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19#8#1. 2/Lt, Bowen and Lt 1 4 EZTO Art, Observation, 5-10 - &'flc Pifle
géﬂﬂﬂﬂi N &g& 10 8 Le battery at R.lﬁ.d.g.'?. with 65 31930- rf(

Hostile batteries seen at K7, XB,UB6,F14,F46,56,K3,R,16,d,4,4,,U8<, C,5
C B i, iaformed, Southernmost pit of R,15,¢,9,7, badly demaged, 3rd pit
it from south knocked out, observation by observer, |
Lt, Wetkine end 2/.Lt, SBtephenson - Contact patrol, 8,40 -9,40 anm :
Successful, rlares seen at A ﬁ.*.3.7.,5_35.3.2.7.,R.33.0.4.B.é3 é
ala'albtslel ﬁalaalbtaiat .Rlaslhiﬁlsl ’RGMQ"-EIBO ’Rizﬂie_lﬁloi .Ri 1303.05
White sheets were waved ai several points in the following lines of
trenches, ReDH.0,6.5, «B86,96,0 R 35,d,3,4,, ReB35,0,6,3, » Xo6o842,9,
White boards sbout one yard squere with & "Y¥ painted on it in Rlack
wes pleced on top of trenches et A, 3,b,6,5, Ubservation difficult
owing to rain, Above inforuwsticn reported verbally to ist Aus Div,
unable to write message wiile in zir om scecount of nesvy rain,
Cbservation by observer,
| 3. 80 pm., Succesoft

with Steff Officers,Capt, sloen eand Capt Car
. en i1ocated in trench Re30,d,06,9, =

gt = W
x.s.a.z.e

o/ Jat 14 I8 U SG A AG UE -q Williemg - PhOtGgraphjf. 3. 15 .#4-‘,. 15 pn
Buccessiui, 16 piates exposbed, iren covered X6a,,XBb,,H3E,Rd4,
by pilot, _
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Headquarters,

HEADQUARTERS,
18t AUSTRALIAN
¢ DIVISION.

1ote Ae & Ny Ze Arxmy COrpss B W W .

.................

Following isc a sumnary of opevations of lst. Australisn
Division for period 6 peme. Fridsy 18th. Augu-t t0 &6 p.me Friday
26th. Augnat 1916
1. On 18the August the lote Infontry Brigade (on left)
attackod the 1ine Re34ele9e7e= Re28sCabielie= Reldele2iede -
Re33eBebebe= QUARKY = Re33sLe8ele mmd the 2mdes Infantzry Brigade
(on right) the line from left of the 15th. Division 2t XeBele2fe6le
£0 Re35.Dedeb. with ofders t0 join this latier point to the present
1ine at about Re35.0 48,

Be Battalions wore disposed as follows:i:- late Infantyy
Brigade had the 3rd. Battalion on right end 4the Dattallon om
loft, remainiog battalions in support, and 2nl. Infentry Brigade
had 8the Battalion on right Lfrom MUNSTER ALLEY $0 XebeBeTebBe, Tthe
Battalion from latter point to BAPAUME Road 2t Re3BeDeliedie and
the 6the Battalion on left from the latter point to the Junetion
with lete Infontry Brigale at Re34eBe6e0s 1

e The objectives were bombarded throughout the day and were
subjected to intense f£ire Jjust prior to the assanlts A number

of reports were roceived to the ef ect that outr artillery was
ﬂrﬁg into oar own infantry both before znd after tho attack,

4q ig Pesult of the attack the 4th. Battalion reached ite
objiective and made zood the line ReS0s/ eB8ele~ CUAREY = Re354BebeDe=
0.5 The 31de Battalion was subjiected t0 heavy chelling und

leGe fire smd did not sucdeed in reaching ite objectives The
7the. and B'ﬁh. Battalions made repected attacks but were each time
held up by M.G. ond rifle firve fron flnnkse The 6th. Battalion
pocured the 1ine Re55¢CeleBs 10 ReBBeDeifrede cnd joined with the
b i WA ey etfaf;él}otur signals tor commmisating
with contact patrol seroplanes it was thought for a time that

we had pucceoded in occupying the objective on the rights

\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1009133



e}

3 -2 Appendix No./2r. 336
’56"";5 Patrols, erdered to investignte this line on night 19/20th,
were bombed and fired on, and it wos established thot this trench

p was in poassesiion 9f tho encmys

L3

Ge Throvghout the day of the 19the the front line amd
communicationy were consolidated and repairod,
Te The Svd, Infentry Brigade relieved the lete Infentry

Brigade (lese lst. Battalion) in the line on the night 19/20th,
and G.0.Cs 3rds Infantry Brigade reported that he hed talken over
commsné at 1040 pens 0n 19the
Ge On 20the preperotions were made for a remewal of the
attack on the MOUCURT PARM frants
The objeetivo was the 1ine Re28.Ce2eSe=bebo= Bube~ Oule~
Oedo~ Re2Tule0ele= Re33eBebeTe= Sebe
e The 3rd. Infantry Brigade were disposed as followe:-
9the Battalion or the left, holding the lire im the viecinity of
\ the QUARRY, the 12th. Battalion £rom Re35.B.643%e t0 ReBdelele6%
the 11th. Batteliomn from this point $0 ReFeAeBs9y, tho 10th, .
Battalion from this point $0 ReB344A4948. The laot. Battalion were
brought into the line to hold from this point t0 the junction with
the 2nd, Infantry Brigede ai Re34eBabe0s
10¢  Te attack wes ordered for 6 Dele

At Be4B Delie the onemy made & bombing attack preceded by
o bombordment on the 9the Battelion in the vieinity of the QUARRY
which was Yepulsed,

The loth. Battalion reached their objective and went
beyond it to the iine of the rosd from ReldeBebede L0 HeB7eDefels
end extenied the left to within 40 yards of MOUQUET Fasdle The
11the Battalion which had to come from the rear, was held up by
hosvy barrage iire on our communications znd had not roached its
gtarting point at the time ordered for the sltasie
Tho 10the. Battalion were subjected to very heavy shell fire firom
5-30 Delle Onwardis cnid susteined meny cosualiles before the attask
was launcheds Owing to the disorgenisation &nd heavy losses Thus
eaused, the 10ths Battelion @44 not succeed in making good its

objectives

The 1llthe Battalion went forward during the night 20/21a’
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Y “and dug & ldne from the right of the 12the Battalion at Re27«DePele
¢ ’ ,
to join $o0 the left of the 10th. Balbtalion at Re284Cedeie

b

_C'; A sap was dug from Re35+Be6e9y to join the old line at
About RedleBe7ede
1l. The line held by the Division on the morning of 2lat,

August was as £0110wSt~ Xebslheledy t0 Re35eDe2eF5 50 RuB354C 448
$0 ReB4aBelied 50 ReB8eCeBele 10 ReB84CeBatr 0 ReB7eDefs1 to
ReB35eBe5e9 $0 ReB3¢Bebe7 0 Bebe £0 Re334Le84le
1ie The Hthe Iniuntry Brigade relieved the 2nd. Infantry
Brigade in the line on the night 21/22nd. Augasts

The 3rie Brigede were ordered to secure points Re27.
DeTeBs and ReiGeBeteBe during the 22nde Augnste The former
was strongly held by the eﬁmy and & block was established some
distance south of it by use The latter was found to be unocoupied
e Pﬁj.ﬁ:llmglm ’f ulfsnglliﬂ:ffufifffugi Fﬁr Auguste.
13 The 6the Infontry Brigade relieved the 3rde Infuntry
Brigade on night 2&/20rde and the (G40.,Cs 2nde Australian Divigion
agcuned cormand at 9 a.me On 25rd. August,
144 m:r:l.ns ﬂ_m whole period covered by this report the cremy's
artillery fire was active and accurate on our front line and
communications, econstant work being required to keep trenches
pagsable to troopse
15, The 7th. Squadron ReF.C. rondered valuable assistance
both in locating our positions by means of contact patrols and
by successfully preventing hostile aircraft from operating |
16e ‘The Division proececded by sioges to 'S* area on relief,
Divisional Headmarters being estasblished at RUBIIPRE,
17. The total casualties for the pmrlod were 89 officers
4555 other wanks, killed, wounded and miocelnge
18, The number of priamim taken was:-~ Unwounded 15,
wounded 16

liajor-Generals
Comanding lst. Australian Division.
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gl | | | iiheg to submitthe following report upgn the Work

| Q':Eii"l:ha A_A_T-E.G&; under nmy command during the operations commencing - ?*j'-__;.l‘ﬂf

August 16th 1916, S . e
) LU “bﬂ(?l: over the control of the Medical e.rl‘?ﬂ.nzﬂmezaés-' SRl

-4 ¥ _ L entrpgted. the. collection a:a_cl'.,ev_&cmfihn of i T
wounded to Lisut-Col Shaw of lst.Australisn Field Ambulance, whe s

H
of the "I™ area at § p.m. on Auzust 16tk 1018 . - i
P dm eddition o his own Tield Ambulance. had.the bearsy. divisdlong. - g

of the Sad ond:8rd attached and thoge of the 6th ‘Australisnm. ..
Eim:'émme d-n IEEBWR -— A o -- - ' -' ;e =27
— e -y The lst Busbrelien Ficld Ambulance had ciready
relieved thel 12th Australien Field Awbulence this relisef having e
been completed by 12 .noon on Aigust 18th; 2md ‘the bearedadivisicny , f .
-of the.4th and 15th hed. been relieved Dby.the bearer divi siong . of..
wid and Zrd respectivelys AL i ot Sl Al fo sl
= - e - Ag.adb the_ battle of Pozieres the Advanced Dresgiug: | - o
Stetion was situated at Becourt Chateau, it having heen found - e
impogeible to. gecure o more sdvanced position to which the liotor e
dmbul ances coulld with safety be brousht.. ... D e i s
e ket ewBe_c0llecting posts end Remimental Aid Poste were. el
: oy indioated in Appemdix ®“A™, ~ k SR it Bt s R N3
" cimieas = o BT gerioudly wounded had o be carried on strstchery .
&g Ter ne Chalk Pit or Sunken Boad, . The carry weg-long bub.owing - o L&
to- willing and. .able work of the. stTelolier squeds £t was #0... ... -
_suceessfully performed that at ne-time could it hs gald there 'weg :
enyiking spproaching congestion pf woundedl. _ . s Gt
L% ~ ' ¥rom the collecting posts wheelead stretcliers vere s
“oed a3 far as the wagon,rendezvou. fRere: Iy rge ambulances wagonsg T
conveyed .the caseg beck th Sbours Chzteau,. . JoRed el e [l
. T e S . The tramway wag used o bring back cases as far ag. g
: the Advanced Dresaing Station » oub-it was not found' necesgsary-on R s
thig occasien to conver aages.-all the way by tram to the tram base] = .- A
Had a. rush.of casucliles-occurred the trams would heve Déen mopes, i 'tiiaatl
T2lly uged aadkawrﬁhingim;ﬂ.};aadin&m. for such an emergency. ¢ S
-- -~ . the Motor Lorrieg of the Divisional Supply Col, .were =1
- prriked at dhe. Tramway base and were brought up to-Becourt Cahabean. . .- S
w0 a8 a-time for the conveyance of lightly wounded and welling = Kriee
CE&I28. : | =43

Ial - s

.

e Rigie Ag the camuslties eppeared at times light and Motor L
e Mhula:;ceg plentiful Colonel Shaw wlgely cespatched meny of -the . v b=
1egntly.wounded in Ambulence Vagons thus. enabling them to.rsach )
Saelr destination with moxe comfort and i & muel shorber mperiody T i

% 2 o dke Main Dressing Sboticns were st Snabed ag befors S
i‘}si:n’i?amlﬂy gnd Vadencgurt snd cahe under. the control of-the A.D.IT.S- AR

‘ " QTR comm SR - L Gena'a BBk Wk e A5
e ST Sttetchers and dressings wers at all times Dlenbdesy | 1A
axd reeerve dumpg: of both were made at advanced collectiag posbal - KISl 7

b Het dniaks and ‘medical :comforts wers nsver shoTt 2nd were ecreably. -
. SpnTeciated, AL p : b + S v e
Sy o +~- v ‘The:Fisld Arblance bearers collected from the = .0 .1 748
“ole ares proceeding ag Tor ag-the front “ire zad at Uimes beyemd e N
* - L & - T 3 . . e LI} ] | 1 ==

G- BBY OB ORe.ccoamiod brought inwounded from Mmo ments Tamd® o
L] - i Al : # - - 5= B L ) ¥
undex the orotedtion of the whites flag, the eneny. at the .seme time
“Rilecting. some -of thelr wounded under.s SHILAY DrétectioRms L . o
B, - L cannot gpealk %oo 2i20ly of the.-work of thie bhoarepg " LANE
-._‘f*'&' LanoE ed mathodleslly backwerde omd Poruerd uader heavy. fire g
2 LT ot Bl il =T« o A= L ~ik - = = Ll s - = ' : W . 2

-_1 ":HI.T ke W -i-. gtﬁ#" c ;ﬂle mﬂuﬁ&mt l t ;-Ldtt af ﬂrih& mg -iiii_." tﬂ a_j- r Hﬂm'ld'ed e I - a i oY,
Fy GGI‘EEﬁEE‘ = s N , z i ) | 1= . '._i ...'-
A S ] = e "1 :} ! e B = = il - v e y oW TIT % ‘

