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Instruetions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs.. Part 11
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title ~pages
will he prepared in manuseript.
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, 1ST. AUSTRALTAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER HO. 21.

Jrigade Headquarters,
Wy lst. April, 1917..

i W”';?_I«JFEREH11:1+:-: HAP, ALBIRT Combinod Sheet 1:40,000.

—m w W

i The 1st. Australian Infantry Brigado will procesd by
march route to HOHTAUBAN on 3rd. April in accordasnce with
attached wmarch tablo and will cncamp in Sguarc 8.2/.D. Tho 21st.
llachine Gun Oompany will bs attached to lst. Australian Infantry
Brigade for the movo.

2. The starting point for all Unitso except 21st. liachine
Gun Company will be tho RIBEIONT Chursh.

5 The following distances will b® meintained on tho march :-

Between Commanieo 100 yards,
setween Units and Transnort 200 yards,
Botween Battalions 200 yards,

4., Advonco partiee as under will report to Staff Captain
at RIBEI'ONT Church at 0800 on 3Brd. instant.

por Battalion, 1 Offiecer, 8 other ranks,
tachine Gun Combany)
L. 1i. Battory ) 1 Officer, 2 other ranls,.

5. Roar partios of one Cfficer, 8 other ranks per Battalion,

and one Officoer, 2 other ranks other Units, will be left behind to
hand over billets to Town llajor and obtain recelipts as tc cleanli-
nega, ote..

e, Two G.S. wagono will roport at each Battalion Headqguartcrs
and onc G.S. wagon for Trench licrtar Battery at 0800 on 3rd. instant
and will march with lst. Line Transport,

s Battalion reservos of S.A.A., Bombs, gtc., will be loaded
at LIONTAUBAN Siding at a timo to be notified lator.

g. Brigade Headquarters will close at RIBELQNT at 1130 on
5rd. ingtant and ro-open at the same hour at HONTAUBAN

———————————————— i { f h/ . e

. ¢ MRy d L
./ % !'L e Hﬂujﬂl‘q

Brigado llajor, lst. Australian Infantry Brigado..

DISTRIBUTION.,

Extra Copios to :-
WOSe £5. T0.Rs CO¥,, B, 8:58:0.,
l4. Town Major, RIBEIONT,
5. Town liajor, LONTAUBAN,
1#. 2nd. Aust. Infantry Brigade,
17« Bth, Aust. Division, -
18, 2lst. Aust, li. G. Coy., DBRIAITCOURT.

fake & Rust a‘"‘?GC;}};.
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HARDY TABLE ISSUSD TITH 1ST. AUSTRALIAN THFARTR” BEICADE ORDER KO, 21, &? *
. = Time ta Dasg
Date. Unit. From. IO Route . Starting vnoint,.
April Brd. ond.Battalion. EIBEL:OIT HONTAUBALH, BUIRE-DEEMANCOURT - I TZAULTS - 0c0n
g.2¢.D. FRICOURT.
Zrd.Battalion. i J " 0930
4th.Battalion. " = - 1000
lBt.'.BdE- H-G’,. )
lst A H.G.Coy. ) i " 4 10%0
18t A. L. K. Bty.)
lst.Battalion. i & n 1040
o1st.Aust.ii.G.Cov. DERHAITCOURT v ITBAULTE~FRICOURT. 0245

{lato 1"th.Aust.
s 00Y . )
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| Appendix No, 447/ T
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| Bricads leadquarters,
= Ml Ml. 1'1?#
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TRATIVE ORDEE IN &0 [ION VIiH 180, AUS

R e Lo

SEIBAL . ORDCE ps

NFASTE
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LSt *J{uj
. 'h"».. 5
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y

B iitien vhialits stll sareh eapty to RUNTIIBAN Seagedé
Camp, shere they will refill from D.A.C. on ths day of arrival. g
ricadeg are to demand on D.A.0. for smmunition and arensdes

fortheith. |
After arpival in new fAress, the Bth, Must, V.4.C, %1l o2 the

_:; -m-rmmmmnmm. |

. oy

ly one blsnket -mnnumu. The second
blanket will be retumed to ALBEHRT ;now. These will be rolled
hmdm;mw.. BB e

.. ' PR
the suthorised loads ere to be carried, vide lst. Aust
m dated 29/2/17, g =

é.

@5 with Town Najor to leave w‘ nt-
Y in 2 Dillet mdn muard. |

end Camps ars 10 Do loft 1 & cloan and
Unite will arrsnge to obtain statements in dupl

By S oo P ok - F " o - .
X - L r ! = o gt A o - DR T -, - g e - o
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1 . " . ——— - e o 3
e m % | e
i o 18t, A LT Battery will arrance to take fuﬂ =1
- s 5
! " Fl

th: Stokes ¥ortar "asn® Carta. T o
& 8. SUPPLY. | .

Supply Fallheads srs zg follovas-
s/a/17. EOSERTILL, $ 4
&/4/17 . BAZENTIN, J;

) . BAPAUME,
4 ~@apply Officer will inform Quartermasters of pleocs snd time of issue.

s - |
ich Stores in on of Units of the Bth. Aust. !
Division uu hh-lhl over to ts of the 1st. Aust. Division. Sum
mmlmthmum. |

& list OFf Tronch Stores taken over will de forwarded to
=l|-!gnlh Hondguartors sa soon as possibdls after relief.

10«

| isa will remain sa at presant ﬂmlill.
{ n. s,

) Picks shovels, atle, v | hmm Limbered m*-

Staff Captain, lst. fustralisn Infantpy Sricedo..
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1 Appendix No. !'"""';/ f}, .. - i 10

S ECRI COrY HG.J.%E...

D 1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO. 22,

PR | .. Brigade Headquarters,
- SrQ. Aprilk, I917s

REFERLNCE MAPS, ALBERT COMBINED SHEET 1:40,000
- SHEET “?G 1:40 ODO

b The; L. Australlan ¢niantrv Brigaﬂe will ralieve
porticn of the 14th., Australian Infantry. bPlF&d& in the line in
acgordance with attached march tabls,

? The. stakting point will be pcjnt bxﬁfaD B IR0
: A distanco of hLelf a mile will be malntainad betwoon
4 Transpcrt ﬁf Units. * -
; 2. 5 _~Tha.houndaria5 of tho Brigado Soctor &aro:-
! (54 —0n the South, NJ28.C:0.0. ¥ GylﬁﬂDm%qE. - 0.9.0.8n1¢
= G-alaugnrﬁuryn _— ..!'I .]4 D 8 8 e 1{155 Daﬂ P = an C‘ f:,‘." -[-
(13)F - SCn kho Nerth, Cross Roads I1:27.C.10.95. -~ DELB&TY
o FARM flnclusle) ~ Cross -Roads I.23. E,a 215, - BEAUMRTZ
(inclusivo). - :
A Britilish DlViElOﬂ i8 on our ?1gnt, and %rd Aust.
Infantry BPigﬂdﬁ w111 bo on our Left.
O Tbe Brigade hocfcr il be ﬂﬂlﬂ &E-&ﬂ-ﬂﬂtﬁﬂﬁt.ﬁﬁﬂﬁicn
with the 1Lgls Batfalimn in the advancod line of resistance,
| 4. Oommandinp foluox ist. Battalion will send '
representatives into ocach peﬂf ‘and poglition in fthe advencoed 1ing
cn the night of 4/5th. April. | -
O 1he Corps main line of resistance will bo tho lino
through 0.5.Central I.27.Central. This lino will bBe held in
& the Brigade Sectur by a nuclous garrigcn consisting of 2nd.
i Battalion and 2 Sections 21st. Aust. M.G, Gay., undor cemmand »f
Commanding CPfIcar 2rd. Battalion.
| i 6,* " The Brd. and 4th. Bauta11mna i Mnchina Gun vaﬁj
| and lst. L.T.M.Battery will form a rosarﬁ% at HAPLINCOURT ..
[ s S
P  Billsting partios consisting of 1 Cfficer 8 0.R.
| per Battalion dnd 1.0fficor 2 O.R. por other unit will repcrs
| to Staff Captain on 4l:, inst., as Follows: -
Unite goine to FREMICOURT at FREMICOURT et 1100
" VILLERS au VILLERS au
g _ BLDS - - at FLOS at 1130
|3 & Bl " HAPLINCGQURT at, HAPLINOOURT at 1200.
] & bBrigade Headquarters will closo at MONTAUBAN
: S«27,D. at 0930 on 4th, inst., and re-cpen at DELSAUX FARM
I.QE.A; at 0940
ACEKZE O W:L B DGEH,~ < ,fl”;) /?/
_..;..;..._._._._.'__.....,.__._.'_;; ________ - ""t./e—"’" -
: i MR Ve, e
Brigade Major, 1st Australlan Iﬂfantry Brlgadc..
j - s DTS PlﬂUTION, |
Extra ~ocopioes. to: - | =
: I‘lnu jﬂr'-'." T"'jD,LI g C"D],Tc, A ﬁ S G i
(A CE SRV I 1 wn Majer, MONTAUBAH AT
: N 2l 158 1B rd . Nugtt Imfharitiy ﬁrlgmd@;
r-' X . L% Lk : 1F:ft.1rl hbl'la ﬁuabn Di*viglfn;
\ ¢ 1v, dlat (1a%u 18th.) Aust. laisoy.
\.i 4 il | '|l-=- t" 1*:.-
* Jq lﬂt Auqt Eif. Train.
i 31 "!.-E— H"‘ “"'] U':'-"?h ,-n.. "L"_;L“:

IHBU‘“! at P 515

e — ey T S
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OVEMENT TABLE ISSUED WITH 1ST. AUSTRALIAY INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO. <e. =
e 1M S ey e =
Date. Units. Fram. 1o Time to. paas ';g
legs. Transport. . & starting Peoink. Routes. &
= i | ot
« April orid ., Battalion. MONTAUBAN FREMICOURT 0800 ) Pergonnel via 8. 28 D.3.1. - LONGUEVAL and ELLIOT'S <
P Ath, S Qactg. 21lat.% : g Duckwalk and across ceuntry. =
H. G 0oy, W i 0808 o
Srd: Battalion. i HAPLINCOURT 0810 Iniantry Tia S.28. 0081 = S EduE 8,1, angd GREAT mSE;
~ ggh | ' OENTRAL Duckwalk and across country. 3
‘lat. Battalion. ] VILLERS au FLOS - 0830 Infantry via 8.28.D.%.1. - LONGUEVAL and BLLIDT S “::i_
: , , Duckwalk and across country. o,
i 4th. Battalion. g HAPLINCOURT 0840 ) .
$° Ngte Bde. H.Q. A DRELSAUX FARE 0850 ) nfantry via $.28.D.%.1. - S.22.D.8.1, and GREAI
1+ 1gt. ‘H;Zﬂc 7 . e HAPLINGUUHT 855 ) GEHTRAL Duckwalk and across cuuntry.
3 et LT iE EEY @ 0900 ). ) TOn e
: ijzd Speh¢41 Crders will b6 “chlvﬂd by Headquartors and cther twd aﬁﬂtlﬂﬂs 21st. h, 6oy . -
April Tranapcru 41k .27, MONTAUBAN HAPLIFGOURT 0700) i | T
4th iy + + Palat . M2G.Ccre ) ) via MAMETZ - FRICOURT - LA BOISSDLLE - BAPAUNE -
PRICHIRT oo 1 E 0 B B0 T O (U 4 0715) BENCOURT . . | bl | i |
B S T 3 8 2% 0750 | s |
: ® 1at i Bni: Gk VILLZRS au FLOS 0740 via MAMETZ - FRIGOURT - LA BOISn LLE - BAPAUME -
; - 3 ' BEAULENCCURT.
" 1at. Bdes HdQs - DELSAUX FARHM ! '
" 2pd..-Bn. | ? FREMICOURT 0750 via MAMETZ - FRIGOURT - LA BOISSELLE - BAPAUME - |
Mg Segts. | FREMICOURT . | |
| S1lat«M.G.Coy. i N 3 1 ‘
'‘Detes  Unitis Frem. i M To rolieve . Renarks. H
Aprdl 1st. Battalion VILLERS au Advanced Part 14th. Aust.  Relief i3 T carried out by night. J
Bhh. | ~ FLOS: ling Infantry Bde. . ' Transprt te HAPLINCOURI. |
ond . Battalion) G | | _ |
o Sects. 218t.) FREMICOURT . Ceorps Line - . Transport to HﬁPLINGOURT.
K.2.807. 43 * t , §
%rd. Battalion ) ' _
4th. Batfa+1on )HAPLIIOOURT = - Will not move from HAPLINCOURT. -
Lete M, bmy ) '
lgt, laT.i.Bty.) ¢ :i:b ¥
e L e =2 Y e L a = S H::& i,
- SN . T3] ,_\ & > ’ L
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w‘““ SECRE Tfippena’m No‘f"/ | COPY NO. . A .. .
15T, AUSTRALIAN IN BRIGADE ORDER NO. 23. 1

[%} Brigade Headquarters,
R 78 5th. April, 1917.

REFERENCE MAP, SHEET 57C 1:40,000.

-

Log iJT" rj""ld £ r‘TdEJJ_ I‘TD a ng i'ﬂ UE-TLUﬂl].E}ﬂ.n

B The lst. Australiasn Infantry Brigade will relievse
portion of '14th. Australian Infantry Brigade in the line.

3 s The boundaries of the Brigade Saectlor are:—
(i} mq Tha Boubl, N.2B8.0L 0.0, = Bel3.D4:8. = 0:9:0.8.1 ¢~
..l'q'll-:t,rc-?r ko JnuJ. L.J.:l'L -.-.-le; bt J_{L ;::,-.} I.} f O-‘: —— ngn'j_'?fhf_..
(11} On the North, Cross Rosds 1.97.0.10.95. = DELSAUX
BARM (inclusive) = Crosse Rosds 1.28.B.25.15, -

BEAUMETZ (inclusive).
The 20th, Division is on our Right, and the l4th.
Augtralian Infentry Brigede on our left until relieved
by Zrd. Austrelian Infantry Brigade on night 8/7th.

\ April.

4 . (a) The advanced line of resigtance is held as an
Ghtpuut line cn the line VELU WOOD -~ VELU - BEAUMETZ -~ DOIGNIES.
- Advanced posts are established at J. E? 7 S S S E
JdalBDe¥ o136, dudQil |
-~ The line will be divided into twe Sections by Lhs
line Jel9sCentral « Jigd.Contral. -

The 3rd; Battalion with two guns of let. M.G.Coy..
-attached *will, on the night 5/6th. April, take over the posts in
the .Right. & a@tlnn from 53rd. Battalion with Headguartera at
LEBUCQUITRE TE RN :

The lsts Battalion with two gung of lst. M.53.C0¥.
attached will, on the night b/ﬁth April, take over ithe Lei'l
Section from 59th. Battalion with Beasdquarters at J.14.,A.1.9.

(b) The Cerps main line of resistanco exterds to &
dopth of 1200 yards behind the line 0.5.Central - I.2V.0entral -
I1.1%4.D. This line will be crganised in a sgeries of dslended
locaglities, This is the lins through which the advanced lire of
rogistence will fall back if forced to do s0 and behind which
regerves will be orgenised for sction, The Corps main 1lins 18
hﬁlﬂ by 2nd. Battalion and two Sections 2lst. Aust. M.G.Coy., with

adquartersg ail HAPLINCOURT.

(c) The Corps secund line cccupiss the line approximately
VILLERS au FLGOS - BANCOURT ~ H.28.3. This will be held by Sth.
Australian Division Units.

9o An oulpost reserve will be formed after dark on oth.
inst., by 4th. Battalion 2ccupying the position fermerly occupied
by 55th. Battalion at VELU.

\ £, 1t . Austealian M.G.Coy., loss one Section and lst.
; tustralian L.T.M.Bty., will be in reserve at HAPLINCOURT.

o 1at.

of relief on which

G.0,C, lst. Austral

and 4ih. Battalions will report czmpletion

the command of Brigade Seciocr will pass to
lian Infaniry Brlgade.

B . 1 Egusdron 13th, T.ight Horse (Heoadquarters at VELU) and

nalf Company Corps Cyclisis { at VELU) will coms under orders of
G.0.0, 1lpt. Austrelian Infantry Brigade at 0800 7in. inst..

