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0 1 A on freny G APPF.NDIX

¢ " . REPORT ON OPERATIONS FROM 2.10.17 to 8.10.17

3rd Battalion Headquarters,
lOi 10- 1Ti

.(1) let Aust, INF. Brigade Orders recelved stating that the Brigade
would attack at 0600 on-4th inst, and that 3rd Battalion would
attack and consolidate last Objective as shewn on Appendix I.

(2) PRELIMINARY MOVES.
2nd inst. At 2200 on 2nd inst Battalion moved out of Bivouac at
CHATEAU SEGARD and merched to ANZAC RIDGE.

" On passing HOOGE hostile Aircraft dropped 3 Bombs near
end of Column and killed and wounded about Seventeen
men of Section of 1lst L.T.i.Battery and Carrying party
attached - all attached to 3rd Battalion for attack.

3rd inst. At 0035 on 3rd inst. 3rd Battalion took over from 10th
Australian Battalion on ANZAC RIDGE with Battalion
. Headquarters at J 8 B 6 4.
5 4th inst. At 0200 on 4th inst. Battalion mwad from ANZAU RIDGE
" to Assembly tape line.,

(3) s s’ Ab 0345 Bagtalion was formed up on Tape Line ready
to assault. _
Distribution and Strength at zmo hour as shewn on
Appandix 2,

(4) '!ho Bnt.uliun moved forward to the attack at XERO (6 a.m

(6) ACTION OF mmr.
* Hostile Art.illary opened with a heavy barrage of all
callibres on our front line at 05630, but as the Tape line was a
l1ittle in advance of this line very fow casualties were sustained
by my Battalion.
This Barrage eased considerably when our own Barrage
was put down at ZERO (0600).

(6) OOR ACTION.
At ZERO (0600) our Barrage opened and Battalion moved
forward in correct order to the attack.

The first serious opposition was met with at the line of
concrete Pill boxes at J 4 B8 3 to J 4 B 87, Here the enemy
lined the reverse side of the dugouts. Owing to the width of the
top of the dugouts their firing was very high and dld not
seriously affeet our troops who closely followed our barrage.

On reaching the line of Pill boxes the enemy held out and
inflicted a number of casualties by STICK Pombs. The resistance
was quickly overcome.

During this fight, the extreme RIGHT and LEFT of my
line continued the advance. -

On the strong point falling, the enemy retreated through

our Barrage in great haste, our men following inflicting

claualtiau.

A great rnamber of men advanced beyond the RED line
in pursuit of the retreating enemy, but were brought back and
re-organised before the barrage moved on at 0810.

The RED lina was ru.ahad and consolidation started at
0700.

Companies re-wgnniud ready to move forward if
necessary.

Battalion Hudquarturu moved to J 4 B 8 6 at 0710.

.‘
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e 3 _ - Contact with 8th DEVONS on RIGHT and 8th Australian
(contd) Battalion on LEFT gained at 0710.
Touch was maintained throughout with 1lst, 4th, and
8th Australian Battalions by means of LIASTON Officers.

(7) Throughout the day 4th and night 4th/5th inst.
enemy heavlily shelled RED LINE and vicifity of Battalion
Headquarters.

- RED LINE swept at intervals with indirect Machine

Gun fgre.

oth inst. Forenoon quiet - consolidation contimed
and buriasl of dead proceeded with.

No Infantry action by 3rd Battalion on 5th inst.

(8) t At 1830 on 5th inst, 10th Australian Battalion
commenced the relief of 3rd Battalion. A heavy enemy barrage
was put down at the time and delayed the relief. -

Relief completed at 2230 on 5th inst. and 3rd
M;t;li:n moved to ANZAC RIDGE to position occupied on
ord inst.

(9) | On 6th and 7th inst. Battalion employed in Salvage
and improving Trenches.
On 8th inst. Battalion employed in burying Cables,
At 2230 - '4th Battalion relieved 3rd Battalion -
and Battalion moved to DICKIEBUSCH Huts, |

(10) The attack was successful, and operations were
carried out to timetable. ;
(11)  MISCELLANEOUS.

Rain fell prior to the move to Assembly position,
nnd“mda the goling very bad, but did not affect the actual
attack.

