

9th, Marked out bridge site, above mentioned, Sent 2 Regt, wagons for remainder of timber,

+0th, Onie N,C,0, and 10 men commenced 'vork on bridge. Drove in 4 trestle legs with NORTON TUBE VONKEY
(the two near WADI BANK 1l ft, and the two near E, bank 9 ft,) = further work required on these.
ance of timber arrived, Got boxes from canteen to make rnotice boards for posts in front line,

l1lth, As trestle lege on bridge at Z,24,¢,9.5, have reached fairly solid bottom stopped driving, Had
| stone carted by Oth Regt, Irom small crossing at z,18.c.2.5, Inspected electric chargee at
AYREHIRE GUNS, :
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JERICHQ, 12th, @ade stone culvert at 4,18.c¢,.2.5. Continued work on Bridge,

i13th, Bridge now ready to take traffic,

i4th, Repaired stone bridge made by Indians over AUJA at J.0. 8. 2,1,

15th, lade and fixed at posts TURTLE, SANDFLY and RINGDOVE on gate side notices "GATE" in 2 ft, |
letters, Made two acetylene lamps, |

16th, Improved roadway leading to and from Bridge at 2,2, and C.9.5. Prospected for water in WADI
OBEIDEH at J,8,4,6,8, - found indications,

17th, Put on party from Battery (Somerset) with N,C,0, and Sapper from Fld, Troop to develop water
at above place; found sufficient to water the -AYRSHIRE and Scmerset Batteries,

18th, Watered at J,8,4d,.6.8, improved in volume, Moved canvas trough from J,5,a,1,1, erected at above

' place, The watering of the 2 Batteries reduced water in storage sump about 5", which filled

again in about § hour after pumping ceased, This gives no indication of the flower, as the
water percolates through shingle at lower end very rapidly, practically compensating intake,
Nine wooden troughs arrived, Received timber +o complete hridge and make crosses,

19th, Erected 3 wooden troughs at J.8.4,6,8, for Somerset and AYRSHIRE batteries, completed bridge at
2,24,¢,9,5, i,e, constructed wheel guides and completed railing to approach on West Bank,
Commenced making crosses, Improved road 21 at 2.26,.4.9.6, using gun cotton to break down ledges
of rok running across road,

2Cth, Erected 3 wooden troughs for the Inverness Battery at 2,26,d4,5.6, Made notice board “TENNANT"
for this post,

clst & Water arrangements passed by M,0., subject to a film of oil being maintained on surface of water

22nd, in sump, This is being done, Completed 4 crosses,

23rd & Overhauled all water supply gear and repaired same, Replaced old trough for new one in No.2

24th, watlering area, Troughs in W, AUJA seem to rot very quickly. '

<&th, As the wiring of Ringdove was finished yesterday the sappers supervising are now available for
other duties,

26th, kade careful inspection of all crossings and bridges in Wadis Auja and Mellahah in sub-gection
No,2., It is noticed that stone crossings or culverts need frequent attention and repair as the
stones gradually get displaced by neavy traffic,

27th, Destroyed 250 unserviceable rifle grenades, Put these in two separate holes, 125 in each,
with sandbagse and exploded with one slab of guncotton on each, About 12 grenades in both cases
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Six grenadeg exploded within a minute of and after main discharge,

27th, were not destroyed,
(ctd, )
28th, lMade preparations to move,
| 29th, Made two crosses for 5th Regt, for 2 O,R, killed yesterday, Handed over to incoming 7th Field
ERIHA, Iroop Officer, lMarched cut at 1930 and moved independently to K,l1l7 Kericho-Jerusalem Rosd:
arrived 2300,
30th, Erected drinking water reservoir at K,17 and water bottle filling apparatus, Owing to early
watering on 29th and long march the allowance of water for this Area was barely sufficient for
today,
3let, Repaired fanatis for 5th Regiment,

(Sgd,) A. Max Allen,

Major Comdg,
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N,Z, FIELD TROOP - JULY 1918.
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1918,

AIN ED DUK, ist July, Watered Brigade at AIN DUK, Detonated *DUD* 6" shell in area, severed casing of same with
4 slabs of guncotton, but explosive in shell did not detonate, 1 officer and 4 O,R, on
trench work and wire entanglements with lst A, L _H, Bde, 5 O.,R, with A, M. R, at Upper AUJA.

UPPER AUJA, Erected 2 troughs at W,M,R, area, epaired ghower bath, Took up 2, 2300 gall, fresh
water reservoirs damaged by shell fire and erected one new one,

WADI NVE1AVEH, 2nd & 3rd, 3 O,R, P,S, Rest Camp, 1 officer 9 O,R, to Upper AUJA watering area, and wire entangle-

mente,
4th, Took over D,H,Q, watering area and watering area in Wadi NUEIAMEH, Repairing and improving
same, 1l officer and 3 O,R, erecting wire entanglements in N,Z, Bde, line, UPPER AUJA.
TEL ES SULTAN, S5th, Dismantled 2 troughs and erected 2 new ones and 1 reservoir,
6th, liade branding iron for Vet, officer B,H,Q, Improving R, H,Q, watering area at AIN ED DUK,

TALAT ED DUMM, 7th & 8th, Repairing water supply gear, Erecting B, wire entanglements, UPPER A"JA, BErectedl Fregh
Water leserveoir, 30' x 30°', One limber to D.C, Repair Shop for repairs,

9th to 19th, Keeping in repair troughs and reservoirs changing some where required, Drew technical gear
from S,H,.Q, Hrecting B,W, entanglements, and making cresses, On the 19th diesmantled
water are¢a at AIN ED DUK and cleaned up camp -~ detachment wiring on UPPER AUJA, Joined up
troop, 3 limbers left to join up Div, Train at 1900 at Tel es Sultan and limber left there
with Div, Train at 2130, arriving at Talat-ed-Dumm Camp at 0330 of the 20th, Troop left

camp at AIN-ED-DUK at 1900 and jeined Brigade at JERICHO at 2100, arriving at TALAT-ED-
DUKN at 2400,

20th to 25th, At Talat ed Dumm, Lieut, Lockington and 1 O,R, to Iesert Corps H,Q, for duty, Diesmantled
eld trough and erected new cone, +

26th to 31lst, Cleaning and repairing equipment, Drawing R,E, stores,

(sgd,) A.Max Allen,

Majoer Comdg,
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Auguet 1918,
BETHLEHEM, let, iln rest area BETHLEHEM, The following work was carried out, Making and writing on about
15 notice boards - black writing on white canvas, stretched on frames, 3 crosses made and
painted white with black lettering, 4 targets 2' x 2' with 6" bulls-eye, 1 blackboard

TALAT-ED-DUMM, about 3' x 5', 3 stools made and 4 repaired, 1l iron frame for securing tin (petrel) on
footboard of car from D,H,Q, drected 2 troughe also 2 tanks 2300 gallon with covers at

to No.,l Water Area, for use of Gloucester Regt, Yeoy,. Preparing camp etc, for inspection by
SKETCHES OF THE G,0,C, Making 1 box 4'6" x 1'6" x 1'3", Making 1 Terminal Box in hardwood for Signal
THREE BRIDGES Squadron, Making seat in motor lorry, repairing saddle wallets, Overhauling harness and
ARE IN THE saddlery and general clean up, Overhauling water supply gear and limbers, re-bottomed two
APPENDICES, of them,

| 20th, Preparing for move, H,Q, moved to Kile, 3,- Jerusalem-deriche Road, on the 2lst,
22nd, kigyved from Kilo, 3 to Talat-ed-‘umm, 23rd moved on to old camp site N, of Jerichc and took

over from AUST, DIV, at 0%00, 1 N,C,0, and 2 O,R, took over the erecticn of No,2 stone
bridge over Wadi at erlchu B, b L/40 UGG H,29.4d. 8 8. Also 1 Sgt., took over No, 3 ¥
" " "

" H.,23,4.6.3, Took over engine and plant and supes
vised watering of Dlvlaiunal unltea.

24th, Erected 1 G,S, L, & P, Purp at wooden trough intended for camels only, Supplied 400 galls
of water to each bridge and 1 lcad of sand to No,2 bridge, also 1 load stone to No,2 Bridge
The supply of staone, sand and water is kept up to the 3 bridges as required, No.,l Eridge
being eituated at Jericho B6 1/40,000 H,35.¢.3.7.
20th, Cleaning up and overhauling showers, putting two extra showers in, Supervised drawing and
to despatching material to lst A,L,H, Bde, Drew cement from R,E, Park and delivered 4 ton to
27th, each bridge, Constructing motor garage for D H,Q,
28th, Cleaned out sump near engine water supply, Cut and rethreaded 6 bolts, C. in C's, Parade

Major Allen, C,0,, lst F,S,E,, decorated M,C, Ribband and Corpl, Leslie, R., 17996, lst
F,5,BE, decorated D,C,NM,

L

29th Completed motor garage for T, H,Q, Making footboard for motor car D, H,Q, - Owing to bridge
to work etc., our draught horsges have had considerable extra work, drawing necessary material,
3let, Shortage of pick-helves has seriously held up defence and nthar work,

- . .-

Cut of 32 men evacuated sick for the month, 13 were during the last week, in the Valley
(Jordan), TFever in nearly every case being the cause,

‘---‘-ﬂﬂ*-*-ﬁ--*
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WADI HANIEN,

LATRON,
ENAB

TALAT -5D_ DULK
WADI AUJA.
MADBEH,

ABU TELLUL,

WASP POST.

