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APPENDIX. _L o
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SECRE 7. ooy Ho. M . oue

L U8 DRiLIeii JXVISIQH QRIER Ne. 16.

b-l

Diviceional Feadquirters,
let spril 1817.

1. The let uetrilien Livicion (loes ( rtAllery end. waite dettched)

Will rclieve the 5th AuBTrslicn Jiviceion in the line inm £.ooordcnce
with the &t tsohaed ucvenent tablc.

E. ™ divisionzl scotor will B¢ divid:d into twe 'br:lgadc BEcectorxs,

The dividing limc will be oross roids X.27.0.10.95 - IBISalUR MLR
(Anelurive to Richt Brigade) - Oroso ioidr 1,23.0.25.15 - ELTERETZ
(inclusiw to Ri ht Brizdce.)

a Bp sBoving routee ctw., if icsucd hercwith to formetions
eonee mcdl. |

3, Zach brigadc seotor will b hedd &8 un outyoet seotion with
one buttilion in the adwnoed line of recistance .

4. The Corpe “LEirn Line of aesictenoe © will be the line 0.5
G&nu&l -z, 1127 Uﬁntr&l - I-l‘l d-" H-la mntral _— Hl*i‘i M linl
will be held in eunh brijide seotor by i nuoleus g-rricon of 1 Batt-
~&lion frono the brigade and tvo teotions of Ho. 2l leuhins Gun Ooy,

5. On teksng: over commcmd the folloving troope come under the
ordsye o fgig.d. let ivetralian Divicion.
ARS8 JH.?-m:Lllur
3rd auﬂ:(-wl;.?..a.grigada} in their present poeition.

One 8quadrorn 15th Lizht Horse ) ,,
t Company AlZal Cyolict 3.ttelion) 1B BaRLLNCOUR?.

6. The followinz intervele Will be maintiined on the rotds,

ggg yarde hotgm BEttelione.

~Téo” ort and troode or between transport
03 different wnits.

100 yurde betwveen oompanier .,

7+ Reorusentutives o relievin; wndte will be sent inte esch

Po;; :nd peition in the cdvanced line am the nizht prior teo ths
rellef.

8. Advanced purties will be sent forwird to telks over quarters,

9., Brigade Cowmmanders will arringe dettéile of the relief direat
Subject to the previsions of this ~zrder.

10. Ta mechine guns of the 2nd Infamtry Pxlgade detackad for

F:.ﬁ.rﬁ-‘. -.:.lF &"?
1l. Inatruntions for the distribution of Kis) G, Ormp*iles €14 for

Grrangerente censegqueant on the relief will be $zsmed seprétaly.

Zhe obile Veteranany ot o will rezain 4a 193 precect
losation.

13.; Rght 3rizade Heed currters will be eatablisucd a2t Ir:
wnd laft Brigr.de Ecadquerters ot FTCNY.
will be estebliched ut H,35.3.5.7. on the

LAUX FARM,
MAVLZicrel Hoadeuariars

2Ven g of S5 lostent.
@.0.0. lst Australian uivieion will sl.

? TRWOY s0-amang at 9 &,
on 7th inatant.t g 1 e >
ACTIIOWIEDG L. .‘ff(ﬂ{ 4 jjﬁ.ﬁﬂ I

LicvtCLloral. G6's.
Miret Qustialicn Jivision.
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5 Appendix No. |

SIRI3UMT ‘-
He, I=rcuzd te,
1 - B ﬂ.H-Q.
5 C.R. 18t Lus . v,
R 1 e
v.5) 1l Coy.
% MV.M:?_;. o
m 3-5-0.11--;*:: . ..J.H.?..
12 end QO
13 oxrd a0
14 a8t Ploncer Bn. )
- 16 d.D. 7.5
17 el . .
18 itob, Tet. Sec.
19 - B0 2t 4HZAC.
31 J.Bt MM HIH:II
24 Gell. Ue s e medEt AL A0,
4 felvaze Coye.
24 D-.ﬁ-.nl!m-ﬁ-
a5 C&rr Ourmds.
26 206 s sDavieion.
27 tiz AG
a8 B 4o
29 Diviejorzl Schodl.
30 peinaolecient Comp,
31 st MF.. do . aLEBEA 2.
32 - Sile.

