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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence or
Summaries are contained in F. S, R Part I1.
and the Staff Manual respectively. lEBE'IB‘H:L:E: Il;a.geq INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
will be prepared in manuscript, Oc tober 1916, (Evase heading not requived.) Headguarters, 5th. Australisk Divl . Engineers
___—_"_____—_—_—““__.__.
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information | ’ E:;:i;t:ﬁa?:
= ) s L . P= LAl Y - iy ] . Appendices
Oc tober , Ll . Strength of Divisional Engimeers = 23 Officere 647 O.R.
| Winter time, cleck put back 1 heour. Mogoer Sturdee, _
8th. Field Coy. with Franks Force at Armentieres . \O.G.}autiﬁg &8 C.R.E. Franks Ferce. |
= Captain Farqguhar aﬂtﬂﬁlaa C.Cos Eth. Fd. Coe.
12 CeReEe, New Zealand Div. arrived. Orderse received that the Div. would move te the
t cemme by st ages. .
13 | . New Zealand Div. (C.R.E.) toeok over. -t EORE ELLE
14} E Hel«D.E. moved tc¢ MEKRIS, 8f%h. Field Coy. te STEENWERK, l4th. Fd. Co. to OUTERSTEEN
: | & 15th. Fd. Ce. to ESTAIRES. The companies moved with the Brigades te which they
: | were attached.
17 /1§ , HeQ .DeE. laft lerris 9 p/m 17th. & emtrained BAILLEUL West 2.30 a/m 18 th. ER
18 ; About rmoon detrainmed at Pemt Remy thence proceeded by road te AILLY les HAUTS GLDGHBS
20 By road to ARG&UVES- stopped ome might. (4, tpng 18th. the C.R.E. arrived at FRIGOURT) i
21 S rreceeded to Ballﬂvua Farm Nr. ALBERT. *
22 ' "Arrived FRICOURT CHATEAU. leantime the C.R.E. had takem over frem C.R.E. 30th. Div.
Weather very ccld and wet. 2 Communicatien trenmches tc front lime seach some 7000 yds. |
long. D.H.&. at Friocourt Chatesu socme 15,000 yds. frem Frent Lime. Shelter freom
waether for troops very scarce. Suppl ies obtaimed from BECORDEL 2000 yds. behimd DHQ. ‘
Corpe Engineer Dump frem which all material has te be obtained 8000 yds. behimd D.H.Q. |
and therefore seme 23, 000 yds. frem fremt line. Reads from FRICOURT, MONTAUBAN & |
BAZENTIN contirually bl&aked with traffio. ‘ |
| 22 Field Cos. arrived amd camped together abt. 3 miles frem D.H.Q. betweem MONTAUBAN & |
Bazentin le Grand ‘
From the 23rd. to 3lst. 8th. & 1l4th. Field Cos.’ were preparing for the Offensive 4
in additbon to road repair etc etc. |
See Bpecial appendix regarding these conditions.
31 Strength of Engineers 25 Officere, 631 C.R. K:r’rhj’:_
| "C.R.E. /@M/La; l’f&
i | F
| 1875 Wt W503/826 1,000, / .B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C. ' AUSTRALL) :
Rl | 1,000,000 4/15 ] A.D.S.S. /Forms/C. 2118. | | et | A 1/gzu/
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" gontinually blocked with traffics,

Headguarters, H5th. Australian Divisional LEnginesrs.
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Octes S2nd « arrived FRIGO URT CEATRAU, |
Leantime the O«R.Es had taken over from G Rel. 50th. 7}
;-‘i.VI " . 1 ' i

We ather very eold arnd Wels

Two cormmurigcaetien trenches to fremt line
each scme 7000 yds. longe

D.H.0« 8t FRIOCOURT CHATEAVU, Bscme 185,000
yie. from front line. ' '

Shelter from weather for troops VePy
SCETCEe . cupplies cbteaimed from BECQURDEL 20C0 yis,
behind D.H.<, {

Cerrs Engimeer Dump from which 21l materisal
has to be obtained 8000 yde. behind D.H.Qs and there=
fors some 23,000 yde. from front lina. :

Roads fror FRICOURT, MONTAUBAR & BAZENEIN ™

e —— T g R .
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oads broken up under heavy traffie
be tween FRICCURI & LONGUEVAL entailing & large expendi=-
ture of material and labours.

j
Broad-pauge Railway. Corstruetion to | {
QUARKY Siding and via BAZERTIN %o LORGUEVAL at Present “
only used for & lipited quantity of ammunit ion. 3
QUARRY B8iding branch 18 400' surves; now being straigni-]
ened to 600" .ourves. ’ | e _;jI
Ons bad road from QUARRY to LONGUEVAL via |

BAZENTIF. A BEad Fortionm QUARKY %O BAZENTIN Ppeing =
corduroid for single track. %
!