T g M t"'*ﬁ" gfual-ff; u--??;h*.:ppd.imm_ 7ere mffTicient - i
IR LTS, RSt SAER Ves Ui nusls 7tk Gnngery ' L= v
b | -2 | i _ g
] A ; I . j :|. ';;"'_
* . ER et T Pt

A H a i e ) vAL & » % o '. < i_-‘_d

W pret g e 5% el T X = -
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g - | 13y sategt (A | ‘ L _“
| L e
One lledical Officer, Captain Grahem viw did good e
work at Balliff Vood wasg mortally wm:u:med on Augist 190h and died o=
a.few days leter in a Casualty -Llearing Stetion, < B,
The total c&m.z“:l ties dealt wita "::w our hearers ; ’
gre mmm on a table abttached vhich zives bths uvqouh.t ons for eaech
By veq & i | 3,
d Cur collecting pu*-';—: were so situated thet most of |
1{, wounded camd into. our nondg. A few found thsir way inte ans 7 21
itish Pield Ambulence by takiag a turn to the right sp Pozieres: . . = |
| anu 'so wending their way to Oviliiers a natural , but owing.to et
X vae divisiocn oI‘ e grea g Vroag GDLLTEE. s ; )
| In comelusxion I -would 1ike to noint cut that The |
;mmbe:r of uﬁax;.,rs attached to o Division i3 a2t times too m=ell
%0 cope with the. large number af casualties vhiiclh'ocour.in .
medern warfare, Tor this sgson the varlous Bearer divisions
agd to be 53:&:11':3& toge _...,:;: and controlled more or less by the
Corps, with the resubt! & men the Divisien went into rest the e
bearers were still left at trle front nominally ian regerve but .. ¢ '
ﬂctuzﬂlv more or.less-st work, -
e
Culunal
AD WS
. 135 Austrelicn Diviaien
Date Tme ' Officers Other Ranlks
| ;100—01:"30 2 4.8
; 17%th O:;O 1200 4 52 W
3 il 2100 o 12 ' |
,aa,ﬂo’-;’ﬂﬁm P .99
-18th 0,600-1-1290- 1 42 PEIE
= lm 5 - 86 Sl
-(4'100'!’0-{:00 10 208 g
19%th -uﬁggzlzﬂo - O 78
s ) d 200~ 21Q0 15 :
#1‘0.0"'0630 v = *?al
20%n 0500~1 200 2 .8
Rt 1200~.2100 Eong: 64
let ﬁlaafgigg ;r 56
- <y l ~ E& 3
: 3100:‘!3500 s <78
i 0.600-:'1”00 ! + 88
' - lﬂﬂ&@Elﬂﬂ s ng
ElﬂﬁgOEQG - .8
23rd 0500+1200 2 28
e 2w 120052100 1 | Z0
| 2100~0500 " ol
with 0500~1200 = 4 ~
, 120052200 - ey | -, 2oeles
val s 0 :
* ‘.J
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e RN FIRST AUSTRADIAN DIVISIONAL ARDIIIIRYT =,
¢ HEADQUARTERS, Appendix NO /2/
/ 1st AUSTRALIAN 1-?.&31*%2&& querters .

DIVISION.

;b
G

25th AUGUST 1916.

Report on Operations Ifrom|ggth 1 ard |JAUGUST Y916.

_ The lst F.A.Brigede moved into the line on the 14th inst
and the 8nd I.A. Brigade on the 15th inst, and both were under the
control of the Ishore Artillery. |
. On the 16th inst the 3rd and 21lst F.A. Brigadés relieved the
4th and 22nd in the line, and the C.R.A. 1lst Aust. Div. took over
control of the whole of the lst Aust. Div. Artillery. The Artillery
in the line was divided into two groups, the 1lst &us. Div. Artillery
forming the right group and the Ishore Artillery the Rbflé groups
The boundar! between the Artlilleries was not The same &s
the bo between The Infentry Brigedes so the lst Auste Div. art..
weas @ivided into sub groups, the Right econsisting of the zZnd F.iL.Bde
and bBovering the front held by the Right Battalion of the Right Bde,
the €entre consisting of the ord F,A. Bde plus two Batteries of the
- 2lst F.A. Bde. and covering the front held by the Left Battalion of
'.':\ the Right Brigede, and the Lefyconsisting of the lst F.i. Bde. plus
one Battery of the 2lst ... e and covering part of the front held
by the Right Battalion of the left Erigtde. Tach Group had & lisison
officer with the Battalion whose fromt=XXmm it wes covering; also
there was & lisison officer with the Right Brigade who was in direect
telephone communication with Div. Art. Hd. Grs, and a liaison officer
with the Ieft Brigede in direct teleyhone communication with the Left
Artillery Groupe
On the 18th ingt two Brigades of the 2nd Aust. Div. Hoved
into the line and came under the eontrol of the Ishore Artillery.
A reafl justment of bounderies was made and fthe 1lst Bust. Dive.e Artillemy
becare rescponsible for the front held by the Right Brigade., The sub
groups were discontinued and the front was divided between the F.i.
Brigades, the 2nd and %rd covering the front held by the Right Bsttin,
end the 21lst and lst the front held by the Left Battelion in that
order from right to left. ¥ach Brigade had & liasison officer with ‘
the Battalion whose front it was covering, and the same liaison office
remeined with the Right Brigede.
From the time of tsiking over up to the attack uwt S.pm on the
18th inst & light barrage fire was maintsined by each Brigsade.
Puring the afternoon of the 17th inst reports were received on two
cce@dsions that the enenmy had been seen nassing near MARTINPUICH .
Fach time the 2nd PF.L. Brigade increased, its rate of fire and sesrchd
this neighbourhood, and though no aetuasl results could be observed,
no atteelk eventuated. -
At 9.pm on the 18th inst the Artiliery programme Tfor the
attack jfhe &nd Aust. Inf. Brizade on the German front line conmenceds
The programme as laid down was carried out. At 10.15 pm the liaison
officer with the 2nd Aust. Inf. Brigede reported that the 8th Bettn.
was being held up by bombs, and that there was no definate informatim
about the remainder of.the attecking forece, and he stated thet the
N GeQeCe and Aust,InEBhAtry Brigade wished the barrage fire to be
continued, At 10.90 pm The lst F.id. Brigade, whose barrage was off
the front of the attack, was ordered to drop to its normal nighirates
Although reports were being received Ifrom the lisison officer
throughout the night no deiinate information eould be obtained re the
situation. At 12.45 am the rate of fire of the 2nd , 3rdand 2lst F.A.
Brigades was reduced to one round per gun per two minutes, and at
215 am 1t was further reduced to 100 rounds per brigade per hours
ﬂttB.SO am all brigades reduced theim rate to normal night barrage
rate.

p e

On the 19th inst no special tasgks were cérried out, but all
brigades were firing occasional short bursts on their barrage lines.
ATt 9.30 pm that night & report was reeceived that the enemy were {
concentrating at X 6 & J.8 sqQthe &d F.4. Brigade turned & battery
onto this point &nd no attack eventuated., it . 2.85 am on the 20th
the G.5.0.1l. rang wp and stated that our ?&trcla were not in the
German front line X 6 a 1% to R 35 4 33.4), but that it was
strongly held by the Germans, e :

i

e——
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and ssked for & burst of fire inbo ite The 2nd

and 3rd FP.A. Brigades were bturned on and fired for 10 minutes at the

rataof 3 rounds per gun per minute, and then resumed their normeal

>s . barrage. &t 5.50 am the 2nd PF.A. Brigade stated that & Iurther
report of eneny massing at X 6 & 5.8 had been received so & battery
was turned on, and & report was received from the Infantry that thés
fire was very effective and the enemy had dispersed.

Prom 6.pm to 7.pm on the 2lst a special barrage was pit on
by the lst F.A., “rigade to assigt in the aftack by the Z¥d Aust. Inf,

¢ Brigede on our laft. 4t 11.30 pm en the 2lst inst an aercplane
photogreph was received showing a new Germen trenech in R 35 &. The
18t P.A. Brigade was ordered to turn & batftery onto tThis trench and
it was kept under congtant fire throughout the remainder of them=uks
night, Hext day it was registered with aseroplane observation, as
being in & dip it eould not be seen foxm any of our positions, and
it wes kept.under constant bursts of fire.

At 9.30 pu off the 28nd inst it was reported that the enemy
woes heavily shelling our front line in X £ b so the 8nd and 3rd F.A.
Brigades dropped their ba¥¥age onto the German front treneh with
rapid burst of fire for 10 minutes.

During the whole of the period & light barrage fire was
maintained by 8ll Brigades when no special tasks were being earried
out. The night berrage was at the rate of 24 rounds( and for the last
two nights 12 rounds ) per battery per houre During deylight the
principgle was occasional short bursts of fire on barrage lines or on
any partieular points re fire wag required. |

One liedium Prench liortar Battery with two mortars took up

n & position on the right flank on the 18th inst and fired 8 rounds
into the Germen front line before the attack., This battery was not
agein used during this period as the Infantry Brigadder, under whosge
control it wee placed,stated that he had no tagks for it.

: it 9. am on the 25rd inst the C.R.A. 1ot Aust.Div. hendadd

over to C.R.As 2nd Aust. Div. 411 Brigasdes of the lst Aust. Dive

Art. were rel@dved and moved out ewd of the line this day.

i Casualties . Killed Other Remitse 10

# -l |
o (P L B W

T s r
i 4 ol o L )

—— S

Wounded Officers 2 Chaplain R.C.0ckley.
Lieutenant H.E. iloody.
Other Hanks, &0

Expenditure of Ammunitien.

18 poundexr 40,000
4.,5" Howltzer o ,000

Brigadier Genersl.

285th August 1916. C.R.4+ 1st AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,

e e — —

i
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¥ REPORT ON OPERATIONS OF 2nd AUST.INF.BDE, 833
from 15th to 22nd August 19216,

L
4‘;&3 _______________________

- 14th . On the l4th August the Brigade arrived and bivouaced at BRICK=-
FITL.DS near ALBERT at 11.10 and came under the orders of the
Gs0.Ce 4th Division, The S5th and 6th Bns. were moved immediately
to TARA HILL as part of Divisional Reserve to 4th Aust.Division.
Orders were received to relisve the 12th Bde. and the 5th and
8th moved into the line, the 5th taking from MUNSTER ALLEY to
the BAPAUME ROAD (both exclusive) the 6th taking from BAPAUUE
ROAD (inclusive to R.35.C.48 the 7th went into support and the
8th Bn. into reserve. The U.G.Coy. and L,T.M.,Bty., relieved
these units of the 12th Bde, The relief was complete and :
; | command passed at 1000 from G.0.C. 12th Bde. to G.0.C. 2nd Bde.
15th, The enemy bombardment was continuous but varied in intensity
this was considered the normal state of affairs and variations
only were notified as they occurred. Work could not be carried
on in the front lines OGl and 0G2 in daytime so all attention
was glven to connecting the saps out in front of these and
lengthening and deepening them where the shelling permitted it ;
in rear certain communication trenches were selected asnd effarts
made to keep these lines in repair. At night the sap. Leads were
worked with all avallable labour and the line known as LUXTONS
TRENCH formed and saps started forward from this again. All work-
ing parties were heavily shelled from time to time. -
Lewis guns of lst Pioneer Bn., placed at disposal of Bde. were
alletted 4 to 6th Bn. and 4 to 5th Bn.
. Patrols went forward to investigate NO MANS LAND and covering
parties protected the working parties.
16th & The line was extended to the left to R.34.D.89 to gain touch with
night the 1st Bde. whose right was to rest at that point.
16/17th Patrols sent forward by day from the left subsector reported no
signs of enemy or occupied works within 200* but an old and
battered German trench was found and it was decided to dig a line
from R.55,0.48. to meet this trench at about R.35.D.086.
The extra Lewlis guns were of great service in that they enabled
many more men to be spared for digging operations while they took
over the garrison.

17th & Normal conditions prevailed throughout the day except for one

night period of an hour on the right subsector which underwent an
17/18th intense bombardment.

The night was again given to digging operations along the line
XeDeBeB88 to ReB5,Be42 to Re55,D.05 and D.06 to R.35,0,48.00verige
parties protected the working parties and patrols were pushed
further forward still. Good progress was made especially on the
flanks where the trench was well made deep and narrow, but wokk
in the centre was retarded by shell fire.
Orders having been issued for an attack, the 5th Bn. was relieved
by the 7th and 8th Bns., the 8th taking the line from MUNSTER
ALLEY (inclusive) to the tramway (inclusive) and the 7th Bn., from
the left of the 8th Bn. to BAPAUME ROAD inclusive. The relief
commenced at 0600 and was complete at 0930,

--48th & VWork on the new line was carried on during the day specially in
ni?ﬁt. the centre in order to get a complete line, shelling was continuous
18/18th TDbut more directed at 0G2 than the new line, where it was heavier

than normal. Before nightfall the new line DOT TRENCH was
complete except for two breaks, one of about 40-yargﬂ.mﬁiway
between the tramway and BAPAUME ROAD and one of 160" at the
BAPAUME ROAD.