9, Hoadgurarters lst. Australian Infantry Brigads are atb
DELSAUX FARHM,

AOCRKNOWILEDG E. o) ;1 {(;
“““““““““““““““““““““““ (:: ’ WL Al 2
i 1-‘__,,_.-—-..‘ q.'.I'E.I;]G?.ﬁ:
\/
Brigade Major, lst. Australian Infantry Brigade..
f l}ng:\
b
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DISTRIBUTION.
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Ne. 153. ©Oth. Aust., Division,
14. 2nd. Aust. Infantry Brigade,
15; 3rd. Aust, Infantry Brigade,
16. 14th. Aust. Infantry Brigade,
17. 0.C. Corps Cyclists, VELU,
18, Squadron, 13th. Light Horse VELU,
19: ©&th. Aust, Div. Artillery, .
20. 2lst. Aust. M.G. Ciy., FREMICCURT.

e e, & x
— e = = - e
'
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~- ndix No. 44/, - ' e
CONFIDENTT 1A€Pe “4 "7/’1“1?011 CFFICIAL USE DHLE.M

ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

— i —

%$ SUMMARY OF INTBLLIGENCE NO. 1.

B EW T T e e

L+ RELIEE, The 3rd. Battalion relieved the Sird. Battalion
in the Right Seotion and 13t. Battalion relieved 59th. Battalion
in the Left Section on night of 5/Ath. Rolief was ccmpletod at
2500 wilthout mlshap.

2 e OPERATIONS. Our pests in Right Sechtion werc pushed forward
during the night and we now ccoupy & lino held by & seriea of pusts
fr'ﬂm Jdﬁ‘i‘tDmBhE}i 'tf..} JﬁHE:;ﬁfLﬁ:?’:-Gu

e ars in touch with the @XMORD Regt., ¢f 60th. Brigade
on our righve.

S PATROLS. A patrol congisting of 1 N.C.,O. and 2 man 101t
‘our 1lines ab J.10.D.A.4. at 0300 for the purpcge of disvevering the
actual whsreakoucs Of ths enomy. Thay proceeded up the DOIGNIES -
BOURSIES Road for 500 yards bul saw no elgns of sny enemy movement.
Thoy returned to our lines at 0400.

A patrol coneisting of 1 N.C.0. and 2 men left our linea

st J,10.D.0,8. at DZ00 and were firsd on by a Machine Gun &v

J:10.B.5.5. and snuiped at frum tho BAPAUME - CAMERAI Road. Patrol

roturned at 0400, ‘ .
Patrcls from our right section covered our frontage to

a Gapth ef 800 yards but did not ccme in touch with the enemy.

4. HOSTILE AOTIVITY. Artillory.

fimo . Logcatlon foda Kind . Direcitlon.,

Inter- 50 yae from Wesht +

mittent. edge ¢i DOLGNIES 24 7T7Tm.m.H,E. i

do. Viecinity ¢f

Je«l4.B.2.8. and 510, 4.28 H.H,
BEATWINLZ . & Shray. x

2300~ Suuthsrn edge of '

2400 DOIGNIES 10 5.9 1 S.H.
There was ne snsmy 2iflg Fire or suiping warcighcult Wne

right. |
Mt 0015 abaut 18 5,9 shells fell in guick gUCCIBSLIN 210
J 3284 coming Prom dirseticn cf K.32.A.

A * .
1:..:---' ;'_ ) }/P/__..ﬁ ..-'{g,fﬁ'“[_ y
(-

- T
.i'l L J '\.-L.r Ja

Brigade Major, lot. Australisn Infantry Brigade ..
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1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

p4%

Brigade Headquarters,
S ECRET, = : 7th. April, 1l@1l7.
Neference I"lag, Es(’].{.‘. . Yu0.0490.
PLAN OF ACTION ~ ATTACK ON HERMIES.

1k L) s The attack will be made without artillery support at
dawn on 8th, Inst., by the 2nd. Aust. Battalion (which is at present
cnn the Corps line) passing through the lst. Aust. Battalion and
aavancing on the N.W, of HERMIES,establishing themselves on the linse
JﬂEOlBlgh{)i o Jnﬂ%aCEntI‘&lﬂ ’
The left flank of the attack will be coversd by the
lst. Aust. Battalion who will establish a strong post to the 8.V, «f
DEMICOURT.
\ The lst. Aust. Battallion will also co--0borate with thé
k Srd. Australian. Infantry Brigade on our left in its sttack or. BOURSIES.
(b) The %rd. Aust. Battalion will co-operate on the right,
qperating with a company and 3 machine guns, from the Railway lineo
(inslusive) Southwards to the Divisional boundary and establishing the
line J.86,A:.5:%. to J.B30.B.9.0. when 2nd. Aust. Battalion has made good
the village.
(c) MACHINE GUNS. The 1lst. Aust. M.G.Coy., will supply:*

Sections on Spur in J.17. for covering fire on DEMICOQURT,
Seotion for dealing with enemy counter attacks on HERMIES.
Secticns (less 1 gun) with 3rd. Aust. Battalion.

oo =0

2let, M.G.Coy., will supply: -
2 Bections in reserve at VELU.

(d) Headquarters and 2 Sections %rd. Field Coy., Aust.
Engineers will establish strong points in line East and North East
of HERMIES after capture of village.

() 4th, Aust. Battalion will be in reserve at I.24.

2. Artlllery support talnable is as follows! .-
(a) ''wo 80 pcunders @e 6 inch Howitzer and one 8 inch
Hewitzer . 0" thepe only the.8 inch Howitzer can reag¢h HERMIES,
(b) Thrse batteries 18 pounders cne battery 4.5 inch Howitzess,.
coerarnation
L EPE-LENOT SUEEEeIentyavalisal Eor—oar R EPe .
Artillory will continue to shell DEMICOURT and HERMIES as
usual intermittently 'mtil abtltack commences.

When the auwbtack is committed the 8 inch Howitzer will
cover the Eagtern approaches to HERMIES, and othsr heavies will deal
with DEMICOURT, BEETROOT FACTCRY and roed K.19.B.1l.7{® § o)

i31d artillery Brigade will be available for use againgt
snemy counter attacks.

S 46ro hour. It is intended to arrive at the position
at dawn. CJLf-IS'-

e mew wm a Pem Ee el  E reE es EEE fm pw wr e S e e re e

e el | | Wt | S S — (el S P

Ma Jor,

Brigade Major, lst. Australian Infantry Brigads..

DISTRIBUTION.
'h’ lat., Aust, Divislon. % drd. Aust. B&‘tﬁaliﬂl’l;
* prd. Aust. Infantry Bde. . 4:},, Auat. Battalion,
£ 80th, (light) Inf, Bde. 1gt. Aust. M.G.CO¥.,
: lst. Aust. Battalion, let. Aust. L, T.M.Bty.,
2nd. Aust. Battalion, "A" Group Artillery,
Heavy Group Artillery P

2lat, Aust:, M.G,C0¥. :
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FOR OFFICI.L USE ONLY.

CONFEIDENT I AL

* 3 18T, JAUSTRALIAI INFANTRY BRIGADE,
\
CoRlf 3
g SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE NO. 2.

FROM 0B00 BTH. APRIL TO ORQ0 7TH. APRIL, 1917.

1 OPERATTONS. Patrols. A patrol left our lines at 2030
and proceceded along VELU - HERMIES Railway line to J.29.A.5.2. when
they were fired on from Station at J.29.A.7.2. and about J.29.C.5.8.
On advancing another 25 yards patrcl was again fired on from 12 or
L4 rifles, Flares were glso used by snemy but no machins gun fire.

A patrol ccnsisting of 1 N.C.0. and 7 men left our
cutpost line from about J.%4.A.1l.5. Patrcl in palrs pracsedad in
a South Easterly direction meeting Cress Roads at J.3%34.C.7.2. moved
along the road to within 20 yards c¢f Cross Roads at J.34.D.R.R, At
this point they wers fired cn hy an enemy M.,G. located at J. %4 ' AL PR
One man wae killed and the N.C.0. woundsd.

A pcst of the 20th. Bivisiom ia situatsd at J.%4.D.2.4.
en polint e Blull. The patrol returned through cutpest linu at “Uaﬂ

A patrol repcrts the Canal ends abeut 30 yards from end
of Bluff. It hae water in it and targes. A close view cculd not
be obtained., Bridge across Canal J.34.D.8.5. 1s destroyed.

- Cur Activity. We advanced cur position from 200-300 yards ir
freont of DCIGNIES during the night. N~ enemy epposition was met
with. This line now runs approx., from J.22.A.%.F, to J.1lA.D.A,.2.
e J.17407« o JT0.DsB 8,

An enemy patrcl of abeut 30 men at 0200 appreoached wouz
Lino at J.17.A.83.7. but were dispersad by our firse.

Hoatile Activity -~ Artillery. At 1200, 1400 and throughout
the aTternoon t> 1700 enemy shelled the Railway cutting fror
7.286.C,0.9., to Station at J.25.A.6.4, wlith .9 inoch and a high

#ﬂlJGitv gun of smaller calibre. Boaring was not obtained but
direction from which shells were ¢oming was from RIBECOURT in I.25.

The enemy artillery has been active throughout the pats
24 hours he shslled DOIGNIES througheut with 77m.m. and 5.9 inch,
fired from the direction of HERMIES. During the night from 23%00
to 0RO0 he shelled agcurately the Cross Rcads at J.8.C.1.2. ana also
e pesition at J.14.A,.2.8. with 5.9 H,E. from the direction of
MOLUVRES .

The shelling of BEAUMETZ was belcw normal. The eneny
at 1300 was ahall¢ng the BAPAUME - CAMBRAI road betwseen LOUVIERVAL

and BCURSIES with shrapnel.

Mcvement behind oncmy lines. Two men who appeared to be
Officers were sden to entor HERMIES at J.29.B.4.7.
2 s ATRCRAFT. Iinemy baloon was sighted 106 degre=s wagnetic

from DELSAUX FARM ~emr—the—right—ed- from 12%0 to 1430.

(

NG Major,

R;j%*‘ ,f/?uﬂ,%L;HEJ’

Brigade lMajor, lst. Australian Infantry Brigade..
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5.0 . 1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
el o m;} SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE NO. 3. :
B FROM 0800 7TH. APRIL TO 0A00 8TH% APRIL, 1917.
1s PATROLS. A p#trol consisting of 1 N.C.0, and 10 men

left our lines at J.22.C.2.4. and preceeded towards HERMIES by
route payrallel to railway line and reached a point about J.29.A.%.7.
when. they were fired on by enemy machine guns. Enemy ceuld be
heard talking. Machine gun position about J.29.A.8.5. Patrol
then creeed railway line and when within 200 yards ef the station
were Tfired on by M.G. and rifles from vicinity of station.: Flares
were sent up from Eastern side of HERMIES. Patrol was absent [rom
0030 to 0330.
At 0030 a patrol censisting of 1 N.C.O. and 3 men lef%
our lines at J.28.C.7.4. and praceeded along road in direction of
v station and returned at 0140. On reaching point J.28.B.95.15. they
were 'fired on by r#&fle men estimated at being 12 in number, frem
vicinity ef railway station,

At 2300 a patrol of 1 Officer and 3 O.R. recemnnoitred
along the right side of the road from DOIGNIES to HERMIES for the
purposge of finding any indlcatiﬂn of enemy wnrks. A trench was
found about 6 feet deep running from the right of:! the road to the
barbed wire on the right which was in good condition. The trench
wasgs about J.23.A.2.4. Another trenchk was discovered about
J.2%3.D.0.7. Wire entanglements run from BRUND MILL.at J.1#,C. 485,10
to HERMIES. A post was discovered at J.23.C.0.9. Another small
trench was found about J.22.B.8.1l. There were fresh marks in thic
trenech which goes to shew that it has been recently eccupied.
mhe wira was thick throughout with the exception of cne place at
e e Bt where there was a break about 12 feet wide caused by a

ahell, Patrnl returned at 0030.

' At 0215 patrol consisting of 1 Officer and 10 B.R. left
our position at J.1A.D.5.3, and proceeded along read running in a
S,E., direction for about 300 yards and examined the ground in J.1l7.
A. and C. o evidences of enemy trenches or works were discovered.

2 . ENEMY OPERATIONS. UEnemy artillery was more active than
usual during past 24 hours, and from 0300 to 0600 DOIGNIES -and
LOUVERVAL were heavily bombarded with 5.9's. and heavier guns frem
direction of PRONVILLE. At 1300 te 1330 J.18.A. was shelled from
N.E. with 5.9'a. and at 2000 six 5.9's fell in vicinity cf

., J.21.D.7.3. coming from same direction.
A battery of enemy guns was observed firing Soutn fro

K27 6875

Movement. Three men were obgerved moving aboul in
village at J.29.B.7.1l. and at railway station at about 1100 they
disappeared when fired on. _

ﬂt 0030 an enemy patrol of'%@bout 40 sirong was
dispersad by M.G. fire at J.17.A.8.6. One was killsd but no
identifl ﬁt&ﬂﬂ could be found

Machine Guns. Batween 0500 and 0600 enemy macliine Ui
were very active opposite our left Section but no action followed .

Signals. During the bombardment between 0318 and 0417
eriemy sent up a series of GREEN and RED flares frem East.cf DOIGNIS

w
R
¥ 3 AIRCRAFT. Two enemy baloons were visible during ths
2 alfternoon; <True bearings from J.16.D.3.7., 319 degrees and 3553
f dagrees respscilvely.
I
f

(/”ﬁ?'t *; JH:"',!";

?nl'““*J T

e Brigade Major, lst. Australian Infantry Brigado .

o e gl e
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4 15T, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO. 24.

Brigade Headquarters,
8th. Apeil, 191%.

REFERENCE MAP 87C 1:40,000.

~ Ls The enemy is occupying the line BOURSIES - DEMICOURT -
HERMIES ~ HAVRINCOURT WOOD with advanced posts pushed out in front.

2. The lst. Australian Infantry Brigade will capture HERMIES
on 9th. inst., '
'~ The 60th. Light Infantry Brigade (Tmperial) will agsist
by covaring fire against HAVRINCOURT WOOD.
The 3rd. Australian Infantry Brigade in conjunction with
our attack will ssize BOURSIES.

5o (a) The assualt will be carried out by the 2nd. Aust.
Battaliocn, which will deploy for attack, and move feorward from ths
direction of DOIGNIES to an assuslting position on a line
appreximately through J.29.A.0.4. =~ J.24.A.3.0.

- The assuelt on HERMIES will be made from thiz line at
zero hour and lhe new line established from J.30.B.#.0. thrcugh
J:24:D.8.0: - J.24.A.7:2.

(b) The C.0. 3rd. Aust. Battalion will co-eperate with *he
2nd. Ausl. Battalion, gaining the line J.35.Central -~ J.29.A.0.4.
at zero hour. Frontage will include the railway line. When the
end. Aust., Battalion has made good the village 3rd. Aust. Battalion
will-take up the line J.36.,A.5.3. -~ J.30.B.9.0.

(c) The 1st.,:Aust. Battalion will contain the enemy in
DEMICOURT and will bring forward its right to cover the left flank
of the 2nd. Aust. Battalion at J.24.A.7.2., establishing a strong
pogt dn the wiciriity of J+17 Ds The left of the lst. Aust. Battalion
will be brought ferward to link up with the right of the 12th. Aust.
Battalion.,

(d) 4th. Aust. Battelion, less 2 Companies will be in roserve
at J.15.D. and 2 Companies at VELU.

- (o) C,0. 1let. Australian Machine Gun Cuy., will establish
tw?> sactions machine guns East of DOIGNIES for coevering fire.

One sgection will be detailed for dealing with enemy
counter attacks on HERMIES.

One sectlon (less one gun) will bs allotted to the
sector occupled by 3rd. Aust. Battalion.

Two sections 2lst. M.G.coy., will bs in reserve at VEbLU.

(f) Headquarters and two sections %rd. Field Coy. A.E, will
establish strong points in line Bast of HERMIES after capture of ths
village

4., The attack will be launched without artillery support.
Normal artillery activity against enemy villages willl-be carried on
till 0400. At zero hour batteries will oper on DEMICOURT, BEETROOT
PACTORY (J 18.D.), road F E. from K.19:A.5.0s and Bastsern apnroachn

to HERMIES

5¢ d A contact aeroplane will be in the air afier dawn on 9th.
ine®, S aeroplane sounding 1ts Klaxon Hﬂrn, RED Signal PWAan will
be ll&ﬁ%md to shew positions, bLwl ot by the eod  Odvanecd hoeps

< S A Brlgada regserve cf S.,A.A., Bombs, Rifle Grenades, HSand

bags and tcods 1s established at I.29.B.6.5.

'7 o The necessary medlmal arrangaments will be mﬁda ﬁy _
RﬁMHQiEI l-ﬁl Ef J_;. Lu—;,{‘__, _.."""-, AL vl £ : ! - L, 3 '“"-*':v L } £ ! -}-""F'-
..'iana.u.-i L"'AL an Aeldienl ey ' -

8o ° Zerc hour will be 0415 cn 9th. April.
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O (2)
- %

P atches will be synchronised through Brigade Sipgnal
office at 1800 on 8th. Aprill.

