AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Infantry

Iltem number: 23/4/19

Title: 4th Infantry Brigade

April 1917

WM4-23/4/19

>

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT100/7944



WAR DIARY

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
(Erase heading mot required.)

Summary of Events and Information

\$ ] {14
iy 7 5CC tifChtﬁ
- A K L[ 'li{;ti

ﬁUR\q- U)mdmd OR |,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

BIE.F\’ILLEES L G b

Hh $.30. Bu HAQ.
U!L; &dlxl‘

M- -# 'q P .
b< | ( S lu 'auu
{1 ol e

1ile fave seb i
{LIHC { 1 b L«Liﬂ (/

1u f H{'fj .Ejf ‘t*[

H4-c 2.9. Wﬂ:
15‘3« 5. 16'?"-

RCDIG1007944



| Mﬂﬁhﬂ:ﬂs regar War Diaries and Intelligence

| Summaries mtﬁtﬁﬂamed in F. 8. Regs., Part IL
| and the Staff Manual respectively. %ﬂ

L will be prepared in manuscript.

WAR DIARY
or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

itle pages
(Erase heading mot required.)

Summary of Events and Information

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

. \of& I""_
-‘é‘m »é-.

| ‘1(:3:11 DIL M‘ 7 (e Y Aueand

ﬂLQuwd 'ﬂ ./amu:.;l uu[b c,wd(a FAYRELIL O4 ‘3 7/&/17.
WJ m U)cmuh.d oR. §

Tlﬂg |Z B’“—‘- M,tﬁ Viehens C\’J.D%M /\gjamdl l«t 5‘9'54‘

m fu1 - b

A pw.d.u m&m 6R. 0. W )

, ‘ \-lmor;.u UR LlNF:.
G,-‘-«.(S;W Ao cb\.un 51/;_':1:0”" &

S«mwdﬁ Gek. CR . wucm 0. 24,

RCDIGTO0/7944



DIARY

WAR Army Form C. 2118 |
}ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁ' & ﬁewﬁ’m it INTELLIGEF{SE SUMMARY. *
prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading mot required.) |
?Phae Date Hour Summary of Events and Information to
) No Nokeo 1L 1/ " m c;;&:g,dn atacked | e M'W“ﬁ ‘Ir 45 ﬂ’l‘i .
% Cloc.n. /@/‘7 EYHE(? | fv,u) Luw u/m% (Fmﬁ L(ﬁj MZTLLA J | j w a l
} - ..' i;bj < &:U“ F("\ /{Tﬂuj’i Cf.n,.d U SH®.
o " o | Ui G ks ovt |y
| e YW jw 40 /WJ baek . % U{I?OVF QchﬁJA : Hﬂ )
¥, | | : r&ﬂﬂ 0 eupded lu :. weods  oog f') ?Llldl ” o
\E ! Cﬂﬁuaﬂﬁa @:MW [% 21 wf; 1 el dmlj fu1 L | »
‘ 1 T[ﬂ,“"t ﬂﬂ['-ﬁ} 23| 507 2650 in‘-‘ (L"MM
Bt ek Jo i
' ﬁﬂ"w‘f" 77 FAVRELIL OAsml.
| l?ﬂuh:r 22 30
ﬁaﬁa'rz oy : _ :
lW’?‘ I 'T[m 9/‘-* : MU Wwohed flmu ]ﬁn FAVRELIL (Ouea fi(lﬁu» Tl Bﬂpﬁ OME
4o AL - l{uuxu ZLL] ’Lwﬁ e edh 4o MA DLE(TI'F. chéu, (Rﬁtw TS
' »’ Lot
)ulf dﬁl \ [U.EJ.A L"vlll -1 U'Lbd GJ [L&H : ’Bﬂ, {[lw.q ‘-'[_ L 6.' flt!. u‘*‘] Ud’) gl,«{ tR S'
'—hu.ﬁ dﬂl{ CELU/L(U Bbbdu’fhd adduessed ﬁ; al | ﬁ’],u Cle d
“j(“Wd"” ! %ud 0 o W“Pi /[I_’LD & 4.1! e{ wﬁ Wk ’j
A5834 Wt Wagy3/M687 750,000 816 D.D.&L. Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13 -~ A LUA.ﬂ QU-C «EL“I.M&I ‘.]./fj J}Lth \_‘5 WL’{! W:'}'

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG100/7944



ions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Enmm:mam gntamed in F, 8. Regs., PartIi. :
the Staff Manual respectively.
1 be prepared in manuscript.

Title pages

WAR DIARY

or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
(Erase heading mot required.)

