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;A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN CORPS WIRELESS BECTION.

FORMATION OF UNIT,

Soon efter the arrivel of the Australian mein body of troops in France,and

whilet occupying the line in the vicinity of Fleur - Baix,it wes decided, in order to

bring the Australien tpops intdkx line with the British to edd to the nersomnel of
each Divisional
Signal Coy,a Wireless gection consisting of 6 men and 2Wireless sets,

l;"'"*" During April,May,end June 1916 avvlications were called for by A.D.Signels
=0 g
i 18t Anzac,acting under instructions from iﬂ Army,and men were selected by 'hhé o's ¢
ﬁ Divisional Signel Coys.

These men,in almost every cese were drawn from Infantry Battelione and were

«cted on account of having some knowledge of Wireless either on the onerding or

the electricd side,

They were 1st sent to 2nd Army Wireless clesses- Chateau Cuckoo - for training
about Anril 1916 and at interwels therecefter to Zuytpeene, Both these nlaces were
adjacent to 2nd Army Headquarters et Cassel, :

i The courses of instruction were generally of about € weeks duration and were
almost exclusively for Trench Warfore, They compriseds-

! Indoor training in opereting.

é " intensive training in ciphering,

5 Troining in special Wireless procedure,

4 Lectures on elementey principles of Wireless,illustrated by simple

demonstretions end experiments,

5 ﬂnna'bi'uc'binn and repeir of small Wireless sets,

6 Outdoor schemes of practical work with trench Wireless instruments,

including ordinery line work end stepping up tetics for use during edvence,

At the end of the course written examinetion were held on each subject and ren-
orts on each man reained rfnr record,

The instruction we good,andthe instructors very keen and enthusiastie but at
that period the instruments vere very unrelieble, The trench sets used were either a
combination of the Stirling Transmetter ( 50 watt ) and 1mrk 1 or mark 2 Receiver, ,’
of & combination known aeg the B, F.8et, This set was nothing more than o clumsily con- 1
structed and very innefficient toy, but not withstanding this fect the men took o great ;
interest in their work,and by the time the € weeks of inetrgetion hed expired,every men

had attained a high degree of efficiency at least so far as the preliminary training

rned, The real training was received later during active operajions on the
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Somme and elsewhere, .

The lectures on the elementery »nrinciples of Wirelesz by Corp'l Ferguson R,E,
were narticularly interesting end nroved @ wélcome chanke from the incessent monotony
of leammwEme-ciphering and Wireless »rocedure,

During July the sections,which by this time had been eduinned and sent to their

resnective Divisions moved Soutlwards into the 5th Army area end came under control of

Lieut,Middle R,E.(ettached 1st Anzac)
1stSOMME OFFENSIVE 1916.

During t.im early nart of July nremerations were being mide for the onerations
ﬁ Pozieres,consequently & party of 4 men were detailed to man a directing station
at ALBERT and remeinder sttached ist,ond,end 4th Bikxk ausirelivn vlvisw.ons With Ine-
truments and gear for menning 2 stations per Division,

The Directing Station was equinned with & Tilson - IBrk 3 set,and was situated,
{8t near a ruined factory in Albert anc shortly after:;;:;.gted to TARA HILL which became
Headquarters of Division in line,

Here, an enormous amount of difficulty was experianﬁed owing to fact that no pron-
er arrangements existed for charging and mAntaining accumilators, The accumulators
were provided charged by Army, but on discherge had to be @é¢ther sent back to Army or
charged on any circuit which might be aveilable, It was ppactically imnossible to
keen iqstrum_ﬂn‘bs and accumlaetors in order,

Sarg:_ian'b_.l-hrper.twho was then electrician to the Corps Section deserves speciel
nfﬁisa for the manner in which he faced the almost irmossible task before him,but al-
though he worked night and day improvising end superintending work generally,yet,
with the lack of organisation which then existed,added to the fact thet ( so far as the
trench sets were concerned ) the instruments were not fitted for the work,it was found
difficult to mrintein communication by Wireless even though the operators themselves put
forwerd every effort and carried out their duties with enthusiasm,

Lieut, Middle,too, did all in his nower to improve metters but he had no definite
linu‘ on which to work, The Wireless Sectione et that time were " Nobody's Children "
Nobody owned them,nobody wanted them, ---- They were regarfled os sn exneriment at =
time when everybody wes too busy to svare time, or take riésks by experimenting,

On July q the ettack on POZIERES took place, One station wes erected at
SAUSAGE VALLEY in en old Germen dugout and another detailed to ddice up & position near
CHALE~PIT which was then Advanced Brigade Headquarters,This last party under Sanver

( now Lieut,) Boyce showed grot determination in henging on in their position, repeir-

ing | .
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masts and eerials etc under, particularly heavy shell fire, They were eventually forc-
.g:',.ar'u.-f'?:-‘ £

ed to av&ctﬁ.e"'l'after having had ‘theirqstaiiun gear destroyed or rendered useless,
ngh‘b:”c.he‘lﬂl SOMME operations the meﬁ displayed the greatest courage and enth-

usiasm bat,although in several cases Wirelese didkx quite good work, yet, it did not

comeé up to expectations, and in certain quarters was considered an unnecessary sddition

to the Signel service, However, considerable experience wes geined by the operators, ‘

and after due consideration of the circumetences under which they had to work,they

acquitted themselves creditably .
YPRES SEPTEMBER 1916,

During Septuber 1916 the 1st,2nd and 4thAustralian Divisions moved into the 2nd
Army area in the vicinity of YPRES.

