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- The fixet ac stapc toxen 10 |
Reinforcements for the "0" & J8 10 was fireot © wes by
Col.VeAeUoman RedeGols o0 51 m:iml.m.mm

ol gl . il SN,

Dagut.
On thet occasion g

lﬂ.l.nlﬂ.nwm |
- fiyxet manbered,were told off and the - conctituted whal wes to be |
known in the futuxe o8 the lot. g e i 1
H ﬂ’.m _EGMM tralie on -
mﬁ:ﬂ,ﬂdﬁwMua et I maﬂ.':run

an
Dopot at Lydd in Eent , on the | wind *

2ird.Anges1915
mmlatmaihmmmmw
‘;mtwormﬁ?:tm&i?ﬁi.n:mrmu
worxk on wasa ispos
¢e in Pronce wee opnrried out concurren with the guwwmexy
Juch se construetion of dug-outo concealing gun positions,

All this training resulted in 64 ond 00 Batteries ae
they wore now known, reaching & fivet clase otate of off . 1

A shoot by the two batieries from 50 owl.6" B.l.low-
i1izers snd 8" R.MeLe Howitzors resulted in ¢ firet clase being obtained

Ry v

ware put

thmmﬁnndnuumrm“

| Hevapapery of day ' |
Australian Artill as the envy | of the Bri «Oode OfTicors;
0 officient and at the vame time =0 velf reliant

hmmu§

The training heving been completed the two batteries lj
on the firet of Decomber,lVlb.poved to Taunton, in Jomerset;velected a8 being
_auummmhmmmmhmﬂmmwm \

that account. \
ihe reinforcements weve drafted from iydd to o camp

at Cooden near Bexhill -on-ioe Sussex,in Hovember,l9lb. ;
During the time thoy were there & bitter cold spell

wes (for Austreliene jexperienced. The aight of wveter service Wt e, ,
only tesken in hot water,of whiech o plentiful supply

ogeinet cold was quite & new thing
gcould always be obtained. Fhe
The food was good end plentiful though at firet the
free use of Margarine wes not taken to very .uhm-mu .-
tatter eaterc. :
There were sbout three thousend men in this camp, ]
Avstralimm 5 lege m-z;smu Afrieon Heavy Artillery.,aond |
1 Carrison Artiliexy.The R.l.A.in sppearsnce alweys showed to sdvantage,

. ring to mmmm to work,esmd cmert of uniform
: muzom ond porheps owing to the of their beling
ey Amm-mayqunwmmt!

:

%

vhich wes ot this time coimsmded by Lisut.P. .Doboon,RedeC.ds,asoicted

by Liout.C RelsGoeie mnll Liout.R.¥ Jonnox, RedeCeds Infan end Rifle

arill , Cusyds M Jentries, sim m,nm,nmgmm Lectures
the braenches of work,were consistently mmm

ining emd route marches kept the men in a very Tit condi¥y

of all kinds wewe indulged in %o o exiont.
s The health,notwithe ng the cold,wss very pod

’ only deve what subsequently became Xmown as | -
' _ ity, was one of the meny new complaints that the W 5 had

It being desirshble by the sathorities to have the
in the vieinity of the two batieries it was decided
hlmthh“ﬂ hod

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1008525



in thiz roopect

cont:=-
very fortunate
far end awvay cbove the amount

S

™ ‘tho

wore mode 88 & veoult of this,

of

LJounth Head,
» Severe course

back & 1ittle and mention that the

at School of

nrigete,

o the 36th{iust)siege

Yhe
tredned guniers,

from Justrelis

their services were al
s CEne

p various

LT R T T T T T

agninst

they

the tronsports 10 be used

Trenspo
Jind the services of these reo

the same day. |
On the 1st.Doc.they joined the 1lst.Reinforcements

£

t

and
ot Cooden Comp, Bexhill-on-des , uo00Xe

j

m
¥

:

i

°f

;

:
i

i et

i I

-
i

5

4
2

L

RCDIGT008525

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



dheet 3.
Cont: -

[ﬁaﬂd gsurprise 1inspections R.G.A.5taff O0fficers and others touk. place :E:!'ml
Yo time and no feult was found. On the other hend mmeh praise was given
urﬁmd to npholi