Army Form 0: -2i_1-8.

o

= 0 A A I L
references to

(R e ! bete | Hou Summary of Events and Information i oo
] oy o Clneh popds woe |

mcﬁ:sgz.w_ EW" 2 ﬁmﬁ(mlﬁﬁai{) ﬁ;ﬂm j damcp 44 w{’iw dh
L st By, Ok . 44, £ vacuelid Stk 6R 13. L& C
| |ie,4,|7.. Sﬁgu,w\ dﬂﬂ hﬁm,mtn% CW Aatd 0 W %&ﬂjﬂ att Ja}?‘g ET . |

e Y ‘E/@j&mﬁ w?, P e g . DY

':' £ LA a L ;

16 7. | clm\ A0 feng  wad éev dh;&w.wwwmﬂ?"
Rieenonr. |14 1) Alus iﬂﬁ o m‘j %@Nclm E W” LT
w of "1 .dolpw

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e wl q Coums | gtjfif 0 “’C’LJ"’A 2{[7 oA
20410 . | Duu 5.5 Thamaq ar W
- p . (o CJ?L _* ;[ d;ww__,_g{a ol Memcover, GO0 QAN &
224/~ .| A ({9‘1 5""‘1"-‘{' ikl 4ok a-
et ppridd dfiews | Sonseakd ik ORE.
”134-",. g 1 TMM M’Mmﬂ (LA LM SH‘ m,fym At g . {ﬁ?/{l&
AsS3; Wt Wy573/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.&LiLtd. Forms/Carigfrx Lf‘.j‘l -"‘D hﬂd?‘b‘"ﬂj DR. F .

RCDIGT00/7944



o
"
d

. ']

¥

. e
1 WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118. )
| or
|0 tes inguiiog e Divin and Dneligenn INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. '
“and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages i ,
- will be prepared in manusecript. (Erase heading mot required.) '
% oo IR (T E@ ry _f Events and Information : ﬁfﬂf} |
 Risewonr 2a/afin s dﬁﬂ hawckobey aud (ennad /Hmuuuq MM&H; 5mm&é Siah 6R -'1-}/
- ' ' 2 = -
25/%/” o T dﬂﬂ ﬂ‘t«lzg@Dﬂy, llw\uaw wﬁi‘ o q- 1S B@”; DMMMMLZK 10
oW o v dﬁt W | - 1 G?' ‘QWNAU( b

' cF l frﬂﬂh-/wﬁn-'l

_;m.am\

Q (v dﬂl

\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

lUMMq : o uuim( jg/tamm
Lm {*ﬁ WM% Lﬁﬂd

/‘/lﬁuuu-q

émc&ug (Ld gLCEZ CR.

l As834 Wt Wyg73/M687 750,000 8/16 D.D.&L.Ltd. Forms/C.2118/13

,W&ﬁ'

c 11.L {* u»ﬂﬁf

L
P%ﬁm “ Hi‘l

i

o

RCDIGTO0/7944



_Appendix N°) b

y,
7%

e — = =

I L F | =
T H_ FAa AL A
1L
i

Pousth aust:
nﬂ-llm n:f-n: Irigade.
i/4a07,

-—
‘.

-

re,
AUSTRALIAN DIVISYox,

mumm--wmunm-nmm:-

Brigade eadguarters, HeRiZe
4%h u.C “ GREVILLRNSE,
13th Ol B, HeldeflaTede

=T T TTe—— (e Tz,
| S5
|
|

MW“MM-

14%h Battalion.l.gra. HelZed i,
ist Defencive line frem Swunken

ond 1.7.0h.2.2, %0 road Centeal,
1 6th Battalion.i, ws, ma.:e-in;a. Rape
1ot Defensive line 1.1
| -5 " ol 2blenteral %o
16% nattalion.!,qra, Heflle@eZaiia

ist Defencive line Helabetde %0
sunken road Hed.0.2,0.

(j W %LMUT {ltﬂtﬂ
i v

_ —
| ‘T Awiget eneral .
: Comndg 4%h .met, Inf. hrigade,

_I IF L i A —— - dF——J—-.i _=-‘“
] 1 [l

-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/7944



| ' : {
alov . Appendix N° A
T =2
]
ECRET. Fourth Australian Infantry Brigade.
: HEADQUARTERS .
. 3/4/1917.
Headquarters,

4th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

reference G.28/117/3, the attached shows the dise
tribution of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade at noon on
3/4/1917.

Brig=General.
Comdg. 4th Aust. Inf. Brigade.
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URTH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE TRAINING ORDER No.l
Reference :~ Sheet 57.c.North West 1,/20,000. 6/4/1917.

l. A exercise in moving units to a Brigade jumping off line by night will
be carried out on Saturday 7th instant.

2. For the ;ﬁrpun of the exercise FAVRREUIL - MORY - ECOUST - VAUX will
represent EULLECOURT - REINCOURT = QUEANT - NOREUIL respectively.

3. Our picquet line is the reoad SUGAR FACTORY B.24.d. - BEUGNATRE and is
held as follows :-
l14th Battalion from B.30.b.2.6. to B.30.central.
13th Pattalion from B.30,.central 10 B.30.c.7.3.
16th Battalion from B.m-ﬂ.?-aq to He 5-‘:5-3-

4, Bach Battalion has 3 posts out as follows :-
14th Battalion at B.24.¢.3.1} B.30.8.3.8. and B.30.a.3.5;
13th Battalion at 3.30.;.2.4; B:30.a8.2.3. and B-Mu‘¢0|g;
16th Battalion at B.29.4.%9. 6; Be29.4.3.4. and 3.29.4.3.2;
For the last couple of nights our patrols have established superiority
over hostile patrols in NO MANS LAND.

