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FRICUOURT 1st. Strength od Divisional Engineers, 25 0OUfficers 629 O.R. |
CAKLTON | : i
TRENCH. |4t h,’ Uccupied adavanced pos on,
i : Lt .Holmes 8th,Field Co,.with 65,Sapprers moved to front line and, under cover of dark
! constructed a 7 bay st rongpoint at N19.a,5.0.
Bt D, Wholse of 8th.Field Co. oOn repairs to Roads. |
l14th Field Co, The attack toock place at 9.10 a.,m,yes terday, Nos,l1,2 & 4 seotbons yov-
E Eing forward from Transport Lines and Jjoining No,3.section at 2 p.m. near the SUNKEN
ERUAD in M%0.&. near Bde Hgqrs, At 5.30 p.r, Nos,l & 3 sections moved to the left f lank,
ianci Noe .2 & 4 sections to the right flank to link back our original front line, the
' Bde
centre portion of the objective which was reported to be held by the Teh, int ., .
' The EitE&tiﬂn was not so and the sections on the left retired back to k30.,a, while the
‘sections on the right, getting in touch with a small bombing post held by us in the
i{LAZE, partielly linked back to our front line Dy connecting it 100 yds. of shellholes .
| The sectiond returned to the Transport Lines at 12 noon to-day. The sector was hande d
1 over to the 7th.Field Co,
BE.o «DeE. evacuated CARLTON THENCH and returned to FRICOURT.
Tth. Hed «DsE. removed t o RIBELONT, -
1 15t h,Field Co. Oonstruction of LUNGUEVAL-qUAKRY SIDING Decauvil le Line. Total 1length
7,200 feet. Earthworks comnpleted and plates laid minus balasting, Lt.0Oliver handed over
: lto 6th.Field Cc, 22/11/16,
8th, i HeQ «DeE. at RIBELONT., 5 |
' 14t h_ Field Co, moved out of WONTAUBAN at 3 a.r. arriving CARDONETIE at 5 p.m, and went |
# intorrest billets.
Pth,’ Bew «Defi. Orders received to return to FRICOURT, ey
lth, 8th .Field Co, kajor Sturdee temporarily detached for duty as C.k.tie Roads"XY"Corps,. Capti
Far quhar takes over conrand of &th.,F.C. |
%Eth. Ord ers received that Cocl.Carey would assume duties a8 C.hele Clrcuit on 18/11,71¢€,
| 1Gapt.BUtler Adjt. to C.Rer. ordered to report to H.k.G.section GeHewqoe
15th-- B2 DR left FRICOURT at 2.3%0 p.rn, arrived MOND AUBAN 7,30 p.m, Lt ., SeE.Evans loth,Fd,Clo, %
| 1875 W: W393/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C. & A. A.D.S.S./Forms/C.2118.
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ONTAUB AN 13thl,

17tfh.
| 18th,
| 19th,

20t hy,

Elaq.

- 22nd,

oxrdl,
50tH,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

| Lts ,Fry & Merkel and 4 U.R.left t o0 report to C.K.E. Guards Divieion BERNAFAY WOOD to
i take over ¥Field Cose, L
| 8th .Field Co, Lts,Uaddy & Holmes and 4 NeC.S'"s ,t ake over fror 76th,Co,.K.E.

' acccmmodation consisting of German deep dugouts and a few shallow shelters,

— s - - e
=

as sumes duties of Adjt. to C.R.E.

8t h,Field Cc. l.,section started work erecting Nissen Huts-.

Ly .Nangle temporarily detached as C.R.E. Roads"Y"Gorps

gth, Field Cc., taken off roads,

l14th .Field Co.moved from CAKUONEITE 6,30 a.,m,jocining l4th.Bde.uroup. Buscsed via
AMIENS QUERRIEU,LA HAUSS1E and debussed and marched to BUIRE. Transport left CARDUNETTEH

10 a.nm. arrived BUIRE 3 p.n.Z@XK.

8th .Field Co, Moved to 76th,Co.R.E.lines at LUNGUEVAL cross roads(sl?7 .b.2.2.)

14t h.Field C@. lioved from BUIRE arriving one mile west EHUKTAUBAN at 2 p.mIm,
16t h ,Field Co, karshed into WATERLOT FARL taking over from 70th . Co.R.E.

Hew s DeE. moved to BERNAFAY Wulb,

14th .#ield Co, moved to WaAaTERLOI FARWK and relieved 86 Co, K.E.

8th, Field Co, 2 sections on Nissen Hutting in B canp .

8th .Field Co. 21 huts completed.

16th ,Field Co. general work in consolidation of front line system. Right Bde.Aresa
NS5.a 1.,9. to N28 Db2,1.

Strength of Divisional Ergineers 2lofficers 620 0O .x.
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o W He adguarters, Bth. Australian UDivisional Eng ineerse.

' Qcte. 22nd. arrived FARICOURT CLATEAU,
Lkeartime the C.R.E. had taker over frog C.k.E. 30th.
bive.

We ather very cocld ard wete.

- Iwe communicatier trenches to front line
; "~ each scme 7000 yds. long.

DeHotls at FRICCURT ﬂHﬁTEﬁU, suns 15'00ﬂ
yde. from fropt lins.

Shelter from weathsr for troeps very
BCA&TCe. Supplies cbtaine ! from BECURDEL 2000 yis,
bﬂhi'ﬂﬁ U«Iﬂi:llhi &

Cerpe Engineer Cump from which all material
hes tc be obtaired 8000 yds. behind D.H.&+. and there-
fore acme £3%, 000 yds. fror front lins.

Roade fror FRICOURT, FORTAUBAR & BAZEHNTIN
continually blocked with trefflc. ‘

Roads broken ur under heavy trafific

between FRICUUKNKLI & LONCGUEVAL entailing a large expendi=-
ture of material and labour.

