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WAR DIARY

bth.Austb.Pionecr Battalion.

FOR

_MAY

e | -

LIST OF APPENDICES.

Subject.

Vessage No.P.E.27.

Circular re additional Lewis Guns.

Message No.P.B.31,

Amendment to Sth.Aust.Pionesr Battahion Order No.41.
egsage No.P.E.39.

Meesage No.P.E.4Q.

- Message No.P.E.45.

bth.Aust.Pioneer Battalion Order No.4%3.

Memo To C.R.E.Sth.Aust.Div.re amount of trenches duge’
oth.Aust.Pioneer Battalion Order No.44.

Handing Qver P= PET.

Report on work for month of May.

Q.,Tailors {Bnmtmakers and Medical Officers Heport.
Movement of Officers,and T.0:s report

Commanding Officers’ Report and L.G.0’s Repobt.

5 Air Photographs of Pionecr Switch,
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APPENDIY. ﬂ/

H.q.,5bh.Aust.Pioneer Battalion. -

P/ "’ 6th May 1918.
h 0.C."A" c_w-; ' Kﬁwb

O-C-“H“ Gﬂyu [

0.C."C" Coy. \ Q- ./

0L E.R" Coy.
L.G.0fTicer,
War Diary.

Four additional Lewis Guns have recently been received
by the Battalion,and +hese have been distributed 1 per Coy.

: The Lewis Gun Organization of the Companie€s will now
be as follows :— ik : _

& platoons of each company,which musy include the
flank platoons,will be provided with 1 Lewis Gun each,the
remaining plat~~™ being,for the present,without a gun.

Nos.l.and # {(at' lesst) off each Lewis CGun Section masty
be thoroughly efficient treined gumners. All companies
mist effect ar & any transfers necessary Lo ensure that
this ig given effect vo.

3 The amminition and eswms— magazines for these additional
guns will be carried onmthe forward half of the Company
Timbers. The 5,000 rounds previously carried . in boxes will
now be carried in besxes magazines.

Companies should also sec that some men of the platoon
at present without a gun are trained as Lewis Gunners,so
+hat in the event of the 4th.gun per company being dobtained
the organization will enable a section to be formed-
immediately.

Lieut.Colonel.
Comdg.5th.Aust.Pionecer Battalion.A.T.F,

5 e
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

“A’; - F-ﬂm- | =1 B I ﬁ.l'ﬂ'l}" Fﬂl.'l.'l.'lc II:I

: (In [.‘I-ﬂdS of 100)
MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. o e

Words.] Charge.

This message is on ale of »
I:ﬁﬂd - “-qil'-l-ll-ﬁ"rml'

AN EEEE s‘nm Dﬂtﬂ‘t-n-um mmmmm e

-------------------------

Day of Month, In reply to Number,

Time

i . - 4
Fhe above may be fapivanaed as pawtofdted. | (Z) /) / /
g e Censor, Signature off Addressdr or person ault _'1_ b v it
. * This line should be erased if nm : ”I “f
(7981) Wt. Waga/M1647 130,000 Pads s/iy D.D.& L, EMBT