MASKERA,
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August 1918,
lst to
16yh,

17th,
18th,

19th,

20th, -

2lst,

22nd,

23rd,

24th,
2bth,

26th,

27th,

"A" RIELD TROOP - AUGUST 1918, |

With the Hrigade at Wadi HANIEN, Ae the watering arrangements were left in the hands of
the 359th Coy, R, B, P,L, of C,, there was very little work to do, soc every advantage was
taken to give the men wms much rest as possible, The only work carried out while in that
area congisted of making crosses for 3rd A,L .H, Begt, and erecting shower baths for the
Bde, in the main watering area,

Moved with Bde, to LATRON, WVWatered at troughs in area known as No,2 Well, Latron,

Erected 2,300 gallon reservoir in same area for drinking water, Lifted reservoir and
marched to ENAB,

Moved with Bde, from ENAB at 1400, Watered and fed at Kile, 1, Yerusalem-Jaffa rcad at
1700, Left kilo,l at 1800 for Kilo, 3, verusalem-Jericho road, arrived at 2000 and
bivouacked for the night,

Left Kilo, 3 at 0300, arriving at 0600 watering at troughs in Descorps Headquarters area,
Kile, 17, Received instructions from Staff Captain to erect a 30' x 30' reservoir to
specifications submitted by C R,E, Descorps, 18 men from Bde, completed work,

Left Talat-ed-Dumm with Bde, at 0400 and marched to bivouac area 1 mile N, of vagricho,
Erected 4 troughs at agqueduct running through the camp and watered the Bde, drinking water
drawn from Reservoirs at Tel-ee-Sultan, -

Lifted troughs and moved to camp site at Wadi Aujah and took oer all area stores and cde-
fence material in Nos, 3 and 4 Sub=-sectors, Jordan Valley defences from Lieut, Harper,
3rd Field Troop Aust, MNiv,

Erected 1, €00 gall, canvas trough and 7 L, & F, .S, Pumps to water all units in Bde,
area, _ '

Brected 230 yarde of entanglement on No, 4 Post, Madhveh, 50 men from 2nd Batt, B .W,1
employed Blasting, in trenches on ABU TELLUL and *"WASP" POST 58 men from lst Batt, B . W,1
improving trenches and erecting entanglements cn ABU TELLUL

Sighted and marked out 900 yds, of wire on MASKERA, Party of 50 men from lst Batt, B W,1,
continued with the improvement of trenches on AbulTellul and wiring of XNo,4 Pest ABU TELLUL
Left - Y,10,¢,s8,w, Damieh [C,0),

20 men from 3rd L. H, Regt, making metalled approach to drinking water reservoir and water-

ing around water troughs Damieh (B,6) Y,24,d,s.,w, 50 men from lst B _W,L. Batt, employed
on wiring at MASKERAH and digging recessges for ammupition and stores on ABU TELLUL.
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28th, Sited communication trenches to No,4 Post, ABU TELLUL, “eft Y,10.d.n, 50 men from lst Batt. B.W L |
diggirg communication to Tellul Left, No,2., Y,10,central, and wiring at Maskerah, -

3 & ; L] L [ ] ] L] [ ] L1 'l & L Ig

30th, 20 men from gnd A,L,H, Regt, erecting entanglements on Wasp Post e
erking as on the zgth' g P . BO men of l1lst Bﬂtt, B-w‘l

3det, ©Sited communication trench to No,4 Post Y ,5,d,s,w, The Bluff and traced out an additional fire

trench, Two machine gun positions and communication trench on "“Wasp Post", 40 men from 2nd
Ak H, Regt, employed on defences on "Wasp Post",

In addition to supervising all the work on defences, Sappers have been employed dail
doing all the Blasting necessary, pioy aily

- A . . e R . ae e E a
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August 1918,

WADI ARRUB, lst Paved area with stone round waterbottle filling area,. Owing to careless use of this
ground it had become boggy.

and, Puilt screen for latrines,
JERUSALEM, Jrd/5th, Paved drinking water reservoir area with stones,
6th, Made track for Brig,-Gen's, motor, from road at Kiloe,l7 Jerusalem-dericho Rd, for 500 yds,

North to connect with 2nd Bde, H,Qrs., Working party from 2nd A,L,H, Bde, (20 men),
Troop inoculated T,A,B,

Tth. Relined one wooden water trough with canvas,

8th, All ranks instructed in the use of P,H, gas helmets, Sent forward party of sappere with
limber carrying 9,5, gear (to March with Train) topmewater arrangements at new Camp,

9th, Yook up water supply gear erected by B, Troop at Kile, 17, Jerusalem-Jericho Road, and
moved out with Brigade at 1930, One other rank to cookery school,

10th, Arrived at new camp site near Wadi ARRUB, modified watering arrangements to suit the Bde,

l11lth, Made and erected notices for watering Area,

12th, Repaired Fanatis for the regiments (2nd Bde,)

l13th , Detailed man to keep accurate check on washing water used by Bde,

l4th, Repaired road leading from Main HEBRON Road to B, H,Q,, making it suitable for motor cars,
The road is metalled, but loose stones had collected on it,

15th, 1 N,C,0, & 6 O,R, cleaning out drinking water reservoir and horse trough, Carpenters
making tables, Repairing G,8, limber, 1 O,R, reported for duty to 1.0,M,, JERUSALEM,

to G,8, wagon sent to Ordnance for repairs, Overhauled G S, pumps,

17th, Finished repairs to limber, Cleaning saddlery, 1 N,C,O0, to Bde, Gas School, 18th clean-
ing camp up.

19th, - Troop inspected by G,0.C,. Lieut, Jones, J,W,R,, rejoined Troop,

20th, Collected spare R,E, stores and handed over same to R,Bs, at Kilo 19 J,S W,
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248t, Repairs to horse trough, table (Orderly Room). Motor cycles for Rde, Sig. Troop, cable
layer for B, Sig., Troop, and Fanatis for Bde, Horses to Jerusalem for 6,5, wagon and
limber,
JERICHO, 23rd, Packed limbers, cleaning up camp area, Dismantled drinking water gear, moved with Bde, fram

Kilo 19 at 1600 to Kilo 3, Jerusalem-Jericho Road,

24th, Moved from Kile 3 to TALAT-ED-TUMM and prepared water for Bde. Repaired troughs and
approaches to same, Moved ahead of Bde, to Jericho,

2oth, Brected ¢ troughs at vericho and watered Bde, at 0800 and 1600, Arranged for drinking water
from TEL ES5-SULTAN Spring, Dismantled Troops watering gear and moved to W, AUJAH and took
over watéring area from Yth »,T, R,BE, 1 N,C,0, and 1 O,R, attached to 7th A,L ,H, Regt, for
water, duty., 2 troughs (horse) 1,000 gall, for drinking,

<btn, Dismantled all area stores and erected new ones, sandbagged 1 trough for M,G, Squad,
srecting shelters for troop carpenter, cook and saddler, ‘ _

27th, brected two 2,300 reservoirs for main drinking water area, (Bde, Group, Oth A, B _H, Regt,
Machine Guns, 38th Batt, Royal Fusiliers and Artillery, Erected l. 2300 gall, reservoir
for 5th A,L,H, Regt, and 32nd lountain Battery, Reservoirs sandbagged, Brected water
bottle filler on main drinking water area, also made road to reservoirs,

28th, Finished road into drinking water area and placed signboards *IN and OUT"*, Repaired 13
Fanatis for 38th Batt, Royal Fusiliers, Carpenters making crosses for Bde, ;

29th, l1 N,C,0, and 6 O,R, on AUJAH Bridges, 1 North, 2 South, 1 O0,R, to C, in C's, inspection,
G,5, wagon changing gear S, H,q, Making dust covers for Reservoirs, 1 N,0,0, to 38th Batt, .
Royal Fusiliers i/c of working party draining mosquito swamp, Erecting 2300 gall, reser-

30th, voir at "TOOL" Post for 38th Batt, Royal Fus, (DPamieh-Jericho C,% 1/40,000 32.2.1.3. Mak-
ing level croseing over AUJAH, l N,C,O, 2 O,R, to 3,H,3, reporting for duty on AUSTRALIAN
3lst, CLEARING STATION, JERICHO, Sa@ldler repairing harness, etc, Repairing pump for Artillery

in Wadi OBEIDEH,
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TALAT -ED-DUNLK , July 1918, 26th, Watered Bde, as usual and other units at TALAT-ED-DUMM. 2 O,R, tc march to Bde,

From 26th Major at SOLOMON'S POOLS to take over Bivouac Area, and make watering arrangements
| to 31st for Bde, moving up, All ranks cleaning up camp and dismantling water gear, etc,
SOLOLON'S POOLS, lioved out from Bivouac Area, TALAT-ED-DUMM, at 2030 and joined up Div, Train and
(omitted proceeded to new camp site at Solomon's Pools, arriving there at 0600 on the 27th,
in previous -
month) 27th, Took over watering arca and equipment, Area stores etc, at Solomon's Pools from 7th

Field Troop, #rected 6 troughs and drinking water plant, Built dam with sandbags
at outlet below the Pool and erected trough, & O,R, marched in from Training Camp,
Moascar, Ismailia, 1 limber to Jerusalem for troughs and other watering equipment,

28th, Improved watering area, also improved dam below Pool (below 2nd and above the 3rd
Pool) and erected another trough for C,M,R, watering.

29th, Built road from Main Road above Pools (Jerusalem-Hebron Road) to troughs below No,2
Pool, for C,M,R, horses to come in, and prevent congestion on s _E, side of Pools,
6 0,R, engaged in erecting storage reservoir 30' x 30' atove S, B, side of No,2 Pool
excavating for and sandbagging same, 1 limber to 5 H,Q, for material and goods,

30th, 4 O,R, repairing troughs and roads, 7 O,R, on storage reservoir and connecting pipe
system, between pumping plant and storage reservoir (see sketches attached to S,H_,Q,

Diary for this month - AUGUST, ) 4 0, R, dismantling storage reservoir eracted on

JERUSALEM, - N.,W, side of No,3 Fcol and getting same ready for transport to Kilo 19,
1 limber to JERUSALEM for equipment from "Jerusalem Dump" and shifted same to camp |
SOLOMOKR'S PQOOLS, area Solomon's Pools, 7 limber to Ordnance for goods, 2 O,R in charge of Jeruge

alem Dump, rejoined troop. 1l limber to Jerusalem for equipment from LUDD DUMP,

3ist, 6 0,R, Working in laying down of piping, etc,, to storage reservoir, Improved road
X and dam at C,M,R, watering area and exchanged troughs, Cleaned gut troughs in
LUDD, "Pools" area and repaired Pump,
August 1918,
lst, 6 0,R, engaged on and completed laying of pipe system to storage reservoir and limber to
S,H,Q, for stakes and barbed wire for fencing off crops, A,M R, Burnac Area, alsc for
timber for troop work, 3 0,R, marched out on leave to ALEXANDRIA.

nd, Ingpection of Troop by Brig,-Gen, Meldrum, 5 O, R, excavating for drinking water near "Fort
Roman" ? over old pipe supply to JERUSALEM and lccated 1}" pipe with running water, DDevel-
oped same and got a running supply of practically 6000 gallons per 24 hours, Repaired and
improved pipe system at storage reservoir, l1N,C,0, and 2 men measured quantity of water
in pools, giving estimated quantity of 1,000,000 each pool approx, Limber to Qrdnance for
gstores,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7666



August 1918,

AIN DUK,

10th &« 11,

13th/15th.,
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3rd,

4th,

oth,

Eth,

7th,
8th,

Gth,

16th,

17th,

1.8th,

19th,
20th,

-

Loaded 30' x 30' reservoir and frames (dismantled), 3 O,R, with working party from Bde, develgp
ed water located yesterday - excavated for reservoir and put down same, with pump. etec, All
limbers to Bde, area for transport inspection by Major Loveridge, 0,C, A, & N,Z, MTD, DIV, TRAIN

Limber to ordnance for equipment, 1 officer 8 O0,R, R,C, Church Parade, 2 O,R, fencing new
drinking water reservoir, 2 O,R, cleaning out troughs, 4 O,R, setting stays on sorage reser-

voir.

