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DEFENCESCEENME,

e e e, o e g, e e e

SAILLY - le- SEC., Sector,

L I ———

Ref.Map
France 62D 1/40,000, 17/6/18.,

- e e s s el i I L TS R e S ——

DESCRIPTION 1. The position to be held extends from the SOMME
OF PCCITIONS. RIGHT (J.35.,C470.30s) to Je30.C.30.60 on the left.
The Right on the SOMME CANAL 1is low and sSwampy
! ground. The centre and left are on the forwerd spurs
of a high feature with a slight re-entrant on the
right centre and another on the left centre,
There are two spurs running Borward on the centre and
left, with an abrupt drop in front of the left half
of the sectors A road, sunken in part, follows the
valley which skirts the front from South to North.
The Village of SAILLY-1le-SEC is close in rear of the
right of sector. In front of the right of the
SOMME Valley 1s studded with trees, Opposite the
centre, the ground rises abruptly in two terraces,
with a sharp spur running North and South,
On the left the ground rises abruptly for about 40
feet and then slopes gradually to a main feature,
On the flank the valley narrows considerably and there
I is much dead ground on our side,

ENEMY'S 2. General Line running N.E. to K.19,C.80.00 The
POSITION. enemy's ?asitinns are on the msin feature mentioned
n pera (1) with small posts on the forward slope

from JedD.D,50.60¢ = J-SG.R-%..OO 10 Je350.D6 10,00
to J-55-ﬁ- o0, 00,

DEFENCES. Se The defence is a distribution in depth. Two Coys
in front Line e&ch supplying the picguet line in
advance.

Cne Coy. is in support and one in Reserve,
The 31st Battalion on the Right,or South side of
Canal.
ocndes Bettalion on the left,
c0th Battalion in Reserve in valley J.27.A. ¥ J.19.C.
The defence line is & continuous trench, except about
150 yerds on the left which will be completed,
The picquet line 1s a succession of strong posts,
A communic-tion trench runs from J.29.C.80.80. to
Left Company -
Wire., There are three belts of wire running aslong the
whole front, one in front of picquet line and two in
front of Main Line. Wire consists of low and medium
berbed double apron and trip, which is fairly thick
and is from 15 to 20 feet in depth.
Tactical diagonal wire is also being placed in front
| of main position,
DISPOSITIONE. 4, (a) One Coy. i1s on the Right from SOMME Cenal to
| main SAILLY-1e-SEC-SAILLY LAURETTE Roade Jo.35.B.05.60
(inclusive) with one platoon in the piecquet line =t
Je004Ce80 80, two platoons in main line and one
platoon in reserve at J,34,B.80.40,
Company Headquarters are situsted at J,29,C.30.,40, am
advanced Company Headquerters at J,35.4. central.
(b The Left Compeny holds from J.35.B.05.60. to
J930.C.30.60 with two platooms in the picquet line
8l Je35.Bs55,45, and J.35.B.70,80., and twe platoons
in the Main Line, Company Headquarters are situste d

at J.29.D.20°00.
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« CONTINUED., | (2) CONFIDENTIAL.,

4

(¢) Support Company. Two platoons at J.28.D.60.15,
Two pletoons at - J.28.D.350.50.
Company Hezdquarters at J.29.C.50.50.
(d) Reserve Compénye One platoon at F.28.A4.80.70,
Three pletoons &t J.28.B.00.20. Company Headquarters
at J.28.B.00.20,
(3) Battalion Heedquarters are situeted in Valley
6t Je25,A.65.60,
VICKERS There are 12 Cuns on the sector covering owr front and
GUNS. left flank, they are situsted as feollows;-
Jo2B.Be50°20, J.28.Be65080., J+2B.D,05.60 J+<28.,D.50.80.
(with alternative position at J.28.B.25.10s) J.29.4445.7(
(with alternative pﬂﬂitiﬂﬂ at J.25. Cllﬂ'lﬂ5') Je30e£s 506 O
JeB35.4685.700 Jo35.Ba20.90., B Je29.De60,05, Jo30.C.05.40
Je30.Ce10,70s Je30sA010.40
T.N's. 6. Two Meduim 6% Newtons ¢cre in position at J.29.A4.40,
50. for shooting on S.0.S,Line. In addition there
gre 2 Moblle Guns in the sector.
Two Light Stokes Mortars sre situated at J.26.D.60,50.
and cover the dead ground in the valley from J.30.C.
5¢Se¢ 10 Je306s2660,350,
INTENTION. ¥. (a) The main line must be held,
(b) The picquet line will be held as long as
possible and instructions for withdrawal therefrom
will only be given by Company .Commenders, in which case
the withdrawal will be effected by successive amall
parties in such a manner so as not to mask the fire
from the main line, which will be occupied by these
withdrawn, The picguets will supply their own local
reconnalissance. |
(¢) The main line must be held and nc ground given,
Any withdrawal from this postion will only be effected
on the orders of the Battalion Commander, and this in
turn from higher asuthority.
Mutuzl support will be riven to Unite on flenks, and
211 dead ground will be coveredcfromothéedflanks.
Colique and enfilade fire will be used to the fullest
extent, and the enemy is to be driven out of he obtains
a footing in eny portion of sector.
In the event of any part of the line being attacked,
thoses on the flsnks willascsist either by making a box
or by pushing forward so &s to form horns and envelope
the enemy party.
In the case of a gemeral attack fire to kill all along
the line is to be malntenied anéd matual support is to
be given great consideration. No part of the line
is to give wey and the bayonet will be used 1f necessary
for & final dash or counter-attack.
(d) All ranks are to be thoroughly conversant with
their pert in the scheme to enable them to carry on
without lesders chould the occasion arise.
(e) Support Ceompany. Two platoons will support Right
Compeny and two pletoons Left Company in case of
either of these being hard pressed. Officers and N.C.
0s, and proportion of men to reconnoitre shortest and
safest routes to the front Companies scciors.
(f) The Reserve Company is the Battalion Commeaders
Recserve and will be thrown in where necessary. All
Officers and N.C.0s will reconncitre the shortest
routes to the different perts of the Mein Line, als0
the communication trenches  In cese of &n attack or
threstened attack this Compant will et onee ascsemble at
~ their platcon positions ready for ény emergency.