Wireless personmel wxx were withdrawvn from the Div,8ig,.Coy's end placed in charge
of Lieut,( nov Captain) Broadwood R,E, , as a CORPS WIRELESS SECTION, '

Corns Directing Station was situsnted at RENINGHELST and Divisional stations at
Brigede or advenced Brigade positions at various poimts in st Anzac area,

By this time most of the originel B,F, sets had been recalled and 2 set of the
same Uype but of betber desipgn end construction, called the Trench Set issued in its wk=
place, This im;:rnvnd, the working greatly and ensured Wireless stations alweys being
in commmication unless,of course,aericls were destroyed by shell fire etc,

Under the new arrengemente of pooling all Divieiomal Wireless opere.tors,the 0,C,
Section was able to exercise more careful supervision over the working generally,

The supply end issue of stores and cherging of accumulators ceased to present diffic-
ulties, A " Ballot "™ k,w, charging set was installed and 2 worksho» opened at
RENINGIELST., Fresh supnlies were obtained from »snd Army., A 30 cwt Lorry wvas also
nut at the disposal of the Section by Army,and all stores,rations etc delivered at a
central position ( YPRES ) at regular intervalc, conaidarablé:;:ariﬁaver,s'l'.ill
experienced in inducing the Signal Service to Accent »&nd make full use of Wireless
as part of their scheme of cormunicatichs.

Dur ing the months of APRIL,May end JUNE at ZUYTPEENE Wireless school, in
addition to Wireless classes,men were being trained in use of a special instrument of
French design end construction,which was snoken of ag I.Ta The most an outeider

could learn of this I.T, was that it was = system whereby conversations over Phones

or Morse end Buzzer signals could be intercepted, Gertair;;pezl-aaﬁﬁel were being trained

in the use of these instruments,mostly men who spoke German, The T .Ts proved to be the I

instrunent now lnowmn universally as the Amvlifier and was then in a VOTY ERams I

;
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and crude state, Investigations eand exneriments were however being carried out in varia-

us quarters and at 2nd Army under Cant Wright R.E. , the Wireless workshon staff were

very busy designing and constructing experimentel apraratus, The French designed a

new instrument which embodied most of the points of their previous Am»nlifier but

which was not one quarter the size and worked very efficiently,

L
Thilst the Section was at RENINGHEBE,some of these Interpteter operators were

sent to man a likstening post mear HILL 6/, Numerous Gerrgn conversations and Buzzer

meseages were picked up at this place and the informption received was a valuable nat-

ure, In addition research work was xx ecarried out by Lieut,Broadwood,who often spent

-l-_mu‘:- o

days at the post experimenting with various armratus,

THE REORGANISATION OF THE SEGTION.

During Sentember 1916 it was decided to reorgenise the 18t Anzac Wireless Sect-
ion and further annlications were called for from units wnder st Anzec.

The entire section was recalled from the line and sent to the »nd ARrny Wireless
School at ZUYTPEENE for reconstruction, Up to this time the Sections had been controlled
by R.E's and it was considered adventegeous to male it en Anzac Section throughout;
consequently an Officer wes transfered from an Australian Unit to take over +the work
of reorganising the Section, The Officer choseh wes Lieut.R.Willinson 4+h Pioneer
Battalion, Lieut Wilkinson in co-overation with Lieut,Broadwood immedietely set to
work to have the meﬂ_’lchurnughly trained in all subjectsx likely to be of any use to
e Section of this kind, By the addition of the <€ men selected from various Anzac
wmits the strength of the Section ves ineressed to L By

‘The original members o” the Section Wwere instrumental in faciliteting the
training and did all that lay within their pnﬁer to help the new comers, The general
scheme so far as practical work was concerned,wns to place 1 member of the old Section
in charge of a varty of 2 or > end correct working or advise where necessary,

A special feature of the course was the series of lectures on nrincinles of
Wireless by Lieut,Broadwood R.E.,. These lectures illustrated by simple and convine-
ing exverinments and dmmnnstratiun,ware the means of giving the men a thorough grounding
in the theoretical side of Wireless, ©Perhans the most intareatinéiectur% of the
series were those dealing with the ‘Uﬁlve,‘ its history, action,and annlicetionas an
Amplifier, rectifier,and generator of high frequency, The O, W, set was then in it's
experimental stage and the exmct principles on which it wor ked were, to the majority
of The Section very little understood, but as the result of thase lectures, the mystery

EB ule - 1 7 ] L
- L I
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fx Indoor training comprised:-
Lectures on nrncedure,\cnnatant npractice in cinhering )a.n-:i buzzer ?'!I‘E.G't':iﬂﬂ.
A rather effective indoor substitute for station work,during wetl weather,was
arranged as follows:-
In & large room several parties were arrsenged, each groun or party represent-

ing a TWireless Station, %These groups were each provided with & buzzer and were contpll-

- __-_-—a-—--un——-nu-——-‘

ed by & Directing group which took the nlace of a Wireless Directing Stetion, Hash
stabion had it's entire office staff:- Operatorsfirher Clerk etc,and carried on in the
same vay as if meming an actusl Wireless station, This scheme was very effecltive in
showing how very necesszy it is to Reve proper controlxm in order to cut down Jjamming.,
Breaches of procedure detected end corrected by en instructer, were duickly traced to
the vroper sourse,end a few minutes explanation by the instructors was far more effect-
ive in correct ing the error than a greet deal of energy vainly eXpended in abusive

cross-talk between stations,via Wireless,

The outdoor training was similer to that cerried out at previous schools,but
in this case speciasl attention wasdireted to stepping up tectics which would come into
oneration ahuuld_ the warfar%sauma & mobile character,

Apert from the technical training,the men were also thoroughly trained in
Militery Discipline, and a general smaritening un resulted., During the course, :ﬁoﬂ/&‘“—"’
Australian Interpreter Operators,who had been atiched to Imperial Units joined the Sectim
These men had previously been sent to G.H Q. for a course of instruction .and pending
the formation of the AnzaSection,had baenjenngageﬂ on duties in varioue narts of the line,
attached to Royal Engineers, |

During November,the Section was completely ecuinned with all technicel gear by
and Armuy and orders received to nroceed southwards to joih 1st Anzac which by this time

hed moved to the sSomm,

FRICOURT - BULLECOURT 1916 -1917.