10, Raeports to Brigade Headquarters, DELSAUX AR
(T.28.A:3.5-)

e B e e e S S e e w0 e 8 s med o o e e e

P el e e e e e e SR e dew BEG SRS S S S R S R e

Major,

Brigade Major, let. Australian Infantry Brigade..

DISTRIBUTION.

dzZtra coplies o -

1b5. 2Znd. Aust. Infantry Brigade,

14, Jvd. Aust. Infantry Brigade,

15 60th. Light Infantry Brigsdic (Ixperizl)
16, 8lst. Aust. M.G. Company,

17. &rd. Field Coy., Aust. Engineer:,

18. 0.C. "A" Group Artillery,

12. Heavy Group Artillery,

20, drd. Sguadron R.F.C,

2l. Liasison Officer,

©&. DBrigade Intelligence Officer.

Issued at 0800.
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“ A" Form.

MEEMGE& AND SIGNALS.

.&f%iﬂ'arm 6.2141

of 100).

No. of Message ... ...

---------------------------

Day of Month.

in reply to Number. l

mEEl:ﬂ.ﬁfﬂ'.HuIl:ihﬁ:. g K
# (4 Z.d/ 33 et 9‘ | "
JJ Ff{fjfgf: | f"'r ot E p’ﬂ"lﬂ : .r.’.*'!..-',f(.f--* {73} -_'f _..#; 9.:‘%
Tl

"r.'fﬂf__,.r'i_f‘!r{-

j?wa-w"g{?

#z:*&MES

Rrid

7=

tl—fi-ﬂ..t./

P ,I»'W ﬁ{-‘bfﬂﬁ"b’

MTI?.B Aol

Al | OW wres | b J 29 R,
At AW ..u...;*

From TITRT Dol T A i_;;.-g" =

Place : e

Time l

--------------------

--------------------------------------------------

=il ':.u.. ....

* This line should be erased if n

mﬁum- wglﬂﬂ "m' H—l- w 'l v‘l‘--Li E_I;lﬂh
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Appendix No. r7/§“

“A” Form. Army Form C.2121
' {in pia of 100).
| MESSAGES AND SIGNALS. o of Mewage .
PLOfiX. .........con 0008 s ek .m.| Words}  Charge ' .
Office of Origin and Service Instructions. Recd. at 1
LT e o L
i L DS e

ey

(Bignature of "' Franking Officer.")

pi r T
i1 1*_}..«-- o A "T“" | s | ?l-w ¢ ‘;--f*" .
= F o g ' - Lk -I'a._,-' "dﬂ_"‘.-!'_":_ - S = - "r o P .r-_p- e "‘"F“"é"h:"

21

i # - g r

f? 3 sl . —— iy A b ¢ .
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Appendix No, / /7/3

%§* 15T.% AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

24

Brigade Headquarters,
SECRE T, 8th. April, 1917.
- MEDICAL A;RAHGEMEHTS
or
OPERATIONS 9TH, APRIL, 1917.

Mad?d "By AD M S

REFERENCE MAP 57C 1:40,000.

Main dressing station is at BAPAUME, H.27.D.8.1. = 3rd.
Ficld Ambulance.

Advanced dressing stations are at FREMICOURT I1.19.C.5.1.
and BEUGNY I.21 13121?-

Relay Post 1 Medioal Officer ;
1 Ford Car LEBUCQUIERE
Horged ambulance ; I.30.B.1.9.
Reserve bearers
J«2b.AuD.8, 8 bearers.,

R.A.P's. The R.A.P, at J.26.A.5.8. (4th. Aust. Battalion)
will be moved fcrward with the Battaliou td the
vicinity of DOIGNIES. The necessary personncl
and relay posts for evaduation willl be arranged

- threugh relay post at LEBUCQUIERE by the C,0C.
, 2nd. Aust. Fleld Afbulance.

The R,A.P. at HAPLINCOURT, 0.3.D.8.%3. ( 2nd. Aust.
Infantry Battalion) will be moved up with the
Battalion to the vicinity of DOIGNIES. The 0.C.
2nd. Aust. Field Ambulance will keep in touch
with, and will arrange personnel and evacuation
of casualties through, the relay post at
LEBUCQUIERE.,

The R.A.P. at J.13.B.4.0. (1lst. Aust. Battalion)
will be moved up with the Battalion and will Dbe
established in the vicinity of DOIGNIES. The
0.C. 2nd. Aust., Field Ambulance will arrange for
personnel and relay posts to evacuate casualtlies
through relay post at I.11.B.5.0.

Stretchers. Bus going forward will be supplied with extra =
atretchers by 0.C, 2nd. Aust. Fiseld Ambulance. :

Blankets. - Reserve of blankets will te képt at A.D.S. BEUGHY.
Reports. Lxtra bearers or equipment will be demanded frem

the 0,C, 2nd. Aust. Fiseld Ambulance at BEUGNY er
from A.D.M.8. through Divisional Headquartors.

o gl R e e e — il S -

R e W S e R S s e e

; Z /f/*"ﬂ/\/v{ft,_,i_..-""'- oy N ed

Capt., !

PO i I FE y
’7 i Siaff devwain, lst. Australian Infantry Brigads..

Oeplea e e
: ot Aurt, Battalion 2l1set. Aust. M.G.Coy.
¢nc . Auvest. Bettalion 2nd. Aust. Field Ambulance
5rd. Aust. Bottalion Brd. Aust. Field Ambulmncs
ith. Aust. Battalion "A" CGroup Artillery
I.et. Aust. M.G.COY. Heavy Group Artillery

el . Xugts D loleBh T, ist. Aust. Divisilcn.

¥
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ggf’ SECRET. e N ‘CGPY NO. &-..

15T. AUSTRALIAN BATTALION ORDRR NO. 25.

8th. April, 1917,

REFERENCE MAP 8570 1:40,000.

" INFORMATION. The lst. Australian Infantry Brigade will
" ¥ capture HERMIES on 9th. instant. _

The 60th, Light Infantry Brigade (Bmperial) will assist
by covering fire against HAVRINCOURT WOOD.

The 3rd. Aust. Infantry Brigade, in conjunction with
our attack, will seize BOURSIES.,

(a) The assault will be carried out by the 2nd. Aust.
Battalion which will deploy for attack and move forward
from the dirsection of DOIGNIES to an assaulting pnosition
on a line approximately through J. 29.A.0e4de= J.24.A,5.0.

The assault on HERMIES will be made from this line
alrzero hour and the new line established from J.30.B.2.0.
thrﬁu?h Je24.DeBe0e= Je24,A.7.2.

) The C.0., 3rd. Aust. Battalion, will co-operate
with the 2nd. Aust. Battalion gaining the line J.35.Central-
J:29.A.0.4, at zero hour. Frontage will include the
reilway line. When the 2nd. Aust. Battalion has made good
the village 3rd. Aust. Battalion will take up the line S
JeB3B8:A.5:Bs= J50.B.9.0,

4th. Aust. Battalion, less two companies, will be in
reserve at J.15.D, and two companies at VELU,

Ce0,, 1lst. Aust. M. G. Coy. will establish two sections
Machine Guns East of DOIGNIES for covering fire.

The attack will be launched without artillery support.
Normal artillery activity against enemy villages will be
carried on till 0400. At zero hour batteries will open on
DEMICOURT, Beet Root Factory (J.18.D.), road N.E, from
Kel9.A.5.0. and Eastern approach to HERMIES.

ACTION. Immediately after dusk posts to contain twelve
méen Will be dug 8t Je17.A.8.0. and J.17.A.9.4. by "D" Coy.
and similar pPosts 8t Jel7.Be0e8e= JelleDe0oedo= JelloA7:04,
touch being established with 12th. Battalion on left, will be
dug by "C"™ Coy. The line of holes running parallel to our
front between points named may be used. Digging parties
| to be protected by strong covering parties and new work to be _
‘ concealed as much as possible. ¢

When dug the vposts will be garrisoned- patrols being
kept out in front. A renort will be sent immediately
posts are established.

i In connection with major operation when necessary the
ond, Battalion will be allowed to pass clear before the
troops of this Battalion move. When the 2nd. Battalion
is clear troops will move out. Pasts will be established as
follows :=-

By " COVes Bt Je24.A7 4, J23.B.7:6., Jel7eDe3.0.

"D" Coy., at J.17.D.Coent..

On BOURSIES being seized by 12th. Battalion, "C" Uny.
will push forward strong posts to cover 12th. Battalion's
right flank which will raat about J.8.C.5.4,

Close watch by BE€" Coys patrols will be kent on the
progregssiems of action by 12th. Battalion so that posts may
be established before daylight.

(¢c) When the enemy B met with during the advance of
the Battalion he will be attacked and driven out.

(d) O's. C. Coys. will ensure that communication is
maintained by them with advanced nosts and that supports
are available in a handy position in event of counter
attack and that proper escort of infantry is provided for
Lewis Guna in advanced pnosts.

A
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ﬂ (2)
&
W Se A contact aeroplane will be in the alr after cawm
on 9th. instant and on aeroplane sounding its Klaxon Harn
RED sipnal fimees will be lighted in advanced positions only.
4, O's. C. Covs. will decide on position of advanced
Coy. Headguarters beforehand.
I;,,
5. BRESS. Baltle order=- 50 extra rounds to be 1ssued
to each man in bandoliers- 24 hours rations to be carried in
addition to iron rations. et e
’ Fifty (50) flares will be issued to each of "A%", "C
| and "D" Coys. who will distribute them amongst troops who
will occupy advanced nositions.
1; 7 8. "B" Coy. will move and occupy by 0300 trenches
South and West of DOIBNIES revorting when in position.
Ta Battalion Dump will be established near advanced
Battalion Headquarters. "
3 8. R.A.P. forward will be established under arrange-

i ments to be made by R.M.O.
Oe 7Zero hour will be 0415 on 9th. April, 1917.
Watches will be synchronised with Battalion Headquarters
at 1900 on 8th. instant and 0300 on 9th. instant.

10. Advanced Battalion Headquarters will be established
by 1130 tonight 8th. instant in old German trench at
J.16.0.4.9.

8/4/1917.

Lieut.,

Ad jutant, lst. Aust. Battalion.

( Time issued 17156. )

Digtribution of Copies.
No. 1. A Coy.

S B "

o A c *

4., D "

e 1st Aust. Inf. Bde.
6- : FilE-
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_SECR ET. COPY N0..9..

OPERATION ORDER NO. 7.
SECOND AUSTRALIAN BATTALION, 8/4/17.

REFERENCE MAPS 57C 1:40,000

HERMIES 1:10;000.

1. OPERATION, The 2nd. Battalion will attack HERMIES on the
9th. inst., at time to bs notified later, and establish a line of posts
North and East of the village, running approximately from K.25.A.0.0.
to J.24.A.7.2.

~-ye

2. ENFORMATION, Our forces. The 3rd. Batt on is to move
forward on the right of the 2nd. Battalion, South Ofa U - HERMIES -
HAVRINCOURT Railway line, and establish a line of posts from approx.
Je36.A. to K.25.A.0.0. The lst. Battalion is to establish a line of
posts on the left of the 2nd. Battalion from J.24.A.7.2. to J.10.B. _
Two Companies of the 4th. Battalion will be in reserve in Je«15.De jand
two Companies in VELU, The 3rd. Australian Infantry Brigade is to
gelize BOURSIES. B

Enemy. As Intelligence Summaries. ,

- Do POSITION OF ASSEMBLY. Companies will as=zemble for the
attack as fOllOWS...A. and B. Coys. in Sunken Road in J.16.C. C. and
D. Coys., in Sunken Road J.18.B. and J.17.A.

4, ROUTES, A, and B. Coys., will move via T.%4.D. = I.30.D.
rallway line to J.21.C. - J.22.A. Ce and D. Coys., via I.35.A. VELU
- BEAUMETZ - DOIGNIES Rosad.

Times to be notified later.

5e DEPLOYMENT. The Companies will deploy for attack as follows
by‘OSUO on the 9th,., inst., the @eployment will be covered by a screen
of scouts and small patrols.....
A. Coy., plus one platoon of C. Coy., on a line approx., from
J.22.A.8.8. to J.18.D.8.2.
B Coy., on a 1line approx from J.16.D.8.2. to J.17.C.2.8.
C. Coy., less one platoon on a line approx., from J.17.C.2.6
to J.17.Central. v
D. Coy., in rear of C. Coy., on a line approx., J«el7.C.0.8.: -
to J-l?*ﬂ-E-O- ¢
Company Commanders will report to Bn. H.Q. when their
Companies are in nosition.

B. OBJECTIVES. At zero hour A. Coy., will attack and clear
that S.Western portion of HERMIES bounded on the East by road running
from J.23.D.4.0, to J.30.C.25.80., and will seize the enemy works in
J.29.A. and B,

B. Coy., will attack and clear that portion of HERMIRS
bounded on the right by road from J.23.D.4.0. to J.30.C.25.80, and on
left on a 1ine from J.24.C.2.2. to J.%50.B.1.0.

C. Coy., less one platoon will attack and clear remainder

of villare.

D. Coy., will establish a line of posts at K.25.A.0.0, =
Ke25:A00.3, = Jo.24.D.8.,4. and J.24.A,7.2. and intervening posts.

When A., B., and C. Coys., are satisfied that HERMIES has
been cleared they will arrangs to strengthen D. Coye, in line of posts.

q 7 METHOD OF ATTACK. At 0330 companies will move forward
! simultaneously towards their objectives. The left of A. Cov., and

the right of B. Coy., will rest on the HRRMIES - DOIGNIES Road.

A.y Bey, and C. Coys., will attack their objectives and
will #wmove through the town to the railway line. In order .to avoid
collision with the 3rd. Battalion they will not cross railwav line.

D. Coy., will move direct to the line allotted them. They
will establish a defensive line facing Fast, and will capture or kill
any Germans attemptine to escape from the town.
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™ 8. CONSOLIDATION. Two sections of the 3rd. Field Coy. A.E.
will be available for the construction of strong points at K.265.A.0.0.
- Ke285.A.0.%. -~ J.24,.D.8,.,4. and Je24.A,7.2. ﬁhﬁy will not move
from Battalion Headquarters until the objectives have heen gained.
When they have cleared the sector allotted them A. B. and
C. Coys., will assist in the work of consolidation and defence of the
town against any possible counter attacks, and will relieve D. Cov.,
of part of° its line as followsa:-
A, GQY-' from K.25.A.0.0. TO K2D.A:.0.5. inﬂluﬂj.?ﬂ.
' B' CE}Y., from K.EE-A.G.ﬁ. tﬂ' EI‘IGIDEHI‘E at J.EOtB-Q-ﬁn
| C. Coy., from J.30.B.9.6. to J.24.D.B8.4. exclusive.

9. DRESS, Battle order, with ground sheet. In addition
sach men will carrv two bombs, two san@ibags, ons ground flare- if
available- and 48 hours rations. |

Bombers and Rifle bombers will carry six bombs each.

Tools have been allotted to Companies.

No maps, papees, or documents of any military value will
be carried forward of the position of deployment.

10. MEDICAL. R,A.P. is at J.18.C.Central. The 2ni, Fiagd
Ambulance will evacuate wounded from the R.A.P. &

: i TIME. Watches will be synchronised by the signalling
Officer at the position of assembly.

12, DUMPS. Brigade Dump of S.A.A. and bombs is at LEBUCQUIERE.
.« Battalion Dump at Battalion Headgquarters J.22.A.3%.8. -

13, COMMUNICATIONS. Lateral communication will be established
by D. Coy., with the 3rd. and lst. Battalions. All companies will
carry forward telephones and wire.

14. CONTACT AFROPLANE. A contact plane will be in air from
} 0500 on the 9th. inst.. Flares will be 11t when the »nlane calls

for them by sounding Klaxon Horn and at 0500.
The Battalion Sig. Officer will arrange for the Battalion

ground sheet and call to be displayed when necessary.

1Bs PRISONERS. Prisoners will be =zent under escort to

Battalion Headquarters.
v

18. Battalion Headquarters. Battalion Headquarters will be
established at J.22.A.5.8., where reports will b~ received. :

(Ssigned) wW,A.,TROTT, Capte.,

Ad jutant Second Aust. Bn.

ACKNOWLEDGE .