3B - 35 Ver Jicry.
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SECRET.

Date. l

= —— ----J—-—-—-—-n--.

Unit.

e wr —— —

R mm—— e et S —— r—

Apr. 3rd. Elst Inf .Bde,

i 11{1'-21 -il-l:-G.G. i

120E TAUBAN
Bda.0amn.,
©G.8.28.d.

Apr. 4th. Slat. Inf.Bde. (HMONTAUBAK | FRE.ICOURT
(NO .21 M,.G.O. , Camp. ' HAPLINCCURT
Srd Inf., Bde.| BRESLE. HONTAUEBAN
Bde.Camp.
] S - S - 36 - d-
Apr. Eth.! 1st.Inf.Bde. |Raliasves portion of
14tk Aust. Bde.
i Srd.Inf ,Bde. |HONTAUBAN | FRESICOURT
’ |
2nd. Inf .Bde. l BUTLE. HOKTAUBAN
5 _ Bde.Camp.
el I S‘ﬂ:;asﬁd-
Apr., &th. 3rd.Inf.Bde. 'Ralieves portion of

14th Aust. l:nf. Bda,

Div., H.Qre. BAIZIEUX. Ho33,0.5.7.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MOVE4FNT TAPLE to ACOCHPANY 1st. AUSTRALIAM DIVISIONAL ORDER No. 18 dated 1/4/17.

e e A — T — — —— A W . —

BUIRE - DEairARCOURAT - LiEAULTE -

e —— —— e

Fo. 21 l,G3.C0oy will mova
urder ordaro of G.C.C.,
lat. Inf. Bde.

FRICOUKT.

Infantry via duskwelks aré
acrosa country. Transport via
BAZENTIE and BAPAUE, =

Jdross Roads D.27.contral -
BUIRE -~ CEONANCOURT .- L EAULTE -

FRICCURZT. _

Ralist of advanced line
will be carrisé cut by
night,

Infantry via duekwalks snd
aocross oountry. Transport via
BAZINTIN and BAPAU::B,

Ordars will be issued for
the furtlier move of 2nd.
Int. Bds,

e e B e b R L

PEARALCOUAT - ABAULTE -
FIcoudr,

Rsllisf of advanced lins %

Will be carriasd out by ©
&
&
e
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_APPENDYX. - Ll i
SEBCHL T, Copy Ho..i-ﬁ)...f)
aDIND. TC
FIRSY UL i3, VIVISION.L OXLBER iUs. 16.
Divieionel Heedqueriere.

2nd 4pril 1917,

1. loft Brigedo lowdauariere will be ¢etablished temporsrily

&t MDLIOCCUAR ingdeid of ILUCHY.

2. liovement Nible.-

(e Uhe ioute of the %rd Infuntiry Brizg de will Ye
Vit SLBLKT - Oross Rowds .8.,40.95. fhe moot south-
-3rly routes throuizh AIBERDT will be tveed. Troopa
moving viec. the _LBERY - LMIINS Roed will turn off &4
Be3.b.6.7 vnd move vie Kue do e OND- INL - B.%.0.

droope moving vieé AILLENGOURT will kKeep Bouth &f

the rocdc in w,28.

(b) On 4oril 5th the 3rd Brigede will move from
MONTAUBAN Jimp to tke FRRGICOURTY 4nd VILLLGS LU FLOS
urec.e '

(o) A1l Infintry trne .ort will o ve vi& ILONGUZVAL -
FLIRS - GLUDBCCURY - EO.ULINGOURT. Théa rovd ig
reserved for let austri licn Division 1renspoxrt batwsen
$ .. ¢nd 3 p.m, on 4th, oth, ¢nd 8th a»nril.

S, VILIIRS LU 505 is ullotted to the Reserve 3
e s o Drigade for
4 the western boundery of the aivisional tyse will be

H.zafﬁ- lﬁlﬁ — 0;2-&' 9-9!- HtlalﬂqulOl“ E. a‘i‘ibi&izi - 9110;015-6.