3 0,R, marched in from Detail Camp, Ismailia, 2 O, R, improving water area and cleaning out
troughs, 1 limber and 1 N,C,0, to R,E, Park, Jerusalem, for equipment, 2 O,R, making crosses,
Inspection by Piv, Commander, Gen, Chaytor,

2 O,R, effecting genaral repairs to equipment, 2 O,R, cleaned out troughs and replaced damaged
trough, Limber to “rdnance for limber wheels, 2 0,R, made new cover for fresh water reservoir,

1l other rank carving and painting crosses, 2 0, R, repairing roads and improving water area,

General repairs to equipment, 3 O, R, dismantled 2 troughs between No,2 and No,3 Poole where
No.2 Pool leaks and comee to the surface owing to water giving out, and re-erccted one at No,2
Pool watering area, 1 O,R, assisting shoeing smith,

e O0,R, strengthening storage reservoir, 1l limber to Ordnance for limber wheels,

2 0,R., general repairs to pumps, Bpairing eguipment, and road top side of Pools (Jerusalem-
Hebron Road), 9 0.R, marched in from Details, ISMAILIA, BEGYPT. l12th 1 officer and 2 O.R,
m, in from EGYPT, i .

Sent for R,E, stores., &Exchanged trough, Brignda gports, Limber team to I, 0 M, Jerusalem and
brought back # limber on loan,

Handed over Area stores at Water Area to Lieut, Alexander, S,H,Q, Claaned out camp, dismantled
and packed up troop's water supply equipment and marched ocut at 1530 with Brigade to Kile, 3.
(Jerusalem-Jericho Road),

Marched cut with Bde, from Kilo, 3 at 0300, arriving at Kilo 17 at 0630 and bivouacked,

" . iy " " " 17 at Q300 " north of Jericho at 0600, Put down *7¢
troughs and watered Bde,

Picked up watering equipment and marched out at 1700 to AIN DUK AREA,

Brected 1 trough at C,M,R, and took over 1 canvas, tough 3nd Eut down 2 pumps complete with same
at A M,R, At W M, R, we took over 1 Area trough (unnvaa 1 wooden trough, Repaired canvas
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August 1918,

20th (ctd,) and put back in good conditicn, At fresh water area we took over 1l 2300 gall, reservoir and
completed same with our own pump, hosing, etc, Also erected bottle filler,

2lst, Formally took over ares stores from 5th Field Trunp. Improving watering facilities in all
areas,

22nd, Repaired showerbath at W, M R. Area,

23rad, Took over camping area from 5th Field Troop,

24th, Watered Bde, as usual, Improved drains from W, M R, area,

25th, Limber to S8, H.Q, for troughs and timber,

26th/28th, 5 0.R, on parade at presentation of ribvand by G, 0.C, in C, 2 0,R, preparing parade ground
for same, Drew 1 dummy horse from R _E, Park, Jericho,

29th, Moved drinking water reservoir at W,M.R, area to new site, (Jeriche (B,6) H.26,d.6,7.)

30th, General repairs and watering Bde,
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SQUADRON HEADQUARTERS - SEPTEMBER 1913,

Sept, 1918,
Camped 1lst, Cutting and threading bolts, Carted sand and water to No,2 Bridge - also No, 3,
Removed unserviceable reservoir and commenced to erect new one,
Jericho B 6,
2nd, Carted stone and water to Nos, 2 & 3 Bridges, Completed reservoir at watering area,
Drew 50 camels and handed over with R ,E, stores to guides from N,7,£ and lst Bde, Repaired
ghowers and made small notice-<board for same,

3rd, Made iron straps for Bridge, Repaired limber and 5,5, wagon, Threaded bolts,
4th to - Repaired typewriter cover for D,H,Q, Carted water, stone and cement to bridges, Made
th, notice boards - camouflaged tents - drew limber from TEL-ES-SULTAN, Repaired watering

area fence, Jrected cover over engine,

10th, Carted sand, cement, stone (& timber from R,E, Park, JERICHO) to Nes., 2 & 3 bridges,
liade straps for handrails for No,2 Bridge, Made ice chest for D,H,Q, Officers' Mess -
also petrol-tin clamp, Made notice boards,

llth, Lrected shelter for Provost Corps, D,H,Q, HRepaired seat for Officers' Mess, Overhauled
and repaired pumps, Larted stone and water to bridges.

12th, Carted stone and water to bridges, 1 O,R, to R,E, Park and M A ,D,0,S, to repair tank and
fanatis,

13th, Sand and stone to No,3 Bridge, Repaired showers, Overhauled limbers, 1 O,R, on road

repairs (exchanged), +% limber at Workshop (repaird) JERTCHO,

l4 th, Water and stones to No,3 Bridge, 1 O,R, to supervise loading of defence material and guide
tractor to destination, 1 O,R, on road work, Limber, 4 horses and 2 drivers to N_2,
Troope for duty. Repairs to seat,

15th, Carted stone to No,3 bridge, water to No,2, Sent ¢,5, wagon to H,Q, lst Battalion, B X,1,

Drew cement and explosives from R,B, Park, 2 O,R, on road work. 1 O,R, guiding tractor,
Repairs to stationery box for A ,D,M,S,

16th, Carted stone, water and cement to No,3 Bridge, MNade notice-boards for N.,Z, Troop., Sent
G,S, wagon to JERICHO to collect timber and reinforcements,

17th, Sent G,S, wagon to R,E, Park to collect defence material. Carted sand and cement to No,3
Bridge, Repaired iron knees for bridge, Made map-screen for D H,Q,

18th, Made iron brackets for D ,H,Q, motors and 1 chest, Moved hurﬁe-lineE to safe place on
account of shell fire, Work interfredwith from same cause,
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19th to liade notice boards, Sent limbers to bridges to collect tools, also to R,E, Park for stores
2lst, Overhauled limbers and watering gear, Cross for R, ,H_A,
22nd, Loaded limbhers and prevnared to move,
23rd, Left JERICHO and crossed the JORDAN, bivouacked ES SALT 2nd 34, 1/63360. 127.Q.34.a,
24<th, On trek all day. Revaired roads bhbetween JERICH& and ES SALT, Camped near BES SALT,.
Sapper WALGERS to hospital, 127.,J.27.c.
25th, ligde arrangements for drinkiﬁg water and left ES SALT at 2130,
26th, Arrived at AMMANW 0515, Moved on to Railway Stdtion, Sap. JACKSON to Hospl.
27th, Overhauled captured water supply and plant, Xrected 3 pumps complete, liade and erected

notice bvoards, Buried 5 dead horses and 1 N,2, horse,

28th, Made and erected notice boards at watering area, Collected captured explosives, Commenc-
ed erecting wooden trough, 2 O,R, on road repairs with Lt, BALE, 2 0,R, running captur-
ed water supply plant, Filled in latrines,

29th, Completed and erected wooden trough at watering area, Made cross for M, H,Q, Repaired
) fence round camp, 1 O,R, on duty wita C,0,. 3 O,R, repairing railway line, Collected
remainder of captured explosives, |

30th, Procured buffers and draw-bars for locomotives, 2 O,R, on repairs to railway trolley, |
Loaded rails for repairs to line, Erected gun and pulled horse out of well, Fitted
lamp brackets to mofor car for D H,Q, |

JERICHO B,6, 1/40, 000, 2000* Road work consisting of soleing and metalling was completed under the supervision
of Lt, BALE with B,L,C, location H,6,a, & Y,30,¢c; Y.30.a, & Y.24,C, on ROMAN Road, Lt,
Stocks supervised soleing, metalling and rolling with oil and gteam rollers section of
New Motor Road from K,9,b,s,e, through 3.4,, 3.%,, 4,a, and H, 38,4, in all 2700. Com- |
pleted the erection of the 2 stone steel and wood bridges in squares H,29,d4, (No.2) and ‘
H,23,d4, No,3 and opened to all traffic,8ketches of these were forwarded with the diary
for August,

NINRIN B,7. & SALT C'7ﬁ‘. On ES SALT 3 NIMRIN road at a point in Square M,22,a,6,1, the whole roadway on a steéep |
lst bd, sidé land was blown away by the Turks to an average depth of 15', Party got to work !
under 0,C, and light motor traffic was enabled to pass in 4 hours and all CHAYTOR'S |

Force transport got through from a time 1 hour later, Tenporary repairs were completed
12 hours aftier commnencement sufficient to enable heavy Mechanica transport to pass,
On 29th at AMMAN Lt, Lockington, N,Z.,E,, commenced repairing captured locomotéve engine, |
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JERICHO B,6, September 1918,

1/40, 000,

DAMIEH C,6
1/4G,000. U.27.4.
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18%,

2né
to
4th,

oth,

6th,
/th,

8th,

- 9th,

10th,

11lth,
12th,

13th to
19th,

20th,
elst,

22nd,

2374,

"A" FIELD TROOP =~ SEPTEMBER 1918,

60 men from 2nd A,L,H, Regt, employed on WASP POST, erecting wire entanglements and digg-
ing new LxXixk fire trench, 30 men from lst Battalion B ,W,1 working on %u.4 Post, THE
BLUFF, digging communication trench and putting back-apron on exiging wire fence, 20 men

from lst B,W,1 working on ABU TELLUL, Left No,l1 Post improving communication trench,
sappers supervising, +

50 men from 2Znd A,L,H, Regt, working on the defences on WASP POST. . 50 men from lst Bn,
B,W,1 working on ABU TBELLUL and THE BLUFF, 20 men from 3rd A L,H, Regt, working on a
Battle HAeadquarters and Signal Station on ABBU TELLUL Left, sappers supervising,

In addition to the usual parties working on the defences, 30 men from the 3rd A,L_H,
Regt, were employed on uhe Battle Headquarters on ABU TELLUL.

Shifted camp from site in WADI OBEIDEH, JERICHO (b.6), 1/40,000 H.4.d. to H.27.c. ¢ |

Erected 3 canvas troughs for use of 3rd A, L ,H, Regt, and lst Machine Gun Squadron on
WADI NUEIAMEH,

1

Lined wooden troughs in the Brigade area with camas,
Made 6 second class figure targets for the use of 2nd A,L,H, Regt,
Diamnntladp3 canvas and 1 wooden trough in 3rd A L, ,H, Regt, area, and erected 2 canvas &
% wgﬁden trough and one 2300 gallon reservoir on their camp site in JBRICHO 1/40, 000
Bl Hl33lcl

Blacksmiths and carpenters busy on repairs to Transport,

General Camp Routine and dubbing parade,

Camp work and grazing. Making crosses and repairing fanatis for Brigade, . Making notice-
boards for roads in Brigade area, Repairing Transport. Dubbing saddlery,

Making prevarations for moving,
Moved with Brigade to point Y,29,c¢. JERICHO (B.6) 1/40,000.