RCDIGTO08808



“RORRBRT. HeQeyBhr Aush, Pionasr Sabhalien,
24%r Yay 1918,

1, Tre fellowing rslisfs will taks place on thra 255 iratart -
("2- "A" Cempuny will %aka nver wari of "D" Company in tre
srward arsas alouh F,OMME. "A™ Ceapary will nova out ab
nightfall orn %he 85%h. & Paok Males will alse be rgliavsdc,
Ven will carry full marohing ~rder. Dlankets will te Saken
Ly Ge8. Wagon - thée onas wagon taking “A" Comrary’s 1 laniets 4
will return witt "7" Cempany’s. |
() "D Company will %ake ovér tha Trides Guards on H,SOUE
fromz “C" Company,and alse the Salvesgs Farty working in CoOrRDII
 on svedning nf BESh insbant. .
(u} "B" Conpany will oarcy on with "A™ Cemrany’s work en
"1'."211141'}* ageats on the 854 and serdinus antil complstion,
L B A" Company mms% be irn s pesition +o commeria wanrk an WIELCNMTY
Ir-"“ 9D ﬁnd "ATLLY-LE-"BC ~n %Ys nizt* of +Yg 83/37% . An NI igar
| from “D" Ceampany will ramairn wity A" Compary Teor 24 Yours
; to Indicaba She work penerally.
e O the 87Tth,"D" Campany will .roungs %n ralieve *>air own
‘man on Bric-=¥l Guards an' at UONBTE, Trey will .lse reliave
C" Company’s man on D.H.Q. Dugsubs. / /,-
0 I ]
._..r‘-“""_"' :lﬁut.-(}ﬁl.
Commanding 5% Aust, Pisnsar Batbalion.

Unpies issuad as under -

CoeDe No.l. .2 B |
Bnd ir Command " 3 War Dianmy """9°% 19
A¢ Jutant i ile " o1s
g-g- :g: Gﬂy- : ] e epReDs & " e0e

’ i - gg: L g (For infermation)va,14

h | 7.0, "D" Coy. " ¥
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APPEN ux&f

S HBOCRET . H.Q.,6th Aust. Pioneer Battalion.
, .y soth May 1918.
Ir..\ ﬁ an- Nﬂth--ii.
\ L‘,;
AT T ik 1K 44
Map Reference FHANCE. ©2D.

B 24 The Batbalion will be relieved by the 4th Pioneer Battalion by
~ 12 noon on the 1lst proximo. The Battalion,less "A" Company,
| will remain in Banks near BUSSY.
| The details of the relief will be as set oub below. .

S e An Officer from the 4th Pioneer Battalion will report to Lieut.
CUNNINGHAME at No.7 Bridge at 2 a.m.,on the 5lst instant,and will
arrange details of the taking over of the Salvage Pabbty and Bridge
Guards. This relief is to be completed on the night of the
5l1/1st. |

e An Officer will report to "C" Company at 9 a.m., on the 51lst inst.
with reference to taking over all deep dugout work for the 49th R&
Battery near FOUILLOY. This work will be discontinued after the 3dst
instant.

4, An Officer or N.C.0. will also report to "D" Company at 9 a.m.,
3lst instant with regard to teking over deep dugoubts at Divisional
Headguarters near BUSSY. The time of handing over will be mutually
arranged.

B "A" Company will be relieved on the night of the 81/lst. An
Officer from the 4th Pioneer Battalion is reporting to "A" Company
H.Q. at 12 noon on the 31lst inst. to whom all details of the work #&n
both Brigade Sectors will be given. "A" Company will also arrange
to leave one Officer and one N.C.0. behind for 24 hours to act as
guides and give any further information necessary. "A" Company
will arrange to be clear of their present camp by 10 p.m.

D On completion of the relief "A" Company will mtwe to Billets occupied
by a Company of the 4th Ploneer Battalion near BONNAY,I.l0.c.5.8,.
One Officer from "A" Company will report to the Company H.Q. of
the 4th Pioneer Battalion at 1 p.m.,31lst inst.,to get details of work
and billets. The Company will rest on the lst proximo and will be
ready to continue work on the 2nd. The work consists of dismantling
a Conveyer.

T "C" and "D" Companies will be employed after the 1st proximo on
rear zone defences. Major McCLEAN,D.S.0,will be responsible for
the conduct of this work and will make all necessary arrangements Sor
same with the C.R.E. Rear Zone Defences,(North).