The bounderies ¢f tho forwi.d brigede ssotors will remedn
&8 shown on ths mip Sfeeucd with Viviaional Order No. 16.
¢ The Squikdron 12th Lizht Horgce a‘nﬂ v Oyolist Compe
: row at
Hi PLINCOURT move to V3-LU 700l on .a:p;il 4¢th ulaﬁghn?mrumomr

by 2 p.xz,
+CENOTLY LG,
A= b 4
4 FENE & -
LiowFBolorel,
_ Gencrel Sbsg,
%Y8t Awitraliier In ToLEiChe
Distyidution,

Stoe 8 Divisicrel Ordsr Jo. 16,
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S BORED Copy Ho..j.q.....
_}*_‘.l..iﬂ' U‘M mUH Um JU: 17

R BLE TEE R . I S

Jivision«l Heedquartérs.
7th aoril 1917.

1, The Divisicen will tdveroce its front to the line 0L TKY
8g.J,36.8 =~ o5 - BOUnSIuL or 9th inst.,

£ i8t Infentry Brigcie will aseavlt Hildiley, It will
advineo its ri:ht to nunnaug with tle lsi™ of 20th Jight
Division whick ic t%e dronresse tie strensth of its euntyost
-Lim Llﬁﬂu t e I‘id."" Ll tPi‘l‘l-ﬂ o Pnlz--a o P:ﬁ G . P E;E -1 3&-:13’61“.
durin; the nizht B Anrlil,

Ittt left v 1 be tGvenced towerds RLICUUKZ. This vill-ge
will be #eized .8 noon t€& 0,0.0. 18t Brigcde ccnciderse that the
gitw.tion pormiis,either durin_ thie u:ermtinn or ¢t & liter Btege.

fvo seatiors Ho. 21 Nechine Gun Qompeny «re y;bﬂﬂd 3%
the dlspeosel of G.0.0., 1ot drizeie.,

S 3rd sus. Infoantry Brigede 7111 &esault BOUASILS &rd will
estiblish unnt»&at with led aus. Brigade to the fouth ¢ thet
villege unider arranewmonis mi.de d.ircut vAth G,0.C. 12% Brigade,

% The eregult en HOWATE (nd BOUWSIIS will be dclivored &t
down {4?15-btm-}

De OsRade Will vrrenge for trtillory cotion «puinet URICOURD
epd the I 7 4002 feotory (Sced.l8.d.) Irnm Z{T0 hOUr OIW.rds.

i#ov.de by whioch thc Cno Iy 6ul €€0ap¢ Will be ke¢pt under
ertillcry Idxo from zoro hour onwerds.

ﬁhhlij will L% g o 4 PN with :.UnC;..ﬁ.4¢ let adZad to
co-02rdinute the £ation cf hcevy and divigicn..l urtillcery.tke

<0th Livieion is ¢ rrenginz for Ertillcr:gr firc ochfliorth-
weastern eorner wnd Lerthern cdge of BAVAIHQGOULY 1/ OCY frow zcro
hour opwi rde .

6 Oeilaiie Will Exronge for Lnainf ¢xe to oxemine the villagcs
for mince und trepe imacdictely &fter they <« rc sapturcd.

He will L*rr..n,,c.. for partice to woeist in oonstsueting
etron, pointsc direct vwith G,0's 0. let and 3rd Brigedse.

7a OoY& 8qué-dron deseC. will huve on toroplins in the &ir from
za'-'a hour throu;lout tha d.y.

1t will esselet by informing the trtillery direct of erenmy
sounte r-t-ttcoks .,

#leres will be lit at 5 <., and aiterwm rdc vhem the
seroplaxne souwuds the rliiior hornm.

(nly the moet wdvewnced troout will 1i.ht flirer,

Grouni. sheote, vanslt w=rl ocode letiers ¢ Infuntry wnite
Will be lauid out in open plices neir Hetdquirtors of unite and
formutions.