To, 1et Augtralian Infantry Brigade.
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Appendix No, © 34
f v THIO M
Dy | ,
| QEP REPORT ON_OPERATION OF 1ST, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION ,  ©
7 SO BTN, APRIL. 29FT. . -

Battalion Haadquarfers;
11/4/17. -

5
k]
With reference to the pmart played by this Battalion in

the operation of the lat. Aust. Inf. Bde. against HERMIES - »
DEMICOURT on the 9th. inst., I have to report as follows: - é

Copy of the order issued to the Battalion for, the operation
was despatched to Brigade Headquarters at 17%0 on the 8th. inst..,

At 2350 I ssatablishe 2ttalion H.Q. on the DOIGNIES road -
at J.15.B.2.%. ¥,

D. and C. Coys., dug in nosts at dusk on line given in §
order, Jel7.AeBe0e = Jol7eAeed. = Jel7eBe0.8s = J11.D.0.4. =
J-ll l-A.i'? IOI b ;

All companies were in position ready to move forward by |
0%%0 at which hour the 2nd. Battalion passsd through our lines to asdt
attack HERMIES, and moved forward tO take @p their positions p o
allotted as soon as the 2nd. Battalion passed clear. T

At 0430 the Battalion Intelligence Offlcer returned from"
the front line and reported that A. Company vas all correct on the
line allotted it and digeing in. ' )

At the same hour C. Coy., reported by telephone that the -
2pd. Brigade on left had not succeeded in taking BOURSIES.

At 0805 information received by telephone from 12th. =
Battalion that they had ceptured BOURSIES and had established posts
on other silde. T sccordingly instructed the 0.C. C. Coye., to move
his left Tlank forward and get touch with the 12th. Battalion.

’ At 0810 messare was received from the 0.Ce De COye, that
he beslieved DEMICOURT to be evacuated. Of thiaz fact I informed
you by televhone at once. , .

At 0820 T instructed all Coys., to push patrols forward as
close to DEMICOURT as possible ani establish themaelves therej 4
Coys., toc bo prepared to move rorward and occupy the village on
receipt of orders.

At 0838 T was officially informed by the 0.C. A. COVesu
that he was well established on his allotted line, and in touch with
the ©2nd. Battalion on his right. F 4

At 0840 your instructicnsto move forward and occupy the,
villaze of DEMICOURT were raceived. '

On night of 8th. instant in accordance with instructions
from you I made wreparations to ocouny DEMICOURT on the slightest
sign that it was being vacated. I instructed 0O'se C. of A.,

D. and G, Cops. to push forward patrols in conjunction with |
advance of Battalions on right and left. At same time I y:
expldined to them the action to be taken. A. Coy. was to advance

{ on 1t from right flank working round South Eastern side of village.
C Coy. was to advance on it from left flank and work round North .
West end of villages D.Coy. was to watch flank Coys. and on .
their approaching the village was to move his Coy. against the
village from direct front.

on village being taken the Coys. would @&gifn on a
1ine sbout 200 yards Bast of village, facing Basgt and frontage was
di vided between comnanies. '

In the event of our moving 2nd. Battalion was agsked to
protect Battalion's right flank. At 08%0 telephonic corrunication
with forward companies broke down and was not re-established till
0730, T accordingly had to prepare written ordera 'ﬁngr attached"
to companies and thess were despatched by rumner at 0715, advancs .
being timed for 0800. This was acknowledged by companies at 0745
and T also gave verbal instructions over telephone at that time.

In accordance with instructions jasued by we at 0620 C Coy
had sent forward a strong patrol of Lisut. SAMPSON and 24 O.R.

> This patrol though fired on by Machine Guns from left flank graduell)
worked its way forward towards the village taking advantagre of ﬁh?‘
: ground, leaving party of 9 on ridge to assist by covering fire.

;

L]
X
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2 On nearing the village, oprobably about 0800, he saw the
(;?,‘r enemy leaving it and rushed it with his men, dividing his party
Y right and left. Shortly afterwards the enemy returned about

- 50 strong but the patrol lined a road bank and fired on them ;

g and enemy retired. _ &

l This patrol remained in the village and about an hour after-
wards they gained touch with a party of A. Coy. which had moved
into the village from right f2ank about 0930, -

l At 0730 T ordered B.Coy. to move forward to the sunken road

F in Jo.16.C, to bs in support. At 0750 A.Coy. reported that

P 'their advanced patrols were held up near the HERMIES- DEMTICOURT
Road by Machine Gun fire. _

9 ' At 0782 C.Coy. rerorted that DEMICOURT was re=occupied by

i . the enemy. I then telephoned your headquarters and asked for

N artillery fire of the village from 0B0OO to 0805, This support

was given withbeffect. _

At 0800 Coys. moved forward to attack DEMICOURT. The
senior Major going forward to control operstions there and took 8
up his Headquarters at D.Coy's Headquarters at J.18.D.8.1, and ‘
kept me informed of situstion. % - ¥

At 0840 it was reported that A. and C. Coys. were.round the
right and left flanks respectively of DEMICOURT and D. Coye in
front, This was telephoned to vyou. e

At 0248 artillery was asked to shell 250 yards East of L
DEMICOURT. The F.0.0. renorted that he saw tho enemy in that ‘
vicinity and that hostile artillery was shelling our troops. -
I informed the Bmirgade Major of this at 0850. At 0885 C.Coy.
were reported to e retiring under artillery and machine gun i
fire and D.Coy. digging in in front of ths village under heavy
artillery fire. ‘.

At 0910 A, Coy., reportad that he was in his original | ¥
position taken up after the 2nd. Battalion advanced at 0330.

At 0940 enemy M.G's. were reported to be firing from o
Jel2,D.70.55. and Ke7e@10.85. and that D. 'n}r‘. undsr hﬂﬂ.\r? m* @
artillery fire retired to previous position. S

At 1000 C. Coy., reported dhaek in previous position but tha
an Officers vatrol under Lisut. SAMPSON was atill in DENMICOURT.
Companies instructed to keep patrols out. |

At 1015 A. @oy., reported thsy had taken the BEETROOT FACTORY
on the DEMICOURT - EHEERMIES road. -

| At 1050 A. Coy., reported that his patrols had entered

DEMICOURT and I informed your office at once. :

At 1055 the 12th. Battalion informed us that the position at
BOURSIES was uncertain. L

At 1100 I sent up two vnlatoons of D. Coy., with remainder of _
Company ready to follow them to assist A. Coye., to congolidate
DEMICOURT and instructed C. Coy., to move forwsrd asnd gein touch
with D. Coy's. left flank in front of DIMICOURT. this wes done,
one platoon establishing a post at J.12.Central. Report was
received shortly after that wlole of D. Coy., was in DENICOURT; ',
lator that touch was established all slong line and men were digging
in. :

.
L

The senlor W= jor returned to Headquarters at 104%.

At 1130 T dascided to move Headguarters forward, advisimg
Brigade of the fact. Senior Major remained ind command until T
wag established in J.2%.B.3.%. where T arrived at 1230,

At 1235 T wont forward to reconnoitre front lins on the
right and in part of the village found position very suitable for
defenca. The left flank was exposed owing to the Battalion on
1Tt not putting posts in the North Rastern portion of BOURSIESy .
but I ordered a Vickers Machine Gun onto a spur which covered the
valley, and at dusk furthsr posts were established which made left
flank sectrs. I rocelved great mssistancs from Lisut. L.3.SEWELL
of lst. Aust. M.G.Coy., who was untiring in his efforts to ret
his pguns well placed, not sparing himself either day or night.

The F.0.0. who was stationed at 2md. Battalion Headquarters,

Lisut. RICHARDSON of 9th. Battery, alsoc rendered valuable

asslstance and kept me informsed of every movement as well as
getting artillery fire brought to bear where needed.

— s - ——— ——
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I cannot apeak too highly of the great darine and initiative
shewn by Lieut., SAMPSOM in getting forward into, and occupying the
villarce,. His action undoubtedly prevented the enemy from returning
to the village and holding it in strength. " &

Three (3) prisoners wers taken in BOURSIE: by the left Company,

2 being wounded. One [1) NADSEN Automatic Rifle was taken. Two
prisoners were taken during advance of right Company to their first
. poeition but as they assmultad their escort and endeavoured to
eacane ware both killed.

Telephonic commuinication was maintained with commanies throurhout
the operation thourh as mentioned the line was broken for some time.

The casualties suffered by the Battalion during 9th. April wetre
]l Officer 10 O.R, Killad 3 Officers 42 O.,R. wounded.

(Signed) B.?.»STAGI'Liaut.Gdi.

Commanding 1lst. Aust, Infantry Battalion. " - B

. g
¥
| *
|
\ ‘

e G
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GOPY OF ORDEE. Appendix No. 4//7 /0 . - gw
' ‘gﬁ' ISSUED TO COMPANTIES AT 0715 ON 9TH. APRIL, 1917.
:f’Ib* 1. Enemy is reported to have evacuated DEMICOURT.
2o The Battalion will move through DEMICOURT and take up-ar

line about 200 yards East of the road from HERMIES to DEMICOURT ag®
E far North as sunken road which leads from 12.D.Central to K.7.C.
\ ( this road %s reported to contain dugouts). .
rom this road the line will bend back linking up wit)
12th, Battalion in J.8.C. - wdid e
| 7 A. & C. Companies will attack from the right and left
pies - flanks respectively. | =
8 PR D. Company will be in centre. Companies will move -
fb;ﬂarﬂ protected by a thin screen. b

. QF new line being taken up the frontage of Companies gfil

| A. Coy., ﬁg Je24.BeB3eBe = J18.B.7.2. |

L D. cﬂ'fi. q JelBeB T e2e = K7 0:8:.55 wk
i c- CGY-, | Rl s sDube - Left flank.

Companies will act in co-operation. -

The advance will take place at 0800. - k]

A ' Y

ACEKROWLEDGGE, et

(Signed) J.C.BOOTLE Lieut.,

F Adjuten lst. Aust. Battelion.

| In the Field 9/4/17.

h—'-‘-\.—“_ =
*

= o L —u AR ]
-

T
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" | Second ftfﬁtralien Ba%]..’ éno. _ | '.
‘QE?! ‘ , | A34¥7?7t' | 38 |
& The let Aust, Inf, Bde.

o .
= REPORT ON OPERATION AGAINST HERMIES, |

% .
1. The Battzlion moved from HAPLINCOURT =t /@0 on the &~ inst.,

I and proceeded by routes previoucsly reconnolitred to the position
of assembly lzld down in Secdhd Bn, Order Na_? , & copy of
which (No.,#) was forwarded to you. 2130
\ Bn, H.07, were established gtd'zzﬂ.ﬁlon the &-- inst.
. AL

2 - The deployment, under cover of patrols gnd scouts, was
: completed withoul incildent at J3/5 om+~the &#~'inst., gnd al
0 7330 the advance to the Assault position was commenced,
Acting on instructions received to keep to the East of the
Hermies..polgnies RA., the originsl deployment scheme was
altered, and the right company wias formed up in advance of
the right centre company but without altering its digpesition.

[
e g N W T iy

J .« During the advance a number of enemy posts, well dug in,
were encountered, which brought achine gim 2nd Automatic Trlifle
. fire to bear on our troops and caused a number of casualties.
| These positions were rushed, and the advance continued. It
“was at this stage that the left cenire company lost all 1ts
officers. The movement was not checked here, however, as the
obhjectives had been made kmown and the N ,¢,0e took charge.
is company checked about 1loo yards short of the village.
t the offlcer comusnding the left co., noticed thém in time
and, before any damage resulted, got them on the move again
and directed them through the villege.

*

5&. gerious opposition was first encountered by the right co.,
& in 7.23.D., and it was not until some gharp fighting had taken
place, and the Dbayonel brought into play, that this co., was
able *to continue the advance. Some good individual work was
r done here asnd the opnosition wag overcone. .
The company had to fight very hard for an hour and a quarter
‘ to make progress. Fifty-one unwounded prisoners surrendered
to this company, a2nd this ended the opposition here. Tt was :
L not until that 1t reathed the railway line, and 2t 0700 it o
gained the final objective. '

D . The agsault was delivered &t M4S spprox., from the line laid _

down ian lgt Bde,, Order 2y, paradf)end all companies had to |
Tlght their way from this line forward. The left company was |
in posgition on the final objective at 4520 , but hard Tighting
continued in J,2¢2 A, 2nd B., in the willage, and along the
rallway line through 7.2¢9. and 30. for csome time -fter that
hour. The retiring enemy was cauzht between two fires =nd
suffered heavily. The left co., was delayed by & strong polnt
al J24D.¢5., and this allowed more Germans to escape than woulld
otherwisge liave been the cesge. Two automatic ™ rifles were cap..

| tured here. _

{ BY OSyotne ceatre comnanies reached the railway line and then

- worked round to the finsl objective.

b . Touch wee maintained with the lst Bn,, on the left throughout |
the operation, and the left flank coampany wes able to carry on |
with greater confidenece on this account. Oon the right the Third
Ba., established 1tself on the road from J.3€.A.0.0. to J.J0 .0, 28
with a post In the cemetry in 7,2 A+, &nd thig caused my right E
company ‘to feel a little nervous as to its rXxxx flank for some .-
hours, Touch was maintained by occasional patrols, and ti :
Third Bn., came up to J.46.B., during the night of thé ?ﬁa& f

ommunication between companies and H.Q8., wzg frequently
broken, =nd was greatly ns mpered by lack of telepnone icc.blﬂ.
Practically all the early reports had to be sent by runners
: ':ﬂﬂ, 28 usual, behaved splendidly, Tae right co., maintal ned
elevhone commumication with H.9., up ti111 7530 , but after that j

T E
- i e = — = e . S e P~ i iy — o & b =
x n - P — s
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g’ . could not find the necegsry wire and had to abandon their station . 1
The left co., was in touch, &t intervals, throughout,

| 7. !& receint of infﬂrmatian at 067:’ that our men were in |
position, T despateched two ntianu of the Third rileld go., to -
cunqtruct Etrnnu points at taﬂ localities previousgly declded upon ;
in econference with the 0. .¢., Fleld (Co. Tis work was well car. ]
ried out and was ﬁﬂmplﬁted by ﬁjbo, when the engineers were with..
* drawn.

The Line wag firmly established by nightfall, &nd all ranks
were awaliting with confidence tihe counter attack which, though
grdently wished ""GI‘ did not develop.

— . e W e . 0 g i

5’. Atm the *11151:.., the enemyg were geen 1o he massling on
the ridge gﬂ st of DEMICOURT, =nd several times during the day
others appezred near HAVRIHGOURT, but our artillery was able
to disperse then.

?’. supplies of 8AA, bombs, and water were gent forward by oll
men awvailable, including regtl., police, cooks, and H,Q,, batmen,
but the ghortage of these was mever acute,

ey B P |

., B

/0 . Pwenty officers went into action, of whom fifteen went wita
companies. of these elght are cesgualties. - When the line had
been esteblighed T called up four of the officers left behind,

¢ - and they were able to relieve the officers in the linec of gome
of thelr dutiles,. 1

‘ On the experlence gained in this action T am convimced of |
the wledom of having some officers out of the firsi asgault.

e o S v i

/- The evacuatlon of wounded was greatly esssisted by twenly men
froa the Pourth Bn., 2nd by the employment of German prisoners
on this duty. waernl the gupply of stretchers temporarily failed
prisoners carrled wounded men "plck..a,.back "
All cases at the R _A.P., were cleared In good time, &nd te
R 0O., then went forwerd under fire and attended to some that
nad been overlooked in pHermiesg and NO Man'"s Tand. Ry mlidday s&all
thogze wounded in the attack had been attended to. _ |

F_r— o

——
P

4 72, our casualtlieg total...
RKILIED, 2 officers, e
X X . .Lt, V,7W,Robins, |
. | sec, T.t, M, patersgon.. a&nd .Siother REk=.
#
" MISSING, * = . o R

WOUNDED, O officers,
.LL_ Barnes,

| " gooper,
h‘ gec T,b gmith,
: " " watson,
2 ' " " white, -
| n " Pav-}_ our, and V/{ é oté:Ler RE¥s.
-*.. ’7\_ TOTAL CASUALTIES, J officers, ;'73 other Renks,
t Known enemy casgualtles. (not Including wounded notl ;:}riﬁmers).

PRISONERS counted a2t Ban., H.§. 1 cffur.% others.
DEAD ON GROUND, To. N "
TOTAL, 2 o'fficera,ZéZ Others.