5.. In eonjunetion with other unit.l'thn Brigade will assume the offensive

lt"‘ill"
16th Battalion 13th Battn. l4th Battn plus 1 Co
First objective Eﬁzg.lnz.z. e 317; B-zg-l.z-:- " © eCeVeBe= Aol
B.23.0.5.4;
B‘#‘H‘ ﬁleﬂti?l.B-za.biﬁ.S. - 3-23-4-7-0--9.BIB-zznd-Q-Bi heis
B-gzud-'?-ﬂi 3-33-1-1.5n

Third objective The village of MORY in prolongation of units frontages.
The 1l4th Battalion will form a defensive flank with its right at
B.23.a.2.7. and left about B.l18.4.central.

Blocks will be established B.23.2.7.6. and B.23.a.1.7.

6. Zero hour and artillery barrage map will be communicated lateér.
7. Watches will be synchronised at.......cces

8. ACKNOWLEDGE. k;{u{t{milt-u | Major.
. | Brigade-Vajor.
Copy Wo. 1 War Diary. Issued at l0.a.m. 4th Aust. Inf. Brigade.

2 13th Battalion.
S5 1l4th Battalion.
4 15th Battalion.

& 16th Battalion. to be destroyed when committed to
6 4th H.G.Ommi. mnemory .
7 4th A.L.T.M.Ba tﬂry-
8 File.
NOTZES.

le At 7.30.p.m., the 3 sentry groups and 1 Picquet per Battalion will be
in position,

2. Units to be at the following places but must not move from these places
before 8.30.p.m. on to the jumping off tape :-

14th Battalion at C.25.a.2.3; 13th Battalion at C.26.¢.5.,0; 16th
Battalion at H,6.dentral.

3« Artillery arrangements necessitate the Jumping off line being not more
than 600 yards from first objective therefore C.0's. will arrange for
tape to be laid out before 8.30.p.m. about 300 yards in front of the
line of posts, -

4. Zero time for this exercise will be 10.p.m,, units to be in position
at 9.30.p.m. as follows - 3 Companies disposed in 4 waves in depth
With one Company in line as extra wave to seize third objective and
form a defan‘_n'u fél.ank 1,'.5 thec r:l.gl_:lk.

o M e, 35
R R —

B e e
= —
f e —— m A

5. At 10.p.m. units will return to camp. C
to meet Brigadier at H.6.a.5.8. at 10.15.p.m.

|

=y

- WS o W T o e P ey
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Appendix N¢ . 11

J [ - Fourth Australian Infantry Brigade.
bbb WA HEADQUARTERS.
l YL 8th april, 1917.

Relief. The 14th and 16th Battalions successfully relieved tLhe
5lst Battalion and was complete by 12 midnight.

Patrols. An Officers patrel went out from C.5.a.5.2., and natrolled
along Sunken road from U.29.0.4.,0. %0 C.5.,b.4.8, and the
Sunken road was found %o be moeccupied. A fetgeant's pattyl
went out from Cebed.7.6. at 1.30.a.m. t0 sunken road running
through C.S5.b.central. After skirting around until reacliing
CeB.a.central the patrol retumed at 2.,15.a.m. An (fficers
’ltﬂl went out at Z.30.,a.m. from the same place CaP.€:.7.6,
leaving the sunken road on their left and went wekl forward
into U.30.¢. ©Fothing could be seen or heard of the enewy.

The ground traversed forward is very level and is bare of
folds of the slightest size.
Connection was maintained along our front and with flanks.

Snipers. Sn ipers have huniput out along our front and will remain
out during the day.

lachine Guns.The 73110{ of the rerondelle Liiver is swept by enemy fire
from Queant wh: e the railway cutting is fired on from a
Horth Easterly direction. Our jlewis Guns played continually
on eneny wire in our front.

Artillery. Our heavies were observed to be shooting fairly accurate but
our 18 pounders appeared to be falling short,

e —

e

g%téugrx The Sunken roads in C.10 and Herondelle Valley were incess-
Enemy). antly shelled during the night with Shrapnel and 7.7.c.m.

HeE. while lachrymatory shells were fired at S.p.m.

Fires. A burning building could be plainly seen from our line at
midnight in Pronville, while a thick smoke could bhe seen

rising from Heudecourt indicating fire.

2/1-1 eut.
Intelligence Qfficer,
4th Aust. In e B!*‘ﬂd.-
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2 SBOARR 2. s gy | OODY 10ussna
POGURTH AUBTRALIAT IVIPACTRY BRIGADE ORDER 1O« 74.
gererence EQOUST BT.. :TIN 1/10,000 0/4,/1917%.

1. On a date t0 be notified rereaftay %tre enery will be driven fron
* the HIVDIUBURG LIVE.

d¢ The objectives of tha 4th and 12¢h Infantyy Brigades are as shoim
on the at%acghed sketch map.

i e Barrvage table 18 a3 followsg s
LERO PLUS 16. Barrage lifta off Fiyst objective and coras down
betvaeen Firet and Becond ohjectives,
4RO PLUS £4. Barrtoge heging 0 crcoep back t0o Second ohjeativa,
ZERO PLUS B3: Sarvage lifta off Second objective and cores dcown

200 yardas bevond.