,un ﬁm inspections ,which was deserved. The men were
mraam& on their departure from l[el‘bmna torie,(vide the
ien I-‘reaa) that they were the finest body of trein to ever leeve
M’bﬂ‘.u'a ahﬂm The chronicles of the brig 1leter on proved thid,ss such
?ammtase were selected for commissions for élifi’arm arms of the
.am But this is digression).
The two batteries having st last received theilr sw
gnm,{ b4 Battery-8" Howitzerp.55 Battery-9"2% Howitzers) and everyth Teady
for a move oversess ,a few vacancies were filled by ferring some of the
inforcements. The two batteries were made up oxig entirely of Roysl
tralisn Garrison Artillery men,buti the first vacanc were filled pmxtiy
M ReAsGods and Aus tralien Garrison Artillemy(Citizen Porce Artillery). This
a8 the first occasion tha‘ls the reinforcements were made use et.m batteries
vhs been completed up to strength & move was mede abroad,first by 54 Battexy
ofi PFeb26th.1915. and by 55th Battery on larch 2nd.1915.,%0 Franece, in perishing
%M weather.heavy snow and frost,as photos of guns on trucks at Feun
!Et“nnihmftg griﬂr;mh hga;.r Rggzm can testify,but 'l'hiﬁ did
&mg e 8 o] T or har aver a bo uf troo loave
or the"@rea gmmﬂn'in 'batt-r apiritt. - v -

After the bdrigede left,accord to genersl report
and experience of ciege batteries at the front, it was thought that 28 men
every two months would be more than sufficient "to reinforce the main unit , 88
*ﬂ.ah formished showed very few casualties among this erm of the service unloaa

battery had such caswalties that would cause a complete ru-ar“ni.anti‘.on.
?o' in March,1916.at lont 5t Bloi 55 Battery had an experience quite to the
for hfore they had even fired o t,their billet at s farm was
Bhllaﬂ enemy with 5"9% shells on the 15th.of thet month ,when three
nen killed and sixteen wounded mnmitataﬁ the reinforcements been drawm wpon
pt once. Tmmediately on the demand being received on the X7th.April 1916.

M*Iﬂ"“ Yo Fooch tho Batery until "Hearly "R6S° onths Thlegut oFf cetion.

l Mention might be made here of the method of
drafte of reinforcements from the Commonwealth for the Silege Brigade from
Rmth:.ﬁtm onward. A new pwocedure wes adopted. Two sources were chosen
M draw volunteers from. Primarily the R.A.G.A.and seco the A.G.Aes The
ReAofeds called for recruits,who would sign on to do 2 preliminexry ¢
in the various Ports and then be drafted to the School of Cunnery for higherx
technical training in siege wprk., The A.G.A. were selected after they had
torved at least a year in theunit, smd were then sent to the same school
to out the same training in Sie work 28 the ReAG.A.Thue it can be seen
mm trained mnit of men would leave Austrelis every two months , and
&8 before mentioned,utilised as gun crews on armed transporis. All rein-
forcements from this time ,therefore,were thus 80 0f ReAG.A.and A.G.A.
snd representative of n'rm state in the Commonweslth.

‘ Just prior to the brigade moving oversess the
4thg Reinforcements ,comprising 28 men,errived in Teunton,and were found
billete. By a coincidence this draflt of men arrived on the dey that 54 Battery

left for oversess ,viz.Feb.26th.1916.
On the 24th.March, after the igade had hﬂh

the reinforcements were withdrawm from their billets a.m‘l ceted in hute
Ash leadows near Vivary Park. Here wet weather was exporienced and heavy falls
of snow took place ,but the health and spirits of tha men alweys renained at

*E. hi@ lﬂ“l‘

About the 4th.liay,1916.2 second draft of men left 4
she Depot for oversess to reinforee the batter:laa and on the 9th.lay,or there-si
sboutes the depot wss removed to Wellmarsh ﬁamp.shumma.an the Isle of Sheppye
‘m move was made in fine weather,but much wet weather was experienced later |
on. The health and discipline of {the troops 8till maintained at a high stand-
ard. Strict attention to treining wes made while Sheorness was used as & depot,
seventeen to twen¥dne miles route merches was a usual thing. Constant drill
was carried out on 6" Howitzers,and specialiste work was sone on with in

sccordance with syllabus.

o]

l‘ Tl
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sheet 4. K
cont:- . b’ s
| the 30th.May,1916.the Sth.reinforcements arrived vnder the commend of
fout.J.H.Rues0ll, A0 Ao This draft attested at the School of Gumnery on
- 318%.Dec.1916.and left Sydney on the o .3.Nestor es gun crewd and arri
. @bout the 27th.May at Monte Video Camp,Veymouth,and thence on to Sheerness.
1his draft compriced 28 men also,and were gquite up %o the siondard émedd in
all respects to previous dralte. \
During My end August nothing sual occurred,
but during August three drafts were despatched oversesas ,viz:= 20 men on
10th.inge,20 men on 23rd.Auge. IO men on 30th.Ang.