; /3% our captures include, 1 imchine gun, with heavy mount,
2P Automatic rifles..equivelent Lewlie
2 Telephonesg, guns,

and a quantity of ammun., equipaent,ete,

SN
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% S ECR EIT. (COPY ) -
, SN -
~ &
Headquarters,
lst. Aust. Infantry Brigade. .y
ATTACK ON HERMIES 9{4{1?¢ e 1
' :
i T 70 assist 2nd. Aust. Battalion in their attack on .
: . HERMIES, two companies of this Battalion were assembled in road e -
. J.34.D.4.9. to Rallway at J.28.A.3.2. for ths assualt, supported ;
o by a third company assembled in the same road. }_
" ' *‘
| 2e The right company was ordered to clear up the area .
Q JiB34.Bs, J3bAe & Be., J«38.A. and the CEMETERY and establish a line |
' © CERPOURh J.58.A:8.1: to J.50.D.2.2. ‘

The left company was ordered to assualt andsclear ud the

area NORTH of right company to RAILWAY ( inclusive ) and establish

g line from J«30.D.2.2. 10 J.30.B.2.0. and connect with 2nd. :

\f Battalion at that point. f

The support company remained at point of assembly ready ¢4

| : . to move when orderoed. This company was not employed in the f
| assualt.

-
P Ty

Se At 0348 &e assualting companies advanced from assembly tfr
position to gain the assualting position J.29.A.0.4. - J.24. 5_3_0. e

by 0415 - zero time. ,ir

-

4, Immediately after leavine the assembly position enemy |
openad with M.G., and rifle fire. Th* advance was continued to i i
assualting position and reached it at zero. From this point the B
left two platoons of left company could not advance owines to :
hostile M,G, fire and heavy entanglements of barbed wire, The troapﬂ
at this point suffered a numbser of casualties including a platoon i
Officer. = ﬁ

The 0.C, left company left his left two platoons to hold - |
the attention of the enemy at the Railway Station and pushed on with' !
the remainder supported by the 2ight company to the objective. |

5. The line was consolidated:- ‘ |
leﬂlﬁlllpl - ﬂlﬂ'ﬂ” road ‘I'..G Je "SH.G - 3 ﬂ. Bﬂﬂ PﬂEtE Eﬂtﬂbliﬂhaﬁ rll
at CEMETERY and J.30.CeHeB. | | {f
6. Two V. M.3"'s. were got into position to cover this front. P
7 Three enemy M.G's. were captured, one at STATION one N
at J.35.B.9.8, and one at CEMETREY. 28 prisoners were taken. 4
-.-'4'- 'I,
8, Commmication was established with 2nd. Battalion in |
new line at 0630. |
Communication was well maintained from Battalion to 5
Company Headquarters by runner and by telephone at 0600.
9. Enemy artillery fire was slow in opening; our troops ;
paessed the shelled area before he opened.
10. Our casualties: - 4
1 officer Killed, .
1 . Wounded,
. 18 0.R. Killed,
99 O.R. Wounded,

3 reported missing.

(Signed) D. T.?OOR“,Lt.GGlf
10/4/17. Commanding 3rd. Battalion, A.I.F. | v
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LW 1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIG

Bricade Hsadqﬁ;ftaié.
10th. April, 1917.

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 9TH. APRIL, 1917.

The lst. Australian Infantry Brigads attacked HERMIES on
the morfaing of 9th. inst., in accordance with the instructions
contained in Brigade Order No. 24.

In their advance the ond. Battalion avoided the long
belt of wire but encountered considerable difficulty with Machine
Gun fire. By 010 a company had entered the village where a
considerable amount of hand to hand fighting took place. The
centre company was temporarily held up but overcame the opposition
and entered the village. The line to the East of HERMIES was
taken up by 08850.

The 3rd. Battalion sent forward 2 companies on ths South
side of the railway line and engaged the South Western defences at
the same time as the 2nd. Battalion assualted on the Northern and
N.W, side, but encountered considerable opposition from Machine '
Gun fire and were repeatedly held up, having to deal with enemy
posts one after another, but by 05456 they had rsached a line
deB3D5eBe7e0e = J30.A2.8. and were in touch with the 2nd. Battaliﬂn.
They gradually worked 'Eastwards along the line of enemy trenches
South of HERMIFS and alomg the railway line, establishihg touch
with the 2nd. Battalion at J.30.A.9.0. Hhﬂy were unable to
advance their right on account of Machingﬂnppnaitinn but established
a post in the Cemetery.

The 1lst. Battalion worked forward on the left flank of the
2nd. Battalion but the left flank was held up till after 06800 owing
to want of communication with 12th. Battalion. At 0828 the 1l1lst.
Battalion advised that it appeared that the enemy were in sunken
road East of DEMICOURT, and instructions were issued for the cuns
to 1ift to sunken road and for the lst. Battalion to take the
village. They were, however, afterwards held up as the enemy
ra-auﬁugiad the village wlien the artillery fire lengthened. At
0807 "AY Group opened on Weat edge of wvillage for 5 minutes and then
resumed on sunken road to facilitate the assualt. The right
company were afterwards held up at BEETROOT FACTORY but by 0940
had made it good. They afterwards entered DEMICOURT and aatabliahﬂd
themselves on the East side.

After making good the line in advance of HERMIES the 2nd.
Battalion and 2 sections 3rd. Field Coy., A.E. consolidated the no:
position, three strong points being constructed. At 0850 an enemy
counter attack from the North East was dispersed by artillery fire.

The 3rd. Battalion went forward after dark and established
itself with two campanies on the required line East of HERMIES and
to the South of the railway, their richt in touch with the 60th. ‘
Brigade.

Artillery fire was opened on various favourable tarrets
during the day and at 1730 was directed on enemy massings near
HAVRINCOURT.

Though the enemy still had small bodies in wvarious
positions between our line and the @anal du Nord no further counter
attacks were made.

The work done by all ranks was most commendable, and the
artillery aid was of great value. The Field Coy., pushed forward
through HERMIES very early during the ficht and commenced their role
in the establishment of =trong posts.
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. $ ( 2)
rd
1ntﬂnmiﬂaignguninatinna were maintainad throughout without
The total casualties will probably amount %o 250,
. soveral selomspi L HIeIoT?, Losether with four machine gume
Brig.-&anaral,l

Commanding lst. Australian Infantry Brigade..
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% M 1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

_%§$L:i*ﬁh SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

é4)§J FROM 000 9TH. APRIL TO 0R00 10TH. APRIL, 1917,

l. OPERATIONS. Our line now runs:- approximately J.35.B.8.1.
\ to J.3R.A.5.1. t0 J.BA,A.B8.5. to J.3R,A.9.R., from here in a series of
posts soeven in number to J.50.D.7.8, - J.%0.D.8.9. - K.25.A.0.0. thence
Eagt o K. 2DdAISOal. « K.25.0:5.3: - K.19.0.0.5, = J.284.A.7.2. ( The
line from K.25.A.80.05. to J.24.A.7.2. is a strong line with strong
pointg &Y J.24 AN s K19,0:0:06.y K288 .5.8,, J30.D.7.8,) J.24.8.15,9F
JalBel)B e = TSRPS0 Ly w 3B, B8 . 2. & J,18.,B.7 B = K.T7.0.0,8, =
Rl 0228w Jel2:D7e6s = J.12.D.1.9.
Patrols. Patrols report sunken road from K.7.C.8.5. running S.E.
is strongly held by oenemy with M.G's. !
A strong standing patrol occupied Square Copse at J.25.D.R.AR, !
Three standineg patrols at K.25.C.,850.10., K.25.Central and '
K.25.B:«%.4. |
Orie patrol reports seen enemy digging in on ridge between our
position and HAVRINCOURT, estimated 1000 yards from HERMIES.

-

: 2. ARTILLERY. 4.5 Howitzers and 18 pounders rogistered on
corner of HAVRINCOURT WOOD in J.%2.A. and 18 pounders registered on
points in village of HAVRINCOURT during day. During afternoon the
18 pounders dispersed enemy working parties at K.3l1.A.0.:2. and fired
on troops in village of HAVRINCOURT. Results could not be ascertained.

B MACHINE GUNS. Our Lewis guns were active during the night.
Betwoen 2130 and 2200 we 'fired on enemy patrol which was observed
about Kixl9,B.2.2- At the time attack was launchsd cn DUHMICOURT by
the Battalion on our left, about 40 enemy troomns were sesn running to
the rear. Our machine guns were brought to boar with good results.
A captured machine gun and ammunition is being used by us at K.19.C.1l.1.

4, SNIPING. Our snipers, situated at K.25,A.2.9, were active
when suitable targets presented themselves.

5. ENEMY ACTIVITY. Artillery. The enemy shelled HLRMIES
village intermittently during the past 24 hours with small calibre
Zuns . Rallway cutting, K.256.A.%.0. received particular attention.

About 60, 4.2 H.E. and 12, 77 m.m. shells fell at about
J.3A,A.06,70. and enemy shelled West and M.W,., of DEMICOURT heavily
during our attack.

Enemy Movement. Considerable movement of enemy was
observed in N.W. of HAVRINCOURT WOOD and in village of HAVRIMNCOURT.
Qur artillery fired on these parties.

At 1500 a party of 100 men with M.>'s werse
goen at J,12.B:.5.7. mmre joined them from K.l.A.9.5. after we had
captured DEMICOURT.

e MISCELLANEOUS. Fires were observed in HAVRIWCOURT at
30, 0110 and 0230. Explosions were also heard~in HAVRIZNCOURT before
1800 on 9th.
\ Cur attack on HERHUIES was evidently a suprise judging from

condition of dugouts on HERMIES-DEMICOURT Road, where supplies of focd
and fucl were stored sufficient for scveral days.

HERMIES appears to he more systematically destroyed than
other villages we have passed through.

g?f'7 Jf g{ L f lia jor,

Brigade Major, lst. Auutralldn Infantry Brigadn..
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W ONPI ‘N 2.1 ' EQE G.EE:IUILm_.”UEE .ﬂﬂkfn
N 18T, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
%% SUMMARY OF INTHLLIGENCE. A

FROI OHO0 10TH. APRIL T0 0R00 11TH, APRIL, 1917.

y L RELIEF, The Brd. Battalion took over the portion of line
EHapt and North of HHEMIES held by Pnd. Battalion. Relief was completed
at 2145 without inocident.

, At about BOO0 our left flank wes extended to about 400

yards to the Horth of BOURSIES taking over %uata at JuB8.0.24%4,
};H;G.S.B. artd J¢B54Ds448¢ from the 12th. Battalion. The relisef

passed quilglys .

4 A, PAT%OE%- A patrol lef't our line at J.BR,A.E.3., crossdd
| ca%T1 hg B P a§ Jy%8.8B.4.,2, and proceeded to sdge of wood at
Kid1l.CaR 4B 0 enamy were locdated anhd patrol returnsd .by same routs
| ~ Reconnoitring patrols report a snipsr at J,A.D.0, and &
Mlﬂu At J.#iDiUBntraln oy
Reconnoitering patrols roport that the snemy hold a line
6f disconnected holes running from K.,7.,D.5.8, to K«7.:A:B.,2, to
KiT1A,2.54 A hostile M,G, was located at K.7.D.:6sds
A party of about 20 were seen at J.A.D.E.14+ digeing and
puttihg out wire.
Outpost at J+12.A:9.2, report a Light Trench Mortar about
800«1000 yards to thelr immediate front,
' Pakrols were pushed well out N,EB, from HERMIES but ro
enemy movement waes observed. SETEE

3 HOSTILE ACTIVITY., Artillery. Enemy avtillery was generally
more active during period, OFf and on throughont the day sunken roead
from J.B5:B,9,%, to J«35,B85,90, was shelled with 4.8 H.,BE, and 77 m,m,
shrapnel, It was most severe at 1530, Large gilt dump in J.34.D,
wes Bhelled. intermittently by same batteries in direction 5,W, of
HAVRINCOURT, HERMIES wag shelled during night with 4,2 H,E, and shran,
from direotion of J,B7.Central,

Sniping, Enemy snipera wers actlive from a trench about
Ke71A:8,2, bBut were quidened by artillery fire,

Machine Gung., FBnemy machine  gun, whlch appears to be flring
from K.28,8,0,4, swept our front continuously,

_ PDbheervation Post, An enemy C,P, consigting of 6 men
located at J.5R+B.0.,0:] relief changed over at 0830,

Movement , Constant movement aorogs from wood to sunken
road , Eneny appear to crosd Canal by bridge at K,%1,A,0,2, and move
along road to K,Bl1,A,8,7.

linemy moving freely through roads in wood K,31,A, and K,31,(,
Parties were geen ocarrying picks and shovels to trench located at
K.32,D,2,8, or thereabouts, across to wopd about K,27,D,4.0,

A party of 12 men, apparently a relief, was observed to
disappear on road at about K,31,A,2.5., Shortly afterwards another Y.
party appeared from same spot and crossed Canal into wood; rellef at
0845,

Working varty located at what appears to be a trench at
road K.%%,A,4.8, ~ 0RB0,
' At 1830 three parties of enemy were seen moving in fouras at
about 100 yards distance from FLEIQUIERES to K.22,Contral along the
road =~ each party was about 200 strong.

4, OUR SNIPERS. Our snipers were busily engaged during the day
firing at long ranges towards HAVRINCOURT, they claim two victims,
O, MISCELLANEOUS. Various housas in HAVRINCOURT were seen in

flamed. At 1000 a train was seen entering HAVRINCOURT f'rom direction
of' Canal bank.

‘ \,/" {:/ ¢ / P M"(f‘{vmfim-.._,_.wf
10t

Australian Tafantry Brigade.

e jor,

Brigade lajor,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT008854



—_—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e = e

- /ﬁplpend!x - No.

FOR OFFICIAL US E OI‘JL{%?
18T, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

CONF I -DEN

%%% SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

FROM ORCO, 11TH. APRIL TO 0RGO, 12TH. APRIL, 1817.

-

and returncd to 4amo spot at 01456, moving parallel to railway line at
K.25.B.5.2. obgerved an enemy patrnl of # men which retired in
direction SQUARE COPSE.

At 2100 a patrol of one officer one N.C.0. and & men left
from J.%R,A.4,2., proceeded to K.31.B.R.8., thence to SQUAR™ COPSE
returning throuch line at J.B30.D.AR.7. at B300; no enemy encountered
or movement seen.

/f/gf” 3 18 PATROLS., Patrol left our line at 2350 fropm K.2F,A.5.1.

2 ARTILLERY. Our artillery was not so active durine 24
hours alﬂng our sector. An enemy working party was temporarily
dispersed in K.20.D. by 18 pounders shrapai Other points enpgaged
were in villame of HAVRINCOURT; results could not be ascortained.

A Battalion O.P. has been established at K.25.A.3.2.

Strong Point. A strone point is under construction by 3%rd.

Field Company at J.6.C.7.7.

3 ENLMY AGTIHITY. Artillery. BPuring the dev the enemy
shelled the sunken road in J.23.A.3%3.%. with 4.2 H,E,, also sunken
road betwsen HURMIES and DEMICOURT, direct hits being obsarved on
BEISTROOT FACTORY, J.18.D.

Enemy artidlery was active on area in vicinity of J.%0.B,

BN Je.o0abs

Time. Location. No. Sizc. - Direction.
1010~ J ¢00+B+8%0s
1120 to 8.A, and 20 4.2, Centre of HAVRINCOURT:
I TR B R S T
1725 ML= i R S B 7 5.9 Due East,
o KB :8.8,
Movament , From 0940 to 1118 considerable movemnant of
snemy was obhserved. A cart drawn by 4 horses with party of & in roar

was observed meving along road fror K.20.,D.4,8. to K.20.D.8.0.
From 0940 to: 1115 ssveral working parties, strenzth from B
to 15 digging along line approx. K.20.B.8.4. to K.20.D,9.8, and 1
two communication trenches leading to the rear rom this linaq
Parties moving in K.20.C.; did not appear to be working

LTt
At 15%0 workine party-digeging along road K.27.A.4.0, to
R A
At 1R25 enenmy removing railway 1llines in K.27.A. & B.
“ MISCELLAITEOUS Aerial. Two enemy planes woere seon over

our sector during the 24 hmura Flying high, Cur anti-alrcraft
batteries at VELU engaged them and they returned over their own lines.

5, ENEMY PACHINE GUNS. The enemy gun atlll locatsd at
Kl By fired & me rounds during the night, also sniping from
‘:- .

CeB,
HaValaBybs and K ld.B8:4
{h/// /%fﬁ-7 f{ T
M&]JP,

Brigsads Major, lst. Australian Infantrv Brigadse...
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1ST. AUSTRALI IRY BRIGAZE. Mo %5 N
- 1‘4;:-
. \ 13 AP i 1917 "‘"“j)
' SUMMARY OF OPFRATTON3 - FOR PERIOD ENDT (4 ¥

/171ﬁTTEndh
3> .

I have to repopt as follows:- - 'u; '

On the H6th. inast., the lst. Australian Infantry Brigsade
tnnk over the right sector of Divisional front from the 14th,
Bricade.