Lieut,Wilkinson left ZUYTPEENE en . to arrange details of position |
Rlipan S Aﬂ‘“ﬂw,. |
etc,and on y - the mntire Sectionmoved by motor bus to the SOIIE, The journey,which 3

occupled 2 days,was rather in the nature of a picniec, Lieut,Wilkinson met the Section '
about half way end gave instrudtions to proceed 4o FRICOURT about & miles s of ALBERT,
During the evening of the 2nd day the Section arrived at FRICOURT end slept for the

night in whatever accomodation was hendy., The following day deteils of duties were

arranged end perties detailed to hute end dugouts, The Engine was inetelled and Drovis-~

ion '
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mede for charging sccumulators end repairing indtruments ete, The eccomodetion wes
rngl"End the landscape mnﬂ'b:izspiring - Just & collection of hutqfand dugoutd amongst
the ruins of what}md onceé been & bemtiful Cheteau,- A maze of broken and bettered
trenches croseing and recrossing E.mongﬂ‘tél host of shattered tree stumps end everywhere
l ‘” €he canity foort E
mid and shell-holes, This was thex home of the Suctiqn during the end of 1916 and \17, '
but itw was their home and before many deys had passed everybody was comfPortable,
Within the next few days three stations were put out, 1 tremch set at a position
between SERPENTINE DUMP and NEEDLE TRENCH,another trench set at Brigade Headduarters
e ﬁm Véﬂf% and directing stetion with a Tilson set at LONGUEVAL, Signals
were good all round,b t,owing to the conditions wnder which the men had to work and the
difficulty experienced inkeening the sets insulated and the nositions dry,it eventually
became very difficult to work with any degree of certainty, It was not thet the wrong e
Dositions had been chosen,they were the best it wa- possible to obtain but at that time
every dugout snd shelter was the same, The whole district wa: lmee-deen in md and wate
However, the stations kept fairly good commmic#ionand several messages weresent
and received,marticularly betwveen - Vael 7. and LOHGUE‘FAI%Vhich had a direct telephone
line to FRICOURT,
The working was necessarily ﬂ].t:ir'i!e:1r but not unduly E?Evring to fact that ewerything
had to be enciphered,and cinhering in & crammed dugout with weter half way up to the
nees and conditions geherally about as miserable as They possibly could be,was duite a
different thing to ciphering in a warn class-room,vhere there was no necessity tb get
out several tidmes during the day and night to reprir aerisls broken by shell-fire,
The school did little more,really,than premere the men for the work they leamt,as such
fork cen only be learnt, under Active Service conditions, i
As time went on the operators benﬂmq'&nora vroficient and mistakes and delays were

reduced to a minimum,
A

A press set was also inetalled at FRICOURT and official English,French,and Cermen
nress intercented, The French and German was transleted by Interpreter O-erators end the
whnle,f‘nrwarded,une cony to each:-" g Sfaff,ﬂ..D.Sigrmlﬂihnd Inteéligence,for informet-

ion,

On December 20th 1916 2 oneratorsweres sent to & position at CHEESE RC&D (4 compeny

leadquarters near FLERS) with an Amplifier and Power Buzzer, Power Buzzers were also
placed at flanking Battelion on 1 side and flenlding Compeny onk the other, This was
the first time tha‘b Power BuzzergAmplifier system of commmication wes used by 1st Anzac,

Dnd i - : » " "
n this vosition it »nroved to be 80 successful thot it wae adopnted as a regulgr for-

ard systen,
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Mot only were the Compaenies and Battalions able to keep in communication but
essages were also intercented on the Amplifier from neighbouring Batialions,vhich enabled
the Qommander of the formption to which the Amplifier was atteched, to keep himself in-
sormed of the situation, A compnlete diary was lkept by the operators who recoreded everytn
ing overheard, In this way it wae vpossible to Police all the lines in the vicinity and
it was found that conversations of a most iﬁ;izﬂmting nature were carried on in forward
ereas, Immediete sctionwas taken by Corps and in conseduence conversations became more

L

svaerded and every effort was made to prevent any information reaching the enemy through

7this channel, How dangerous it was,was proved by fact that CHEESE ROAD Amplifier
poet several CGermn Messagee were intercented, It is highly nrobeble that the

Germanse elso had Amplifier ’pl;s in the vicinity and had used them to advesitage in getting

informa$ion iP.' comnection with releif of units ete,

~ uring Jenuery considerable alteration took plece in the disposition of the stat-
ions,the general nolibey throughout being to nlace o Wireless Station in a nosition cent-
ral to various Brigedes or Battalions cs the cese might be, Owing to shortage of

instruments it was impossible %o nlace even one Wireless station &t each Divie ion and

Brigade, Dositions chosen were generally adjacent to report centresor even test dugouts
/

!

so that should line commmication fail in any one direction messeges could be tran-

mitted by Wireless to station nearest addressee of message,or sent +to directing sdation

to be disposed of by Division,

Wirelees had now reached the stete when it was considerecd necessary to attach a

2nd Officer to the Section for the murpose of carrying out training ete, The 0fFficer

choeen for the position was ( lete) Lieut,H,V,Mmsters ? B'n, About thid time i%

was decided to hold classes ot Corps Wireless Headquarters FRICOURT for murnose of
instructing Batielion Bignallers in the use of the Power Buzzer and Amplifier, ©Each

class lasted about 4 days and was composed of about 12 men dravn from verious Batt-

alions, The cﬁfrﬂe we.e ridiculously short but the men took a great interedt in the

worlk,

Farly in Feb i : :
Buzry February,Wireless stations were installed at MARTINPUICH and LESARS