The &th*uinfnmammtﬁﬁ at the S chool
of Cunnery and left for-ingland on 5.0 .Beltansa, ing at Sheerness on
M‘il 164 _ e

On 10th.teptsa further dralt of 20 men left for

* oversesas. _

{ The 7th.reinforcements attested at the School of
Gunnery om 26th.April,1916.and left isustralia about 3Wth.July,on the S.5.
Orsova a8 gun crews M arrived at Pl{umﬁ and entrained right away forxr
Sheorness,arriving re on 2lst.Cept.1916. -

_ Lieut.Rowe and Lisut.Dobeon left Shegrmness for
France to Jjoin the brigade on 29th.Aug.1916.

During September ,1916.the depot was again moved

to Stowlangtoft, Sufflok,and here the men were kept harxrd at work on 13,15
and 60pdr.gune also 6" and 8" Howitzers , and 9" R.M.L.Howitzers. The usual
physical tr-uinins,mt- merches ,sipgnalling.elc.on syllabus were all carried
“out,no stepe2 being left that would prevent the men from being highly trained

and it belore proceeding overseas.,

| On 15th.lNov.1916., & draft of 20 men left for
overceas and on the 27th.Nov.1916.a dralt of 28 men arrived from Australiaj;
this wnae the 8th.reinforcements to leave the School of Gunexy.

: About the Elst.De¢.1216., another Anstiralisn Siege
Battery,afterwsrds known ue 338 Siege Batiery,vss formed,and in process of ',
formation men were drawn from the reinforcements then in the depot. This |
batiery comprised officers li.C.0.¢ ,and men drown from 54 and 56 Batieries

'\ gerving in Prance,a bateh of which arrived in Englond on lst.Jan.l1917., and
‘men who had seen service snd had returmed sick snd wounded ond even '

alnhll this depot after convalescenéemms were used in connection therewithe
gunn

ers were transferred in connection with thie on 4th.Jen.l1917.
A draflt of 60 men were celected from the R.B.A.Ae
at Lexrk Hill to further augment the strength of the above battery.
. The officers of this batiery werxe HMajor.A.V.Bates,
Capt.Tomkinson, and Lieuts.C.H.Morley,C.F.V.Bernard, end L.C.Vade. |

— e T g oy g g
£t for Borden Camp Hanits Xor Tr . v le 0r or ge
Depot, d ,where the m%m was put through & severe course of training

on 6" cwt.How. It was known and schnowledged as the smertest battery that
hed trained there for some time. The batiery moved to H lsea Barracks , Porioe-
mouth, and then to Shorneliffe,finally embarking for oversess in June,
1917. About this time 58 and 65 Batteries were increased from 4 gun to 6
gun 'bnt'h.i 8 ,and in view of this 338 Battery was acbsorbed in the
other two to manke them up to the required strongth,and thus passed out of
existence o8 a separate batiery.

on the 7th.Jan.l1917. & draft of men was sent from
S towl £t overseas ,and on the 15th.Jan.191%.Lient.Russell left to ‘En
“the 104th.Siege Batltery,R.G.A.from which later on he was tranaferred
54 Battery. On 19th.Jen.a further draft of 25 men were sont overseas.

At various times men werxe coming into the depot

he come from Frence sick snd wounded,and efter pssoing through itals,
valescence ,sick leave,and verious A.I.F. training camps,they were,i

clagsed as fit,sent on to Frunce again at first opportunity.

. On 2nd.Feb.19217.the 9th.reinforcements from
lastrelia errived ot Stowlangtoft.28 men comprised this draft.