All companies Tor the attack were in position and had been checked
at 2045 and at 2100 the attack was launched. Two companies of

the 8th on right and 2 coys. of the 7th in the centre, both
Battalions attacking by two half companies in line; 2 Coys. of

the 6th Bn. went forward to complete the line from their right

at R,34,D.08 to the left of the 7th Bn. RRFeekxxRy 48 was hoped,in’
the objective. The attack was launched but wag thrown back. The
Right Bn, were met by well directed .G, fire from the right

flank and by bombs from in front; the centre -Bn. opposition came
from the left~Iront. Our barrage was maintained and the Bns. went
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forward the second time but were again repulsed. The M.G. Coy. 3
L..T.I.Bty. and Medium T.M.Bty. co-operated as shewn in orders “
ﬂtt&ﬁhﬁﬂi |
After the second failure the right ol the 6th Bn. being well

forward of their original line commected back along the

BAPAUME ROAD to. the left of the 7th Bn, and as there were No

7+h officers present, all being casualties, reorganised the

men and set them to work on the comstruction of a S.P. to the.

right of the road while the 6th commected up the two Bns.

and constructed a 5.P. to the left of the road. During the

action the 5th Bn. and Engineers provided working parties to

clear up and keep open the communication trenches, also one

company of Pioneers. The enemy artillery retaliated through-

out the night and morning up till 0700, when the shelling

eased off to normal.

DOT TRENCE was ordered to be tenaciously held and improved.

The enemy searched vigorously with artlllery during the day

but did not correctly locate DOT TRENCH except on the right

of BAPAUME ROAD where the S.P, was completely destroyed. The

7th and 8th were reorganized in the line and the 5th and 6th
carried on with B repairing the damage done by shell Tire.

sapping forward was continued from DOT TRENCH and patrols

sent forward to search for wounded. Patrols from the 6th

Bn. were ordered to investigate the old German trenchshewn

as running from R.35.D.08 to R.35.D.46 and the ground to

the North of it; they found it but reported it almost as
unrecognisable as a trench being absolutely blown to pieces.
Nevertheless work was commenced cleaning it out. The 7th Bn.
investigated the objective of the night belfore and prepared (with
bombers from all Bns.) to attack the objective with a bombing

party from a sap head. This party was ready at 0200, but the

patrols reported that the enemy were relieving and had strong
groups out in frontj; G.0.C. Division cancelled the enterprise

and our artillery shelled the enemy trenches. Enemy's retaliation
was not very heavy and became normal at 0400,

The improvement of DOT TRENCH and the pushing forward of eaps
were the works for the day. Sniping by us was active in the early
morning as the. enemy were seen to be leaving theilr trench in
small groups, probably the relief had been delayed by our shelling.
The enemy for the first time used a trench mortar, operating
against our left flank near MUNSTER ALLEY, Three special
bomberdments were carried out by our artillery during the 20th
and 21lst to which each time the snemy retaliated heavi%y. Saps
had now been pushed forward in varying lengths from 307down to
5x, Two companies of the 5th Bn. relieved two companiesf of the
6+th Bn. ag8 this Bn. had been continuously in the line slnce
taking over from the 12th Bde.

sapping work and improvement of DOT TRENCH carried on. Five

enemy planes flew over lines and evidently located the new trench
as it was at once ranged on and normal shelling brought up from
0G2 onto it. _

Orders for relief by 5th Bde. were received and the detalls
arranged. .
Another special bombardment by our artillery was carried out at
1800, ' ‘

Relief was complete at 0010 on the 23rd. and Brigade located at

~ BRICKFIELDS near ALBHURT while command of line passed to G.0.C.

5th Bde,
Appendickes.
Brigade Order No. 29 1.
Narratives 5th Bn. R
6th Bn. De -
7th Bn. 4.
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73" NOTES ON TRANSPORT AND SUPPLIES DURING ACTION 3
L of POZITRES 16/2/16"to 24/8/16.

TRANSPORT .
All first line transport except "Cookeras" was brigaded in
BRIOKFTIELDS area on main ALBERT-BOUZINCOURT ROAD V.21.A.
Cookers of 3 Battalions mf #kkxBxk¥in forward area and afterwards of
4 Battalions in front line and support were located in the vic inity of
the Bde., Ammunition dump X.11,A.2.1%. Although the Cookers were only
slightly "dug in" only two were damaged by shell fire,
SUPPLIES.
Daily rations were brought up to the Cookers daily about 4 p.m.
and hot meals man-handled to men in front line and supports.
Water was brought from ALBERT as far as Cookers in Watercarts and petrol
ting carried on limbers and man-handled to men in front line.
Ammunition and R.E.Stores. i
S.A.A,, Grenades, flares, rockets and Stokes
bombs were drawn from ths Divisional dump at CHALK PIT and carried to
the Bde. dump on Bde. limbers and man-handled from there to the front
line,
R.,E, Stores were drawn from CHALK PIT dump and various R.E. dumps in
forward area. 8 packh horses supplied by this Bde. for transport of
stores from CHALK PIT to forward dumps were chiefly used for lef't DBde.
and very 1little for this Bde., which occupied the right sector.
EXpendicure.
Expenditure of S.A.A. averaged less than 1000 for rifles,
1000 for LEWIS MACHINE guns and 10,000 for VICKERS MACHINE Guns dily.
Expenditure of MILLS grenades, waried with operations but amou® drawn
from Bde, Dump for use in front line amounted to about 6,000 in 6 days.
It is not possible to say how many of these were actually expended.
Over 20,000 sandbags were drawn from Bde. dump during 6 days but again
it is not possible to say how many were used.
TOOLS .

Each Bn. took two thirds of its regimental reserve of picks and
shovels into front line with it and the Bde. reserve of tools was
distributed half at the Bde. forward dump and half at Bde. Hars.

At some time during the operations as many as 800 shovels and 500 picls
were issued from the Bde. dump for use in the forward area.

Although pack horses, riding horses, water-carts, G.S. and limbered
wagons were constantly used to their full capacity as far forward as
the Bde. dump, and often through an enemy bearrage, the only easualties
or damage sustained were two damaged cookers,
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SBECRET ., Copy No %%.u.e 354
A\

g and AUST INF BDE ORDER NO., 39,

-
i

1. 8nd Aust Inf Bde will attack the enemy from the left of the 108th
Division XeB.A, @ 4 ¢6 %+ t0 R85, Ded6. and will Join this polnt %o
the pﬂﬂﬂnt 1line at ﬂ.‘bﬁutﬁ R.:&.c .*.&. ’
Strong points will be esrablished =
(1) Near the tramway X.6.A,
(11) R.35.D.47,

8, Artillery, The operstions will be i mmediately preceded by a bombard

& ung,
.m&n;r:;rggﬁ:yﬂ% bomberdment and time table of -artillery barrages will

be igswued separately, Barrage will begin 50 3ardﬂ.farward §§ Euia
nevlv constructed starting line runaing from X.0.A.34. tnfR;ttaci .
Hnﬂtrnops will be in advance of thls 1ine &b the_tlma 0 A

Asgeulting troops will follow barrages closely,

T R I
- -

| ' ¢.R.E., for work on the
3 ineers, Engineers will be detailed by C.R.
strong points, They will De sent forward under the orderg of the Inf,

Bde Commanders.

. .BE tions, (a) The Sth and Tth Battzlions, will attack the
.:hﬁﬁ; zi: %itwee;.%UHSTER.ﬁLLEI (X.6.,A.2/,6/7,) o and inclusive of
SAPAUME ROAD the 8th Bn on the Right and the 7th on the Left, e

Dividing lines between Battalions, *will be Coumunication Treneh "C
fyrom 0.G.2. to new forvward line this trench is the one nearest the
tpanwey on Northern side of tramway 1t will be goley at the disposgal of
7th Bn, for feeding up into position prior to the attack,

7th Bn, will be responsible for strong point near tramway X.0.A.

Bns will form for attack each with two Companies in line in the front
on half Woy Ffrontage with one Coy in’ support and one Joy 1n Reserve,

(b) 6th Bn will move forward and complete the line from the left of
the 7th Bn, to point aboub R.36.C.42, comnecting the Right of thelr
oregent newly made forward line with the left of the 7th Bn at R.38,D,

46, N0 £ 8GR L6 THE vA D RDRE RN &

(e) Hﬂdﬁum.Trunuhlggrtagg. 2 Gung will cowopercte from left flank
of 44th Inf Bde, Divisglon operating on eneny strong point on left
of enemy line to be attagked,

(1) L.T,Mortars will also cc-oOperate from same point on ‘same objec-
tiv? ?s Medium T,Uortars, .
¢) 4nd Machine Gun Coy (€Gune) will co-operate from North of CHALKS
PIT with indirect fire on to 2ll roads in rear of enenmy position, :
d.Guns of 44th Bde will co-operate from same Vicinlty as Trench
Mortars firing along the rear of €nemy trench and on to BAPAUME ROADY

6. Alreraft, Contact Aeroplane wil

1 fly over the 3
I0 a,m. cn 1¢th inst when flares willlia 1it, NI PORS
) €. Timo, Zero hour will be ¢ |
| Pslte Watches will be s
the Bde Sig Coy at 18 noon and 5 p.n, EYTIALASS. MW

7. Congolidation Patrols wmhd) i
3 : ) oat with
in advance of the line when Eﬁtghliﬂhﬂd-

When captured ground is :
W ot Fgrthis wﬂp;ntered by enenmy trenches strong bloek will

speclial parti :
hand and provided with the necegsary Etnre:? el oenlal &

Bombers will be apeciall tol
blocke, Bombing parties willybaadit:f{egﬂiathe D oouion of all sush

eding formar from the captured line, L onC Uie snemy tren-

Lewieg Gune will be pughed out

rations and full water mottle to be carried by all rank
®. ACknowledge, %

(sd) T, FP.Ulrich, Ma jor,

Bde Major, 2na Aust Inf Bde,

ko1 i -
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To Whomn, Timoe
File, 1.30 Pell,
War Diary, "

Igt Aust Diw, "~
Ist Aust Inf Bde"
44th Inf Bde, "

Ist Aus Divn Arty
34th Heavy Art Group

160 RiFeA Bdes "
CeRReE. I8t Aust Divn

Gtk Battn, »

. 8th Battn. -
7th Battn, ”
8th Battn, :

i

No 8 M.G.Coy.
A L, T, M ,Bty.
Srd Aust Inf Bde

Hethod,

ot
.

= 2

= =2

2 = 32 22 32 %

-
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b I s = T it S
L. ¢  On the morniag of 15th August this Batiallon took over the seetion

l' ‘of front line treach between MINSTER ALLTY and the ALBIRT-BAPAUKE ROAD &
.~ At the time of taking over, our front positlons conisisted of -t;*emmaﬁi.ﬁi[‘?
0.G.1 and 0.G.2. with four gtrons Doints pushed out &bsut I00 yards in 'ﬁj’
advence of Q,G.2. The trenches talken over were in & very bad state = /o
both as regards repeir and sanitation., OTrenchesg had Dbeen heavily shelk |
-ed daily prior to our arrival and consequently tihey were practically ~u’n
levelled to the ground over mosg of ouy sector, and & great number of = o8
r 'deagi gen stlll remsined unburleq, and large quantities ol eguipaent, ' = -&;_fii.%

rifles and other stores were l:;i%i_g everywhere, e T
LA Ty SO |
C Work was at once put in hand to' connect up the T headsol all four® )

gtrong points to form & contlnuous front lineg J'E.-;ran-qh.}*' This work wag - 44
practically completed during the first day and nighit, The next cong- s
tructional work undertaken was to push out saps from the head of the &

11

! communicatlon trench in each strong boint with & view of making another | y:
| line of strong poiats further out, This work was pusghed chead with &ll"'-‘ﬁ
possible Bpeed as it was realized that NO:MANS LAND to a depth of 300 =

. to 400 yards on our lmmediate front was only lightly held by & few @ %
‘.. eneuy detachments posted in shell craters. About this stage narties fro !'.
our Battalion working in conjunction with Engineer detachments and -~ 8

pabties from the Reserve Battalions of the Brigade commenced 6 diz a r"f
trench across NO MANS LAND from the Eastern end of MUNSTER ALLEY to the =

<~ WINDMILL (This trenech- has since been named DOT TRENCH). | e
o The object of this trench was to form & "jJuuping off" trench for N
~ the capture of enenmy pogitions in front of us,-and also to-'straighten” ' &
., our line and reclainm & fair area of ground commanded by us tut into | F
i 4 Wilch the eneny ventured at night, Tie saps under construection forwsrd .
irom our line at that time were to form, the up‘mmm‘iit:atif:&n trenches to ’a.,'.-i*
this new trench when compdleted, Owing to the needs of the g1 tuation P -
: these works were pushed ahead as much.as possible both day and ﬂi{;lat RN T
notwithstonding an almost continuous boabardment somebtlues reaching
great intensity, and a lot of attention fron & few hostile machine suns
worked Irom shell craters out in front of our works, These Kachine =
Guas when they eould be located, were silenced by our artillery fire
and by Pifle grenadeg, One hostile Machine Gun after being put out of .
actlon with rifle grenades by ue working from MUNSTER ALLEY was brought ' o

wdAn by a patrol sent out for the Durpose by the unlt holdins that trench
Working Darties at night were always protected by gtrong covering ..
patrols pushed out in advance of our positions, | ik

v
o,

,  Waen ever possible during our etay in above trenches we had. 1 ea-
‘engaged 1in dlsposing of the dead,. ang in elearing up mﬂwaﬁihzgmﬁ
in removing all valuable gtores, The progress of 'this work was mueh wg
=a8tricted bt'the activity of the enenys artiTlers and alse by théu. T
§ _=ey fer.rapid progress in our comstructional work, . it

=
. =

L

L)

L

On the 18th Aug, this Battalion was relie ' i
i of o - e | Lleved fromn the fron e bfd
! Gompanies from 7th and 8th Battallons whose place we toolk 1::%.11?%;52#&---

e ﬁf_{-_-'-!