Ol "B" Company will,for the present, Eixnx rest after completion
of the Battery Dugouts. ol i

Il
e Lieut.-Col.

r
f

"

Comdg. 5th Aust. Pioncer Battalion.
o Copies issued as under:- C.R.E. No.8.
a C.0. No.1 Lt . CUNNINGHAME e
Mﬁ-:!ﬂl‘ MGC]—EE»II,D-S-O. ; B c 0',4‘t’h Pl'DI'?r.E'EI‘ B‘n." 10 .
Ad jutant. e War Diary " 11-14
O.G.“%“Cny. " 4 i le 1B,
0.C. "B" . o i
D e ggjyf- t g T.0. !Q'M' & R.M.O., - (FUI' infﬂrmﬂ‘tlgn)
D-G. 'IIDI'I CU'F. " ?
iy /
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QoNe, 40 Plomaer Tatlallor,
O P8, ,5%0 ingh. Division,
qar Jiary..
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ﬁﬂjﬂlm !;‘.'hﬂh is taing Gug Tron PeBeteBed3. %0 Plliﬁlltlll-'
about BY yards ir .11 ravirg Lasn sompleated, leaving «loud
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34 mar workine urder tha Towr Yaier at COWRTE on salvegl duty.
™his cachy i oamped nasl Fo,7 B»

be

| | Mn‘}. art {8 peratally suprenr-~
) vised Ly tha Wiicar in orurze »f %Y Dridaes, |
5. The ﬂtngs af *ra wark is Teirs cancieé oubh frem She Bathallon
ni1le%s raar DT T-lan-DAYTRO,sxca b one Oannuny ,whiot is
dug in 6% T.10,4.8,0, This rus besr fourd cuite suhialashony -
in org sude, ir ~PGET %0 copa with fevward work in P.18 and

y PolP. 1% was fourd racessary te move o Jompany into D,18.4.
| wenorrarily. 1 2 g
; | / ;ﬂf“r
| M JAALA
Bt i Ligub.~Col,
~ Oamdez,.Hh Aush, Floreer attallion,
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A \ REPORT ON WORK FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 1918.

| The mein work for the month was Defences, i.e. digging trenches
: and erecting wire - defensive and tactical.
3 The AUBIGNY SYSTEM and the Flank Defence Line (Pioneer Switch)
were the main jobs for the earlier part of-the month. Later,'"D"
Company moved out to VAUX and worked on Communication Trenches and
Reserve trenches on both sides of the R.SOMME,and the other Com-— .
panits did general work - perhaps the most important being shell-
proof Artillery Dugouts,of which close on 50 were completed Tor
various Batteries.
Much work was done,tboo, on Bridge Defences — in many places
it was impossible to dig trenches and breastworks had to be erected.
For the wiring of these,and also the main wiring of PIONEER SWITCH,
it was not always possible to get stakes from R.E.Dumps,and one
platoon was engaged for nearly a fortnight in cutting same, both
long and short. ' i
. A Platoon worked for a week at building barriers at intervals
across the VECQUEMONT Ammunition Dump. Only a very few sandbags
were available and the barriers were constructed chiefly of stakes
‘ and wire netting.
From 45 to 50 men were employed conbinually during the month
R in picqueting the various Bridges from near COEBIE up to the front
line - "C" Company found this party for most of the time,and it’s
 H.Q. were at CORBIE.
= . A Salvage Party of 15 to 20 men was atbached for nearly the
& whole period to the Town Major in CORBIE for salvaging material in
the town. The first party to go out all became Gas Casualties, and
it had to be replaced entire. Much valuable material,especially
cotton and wool, was salved. | |
Other minor jobs were,about 850 yds of indication ‘btrenches
for Defences at LA MOTTE, clearing out,shoring up,and making gas-—
proof ,many cellars,both for artillery and A.M.C., cable burying
at BUSSY, repairs and maintenance of FOUILLOY-HAMELET Road, deep
dugouts for the Divisional and Brigade Staffs at BUSSY and TRON-
VILLE Chateaux respectively, fencing in the AUBIGNY Military Cemedery,
Improvements were also made to the living quarters of both men and
officers in the Banks near BUSSY. Towards the end of the month
Orderly Room and H.Q. shifted over to the Banks from the village
and good accomodation was built.

e — e S — e ——— — — — —"
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o | ' AppendiXx . ) 2
\ /7 ‘ Sty IASTER’S REPOR! MONTH OF MAY 1918. /