The 3rd. Battalior went into the richt sub-secbor on the
night of the 5/6th., on the lins approximately VELU WOOD - DOIGNI®S
and immediately pushed forward apnroximately 2000 yards and
occunied a line held by series of posts running from J.34.D.B.B2, to
JePBeABeTe Communication was eastablished by patrols with the
Oxford Regiment of 80th, Brisade on the rirht.

The lst. Battalion took over the lef't sub-=sector on the
same nicght and occupied a position held by posts along road
running through J.22.A. & C. and round the Eastern outskirts of
DOIGNIES {0 N.,10.C.Central and touch with the Brd, Battalion was
established.

The 2nd. Battalion occcupied the BEUGNY - YTRES (Corns)
line which was taken over from the 29th, Battalion.

The 4th. Battalion remained in reserve in FREVICOURT.

On the night of 8/7th., our line was pushed forward
200 -~ 300 yards to the East of DOIGNIES and the 1line J.22.A.5.68.,
JelBeDeBeBay Jel17.AB.7« 10 J:s10.DBs8B. Occupied.

A considerabla amount of patrolline was done on nights
of 8/7th., and 7/8th., by both lst. and 3rdi. Battalions to gain
information about the enemy defences in vicinity of HURMIES and
his outpost line between that villace and DOIGNIES, and the results
of this reconnaissance proved of ecreat value in subsenuent
operations.

On afternoon of 8th., inst., the 2nd. Battalion was
relieved by 5th. Battalion in the Corps line and the 4th, Battalion
moved to VELU,

During the nicht of £/9th. the lst, Battalion advanced
their lins to support the attack on H'RMIES which was launched
by End. and 3rd. Battaliona at 0415 on 9th. A copy of summary of

NS conneption with the capture of HERMINS and DEMICOURT

= =F-% F=% n#ﬂl‘ information.

Af r the _capture of these villages our line was
consolLiiat: d&ﬁnd E?EEHE points have been established to the 3.0,
and Bagt of IMRLTESgRnd to the East of DEMICOURT.

On night of 10/11th. our left flank was extended about
400 yards to J.5¢Des4,9. taking in the villare of BOURSIES and in
the right sub=gse@tor the 3rd. Battalion took over the frontarge
rroeviously held by 2nd. Battalion which moved back to BEAUMETZ.

On night of 11/12th. the lat. Battalion was relieved
by 4th. Battalion in left sub-secbor and after relief the lst.
Battalion moved to DOIGNIES,

At 1560 on 12th,. Brigsade Headaquarters were moved to
BTAUMETZ.

: Durines the 11th. and 128h. the situation remained quiet.
Our line was further straishteoned and consolidated. Active
patrolling resulted in the rainine of a good deal of information
recardins the sround in front of our line and the location of
enaemy posts,

b VAnws,
7""“/ ! 7 ﬂ"‘_‘__,..—-——“

Bris.=Genaral,

Commanding lat. Austrelian Tnfantry Bricade..

‘-..‘..I- .

1‘1- o —— i S - e | e P i - - S e — S r— S pam— = e ——
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BN 13T, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADT.
" SUMMARY OF INTTLLIGENCE.

&£§ FEOY 0R00, 12TH. APRI# TO 0R00, 13TH. APRIL, 1917.

i OPERATIONS. Patro¥s, In order to locate li.G. position
in vicinity of K.T4.A.3.0.,, between 1505 and 1545, two scouts worked

along road from K.19.A.R.0, to K.1%.D,5.0. where thayv were fired on
by M.G. loacted at Cross rosasds.

Aptillery. Our artillery activity during 24 hours was normal,
At about 1200 our 18 pounder batteries dilspersed enemy working party st
Ke8:0:0.5,

_ 4.5 inch howltzers and 18 pounders fired on N.I. of HAVRINCOURT
WOOD and in village of HAVRINCOURT at K.27.D.
18 pounders shelled road in K.20.D. with shrannel,

2 HOSTILE AGTIVITY. Artillery. Enemy artillery was very quiet
during 24 hours., et

Time. Location. NO . 91ze. Direction.
Vicinity railway 10 8" How. Approx. 47 deg.

0900 - cutting in K,25. £ blind 5.9 H.E. true from K.25.

1200, &y %o &y B.HoB A.DB.5,

1400 -~ .

1730

1700 N.E. edge of 8 4,2 H.E.

1800 BEAUMETZ

BOURSIES was shelled intermittently all day with 6,9 H.B.. 4.8, and

77 m,m. coming from the hill in the front of CAMBRATI .Shelling around
DIHMICOURT, casualties caused. ;

Machine guns. [Enemy machine gun fired on our left nost from
direction of K.7.D.Central.,

Hovement. Considerable enemy movement wasg again observed. At
cross roads at K.14.A.%.0. about six men were seen to disappear.
Shortly afterwards similar party left cross roads and went over ridge
at K.14.3. Cross roads was afterwards found to bhe a machine gun and
snipers post.

About 185 of enemy wirins at K.8.D.4.2,

Observation nost located at K.1%.3.9.5, ( approx.). “nenmyv
observed in trenches K.14.B.1,2. and K.14.B.%.2. at 14%0.

From 1150 to 1210 laree varty about 80 in numher workine in wvicinitvy
of K.8.C.5.5. carrying laregs pieces of timber, they were dispersed by
18 pounder shrapnel at about 1230.

At 1270 an enemy workine party was observed digging N.'"". of
FLESQUIERES, others carrving timber and some using wheel barrows in K.1°7.

At 1%35 a second enemy working narty was digging trenches ¥.V., of
FLGSQUIRERES, others carrying posts and timber in Kalf,

Observation. [Enemy has good observation, as he shells small
parties on ridges and roads around BOUESILS.

Signals. During hours of darkness enemv flares wers continusglly
Fired on Bast side of HAVI:IITOOURT WOOD. At about 234F a signal lamp
or electric torch was seen about J.3”.D.

5 HISCIELLANEOUS. A heavy eun, believed to be H,V., was
observed firing from a bearing B8 degress from K.283.A.,45 .30,

_F [
2, B "

Brigade !iajor, lst. Australisan Infantry Brigade..
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f I

ik &fgé' 1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE,

Supplement to Summary of intalligenoe of today's date.

1 Y PATROLS . Apatrol of 1 Officer and ® O.R. left our
lines to investigate sunken rocad K.7.C. and proceeded along the
rosd for 150 yards, they saw % of an enemy patrol. Patrol
returned at 0400.

A patrol left our line at J.R,C.8.R. for purpose of examining
road as far as Chapel on CAMBRAI road and ascertained if building
is occupied. Patrol left at 2130 and went in an Easterly direction.
House is ogcupied by snipers and sounds of digging, posesibly wiring
were heard; buildins is intact.

A patrol also patrolled road running N.E. from J.12.D.70.85,
a8 far as J.12.D.9.9. no enemy were seen.

At 0215 a patrol left HERMIBES - DEMICOURT roasd st BERTROOT
FACTORY and proceeded in an Easterly direction for 800 yards to
ggzgaximatalr Bain:0.4.1, No enemy were seen and patrol returmnsd at

2. WORK. Strong point situated at J.R.0.8.48. abouf 50
yards were fire stepped and trench deepened, work was :arried on
again last night.

B MISCELLANEOU3. At 1200 smoke was seen issuing from
Chateau in HAVRINCOURT as if it had been fired.

Between 0900 and 0915 two big explosions took place in
HAVRINCOURT on S.E. side.

Smoke was seen issuing frow chimneys shewing some of billets

were occupied.

¥ it e fv

A “.__-"'-é‘ 7:011 H&jﬂ]‘.",

Brigade HMajor, lst. Australian Infantry Bricade..

=
| e

—
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SECRE . Apcendix No. . COPY NO..&.. 51
War Diaty 18T. AUSTRALTAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO. 25.

Brigade Hoadquarters,

o Q} " 13th. April, 1917.
d REFERSNCE MAP 57C N,E. 1:20,000.

. i Disposition of enemy troops is as shewn in Intelllgence

| Summaries. ’

| 2. The AOth. Brigade on our right holds a line of posts on

Western edge of HAVRINCOURT WOOD.

On the left our line is in touch with Brd. Australien
Infantry Brigade at J.5.B.Central. The 3rd. Brigade wlll in
co-operation with our advanco move forward to-night to a position
with its right at D.30.Central. -

v The lst. Australian Infantry Brigade will push forward
to~-night and occupy a line approximately J.3f.B.8.9., - K.25.D.7.8, =~
K.20.C.%3.2. - K.20.A.2.2., - K.7.B.Central - D.%0.D.9.1.

——— e
{

4. Commandineg Officers, %rd. and 4th, Battalions, will
establish a series of ‘strong vosts in their Battalion Sectors on the
forward line of resistance indicated in para. 3.

The present front line will become the support line.

De The advance will commence at 2000.
B A. - The 3rd. Field Coy. A.E., will assist in consolidation.
:‘ 748 lst. Battalion will stand to arms at 2000,

8, Each post will take forward at least one set of rockets

or flares for 8.0,5. signals.

9. Reports to Brigade Headguarters BEAUMETZ,

f"/b ZA / 7/& A/'L'U(‘“‘/

Ma jor,
Bricade Major, lst. Australian Infantry Briga“ie.,
DISTRIBUTION,

Extra copises to: -
No. 13, 3rd. Pield Coy., A.L, :
14, 60th., Light Inf. Bde, (Imperial),
15, Brd, Aust. Infantry Brigade,
, 181 2nd, Aust. Infantry Brigade,
- 17 &th., Div. Artillery,
f - 18, "A" Group Artillery,
\ 19, Heavy Artillsry.
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S WoconripENTI AL FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

15T, AUSTRALIAN IEFANTRY BRIGADE.

SULMARY OF INTELLIGZINCEH.

FROM 0€f00, 13TH. APRIL 70 0”00, 14TH, APRIL. 1917,

1, OPERATIONS. Our line was advancec 1000 to 1500 yards
on night of 13/14th., and we now occupy & line of vosts approximately
K.3.B,1.3. N,E. to K.25,D.5.4. along sunken road to K.2&.D.1.8.
thiennee North o K.85:B.1 4., K:20.A:1,35:5; K:1%:B:«8i8. tlicrice tHrough

.7.D.Central, K.7,B.Central to D.30.D.8.1. linking up with the %rd.
Brigade on left.

Prisoners. Two of enemy were killed and two prisoners ( one
wounded) were brought in. The Zermans were in force at K.7.C.8.7.
but retlired as our troops came up.

Patrols. The house on CAMBRAI Road at K.1.A.90.45. was found to
be unoccupiled and s post has bcen established thers.

Patrols have covered ground in most cases to a depth of 100 yards
in front of present line.

Artillery. Our artillery was active during the day. B35 rouni s
were firod on to suspected M.G. omplacoment at K.14.A.4.0, The
Eastern bank of Canal in K.20. and K.2f. was swept with shrapnel and
4.5, H.E., and the South and East of HAVRINCOURT v 3 also shelled.

2 HOSTILE ACTIVITY. Artillery. Enemy's artillery was ver:
quiet during 24 hours.

At 1200 about 10 shells of 4.2. calibre were fired on Silt bhea~mi:
in K.34.D. from wood South of HAVRINCOURT.,

At 18%0 a 4,2.c,m. gun firing from East of HAVRIINCOURT put
24 shells 1n viclnity of J.28.C.8.2.

At 2200 four 4.2. H.E. were fired into village of HERMIES f{1om
Bast of HAVRINCOURT

Machine Guns. During our advance onemy M. G's. were firing from
supposed strong point in vicinity of K.20. Central.

Alrecraft. Enamy balloons were observed durlnF the day on ths
following bearings from J.19.D.4.90, 21 deeg., 1105 deg., 11A deg
109 deog., 167 dog..

At 1730 three enemy planes were sgeen to rise from vicinity
of CAMBRAT and flew due West over our lines.

5 37 MISCELLANEQUS., IInemy mines. An explosion took place
at 1400 on a bearing of 122 deg.,(Mag.) from J.29.C.A.0., judged %o
be in villasce of BEAUCAMP.
was civesved. FPlares and Sisnale, Searchlicht sweeping sky from 2200 to
2%10¥in a Northerly direction from HERMIES.

4., LATER. Two pﬂsts have now been established 1in squarse
Copse J.256.D.

& /
- *;"-:'.—" / ij . { s 5 |
\ fﬁ 4 uf“fﬂfﬂu-f-ﬁmpkm”~w

Ha jor,

Brigade iMajor, lst. Australian Infantry Brigadc.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT008854



Appendix No. s

gﬁﬁﬁ’ 13T, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. |

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS.

HERMIES - DEMICOURT - BOURSIRS, 15/4/17.

At 0400 enemy's artillery opened both on our line and on
villages in rear, and at 0415 his Infentry attacked from the
North East. His laft'flangbama as far South as K.14,.C,

Tworposts of 4th. Battalion on our left were captured snd
the flank was pushed back gradually to a line approximately
Jlﬂ-AviSiﬁ. - J;ﬁ.ﬂ-'ﬁ.g. - JIIE#B!glﬁl

The 1lst. Battalion were gradually absorbed in the forward
iine, at first protecting our left flank and then in strengthening
our line on the left. The line was never pushed back further than
the line occupied by ths Brigads after the capture of HERMIRES and
DEMICCURT, and that part of the line occupied by the Brd., Battalion
remeined intact. This waas in great part due to the efforts made
at consclidation, two sections of the Field Company Engineers
and working parties having besn angaged several nights in the
preparaticn of strong points all along the lina. Y

The 12ft of the snemy's attack came sgeinst the 8rd. Battalion
ané it was swept away by Lewis gun and rifle fire, 200 bodies =
being afterwards counted in front of one company in this Eactiﬂ,jvr

No further Infantry action took place in this section though
it was threatened by Infantry on the line of the Canal from
Ke28,Contrel to K.20.Central.

By 08E0 the left pnst of 4th, Battalion had been pushed baeck
but we still held the CHAPEL on which hold was never lost
throughout the day. ihe right of the llth. Battalion was pushed
back and one company of the lst. Battalion was sent up to cover
the flank. Two more companies were required by 0712 to maks the
position an sseured one, provided ths Battalion of the 3rd.
Brigade on our left could hold the enemy who were very strong.

Two companies of 2nd. Battalion wers by order of Divisional
Commander sent to Zrd. Brigade area at 0810 loaving the Brigade
with two companies in reserve.

Lieut.~Colonel STACY, lst. Battalion, took over a poption
of the left of the line from C.0. 4th. Battalion, and later on’
the Units were re-orgenised and the lst. Battalion wore given the
sub-gection bounded on the right by the line Kol Ds0,7¢ = =
K.12.,A.7,7. (CRUCIFIX inclusive to 4th, Battalion).

Enemy planes, six in number flew very low over our lines
for nearly 20 minutes in the early morning. They were engaged
with machine gun and rifle fire.

| Our line was exposed to very heavy shelling during the day
end HERMIES, DEMICOURT and BOURSIES were consistently shelled.

Five prisoners were taken. Our cesualties arse estimated
at 7 officers 169 0.R.

Brig.=General,

Commanding 1lst, Australian Infantry Brigade.
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15T, AUST. BATTALION.

REPORT ON OPERATION ON 15/4/17.

REFERENCE MAP 570 N.E. 1:20,000.

: With reference to the work dome by B., C. and D. Companies
lat. Batgialion in reinforeing thse 4th, Aust’ Battaliog at
J.8.0.7&. during the attack made bV the snemy on 15/4/17 I
have to renort as follows :=

B Company movad forward to report to Malor SA3SE, D,.3,0.,
at JeB6.Ce7.5:. at 0700,

At 1000 when C and D Companies were ordered forward to "
report to the same officer at the same locality I went forward. 4?
I procesded forward gnd reportsd to Major SASSE at 1030 assuming
tactical command of B, @ and D Cowpanies under his direction.

B Qompany was then dlsposed, 1 Platoon in the line at J.6.5.5.9.
and one vlatoon at J.5.B.1.8. and two platoons in support in

the road in J.6.C. Under Major SASSE'S dirsction I disposed

C and D companies as follows, C company 3 platoons in road in
J.8,C, and one platoon at J.12.4A.7.E. D company 2 platoons at
J.5.Ds7.3. and two platoons in road in J.M.C., both companies
to be in support to the firing line and took up my Headduartsrs

with him at J.8.C.7.5. to assist him in the firing line should
the necessily arise.

The situation as regards enemy Infantry action was then
normal. A heavy attack by the enemny had been driven off
during the mornine and he could ho seen consolidating a position
on the road in J.24.A and C - P.29.B. and it was known that
about 1000 enemy Infantry were located in the valley in

P.29.C. and D. and that he had esteblished a line of nosts
roughly from J.82.,B.9.0. to D.22.D.Central.