RO PLUS 38. Barrage liftse ancther 200 varda hevond,
47RO PLUS 60« Barrapge begins t0 creep forwsyrd to Third cbjective.

4., The 16th, 10th and 14th Fattaliong in that oyder from thé right,
each with 4 Companies in line distridbuted in depth in 4 waves will
capfture the First and Second objcotives gllohtad to the 44y Ause
tralian Infantyy Brigada.

Be The BRnd and 13th Battalions will capture thre Trhird objective,
This, however, is dependent on circumatances of which the amount of
registance encountared in securing the First and Second obhjechives
will be the main govarning factar,

6. Uni*s will be forngd up on the "jumping off line" indicated by %ape
i+ bour before gero whior will be comruniceted later.

7+ 1 Section of tanks two on eilther flank of thsa Drigade will cé=
operate, C«O's; are responaible all ranks are familiar with tre
signals to be vaed when working with %anks.

$e QuCs 4%h i'achine Gun Couwpany will allot 4 guns 0 16tk EBattalion,
e %0 16th 3attalion, 4 to 14tk Bathalion, 4 to 13th Battalion
keaping tw0o in Resarve.

s G.Cs 4tk Light Trench rertay Zattery will allo? two Stokos guns
each 40 1a%k and 14%h Bettalion® keeping 2 in Reserve.

10 The 18t and 2nd Divisional lachine Gun Componies are allotted to
Yhe 4%k Australian Infantryy Rrigade for the protection of the vight
flenk. A sketch sbhowing arcse of fire of each groun of cunce is
attackhad boyeto,

1le Abseseiname ON deaavsas.dnstont flares will be 1it by units in theiy
advanced line and algo in ahy forwvard posts,

12, sdvanced Brigade readquarters will be establisted at C.5.central
when the gSecond objective is secured,

13. vatobes will be svnehronised 2 hours before zeroc,

14, ACKNOWIEDGTs

: Eﬂ-dﬂri_
iscued at 10, a.m. Brigade-1ajor.
GDI}:'IP 04 l.ﬁ&R-DIRHY- | : 4t &uﬁt. Iﬁft Erigﬂdifi
2+ DAB 9+ FAIR.
3.DADA 104 ARTITIERY GROUP GO 1AXDER.
4.FACT. 11 .GABY.
E"FABI 1#- -T'J:sTE-
Ge TADT . 1a.
7. FILE.
LiFE\IlL-
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; ! !‘ ! . ! IF ﬂﬁ?{{kg{lﬂx = m BEOesvscenece
| Pourth sustrslise Infantry Brigade. |

oth April, 1519, |

HMEtr referanes 46 pavs 10 of 4tk uetralian Infantyy Brigade

Upder To, 74, the fellowing arrangessdis for Jachine Cun eo-apersiion
sre Torwarded Ter informstion ;e

e ¥aahine Guns have boen plnced at the dispeossl
of the G,.0.¢. 4ths aum. | Erigade to gua™ his right flank -
4th ametralian ¥.C. Cowpany. |
7R u e . {lons 4 guns). |
20th - = " . (4mtm
At the dispoeal of the 123tk jue, Infsntry Drigade, MM.;M

T flank -
Tth auetyslisn U.¢. Company (4 gums enly
The hour st <hieoh all sune aye te be in mium:micmirm inter,

Memesitions will be an under -
¢ fhun e t- w mfantyy advange.
: . R A 4 guna at shout C.lb.bied.4, To snfilade
Ve daPe Tl wouthiwards e rond in G, 8.
- SO R & gune at Sunken lesd in C.4.4. o
is Yy Lreneh in V.80, , particuiarly on the higher
lﬂ-" :.m limit of traverse - Read in . 30.a.
Y, SR AN & gunn ot CoPabedode To traveorae and
round 5,5, Cermer of B RO ET fxrom rond in

371.1 “ uml- ,- 7.

(a)

§ guns dug in on rFallway line along >

mnamﬂmmuupmmmm
fron enemy trenohes rumning fyem V.13, 19 and 28, and U.30.
Thesa Towm very likely Jurping off fvanatas for that

The m«-muummu'fagmmm&uu
be intersittently fived on for the first 45 minutes after Zere

A eareful waten will be kept Se the Hast far sy direet
flanke movement fyrom (70 ANT.

4 guns at% about C.l8.8.2.8. To fire
‘_ 4 guns at about . 1%.centpral. To Tire
guns at about Coil.a.d.d. To five

12 guns, 13tk Ans. M.6. Company will be in Ressrve near NORNUIL.
hmmm-nunﬁnummm ilater,

; _
:

:szzi'.-l..iﬂﬂ

Ll
K
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FOURTH AUSTRALIAN INFAKTRY BRIGADE OHINER RO. 785
Refersnoe ROOUST - 8%, KIBH 1/30,000 9/4/1917.

lepoeme

1. Aecomnalssancoe will be made during the next 24 hours to ascartain
whether the HINDENBURG LIEE is held lightly or in force.