Debit. Credit.
Breeches,M.S.' prs. 20 81
2 D.Se 44 55 92
Tunics, S.D. . 405
Puttees prs 100 86
Coats,Great, D.S. 43
" 4 Fur-lined. i
Hats, C.P. 8
gfheets, Ground, W.P. _ 50 29
Jackets, sheepskin. 103
5 Cardigan. - 148.
Respirators, S.B.- 48 © B4
Conteiners, S.B.R. o8 55
Tins, Mess. a2 186 47
Boots,Ankle,ban. o4 59
" - Field Service - | 5
A quantity of Holdalls,Housewives,Knives,Forks,. -
Spoons ,Razors,Tooth Brushes,Shaving Brushes,
Combs ,Braces and Boot laces,were also drawn
from D.A.D.0.S. ' . ;
Various tools were drawn from D.A.D.0.S.
and others returned. :
B S MA TAL. %
' soles, % Billed, prs . . 225
Leather soles, Binds. 85
Rivets, iron, %", 1bs 14
Lifts, Heel, prs 100
Quantities of Lubricatbting oil,R=ExsX
. Tlanne lette ,cordage etc.drann,
ITRANSPORT SUNDRTES
Material drawn in connaction with
maintenance & repair -of harness,
wagons etc. .
COOKER PARTS. _ ; 3
: Bodies, Travdlling Kitchen. | 1.
Pans,Frying. _ _ | | 8 8.
Boilers,without taps. : | v i
- Gratings, K.T. | 3 8
Kettles, Camp. A 3
LEWIS GUN, PARTS. ' | e
L Lewis Guns, complete. | 2
- Various spare parts & material for E
T ~ maintenance & repair was drawn., |
Rifles., 50
Bayonets. ‘ _ | " | 47
scabbards., | 48

Web Equipment,Parts, (Sacks) T B

. v et ]
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> il MM@MEWJ
RATTONS .

Rations drawn from A.S.C. for the month were of good
guality and cuantity,with the exception of potatoes.
During the Month the Battalion purchased:500 kilos of
Potatoes,the cost of same being borne by Regimental Funds.
Iron Rations for the Battalion were turned over-to Com—
panies on various dates.

.
f

= - i S S y—

On the 12th instant all Companies”’ and Details’ Cooks

were paid for fat returned for the previous three months,
total weight of same being 3,015 1bs.

During the month of May the Unit returned 50 Drumﬂ nf'Fat,
Total weight, 2,500 1bs ., 00 A.8.C4'

TAILOR’S REPORT.

.. o5 prs Breeches and 11 Tunics were altered.te fit men.
Colour patches were also put on men’s tunics and Great Coats.
Numerous repairs were carried out.

BOOTMAKER”S REPORT.

551 prs Boots were half soled and heeled by Battalion
Bootmakers. B0 pairs new boots were clumped and heels raised.
Other repairs were also executed during the month.

1 1. GENERAL, HEALLTH.— Good: the prevailing diseases were
furunculosis and influenza, the latter lasting 3 - 4 days,wibh

rapid recovery. Diarthoea has been rare.

2. WATER SUPPIY,- from Water Stangpoint in village of
BUSSY-1es-DAQURS, requiring 1 measure of bleaching powder.
Water carts are kﬂpt clean and in good order.

O FOOD.~ Good in quantity and quality. Cooking and cookhouses
good,and men have received 3 hot meals a day.

4., LATRTNES .-~ Flyproof box latrines have been substituted for
all trench latrines. Urinals are deep snamage pita - flyproof.
5. MANURE.—- is dumped and covered

6. EEFUSE.—~ is incinerated and remains buried.’

7. BATHS.— have been provided:a large proportion of men have been
bathing in the river.No change of clothing has been issued,but
men have had opportunity of washing underclothing.