Further rains made movements difficult, especially
during the relief on night of 5th/6th inst,

(12) APPENDICES .
Appendlix. 1. Map showing Assembly Tﬁpﬁ Line in

Showlng Boundaries and Objective as
cons okddated. ~

Appendix. 2 | Sketech shewing dispositions on
opening out at ZERO.

Appendix. 3. Coples of Orders issued.
Appendix. 4. Details of our Casualties.

Appendix. 5. Details of Enemy Casualties - our
c¢aptures of personnel and material.

- >
i o & ?.r,.; : — = —
é; w A LT o' g f‘:f‘: & 'CL LLoR o '{‘IL- o Lt

Lieut. Colonel.
Commanding 3rd Battalion.
A.I1I.F,
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A A

-

Battalion Headguarters.
lst October 1917

REFERENCE MAP? - BECULAYRE. 13;10,000.

- (1) (2) The 1st Australian Infantry Brigade in conjunction with 20th |
. Brigade on Right and 2nd Australian Brigade on Left will attack .

! ghe enemy on a day to be notified later, |

%52 (b) For the present the line will be held by a composite Brigade

s ‘ under command eof G.0.C. 3rd Australian Infantry Brigade,

PR i S The object of the fortheoming operations by lst Australian -
Division is to capture the NOORDEMHOEE-BROODSEINDE Ridge from
the re-entrant in J 5 B to the re-entrant in D 29 A.
Objectives are allotted as follows :=-
' First - to 3rd Battalion.
4 ' Second - to 4th & l=st Battalions.

(3) Boundaries are shewn on Map issued separately to Companies.
Inter-Company boundary is the 1line J 4 B 4 3 - J 56 A 5 6.
(4) The Battalion will be formed up for attack as follows :-

A & B Companies in front - A Company on right.
C & D Companies in rear - (C Company on right.

C & D Companies will form mopping up parties, Battalion
reserve, and carrying parties.

-

L (8) The atteck will be made in twostages as follows -

(a) The 3rd Battelion will teke and consolidate the lat-
G Objective, the RED Line.
| 2 | (b) The 4th and 1lst Battalions will pass through 3rd '-
: Battalion, and take and consolidate the m:eatiw
the BLUE Line.

(¢) The pause on 1st Objective will probably be for
‘ one hour.

(6) (a) The 8th Dovom will take the 1st ﬁbjmt.iva on our R:lght... and 8th
Australian Bﬁttallon will take the 1lst Objective on our left.

(b) To ensu re tha.t. connection is maintained between flanking
Battalions special parties of 1 WN.C.0. and Six men uin be told
of f n follows =
/ To meét parties of 20th Brigade at Forked Road J 6 A 5 I
by "A" Compang. |
To meet parties of 2nd Australian Brigade at curnor of
REMUS WOOD D29 C 3 1 by B Company.

(7) The Objective will be consolidated in depth by Troops who take 11.., |
©  Camonflage netiing will be used to conmnect Trenches sand strong
points as they eape built.

"

(8) Two Sections 1lst L.T.M.Battery will be atpached to 3rd B&ttllih::;, v

{9) The importance of getting back information at all stages of the
- forthecoming operations mast be impressed on all officers. 3

it The capture of the RED Line will be announced by firing RED
b, - P Very Lights towards the rear at an angle of 45 degroces.

= L TR TITT

The capture of BLUE Line will be amhncad by firing GREEN
?ar}' L:I.ghtﬂ-

One inch VERY PISTOLS will be used.

-
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APPENDIX 1o

.k‘ﬂ' 3rd BATTALTION. A.I.P [

i OPERATION MEMORANDUM No, 2

Battalion Hendqnnftaru,
lst Detober 1917

(1) ARTILLERY.

At Zero the Barrage will be put down in depth by all calibres
150 yards in advance of our front line, for three minutes, i.e,

from Xero to Zero plus 3 mifgutes,
It will then advanee for 200 yu'ds at the rate of 100 yards

A in four minutes.

From that point to the RED prot.aeti*va barrege line (200 yards
in advance of the RED Line) it will ndvanae at the rnt.a of
100 yards in 6 minutes.

It will halt on the RED protective barrage line for abdut 1 |
hour, and will advance from that line at zero plus 130 minates at
the rat.a of 100 yards in 8 mimates to the BIUE protective barrage
1ine, (200 yards in advance of the BLUE Line),

The protective barrage will then remain stationery while
ereeping barrages in depth beyond the BLUE prnt.ut.in tmrrngo
will be carried out.