ok (5] : ] ‘;J
(7 While In Bde Reserve we had Companies e

- the front line ag recuired during the ached to the Battalions: holdig

h ° &
]
i =

% .. % of fensive oneratio PRE o Lo

: by those Da ttaltons on night 18/19ts Auaustﬁ? ve operationsg cam'ied oub 4
. Tl _ & 4 ~ |‘I.;"-.J
- (sd) P.T.Le Maistre, LtiGol, = %
. 3 Wi ! o . | >
5/8/16. C.0, Bth Battalion, Eﬁ'
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-'-' ,b(;\)( REPORT ON OPERATTONS POZIFRES 15th to 21st Aug. 1916, 35

Reference Wap. POZIBRES 1/5000 Appendix No./ 2,

15/8/18., 8th Battalion took over trenches from 48th Battalion at day=-break
on the morning of the 15/8/186. '
Front line trenches were 08l and 062 bounded on the right by
BAPAUME ROAD Expm and on the left by the point R.35.0.48,
Ssupport trenches were UNION TRENCH and TRAMLINE TRENCH.
062 weae non-existant and 081 was badly knocked about so line was
taken over as follows &= -
One platoon each of C, and D. Coys. occupied 061 with Lewis Guns and
with standing patrols out in and in front of 0862,
O Coy. was on right of D . Remaining platoons occupied UNION TRENCH
and TRAMT.TNE TRENCH.
A & B Coys., acting as reserves were placed in SUNKEN ROAD TRENCH
about X,11.A,0.3, Bn. Hgrs. at X.4.B.9.6, and signal relay stn. at
X,10.B.985,
Throughout the day the men in UNION TRENCH and those in 061 were
subjected to a heavy bombardment. 061 being thinly held had few
casualties but casualties in UNION TRENCH were severe., Later in the
afternoon TRAMLINE TRENCH was also shelled causing more casualties.
It is thought that these men were observed cleaning and improving
their trench and hence the shelling, Also, the last 100 yards of -
SIDNEY ST between UNION TR. and 06l mxx mxdEr mUSRpy¥Eiisws were in
the open and all movement to 081 was under observation.
Throughout the night more improvements were carried out on all these
trenches under an intermittent shelling. Enemy's barrage was very

~ intense along TRAMLINE TRENCE near Battin. Hqrs, continually cutting

wire and meking work of ration parties difficult.

16/8/16 1In the early morning, Battalion were ordered to take over extra
frontage to the left to R.34.D.69.

Four Vickers guns came up to our support trenches. Enemy again
shelled our trenches throughout the day and as trenches were poor,
menr felt strain rather badly. | C

In the afternoon we received 4 Lewis Gubs from l1lst Pioneer Battn.
and were able to relieve the guns on the extra portion of front
taken over in the morning.

In the evening we' were ordered to dig a strong post as near as
possible to R.35.D.06. For this purpose a screen of bombers, =z#x
scouts and Lewis guns went out while 20 men worked at post. This
post was actually made at about R.35.D.05., Some casualties were
sustaeined in the covering party. Post was occupied by rifles and
bombers., | ;

8/8/16 At 0300 A & B Coys. moved up from SUNKEN ROAD TRENCH and relieved
C & D Coys.

In the evening, A & B Coys..went out in front behind a covering
party of bombers, scouts and rifles and dug & trench from R.35.€.48
to R.35,D.08. Men worked hard throughout the night and as_well as
making this new trench pascable a communication YARRA BEND trench

was dug on left from R.35.,C.268 in 081 to R.35,C.48, About 80 yards

of thie trench on the right ywas in places disconnected. At day-break
party withdrew leaving 1 platoon each of A & B Ooys. in the new

line supported by Lewig Guns, -

VMeanwhile parties has been working on SYDNEY STREET & UNION TRINCH

- and had smproved these,

18/8/16 Tnemy's artillery was much guieter today. As much as possible without
rendering themselves conspicuous, our men worked on new line and
communications., New line wes not shelled at all, ]

In the evening 7th & 8th Bns. on our right were at 2100 to make an
effort to capture enemy trenches running S.E. from about R.35.D.4.6.
at which point 7th Bn. were construct a strong point.

Our Battn. had to commnect up the right of previous nights trench to
this strong post of 7th Bn,

IThis task was allotted to C Coy. who went out at 2100 with the usual
covering party in front. Bombing officer was on our right., He and
the platoon commander there got to their position saw the 7th ahead
and then fell back.

With the help of a Sgt. they collected the left flank of the 7th and
brought it up and then by swinging our own flank slightly to rear,
thorough comnection was made but slightly behind point aimed at,
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%} our trench then ran from R.85.D.08 to D.2%.5%., to D.3%.4%. where

& we joined the 7th Battn,

{ : At the same time two platoons each of A & B Coys. started a
communication trench from 061 near the forward HQ. at aboutb
R.35.0.52 to R.35.D.08 (approx). A platoon of b Uoy worked hard on
the lower part of SYDNEY BUREET while another platoon of A Coy.
worked and finished right through the upper.part.
By day-break C Coy. had dug a good trench and A & B had vastly
improved their front trench and two communication trenches through
were completed, f
The whole of C Coy. remained in their position of the line,

19/8/18 Throughout the day enemy was exceptionally quiet. Now that all’
communication trenches were completed and the men in all coys. did
no visible work, enemy could not see us and did not shell.
Our new positions were over the ridge and from them we had a great
view of COURCELLETTE and country about there and also of parties
of enemy from 180 to 1000 and further distances.,
In order that enemy would not discover our position, our men did
not fire at these parties.

: Throughout the night all trenches were improved,

20/8/16 Another very quiet day. All men very tired and fatigued, so
arrangements were made to have Battalion relieved by the 5th,

gl/8/186 At 0000, three Coys. of 5th Battalion made into two relieved our
Battn, as follows ¢-
One Coy. with 8 Lewis Guns took over DOT TRENCH while the other
relieved the supvort trencheg.
6th Bn. C. & D. OCoys. Lewis Guns and bombers moved to SUNEEN ROAD
and were placed at disposal of 5th Bn. C.0., asxpart of reserve Bn,,
while A & B Coys. moved back as recerve to this line.
Two more Cickers guns ceme up as our supports,
H.Q. of 6th Bn, still controlled line and rellef was completed
without casualties at 0200,

(sgd) H.G.BENNETT. Lisut.Colonel
Cmdg. Eth Battn,
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REPORT OFF OPERATTONS 15the/ 2lst. AUGUST 1918,

§ Y TR TR
mw#—lﬂidﬁiﬂﬂ

va/e/16. 1. On might 14th, inst Battalion received orders to move via

15/8 /16

16/8 /16"

17/a /16,

<. oo Bae H/Qrs, On afternoom of 17th, OfH

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Bu.m Valley end relieve 46th, Battalion in close Support
trenches in Sunken Road.

Accordingly, as locality was known, to C.O, the 2nd, in
 commend, end Coy, Commanders lef% the bivouac Brickfields Area

at 9 AM,

2 The Battalion left bivouaec by platoons ot 200 yards i

jntervals at 1230 and arrived at bottom of Sausege Vallez at
2 P M,, where it was met by &g, 2nde in conmand and units led
direct to the places in the trenches,

Phe relief was completed by 4 P.M, without 2 casualty

though enemy was intermittently shelling tho}ltiuiniw of

Sunken Road.
The forward communication trenches to firing line

(Neay MUNSTER ALLEY end PoZrrRES) were reconnoitred and 4
guides then attached to each Coy., for use in case any portion

of the Battalion was required for support.
4 \ On 16th, the day was devoted %o jmproving trenches

and small parties of Officers went forward to reconnoitre

forward lines and observe conditions and methods of defence.
A party of 1 Officer and 80 men under Lt.Hopkins

was employed under supervision of Engineers, constructing
®Jumping off trenches® running Northwerds from MUNSTER $ALLEY
1t was unobserved

Though this wes done in the @ey bLime ,
by the enemy, who were on the reverse slope of the radge.

A Purther party of 4 Officers and 310 men was detailed to be
provided at 0230 on morning of 17th,, but later this was

celled, and 10 P, 1gth. substituted. :
T i‘b 4 PM, a. 624 was received;and at 6 P m, the C.0.
left Battalion H/Qrs, and reported at Bde a/Qors,, Sausage
Valley, where the plans for the assault on The enemy trench

aiscussed with G,0,C, Bde. and C,0, 8the Bne
Se 73‘ ’ t.!n e morning of thelll'hh‘. instent, the C,0, again

visited Bde H/Qrs, and afterwards endeavoured to observe the

enemy line; but, as this was w-'{ﬂorq," on the reverse
slope of the !‘!.d‘o, nothing could be uen;. ek a4

However from m and from a thr
ciation was made and sent
. aeroplane photo, the Mmea appre A fo o ¥

sembl 4 plan was explained to them,
(b u'.!;: gz‘lleu'l on the night of 16th.inst had had
e difficulty in placing the large working party
for, viz = 510 memn. From regox‘;tr;;f i!;:h o
(4]
officers in charge (Capt Em:;_ Lt se ﬁbh. ubrick, AnvIolds

Kozminsky), the party par

des.
and were met by sapper €% ot then, tasks

officer of Engineers Was prese
s the Officers, neither were they

were not explained to §e VSuE & e
smaller parties, The guide led the hes
gy Atbiae ( though fairly heavy shelling

Se
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of 0,G,1, and vicinity of its junction with Sunken Road), and
when some distance up the trench, the guide ®epartef to Lt,Tubb
that he had lost his way and did not know whether to turn to the
right or left,

As they had several times before had to "About Turn®
and move backy, Lt, Tubb ordered the column to stand fast, and he
would endeavour to find the Engineerk Officer on the new work and
find out where the parties were regquireds While he was so doing,
a Captain of Engineers, came up to the column at the junction of
0.G.I. and Munster Alleyy and led the rear vortion out, leaving
the larger forwerd portion still in Munster Alley.

Lt, Tubb eventually found an Officer of Engineers, and
led the portion last mentionmed above to their task, but this was
considerably after One orclock,

(e) The parties working on the left were considerably
harried by enemy machine guns and shrapnel, and eventually Bad
to cease work as the moonlight was too clear,
(d) However the report of the Engineers was that. from
Munster Alley to and for some distamce across The tram line, the
trench was complete; there was then a gap of about 40 yards; and
about 200 yards of treach(In prolomgation of the above mentioned
portion) extending to near BAPAUME ROAD.
e) The Ehgineers referred to were not the 2nd, Field
Ye.s but the unit from which they took over,

e

(£) Work on the Jumping Off Trench during the day of 17tk
inst, W ssible , as during that day and the night of the
174h/18th, , the bulk of the ememy fire (which had previously been

directed agofisbt our lines North of BAPAUME Roap (in the vieinity
of the windmill) was directed sgainst the locality between Bram
1ine and BAPAUME ROAD,
(g) On the night of 17th,/18th,, the shelling and machine
gun fire was so seveEs that the working parties had to be
withdrawn, with 1ittle progress made.
8/8/16. 6. (a) At on the morning of 18th, the portion of front
from Tram Line to BAPAUME ROAD, was taken over from the 5th. Bn.
by portion of B and C Coy's 7¢h. Bm., the fromt being divided,
each having one platoon in the Jumping Off Trench (since
celled 7B, T, trench) and two platoons in 0.6.2 ( which, it is
to realize, though far from being a trenol;, wa tge!nnla
jtable portion of the area between WALKERS AVENUE and JeUeZe
::brth of t: trem line, the other trenches (though still shown on
maps) having ceased To exist,) On the line where 0.,G.1. had been

remaining two D och of the assaulting Coy's were kept

ble for the assaultd,
!(': . M;:-rii; tga morning.it became apparent that the

~ection of 2.0,T, near BAPAUME ROAD (C Coy)was not in the stated

rtion, and it was not till early afternoon
A 2 ﬂﬁtrz:nnmj;ianm, and by dering work of scouts

y the greater portion

hat 31t was discovered that the left of >
1(:1':2 right) of 19.‘.!. was leterally 40 yards from thsdrigh'b ?:f
the left (*C€Jy) portion, but There was also a2 forward gap O
sbout at least 100 yerds; and the left bent back almost at a

ﬂﬁsl . o
:{'igh’b ; As regards the p:si.tiona of thaﬁo.!.ﬂurth and
South of BAPAUME ROAD, newther the 6th. Bn,

er the relation b e
&u::; renorted that -bhie:i"ﬁﬁrtion was some

py "C* Coy. .
%g?t oucuPiedItY“ill therefore be seen that the followling was

o
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: the difference between the " expected ® preliminary disposition

and the * avtual®.
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Purther, several communication trenches into T heads were shoWn
-n the map as running out from O,Ge 2, but owing ‘to the consisten’
heavy shelling these were filled ub, and the only communication
to "B® Coy { in the left of the right portion of J,0.T.) was
through the 8th, Bnywhich rendered constant communication with
+hat unit throughout the operation imperative,.

7. To take advantage of the intense bombardment and
follow ur the barrage was of tThe grestest importance, and careful
arrangements were made for "C" Coy. to move forward just prior to
+he assault over the churned up "No Mans Land™ till level with
"B® Coy., PFor this,in the dark, there was plenty of cover, but

the joining up of a line in tﬂe dark needed cool Officers and me
men, and meant much to the direction of the charge when the
assault wes launched, Pegs and tapes were therefore provided am
and parties arranged for laying out the lines.