Pow .
ower,and Am»lifier stations were also placed at these,and other Brigede and Battalion

T}ﬂﬂ = w -_":'. = -~ - -
positions in the area and a commlete chain of Wireless commmications,linking u» Batte

almna,Brigadea, and Divieion was broucht into operation, The Amplifier at LESARS

had been nreviously nutm out Lo nurpoge of intercenting Germen,but owing to fact

that very little was intercepted and »ersonnel were urgently required to comnlete
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chain of commmicetions,the post was converted into a Battalion Power Buzzer - Amp-

lifier station, Excellent results were obitained,but on February 23rd the German X

evecuction comenced and the whole scheme had to be altered,

EVACUATION OF BAPAUME.

When the evacuation commenced, the directing station was pushed forward feom
LONGUEVAL to MARTIVPUICH and Power Buzzer -Amnlifiier parties sent Lo new positions
) talken up by our advancing Infentry, The station at LESARS ceased to funmction cs
- & forward station,but still remmined open for S8.0.5. Trench setd were held in
,  readiness 1o be pushed forwerd cs soon 28 nositions were taken up,and directing
gtation at MARTINPUICH warned to lkeen & speciazl wateh both for Infantry and also
Cavalry stations ;:iae iigh‘c. come into omeration at sny time, During these operaions
the Power Buzzer- Amplifier stations were ablep to keep in touch with one another
throughout. the whole =dvence,and at the same time remain in communication with
the. rear station which kent a sharn look out for 8.,0.5 signals from all forward
stations, | Meanwhile, trench sets vwere moved with Brigﬁd&a,to each new position
occupied and kept in touch with directing station durigg the whole *;Eriur:’.' These
semi-mobile operations continued wmtil about the 22nd on which date the directing
— station took up & nosition at the MONUMENT,outside BAPAUME,and trench stations were in
stalled with Brigades which by this time had advenced some milee beyond BAPAULE
and were carrying out minor overations,premaratory to & general atteck on the zfin
HINDENBURG line,

on March 26thH.Q. of Section was moved from FRICOURT to the MONUMENT near

BAPAUIE 2nd =1l stores and persormel treneferred to the new position, During April
and the early.part of May several minor operations were carried out with more or less
success, Wireless s#mtions were pushed out to NOREIUL,BERMIES and MOCHIES and
,  directing stetion to VAULX-VRAUCOURT, The station at the MONUMENT however did not
move but carried on as Army control station, directing the work of Corps,zssisting
| where necessary,and emrciaﬁaé supervision genercallyover Wirelees corrmnications in
the Army area,
Throughout these overations which lead up to the now famous battile of

BULLEQOURT the whole Wireless system worked excellently. In the forward positions
_‘bhi Power Buzz€r - Amplifier commmications continued without & break and on seversl

occasions was the onl¥y exieting means of commumnications with resar, The spirit

of the men throughout these omerations was excellent, Their courage and tenscity,
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their skill and common sense, was in & large measure responsible for their success,

=]

‘ a success whidh nlaced the 1a:'b Anzac Section emonget the foremost Wireless Sections of

the British Amy.

? PERIOD OF RESI.

‘“@ on May 23rd the Section was religved by ixm Wireless bth Corps and advanced

| carty sent to EENENCOURT near WARLOY to prepere = cemp, By the 26th the entire Sectim
had m-r;d to HENENCOURT to enjoy & well earned rest, Up to this time Wireless had

— been = specicl branch of the 3ignal Bervice, with 2 separate organieation, but,

F owing to fact that it had now passed beyond the experimental stoge and reached 2 point
where it could no longer be regard ¢ as a subsidiery,but es & reguler meens of comm-
ﬁica‘bim in the field,it wes decided to abolish the Army “ignal Comvenies as such
and to add a Wireless Section as an integral part of each Army, Corps and Divisional
Conpeny,mn | Consequently the Wireless Section Tormed in 1st inzZec as mart of An
Army Wireless Communy was, as temporery meesure,atitached %o " K " Sigal Compeny
a8 the Tireless Section of the lLatter,

The Wireless Sections of the Australien Divisions were formecd by transfer
: _ toeach Divigional Bignel Compeny of 9 overaters Iron the Corp Secubon, In order to
— increaseithe number of skilled Wireless onerators with & Division, and to bring the
~ strength up to establishment of 18, 9 office telegrenhists were transfered to respective
Wireless Sections from the H,Q, of the Signal Cormanies, The Training was arranged for
an@ provision also made as onnortunity offered for training of all 0ffice Telegraphists
and Prigade Section pioneers in the practical use of Wireless instrumends,
The training wa carried out, in the first place by the Oorps Section but later,
~when a Wireless Officer was apnaigted to each Divisisnal Signal Coy, treining was cerr-
iedout under Divisional arrengements, The Section ellotted to Cobps Signal Commeny
consisted of 2 sub-sections one of which provided the nersomel necessaryg for 2 direct-
ing stations and for repeir anfl overhaul of instruments end accumiletors ,the other
’ _.*l:.he comnlete nersonnél necessary for 2 listening posts, The 0.C.7ireless Section,
1- Corns Signel Coy,inx addition to hds duties as 0,C,Section,was apnointed to act as
Staff Officer for Wireless duties to A.D.,Sighals,, He was responsible Tor inspection

}- end coordination of all Wireless work and training throughout the Corns,for the super-

| vision of supnly and allottment of Wireless stores to Divisions, and for the renair