(g) In case of attack Battalion Headquarters details
will at once take up defensive positions on the
plateau, :
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forward of Battalion.Headquarters. These posts
will form rellying points.
Compenys will establish rellying points.,
(h) If withdrawal is ordered, it will be carried out
by successive units in sections, each Company sending

— beck an Officer to select the next position, Every
yard of ground is to be contested, with withdrawing
being effected in short steges, Covering fire will
be brought to bear to cover with withdrawal.
Wherever poscible boxes will be made and ambushes
laid, Where the valleys heve steep banks, bombs
be used to great effect, Once again the mein points
to remember are, mutual support, cover by fire,
assisting the flanks, withdrawal by small parties
under confirol, and in mo cases are parties to g0
beyond the position selected,

S.0.8. 8 The S5.0.8. Lines commence 250 yards forward of
LINES. the picquet line.

RECONNA ISSANCE, $. (a) All picgquets are responsible for local

reconnaissance, In addition fifhting patrols will

be furnished by the Support Compeny. These will
remein out all night. Their action will be to

gelin mestery of NO MAN'S ALDN, locate enemy's posts
and scupper the patrols.

(b) Front line Companies and posts are responsible

for all with Companies. and posts on flanks,

AMMUNITION, 10-5-&-&- will bpe distributed in each PﬂEt with a
reserve Company Hesdguarters, Battalion dumps are
situated at J.29.C.65.,75. in Right Bap, and at Battalim
Headquarters J.28.a.65,65,Mobile Reserve is with e Mo
at I.SEJDlBOlSQI

R.E,

MATERIAL. ll. A dump is situated at CRUCIFIX CORNER Je29.Ce50,85
ANTI-AIRCRAFT

LEWIS GUNS. l2. Lewis Guns are mounted for Anti-aircraft defence

at J.55-ﬂ-20-30- JIBQiDilS-OGI J.QS,D.SO-SD.
Je2BeB.00.20, and J.EB-&-65-65.

3. RS, 15. All front line Qompany Hesdquarters st J,29.C.50.5 0.
RELAY and at J.28.h.05.40

STATIONS. .

COMMUNICATIONS, l4, Communications between Battalion Hesdquarters and
all Company Headquarters is maintaeined by Fullerphone
and D.3e 2lso to Bde., Headquarters and Left Lateral
Battalion.

Between picquet line and Main line communication is

by telephone.

There is stelephonic communicetion between Forwerd and
Reer Battalion Headquarters via Bde. Hesdquarters.

A direct line is beilng laid from Battalion Headquarters
to 150th Army Brigade R.F.A. There is no visusl
communication forward, Visuel Communication from
Je28ebo 00040, Central Visual St&tiﬂn at J-lgiDuS-gl

R.A.P. 15, At J.28.C.90.70,
WATER POINT, 16s At Ju28.C.60.70.
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CONTINUED., &) CONFIDENTIAL,

KITCHENS., 17. At J.<8,4.60.80, for Battclion Headquarters
and Reserve Companies and at J.28.D.80.80. for
Front Line and Support Compenies. Rations &are
brought forward by limbers each night.

EMERGENCY

RATIONS .

REAR BATTALION., 18e At Jo26.4.65.55. = 600 Rations.
- lgn ﬂtx Il 30. B- 10'551

HEADQUARTERS

Qe M. STORES 20. At 1.32,4,80.50,

TRANSPORT.

<le. ACKNOWLEDGE.,
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