8e As the junction of the roads at R, 35 D 49 was an

enemy strong point, and commanded the rest of the enemy trench,
the Reg Bombers under Lt, James were ordered to move on the left

, end cover consblidatione
0 ' As BAPAUME ROAD was the left flank of the attack

' $+ was necessary to include the Northern side of the road in
the assaulting line in order That the sb:‘;ﬁ point might be
ed over as much of its fromt as Dos €e

10, Ty To prevéyemt thée enemy pushing reinforcements ¢y¢y
up the two communicetion trenches to this strong point after
the 1ifting of the barrage etc,, arrangements were made with
the 0.0G, 2nd,MJG,Coy. for two V.M, gunes to bring indireo? fire
on gach trench about 100 and 200 yards from its Jmctim;%
while similer arrengements were made with 0,C, L,T.M, Battiy.
to act similisrly with Stokes Mortars, The machine guns were
undoubtedly effective, but unforbunately the Sblkisme Stokes

were blown out very early in the assault,
ll.Iortnr- At 280 PN, thi order for the assault was received

fvom Bde H/Qrs and final ary angement s made. Battalion order
re;:glng sz was issued at 520 P.M, ( Copy herewith maxrk ed"B")
12, At 758 P,M, as no barrage tmum_’ﬂu- had been
the following was sen® to Bde S.
F— - ®* Reference Bde order No®Ppara 2,"This has not be
been received A, A. A, As it takes at least half
an hour to communicabe with Coy. could durations

4 localities be Yphoned To me using (Say)
:n“ as zero instead of the one mentioned in the

13, At 8,45 P.M, the barrage time table was received , but it
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i L could only be sent to afivanced Coy's by 'phoning to
| advenced report centre in the following abbreviated formié-
at 8,50 P M, 3=
¥ Barrage lifts fifty yards a minute for three ¥
minutes efter zero,”
From thie 't wes sent by runners to front Coys but received
too late to co cate to the majority of the mmh,

Had Bn H/Qrs, been in 0,G,1, , it is dopbtful if the
message would have been received at nil, as it would take
another ten minutes , and the messenger would have to go
laterally through the barrage of fire which continuously pes
played along this trench making Runner communication elmost
hpﬂmhl.-

14, About 8,480 40 P M, ( As soon as dusk made movements possible
¥ " Coy. commenced to creep forward over the shedl craters
to take up thefr alignment on the left of "B® Coy,

Enemy H.B, and shrapnel were very heavy, and unfortunately
about 8,50 P M, Capt, Campbell (The 0,C, of the Coy)

Lt, Anthony, C.S,M,Townsend, and two Sergeants were buried
by a number of shelkls within a few minutes of each other,
For a perioff no one knew of the occurrence,but LT.Jenkins
snd Lt, Salthouse , took charge and brought the men forward

just in time to follow the 1ift of the barrage, but without
gaining touch with "B" Coy. The R Bombers on BAPAUME

ROAD kept touch with the left of O Coy, and when the
barrage lifted, their advanced portion got into the enemy
strong point, but suffered considerably from rifle and
machine gum i'l!'o from the left and right fronts.

15,Prom the statements of wounded (which wescebtained while
the Bn was halted at WARLOY) , the bombing party system-
atically bombed several of the dug outs, and were joined
by Lt, Jenkin (since missing) and & number of men of "C"Coy.
Lt, James Reg.Bomb Officer, was wounddd on the way over.
These men also stated that the trench running along the road,

| running North from BAPAUME ROAD, was little demaged, and it

" was from that direction thet they were suddenly subjected
to such 2 severe bomb assault, Pf that they were driven out,
and fell back along the road; where tho; encountered the

right of the 6th. , and portion of "D¥ Coy 7th, BEn,,
who, combined, made another assault but were beaten back

sgain,and dug in across '#P//[#/4 BAPAUME ROAD,

16, With regard to the action of "B¥ Coy on the pight,
The J,0,T, was & nerrow deep trench through theshdll craters
in which it was just possible for one man to move with
equipment, and, where, to pass, one had to erouch in the
bottom of the tremch while the other clambered over,
Therefore the forming up of the assaulting lines was made
outside the trench and when the barrage lifted, the Coy
dashed forward, led by Capt., Hoad, Lt, Nixon, Lt.Purbrick,
Lt.Plant,

17, At this point , the opposing trenches are closest together,
and the centre vortion of the Coy got well to the trench,
Lt, Nixon was wounded near the parapet and Capt, Hoad was
secen to throw up his arms and fall almost on the parapet,

KL TN dtd i4d dd 10e e dae Ytk el i,
The flank portions of the Coy. suffered severely from

oblique machine gun fire and bombs from the frony and right
fronty and were forced to withdraw to J,0.T, where they
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(Jct became mixed with the(igﬂ: Coy. of the 8th, Bn,and joined with
| +hem in their further attempts to get forward.

As there was no Officer left with themy, this explains
why no tidings were heard of them till dawn,

Lt.Purbrick on the left, found himself in the left of
J.,0.T, with only a few men, and after sending message to the
rear (which mever arrived) commenced to sap towards BAPAUME
Road to link up with the left Coy.

A later message was received from him by Capt. Oates
jn which he stated he had struck the road and was now sapping
forward toward the objective, .

18, About the same time, word was received by a Sergeant,
that ev thing was all ri in the captured trenchj and
accordingly Capt. Oates set the remaining vortion of his Coy.
to digging communication trenches forward; and also endeavoured
to pick up touch with the front line,

Both Lt, Purbrick and Capt, Oates thought the road
referred to was was BAPAUME ROAD. The action of Capt, Oates
was in accordance with his instructlion hn:! in dayli it can
now be seen thaet what was taken by LT, rbrick for B Lﬂil
ROAD is a row of tree trunks (not shown on the map) running

. diagomially South Bast from BAPAUME ROAD.

19. One platoon of "D* Coy under Lt, Hopkins, (who though wounded,
continued to act till mext day) reinforced L&, Purbrick in
J.0,T,, went forward again with the 8th. Bn. but were beaten
back,

o0, The reserve Coy. "Aw under Capt, Harris, only consisted of gno
em men (100 being on Divisional fat .gue ot Puchvillers, )

These were pushed forward to assist in linking up trenches.

21, "A" Coy of the Sth, Bn was availeble, and as units of the 7th
Bn, were moved forwerd, it was moved into 0,G,2 and J.0.Te
wtre,as the advance was smoracticeble, and neither Officers nad
N,C,0s were familiar with the ground, they assisted %o

conshlidate. _
22, As mentioned earlier, tapes were provided for

communicetion purposesy but those of ®C® Coy were buried with
Copt Campbelly and no information 38 available as o what actlion
wos teken by Capt. Hoad to use tBose issued to him, as he 1s
liiﬂﬂing-

23, Towards dawn on the 19+4h, insp it was apvarent that the right
Coy("B") had been unable %o hang on to any portion of the
enem:bé'a 1ine (if entered) while it Wwes definitely ascertained
that ‘the voint where the left of the 7th, Bn joined with the
6th., Bn (North of BAPAUME Road)was some distance on our side of
the objective ( enemif's strong voint R % D 45) .

Accordingly when instructions were received to "Bomb down
cap'buredgtz'enuh; and endeavour to link up with wB® Coy".

s+ was vointed to G,0,C.Bde that , as we were not in The enemy

trenches at any point, this was not practicable,
24, During the day further snastructions were recelved

+that seroplanes revorted movements suggesting that porting of
"B*® Coy weee still holding portion of German trench opposite
where ¥B® Coy had attackedj but, as Germans had been seen
carrying in our wounded in this vicinity; and as they were
sniping from there during the day, it was pointed out to
G.0.C,Bde and G, 8,0, 3, that we were not in possession.

25. During the 19%h, u:;l.ﬂ c—a::my h*;?. upt; yf-:;;i:gr;tof

. bouberdment; but during the morning the

'E;E I;::vzu. Coys were"li.'bhdrm and re—-a'f‘ganizad, and.nthe front
divided between A" Coy (who linked up with the 8th, Bn.oh
the right) end "B* Coy (who linked up with the 6th. Bn m;
+he left). During the day the trenches were improved an

endeavours made to locate our actual nosition on The mab.

o
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L 26, On the night of the 19th, instant, the construction of strong
noints on the BAPAUME ROAD and at R 35 D 61 was pushed on with,
while three saps were pushed out from J,0,T, towards enemy.

27, At 12,10 AM, oh the morning of the 20th inst, an
order was received ¥ To carry out a bomb assault on portion
of the enemy trench ovposite the centre of my position, to
occuny, end comsolidate seme®, to carrynout which a Coy of
5th, Bn was placed at my disposal,

As T was personally acquainted with the front, the
difficulties of forming up, =nd gettin€ men over "No Mans Land"
before enemy could concentrate on them, I considered it my
duty to point out that, though a determined attempt would be
made, I could hold out very little hope of success.

Patrols were sent forward, who later reported crater:
in front occupied by Germans, and Germans in trench,

The Sthe ;n were asked to supply 40 bombers., They
could supply 14 onlys The bombers of the 7th, Bn counted 9,

and were required in the defence of the strong point
on BAPAUME ROAD, while the 8ths and the 6th. Bns. could supply
none,

Therefore the attack would have to be carried out wil
with 14 bombers, end a Coy of another Bm, neither of whom
knew the comwunications, the direction of the attack, the

- alignment of the forming up tremch, nor the ground in front,
which fact was sgain revorted to Bde, and word received To
ewelt instructions, The report of a later patrol
aiscovered that a German relief was taking place,

Later, instructions were received that the order for bomb
asseult was cencelled and that our artillery were to open,
Patrols were therefore withdrawn and units of the StheBn
were thesseee instructed to return %o thelr bivouacs.

28. During the 20th, the enemy consistently shelled
the left of D" Coy from their advanced position on BAPAUME
ROAD: but as soon as the shelling ceased Capt.Oates, Capt. E=r
Herris, end Lt, Poole, consistently led parties of "D* Coy

forward, and re-construct
29, En fire on J.0 at other parts, though severe,
was not accurate and though men were constantly buried,
casualties were not serious,

70, Similerly on 2lsts ecnemy shelling on selient on BAPAUME ROAD
amd 0,0,1, was severs , but did little damage to our front
1ine and communication trenches on the right, till very late
in the evening when his firing became more accurate, probably

to his aeroplame observation during the day.

31, . The Bn ‘lila reldived ot 10P.M, by the 19th, Bn. to
the 0,C, of whom full deteils of The situation, trenches,
enemy, and neighbouring units were pointed out,

A map was also left showing the few portions of trench
(though meny are merked om map) which are recognisable or

able. (Capy attached.)
32, - (I 2 of the opinion that the failure of the assault

was due to o=
(1) The inaccurate information supplied re the different

rtione of the jumping off line,
)giﬂ!he loss of 2 Officers and 3 N,C.0s of "C" Coy while

moving forward to assaulting alignmenty (which also
meant the loss of communication tapes and control).
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5 ““k (3) The enemy were awaiting the assault,as seen by his switching
. & off his heavy fire from the Windmill #rea on to this portion
s of the front during the two previous days and nights,

(4) The difficulypy of knowing and replacing casualties of
Officers, even when reserve Officers are waiting at
Bn H/Qrs, instead of at Bde wagon lines,

(6) The fact, that strong points were not snffi.cientlz
damaged; the portion on Sunken Road being almost intact.

(6) The difficulty at night, after launching an sttack over
such churned up ground, of preserving control, of
re-organizing, or of obtaining clear information from
scouts and runners,

(7) The impossibility of deealing with enemy machine guns in
rear and to 2 flank, which cannot be located,

(8) The fact that once en eassualt has failed, it can only be
made again by the valiant work of smell parties,
influenced by the local personality of an intrepid Officer
or ¥,C,0,; as, reforming in any force in the derk with

conditions of ground and trenches as they are, is an all
night undertaking.

33, Tn conclusion, I do not think that any other o#ffc
0fficers snd men under sauch circumstances, could have fought
petter , or shown greater initiative under the reme
circumstences; end though the overation was not Tqe success
that was intended, it has emabled us to gain commending
positions, ot R 35 D 34 and R 35 D 61,4maintain seme,where
the whole of the road toBAPAUME and the country on elther side
can be commanded; and if these points are linked up by
saoping ( as recommended to C,0, 18Th Bn), .

34, A vosition along the forward crest will be maintained,

35. Tt is regretted that this report is so late, but as
the matter so vit affects the reputation and record of
the 7th, Battalion, I have endeavoured to get from all
deources accurate information as To actual happenings, and
the chief cause of delayhas been in rendering the report .-
® Whep to leave out®,

- T would wish to say for the Officers and men that
though under fire and without ~sleep from the morning of
the 15th, till night of the 21st. inst no sign of
faintheartedness was seen nor were requests for relief

o nad;.“' men of "D*® Coy ,who from the mrﬂz of the 19th
£i11 the night of the 21 were constantly being blown oug
of the strong roint on BAPAUME ROAD, and who as persistently
rebuilt it, are deserving of the highest ;1r:'a.i..=.m.=.-L as I
personally was a witness on one occasion when the strong
point was blown in, and can realize the nerve racking

effect of such frequent occurrences.