2. If held in Torce the operation veferred to in Brigede Order No. 74

: will be carried out on a date and hour %e be notified hercafter, but
if only ligh held an sdvaneed Guard, in erxder of march as under,
will move at short notiece govering the 4th Divisional Front and co-
rating with the sdvanced Guaxd of the &nd bDivision,

dividing line between the two Advanced Guards is the BCoysy -
BULLECOUR? « HENDECOURT road.

Van Guard (1 Treep "C” Squadrom A3th ALK, Negiment.

16th Battalion.

1 Battery 1lth A.F.A., Brigade.

4th Brigade Headouarters,

2 feastiosns 4th Field .

Aith A.V.A. Brigade less )1 Battery.

13th Battalion echeloned to t of 14th Batin

15th Battalion (less 1 egneloned %o
left af )Aaf talion)

4%k N0 Company less gune slletied Lo Battalions

3“‘ A.Le Toll JBattery.

T TR SRR 11 LT u_l’.-uu!'s ;

L
[ | i

GJ-‘- ;’-'-0-

B R e B e el e b il 6 o e i L

Kt -

z
i

1 Company 165th Battalion.
1l feation 4%h Pield Anbulance.

3. The direation of the centre of the advance will be approximately
Ced,contral « 1.23.0eniral « U l2.0entral.
OeCs L4%R Hmttalion %0 be propaved %o "pioguet” the high ground in
G+ 74 by meann of Vickers and Lewis Cuns stzongly sussorted by infoutzy.

4. Instruetions as to Lranspert snd rations will be issued later.

B Where u nits have not already runasrs st Healguarters 4th Australian
Infantyy Brigade C.olO.0.1.,2, sbeps wilil o taksn %0 Lave same
quartered there day and night. v

" Be ACKROVLENGE, |

R T e R N T

Issued at d.p.m, Aricada-njor.

4%k Aust. Inf, m “
Copy No. sRar iary.
| i3tk Light lorse legimenit, x
4%h Pield Company. X
i3th Betialioen., )
14th Battalion,
A6t Battalion.
i:;h Enttelion, x
’ A.!lﬁ-cml‘h
10. 4th a.l.Y .M. Battery.”
l. 12%h Just, In Brigade. x
12, 4tk Anetral ian Divisjon,
i:l ;;: Annt, Tnfanty m“-“:. LR
£

e | lvelyie e e Sel oSl Ovbiie e mlaihodi )

?mi‘ﬂbﬂhw

| ]
R o B 1= e
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THIS CAMCELS ALL PREVICUS ORDEES.

SECRE T.- CC‘I)}" 1"?':1-—1

FPOURTH AUBTRALIAN IFFANTRY DRIGADE CEDER 1O, 76 .
10/4/19817.
Reference BECOUST - 8t. MIBN 1/10,000.

l. On 11*th April {zerc hour 4.30.8.n.) the enemy will be driven fron
the HINDEIBURG LINE in co=cperatien with the 12th Australian
Infantry Brigade and &2nd Division on ocur l..f%. Div-rasicns rav
b .'n arrang'd %0 4 :al with cur right.

2. Tho First and S cond ob) aetiv 9 of th:- 4th and 12+h Australian
Infantry Brigad:q ar: as pr viously indieat.d.
63 Th:: 16th and 1l4th Battalicong will capftur 4k First and 5. cond
cbjcativas thoe 13th and 15th Battalions s:curing the Trird cb-
j etiv.. REINCCURT th: l.ft of ¢h: 15%h Battalion linking wi%ibh a
unit of 12th Auatralian Infantry Brigad . in 7.22,.%.

| 3. A1l troops will bo formed up in roar of th ir junping off lin.
at 4.s8.r1. undor cov r of the railway ~nbankmont cutting and
Sunk«n road.

4. At 4.3C.a.m. cn 1llth April th. artill. ry will put Acwn a flank
barrag.: on QUEAYT and BULLICOURT and *th: 12 Tanks will move
ferward. On r aching th. %» ncheg and as Aoon as %r.y hav.
scoupi-d thon, th. Tanks will display a gr.¢n 4disc neaning
"oons on". Tha 16tk and l4th Battalions will thun adwanc2 and
dcoupy th: tranchus, The 13th and 16th Battalions being ready to
fellow sc as te follow on with tha Tanks to th. Third ebjuctlv .

! 5. Thw 6th apd 7th Maohina Gun Compani-:s plus 4 gung 13th Machin«

j Gun Oorjpany ar: sc distributaed as to beat eff hostile ecuntuor
attacks. Th 0.0. 6th Machine Gun Company will b. at C.5.contral.
Th: allotmant cf th: 4th Maehiné Gun Conpany and 4th A.L.T.M,
Battary to units to be as alruady arrang d.

(2

. Aftur th 4:h Australian Infantry Brigad:: advancaes th 52nd -
Battalion will be rosponsible for helding th. cutpost lin« linking ‘
with 4k 10th Battalion at about C.6.cevntral and BHlst Battallien av '
abeut C.D.n.2.0. corrmanication nust be kuept up with 158th Batftalicn

| wrcose right roar will bo &t U.50.8.2.4.