Moved to KHIREET FUSAIL, Brigade watered at two troughs erected by N, Z, Engineers on
Aqueduct from AIN FUSAIL,

Moved with Brigade to ES SALT, taking two pumpe and troughs complete and explosives on

ack horses - wagons taking the main road through JERICHQO and crossing the river at
BHORANIYEH Bridge, . = g
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September 1918, ‘
c4th, ' Erected two troughs for Brigade on the WADI SHAIB at ES SALT. Moved to AIN HEMAR and

prepared for the watering of the Brigade, AMMAN 3rd Ed, 1/63360, 142.0,30.c.n,.w, |

25th, Moved to AMMAN, bivouacking at the railway station, X.33.D.

26th, Erected 2 troughs and one drinking water rescrvoir on the WADI ANMMAN about half a mile
north of the Station,

27th . Repaired boiler on pumping plant at AMMAN Station,

28th, Brigade moved to junction of WADI AMMAN and WADI HAMNAM, Erected one L & F pump for

drinking water, drawing the water direct from the spring, No troughe erected as it is a
good stram and the Brigade being scattered along it a distance of five miles,

29th, Went to SAVMRA, overhauled and got motor locomotive in working order, Motor loco, arrived
at ZIRKA at 1800 and stayed the night, One truck with Turkish wounded and sick prisoners
had to be left between SAMRA and ZIRKA.

30th, Motor loco, with one truck of Turkish wounded and sick prisoners arrived at AMMAN, ‘
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Sept. 1918,

Camp JERICHO .6, let Cleaned out sump and repaired sandbag wall of same in WADI OBEITDKH, JERTCHO, 3.8:10.7.
1/40, 000 Thie srea is and has been in good order, Two sappers reported to 6th A L, H, Regt, for
Z,24,c,8,6, duty at GHORANIYEH BridgeHead, Regiment watering at Q.2.D.8.3. l(horses),

2nqd, Overhauled and repaired troughs at JERICHO 5,.,B3,3.4, AUJA-MELLAIIAH Junction, Repaired

road crossing at JERICHO 4.3.9.8 which had become cut up, paving the ramp on either side
with small stone, Put cover over drinking water reservoir for 38th Battalion near TOOL

POST, X,34.Central (C.6), 2nd E4,

' 3rd, Cleaned out and put cover on 5th Regt, drinking reservoir at J,12,A.8,7. Repaired 13
fanatis for 33th Battalion, Repaired limbers in anticipation of move,

4th, Painted and printed two crosses for 2nd M,0s., Cleaned camp site at 2,28,¢.,8,.6, and moved
cut at 1510, Arrived at N,b,A,2.8, at 2100, having proceeded on ZSast bank of JORDAN from
AUJA Bridge-head to GHORANIEH, thence S, W, to above place,

oth to Planned out and made new camp area, Commenced sandbag emplacements for 4 troughs at
6th, N,5,A, 20, and drained ocut stagnant pools caused by Indian Cavalry washing at Spring
- HAJLAH in this area, UHrected one trough for "B" Trogp use,

7th, Put down watering area for 7th A,L,_H, Regt at S,2.d.24 to use in conjunction with two
Indian Inf, Battalions, Saddlery inspection,

8th, Finished sandbag emplacements for troughs, Repaired same for, and erected, two <300 gal,
regervoirsd H.ﬁ,ﬂ. 251

9th, Put down troughs on emplacements finiehed on the 8th (four inall) and overhauled pumps,
Erected one pump near camp site and hosed all troop horses, Raised trough emplacements
(which had settled at higher end) one sandbag and cleaned out and re-erected the troughs,
Cleaned out pipe line to N,5,B, central (which leads surplus water from spring to stone
reservoirs at that point, ) NOTE: During period erected 8 troughs, 4 reservoirs, MNen
detached: GHORANIEH Bridge, one N,C,0, 4 O0,R, (these handed over 1500 on 9.9.38, re-
turned to unit 1500 10,9,18, JERICHO, one N,C,0,, 2 O,R,; 2 ¥.Gs. - one N,C,0. # 1 O,R,
éth A,L,H, - 2 O.R, 1009,18,

llth, Overhauled pumps and dump equipment, Repaired fence fuund Watering Area No,l, Cleaned
out agueduct at AIN HAJLA, Rifle inspection,

12th, Dismantled troughe and cleaned out concrete reservoirs and made bathing pools for 5th
AiLﬁH'lniﬁt' One O,R, repairing fanatis at JERICHO R,E, Parlk, Replaced two reservoirs
a 0. ea, :
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Sept. 1918,
13th, Erected pump and trough at No,2 Area, Repaired stove for Field Ambulance, 1l officer and 6
O.R, reported to S,H,Q, forduty swimming horses in JORDAN RIVER. INSPECTED GHORANIVYEH Water-
ing Areas,

l4th, Made ice chest for Brigade H,Q, Overhauled pumps and hosing., Kit inspection,

15th, Erected 2 troughe and pumps on sandbag emplacements at No,5 Area, and one trough & pumps on
gandbag emplacement at No,0 Area, Repaired pumpe and hosing, -

16th Repairing troughs and pumps, Overhauling Regimental watering gear and fanatis, Repaired

to aqueduct and pipe-line at No,l Area, lade cross for Omh L,H, Regt, and table for No,3 A,I,F,

18th, Canteen, Hxamined all explosives and issued Hegimental quotas.

19th, Shifted area stores dump to B,H,Q, dump at KUSR HAJLA also all spare Troop gear,

20th, lade 2 perch poles for 2 L, H,F,A, wagons, RKepaired water bottle filling apparatus,

2lst, Dismantled, cleaned and re-erected troughs and drinking reservoirs at No,l Area N,5,A,95,
Repaired 3 G,8, pumps and stone pipe (leading from AIN HAJLA to stone reservoirs ¥,5,B, 20,

22nd, Received 3 mules from S,H,Q, Carted Area stores to Brigade dump at KASR HAJLA,

23rd, Packed up and moved out at 0800 with one half hour's notice and arrived at Q,3 Central 1130,

Koved at 1530 to P.2l,c.4.3. with Bde, transport, 1 officer and 5 O,R, rejoined troop at @.3.
central, Watered transport from WADI NIMRIN, 5 O,R, went forward with 2nd B H,Q,

24th, Left P,21,c.4,3, at 0700, Marched continuously along road and reached BS SALT at 1300.

20th, Moved at 0430 to SUWEILEH, arriving at 0900, Watered at existing stone trough, Lt. JONEB went
forward at 1200 to report to B,H,Q.,, AYMAN, Seccured Watering Area at Y,12,A,central and camped
there, Remainder of Troop moved at 1500 and arrived ANMMAN at 2130 and camped with Brigade
transport,

26th, Troop moved into 2nd Brigade water area at 0630 in Y.12,A.central, ZErected drinking-water |
reservoir and water-bottle apparatus from aqueduct supplying mill, Repaired 200 yds, road in |
Y, 1l2.a,central, Lt, JONES and 6 0, R, left with one squadron Oth Regt, to destroy portion of |
HEDJAZ railway line south of AMMAN, Damaged points at KISSIR station, Degtroyed 1450 ft, of |
line at L,23 and 150 ft, of line at N,30, ;

27th, Brected € canvas troughs at AIN AMMAN éY.lé_B_Q.B and Y,17.A,central), ©Shifted drinking water
regervoir from Y,11,D.,3.1 to Y.16,B.8.8, obtaining very clear water from the AIN source,
Begides <«nd Bde, N,Z,, Artillery, Indian aTd other troops used this watering area,

<8th, Shifted Camp from Y,17,B, central to Y.3.c,central,
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29th,

30th,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

-3..

Surveyed and mapped out proposed new road running from watering area élung N, bank of Wadi in
E:sterly direction to ¥,9,D.central, thence N, to Road No,4 to give 2nd Bde, access to Watering
ea,

Lt, STOCKS and 10 O,R,, including 2 drivers with half limber were sent to SEIZA Station to over-
haul locomotive engines, Thie party arrived 1930 and repcrted to N 7, Bde, W Q, Made two :
crosses for 5th A L, H, Hegt,

L B ]
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Sept, 1918,
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let to
rd,

4th,

Sth,

6th,

/th,

8th, to
lUth,

1ith/13th,

léth, &
15yh,

16th/18th,
19th/20th,
2lst,
22nd.
23rd,

24th,

N,Z, FIELD TROOP - SEPTEMRBER 1918;

L

Watered Brigade - 2 O,R, overhauling pumps,
with working party of 50,

1 officer & 3 O,R, wiring posts at AUJA

One officer & 3 O,R, wiring,
from JERICHC to AUJA,
detached for duty.

Bight O0,R, with 16 horses carting material for Battle Posts
Sgt. PETERSON on Road work with S,4,Q, JWRICHO-AUJA Road and

Picked up water supply gear and moved to AUJA area, Took over area stores and water areas

from "A" Troop, 1 O,R, detached for duty with W_M_ R,

Put down water supply gear to water Bde, alongz AUJA.
material,

< O,R, placed on dump of R E,

One O,R, detached for duty with C,M.R,
parties, Lt, LOCKIKGTON marched in,

2 officers and 6 Q_ R, wiring posts with working

Shifted troughs at W,M,R, water arca, placing them under cover from fire,
Cleaned 8000 gal, reservoir at A MR arca - repaired troughs,
Lt, BALE and 2 QO,R, detached for duty at §,H,Q, Carted Wataf for B .L.C.

Carted material for Battle Paoste, 1 officer & 7 O,R, constructing Battle Posts on AUJA
line, Constructing tracks along AUJA, 3Brought explosives from JERICHO,

2 officers ans 8 0,R, on Battle Posts with working parties, Constructing 30 x 30 reser-
voir at A M,R, water ares and 2300 gal, reservoir at B_W,1 water area, Continued work
on Battle Posts and wiring., Brought signposts from S,H,Q, .