Lk (ot
26. & 16. ' ﬁgz;u;? n A
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Appreeiation of Situction Bast of OuGe 2

al p— i i

Prom MUNSTER ALLEY (Pxclusive) to

i e el e I e

BAPAUME Road at Re35 D.24 (Inclusive),

1, OUR POSITION. (a) The present line in 0,8 2 is on the reverse
MOQUET FPARM towards:HIGH WOOD, )
(b)* The jumping off trench® now under comstruction is
just on or on our side of the crest line, except between
tramway and MUNSTER ALLEY,

(with communication trenches along
is undoubtedly a strong point on

on of Bo
at Re 35 D

bombs if teaken,
(b) The objective trench runs round the enemy's side

lower and therefore he s able to get a gr
by Bcs "‘a"wtukhc force el:'bhz from the
behind,

strong at R 35 D 34 must be taken,
w the m't must include the N, side of

3, COURSES OPEN TO 5
enemy receiving

- e r counter attacking up the communication

launched, =bout 100 yards at least from jumetion of roads,
should co=operate on the left amd
(e?.zm: :?mn;’ggin of trnoa running from R 35 C 74
towards R 35 D 37 which may still be occupied by the
enemy, end which could bring flanking fire on to the
left of our assault on Strong Point at R 25 D a4,
(C) To meke as rapid and strong assault on enemy li::d
after the barrage lifts, to prevent enemy getting e

centr ed rifle and machine gin fire on our
:a:;tilg ;:.IOI whule they are silhouetted on the crest

R A 77 if not

) To ensurejthst strong pointg at I ©
‘(ha;oi by the ::1‘1.“. is kept comtinuously shelled,or
neubralised with T.M's from our right.

arts to vacate trench
the g{uﬁu, and push garrison

When bombar

4, COURSES OPEN TO ﬂ!l BN EMY, e 1ot o

forward towards us.

Tt is not likely he will do this, as it would lessen
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the ground over which our as ting fAree would have To 1
move, and would probably mask The fire of mac guns
further down the slope in rear of the tremch,” would
otherwise be enabled to get grazing fire from slightly
longer range on the crest line without being exposed To

the bombardment by our guns.

It is, of course, a certainty that a certain number of
posts, probably with few machine guas will be
encountered in no men®s land, but .as it is not thought
that the trench proper can yet be fitted with deep

dug outs, 2 probsble, scheme of defenge ;by the enemy is as

underss /
: Z

5, COURSES OPEN TO US, (a) Bombard strong points A, and B previously and durir

intense bombardment.
g:!)'i‘:‘im barrege 1lifts barrage to still be maimbtained

on enemy communications to strong points about 100 yar«

8 in reax.
{:l)‘lunhdar of barrage to lift and search all
and within 100 te 200 yards in rear of enemy trench

?:) Bombardment to be steady and intermittent during

' afbernoon, to be intense for very short perioda -
assanlting lines to be as close as pou:l.hl/; an o
follow barrage as closely as possible in o deren“ get
over the skyline and into the trench, before y

machine ghns can get grazing fire,

Two companies to form assaulting line with one
which will move from 0,G.2

snto Jumping off line jmmediately barrage 1lifts.

rate with left flank in assault
::‘i B:;‘gegz EOE:E.H BN to push bomb assault down old

German Treanch towards road at R 35 D 46,

Ge

&

v
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FOZIERES
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._ , | -5, Copy No. 1.3 373
Tt e E eanﬂg Ha. 30. R

TR PAT % o H.ﬁﬂn dauarters,
' el {7 ] Wik \ : . Bnd- Auﬂ'tl Infl B
. R | Ry 11- AL Bde.,
i Priian ARGIHT 18 /8/ 16,

1. ”*ﬂ’@-ﬂeﬂuﬂﬁq.M' ‘Bdegwill attack the eneny from the left df
© “the.18th,., Division at X.BA 8 1/3, 61/8, to R, 35 9, R, ¥, and
:1%1 Jgﬂ.n 'b’ﬁi»a jpos‘im «w thﬁipresant J.ine at about-R. 35. C.XRR
8 LD o S s -
ng I cad..nta will be eatabliahaed i
L f&ﬁ W“ﬂ; K, 61 A- "“ v FP 3
HJ ﬁmﬂ‘ 35# Dl .i’*!?sf-/ A 4 '

-]fl' ‘..'L‘hé .Gpéri‘é‘bi%ﬁﬂ Wil be Mﬁ.&tel y preceded by
& 'rﬁﬁent. :@’fvheaw? .mmag 8 Sy dT
. the time t.a.bla a:[' Artillery
b 'is E ely
uﬂ_l:l.rhpgm 5’@ lfw of our newly constructed
ﬁta.ﬁ:i ‘lime pdnning from X 6, A. 24, to R. 36. C, 48, o
troops will ‘be in ad:vé.nca of ‘Eﬁﬁé Jine at the time of attack.

mmag “roops will fﬂllnw 'Da.rra.g,e ¢losely,
A -"’.” RIS e - l.’?" * 5'-." E,
s S T inaers Will 'be détailed by G.R.E. for work
on Fhe e poOin - #mj&m be sent fuma.rci undarthe
mgyaﬁ»eﬁ thie Lp.f BéLE.f G@M&W}Eh |

4, .. Dispositipns, . (a)‘ The 8thi, . and 7th. Br.lﬂ will attack te
sytne enedy line. between HONSTER (X, i As8 1/8. 6 1/8;) t
““4to and inclusive of D, t.,ha 8th, Bn,-on the right &
p jI:v]:JaE "?‘Lh., Bn. on the Eéft, 5 &

A ' Dividing line hetwesn B&‘hbﬂl&am Wwill be communication
trench Wol From 0. G -8. 56 new forward 1inét This trench I
the one.nearest the tramway on ﬁorthem side of Tramway, it
will be solely at the disposal of 7th. Bn, for feeding up in®

psitiﬂn prior to attack,

2tk HJ;L. will be respona&ple for aej.zing eneny strong

inb .ot R. 35.Ds 46, ai-}d sat@hiiahing strong point as per
PH.I‘H.- 3 (31, . ey

- ’ gth, Bn. will be res pﬂnﬂiﬁné f‘a'r- strong point near

Tramway, X. Se«ds, £l

Battalions will form fnr attack each with 8 Coys. in line
on the Front onnhalf Coy, frontage with 1 Coy. in gupport
and 1 G'D:fr in resexrve,
.(b) @&th. Bn, willmove famarﬂ a.ncl complete the line fw
from the left on the 7th, Bn.,, to point about R. 39. C. 43
connecting the right of thelr preaent newly made forward
line with the left Df ?th., Bn,, ab Ry 35,-) 464

. (C) Medtum Trench Mortars, 3 Guns will co-operate fronm
1eft flank of 44th. Inf., Bde., 45th. Division operatling on
enemy strong point on left of enemy line to be attacked!

Ay e T, Yortaors will also ¥foperate from same point
on same objective as lledium T, Howears.

(e) 8nd., M, G. Coy. ( & Guns) 111 co=-operate from
NORTH of GHALK PIT with indlrect fiﬂa on to0,all roads in
rear of enemy position, H.Guns of 44th Bde will co=operate
from same vicinity as Trench Mortars, firing along the rear
of enemy trench and én to the BAPAULE ROAD

ol. Aircraft., COontact Aeroplace will fly over the line at
% .30 a.m, and 10 a,m, on 1¢th, inst. when Tlares .?i'll be
1it. ‘- .
6. T 1 me, zero home will be ¢ p.n, Watches will be
gynchronised with the Bae. 8ig. Coy. at 13 noon and S.P.de
on
7 Atioa. Patrols and posts with Le.'.lﬂ Gunsg will be

~»ushed oub in advance of the .L.i“le *nml establizhed, - ,.

-y
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’:;'QJ SRD. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE, Appe'ndix No. / 2/
¢ @ REPORT ON OPERATIONS ABOUT MOU FARM and POZIERES

- 19th. to 23rd. AUGUST 1918.
Reference 1-5,000 Sheet FMEdeMOUQUET and 1-20,000 Sheet B57D.S.E.

"le The 3rd. Infantry Brigade Relieved the 1lst, Infantry Brigade
on the 19/20th. 1ﬁgult 1916 taking up a line as shown on 1-5,000
map. A, attached hereto (Appendix ).

2e The Brigade was disposed as follows:-

(a) 1st. Battalion (attached to 3rd. Infantry Brigade for the
operation) from 0.,G.2 - 54B80 to R34A9.9 - this Battalion had
one Company (about 40) in support in COPSE AVENUE near the
COPSE (1-20,000)(the Battalion was little over 400 strong)
Battalion H.Q. at R34D33-4%. '
(b) 10ths Battalion from R34A9.9 to R2807%-1, with & shmswms
bombing post about R2808.24 to R354A24.8, including the strong
point in the road cutting. Had two companies Battalion
Reserve in 8q.15C (1-20,000). 4Lewis Guns in front line. 4
In Reserve. Battalion H.Q. &t R34A91.,
(¢) 12th. Battalion from R34A2%4.8 to R33B55 (Strong point
inclusive). .

This Battalion had 2 companies in the front line with 4
Lewis Guns and B platoons in support. 2 companies and 4
Lewis Guns Battalion Reserve in WIRE TRENCH.
Battalion H.Q. at X4A49.
(d) 9th. Battalion from R3ZB5.5 to R33A8.1, but as the Bri-
gade on our left was not Iltshinglgffurthﬁr length of trench
to R33506.9 was held by this Battalion.
2 companies and 4 Eewis Guns (less 1 platoon) held the front
line - 1 platoon in support 4th.AVENUE, and 2 companies and
4 Lewie Guns were in Battalion Reserve in WIRE IREHOH.(IﬂBOQGOJ
Headquarters at E;;S.ﬂ.
(e) 3rd. M.G.Company.

Headquarters at X16A5-2
8 Guns distributed KX 2 at each of the following points viz:-
2 at X10 A 33 ¢

!
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WHMUNICA- 4,
ions and
JONSOLIDATIONS

JRMING UP B,
TRENCHES

8. Appendix No_/ 2)

It
-

2 at xmulka
1 at X10A

1 at X10A -“i'
1 at X4C34.0

1 at MG.B
(f) 3rd. A.L-T-H-httnry- ,

Headquarters at X16A5.2 IR b me L1S -
3’ mortars at R34A6.5
(g) _Brigade Keserves.
11the Battalion at Eq.X14B. This Battalion was very
weak and was nearly wholly employed in duties of carrying
to the front line.
3rde H.G.Oompany Headquarters and 8 guns near X16A5.2
3rde AJL.T.d.Battery Headquarters and 6 mortars near
X16A5.2,
(h) Brigade Headguarters.
At about X160C5.6.
Three Battalions were placed in the front line,in view of
early offensive operations being contemplated, towards NW and
EOUQUET FARM.
Owing to hostile shell fire having broken up the communication
trenches, movement in and about the position and in rear of
front lines was only posegible by men being exposed to view
and at night, consequently, it was necessary to dig hard all
20th. and night of 20th/21st. August.
As stores of ammunition, bombs, grenades, water, etc etc, were
very low in and near the front line a special effort had to
be made to take up supplies during night of 20/21st. This
was carried up notwithstanding severe shell fire all night,
and forward Battalion and Company Dumps formed which never
ran short during the action.
There wape no forming up places for supports and reserves,
consequelitly arrangements were made to construct them and
Lol atull
improve old trenches, since filled in by trereh fire. This
work was greatly hampered (i) by hostile shell fire (ii) by
continuous traffic of carrying parties.

-
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'E Continued.-
RDER FOR 6. (i) On the evening of 20/8/18 Order No. 51 was received
OFFENSIVE.,

from the Division ordering the Brigade to attack the positio
REBGB.S-GG-EG-OétﬂlﬁRBVBﬂ.IFEESBE.:;EE, at 6 pems on 21st.
instante. :

(ii) On this was issued a Brigade Operation Order No.29

\ w»ﬂ;u
(Ap'pandixlii);ﬁlnatmutinna on this order (Appenddwmsidd)-

S Instructions re Engineer and Pioneer Parties for the oper-
ation (Apponddsedy). Smoke Barrage (Appundix;v) - Mes-
sage amplifying objectives and defining Objective for each
Unit, omitted from the Brigade Operation Order No.29,
(Appendix vi).

(1ii) In addition special instructions to the 3rd. ¥.Gun
Company and 3rd. A.L.T.M.Battery were issued to 0's C. the
Units by the Brigadier,
OSTILE 7« The enemy shelled all our positions and barraged the
SHELLING.
communications all night Bn/Blﬂt. and several times during
the day of 21st. being especially violent from 5 p.m. On-
wards
OSTILE 8. BSeveral (5 to 8) hostile planes crossed our lines on the
ATRCRAFT.
morning of 21st. August and one or two were very active
at different periods during that day and it u;; evident,
from after gained information from prisoners, that the
enemy saw the movement of troops getting into position, and
was ready for the attack when it was launched.
Partial proof of this iy that the enemy opened rifle and
machine gun fire through ﬁﬁfrbarrngp when it started.
De Troope detailed for the attack:,
10th Battalion,2 raiding parties 11lth. Battalion, 12th
Btttuliﬂn,fguna of H.G.Gnnpany;iLight Trench Mortars, were
ordered to be in position by B.ﬁb y.-.
I regret that the 1lth. Battalion parties bysconcatenation

of uirnumatanﬂea‘failad to do this; chiefly on account of

very heavy hostile shell barrages
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/7" Gontinued,

—

9+ At about 5,30 pem., to provide in ssse the 11th. Battalion
were late, I ordered 9th, Battalion to send 2 platoons with
their bombing teams to 34A6.5 to !:-- k Message received by

9ths Battalion at 4 Pem. )to (1) Act as & support to 11th. Battae
lion attack if all 11th. Battalion were not in position in time
(6 Pems) and if 0,0, Battalion required thems or (ii) if 11th.
Battalion did not come up when barrage started at 6 p.m. these
Platoons were to move forward across the line 34A24.93y34A014.7
and keep connection between left of 10th. Battalion and right
of 12th. Battalion.