(8) 8. 0. 8.

The Night S$.0.S. Signal will be as for the last opafltiun.'l.
parachute rifle grenade fired vertically and breaking into 3
vertical lights, red over green over yellow.

The daylight S.0.5, Signal wlll also be as for hhe 1nnt
operation, a red smoke mortar uigml.

Discretion must be exerdédised in making the £.0.8. call. It ;
mast not be repeated auntomatically by unite on the flanks of the

one threatened.

A report must always be renderad by hhe Officer responsible as
soon after the incident eloses as possible, to ensure that counter
attacks may be reported to higher authority.

(3) COMMMUNICATION WITH R.F.C.

RED Flares will be shown by the Infantry in the most advanced
line when a contact patrol is seen in the air, and when a e¢ontact .
p;u.na: signals flor such flares by sounding its KLAXON Horn.

The various calls for inter-commanicatlion between Infantry
Headquarters and aircraft are as follows. They have been 1umﬂ
to the 0.C. 4th fquadron R.F.C. and all concerned.

3rd Aust. BATTALION. Code letters = M.F.Y. \
On attack day a contact aeroplane will watch thronghmt. the dt;y |
for signs of enemy counter attack. All ranks should be informed
of this. 4 N

- The fo llowing code will be used by the R.F.C. for reporting
enemy movements :-

"Enemy collecting at «.e.. " Suecession of Q's

"Enemy advanc from sees " Rg
"More thean e Battalion " LsNa |
"Less " $.N, :

Map references will be given 1in clear, mo attempt being made to
P:ln point the lecation by figures. Thus & message to say -
Enemy c¢ollecting at B.6.A, more than a Battalion"
H“ld be Bﬂnt llll"Q'Q Q. B-ﬁ-.&l L'H.n
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s | ot ' APPENDIX 18
A operation lemo . 4. -

Battalion Headquarters,
8nd October 1917.

(1) THE ATTACK. The attack will be carried out in two stages.

: : (a) Stage 1. The 3rd Battalion will attaeck the
RED Line with two Companics in the line and two Companies in
aﬁp ort. The two leading Companies will each have two lines

of skirmishers in extended order with 15 yards between lines,
with the remainder of these companies following in artillery
formation of sections. The two leading platoons of the rear
Companies advancing in artillery formation of sections will act
a8 moppers up and the two rear platoons in similar formation
will act as carriers.

The 4th and lst Battalions will move in artillery
formation. Special precautions will be taken to prevent the

rear companies of a Battalion crowding on to the forward
companies and also tomprevent the rear Battalions becoming
intermingled with the attacking Bagtalion. Until the RED

line is gained a distance of 100 yards will be maintained between
the 3rd Battalion and the 4th 2nd lst Battalions,

- ‘(b)) Stag e 2., On the capture of the RED ILine the
4th and 1lst Battalions w the 4th Battalion on the right, will
pass through the 3rd Battalion and form up under the barrage in
the lttlck formation laid down in the preeeding sub-para.

On the barrage lifting they will advance and
capture the BLUE Lind.

(¢) The mopping up ptrt..te: will be under a specifieé
commander who will be responsible for the mopping up of the area
traversed by his Battalion and will report to Battalion Head :
Quarters as soon as the work has been completed.

(2) CONSOLIDATION -
| As soon as each Objective has haan.gainad, eonsol=-
idation will commence.

Each Objective will be consolidated 1n.dapth by a
line of posts: in front of the objective, by a 1line of pests on
the ﬁbjaativa and by a 1line of posts 1In rear of the objective.

. In carrying forward material for consolidation
purpuaaa, special care will be taken t® bring forward rolls of
Camouflage netting to conceal tranches and strong posts as they
are constructed.

Companies will aitlblish.thﬁmaelvua ag follows :-

"A" and "B" Companies on and in advance of RED Line.
"¢" and "D" Companies just in rear of RED Line.

"¢" arnd "D" Companies will each detail 10 other

ranks to repobt to Battalion Headquarters at 1900 on 2nd inst -
to be attached to Section L.T.M.B. for carrying duties.

: | (sgd) Cecil J. Clifton

1 Lieut. & Adjutant,
\ ord Battalion. A.I.F.
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