{ and upkeep of all Wireless apmaratus, All matters regarding technical deteils of

~ Wireless work, teaining, or equipment,could be submitted to him by 0'sC,Divisional

Signal Qoys,for advice, These changes were brought into effect during June and July
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Dur ing the previous © monthe the Section had made rapid strides and had carried
out their work in & very crediteble remner. Tt had been o decidedly uphill fight
in the beginning,owing to shortage of instruments,sand owing to fact that Wirelese had
never really been proved, but asmxthe result of theenergy, enterprise and determinsation
- of the 0,0,section,and the initiative and enthusiesm of the men themselves,the worl
was comnletely successfuland TWireless took its nlace as o recognised branch of the
‘ Signal Service. Owing to the shortage of pversonnel, it was very often necegsary
for men to remain dn forward pfations Tor weeks,or in some cases months x on end,
in positions where it was extremely difficult even to sunpnly them with rations,
in some of the very forward positions, Amplifier mxsx noste etec, where it was necessary
oving to the nature of the work to establish themselves sometimes in HO 1ANS LAITD,
" the work called for the greatest courage and perseveranceé in order to achieve any
results, But the work wes alwveys carried out,
The sunnly and transport of accumulators and other working stores to these
* positions presented problems which were only solved by the ampzing effor % nut forwerd
]"’by' ell renks, Perhaps the best evidence of the work earried out by the Seetion
during this veriod lies in the fact that no less than 9,out of 2 total of about 4’5’
men were decorated for acts of gallentry during the operations, The day orewious
to the sub-sections being sent to their resnective Divisions, the entire Section

was ordered to parade before the Corps Commander,General BIRDWOOD,who personally

Amnlifie-r schools end giving demuna‘bre.‘binna before the staff or Australien Divisions

until July 26th on which date 'the cemp was moved to MORBECQUE near HAZEBROUK,

= The schools were continued in the new nosition and % 211 sectione brought
up to establishment by 2nd Army, Exveriments and trials were elso carries out
with C,W. sets and the new growmnd antennsce sete, The latter did not Prove Success-
ful owing to fact that they were toox easily jammed out and for furwerd Woric were not
nearly so reliable as the nower buzzer - ammlifier combinetion,

On Sentember 2nd Wireless Statigns were taken over from2nd Corns and on the

¥

5th the Section Was moved Lo the sTONE SIDING near RENINGHELST, The directing station

was established at DICKEBUSCH and trench getsg erecled at YpREg BIRR CR0OSS ROAD d
[ ] & ] :Ln
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-~ HALF WAY HOUSE. The A et inzec had teken over the line from 2nd Corps and preparations
] ‘ :E being made for e continuatiéen of the offensive in front of YPRES, |
Although the Diviesions had been brought up to establishment, yet it was found
thét the number of sets nrovided would not ellow of full use being nmpde of Wireless
" during the coming overations, Arraengements were mpde with 2nd Army for a Turther
supply of Amplifiers,trench sets etc, and each Diviesion was supplied ¥ith sufficient sets
: and spares Lo see them through, It was further realised thﬁt in order to keep the
j Divisions up to working strength it would be necessery to hold & great number of spares
in readiness,to repnlace stores lost,or rendered unserviceable during the onerations,
Alarge reserve was kept at the RAIPARTS - YPRES -, with A Sergeant in charge who issued
direct, on receint of demands [lrom Divisional Wireless (Officers and arranged meens of
' sending stores forward, Charging stations werem established at BIRR CROSS ROADS,
HALF WAY HOUSE,YPRES RANMPARTS,STONE SIDING RENINGHELST, and later at SANSSOUCI, No
strain wasexverienced on any of these charging stetions in spite of shortage of accum-
uletors end their provision was undoubtedly = ,rg;rea'; advantage ae the batteries were
‘ subject to less dammge, in transport, than would otherwise have been the case,a smaller
, carrying narty was requiked and return of batteries to forwerd stations wes much quicker,
e later the Directing station was pnleced at RAMPARTS - YPRES - and Army Control
Station menned by 1st Anzac personnel situated ot DICKEBUSCH, During the whole of
offensive overations in this area which lead up to the attack on PASCHENDALE RIDGE,
hte trench sets manned by Divisions were all in commmication with tﬁe Corps Darecting
station but several delaye in trahamigﬂion of messagee occureed,due,both to the aeriasle
being blown down by shell fire cnd inexverience on the part of Divisional opnerstors
in reading through excessive Bamning, This latter was :k;u: foult which could be only
rectified by continuous exverience in the line, Coditions in the baclk area, where

training had been carried out were totel ly different,as regards Jamming, to those

reigning in forward areas,

The Ceneral scheme during these operations, was to carry out all forward
Wireless commmicetions by means of PowerBuzzer - Amplifier,and the pleacing of trench

Tireless ®xdx stations sufficiently far back to be easily maintenined, This necess-

itated & longer chein of Power Buzzer - Amplifiers but it was undoubtedly safer than

nushing .the Wireless sets tco Pfar forward, It was found to be an easier matter +o

mintein Power Buzzer bases tha Wireless aerials in these n»ositions and in view of fact
the distences over which communication was necessary could be easily bridged by Power

Buzzer - Amplifier,the scheme proved to be a sownd one,
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This was the first time the Cor»s had carried -ut operations since the new Div-

lsional organisation came into force, There is no doubt that the work of each

J.Ig'J-.f LAt L

forward Wirelescstetion, both #n operating,expeditious despatch,and nverﬂnrﬁ:r.nr* tech-
nical difficulties,wns far below the stendard atteined when all stations were wunder +tlse
control of ,énd memed by,the Oorps personnel., This we.s,nd doubt,due to the fact
that Divisiomml Wireless Officers had not had sufficient experience and the Sections