These platoons were portion of Brigade Heserve of 9th. Batta-
lion at about 33D5.7. I also sent my Brigade Intelligence
Officer to see 0.0. 9th. Battalion to explain the action requir-
ed of these Swo platoons.

As regards their action 8.C. 9th, Battalion reporte as follows:

1'.......“. 1830 (4¢30 pem,) *sesccsssthese platoons moved off,

" but owing to Gongested state of the trenmches & delay cocurred

" and the rendezvous was not reached until 1758 (5.55 pem,),

" five minutes before the attack was timed, On arrival

" great oonrulim?ﬁlutod y there was only mm. which

" was filled with 11th. Battalion, Engineers etc. Apparently

" no one was in charge and the Senior Officer in charge of the

" PLatoons was told they would not be wanteds However he

" waited and sent an Officer to me informing me of the situa-

' t.i.on = I informed Brigade and asked for instructionseseces”

1 received this message, which was as follows ¥eeees0.0. two

" platoons sent to assist 11th. Battalion has just returned AAA

" He states 1lth. Battalion had full complement AAA These pla-

" toons now in jumping off position AAA Please advise what they

" had better do AAA I understand 12th. Battalion requires

" assistance AAA Will I send these two platoons to help 12th.

" Battalion AAA I await reply AAA Oth. Battalion ends®.

Received at 2212 (10,12 pem,)
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(L Continued-

OBJECTIVES 10, Objective was the hostile line
R26C0 ¢ 5~088=-C36=003=001~R27D9, 1-R35B5.7=B48,

This was further subdivided by message sent to Battalions
attacking (Appendix vi).

10the. Battalion to attack .95 to 36 to 100 yds NE of 03

11th. " : " from left of 10th. Battalion to
03 to 01 to 91, inclusive

12ths Battalion from left of 1llth. Battalion to B4.8.

3rd. M.G,Company to barrage front and cover flanks of
hostile lines.

rde AL.T.M.Battery to bombard all stréng points known
and prebable.

TIME 11, Attack was timed to commence at 6 pem. and the leading
linee were to advance under cover of a five minute's barrage
and rush the hostile aseam lines., The 10th. Battalion being
warned that they had at least two lines to rush and that they
were to have clearing parties to clear first hostile line with
their second wave.

12. Berrative,

(i) Enemy heavily bombardadms our front line and communica-
tions several times on 21st. but a specially severe bombard-
menyg from 5 pPems ONWaArds. This caused over 120 casualties
in the 10th. Battalion leading linesjalone,and necessitated
their being reinforced from the rear waves in support and
leaving P.C. 1pth Battalion only 2 platoons in resorve. This
Battalion had a little over 600 men all told in its attacking
waves, including all specialists. Other Battalions suffered

like
but nothing,so heavily.

(11) 11th. Battalion was not in position to attack by
hour named and eventually started forward at 8 p.m.
(iii) Diespositione of each Battalion etc. were as follows:-

Eth- Bbat Ial;on

Frontal attack- 2 companies plus one platoon in 4

WaveBe

Hight flank- One company with Battalion Bombers to

make good right flank and protect the right.f pixtssms Inxes-
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L%,a Continued.
12, 3 platoons in Reserve.
4 Lewis guns with frontal attack.
2 . " right flank Company.
g ¢ . " with reserve 3 platoons.
Eventually a second platoon was sent in to make good
losses by hostile shell fire and the 2 reserve platoons
made 4the. wave (Reserve) with 2 Lewis Guns.
1lthe Sattalion.,
2 ralding parties of 50 each up 0.G.1 and 0.G.2 and
2 parties of fifty as supports, one to each, 1 Lewis Gun
with sach party of 850.
Remainder of Battalion (about 200) as Brigade Re-

Berve.,

;gth- Battalions
2 Oompanies detailed for first 2 waves.

2 . (less 2 platoons Battalion Reserve) for
second 2 waves, Owing to heavy shell fire all these had
to be closed up to the leading or fire trench.

2 platoons Battalion keserve close up to above in
ahell holes.

Lewis Gune, 4 with 2nd wave, 4 with 3rd. and 4th.

waves.,

Battalion Bombers on left with objective,K trench 86
to 48 to 59.

9the battalion. in position 33BES to 100 yde SW of
33A81 with one Company as Battalion Heserve and one Company
as Brigade keserve at about trench in 33D58, 8. 2 pla=-
toons of this Company were detailed (see para 9) to take the
place of 1llth., Battalion should they be late.

rde. M.G.Companys As in 2 (e) except that 2 guns
were put in position at about XéA0.5(in 2nd. AVENUE)
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% Continued. 304
@ 12 Srd. AiLiT MeBattory. |
a.) 3 mortars at a.beut R2807. 1
R34AR .8
- " RE5B5.56
o . R354AB8.5

(b) & (c) for action against hostile strong points,
& (¢) to cover flanks after barrage.

(iv) At 6 pem. barrage started and attack went forward with
the exception of l1ith. Battalion and 2 platoons 9th, Battalion
(vide para 9).

Jthe BATTALION. | The 10th. Battalion was heavily fired at by machine gun
and giflo fire, through our barrage, and the enemy's, and lost

a good many casualties getting out of the " jumping off trench",

having all ite officers hit except one and he was hit immediatee

ly on reaching the objective. Rotwithstanding, this Batta-

lion went forward and took itz ultimate objective except .95;

near which the enemy were very thick and had several machine

guns both near the point and to the NE of it, The Company

of the 10th and bombers detailed to cover the right flank and

make good the pointe 93 and 95 lost heavily, only 4 men afﬁﬁin

bombing teams being not hit.
The right of the 10th. falled to make good and the flank

was throvwm back from about half way between 95 and 88 to 93,

The men however tried again and again to advance but lost con-

siderably and made no headway., The whole of the men in the

95 - 36 trench, meanwhile were under a heavy enfilade fire from

the right, and were being fired at fr;m about 79 and 69 and the

trenches leading South from them, from the left.

HtgilQATIALIOH Meantime the 11th. Battalion parties detalled for the
2 TOONS |
9th BATTIR. centre attack and the 2 platoons 9th. Sattalion also detailed

to keep touch between 10th. and 12th. Battalions, falled to
materialize (see para 92).

2the BATTALION, The 12th. Battalion weny over the parapet as our artillery
barrage started and obtained their objective with very little

opposition but the left were carried away in pursuit of the
flying enemy, entered the MOUQUET FARM and bombed the dug-outs
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('qaa Continued.
12« securing a few prisoners, and eventually fell back into
line with the right.

Meanwhile the bombers of A company on the right attacked
and bombed a strong post at R27D81 killing over 20 of the
eneny taking 3 prisoners and a machine gun.(afterwarde blown
to pieces by a 5.9" shell).

The left party under 2/Lieut Hale report about 100 to 150
dead Germans near the row of trees SE of HOUQUET FARM, who had
been killed partly by our artninary but 2 good many by our
hand and rifle grenades and machine gun fire. This party
"dug in® in line with the rigzht and report being on or near
the "crest" and having a good view over the ground in front,
and also of THIEPVAL, from thelr trench.

A left bombing party under L/6pl Lord worked up the trench
from 65 to #8 48 bombing 4 large dug-outs about that point,
killing many of the enemy who had cleared out of the front
trench (objective). This party also bombed dugsouts in the

Farme.
2nd.PHASE (v) 210th, Battalion.
k Between 8,30 and 9 pems the men of the 10th. SBattalion

in the advanced (objective) trench had been losing casualties
m and had become very weak for the front held and felt
the pressure on their flmh, 0«Ce 10th. Battalion had used
his 2 remaining platoons reinforcing them and the party oppos- -
ite point 95 i,l.nt.'i the extreme left flank gradually gave way.

The refused right flank too was gradually giving wey,and the
Company protecting the right had gradually to draw in and

could make no headway to the NE or towards the point 95,
Eventually the line fell back between 9 and 10 p.m. and took
up and held a line from about 28032 to 23041 to 23021d.

O0.Ce battalion was not informed of this until 10 p.m. or & 1ity~

tia
tle after and the information reached me about 11e15 DPeme
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12¢ (v) At =bout 11.401m~doraﬁ1comtth. Sattalion to

reinforce 10th. Battallion ,ﬂpwt:l.ns at point mu and also
amafu.e.ﬂanpmy mﬂcmmmulmnm
gent up to support line in rear (100 yds) of new line. The
2 guns were poﬂtodatuboutamiltowmthnﬂgtm

1lthe sattalion had meantime made ground and linked up with
19th. Sattalion at 91 and 10th. Sattalion at 21

12th, sattalion  Consolidating.

SITUATION B @eme (vi) The situation at § SeNe Was that we held a line from t’h

28nd.

S8nde AUGUST
SHELLING and
HOSTILE AIR~-

_BOMBING
PARTIES

1ef't of 1ste. Battalion at aboul a28083.,0 to C8.2% to 28041 -
mmﬁ-m:-am:mwmmmwofmum
¥ARM TC SSDS6 to D55 vie QUARKY to 81 and 100 yds to 5% of

B8M0C e

in resserve 2 Vickers maﬂJaMt 00 (all told) of
1lthe battalione.

The Brigade was reduced by about 500 casualties and
further offensive operations on any but & small scale were
out of the question, espocially as the men were ;hﬂrt of
elesp and shaken by shell fire. |
(vii) Heavy shelling took place on the front line and com=
munications moet of the day and inoreaged from about 5 Delle

Stomwl
onwards. Hotwithstanding this, consclidation proceeded, u,;ﬂ

| mothodically but as fast ao trenches were dug or cleared

they were " srunbled” a.nd filled in by hostile shelling.
(viii) At about 1500 (3 peme) on 22nde the 11the htulim

sent & bombingz team under an officer and with a Lewls Gum
to bomb from 27D21 up to D73 with a view (1) to ascertaln
3¢ it was strongly held and (11) if not to occupy it. This

party met with very strong opposition from about 50 yds B
of 91 but eventually established o post at about that point
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12. (viii) up towards Point 33B27, at about 3 f.n. They worked
up ¥& the trench running from 55 to 27 agd found it unoccupied |
and completely destroyed from about 150 yds SE of point 27 to
27. Meeting with no opposition this party entered the MOUQUET |

e 2t

FARM and searched the Dug-outs there,finding a steel helmet,
accoutrements, bnmbE,HVarj;piatnla and cartridges,some of which
they brought back. There were no papers.

A bombing post was formed at about 33B45, and a block form-
ed ahead of it.

RELIEF (ix) Relief by 8th. Infantry Brigade commenced at about 1400
and continued throughout the night 22/23rd. and concluded at
about 4,30 n.ngniﬂfrnuring_tha greater part of the time,hostile
shelling was intense and accurate on the front linesand commun-
ications,

STORES (x) Although very few stores were taken over from the previous
Brigade, a Tfalr supply of war stores, water and food,was handed
ovsr to the relisving Brigade.

COMMUNICA- 13, I have again to bring to notice the excellent arrangements

e made by Lieut. FERGUSON 3rd. Brigade Section, lst. Divisional
Signalling Company for communication with the Divieion and with
Battalions nﬁd the goed work dome by the Signal section, Batta-
lion Signallers,and runnere. The linesmen were out contin-
ually under very heavy hostile shell fire and did gallant and
excellent work. The 0,0. Eignalling Section worked again with
uitiring energy and reséurce.

-UPPLIES 4. An enormous quantity of nilﬁiu Grenades, (hand and rifle)
over 100,000 rounds of ammunition, continuad supplies of water
and some rations were sent to the front line. The QeMGe.
Department of the Division kept the Diviesional Dump at CHALK PIT
full and the transfer thence to Brigade and Battalion Dumps was
organised ﬁnd kept going by Capt. HEUING, Brigade sembing Officer

who deserves great credit for hie untiring work and zeal.
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COMMENTS 15. I am of opinion that, much as I regret the lack of success
CK OF SUC= :

85, 10the pf the 10th. Battalion attack on the pight, it wes no fault
“ATTALION

Continmed-

of the Battalion which (under the circumstanges) did very wells
Its whole organisation for the attack was broken up by heavy
shell fire before it started, most of the officers with the
leading lines were casualties at once and 1t stood a bad hammer
ing by obligue and enfilade shell fire (both shrapnel and He.E.)
and heavy casualties for a comsiderable time and then only gave
way slowly,eventually establishing itself some 50 to 100 yds
forward of its original line. I also comsider that iajor
REDSURG who was in commend, commanded the Battalion with credit
used his reserves wlsely and kept his head under very trying
circumstances. The Battalion had 3 officers killed and 7
wounded and 336 casualties out of about 620 in the fighting
1ine, most of which ocowrred prior to it falling backe.
ORK OF STAFF 166 (1) My Brigade Staff worked with zesl and entire devotion
to dutye
(11) Hy C.0.s rendered continual and gdod reports by tele-
phone, except for one period when all lines but one were cut
badly whepd rumners and pigeons were used- and during a few
periods where heavy hostile barrages delayed the obtaining of
information from the firing line.
Meut-aolmal ELLIOTT omnding 12the BHattalion made
very good arrangements for his attack and handled his command
woll- iis jor HEDBURG 10the. Battalion see (para 15)
SC0MMENDA=- 17« 1 propose to submit as soon as they can be obtained and

TIORS
¥ verificd names of officers and other ranks for honors and

rewards,
18
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ifgmt 30th, August 1917
{ | " Reference FERME DU MOUQUET SHEET 1/8,000 and Sheet BYD-SE 1=20,000

PORMATION. 1. Information as per situation reports as igsned from time to

time. alde
5 2 The Zrd. Auste. Infantry Srigade will attack the hos

o .pnsitiunl Rtﬂﬂiﬁnf.E-ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘;.-ﬂ.ﬁsﬂﬂﬂ1!33739-Iﬁlﬁaﬂﬂi?ﬂﬂﬁtﬁ-ﬁt
zero hour on 218ts instant. _

TELLERY Be (A8 per Divn Order No. 51 dated 20/8/18).