Broad-sauge KRailway. Cowstruction to
QUARRI Siding and via EAZERIT 1IN to LONGUEVAL at present
only used for & limited quantity of ampunition. '
QUARRY Siding branch is 4CC' curves; now teing straight-
ened to 600" curvese.

One bad road from QUARRY to LORGUEVAL vie
BAZERTINR., A bad Fortion QUARKY to BAZENTIR being
corduroid for slingle track.

From LORGUEVAL to FLENS a uUecauville Rajl-
way has been laid; single track for 500 yds. on S.E.
* side of road; then double treck for 1780 vds, on X.W,
slde of road. 0 Junction between these twd tracks.
éground much disturbed by shell holes, in which the -
line s8inks, therefore only it for hand rower.

_ Road from LOBGULVAL to FLLRS very bad and,
except for the Decauville Track above refsrred to,
practically all material has to go by Fack hAnimal from
LONGUEVAL to the front line, a distance of some 6000
yds. ° Thi 8, cormbined with the traffic difficulties
* on the rcads behind ILUNGUE VAL, makes8 the prevision of
h Engineer iaterial in any quantity imprecticable.

Lorries run fronr tce Corps Dump to
' NANETZ, on which sector the lorry can generally do 2
tripe per day, but from LALETZ tc LONGUEVAL 18 & one
dey trip, scmet imes extending well inteo the night,
although the d4i stance between ths two places is only .
! some 33 miles.

QUARRY Siding liabls to bed flocding and

coneequent bud mud conditions for rfack Animale and
Venicles. fhis could be cured by =2 wilje drainage
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schere-down the CATERFILLER VALLEY.

Frogress on the LAZENTIN - LUNGUEVAL
broadgsupge branch is slow owing to the weather and
té diffaculties in providing labour from Divisions
which have become exhausted by fighting r by
| weather conditions.

A | Drainapge of Communication and ipront
irenches is8 rendersd difficult by the type of mud
which is sticky and blocks up any drains.

~ . i1f the Uffensive is tc continue during
the winter it would 'ppear ecventail to provide mors
comfort for ihe trcopse in the  rward séctor so as

i to ensure that trocps waiting for & fine day on which

, to attack are not exheusted by weather conditions

: : - during thelr deys of waiting, nor by & long =nd

§~ difficult marcl from their bivouac to their front

trenches.

_ Lo obtain these conditions the feollowing
{ weculd a; ear tc be essential;- ”

E . sati nraatﬁ corpletion of railway
schemes to WUARRY and LONGUEVAL including dralnage
of environs ¢f both places. ‘

} rroviegion of Decauville tragk for each -

| ; bivision, the alighment of the track e to re oson trolled

f by the Corpse.

I | Ihs conatruction and opersation to be
entirely ctntrolled by the Division in whose interest
it liee tc get supplies forward to their own troops.

, fhe Uivieicnal Decauville to start from

' the Railway Terminue at which it draws ite supply and

to be pusned forward as & double line toc sime 2000 yds.
cff the front linej; after that have twoc or more single
track lines gocing as far forverd as the Hurs will
&ll ow. Faving obtained corrunications the next
reguirerent is she lter from the weather for the back
trocope, and from both weathisr & shell for the forward

troopa. inese latier should be provided for aay 1000
men at intervals of from 1000 t¢ 18500 ydes. from back to
= front and should correspond with tactical dsfenes ive

-lines as a precaution egainst heavy attack by the enemy.

inie would ensure that only ths troope in the 8.0 tual

front line sulfered exposure. iroops detailed for ocur
attack would have cover within 1500 vds. of the front -

line, frow which they co:ld march up to their ascembly
trenches and the enormous exrendi ture of energy, at

Preeent wasted in marching and countersmarching entailed
| by the neceneity of frequent Peliefs would de aveided,
3 as als: the enornous expenditure in labour of D anscarry-

ing stores and suppliecse. -The traffic on the rcads would
be largely curtailed, which would accelerate roverent

of every description and the nunber of transeport animels
would be reduced by 78% in the forwerd cector.

e
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After an at.t.ﬂ.qk* th+ prolongation of
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of rajlways and roads, and the rrovision of fnﬁﬁth'er
gat of shelters a2s puch ahead of the last acs the

new forward line is ahead of the o0ld line, should

at onee be put in hand in preparation &F for further
I OVE »

If it 18 considered necessary that the
Decauville Line should be laid s0 a8 to take Engine

Traffic it would be decirabdble to have & ppecial

Unit for each Livisional Area, whose duty it would

be to oontinually push forward the track: but if the
Offensive is t¢o continue from time to ticme as weather
remite, it should be recognised that the Decauville
Track is cnly a terporary expedient to be followed °

up by 8rcad-gauge Railway, the Terminus of whilch
need never be much more than 5 to 6000 yds. behind

the front line. Bearing this in mind it should
not be necesesary toc make Uscauville Irack fit to

t ake heavy stean engines. Lven retrecl Notors
could be disrensed with in favour of Eule Haul age,
which can be made to work over & more quickly laiad
track and up st:-eper grades.

Congliderable use is being made of
Sledges for evacuating casualties. They are also

being tried for transport of ammunition, tc reduce
t he amount cf pack transport.

It is thougnt imprwtiuaﬁla to use

‘the long lengtne of CeTe, for relieving troops and
that relief shculd rather take rlace cn the oren
at dusk, except for perhaps the 1000 yds. nearest

the front line. The labour of upkeep of the rear
portion of Communication ITrenchies being diverted

to urkeep of overland routes for pack and sledge
transport and for marching troops.

a1

Bt—Uoi.,
GIHI E‘-'
5/11/16. 5the Australian Divisiocn.
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