'r had not had sufficient training amder line conditionsg  For the successful vorking of

. — Wirelese during a stumt something more is nezaﬂét:ry than actual proficiency in onerating

'~ and this something is only acquired in the line ander " shell fire " conditions which
is a vastly different prond¥sition to Wireless during " peace " warfare, On
November 15'&1. 18t Anzac wes reﬁfnd by 2nd Anzac, Corps Wireless stations were with-

s v 44
drawvn and SEc'bim:I:_ moved from RENINGHELST to BAILLIEUL. . a7 ) petcba A

#
o S -_.-l'
e : | I o ™ o
- .

-
I.* ""

HOLDING THE LINE,

|
On this front,as result of lessons learn$ at YPRES it was considered ad-

-""'lr’-rﬂ' ot Enf i '
A ik _1,_.-" u{,r"'l-i_,—'rg:\

visable to M‘béarnﬂ Directing Btation as such, &nd. ﬂlﬂ.ﬂ&,\& station at each Div-
isional H,Q, These stations were menned by Corps Personnel #nd controlled all
Torvard work in their respective D ivisional areas, As the result of this schee
: .]Eming{g&nerally the result of ls.nk of cooperation between E‘behlms svas reduced con-
siderably,and War’n.mg genmm:y shawed a decided improvement. Listening sets were
installed in wverious positions,primarily for purpose of' intercepting Germen but owing
to fact thet in this nosition it was imossible to get proper accomodation far enough
forwerd the posts were eventually used xm for Policing our own lines, In this res-
‘pect quite a lot of useful work was carried out, Here,again,it was found that suff-
fhe icient care was not exercised when snea.itmtr over "the telephone, Conversations of

an incriminating nature were intercepted and. _n:r'vmrded to A,D.SIGIALS I‘ur informetion,

Cn February 27th 1918 the Section moved from BAILLIEUL to the GAS SCHOOL on

o ———

INRA?ELSGURG ROAD, About this time it was decided to hold a Wirelese school at 18t
Anzec in order +to train Divisional personnel in Wireless in all its branches, Lieut,
Harrison Wireless Officer 2nd Divisional Signal Coy and N.,0.0's £r om each 1st,2nd,

4th and 5th Divisions were atioched to the Corns Section ag instructors, The courses
of inetruction which Commenced on imrch 5th, ineluded training with Wilson, Trench,Loop,
and Pover RBuzzer - Amplifier sets, This school continued wntil lerch 28th on which date
in view of the state of things existing on the SOINE,where the Cermenc hod forced the

Brit L 3 3 W g
ish lines baclc some 308 -»llﬂlﬂﬁ'bﬁrﬂ:ﬂﬂd a8 gtill D.d?ﬂ‘ﬂﬂjll in the clirectiun 8]
o -
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AUIENS, the Australian Corps was sent to the SO0ME to =ssist in sterming the CGerman
advance,

During March the title first Anzac ( 1st Anzac ) was changed toAustralien e
Corns, Australien Signal Sections were formed and took over from " X M Signal Coy.
The Wireless Section thus became nart of Australiasn Corps Signel Commany and title
changed from Wireless Section 1st Anzac to Wireless Section Australien Corns Signad &F

Commany,

SOMME 1018.

On the Section move! by road from the old camp and within
a few days hd esteblished themselves at ALLONVILLE near AMIENS. Directing station
was established &t Corns H,Q, VILLERS BOCAGE,and 2 rear station,erected and mmed
at VIGNACOURT with instructions to come into oneration should it becone necessary
to retire from the forward positions, The charging lorry and the main stores were
aélso left at VICNACOURT but all sreres ang instruments necessary for maintenance of
Corns and Divisional st&ions were kept at ALLCNVILLE,where workshops had been opened
end smell charging set installed, Owing Tto the complete check of the German on-
rush in this duarter,and the defeat inflicted on them in the vicinity of CORBIE and
VELLERS BRETTOHEU_X by the Australian troopsy it waes considered wmnecessary to main-

Pl o S TR .
tain the rear station at VIGH :COURT, conseduently the station wes recelled and all

atores, including charging set,wvere moved to ALLONVILLE. During liay the directing
station moved to BERTANGLES
which was now Headquerters AustralianCorps, On the

April,a very sad incident occurred, Lieut,H,V,isters,wvho had been with the
Section since February 1917 was accidentelly killed as the result of 2 motor cycle
emash, fle wvas buried at ALLONVILLE in the quaint little cemetry where a plain
wooden cross,made by members of the Sect ion,woe erected to his memory, Lieut,
R.L.Irshford was recalled from the Officer Oadet School in England to £ill the
vacancy ﬁﬁacauaed_ Throughout the ltonthe of April minor operations yXEE  includy
¢ ing raids were continually carried out by the Australien Divi sions, Right through
these onerations the whole Wireless system worlked excellently and emply justified
the confidence which was nlaced ink it by the 0's.0, Divisional Signal Coys,
Aconstant supnly of instruments wag elways forthecoming from 4+h Army and
! ' every effort made by them to supnly the Australisn Corpe with ae mich as »essibley
The Corps Wireless Workshop Staff at ALLONVILLE were,during this period,working et
— Tkop speed and it is sffelo sgy that notwrithetending the enormous strain pleced on