¢ The Hueadquartzrs 52nd Battalion will b at 1l4th Battallon Hdad-

i quartvres Cs1lC.¢.5,0,

7. At S5.,a.n. and &.a.n1. flar:s will b. 11t by unifts in %h. advancod
lin<¢ and alsoc in any forward rosta,

{ 8. Advanc.d Brigada H. adquart.rs will be catadblish.d at C.D.c-niral
whaen the g-cend objsctiv.. is reachod,

3. Confrrince of all C.0'8. will be held at Brigad: Hymdquartaors at
C.elC.C.1e2. at midnight loth/lLth April,
: P
 10. ACKNOWLEDGE, _ . b Tk [
s 4 Iasucd at 6.peMm. A Major.
o Brigad.=Najor.

4th Aust. Inf. Brigad .

Ccpy Ne. 1 VWar Diary.
& 4th Aust, Divisien.
3 4th Aust. Division. copy Nc.l2 4th Fi-ld Cempany.
3 4 12th Aust. Inf. Brigade. 13 13th L.H.Reginunt,

5 13th Aust. Inf. Brigad.. 14 4th Machin« Gun Coy.

6§ 13¢th Battalion. 15 7th Machine¢ Gun Coy

7 1l4th Battalicn. 16 Artillery Group.Commdr,

8 16th Battalion. 17 0.C.Anzac Cycle Cocmpany

¢ 16%h BRattalion 16 A.D.M.B. |
10 4th Yachine Gun Conpany. 19 3rd Aurt. Inf. Brigad«,
11 4th A.L.T.¥., Batt.ry 20 52nd Battalion. '

_ 2l File.

)
A
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EBCRET. Feurth sustralian Infantry Brigzades,
HEADQGUARTERS.,
11th Apxil, 1017,

IRTELLIGANCE SUMMARY = ATTACK.

I e e

Infantzy Brigade in conjunction with 12th Auat,
o Tanks attacked the JINDANDURG LINE as indicated
Brigade Order yo. 76. No assistance was derived from the Tanks
:- our Infantry weached the enemy wire some tLime before thwem and were
tﬂ._l“to push on. The Pirst and Second objectives were seized but
:::u severe Mtlr‘u and eneny resistange the Third cbjective was
Fierce bomb figh
the n‘m‘ e ;;.-_nnn.
+ 30« Peri, the Brigade was forced to retire owing -
WQ" hﬂl.ml;in :‘!:.n“ui "theire® and -unm‘;a:m
rengh re; withdraval wa
Artillery barrage whioh greatly assisted. b campi Lot

Artillery. Unemy artillery very strong and active 3 b
Zevem. in Yervondelle Valley. st P it

Alroraft. An enery plane flew over at 1.3C.p.m. flying low.

ting took place from the moment our men entered

2/1Lieut, :
Intelligence Officer. |
4th Aust, Inf. Brizade. |

v
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12 midnight. Final conference of all Commanding Officers at Brigade

12.15.a.m.

2.18.a.m.

$.20.a.m.

‘I”I A.m.
4,45 .a.m.

B.l8.a.m.

6.50.a.m,

7.48.a.m.

5

“.“m'.“-
Battalion jntelligence Officers patrolled ground in front

of ing off place. Tapes were then attached 1o the
-dnu- fixed two nights previously, t0 indicate flanks

af Battalions and Companies.

units started %o move into poesition. This was completed
at 5.,350.a.n.

First "Tank” arrived at rendezvous at RAILWAY CROSSING
Cebod. “he "Tank” Officer was asked how long it would
take the tanks to reach 1lst objective. 800 yards away.
ihe reply was 10 minutes. The Brigade ¥ajor then brought
the Officer t0 the C.0's. who were in telephoniec communie-
ation with the Brigadier, who asked Divisional Headquarters
to start the Tanks earlier i.e. at 4.10.a.m. The reply
oame stiek Lo programme. The result proved the infantry
were correct in their surmise that the Tanks unless they
started earlier would only be a hindrance instead of a

help.

Two other Tanks arrived, another the 4%th being reporied
out of asction. '

. Tanks were led out %o and lined out in fromt of jumping off

place., The interval batween Tanks was approximately 100
aris. Three Janks were in positien and ready t0 move off
4.20.8.m. Two other Tanks t0 co-operate on our left
front were not then in position. A Battalion Intelligence
gfficer pointed out the level crossing but the driver
ignored the directions given consequently got into the
Sunken Hoad and could not get out. The other complained
of engine troubles., This left 3 Tanks only to go-operate
on the 4th Dbrigade front instead of &, it is important
to note that while the Tanks were moving from NORBUIL te

and forming up in front of the Brigade

iv a
&gﬁ ;% our m&g though earlier m

£

up ‘ ers Lo know if thies provision was
made and was told “yes'. The asparke from the engines and
the noise must have been heard by the enemy.

The 5 Tanks already in position moved out,

16th Battalien ou wight and 14th Batiaslion on left began

to move in fTour saccessive waves folilowed elosely by the
13th Battalion behind 16th Rattalion and the 16th Jattalion
behind the l4th Battalion.