8. SCABTHES & LICE.— A few cases of Scabies have reported: lice
are prevalent.

~—

9. GENERAL.- © men are to be paraded for medical boarding. -

o a——
o —
i ==
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‘ " Lieut. P. HAMMOND left for Training Battalion,England. 2.5.18
Lieut. W.J.BAILEY. Died of wounds. 10,518
Capt. W. BUCHAN,M.C. Rejoined from leave & duty. 10.5.18

Chﬁplain.EjJ;HﬂﬂEWODD. Joined to relieve Chaplain
(4th Class) B ORAMES (Brd Cl=ss) 12.5.18

Lieut. W.W.E.GRAY. Rejoined from Corps Wireless Section. 13.5.18

Ch~plain B.ORAMES (3rd Clmss). Left en route to Australi=.15.5.18

2 /Lieut. R.Li., DICK. Joined from 0.T.C. 25.5.18
TRANSPORT OFT'ICER’S WORK REPORT TOR MONTH OF MAY 1918.
- No. of G.S.Limbers turned out during period 9s.
Tot~l number of hours worked a78

Average hours worked per limber — 3 hrs 59 mins.

No. of G.S.Wgons turned out during period 1156
4 Tot~l number of hours worked _ | 469
Aver-ge hours worked per wagon - 4 hrs 4 mins.

Repairs Co
7 G.S.Limbers, 2 watercarts and 3 G.S.Wagons,repaired and
- painted (2 coats) *
5 G.S.Wagons repaired and oiled (2 coats)

S for the month.
15 sets heavy dramghts,new, including A.8.C. Heavy Draughts

attached.
- 10 sets Riflers, new.
& sets Medium Draughts,new.
49 m=kw sets Mules,L.D., new.
&% sets Mules, pack, new.
7 sets Mules,L.D., Temoved.

4
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‘During the past month the Battalion has been engaged mainly
= on defensive works, .
| In all,over 14 miles of trenches have been dug on the
Divisional front.

The Battalion was hard pubt to it to cope with the work,
especially during the middle of the month,when every available man
was working. As the various tasks were completed,some relaxation
was allowed. The health statistics,however,have suffered very !
little on this account.

Practically all work has been done on the task principle,
which has been found very sabtisfactory,but considerable Judgment
has been found necessary in allotting the tasks owing to the
very different natures of digging experienced. Tn trench digging
the task has varied from 1liyds per man to as much as Syds per man,

The majority of the casualties have been from Gas,and these '
chiefly amongst detached parties. On two occasions whole parties -
the Road Mine Garrison in VILLERS BRETONNEUX,and the Salvage Party
in CORBTE - were evacuabed.

Lisut.-Col,
Comdg.5th Aust. Pioneer Battalion,

On May 4th four new guns arrived,bringing the total strength

up to 12 guns for the Battalion. They were allotted 1 to each Company.
On the same day classes were commenced to train men to man these
guns.
- This class,amongst other things,was given lectures.and
8imple exercises in tactical harndling of the gun,range practices
at 250 and 300 yards,including stoppages on the range,and firing
with Box Respirato?s on. They were also shown how to use the Barr &
Stroud rangefinder,and how to make range cards,

On May 17th new classesx were commenced to train & team per '
Company in readiness for a further issue of guns., This brought
the Company Lewis Gun strength up to 40,except in the case of "C"
Company,who have had a number of casualties df late amongst their
gunners.,

Four elliptical sights wére issued towards the end of the
month for A-ﬂ-WﬂI‘k." . :

X :5/4

‘
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This type is specially suitable for berks or surnken
Toads of medium depth, They are quickly constructed and
¥equire very little R.E.Material, The excellent protection
given ageinst shell fire is illustrated by the fact that
oné of this group had & direct hit with an eneny 5.9" H M.
shell and suffered no dA-g;:u roof being level with
the grfound o» the road in sgives complete protectéon
Trom splinters, Gas protection is provided by means ofa
Gas Proof Door,which is 7olled up when not inwuse.

overhead cover, The
framee of round timber
Prope, '
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