From LOFGUEVAL to FLERE a'" Decauyille Fefl-
way has been 1aid; single track for 6500 yda. on SeB. .
aside of road; then double track for 1758C vds, on R.We" '
side of road. =0 Junction between these two tracka.
Ground much disturbed by shell holes, in wvhich the
line sinks, therefore only fit for hand DPower. E

Road from LOBGUEVAL to FLERS very bad &mggl .
execopt for the Decauville Irack aboye referred tos S
rractically 211 matsrial has t¢ go by Fack Animal fPom ™
L NGUEVAL to the front line, & distance of some GOGOSIEL
yds. _This, combined with the traffie difficulties s &
on the rcads behind LONGUEVAL, makes the Provision Of
Engincer Laterial in any quantity imprecticables

Lorries run from the OCorps Dump teo
NANRETZ, on which ®ector the lorry cén generally do 2
trips per day, but from HALEIZ to LONGUEVAL is a one
day trip, sometimes extending well into the night,
although the distance between the 1TWO rlaces is enly

gome 34 miles.
GUARRY Sidinp lisPle to bPad £loddimg and’

conBequent bad mud c¢onditiens ior Lack Animals~mg&;'
venicles. This could be eursd by a3 single drainage
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APPEND|X

scheme down the CATERPILLER VALLREY.

Progrese on the BAZENTIN - LONGUEVAL
Broadgauge braneh 1s slow owing to the weather and
t9 difficulties in pProviding labour from Divisions
which have beccome exhausted by fighting cor by
wvea ther eonditionse. '

Drainage of Communicaticn and Front
[renches is rendered difficult by the typm of mud
which is sticky and blocks up any drains.

If the Uffensive 1s toc eontinue during
the winter it would =~Ppear essgntail to provide more
comfort for the troope in the f rward sector so as
tc ensure that troops waiting for a fine day on which

. to attack are not exhausted by weather conditions
| during their daya of waiting, nor by a long 2nd
difficult marell from their bivouvae to their front
trenches.

o obtain. these conditione the following
would aprrear to bs essential;-

Satisfactyom/completion of railway
schemes o QUARRY and LONGUEVAL dneluding drainaga
of environs cof both places.

Yrovision of Decauville track Tor sach
Divieion, the alignmﬂnt of the track ## to be controllesd
by the Corps.

The eongtruetion and overation to be
entirely controlled by the Divisicon in whose interest

_ it lies to get supplies- forward to thelr own t roops,

. The Divisional Decauville to start from
the Railway Terminus at whieh it draws its supply and
to be pushed forward as a. double line to some 2000 yds.
off the front linej after that have two or more single
track lines going as far forward as the Huns will
-all OWe Having obtained communications the next
reg uirement ie shelter from the weather for the back
troops, and from both weather & shell for the forward - _
troope. These latter should bs provided for say 1000
men &t intervals of from 1000 to 1500 yde. Trom back to
front and should correcsrond with tactical defensive
lines as a precaution against heavy attack by the enemy.

This would ensure that cnly the troops in the actual

front line suffered exposure. JLroops detailed for our
att ack would have cover within 1500 ydss of the front

liney; from which they could march up to their assembly
trenches and the enormous expendi ture of esnergy, at

" pre sent wasted in marching and ecunter*rarching entailed
by the nececei ty of frequent reliefs would be aveoided,
a8 alsc the snormous exrenditure in labour of man-car

ing stores and suppliese The traffic on the roads ﬁmA&
be largely curtailed, whieh would accelerate movenen®

of every description and the number of transport animals
would be reduced by 75% in the forward sector.

Lo

_ - After an attack ths prolongatiocn cof
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