About half way to 1lst objective 2 Tanks stopped and odn-
menced %0 open fire thus giving away the position and
proclaiming an attaak. The infantry now wnder ¥achine Gun
fire decided to push on alone and soon were in the Tirsi
obhjective. The third Tank had now aleo0o reached She [lirst
ective and crossing over but failed Lo reach the second
objeative and was Sthen immediately put out of action by a
gun near REINCOURL. (¢n the way aecrosas 40 MAN'S LAKD the
rear Battalions suffered heavily from cross machine gun
fire, the leading Battalions having =0=st of their casualties
in hsgking their way through the wire of first ebjective.

First objective taken and units bombing up the communication
trenches between 1ot dnd 2nd ok jeciive.

second objective taken.

Pirst contact plane flew over and drew extracrdinarily |
heavy fire from machine guns in QUEANT. ]

dasld 3
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S.a.m. f.0.8, 8ignals were sent up 18 times by our troeps but falled
to get any response from artillery.

S.4b.a.m. Written confirmation received that Loth objeetives had been
taken, and if artillery will a=ssaist the pomitions could be
held until bombs could he brought up under cover of darkness.

SelUenam. Artiliery lLisison Gfficer at jirigade Headquarters inestructed
te seoure an 5.0.8. artillery line 200 yaxds segond
objective and 200 yaxds to right of our right flank which
rested Oon the rosd in UsHea.

.¥ost sggrevating telephonie etmmunieation took place between
the Artillery Liaison Offjicer and Group Commandey as to the
wisdom of having the £.,0.8. line as indicated in view of the
Tusour that ocur men were reported in HEINCOURT. Thie is a
matter whieh will form the subject of sepsrate correspondence.

‘30.10.a.m. JNessage recaived asking for more bombs and H.A.A.

11.20.8.m, Lieut, saroms, lL6th Sattalion, ran the gauntlet throush the
machine gun barrage Lo give firet hand infomation as to the
situation, =~ about 20 of the Brigade not casuslties, bombs
run out and Gemmans squeezing in on all sides, doubtful if
gan bold ous,
SEN

11.50.,a.m. 12ik Brigade units on our left s=mm to be retiring.

11.46.a.m. Our left units had %o give way and eventually the whole line
retired to the original iline. A very proupt and effeative
artillexry barrage was put down as indicated in my message
to Group Commsnders (Col. RARBEY, C.i.G, = Col. BSTUVENSON,
ﬁﬂ.&.] at 9.10.a.m.

13.5.pem. Divisienal deadjuarters infomed that retirement was in
progress, :

T

Dewpite very exnausitive snguiries I have failed to gather
the slightest cluc which would lead ene to believe that any of our men
g0t beyond the sscond objective except by bombing parties up a C.T.
running along the road leading from the second objective in 1.29.4. into
RIENCOURT. (Fany reporis prove that our men got %o withim 100 or 150
of REIN + 10 doubt thess were 10th Aattalion men ovmmanded
y Captain DUNYWORTH, H.C. who at 7.,10.8.8. sent a pigeon message for more
bonkbs. There is reason %o believe that this party are prisoners for at
one stage they were prastiecally surrounded,

e [ ) F— LA T

i P I P

The following exbraet Trom report by U.0. 13th Battalion
“. -
"About 7.20.a.m. a large amount of enery movement was seen around
"REINCOURY . Captain kurray sent up 5.0.8, flares for an artiliery
"barrage but none was fortheewiag.
“At about T.30.a.s. the Cermans counter-atimcked by bowmbing down
*a communicsiion Yreach from MEINCOUNT. T™his wan beaten off shd
"a conbined party of 13¢h and 16th Lomberw beat the enemy back
"thie treneh L0 within 100 yards of AL¥LQUIRY puttiing in a bivek,
"At the dane thae the gounter-attaocked our right in the
“Zpd objentive with hombe bul were heaten bask suffering heavy loss.
"AL 9.a.u. & Datialion of the enemy in close formation moving from
"QUEANT to the ¥. of ARINCOURT was dispersed by our machine gun
cPrem’ thes 131 10040 are s
10+40.,8.m, Sur men were re-oiganis and eone~
"solidating, during which time two small bombing n:"::nk- by the
"Germans on our left were beaten off. All the bhombs were collected
"and dumps made nsar ::ch bomb ing blogk.
*Captain purray went ong the whole position and reports that ¢
:m Brigade held 900 .nth ef the line. He .
':I:'I oxgani hﬂ.::t::k u‘, “m.n brigade position. At 1l0.45.a.m.
k3 mans were started from the right
"left of both objectives, alao down the communiestion trench -‘

- ] e

SR Alera . dEEeta

U VT

-

e . T
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SREDCONAYT and a communication trench ruwning N and 3 en the

9. of REINCOURT, six attacks in all.