Brought troughs from §,H,Q,

Handed over R,E, Dump to B ,W,1 guard, Ready toc move,

Picked up water supply gear and moved out at 1900 with Bde, Trekked to FUSSAIL and bivou-

ocked,

Put down 3 troughs at FUBBAIL and watered various units,
Bde, Remainderof troop with lst Line Transport,

1l officer and 2 O R, Jjoined

Watered animals and supplied drinking water at FUSSAIL. Pickedup gear at 1800 and moved

to Obeideh,
Moved off with Transport at 0500 and trekked to NIMRIN.
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September 1918,
oth,
26th,

27, 28th,
29th,

30th,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Moved off 0130 and trekked to HEMAR, Put down trough (o water transport animals, |

Trekked to AMMAN, Joined Bde, and put down 4 troughs, supplied from running stream - also
botile filler and pump for carts supplied fromspring,

Watered and pumped for Bde, HRepairing locomotive at AMMAN Station, Made crosses,

Picked up gear at 10500 and moved south with Brigade, 1 officer and 5 O,R, remained at
ANMMAN repairing locomotive,

1l officer and 7 O,R, with 4 limber and water supply gear moved off with Brigade at 0130
and trekked to EL KASTAL, Put down 2 troughs and watered Rrigade,
Remainder in bivouac with Transport,

4
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October 1918,

Z1ZA, lst,
SAMRA 2nd,
MAFRAK , 3rd,
4th,
5th,

6th & 7th,

' , 8th & 9th,
10th,

llth & 1l2th,

13th,

14th/17th,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

HEADQUARTERS - OCTOBER 1918,

- e e e e

In addition to the following work by the 3 Troops (A, B and N,Z,) the following work was carried
out by Headquarters,

Completed repairs to railway trolley, 1 N,C.0, and 4 O0,R,, including shoeing-smith assisgte
ing lLieut, Lockington on repairs to kngine (see sketch), 0,C., & 1 0,R, superviging working
party at drinking water area, drainage ot well, etc, Loading rails on truck,

Lieut, .Lockington and breakdown gang pulled out on train with repaired engine for ZIZA South, u
the HEJAZ line, obreak ajam on engine, Lieut, Bale and party salving engine etc, at ZIZA (went
through by motor truck over demolished line at LEBBAN)

1l Sap, in charge of engine etc, at drinking water supply.. 1 sap. driving motor truck. Lt,
Bale and 2 O,R, on railway repairs,

4 Saps, aseisting Lt, Locking ton on locomotive and afterwards proceeding by rail to ZIZA, got
through and brought train with shells, etc,, back on the morning of the 6th, Lt. Lockingten
again returned to ZIZA with wood and water for Lt, BALE at LERBAN and water for troops at ZIZA.,

A number of Saps, on repairs at railway sheds, Kemoved mine (wire cut previously) from water
tower at Station,

All available men on repairs at sheds, Fitting lamp bracket on D,H,Q, ear, made 1 new perch
pole (limbver),

Making motor and ordinary roads to Aerodrome rlat, made 3 notice boards, 1 Sapper in charge of
P, of W, party on road repairs, also 1 bap, in charge of wood cutting for fuel,

drected tank at drinking water area for filling water bottles, and placed notice boards in pos-
ition, Mr, Bale came in with train from Lebban via ZIZA. Lt, Locking followed 3 hrs, later,

Repairing G,S, pumps, cleaning up captured portable kitchen, & drivers agsisting Lt, Bale on
engine, Cutting and carting wood to pumping plant,

1l officer and 2 O,R, inspecting line northward 7 miles from ,AMMAN, All 0,K, Lt, Lockington
with repaired engine, omall train with escort, loading party and wireless set with engineer -
party moved out for MAFRAK, 8ix miles south of destination found 13 wagons on line that could

not be pusned forward, so brought on back toSAMRA intending to return north again, but were
ordered back by H,q, Chaytor's rorce,

Keturned to AMMAN, Made 1 cross for lst A,L H, Bde,, 1lst Hegt, Lieut, Bale with escort, loade
ing party, and wireless set, the whole in charge of an Engineer Officer moved out to MAFRAK,
reached destination, cleared line after 12 hours work and brought back on the 17th, 10 guns,
numerous M,G,, # truck of shell ammunition, 1 armoured motor truck and 1 motor truck; Wireless
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1?/l?t? kept in touch throughout, moving or standing,The Bedouins put 3 obstructions on line,
ctd,
18/19th. Uollecting enemy shells and bombs, Trial demolition of shells not satisfactory, Heaps of 30,

covered with German "Donarit" explosive (approx. A lbs, in weight) did not detonate all shells,
Shells were stacked in layers (2 rows fuses interlocking in each layer, 3 layers to each heap
doubling quantity of explosive on top, uave slightly better results but still blew undetonated
shells about, German exploder used, which on trial fused, Britik No,l3 Bridge wire, though 100
ohms resistance, also fired 1C selected German detonators on telephone lead 430 long. Expleder
failed to detonate more than 3 charges on series of 7 and 4, Using German detonatoss, through
the 8th electic detonator when fired singly, fired successfully, Reason,- Baeg manufacture and
irregular resistance of bridge in detonator, g

Salving cases (to pack shells in) from Turkish AMMUNITION ump, Emptied from casés and buried
12,050 stick grenades and hand bombs, 40 ¢/s small (15 lbs,) aerial bombs, 21 ¢/s detonators,
[rerial bombe), 26 ¢/s detonators large aerial bombe, 36 large c/s cordite, removed and buried
45 c¢/8 large (40 1lb,) aerial bombs, 12 c¢/s aerial torpedoes, 2 ¢/s and quantity loose aerial
bomb detonators and covered in a cave 43 c/s small aerial torpedo detonators.

20th & 21st Vismantled captured gun, repairing pumps and overhauling limbere, 1 N,C,O0, and 2 Sappers super-
vising removal of captured enemy shells,

22nd/31st, Cleaned working engine at drinking water area, Running motor truck to lst 5de, DMNestroying cap-
- tured enemy shells and bombs, wmade crosses for Sig, Squad, (1) D,H,Q, (1), 3rd Regt (1) and S, H,0
(1), 5 men to hospital, Picked up troughs from watering area., Left 1 pump with 4 lengthe of
suctiorn hose at AMMAN, Loaded oil engine etc, on to motor lorry, On the 28th the HEJAZ Flag rais-
ed at AMMAN, ‘
Sketch of AMMAN Viaduct on the Hejaz Railway attached to this month's diary, An attempt was
made to destroy this viaduct during operations in March 1918 but wae unsuccessful,
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October 1918,

SAINRA , lat, Repairing "Turkish" engine (locomotive) at SAMRA but found that boiler tubes blew out ﬁt < lb

pressure of steam, so abandoned it, Party working at ZERKA pumpinzs station. r 49 E
parts and getting steam up, | pumping ion, repairing engire

LEREA, 2nd, He?airing another “Tu?kish“ engine (locomotive) at SAMRA but found that tubes were unservice-
" | able, this was also abandoned, Party working and getting steam up at ZERKA purmping station,
3rd, Jacked a "lurkish" motor transport into 1t i 1 X i
| position, Fixed and repaired steering gear on Turkish
_ gntur qar. Same was ?uwad anto S, H,Q, at AMMAN, Portable motor workshop luf% ?nr S.H.Q
ALLAN | * arty working on pumping station at ZERKA but found waterpipes leading to overhead taﬁk'bincked
abandoned, : i
4th, working on a "Bergmann" moteor lorry but found faulty magneto and carborated cylinders, Also |

abandoned, One N,C,0, and 5 0,R, admitted to hospital, |

oth, %orking on another "Bergmann" motor lorry, fitted a magneto
; v - ocverhauled carburetter 1
same along road about one mile, S ’ - i

6th, Brought "Bergmann" motor lorry into Field troop cam Fitted 4
AMNAY at 1730, | P Pe. i gear helt in same and left for

7th General Camp Routine fhe 0,C, (Lieut, McGlau ‘ ‘
. - o : ghlin, G,) taken ill and carried to eld Ambul-
ance, Admitted and evacuated, 3 " S

8th, General camp routine, The Troop is now reduced to 21 (twenty-one) ather ranks,
9th/18th, General camp routine, 5 0,R, marched in on the 13th,
19th/22nd, Making crosses for lst A,L,H, Regt. Painting and lettering sane,
23rd/27th, Soldering fanatis and raﬁ;iring same for Machine Gun Squadron,

27th/31st, Overhauling troughs and reservoirs, cleaning up camp generally and general routine,

Ll BB BN B e
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October 1918,

ZIZQ_ lst, Overhauled and cleaned trnughé ir watering area. Lieut, Stnnks.returnad, arriving 1700, leaving
party, less 4 sappers, at ZIZA to be taken charge of by an officer from H.Q. (

£nd, Left AIN AMMAN, wth Bde,, arrived at SIR anderected @¢inking water reservoir. at 1400,
| 31rd, Eaft SIR at 0800, arrived at SHUNET NINRIN and erected drinking water reservoir, This reservoir
ALN AMIAN ., luis reservoir with pickets, punmp, 3 lengihs of hose and water bottle filler apparatus, was
carried from AMMAN by 2 Camels, lent by the 2nd A ,L.H, Field Amb,, on account of Brigade proceed
SIR, ing by No,4 Road, all wheels g0ing by ES SALT road,
4th, Left P,21,b.Central at 0700 and moved indeﬁendantly toe AIN HAJTLAH, arrived 09456 and re-erected

troughs and drinking water reservoirs, and watered Brigade on its arrival about 1200 at
N.5,A,95 Damieh 1/40,000, |

SUNET NIMRIN, 5th, . Collected and gent surplus area équipment to R,E, Dump, JERICHO.
éth, Packed all gear ready for move and cleaned camp,
7th, Left AIN HAJLAN 0630, Moved ahead of Bde, to Kilo 17, JERUSALEM~JERICHO ROAD, examined water
supply gear and made arrangements for Bde, to water, ' +
AMMAY 8th, Left Kilo 17 JERUSALEM .- JERICHO ROAD at 0500 and moved ahead of Bde, to area on NARLMS ROAD |
about 14 miles N, of JERUSALEM, arrived 1000 and inspecterd water arrangements,
|
AIN HAJLAH, 9th, Made 2 crosses, _ |
JERICHO, 10th, Painted crosses, sent 2 limbers for Ordnarce siores to Bde,, sent wagon detalled by Bde, to

Jerusalem Railway Station. A large number of men have gone sick,8ince arriving in Jerus-
alem they continue daily to be admitted to Field Aubulance and it is becoming difficult to
carry on the work owing to shortage of numbers,

LNAB | i1lth, Troop lef't JERUSALEM and ﬁrekked, independently, of the Rde, Halted two hours at ENAE,
arrived at LATRON 1700, Arranzed watering for Bde,

WADI HANEIN, .12th, Left LATRON at 1700, arrived Wadi HANIEN at 1100, Lieut, Jones went ahead with party of 5
O,R, arriving 1000 and inspected water troughs and engines,

13th, _ Took a hand with R _E's, and rectified trougne sufficiently to enable Rde, to water, Bde,
arrived 12 noon, ~ '

l4th, Aspistes N,Z, Field Trcop to erect & canvas troughs and lay 120 ft, of additional pipe line,

Rifle inspection, Lieut, Jones went té Ludd and secured some salved material, timber, -wire
netting, ete, .