""%g:Ig:' de the infantry will be disposed as under 50 minutes before

HFANTRY . gzero hour ready to attack in four wavesi=

58, R2s0 B4AS4=-0% t edge of mﬁtmg
toi;gl::d (mﬁlm{::i Right Def'en=-

tagt and South of Point R28C-

Lot nahnie
d st usg
1‘:1 ~borr Rg ive)e Remainder of Bbattalion
Ceohskh) WIRE TRENCH.

= AleB% to REBEGBH (etrong point inclueive
and EodAg.,3 to .ﬂ :

e S¥osent positions and cover left flank of

the attack but will hold one Company in a position of
readiness in R33D
Olle

prosent positions.

Tnder cover of th wt%llmib:ﬂ'aw Mmtry‘:iu
lese up to the hostile positione rush them
m'u: the hsrn.st lifte.4= it ie essential to do ;hiu
at once to prevent enemy mamming his parapets, especlally
where t.harammnmltehomhadumsqummﬂ-
Clearing parties to be arranged to follow with second wave
JWMMHthMGdB?Ml
‘ with advance of first wave.
\OTION OF Fe spd, Machine Gun Uoy. will arrange for indirect :mse
le@,00Y, on hostile lines of approach and in case of counter a - m;
Special arrangement being made to protect the flanks o !
attack. Special instructions as to disposition have been a:u
to OeCo drigzade reserve 4 guns at X18AT.2. Puiumh (o}
0.0, Machine Gun Goy at GISRALTAR where O.C. sattalions vé
communicate requirements directs The 0.C. Yachine tun COy
orming the Urigade
ACTION OF ﬁim' o mortars at about each of the following pointe m;&-
“GHT ToMeBe RS4ARB=-REBUS.H to assist in destroying hostile strons po;ﬂ o
3 mﬁmaﬂumwnummﬂwmmmmmor 'li
counter attacke £ mortars at R34AG.5. HeQe 3rde AslLeTelMalte

at REGAD . 1e - j
s and crews of 1ste. Pioneer Battalion will report at
gl;fs?i;tﬂmﬁ H 7;laadwa g';rl of esach of following unite Dy 3 Pele 21sts August
Ble viz,. 15ts Dattalione at RE4DSEE

10the - " RE4AAD.1
Pthe Battalion " M;P
12the » " X4AAB.S

—
i sl I.l;-‘--_‘.‘. "-'-h:.:.-.__.

T
: ¥ ,
b_' a -.""r"-' . r-. |

= . ? i A L & : F - ."‘h
& e
: \Lﬂt‘g\l’-i:":.* NEs '.-"".'h_ YA

5 Y

T o ¥

. - W S S . Wl
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CONBOLLDATION. B, Positions captured are to be

(a) Strons points to be
(1) R2200,.8

(415) neoewis

(iv
(v
(vi

m-é
J _ Parties of engineers will be detailed to move forward and

report to 0,0'

8 concerned ilv &
" : as early as pos=ible after the
{(b) ls
with Lewlis Juns will

s.m.?Jmn holes in advance of the line when n:bﬁma.mt

) there are ememy trenches leading from the oa
tured position -muomuummwmumr:;
ward as poss . For this work special parties will be
uuxummmuuumﬂmummmm
stores. Hombers will be detaliled for the protection of
these blooks. Special measures will be taken to protect the

ik 1 Booteet. 1 p10Re ke T

ATran -
will be made to Join up point KEACP.5 by & t;'m
right at about Res(n.2

A® t'u' as possible OENTEX WAY will be kept for evaouat-

ing wounded,
voli8 AND ¢ Attentlon is called to standing orders.

SANDIAGE
IHCRAPT. 10 Contact aeroplanes will fly over the line at 7.30 pem
| on
B0the instant and 8§ a,n, and 1)18.m. on 29nd. ;lnat:nt. l'iml

will be 1lit on each ocossion,

1EE uE! 1:.:?-”;21 be aynehronised with Srigade Signal Section at
EPORTS 13« Reports to irigade H.,Q. at X1504.8. L
ACKHONLEDGER . ‘::
II.'L, | E‘ ,jb {?’i) : 7:1'} ’
}\’IL-‘-..L - Ssssscnnanssaaniaptain,
drigade Hajor, 3rd. Infantry srigads,
Jopies tO = '
1 1ste sattalions 8 - 1ith, Sattelions
2 Pioneer in. @ 12th, bdattalion,
& Engre Lisison Offr. 10 2rde HoleCoye
: H4th. origade 11 Brde ALy T sBattery
: gnde f:i’- M:E 18-18 Retained,
7 10the battalion T e e
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UK, . ' frizade leadquarters,
: 21/38/18.

Reverence Srigade Operation Ordor Jos £9, 20the instant, para /.

The intention is thlat Sattalions 10th, and 18th,, shall have 4 waves
ready for the attack,
Vize, i: fwo waves in fire trenchs
Two waves in assembly trench in rear.

B¢ That the second wave followe about 50 yards in rear of first.

Se That ae soon aa first wave leaves f'ire trench third wave leaves
assenbly trench across open and rapidly pushes on and into place
lef't vacant by first wave. |
Poeition when hostile trench is
8) 2 waver 'n hostile trenche
b) 1 wave in our old fire trernchs
¢) 1 wave in assembly trench.

4. Ghoula the whole of 4he a Lattalion attack not puocceedy and be
held up, the third wave should at once push in and sarry remznante
of first and seccond forverd with it and fourth wave move up to fire
trench 1f ordered to do s0 Dy 0.C. Hattalion.

Should portion only be held up the third wave Commander will
push up sulfficlent mén to complote the task,

e The 1lth, sattalion will carry out t.h.h task in MMMM with
vearbal inetructions already icsuasd,

e It i3 essential that Jattalions kesp toush and that thelr action
is as simultancous as possible,

Ve« The position once won 18 to be held at all costs,

3¢ Water tins should be emptied and returmed to sattalion dunps as
éarly as peasaibdle to enable the supply of water to be kept up.

tl Mt shortane of tins.
f-,w-f Mty aht e Aractie Atesl P O
et o Ty L2 o Wy e i

lssued st 1100, | W’M

llli.lit!ltililllio“m
Srigade fajor, %rd, Aust. Inf's Hrizade.

1 - 2 fiﬁm.
3 Pthe Jattalion.
3 10the dattalion.
5 11th. Sattalion.
a 12th. Sattalions
4
2

3rde. U.GeCompany.

i#-w’l«‘t 4
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" pomses s oo, Yo L2
ES th t to B83rd., Au t | 5
] H H :
OFFICERS,
e : I : OTHER RANKS : :
s 1 : : REMARK
tKillud Wnd Mise .:Killod:wnd. 'Hias .;T?TAL : @3.
: : H H

BRD AclreToMoBtye §

=k el »w

TOTAL Officers CASUALTIES 23
"  Other Ranks " 818

OFFICERS CASUALTIES,
Orde AeLeT MeBattoryescccoscosssssenee NI,
Orde AcM.Gun GOMPANYeseveescessssssses NIl
9th. BATTALION,

Killed Wound
Capt. !-'-L-GEAHBEHS Bl/E/lﬂ Lieut. J, ?n ®

Lieute J.H.,PETTIGREW
2/Lieut. S.A.McKENZIE 80/8/18

s T ON.

Killed ’ Wounded
Lieuts H.A.KINNISH 22/8/1¢ 2/Lieut. T,
B/L%GU$i‘l‘-B&KER . " B.W.COOMBE

E.KENT " Lisute A P,WALKER
2/Lieut. J.DAVIDSON
. HeW,CROWLE
- A.E ,WILMER
: " D.CHISHOLM
Misding
S/L.‘I.ou L ] |G-H-DHII
L 11th. BATTALION,
P s LoliolNA Wounded
" J.S.D,WALKER . 3243/15
2/Lieut, ELLEMORE " "
S— 12the BATTALION,

Dte As Wounded 29
Lieutele NEWTON " /2/125
® E.L.A.BUTLER " ol

*  A.J.HEARPS ® r/1hraanng) W

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

, 21/8/18
2/Lieut. R,B,SALISBURY 19/8/16
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: |  Appendix N o2
./ REPORT OF WORK OF .18t AUST. A o

7% DURING OPERATIONS POZIERES-MOUQUET FARM 15th-22nd
;.'-':)\ |

p AUGUST., 1916.
L emee e e -
| on going into action the front line trenches were dund
bad condition and with exception of FIRST AID TRENCH the commnunication
were most inadequate.

X The first effort was to arrange for an in and cut’series of trenches
for each Brigade front.

On the 1st Brigade front 1st AVENUE was wldened, deepened and
connected with KAY (Western) TRENCH at 4th AVTNUE - abdut 3500 Yards
long including 409 yards new construction.

CENTREWAY. The only communication at first avallable was in vey
bad condition. Enemy shelling on POZINRES constantly smashing 1it.
Thlis was opened through the rulns of the village connected with TRAMWAY

TRENQH which wgpe conilnued to KAY TRENCH at the OEMETERY giving-an al-
ternative route as far as TOMS CUT.

From this point there were no trenches therefd®e KAY TRINCH wag Te-
made o RATION TRENCH the latter cut to NIX TRENCH which was continued
to the Troad near QUARRY giving communication to the LEFT Battalion front.

To give communlc-tion to RIGHT Batt2lion PARK LANE wes excav: ied
and on night of advance to MOUQUET FARK a trench constructed to the
n front line of 18th Battolion at R.37.4.9.1. The Toad N,EB, nf the form.

The net result of this section of work was to give communication

to the advanced line as taken, and maintain them in a moderate state of
efficiency. ¢

On 2nd Brlgade front. Botter communication existed FIRST AID TRENCH

was good. SUNKEN ROAD safe to uee and COPSE AVENUE falr excent near
6th Battallion EHeadgquarters. .

To Tollow up the 2nd Brigade atack wag very difficult as a conssént
fire on 0.G,1 was meintained demolishing trenches apiroaching that line.
Once forward of where 0.G.28 had been work wee easier. Tach Battalion
front was connected. She 6th Battalion N.B. of the WINDMILL. The 7th
Battalion midway between WINDMILL and MUNSTER ALLEY and the g8th Battalion

0 by constiructing a new trench from 0.G.1 to MUNSTER ALLRY.

WALKTRS AVENUE wag reconstructed and joined to 0.G.1. SYDNEY STRERT

similarly carried through, and COPSE AVENUE conneted with CENTREWAY by
remaking TRAMWAY TRENCH.

The Battalion was worked in 16 working parties of one platoon each
with an extra party composed of batmen, spare cooks, and general hands
sent out to clean up and maintain trenches. One day wae spent ®8n Roads
at request Q.R.E. 4th Division which would have been invaluable in the
trenches Dbefore the 1st Aust. Division came in.

GENERAL. The work of the Battalion was very smoothly carried out,
showing improvement on the first attack on POZIRRES. The steadiness
of working partles under fire was very marked. Every 0fficer fully
grasped his dutles and the N.C.0s have greatly improved. :

SUGGESTIONS. The trenches are too narrow, a minimum of 3 feet 1s

necessary and 4 feet i# not too much. A hil expllsive strikin
. g within
10 feet of a trench blows in the side of a narrow trench completely

blockinglt, while 1f the trench is wider there 1s fr
uently st1ll
cover remaining., Trenches should be 5 feet de " . et g

g T i——

The main i
pass, thus enabling tren-
a8 well as Communicsations.

essentlal appears to alllw Toon for two men to
ches to be used as Assembly or Refigse trenches

————
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o+ If possible shell slite should be nmade ini‘gp wq{{gfzxmgg ‘assembli
'\, should be placed kxfaxm leaving maln comriunication free.

=]

- The rractles of cutting "Pozzies' by individual men is producative
of serlous losses and much extra labour.

If men can be controlled and made to widen an~ déepen the wnole
of the trench in whlch they are assembled better iniividusl protection
1s galned and generally communicatlons are improved instead of being
ruined.

The want oI system 1in laying telephone wires 1ic vey marked. In
CENTREWAY there were over 20 different wires interlaced and crossing
the trenches frequently. To Infantry carrying equipment and probably
water or rations theee wires are really a serious Hindrance.

The leaving of dead bodles in the trenches 18 an objectionable
practlice. Nearly every trench had numerous bodies or portions of

bodies which from being walked 4n became covered with earth gradually
they form an insecure footing and at all times lessen the cover avail-
able. Burlal partlies should patrol trenchee and systematically remove

auch ohstructions.

There frequently abpeared to be some doubt 8 to Infantry positions
It 1s suggested that as the exact polnt has to be deérmined in making

trenches this Battalion could be of use in giving positions.

Notice Boardse were erected in all trenches and were effectlive in
dayviime
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COMMANDING OFFICER 1st AUST, PIONEER BATTN,
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