Owing to the intermingling of companies and Batiallions
which had taken place during the actlion, it was decilded to
re~digtribute the garrison and alloty a portion of the front to
the lst. Battalion. ,

At 1330 & comfersonee was held by Major SASSE attended by
Major WOODFORDE and the P's.Cé B. C. and D. companies 1lst.
Bettalion and 0.,C. B, compary 4th. Battallon.

It was arrancged to allotX tha front from J.6.D.5.9., to
De29¢De2e2. to B, and C. companlies 1lst. Battallon under my
command undePr the dirsction of Major SASSE,

It waas decided to relieve such narties of the 4th, Battalion
roemainine in those positions by daylight teo begin at 1430,

I then allottsd from J.RDeH.2. to J.B8,A.0.0. to B. cOmpany
and from J.A.A,0.0, to D.22.D.2.2. to O« company. I informed you
of this by message at 1480,

t I instructed each comnany to hold their position with three

) platoons in the line as picquets with sentry groups as necessary

| in front, and one »nlatoon to b2 in suprort - the picquet line to

will be ths lins of resistance. This relief was completed at

2100, slowness due to energetiec enemy M.3. fire fromr his posts.

At 1530 the snemy brought trench mortar fire on our important
post at J.6.C.5.9., causineg several casualties, Ma Jor SAGSE
requested Stokes Mortar support and at 2130 two guns arrived and
were allotted to the 4th, Battalion one being placed by them to
cover this posts

-_“#a':p -

=
-

—

ST

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT008854



&fx No. 4/»'7/f?@; ;:_

At 2100 tools were sent to the front line companies and
picquets consolidated their positions.,
Pogts were established as follows:-
JeBeAB,9, 14 platoons and 2 L.M.3's.

% bﬁb‘ it 'Appen

Je8.3.0.1, l N,CoO, and 12 men,

JeB+AJ70,26. 1 platoon and 1 L.,M.G. with 1 V.M.G,

JeBeAed .2, 1 NeCoeOe and 5 men and 1 V.M.G,

Jde6,0.Contral 1 platoon and 1 L.M.3. #B" coy., support and "B"
COV.p HeQo

JeDeBes7eles 1l §.CeOy and & men, listenings post.

JiEiB-9|4- 2 H.ﬂ-o'ﬂn and 18 OIRI and 1 LJM.G,

JeBeBel,.7, 1 platoon and 1 L,M,G,

D.,298.D,2.2. 1 platoon and 1 L,M,03,

T sBalA7 8, » platoon and 1 L,MN.%. "C" coy support and "C"
COVe, HeQs .

At 2100 Major SASSE departed on orders from C,0. 4th, Battalion
leaving the sector taken over by B. and C. companies directly under
ny command with D, compeny as reserve, At 2300 I changed my H.Q.
to J.11.B.9.8, At 2400 telephonic communication was established
with your Headquarters and command of the sector passed into the =
hands of C.,0, 1lst, Battalion. At this hour I visited the fromt =
line and found all correct and the position in process of T RN
consolidation; touch was established between companies and with
Unite on our flanks. I returned to my H.Q, at 0200 and informed vou
by telephone that all was quiet and positions all correct. S—

At 2040 I informed wou by messace of the frontage allotted to
companies and the method of distribution of comvanies, Location
report of posts, V.,M.G's, and supports was furnished to Lient, e
SPARKE for you by me at 0230, :

At 2200 I recelved youp BVS 28 explaining instructions issued
to companies by you per ES 128, I decided to remain at edvanced
HeQs until daylight. L

At 0800 company reported that no signs of the senemy could
be Tound in the positions occupied the nicght before. Thia %
| information was telephoned to you at once. I then enquired from
8 Cs company if he had to report similarly. At 0700 0.C, "OV |

company reported a few enemy seen at dawn in the positions occupiled
the nisght before. |
At 09485 on 18th, inst., I closed advanced H.,Q., the posts being
well established and situation normal., During the period covered
by this report enemy Infantry action was normal. Enemy artillery  _
[ ectivity was mugh above normal on the village of BOURSIES, in i
JeB.,C., and D., X.11, and 12, and on our left company front until |
0400 on the 16th, |
I reported back to the C,0, lat., Battalion at lst. Battalion
H.,O0e &t 1030 on 18th, inst. |

(Eignﬂd) P.S-S-WOODFORDE. Hﬂjﬂrl
17/4/17- 1et., Bﬂttﬁliﬁﬂ. AsTJF,

I enclose herewith report by Major P.3,3,WOODFORDE who was
/ forward with companies of this Battalion during operations on
¥ 16/4/17. Such companies being under command of LAMP.

Since the whole Battalion came under the orders of LAWP I
personally had no command and merely reported to C.0. LAMP until
I tock over portion of line at £2340C, |

sy | d—

(S1mned) B,V,.STACY Liout.-Colonel,
Commandinge lst, Aust. Battalion.
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REPORT ON ENEMY ATTACK ON 15(4{17. |

Qv’, .
W BND& AUST. BATTALION.

At about 1600 I received orders from the C.0, 11th,.
Battalion to send one of the two companies of the 2nd. Battalion
temporarily under his command to fill a gap on his front. The
company I selected was "C" company 2nd. Aust. Battalion who
was situated in the sunken road from approximately D.28.C.4.8.
to D.28.C.4,0, This company was to move to D.28.A.4.8. to
D.28.D.7.3., moving out after dusk.Fhe company Commander with one
of his subalterns reconnoitred the position at dusk and the
company took up its position and dug in, being in touch with
both the right and left companies respectively on its flanks,

No opposition was met with in taking up this line.

Company Headquarters were situated in sunked road at

DlEB'C-4.4t
One German prisoner, who was evidentlyv on patrol, found
behind the lines, was ca%turad. d Morda —
" This company was relieved about 2400, 15/18. ﬂ
18/4/17. | - (Signed) O.W,WATSON, Major,
end. Aust. Battal ion.
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REPORT ON ENEMY ATTACK 15/4/17. 5%
Qﬁ&- BRD. AUST. BATTALION.
/"
1, At 0400 on 165th, inst., enemy placed heavy artillery
barrage on several points principally HERMIES and oubskirts.
e At 0405 richt posty of left outpost company observed

enemy advancing on the post. Twenty seconds after the alarm belnec
egiven the full fire power of this nlatunn post was developed. This
o3t was situated K.20.A.2.4. The remaining two platoon posts of
Ehia company opened fire at 0408,

3 Three platoon posts were heavily engaged and another was
able to give supporting fire with rifles and L. guh.
4, Enemy appemred to have attacked in two lines with

intervals of one to two paces bébween men. At one post only did he
advance within bombing range and on meeting our Mills boibs ha
retreated hurriedly.

B. Four Lewis guns were in action. The cross flre was very
affactiva and although all my posts were not visible to each other
these puns covered the whole front.

In one case 20 magazines were fired without a jam from one gun.

6. Enemy flares greatly assisted fire direction and control.
The enemy used a number of flares all fired from his trenches in rear
of his attacking troops.

2 I estimate the enemy casualties at 200 kdhhdd and many o
wounded. During the fight itself my posts engaged suffered 8 Iﬂ
casualties, 1 killed and 5 wounded. W

8. Rifle grenades were used with good effect. ’

9 After the action the enemy removed many of his wounded

under cover of Red Cross flagithis had to be suffered as the only post
that could brimg fire to bear was kept under fire by two enemy
M., guns. This was owing to:-

(i) Commanding position of enemy,

(ii) The post was sited in the previous pitch dark night.,
Eight casualties were inflicted by these two M. guns including one
officer and 3 N.C.0's, of one post, that is after the fighting had
ceased.

rﬂ
17/4/17. (Signed) D.T.MOORE, Lieut.-Col., |

Commanding 3rd. Battalion A,I,F,

T
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16/4/17,
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f;; §E$yh 

REPORT OF GERMAN ATTACK ON 4TH, BATTALION ON 15/4/17.

REFERENCE MAP 57¢ N,E. 1/20,000.

At 0400 on 15th, a heavy bombardment mmppe® of hostile y
artillery was clapped orn to DEMICOURT and BOURSIES and certain
roads and lines of approach. It appeared to be a concentration
of all aveilable weights of artillery in enemy's han firing
rapidly., Before tdlkephone wires could bhe cut a hrigi?maaaaga
was got through to Brigade and reserve company ordered to be in
readiness. Reports from front companiesnstated no infantry
movement deteeted and then wires were cut, Enemy activity
appeared tc he greatest towards our left.
4th, Battalion front at this time extended from K.14.A.2.2.
along the are of a eircle t0 F.l1.A:B:B¢~ thence t0 De30.0.0.0,
where our left poat had touch with neighbouring battalion.
This front was divided roughly into three approximately equal
fronts and allotted to G, D and B Companiee with A Company in
reserve, Headquarters and two platoons in sunken road about
JelB.AeD:s9. and two platoons about J.17.A.7.7. BattellonM .
Headquarters are at J.22.B.9.9: and R.A.P. 8t J.17.A.7 .7 _i
After 0818 hostile bombardment sased down end heeame more o
* acattered &s 1f searching back appas. About 0445 a messare was é |
! received from D Company that enemy was sttackineg in forece on both.;;'
’ slides of sunken road in K.7.De., that he waes being held off in s
. the main but that by weight of numbers asnd use of FLAMENWERFER
he had overceme vost at K.7 «Debede and had established a ¥.G.
there. D.Company at once brought up its two platoons in support
to counter attack but the enemy was now advaneing in large numbers
and the company was having its work cut out to hold them up.
One platoon of Battelion Ressrve Company was at ones sent to
reinforce D. At 0800 a runner meseage from 38 Company announced
that this company was being heavily attacked and very hard
pressed. At this hour an enemy balloon was up in direction of
| FLESQUIERES while a patrol of six hostile aeroplanes flew low
over our lines from BOURSIES to DEMICOURT. HERMIDS. 3 Company
reported that its two platoons in support had been sent forward
to N.BE. and N. of J,6.Central, that their left posts had bsen
driven back fighting to this loeality, and that at least the
twright posts of Battalion on our left had besen driven in,
Farrison of Strong post 100 yards N. of Chapel (J.8.1.2.9.)
was successfully helding up large bodies of eneny and iNfRlicting
heavy lo=sés,. Remaining three platoons of Battalion reserve ™
were immediately sent to reinforee B and to establish a flank -1 o
N, of BOURSIES. The Senior Major was sent to take chamge in /
this locality and revort on the situstion. Brigade was asked -
to send one company lst. Battalion to replesce Batitalion reserve.
C Company now reported that they had been attacked but had driven
off the enemy with heavy losses. A platoon of C was ordered
to attack from pright flank, the enemy who had established himszelf
in D Company's right post at K.6 D.5ede It was now full daylizht
,I and this attack was held up by M.Gz, firing from K.14.C. as the
% men camé down ths forward slope of ridge and platoon Officer was
| amongst the wounded. Senlor Major now reported that situation
on left was very serious. We still held strong point at CHapel
but line of poats on right of it between D and B Companies had
been broken while enemy was coming down valley and road through
D30, in sueh large numbers that all our vosts were driven
back on to 1ine J.6:De2.9., toO JdeDeBaeB47. The reserve company
wes sent at onee tc be at disvosal of Senior Major. Brigade

was asked to send one company of lst. 3attalion to aupp%ﬁaﬁmﬁaat

' :
J%lala'rr}n'&cfén dba%%. s%omﬁa%p%&%aﬁw%aif&@a %hﬂttﬂ &%%a to be seenm in
iarge numbers digging in on ridges snd along BAPAUNME~ CAMBRAI Road
and that he was advancing in droves acrogs valley D.29. and 50
and from road junction D.24.A.8.6. down roads to BOURSILS and
LOUVERVAL respectively, Brigade and Artillery were kept
advised as to theee movements and V.M.G's, were got into position
to fire on all these parties while rifles and L.Guns fired on

closor targets.

*_."

J r. - v
Fy _-\_---'——__J"‘I 1‘5-.- _J':_-'-F L I
f — '
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i It was now apparent that the attack was on a blg scale
. and 1t appeared to be his intention to get in behind us and
rotake B . Two prisoners had by this time been taken and

it was noted they had up full kits, blankets, W.P. sheets as
well as & plentiful supply of food. Another platoon was sent to
reinforce D Compary in K.7.C.
Enemy battery of four field guns (77 m.m.) was observed
Tiring from Lock 6 about K.3.A.7.8, and this continued to shell
road in K.7.0 and D. throughout most of the day. By about ¢
o'clock our fire had steadied enemy advance down and he began
to dig in prinﬁi'pﬂlljr in sunken road,; Ke7.De7 4= K-B-G.?-O-,
on spur K3i7.Central- K.l.D., across valley K.1.0., on slopses in
J:68.Ds and B., across valleys in D.30. and 29 and on spur in
between. During these operations enemy was continuously harrassed
by fire of our artillery, M.G's, and rifles and these localities
as well as ground in front of our posts are dotted thickly with
German dead. It is estimated that, on 4th, Battalion front,
three hundred casuvalties were inflicted upon the enemy. Our
casualties were 7 Officers and 130 other ranks including a large
proportion of N.C,0's, The sltuatlon remained as above described
during the whole of the 15th. and night of 15/18th. but befare L
daylight on 18th. the bulk of the enemy withdrew. L
A glance at the ground will shew that the high ground
near the Chapel was a vital point in the defence of the Battalion
area and the magnificent stand made thereby B Company cannot be
too greatly mxprer stressed. That such a stand waE possible
was largely due to tho energetic measures taken by Capt. WOODMAN
with the assistance of a small section 3rd. Field Company, A.E.,
to put the locality in a state of defence. These well placed
defences and thorough reconnaissance of the ground ensbled the
company to give a zood acecount of itself though rrestly out-
numbered by the enemy. Vg jJor C.D,SASSE, D.5.0., shewed good
Judgment in the way he handled and dispossd of the warious
reinforcements on the left and before evening on the 15th. the
different units had been sorted out and re-organised, 4th.
* Battalion holding with four companies and one company of 2nd. _
Bettalion, reserve, line from original right to Chapel (exelusive)
while lst. Bgttalion took over from Chapel (inclusive) to D.29.D.2.2.

-
o

y—

Commanding 4th. Aust. Infantry Battalion.
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A
! CONFIDRENTT AL, FOR OFFICIAL USE CNLY.
18T, AUSTRALIAN IHF&NZﬁY BRIGADI .
SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCI.
FROM 0600, 14TH, APRIL TO OROO, 15TH. APRIL, 1917,
¥ L OPERATIOCNS: Our line in right sub-~gecotor was advanced
N at certain polnis end is now approx. K.%1.A.7.8. to K.25,D.9.7.,

I..' KIEElB'-ﬂn?:; I{nlgnﬁnguﬁ- ‘bhrﬂ'l.lgh K:QG.&-‘.LD-"&BH to I{.ltﬁ.—nﬁ"”ﬁ.ﬁ.
. The lef't sub-gector is unchangsd. :

q 2. QUR ARTILLERY. 4.5. Howitzers engaged pointa in enemy
: breasgtworks and fired on ccok house North of HAVRINCOURT. Direct
hite were observod on Coocker.

At 1040, 18 pdres. Tired 10 shrapnel at supposed antl-alrcraft ]
gunsg gt K,3.B. and 21 rounds ¢n hut at K.27.D.5.8. At 1240, 10 ahrapi
were fired at enemy party in K.l5.B. At 1400 party of 20 enemy 1n |
K-lﬁ-D«- waere diEPETEEd by @ rounds . r

=

3 o HOSTILE ACTIVITY., Artillery. Hostlle artillery was not
very active baforec 0400, Taroughout thoe day about 20 shells fired
from the direction of N. 88 deg. E. from J.R4,A.7,R, Fell in
vicinity of J.24.A.7.R, and village of HERMIES, BEAUMETZ was
shelled from 0750 to 0900 with B30, 4.2's,

Movoment. Gresat deorenss in movemont of enemy during the day.,

A party wes dispersed in X.15.B, at 1240, Another party of 20
walking acresds K.1lAD. was also dlapersed by our artillery.

Right "Sub-seotor. At 0400 on 18th. enemy opened up a sevare
bomharagﬁnt”aluﬁg'E&ttaliﬂn sactor. Village of HERMTIHS and Raliway
in vieinity received partlcular asttention. All ground between
Raliway and Canal from sunken road in J.%4.A., and J.289,0, forward
to SQUARI COPSI was thoroughly mearohed and swept, Cemetery in J.38.A.