-
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15 th,

16th,

17th,

18th,

19th,

20th,

2ilst,

eand,

23rd,

24th,

Sent wagons to LUDD to fetch material, Had working party of 90 men from Bde, and marked :

out and constructed roads throygh Brigade Camp Area, Took over water area from 359th

Water Coy,, this entails running three engines, as all apert drivers hLave been evacuate®

it was necessary to put on gsemi-trained men which means that one officer has to be in con-

stant acttendance, Saddlery inspection,

Started construction of stretchers for Field Amb, work, Overhauled one engine, repaired
several broken parts, repaired about -a dozen Joints in pipe line, Started to build two

ﬂﬂﬂk-hGHEEEu a .

Continued making stretchers, completed 1D Laid 150 yds, wire road 9 ft, wide -for Bde,

cars from metal road to Brig,-General's guarters,

Completed 10 more stretchers, Overhauled and repaired 7 latrine screens, Made and
erected 4 "NO ROAD" eigns,

0,C, to LUDD to arrange to draw R, B, material, Repaired 10 fanatis, Penced off and
prepared ablution area, Built up sanibag rests and fixed 40 stretchers (as mentioned
above), Screened off verandah of house where ¥ield Amb, are juartered, for patients,

Puring this period 1 N,C,0, and 4 men have been in attendance on cocks in watering area,

to regulate flow and ensure smooth running, iN,0,0, and 1 0 R, have been congtantly
employed on the enginee, In addition to 2nd A,L_H, Bde, and 18th Artillery Bde, and
Div, Train watered at this area,

Owing to shortage of men, took 2 away from Bde, watering area, leaving 1 N,C,O0, and 2

O,R, to carry on, This made the task a very serious one, With carpenters (attached from 1

Regt.) make latrine screers and shelters,

One officer went with Bde, Major to choose site for rifle range, Continued work on

latrine screens and shelters, Cleaned out bde, water troughs, Mlarked out gite for rifle

range,

-Lut a drain 200 ft. in length to carry water from Ablution area, One ufficef to obtain

material for range,

Wagons sent to LUDD
Bde,

Ubtained some unserviceable water pipes from R B, Water Coy., and constructed football

grounds, one for each Regt, and one for B _H,Q, as goal posts, llade one cross;, Commenced
gvernauling 4' x 4' targets drawn from R_E, Park. Overhauled 2 8000 gallon drinking water

regérvoirse and cleaned them out,

for material, BErected 10 latrine screens and 2 cook's shelters from

I
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October 1918, )
2o0th, Startied party of 50 men ¢on rifle renge, making 100 and 200 yds. mounds, Repairs to type-
writer for Znd A,L,H, ¥ld, Amb, Found it necessary to completely take it to pieces and
make several new parts suclh as springs, leversg, etc, sent wagon to Richon (Ayon Kars) to
pick up wire netting left there by the R,Bs, to finish wire road for Bde, cars,

26th, Started party of 100 men on range, T pewriter reassembled and put into working order
again, . _
27th, Reported that one deep well pump was leaking_' Overhauled this pump, found one barrel

leaking, the casting having been broken, Made a temporary packing of lead,

28th, Completed 100 and 200 y4s, mounds to range, Commenced 300 yds, mounds and the marker's
| pit, Making sign boards and various accessories for the sports ground, Got 2 engine
drivers from the 7th Regt, AL ,H, Found it impossible owing to shortage of men to carry
on otherwise, The shortage of mechanics is at present seriocus as all water in this area
is raiped from great depths, Continued work on range, Jrected 1l4' x 10' stage for Y M. C.A

29th to Erected targets on range and firished markers pit and 300 yds, mounds, Marked qut sporte
3lst, ground, made band gtand, Made cricket pitches, One for Bde, and 1 for 7th Regt, Com-

pleted range, picked up ground on hill behind targets to smother strike of hullets finiehel
by 0900, 31st, Repairs to roads, G,S, wagon and cycle, |

L]
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October 191§,

EL KASTAL, ilst, Watered Bde, at EL KASTAL. Put down trough to wnter trauseport from cisterns at KISSIR,

Bde, returnﬁd to this area at 2000,
(]

a2nd, lioved off at 1100 and trekked to HEMAR, put down trough to water trﬂnapurt 3 O,R, with
¥ ilimber detailed for duty with C,H,B,
3rad, Moved off at 0700 and trekked to ES SALT, |
KISEIR, 4th, » " " K " » " NIMRIN. Made sump here for fresh water,
&th, . » " o700 * . " Kilo 4 north of JERICHQ put down 4 troughs and watered Bde
from running stream, :
6th, Wataraﬁ Bde, at Kilo 4, N, of Jericho, 2 limbera cﬁllautad gear from dump at AUJAH,
ES SALT, 7th, 5 i |
| 8th, ; . picked up water supply gear and moved off at 0500 with Bde, Trekked to
| TALRI~E£-EUH¥ | |
HEWAR , 9th, Moved off at 0700, Trekked to JERUSALEM and bivouacked,
10th & 11lth, Bivouacked at JERUSALEM,
! i2th, Moved off at 1500 and trekked to LATRON via main road and bivouacked,
NIMKIN, 13th, . AR < . " TDEIRAN. Made camp adjocining water area laid down by 359
Water Coyv,
14th, Laid down 0 canvas troughe and connected with puping to well and pumping plant,
JERICHC, 15th, Improving connections and pipe line at water area, Watered PBrigade,
16th/19th, " “ U " " u " u "
20th, Connecting troughs by 4" pipe line to well and pumping plant not in use, £ O,R, overhauls

ing engine and pumps,

TALATfED UMM, 2lat, Connected up with new pumping plant, flow insufficient to water Bde, quickly so discontirn-
ued useing this plant, Used general supply pipes, |

22n4d, gut down iron troughs (four), alsc 4 canvas troughe, all connected to 4" pipe by cocks or

—
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WAR DIAKY FOR OCTOBER 1918, 17/11/18,

The bent girderplates of the locomotive were straizhtened
by the following method, The engine having been first packed front
and rear to prevent any movement longitudally, and firmly secured
at the sideg so that the weight might not be thrown laterally, thereby
bucling the plates, it was then raised in front by means of jacks and
the leading pair of wheeleg removed, A five-box €' x 5' x 8" in depth
(bottom covered with sand and boards lined with as bestos to prevent
firing) was then inserte” beneath the girder plates, Rellews were
used to concentrate the heat on the bent partg, and as the plates
became heated the total weight of the locomotive caused them to
gradually resume their original positions, The straightening of
the bends was well controlled by means of the two jacks in front,
it being possible to at once lower cither side to compensate for
overheating, or to raise it in order to increase and prolong the
strain, The operation was a complete success and the time occupied
by the process. was twenty hours,

Prior to the employment of the above method, another
method was tried, The fore-end of the locomotive was raised by
Jacks and when at a sufficient elevation and severely chocked,
By means of the jackse the engine was then raised a further two inches
and a Tombler insgerted,

The bent plates were then heated by means of forges and
blowers, the jacks removed and the Tombler made to collapse by means
of a long pole struck sharply by means of a heavy hammer, On the
fore-end coming down heavily upeon the chocks the entire weight of
the locomotive was thrown upon the heated bent plates, tending to
partly straighten out the bend of the plates, The process promised
guccegs but in order to completely eliminate every possibility of
failure, it was deemed advisable to employ in its place a method
whereby the pressure applied to the heated bends (and the consequent
gtrain) would be constant and capable of regulation and control,

NOCTE: On account of the very inferior gquality of the coal, wood
fuel was on all occasions used, The tools and appliances
at hand were gquite inadequate for the work undertaken,

Sketch Attached,
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HEADQUARTEKRS - NOVAMBER 1918,

L

November 1918,

AMUAN , lst, Struck camp and moved from AMMAN at 0800, Arrived at ES SALT at 1800,
end, Left &5 BALT at U740, arrived at NIMRIN 1400, erected reservoir and trougn and 2 pumps,
3rd, " Picked up watering gear and left NIMRIN 0800, Arrived ¥ile 17 (Talat ed Dumm) at 1600.
Handed over R,E, Park, JERICHO, to representative from P,L, of C, and obtained receipt,
ES SALT, 4th, Rested at Kilo 17, 5th Left Xile 17 0800. Arrived Kilo 1 opposite Reinforcement Camp,
. Jerusalem, at 1430,
6th, Left Kilo 1, 0800, arrived Latron 1400, 7th left LATRON 7”800, arrived RICHON 1300.
8th, Arfanging Camp, 9th Removing remainder of DUMP from LUTD tc BIR SALENM. Overhauling
watering gear,
NIMRIN, 10th, Replacing troughs at watering area, RICHON, 1+h & 12th cverhauling watering gear,
13th/18th, Arranging camp, drawing material, etc, Repairs to Officers Mess D H,Q,
TALAT-ED-DUNM, 16th/20th, Overhauling and repairing technical equipment, harness, s@ddlery and transport vehicles,

21st/26th, Cleaning troughs at Watering Area, RICHQN, leying out race-course for Div, Races, Mkaking
and ereciing notice bvoards for D,H,Q, Ploughing furrows round race course for a border,

JERICHC, 27th/30th, Dismantling stove for 7, H,y, and sdnt it to JAFFA and erected, Made 1 table for \,0,
' x 2' x o6";preparing for Gnrpa_ﬂummnndﬂr'a inspection,

Kilo, 1.