W

men and jmstruments,the Divisions were never really short of stores or replacements
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from this source,
The directing station at Corps Headquarters exercised commlete control over
ell stations operating in the area,and Hene able at the same timeto expeditiously
- hendle incoming and outgoing traffic from anfl to Army,Divisions,and Brigades,
A 8chool was opened at ALLONVILLE,and men from Infentry Battiions trined
in he use of Trench,lLoop,end Power Buzzer - Ammlifier sets . Hach course lasted 3
weeks end provided for instrgction of about 30 men, The instruction was carried
out by N,C.0's of the Corps Wireless Section ander the Supervision of Lieut,8.8.
Goindl aser facl oot
Gﬁpnm) ~ The=insbucbion -included lectureson ihstruments used end practicel field
work, All unnecessary details were dispensed witth during this course end in
thetr nlace special attention concentrated on points,vwhich,as result of previous
experience had been found most necessary for successful working, How the men
profited by this mehod of instrucionis best illustrated by fect,thet,in several
cases men were chosen fom these classes 4o £i11 vecencies which occured in both Copes
i o and Divisicnal Wireleas Se@tima. C.W.sets were issued to various wnits,chiefly
Artillery Brigedes,not eccording to any defined establishment,but as the sets beceame
aveilebe from Army, From the Fiesb,these sete proved very useful particularly
for forward observwtion posts owing to facts that much shorter and lower aerials
could be used then in the case of Sperk sets,and on the other hand greater distances
egould be covered, During June the older type of 0.W.instruments ( Mark 1 and
lark 1 * ) were renlgced by the 0,W, mork 3 tyne,which proved t::‘he I far the best
instruments of their type as yet issued, These sets were issued +o Corps Heavy
Artillery for purnoses of commmication between O H.A Headquarters and Brigades,
or Brigades to O,r's, This new scheme of u'aing C.W. for C.H,A.observation nosts
wasa first tried out during the ataclt on HALFI on the morhing of July bth, One
gtiion was erected at en 0.p. overlooking HAIEL end the reapy stetion et ALLONVILLE
WOCD,a distace of about 14,000 yerds, Although at the forward station.+the seriol

~ was barely abov b make | :
5 J &bove,and in some places below ground level,yet from the time he. stunt

St
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Opened until its close,the stations were in constent commmieetion and messages
of a most importent nature were transmitted in nminimum time. During this stunt

the Divisions concernedmade ample use of Wireless vwhere neceseary but owing to

——— -_—

fact that linee lasted well it was urmecessary to take full advangege of the scheme
which had been prepared, 0©,%¥. also proved extremely useful in strengthening m ':
commmications with the French who were on n;n- right, From March until the

'r beginning of Augustthe Australians held the place of hanour - the right of the
British line - and very oftmn owing to differences in methodse enployed etec comn-

"' unications between French and Australisn Corps were rendered difficult, To assist
in overcoming these difficulties,one ¢.W.station was erectd et Austrelien Corps
and another at ( Aust, ) right Division, Australien personnel were also sent
to French for attachment to31st French Corps and ( French ) left Divisional 3

: Wireless stetions, British nrocedure was used snd during n;ariod.a when flank

commmication was necessary the Australisn operators manned the sets and toolk

=
s

charge of all treffic, The scheme woriced well and excellent liaison was effected

between the » corns, The oneratore sent to the French from Australian Corns

-.E...n:l.,rr

Section were made extremely welcome and were treated with the greatest courtesy,

in fact,when liaison passed to Canadian Corps the overators were very sorry to leave.
On the morning of August 8th,the Australien troops,in co-onerstion w:Lt.h the

Canadians on the right,and 3rd British Gnrna on the lef't commenced an &'I:.ta.ck on the

whole of their front, This merked the starting point of 'l'.heﬁcolla.paa of the

:.} Germen forces, From August thex 8th until the Australian Corps was withdrawn

from the line on October 1Ath the Lroons were advancing steadily,driving the Germ-

ane before them at every step and only storping for breathing smace when thu Germ-

éns had been driven through the HINDENGURG LINE. During the whole of the period

the various Wireless stations were called upon to »ut forwerd their greatest efforts,

U BERTANGLES,but as the advance continued owing to the faet that forward stations were
moving rapidly ot was necessary to send directing station forward, forst to GLISSY
and leter to MERICOURT, Barly in August & composite force was mede up of
Auﬂtraliana,ﬁ.msricana,and vart of 1ﬁth Imperial Division, This force becane

operative on the left of the Australian Line, Wireless station were Bupnlied

by the Corps Wireless Section and attached to the Signal Section of the force,under
Jeptain Tinkler ( y.e, X On the 20th of August this commosite force ceased to
function,and operators were returned to Corne Sectionz after heving had a very r:::ugh
time in the line, The greatest d ifficulty was experienced in meintaining

(.
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statione on accouht of extremely heavy shell fire but the result s were duite good,

On August 21st responsibility for €.W,liaison with the French =again passed
tom Australian Corps, Onerators were, therefor,sent to 318t French Corps end C.‘ﬂ'.
sets with personnel established at Australian Corps Headquarters ond 5.2.nd Imperial
Division ( functioning under Australien Corpa )., This liaison continued wtil
Sevtember t1th on which date positions on the right were teken over by 9th Corps.