: and precintds beling most heavily shelled. |
i Our outpost line oxcept in viecinity of SQUARE COPSE was not |
analled , sheolling disd down abeout 2600. :

The left company was attacked but the attack was repulsed with _
very heavy losses. The-attack-siill continues:

? Left Sub-gacuor. Enomy also bohbarded this sector heavily at . o7
?; 0400 and made a determined atteck with Infantry from the N.E, The

1 Lef'tt company of our left Battalion after inflletling heavy casualtles

on the enemy fell back on the sgupport line as cur flank was Iin danger,

. MIBCELLANIOUS, At 1835 what appearod to be observation
posts situated in trees were located in BOURLON.WOOD, Approximate
poglitions F.13.,Bi8:8,,; B«38.B+38,:%,y and F,13,D.%:53.

At sbout 15C0 enemy destroyed bridge across Canal at K.20.B.1,8,

Hk e B AIEGR&FEJ Onemy balloen ascended at 0800 from village
of PLESQUIBRLE about N. 70 deg, Ragt (mag) from J.29.C.R,0. :

f

Brigade. Major, lgt. Augtrelian.-Infarmtry-Brigade..

Ma jor,

!
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| CONFIDENTTIAL. __FOR_OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
1ST. AUSTRALIAN I 'FANTRY BRIGADE.
ﬁii? SUHMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

FROM 0R00, 15TH. APRIL TO 0R00, 1FTH. APRIL, 1917,

1o OPERATIONS. After a short and sharp preliminary
bombardment the enemy attacked our outpost line about 0415 on 15th.
One post of our centre company, left Battalion was overpowered by a
"l ammenwerfer" and another post was captured.  The ‘main part of the
attack was against our left flank which was pushed back to g line
running from J.R.A.3.5., J.6.D.3.9., J.12.B.95,60.

Enemy also attacked Right Battalion in K.14.C. Three posis
were engaged heavily. Enemy was driven off with heavy losses leaving
150 dead while all our posts remained intact on this part of the line.

It is estimated that at least 1000 of the enemy werse engaged
against our left flank company which was defending BOURSIES.

We took three prisoners during the day, two from the 3f0th.
Regiment and one from the 93rd. Regiment.

During the night we consolidated our new line and a strong post ¢
was made at about K.7.C.%.95.

2 RELIEF. At 2340 the lst. Battalion took over part of the
4th. Battalion frontage on the left. The inter Battalion boundary
bﬁiﬂ% Jnlei.ﬁiliglg Jlﬁ'iD-s--gi tD El25-D|O-D-

- PATROLS. Patrol of 1 N.C.0. and 10 men left line at 0100
from K.25.B,8.5. covering ground to a depth of 120 yards to K.19.D.9.5A.
No signs of enemy could be seen. Patrol returned at 0220.

4, MACHINE GUNS. Our machine guns were very active throughout
the. d=y firing on t~-rgets -~t K.7.D.5.5., K.8.Centr~1l, K.7.D.9,2, ~nd
K.7 D88 Sever~l working perties were engaged at ranges of about
400 yards and a number killed. S5.A.A, expended 15,000 rounds.

e ENEMY . ACTIVITY. Artillery. Enemy artilleory was very
active throughout the day. Barrages were put on BOURSIES, DEMICOUKT
and DOIGNIRS at 1445, 1545 and 1A45; shrapnel, H.E. shrapnel, £ A
and 4.7's. woreo used during each barrago. All roads as far back as
the road running from DOIGHIES to J.27.B.95.80 were shelled at frequent
intervals during the day, and the ridges and valleys gearched.

HERMIES was shelled with 5.9 H.E., 4.2. H.E., and 77 m.m. H.E, and
shrapnel . 5.9. and 4.22 H.E. fell along road and railway line in
K.25.A. and in vicinity of road at J.24.D.8.5. SQUARE COPSE was also
shelled with 4.2. H.E. and 77 m.m. H.E. and shrapnel.

An enemy battory of 4 77 m.m. guns was located at the sugar
factory at E.29.A.8.%. Flawe snd smoke could be obsgerved every time
the battery fired.

Aircraft. Enemy balloons were ascending and descending during
esarly vart of 15th. on Mag. bearings of N. 29 deg. East, N. A deg.
East, N. 77. deg. Bast, 8. 104 deg. Zast, S. 115 deg. Eagt taken from
0, P 8t 24D .9,88

" Shortly after dawn on 15th. & enemy planes flew very low over our
lines for a gquarter of an hour and were fired on by M.G'e. and rifles.

R, MISCELLANEOUS. ifines. Engineers removed 30 1lbs. of
explogive from ground at oross roads at J.30.A.8.8. |

An explosion occured in HERMIES at 2220 on night of 15th:*zfﬂiﬁe~
blown ve—in J.50.A. :

Enemy Ruges. Under cover of Red Cross flag and semi darkness
enemy dug in two M.G. emplacements.

"1/1 _/ )‘[‘h..fw ' e Ao,

Brigade Major, lst. Australian Infantry Brigade.
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18T, AUSTRALTAN INPANTRY BRIZADI.

SUMMARY OFF TNISLLIGENCE.

FROM €600, 1ATH, AFPRIL TO 0ARD0, 17TH. APRIL, 1917.

e OPERATIONS. Relief. The 2nd. Aust. Battalion reliesved the
‘ 2rd. Aust. Battalion in tﬁﬁ"ﬂﬁld¢ﬂﬂ sector of the line from Canal at
K314, 7430 Bo Rula.ﬁ 1.Hﬂ# on night of 16/17th. April.
The 1lgt. Aust, Battalion took over 500 yards of front from 4th.

Battalion, line soparating Battslions ig now K.1.D.0.7. to J.12.A4.R8.F7,

Disposition, Our front lins has been pushed Fforward along the
canire bBattalion f“GPE gt now ruans K.léd.A.0.4,, X.7.D.Central, to
ltf.- --'*I;I & E.: o D - 4:- Uﬁ l'_,l & -i Fo i ij‘ H M [} . :._.. -:'F:r .:.q“.r ! '-'EFJ L 4»"1‘1'&1'? ; f-'-'fr-'! A

Patvols. Pairols went out from left cowpany front left Battalion
to try and sacertain I btrench at J.5. 3 2.9. was cuﬂupimd oy the eneny
&end a_go te Lry snd got in touch with him. At 2130 patrcl reported
that ihis trendh wawk elronzly held ﬁlﬁ: Hentry m*wuf teated in front
Patro’. at 0400 reportad d{uan gnewy goout 80 or €0 gtrong. This parny

waes erdaged by Lewis Guno and enemy dléporsed. :
Pairols wert out o H“T“'i Relelli@ed . ant to sbout K.7:By4,8. No
. glgne of the enemy were soon.,
" 2 ENEMY ACTIVITY. ar*tlﬂeﬁl, Artillery was fairly active
during tnoe niznt. Eiﬂi’l‘f. D8, Helle TOLl in BERMIES,

war right Bgttallon front waa shelled intermlittently with 77 m.m.
and S.9'g. HAVRINCOURT -~ HERMIDG rcad received ettsntion with 77 m.m,

Hsavy shelling th“mughﬁuu we day cn and around DOLIGNIES At 1400
ssvars. ghells landed in the viecinity of J.185.B.4.:5.

Xaschine Gune. A machine pun fiv_ng from approximately K.20.Central
SBWeepeE our peoets in viecintty of XK.14.4.0.0.

hovemont. Small enemy woricing wmrtio were obierved digging in

1068 in B.26.0., K.2.A. and K.5.0, nemy 1n tronchss at K.2.4.

anip 4. at our posts during ihe dav.
: Egemy were observed during the day ov ridse oppcsite Ath. Eattalinn
ir numosre varying from 1 to 20 and in trencn opposite J.5.B.8.
: Enemy stlll continuvce to uvse reoad from GRAINCOURT running hruugh
K4, snd K.9. troops are conatantly observed moving up and down this road.
bniemy was working all day laving wilre in X.3.A and D, K.4.B and C, K.10.B
and D, .

511t dunp at K.26,0entral is evidently setrongly occupied. Flarse
are fired from this pﬂ*nt at frequent intervals during the night, and in
daylizht movement can be geen, which indicates an obgervation post.

Alrbrafu~ At 1100 a sguadron of & anemy planss flew over our lines.

AEIB00 three enomy balloons wero sighted at 70 deg. 40 deg. and

97 ﬂEg. Bearings taken fwam J.29.A.Contral.

B MISOCALLANEQUS. A largs fire was seen in HAVRINCOURT about

ﬂn 1020 mins was aprung in cantre of HERMIES.

Ithe locatlon of batbtery of four 77 m.m. guns which fired
continuously throughout the sction on “he 1Eth. has been chsecked and
fourd net to bo the Sugar Factory at B.80.A:.8.:5. but Lock Ho. A, ab
I&-Saﬂ-ﬁt{"b

i i M
i / f :
‘:l. e .--..E I,' {l e f_.:.;iﬁ_ﬂ.‘é:___,-’,/
- L
e JN R
L ER = Ma jor,

"Brigede Major, l1st., duafralisn Infentiry Brigadse.
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é ONFIDENTTIAL. © FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

1ST. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE,

%
%

FROM 0600, 17TH. APRIL TO 0F00, 18TH, APRIL, 1917.

Xa PATROLS. Our patrols were active during the night.

The sunken road running through K.1.C. and country in vicinity
was reconnoitred but no enemy encountered.

Patrol also went out from K.7.D.Central and failed to get into
touch with the enemy. A German machine gun in good condition was
found by this patrol and is being retained for use againset the enemy.

2 ARTILLERY. Our 18 pdrs. shelled HAVRINCOURT about 1700.
4.5. howitzers Ffired about 50 shells into HAVRINCOURT between 1600 and
1645. |

On request for retaliation cur 18 pdrs. fired about 60 rounds of
H.E. and Shrap. on the bluff at K.20.Central time 1845.° Good shooting
was observed.

4 MACHINE GUNS. Indirect fire was carried out during the
night and early morning on targets K.20.C.8.8., K.20.B.1.5., K.l%.D.E.ﬁ.
S.A.A. expended 2500 rounds-

4, ENEMY ACTIVITY. Artillery. Ths shelline in J.12.A. and B.
and K.7.D.5.5., wae above normal. About 200 shells (5.9's., 4.2's.
and 77 m.mw.,) Ffell in this area during the day. Most of this shelling
came from the North.

Enemy shelled HERMIES with 5.9 H.E. between 1420 and 18500. About
15 ghells were distributed in various parts of the village. At 19156
oitr support trench at K.25.A.1.6. was shelled with H.E., a t BOfEhella
(77m.mw.) being sent over. Shelling ceased at 2050. Our,front was
shelled intermittently during the night with 77 m.m. The ¥icinity
of SQUARE COPSE was shelled at intervals.

" A battery of 77 m.m. Tiring on J.8.0entral from TADPOLE COPSE
were very active during the afternoon.

From 1000 to 1100 the DOIGNINS - BOURSIES road was ahelled by
5.9's. During the night the Cemetery in J.5.D. was shelled with 4.2
and 77 m.m, A

Machine Cuns. Our posts at approx. X.20.A.1.1. were swept with
M.G. fire from time to timo. Maochine gun was located at K.20.C.7.7.
Enemy indirect fire played on Company Headquarters at K.19:0:1.9

A machine gun fired cccasionally during the day from about
Ks8.B.7 .5,

Trench Mortars. EBEnsmy fired sbout 15 rounds from a Light Trench
Mortar in vicinity of K.20.A.l.1. Trench Mortar located at strong
point K.20.Csntral., ;

Movement .Movement of enemy transport was heard during the night
along CAMBRAT road through X.1l.A. A patrol which went out to
investigats reports transport was moving towards CAMBRAL. A light was
- geen at cross roads K.l:A.9.4. Two oxplosions were heard in K.l.A.
sarly in the evening, each explosion being preceded by = RED flare.

Small ensmy partiss and tracspori, moving to and from GRAINCOURT,
atill continued to use road through K.9.B. - K.10.A. ;

Aircraft. Asroplancs flew low over our area during the night from
2245 1111 about midnight.

& q ll : | lf (L. a—-—f/l-/:/('/

'
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Brigade Ma jor, lst. Austraiian Infantry Brigadea.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO08854



= - —

O _ e
¥ - Appendix No, ¢4 /17 / 2 s

QOONFIDENTTIAL. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

1ST, AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGAD.

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE,

FROM 000, 18TH. APRIL TO 0600, 19TH, APRIL. 1917.

LS OPERATIONS . Patrols, One N.C.0, and 4 men left our Lines
from post K.25.B.7.2, at T450 to gain information of enemy in vicinilty
of Canal. They proceeded along railway line in an Bagsterly direction
for 400 yards to approx. K.28,A.B,1. Voices were then heard 50 1o
L00 -yards in front. finemy fired flares from this point and patral
was unable to proceed further.

A patrol of 1 N,C.0, and % men left post K.26.D.5.4. at 0%25 to
rosormoitre Canal in search of enemy. They prodeeded slong asunkon
rosd to K.32.A.,, thence N.E. aslong Canal to Ki268.,C.8.4. No snemy were
ericounteresd., PMlares were sent up from EBastern side of Canal approx.
K, 2R, D,R.0, Patrol returnod at 03495, ‘

Patrols pushed out to BOJ yerds in front of our line in KelB,.B.,
none of enomy wore encountered.,

HEEEF A now pﬂﬂt was established at JeRAs26.08, Strong pDEt 8t
J.8.5% 8, was leongthened towards the left. Work was alsc pushed on
at J.A.D.Central, On our left about 40 yards of shallow trench wore
dug towards the Ath, Battalion's right post, also about 60 yards
connecting up trench dug between poats along line running from
J.B.B:%,8, to J,6,B.4.4., A new pogt about B30 yards in length was dug
at J.5,B.7.4, and other posts lengthened and atrengthened.

. Aptillery. Our batterles were fairly eotlve during the day. At
1615 dur 18 pdrs. and 4,5. howltzers opened on the bluff at K.280.A,
Mre whe directed on puspected M.G. and T.M. emplacements, We aiso
replptered on trench K,18.0, to K,.21.A, where enemy could be mpecen
moving. Sholling coased at 1700 approx. 200 rounds exponded.

On pequost for retallation at 1630 and at 2300 our batteriles
Piped onrthe Pluff and HAVRINCOURT, good sheooting observed.

Counter battery fire was oarried out agalnst 5.9 inch guns shelling
f'rom N uE @

Machine Guns. Indiree¢t fire was carrled out during the nlght and
early morning on K,20.Central, road in Keld.B., KslB:sAsd.2,., also in the
vicinity of Kil«B.7,7 g,A.A, expended 9,000 rounds, Hostlle M,.G.
replied to our fire and searched for gun in K.25.A. without successe.
Mo encwmy planos were seen during the day.

P
2 ENUMY ACTIVITY. Artillery. A battery of 77 m.m. fired on
the Chapol BT J.0,DeDeba LTOW OLE COPEE,

\ The DOTGNIRS - DEMICOURT road was shelled during the day wilth 5.9'8s.
% and shrep. from dlreoctlion of MOEUVRES,
Twe H.V. shells of large callbre fell in VELU about 1440,
| 5.9 HHB., 4.2., 77 m.m., and shrap. were freely usged on our right
‘ Battalion fronlk, while ten 8 inch shells were fired on FEastern portion
of HERMING.
Two B.9 guns firing from N.E. shelled our right flank company area
continuocusly from 1445 till 2400, :
i'rench Mortars. Our posts at K.20.A. wore subjected to an almost
continuous bombardment by trench mortars (and 4.2 H.E. gshells) from
1800 Lo 2300 and occavionally from 2300 to dawn.
sevaral "Pineapple" bombs wers fired at cur post in K.7.D.5.05.
during the night. Poagition of the mortar could not be ascertalined.
Movement. Transport was heard moving in the vicinity of LOCK No. 6
during the night.
Two of onemy were seen at Chalk pit K.27.C.9.1. and three at
K.52.,4.6.%, (working partiecs)
A caterpillar engine was heard moving East from HAVRINCOURT at

2030
Enemy batteries are suspected on Fast side of HAVRINCOURT in wood.
» Bluff at K.20.A, 1s evidently strongly defended.
=) NI
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3 MISCELLANEOUS. An explosion took place in the cellai of
a house in VilLU at J.20.A.5.8. at 1145 on 18/4/17. One officer anc
8 0,R: killed and 9 O.R, waundad. |

A cable which could be used for tel&mraphie purpnﬁaa was localed ,
in our post at K.19.D., buried 3 feet, running roughly in N.E.
direction. The cable has bﬂen cut. L

Ma jor,

Brignde Major, lst. Australian Infantry Brigade.

'f%,_
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