LATRON
RICHON,

LUDD,

BIR SALEM. 4
TAFFA,
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"A" FIBLD TROOP - NOVEMBER 1918,

| Nov, 1918,
Al AN, lst, Troop trekked from AMMAN to ES SALT with lst A, L. H, Bde,
ES SALT, 2nd, 3 "o© " KBS SALT to SHUNET NIMRIN; erected 3 troughs for Bde, watering, i
3rd, ’ ¢ " SHUNET NILRIN to TALAT-ED-DUMM after dismantling 3 troughs,
| | 4th, Remained at TALAT-ED-DUMM, bOth Trekked to Jerusalem, 6th Trekked to LATRON., 7th to HICHDH
SHUNGST vl I, ook over FPumping Plant and watered Brigade, Worked on plant from 1600 to 0300; reyairing
feed pipe on engine and filling reservoirs for watering on the dth,
TALAT-ED.DUMK, &8th, Pumping plant running 3 aours, Refilled reservoirs, Arranged Camp Area,
Gth, Di gmantled, overhauled and reaijusted valves on engine at punping plant, Plant running 5 hours,
JERUSALENM, 10th, 1 trough erected to replace damﬁg&d one, Rebullt portion of reservoir site at Watering Area,
11lth, Overhauled and repairing feed pipe on-engine, Filled reservoirs (3), General Camp Routine
LATRON, 12th, Made 2 notice boards [MOTOR ROAD ONLY) for B,H,Q. 1l table made for Troop 0,C,
13th, Twn resgervnirs at Watering Area strengthene? with sandbag anchorages, General cleaning up of
Plant,
RICHON, 14th, Made and painted 1 cross faor 3Ird A L. H, Bde,
15th, Limber to R,EB, Park, LUMD, for timber, Walls of reservoirs at Watering Area strengtheneqd,
Pumping Plant running well,
16th, Brected cook's shelter for troop Cook, Repairs to table for B ,H,3,, Maintenance of pumps and
troughs, |
17th, Erec ted Parrier's workshop for troop Cook, Repairs to cooking utensils for B H,Q, . |
= ‘ |
18th, Making 4 crosses for Inverness Batiery, R,H,A, Repairs to shelter for lst Regt, H,Q, i1 NyC. G

superviged the cleaning and re-erecting of troughs at bBde, walering area,

19th/26th, Continued work on crosses for Inv, Battery, R ,H.A., and an additional 3 for 3rd A L _H, Regt,
finished on the 20th, Making for lst Bde, Sports, pegs for marking oui area and hurdles (5).
General camp routine, Pumping Plant running satislactorily, |

26tn, Supervised working pirty in cleaning water troughs, Finished 7ispatchh box for Bde, Orderly
: Roomn,
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Nov, 1918,
lst

AYUN KARA, 2nd,

3rd/4tn,

Sta/6th,

7th,

8th,

9th & 10tn,

l1lth,

12th,

LUDD, 13th &l4th,

15tn,

16th/18th,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

"BY FIELD TROOP - NOVEMBER 1918,

Overhauled, cleaned and re-erected two iron horse troughs, made two cricket pitches, painted
oneé cross, Mmade and erected a number of plates for rifle rangze., Had four carpenters from 2nd
Bde, L,H, cutting salved timber for cookhouses, there being (through sickness) too few trades-
men left in the troop for this work,

r¥repared work for making enclosures on sports ground,

vvernauled and cleaned an oil engine, Put new set of clack valves on one deep well 3-throw

pump, 4waid out ground for athletic sports, Commenced making blackboard, jumping stand,
number plates and notice boaras 1or sports ground,

sinished items for sSports uround and carted same to positions and erected, arranged water area
at AYON KARA for lst A,L,H, nde, commenced work of erecting two 30' x30' reservoirs and 1 30' x
20! Lifted and relaid 0600 ft, of 3" pipe line, ouverhauled and cleaned one kerosene engine
for same area, ; |

Completed work commenced on the 6th and erected six 600 gall, troughs, canvas, rinished this
area and ready for use on the 8th, watered 1lst A L, H, Bde, in 2nd Bde, watering area on the aft
of the 7th,

made two crosses for Ayr, pattery, made forms and tables for 6th L ,H, Regt, Tables and 2
acetylene lampe revaired for 7th negt, vleaned saddlery and harness,

Laid out grountd for 2nd Bde, Horse Haces, vommenced making signboards and number plates for
same ,

Painted signhoards and number plates and made flagpoles and blackboard for racing ground,

Commenced 2 crosses for 6th A, L ,H, Hegt. krected stage for visiting concert party, vompleted
course and erected signboard, etec,, including totalisator, |

Closed down one engine supplying 2nd Bde, Water Area, Now draw all water from Tewfic say,
Thie area is now watering the feollowing, wune negt, 2nd A L, H, Bde,, N ,Z M R, Bde, less one

Regt,, 18th Bde, R, H,A, less one vattery and B A ,C, Div, irain less one Loy, At conclusion of
meeting salved movable gear,

Continued work of cutting timber and erecting cookhouses for 6th AL H, negt, made crosses for
Liv, Train,

snlarged and rearranged stage erected on the llth, made flag pole for 7th m,G,S,
rixed new buckets and new bearings on deep well three throw pumps, 17th, Completed 5 crosses

for 6th Regt, 'he bports uround not being usged owing to so many competitors: having gone on
1914 furlough, the fixtures were dismantled and salved on the 17th, wsour Sapners have been
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Nov, 1918,
16th/18th continuously engaged on Water Area, Iransport has been in constant use carting gar for Sports
(ctd, ) Bde, Ordnance vanteen etc,
19th, neturned material used on sports and racing grounds to H_E,'dump. LUDY, and selected, while

there, timber for n,4, targets, 1ook up one canvas trough at 2nd sde, watering area and erec-
ted 2 iron troughs, unly iron troughs are now being used to this area; they are 9'9* long
and 2 ft, wide, holding 1lu0 gallons each and are arranged in threes, end to end, and prove
very satisfactory for a standing camp. vot working party of 9 men from 6th Kegt, and did up
Rifle Range, 4xamined 2 motor cycles with a view to repairing,

21lst/26th, vommenced making sidecar for motor cycle, body made out of 1" dead fixed on frame made from

high wire pickets of "L" Section, ospliced and brazed back fork which was snapped; made splint
for 2nd pde, rield amb, out of #" round iron, :

27th, vontinued work on first and overhauled second cycle, Prepared timber for troop workshop;
prepared and painted material for fence around graves of the 6th A, L,H, Regt, killed in this
area,

28th, krected workshop, wooden frame with "lean to* roof 30' x 12' with 30' x 30' unserviceable
res@rvoir sheet stretched over to form roof and two sides,

29th, rinished workshop and arranged engine gear inside and fitted bench,

30th, viemed camp, painted side car, repaired cooker for p H,Q, made 12" x 12" x 12" box for Bde,
H.,., le

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT00/7666



N,Z., FIELD TROOP - NOVEMBER 1918.

Nov., 1918,
LUDD, lst to 4th, Rifle range constructed for Bde, (N,Z2,), handed over, Firing commenced, 4 O,R, making
crosses, Watering bde, v
Sth, 10 0,R, employed with Lieut, Jones ("B" Troop, lst F,S,E,) on watering area for 1lst A LN

Bde, Limber carting pumping gear for same, 4 O,R, erected stage at N,Z, Bde, Y M, C,A,

WADI HANEIN, éth to 8th, & o,R, on 1st A,L,H, Bde, water area. 4 0,R, making crosses. RExercising horses,

Sth, 1l limber carting material from S,H,Q, dump at LUDD.

10th, sxchanged 4 horses with C,M, Rifles and drew 2 riding horses to complete, 1 0, R, to R .B.
1ith, Park, LUDD, for materianls, 1l officer (Lieut, Lange) on leave to Egypt. 7 troopers att,
13th, for duty retd, to their Regts, '

14th: Heavy rain caused flood in WADI HANEIN, neceasitated removing of 4 iron troughs on watering

area to higher ground, Lieut, Lockington rejocined troop from hospital,

J5th to 17th, General camp routine and watering arrangements, 17th, Lieut, Lockington on leave to Egypt,

18th, 6 0O,R, putting R, Range in crder, 4 0,R, making targete, l limber te LUDD for timber,
19th, 3 O,R, marched in from and 3 O,R, marched ocut to S, H,Q,
20th/23rd, Krected 4'6" square revolving targets and completed range up te 500 yds,, also miniature

range and 12 targets for revolver shooting for N,7Z, Bde, shooting match, 23rd, Mr, Lange |
retd, from leave to Zgypt. making crosses, Half limber to range with covering for tar-
gets,

24th/30th, 4 O,R, making crossing, Limpber to S,H,Q, dump for equipment, Lrected Stadium at W, M_R,
Limber and 1 N,C,C, to LUDD for timber, etc, Cleaning up saddlery, camp, etc, for Corps
Commander's inspection,

€3

e
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WAR DIARY APPENDIX FOR NOVEMBER, 1918,

NARRATIVE OF ENGINEER WORK CARRIED OUT BY A,N,Z, FIELD SQUADRON,
15T SEPTEMBER TO 15th NOVEMBER, 1918.

JORDAN VALLEY -
On the lst September the distribution ¢f the Squadron was as
follows: -
Squadron H,3, at D,H,Q, I1/40,000 Jeriché 186 H34 B S W,
"A" Troop attached 1lst L H, Bde, Y28 D
"B" Broop " 2ngd L _H, Bde, 228 C
“N,Z," Troop -" N.Z,M,R, Bde, H27 C

There were also emall detachments on the Jordan bridges but these were
relieved by 36th Coy. (A,T,) oen the 9th, _
The Division was holding the Left Sector Jordan Valley
defences,
The principal work on hand was: -
8. The maintenance of watering arrangements for the
Division and attached troops, | '
b. Provision of Technical assistance on strengthening
of Jordan valley Defences,
¢, Improvement of communications, |
. The most of the necessary watering arrangements had been made,
but required considerable maintenance,

The work on defencee was being pushed forward energetically,
working parties of about 150 mep per night being employed with Engineer
personnel of about two officere amd ten other ranks supervising,

Cemmunications were being improved but some difficulty was heing
experienced owing to shortage of labour,

On 4th consequent on thw ¢,0,C, Anzac Mounted Division taking
command of the whole ¢f the Jordan valley bvefences B,G,C, 2nd L, H, Bde,
took command of the night oector and 0,C, "D" Troop became responsible
for the whole of the lMngineer work in thatl sector,

On 5th lst L H, tde, moved into reserve on the Wadi Nueiameh and
N,Z KR, Bde, moved on to Wadi Auja, B,G,C, N,Z.,M,R, Bde, taking
command of the Left Secter and 0,C,N,Z, Troop becoming responsible for
Bngineer work in the Sector, The Brigades did not exactly exchange
bivouac areas and a considerable amount of modification of the watering
areas became necessary, ; :

It was anticipated tliat the first move of the Division would be
in a Northly direction and the improvement of the main road vericho=
Auja=Khirbet Fusial now became of special impor tance, Work on this
had already been commenced under the immediate direction of the C,R_E,
Degert mounted Corps, and a considerable amount of soleing had been
laid, the bridge over the Wadi Nueiameh at H3bc and the two bridges
immediately North of thie, commenced by the second rield Squadron,
Australian Mounted Division, were practically now completed by this
unit but the approaches on two of them were gcarcely commenced,

The road from Wadi Nuiameh to Gravelly Ridge (H 11 4 N E,) was
rather badly cut up, and from thie point to the Auja was in such a bad
state ag to be impossible for mechanical transport,

From Wadi Auja to Khirbet Fusial no work had been done, On Sept,
5th a detachment of 300 E,L,C, with donkey transport was made available
and was put on the secotr Gravelly Hdge (see above) to Auja, Supervision
of one officer and two N _C,Os, was provided, The work wae pushed on
with but the removal of all donkeys except 100 within forty-eight hours
of its commencement threw it back somewhat, A tractor and three trucks
provided by "Q" Branch Anzacs assisted but was not so convenient as the
donkeys, |