A call was made from the batieries foxr telephon
iste ,end on’ the 9th.Feb.siz gunners,trained as telephonists,were des

asecordinglys

.

e L,
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the léth.feb.1917. ton mon smyched in to the Lepc i VErious L ekl l;

in the batteries.
Om

gggvm.—nmm--n %0 the Depot !

to
Que guanes - -zhlrilm-m
on 26th.ardhshaving been found Briher-<grvice ia |
the 19¢h. |
_Shuiies A% 3 (i Apxil ten nem,.cll of whom hed seem

"TOn the #988eiprid ¥ 108 0t0s; resamnt
Wn—:wutmﬂu-su, | hm

' n | 15 =moye men were drafted overceus
ﬁm.hrmhal’:- balleries. g

_ ' s Datertiine 2 ¢

vas transforved to the Dopot and ’ﬂ-lmﬂhm'ﬁ::::m

GTALUGLL o

s From the Pth.to | 9 swnneys mepohed
| hh_mm-ulm:nnm.z wounded fyrom the

¥ On the 16th.isy & Corporal wes tremsferred
{rom the Depot to 5358 Bat in of : |
T T S RS TR WL RS,

- OVeTROtR o |
in the “8nd.lsy 2/lieut.i.B.0exris of the 1
Ath Pattn,iel.F. vas etincied to the Depot fér duty. ii
|

ihe wenther had now beoome mach wmilder,in :
suovw ,eto.0f 2 short vhile belore. |

great ocontrest ‘0 the extreme

' provepied oversess. Lhis dyult consisted priscipelly of the -
- _M-Mﬁ_ ﬁ-nthlu.m | et

= mhuﬁtﬂiu&hm of

'_g rall mm-a.-t Lark Hill smd hm'lm of S8 punnesw

way t unit. These wore & well
They srrived at the depot om the e

of men.
on the 11ith.june snother drsft ganness
wes received fyom Lerk Hill. ~ of ten |
a

| ol 9.3, 3cunlinm. A0 e et ivintenst
m' -alm"'_ ettached to th wilt. |

Owing to 356 5iege

to

e R i

It became necescary to sgain draw on the A
mi:rm d.mmm Wﬁﬂ.
Sattery,who hod been wounded,msrched in to the Jepote

| .1717.the Depot was once
meumﬂg .t‘-'?-'v'm...:n-

c e R R N
At this depot
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hm bt 1 town situated about 106 miles
won neme for the instralisn soldliew,vide

~ K.

ﬂMﬁ-

R the setiteoredionts. |

o 80d 2.7 Seundeys, |

on the 26 wums:’tun&.mnmﬁ
thMWWhh Dowms .

the lZth.reinforeonents were at estod at th

_mw left for oversess on 1Oth.

= 5.5 Jinvathon, I0nmen, 3.8

10 5o JBORS -
35 ihnde Trinaporid eia ot e’ e ..*.i..m‘-"'-“-:-“'l:m
gamp, Cotterick,on 28th. -n-niw :

and had & fine
the Lepot n‘mg? i

1[ to & Dattexy m Course inm :lege ho;;.::!“ﬁ; *
&

lm cnd ."mm wes ap ointed ma-m his shochoo. |

|

m..u.mm-um:t:%mm

\
i i The strength of Offieexs in the wnit was
L ﬁMdmm_- imptralisn officeye from
wore Capls.G o Fe e Plrman  and Soile o0 iinoBr Ld0
i on the Sxd.iepte

- Mt.huhinwrmmm“m
am-mwmm |
xwmnmnmm:'m
nmhhm‘lqﬂuth
of the Anstralisa Hoval

and a
mmwlm.lﬂ.l%&hih unit mmn-
Mi ﬂmﬂ.

‘hey wore unwilling to revert to the runk
n:lymﬂmnha ‘ransfer would de approved by
ml put to 0.2 Command Uepot, leymouth, for Peturn %0 imstrslis,
mnsmmu,mtmn.

Dﬁt
sht tlniw health,und m of Relole wae ull
that tl“:numuﬂt NWG!MM:“‘ . afimitted to
. neu were

m:?finm d{ischarged,thyce of vhom were of the 1lith.:ud 12th.
£ « Dvo men mcﬁﬂ«lhhmmhﬁﬂm

to Stalford Do mmm-thm-unm
Intter wes ultin tely dlsposed of at lymouthe. =

'u.

¥




ihthnhln-
Une ganney
Veny

tton having |
by e n—uﬁ?ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬁ

On the 9th.ov. Liont.).l. . ogoner of the Jxd.
Ploneors id.F. wos stteched to the Depo tﬁm" over tho com-and
g F o v g R ® coemnt Sondht o B

and on the 18th.lov.Licut. egensy ssourmod gomsmd of the

mmm!&hhﬂu
' Prafts wore boing wtill ssked for,snd o

uoon as
mnwumm;wtmmmmmm-w

B0n8 =& soon o@ poseible. On the 10Th.Deo. nine swmsess Othey =

--‘-——“,___

S —— i e
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