Australien operators were consequently withdrawn from Frehch Corpe end 32nd

- Imperial Division and CO,W. sets handed over to Lieut,Coxon,~ Wireless Officer 9th
L Corpe -, About this time the Section was moved from MERICOURT to & position

close to ASSEVkx ASSEVILLERS and directing station installed at Corpe Headduartes
at BELLOY WOOD,. Prevaratory to the attack on Sentember 29th by combined
Australian snd 2nd American Corns,the forward dump was establiched at ROZSEL where
an A.B.0O.charging eset and snare stores ﬁrere kept in charge of an N,0,0.from the
Australien CorpsSection, These storescould be supnlied on receipt of demands £xn
from Divieional Wireless Officers,and accumulators charged for Divisions or Brigades
operating in the vicinityg Previous %o the attack ¥hm a conferenee was held
at Austelian Corne Headduarters presided over by Wireless Officer Austrelian Corns
and attended by Wireless O0fficers fromAustralian and Americen Div:laimﬂ. A
thorough ?derntanding Wwas arrived at and arrangemente made to uun't.rul the working
80 that:ﬂﬂi;'iainn in turn should be given commnd of the ether during its active nart-
icivation in the operations, An interchange of operators had been effected be-
twrwen Auat:glian and American Corns in order to fascilitate working and 6 onerators

® had also been sent,3 to 27th,and 3 to 30th American Divisions to help where nec-

essary during the stumt, On the morningof September 29th these 2 Americen

GOURT, closely sunported by 5rd and %th Australien Divisiones, All objectives were
reached on time, é huura later the 3rd and 5th Australien Divisions pass-
ed through the 27th and 30th Adierican,and continued the attack, Later the 2nd

massed through and took over from the 3rd and 5th Australian Divisions carrying the
ovextions forward to a noint where it was vpossible for the Tflanking Corps to close
: in and cut the Australien Divisions out of th e line, .
The Wirelese scheme drawm un.hefnre the stunt waa. adhered to in every detail,
Twelve ( 12 ) hours before Zero,the American Divigions were given a free path and
sontinued to control the ether until zero plus 6 hours at which time ,’;rd and 5th Auste

ralian Divigions
took over, The American Divisions at this period mininmmumised
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their working and caused little interference to the stunting Divisions, Cne of

the Corps Wirelees overators,Sapper J ._O'Briqn,whu was atltached to 39&' Americen
Division during their pa.rt in this operation deserves special mention for the cred- I
iteble mennerin which he carried out his duties, He was sent out with an outmost
Signal pa.rty,lincluding linemen and Wireless onerators to ‘establish commmnicetions
from the front line, On arrival at the »osition the party was subjected to
hexyy>xRirx
heavy fire from all sides owinf to fact that ground over which advance had been made
_.had not been thotruughly monped up, Theoperator in charge of the Wireless ins-
trument was killed and the Sergeant in eharge of the party wounded, Sapner
O'Brien took charge of the party and was instrumentel in a large extent in maint-
aining the whole of the communications in this patt from the front line to the rear,
in addition to uperating the Wireless etation in his charge, He remained in frlia
position until the 3rd Australian Division swept thrnugh and carried the attack
beymd the American
nositions, In recognition uf' the services rendered on “his
occasion Sannmer O'Br ien wes subsequently decorated with the Belgian OROIX de GUERRE,
On the relief of the Australian Corps by 2nd Americen Corns,the Wireless
Section moved sout of the limerand esteblished themselves at the village of ST QUENTIN
about 3 kilometres from EU, Durmg thex fnlluw:.ng munth there was very lxittle to
do beyond making the most of the long enticipated rest. ﬂ:llﬂ?:lﬂr‘bﬂ Cormni tbe we. af ormed
in the Section,a Soccer :Ef:ntball club started, and almost every day mat ches *-;rere
played either within the Section op ageinst teams from neighbouring units,

On Ilovember &th the Section nroceeded by rosd to LE CATAEAU +to take over

13th Corns area, On the 11th November at 112 m the ARMISTIOE was signed,

D&r'bicinatfl consequence of' orders received to the affac_t th# Australien troons were

in the"yarch to Germany",ell surplus stores and stores not absolutely
necassary were handed in %o 4th Army, |

It was later definitely decided that “L]w Austiralien troops were not going
to Germany but were to occuny districts in A4th Army area inm BELCGTUM, The

Tireless Section,moved with the Australian Corps Signﬁl Coy to AVESNES and after-
wards Lo HAM SUR HEURE near CHARLEROI,
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HONOURS and AWARDS,
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_Geined by Officers,N,0.0's and men of Xustralien Gorps Wireless Section,

e e =

Ranlk when
awarded,

Authority,

e W S e i B i S e N S S iy i i g e e e e D A [ . i e S ) il W - . . W gy o W O Wy D S Vo i W Yk

Sergt

Gurp'i

|

2/Corntl

Sanner

.

Wilkinson R,
Mﬁahfnrd Rol:.
eshford R, L,
Price W,P,
McNemara L.W,
Cain J,

_Tiﬂheridgﬂ A-D-

xLongy A,
hemm lenssens F.H,

Guy J.A.

Rﬂbiﬂﬂ on W-H'

Thorncroft 2.V,

Tummerston W,

O'Brien J.W.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Corn'l

Sergt

L/0pl,

Corp'l

Cornil

2/Corn'l

Cornil

sanner

L/Corn'l

Military Cross,

Mention in
despatches,

Ifedaille
Militeire,

Military
mifeda.l,

Military
Medal,

Oroix de
Guerre,

Diatinéuiahed
Conduct Medal,

Military
Medal,

Military

Medal,

Military ltedal,

Military
Medal,

Mentio in
Despatches,

lfedaille
Militaire,

Oroix de

Guerre, (Belgian)

AJIF list of
1?.?:1?.

1et Anzac R,0.48
of 15*511?1

A IF list 168
of 27.4.17.

AJI P list of
17-7;1?-

AJJF,list 223 of
28.,8.17.,

£ "hijst serving
with 4th Divieion
detachedfr om 18t
Anzec,)

1st Anzec R,0. 48
of 1&!5!1 ?I

A I.F.list 12.6.17.

18t Anzac R,0, 48
Uf 1ﬁ|5 l‘?.

18t Anze R,0, of
1.5'1?,
i :

AJIF.list 427 of
1-1-19;

é.H.d. M.8./H/821
of 24.,4,.18. :

Australian Corps
R.0.o 7 of
12.1.19.
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