“These attacks were very severe and our bombz were quickly ex-
"hausted, and our men pressed back to the centre of our position
“from all sides., The Gemsans had mashine guns trained on the
"parapet which frustrated every endeavour on the part of oury
®men %o go ﬂz the top and attack the bombers with the bayonet.
"ittenpts to 1 up an Artillery barrage by power buzzers and
#2.0.60, flares failled, the buszzer being jambed by the Germans
"and the flares apparently not being observed.®

Thus ends one of the most heroic achievements by any body of
troops. inaided by Artillexy, forsaken by Tanks on which 80 much depended
the Brigade erossed fopruidable unbroken wire and secured both objectives
vhigh they held on te for 7 hours and eonly then foreced to retiye owing to
overvhelming nusbers of the enemy, numerous casualties, shortage of boubs
with no fmmediate hope of getting more up; and hesitsting co-operation
from the svtillexy.

The casualties wevre =

13th I-H&iu

gffl#.g- EM %g S

14th Battalion 19 582
15th Battalion 20 380
16th Battalion e - a2
4th ¥.G. Company o) RO
Ath A L.T.N.Battery % B0
otal &~ 79 22

A special report om the part played by the "Tankse” will be for-
warded later. .

Attached are a few points which might serve to asaist any other
troops detalled to garry out a similar oeperation.

Uany acts of gallantry were perfcocvmed by all ranks. In due
gourse recommendations for limediate rewards will be submitted,

. Brig-General.
16¢h April, 1917. Comdg., 4%h Aust, Inf. Brigade.

&

i .
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The Tank Co-opeyation in the attsek made on the KINDIKNBURG
on of 10/11th Apwil 1917 was useless, or -
than uselesn as shown below - .

Tanks were late in arrviving at rendezvoys, whioh meant that
they werxe getiing to the jumping off point. In fast
enly 3 got all

Gf the 6 Tanks alletted %0 the Brigade 8 reached rendgavous:
i belng out of action before that plase was reached.

B, 1 41 idanee by 1.0. FAD Sried %o crons a desp

sreagarding
| .muwmu.mmamntm

seened %0 know little or nothing of an attaek
whatever aboutl the particular oper-
For instanee: in the

ihis is varified by the fact that they

treeps, by eansing us many oasusle
opened fire on our men at

i i:x:.mmwmm
eunly abhow every direetion, thereby
drawing enemy fire on us, and on all our tranches, .

Tank only reached the objestive, and 4id good work, but
almost lmeediately put out of seti
s gun in EBEINOOUNT .

3§38
..-%.

ESS3%
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Lieut-0olonal.

(Bgd.) =.
Commanding 168h Battalien A.1.F,

Command ing J4th Asttalion A.L.F.
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FOURTH AUSTRALTAN IYFANTRY BRIGATE ORDDR NO. 77.

b

Gﬂpy MC .3 -'hi

Reference ALBERT (Combined Sheet) 1/40,000.

1., The Fourth Australian Infantry Brigade will move %0 RIDEMONT on
Thursday the 19th April 1917 via MBAULTE « DERNVAYCCURT - BUIRE.

2. Units will pa9s the starting pJint WILLOW SIDING a* 9Y9.a.m. In
19%h April in the following vrder ;-

Cocokers of Drigade.
Brigadc Heasdquartaers.,
14th Battalion.

15th Battalion.

4th A.11.G, Cormpany.

4th AlLiT l}il Ba‘tteryl

16th Battalion.

13th Battalion.

"ot Section 13th Field
Intarvals of 100 yards betwea
units will be prasarved,
Head of Column will halt forx

Ambulance.
sn Compsnies and 200 yards batweon

10 ninutes befors passeing X hkoads

BECORDREL and fer 10 minutes bafore antering BUIKE.

2., A halt will be made fer tre mid-day nasal noar VIVIER IITLL E.l6.cC.
. The Transport will not halt but move atraight to RIBEMONT. After
ta has bacn scrvad tha ccokers will nmove to billots undor thelr

r2spoctive Quartsrmastcra.

&, Tyvanpgspurt Tar Llankets will ba provided, 4 G.8. Wagons per

Battalion.

February.

The will zepory at MANETZ CAMP at 7.30.a.m. 12th

6. Certificates a9 to conditicn of Hu%? alao list of Arca Stores
for nunding over will be handed in to Brigade Headquarters at

3.p.m. On 1l8th Fal;Tuary.

&. (leaning up partizs or strugglers are Lo join the ncarest unit,
rejoining thair own units at first cr =ubsequent halts.

7. Billeting partias to report to Assistant Staff Captain ab 2.50.pdane

on 18th February at Town Majorts Office RIZBMONT.
B. ACKFNOWLEDGE.,

Issued at 1.30.p.m.

Copy No.

18th Battalion.

4th AM.G.

ath A.L.T.Y, Batt-ry.

4th Field Ambulance.
a0 TN AR B O

1l A.D.KE.S,
3
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l War Diary.

& 4th Aust., Divialion.
5 13%H Battalion,

4 14th Battalicn.

© 15th Battalion.
6
r?
8
J

company .

Seoticn 13th rield
13 13th Fiald Ambulance.
14 Filﬂl

Anbulance

LA - IIEj GT -
i Brigade-lajor.
4th Aust, Inf. Brigade.
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