%ha 36th A, T, Ce., R, &, (F,C, of C,) being short of officers, super-
vision was provided for the blinding and rolling of the sector Jericho-
Nueiameh and as the number of E,L,C, (2 Coys. less 300 men) needed on
this werk decreased tney were employed on the approaches to the bridges
mentioned abvove and in the improvement of the sector Nueiameh-Gravelly
Ridge the metalling of which was not possible in the time,

The road North of the Auja across maskerah was put in order, work-
ing at night,

As result of this work the whole of the road wag in good order
when the troops moved nor.h on Zlst oept,

leanwhile work on defences had continued and a3 battle headquartiers
built at the Abu Tellul left; - _

strong 12' x 12' dugout with good observation, Bursting course of
light railway rails ané stones, independently auppnrted aircusion of

\ RO XK XA XEF WX
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2'6" earth on a course of heavy rails, The whole very strongly

framed,
Splinter proof Bignal office for D, H,Q,
= Splinter proof for Artillery Headquarters,

A road practicable for motor traffic was constructed up to it
from the Auja Crossing and continued as a pack track to Musallabeh,

On the formation of Chaytor's Force on loth bept, the following
unite (almost equal to the fighting stirength of a nine battalion
Infantry Division) became dependent on this squadron for technical
assistance and a large amnunt of miscellaneocus work on water supply,
defences, carpentry, signwriting, etc, was added to that already
coming in from our own Divieion,

A/263 Battery R,F,A,

89th Indian mounted Battery bde,

95 )

102

103) Sections A A, Guns,

195 Heavy Battery,

2 Sections cnptured Turk 75 mm,

1 " " 5«0,
- l1st Battalion B, W (N
2nd "
38th Battalion nuyal Fuailiar;,
39th -

20th Indian Infantry Bde,
26th Machine Gun Squadron,
- The distribution of all defence material was organised through
' this office and the R,E, Dump at Jericho wae staffed and controlled
from here,

On Elat sept, N,Z, M, R, bBde, commenced the advance Northly,
followed on the 22nd by 1lst L, H, Bde, "N,Z, " ‘lroop and "A" Troop,
accompanied prigades and a temporary water point was made at nhirbet
Fugsial water being drawn from an aqueduct fed by the Ain Fusial,

EASTERLY VANCE
n r pt. the general nasterly advanve commenced, A

detachment accompanied each mounted brigade with packs carrying
explosives, water gear, and tools for rocad work, The transport
followed 20th Indian Infantry pde, up the main vericho-Ks Salt road,

At 0215 24th Sept, the oquadron 6th L H, Regt, doing screen for
the infantry reported road demolished at about six miles up tne road
from aimrin anda a detachment immediately went forward to examine and
report on the damage,

the road had been cut along an almost precipitous cliff, It
was blown out to a depth of about fifteen feet and the hole and
badly shaken ground extended for about seveniy five feet, 1t was
necessary to clear the badly shaken ground, put in a temporary re-
taining wall and then roll in big “plums® of rock, ramming all well,

tood work was done here by both mahrattas and Sikhs under their
own officers with Engineer supervision, The work was commenced after
dawn and completed at 0850. the only troop in any way delayed were
the actual working party, no delay to transpeort was caused,

The force then moved on to Anman, water points b€ing established
at s bSalt (drinking and horsge water from an aqueduct fed by the
Wadi Shaib), Am Hemif (drinking water and horse water from spring),
Suweileh (dArinking water from springs, existing stone trough used
for horsases),

un the 25th Sept, advanced fighting troops entered Amman, An
enemy force of about 6000 was advancing.from the south with threa
railway trains of ammunition and supplies, A detachment of "“B"
Troop accompanied by a suadron of 5th L_H, Hegt, and in accodance
with orders made two seriee of Lreaks irn the line a little north of
Lebvban Station, one covering 1850 ft, and the other 1450 ft,

On -25th Sept, H,Q, Chaytor's Force moved into Amman,
AMM AN

Drinking water for the forces was obtained from springs and
the railway station plant, necessary modifications being made,
Horse water was from troughs filled from the runnirng stream (too
badly contaminated for drinking water), Accese roads were clearecd

and constructed where necesgsary, The steam pumping plant at Amman
Railway Station was overhauled, injector repaired and the plant run

continuously till Chaytur'ahﬂnraa lerft Amman,
The area was reconnoitred for Ingineer stores and the mines
about one ton of explosives mostly Bet charges wase collected from the

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/7666



-3..

rajilway station including the electrically connected mine from the
water tower the leads of which had been cut by "A" Troop on arrival,

On 28th "A" Troop accompanied lst L H, bde, to junction of Wadi
Amman and Wadi Hamman, it was noticed here that the viaduct demolish-
ed by N, Z, Troop on the first attack on Amman was still only
repaired temporarily, The gap had been narrowed as much as possible
by adding to the bank and the reduced gap filled with tenporary
crib piere of sleepers, dogged,

On 30th a railway motor truck captured at Samra was repaired
and brought in and a hand trolley was repaired at Amman; these were
ugsed to examine line etc, Detachment was sent to Ziza to examine
and overhaul captured engines and rolling stock,

October---The repair of the damaged engine (Gernan) found in
the running shed Amman was completed, Work worthy of special mention
was done on this by Lieut, Lockington, N 72 E, details attached, In
addition to the main repairs shown on sketcn the flanges on the main
steam pipe at the joint with the chest were badly cracked and a heavy
collar had to be shrunk on each, the buffers both back and front were
completely smashed and hel to be replaced with wooden ones sheathed
with 3" plate,

On completion of the work on 4th Oct, the engine was run to
Ziza, temporary repairs having bteen made to the rails damaged by “B"
Troop. The curves on this line were exceptionally sharp and the
grades very heavy, A train of ammunition and war material was brough'
back on the 6th. On 7th the train returned to Ziza with wood and
water for the engire being overhauled there, this was the only one of
the three captured at Ziza which was reasonably serviceable, On
10th both engines returned with trains, On 1l3th a train was run
towards Mafrak, The line was found blocked about six miles south of
that place by thirteen trucks; these were pulled tack to Samra
thence to Amman,

On 1l6th an expedition was run to Mafrak and brought back ten
gune and much other war material including one armoured motor truck
and one ordinary motor truck, Bedouine placed three obstructions
on the line bhut rno accident occurred, Wireless rigged on the train km
kept constant touch both moving and standing, Some relling stock was
left at Mafrak. as the many damaged trucks there inveolved too much
work in clearing the line, Un 24th another train was run to Samra.
This completed the bringing in of all arms, ammunition, ordnance
stores and supplies between siza and mafrak,

The difficulty in connection with all train arrangements was
shortage of food and water; the coal found at Amman was practically
useless and though large supplies of wood were cbtained it was very
rough and the gang of thirty prisoners employed in spliitting made
slow progress, It was not practicable to run any water tower but
Amman and every engine that left for a trip had to take three
tenders (or their equivalent) of wood and water to cover the return
journey and emergencies, Numercus esmall repairs had te be carried
out such as tightening leaky tubeg and renewing packing,

Other work carried out at Auman was:- One motor workshop and
one motor lorry, jacked onte the rcecad, repaired and brought in,

Supervisicn provided for handling of explosives, ammunition,
etc; captured at Amman and salved by rail, Urdnance Dept, refused
to handle explosives or shells which had been unpacked from cases on
account of the risk of them being fused, The following were disposed
of by deteonation or were buried:=

120860 Stick Grenades
36 V“asges cordite
45 . 40 lb, aerial bombs

40 " 15 1b, " "

21 " detonators (aerial bombs)

26 " " (large aerial bombs)

12 " aerial torpedoes ‘

42 “ & a juantity loose aerial bomb detonators

43 " small aerial torpede detonators
About 2Q00 rounds gun and howitzer ammunition,
Some experimental work was done with German electrical gear,
The exploder was found very good (fused British standard bridge
through 100 ohms) much lighter than our own and more convenient to
cperate, captured detonators were found very uneven,
The armoured truck from Mafrak was repaired and among other

trips took G,0,C, and staff to Zerka, This truck seated about
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fourteen persons, was fitted with two machire guns and loopholed

all round, dual drive, four espeeds forward and four reverse, electric
gstarting and lighting, The Accumulators were damaged beyond repair,
but the engine, after overhauling, was quite satisfactory and was
congiderably used by us,

Un D,H,Q. moving to the hills +east of the Wadi Amman a motor
road had tn be constructed up out of the valley, 1lurkish prisioners
were used as labhour,

On 28th tha_nadJaz flag was ra1aad in Amman,

On 1lst November H,q, Chaytor's Force marched out,

uring the month the squadron had become so weak that it was
only with great difficulty that work was carried on, For week
ending 1l3th vctober seventy men were evacuated, for week ending 20th
October thirty-one, or one half the strength of the unit in a fort-

night,
RETURN Tﬁﬁ%

On 2nd Octovper "N,Z," Ilroop had accompanied N,Z M, R, sde, en
return trek and "B" Truup accompanied 2nd L _H, bde, It was necess-

ary to make all watering arrangemerits en route as far as Jericho,
Un arrival here the ode, areas were salved and surplus gear returned
te R, B, iump, ror the remainder of the return trek to Hichon area
existing watering areas were used, necessary modification being made,
Ihe Brigades arrived at the nlchun area on 1l3ith,

Chaytor's rorce ceased to exist 3rd nNovember 1918, Jericho
R, s, bump was handed over to 30th A,T, Coy, for P _L, of C,

Anzac D,H,Q, and 1lst L_H, nde, less one ragiment reached Richon
arga 7th mﬂvambar
RICHON AREA

On arrival the wadi aanein area was taken cover by "BR" Troop
and with the assistance of "N,Z " Troop the three engines wer run,
necessary modirications ot the area were made to water two Brigades,

Forty stretchers were made for Field Ambulance and a house
altered to serve as a hospital, the sick rate being still very high.

On arrival of 1lst L_H, Bde, their old watering place Scuth West
of Richon Village was renavated engine overhauled and the water
point re-established,

Supervision was nrovided for the construction of two Rifle
Ranges and two Sports Grounds,

(8gd.) J, W, Rule Jones, Lieut I
Commanding
A, & N,Z2, Field Sqdn,

cosnme APPENDICES «-=ee

I, Statement of wastage and reinforcements,
2, Diagram showing main repairs to captured Engine No,l and
description of same,
3. &, Photograph of captured engine No, 1,
b, Photograph of captured armoured motor truck,
¢, Photograph of captured motor truck No, 1,
d, Photograph of No, 1 Bridge Jericho-Aujah Road, similar in
design to Nos, 2 and 3,
e, Photograph of partly repaired break in Jericho=-Es Salt Road,
The whole of the road in the foreground had been Ademolished,
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