B, iroops will be warned againet drinidin, weter whioh hes
noet beun passed 8 fit by ¢ kedicel Offiocer.

| AP /
P e s
(LoDl ) Ifeut-Colonel.

cexrer: 1l et
Mret Justralioxn vivision.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT009143



2o Appendix No. 3

Listribution.
do. . Iecued to
1l to 3 D.H.w
4 Oniiqﬁ.t Fth Aua.lﬂ.v-
b C.R.E. 1t Lus.ipiv.
6 JAVv.815.00y
7 Av.Mraic.
b ElﬁlCl i1st .G..I‘J.E.l)f-.‘?-
10 18t Avse.Inf.Bde.
Yd End d0.
12 b oo do,
13 i8t Ploneer En.
14 -&.ql}lMﬂﬂl
15 45 « D;V o
16 L P M.
19 | -
1:3; lEt w-i':-
13 18% ANGAS. -H.A.
20 36040, Sads 128t ANZ.LO
El ;IJIJL-.-UI(J'ISt
28 Znd Aus.li7.
23 4th do.
g-si: Bth d¢ .
b 3
26%: &0th Imperiel Division.
o 2181 id, 3,007,
A Mla
&%
30 War Diary
o1

zgaued et 10.50.p.2

e S w e i
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f{i‘ﬁ RBPORT on the CAPIURE
g of

NI HERUIES . DEMICOURT snd BOURSIES .
e by First Avstrélien Division, 9th Apl.1°017.

L. ORIERAL.- When the Division toox over from the d5th Australisan Div-
Ll -igion, the line rsn &s shown in RED on the &ttached m&p.
ol The Divisional front was flenked on the right by the Canal
- du Hord. Running paréllel with the Cansal is the HERMIES
Ridge &nd from this Ridge & number of spurs run down LO-
-w&rds the valley of the AGACHE R. The town of HEHKNMIES
occupise & conmmanding poeition on the summit of the main
ridge. DEMICOURZ is & smaller vill&ge &bout 2000 yas.
:ﬂurth of HERMIES &nd on one of the lower spurs. North -
of HERMIBS ¢nd somewh&t to the west, the smell willage
of BOURSIES str&ggles along the mwm—emm Roa&d, for
about 1OU0yds. The three villages were distant &bout
1500 yds from our forward line of pnsta. The intervening
country is very undul&ting énd devoid of cover save for one
or two eomewh&t sunken ro&ds.
The town of HERUIES w&s strongly prepared for defence
on the S.W., 8. 8nd N.W. side. It was protected by wire
&nd & carsfully plenned trench system. On the N.B.&nd E,
8ide, very little prep&ration wes made to meet &n &ttack. 1
DEMICOURT wes known to be defemded, but was covered ]
by very little defensive work. |
BOTURSIES was &lso defended with posts on the H.,S.8nd
W. 2ides of the village, &nd with & defensive work which |
traversed the villege near its eastern emd. ©n thf northern -~
gide of this ﬁllﬁge , one of the spurs Fmning in & noxrth '
_waitarn direction was defended by one or two small German |
posts. |

&. PLAN of OPERATIONS.- Of the threes villages, the attéck on HERMIES
presented the greatest danger and diffiec ulties. its :
successiul aeimura would nm.ka the c&pture of DEMICOURD
and BOURSIES & very easy mapter. On the other hand,
the seizure of BOURSIES &lone would not have fecilitated
operations &gainst either of the other wvillages to any *

great extent. It waa c¢lesr that if both S and '
BOURSIES were captured, DEICOURT would socoli become unben-
-8ble to the ensuy. It wes determined, therefore, 1o
endeavour to seige HEMIIES and mmlmaimﬂtamamly,
and by suxrpriss. It waes evident that the eneny would Dbe
expecting somb form of &ttack on these villages &nd it
was hoped that we might he able to divert his attention

- almaat entirely to BOUleEﬁ‘ énd to le&d him to expect
attack there p:r:.ur to any other operations which we, might
mdertake., &8 the last g@dvanee in this area had been the
e&pture of LOEE‘% and DOLSNIZES, it seensd possible th&tb
the epneny mig ieve that oul¥ poliey was $0 sweep round
fron the northe™n gide of the ne&rest villa.-'& Viz. -
S0URSIES, In oxder G0 &ehieve this t was dataminati
that srtillery action &g&inst E_QMIEE dnd IELICOUKRT should
not be varied from that which was being carried out
normelly.

On the nighs previous to that chosen for the capture
of the "iF'lllL-,;.B, 1t was determined. to push cut on ths ridge
north of BUOURSIES to lead the eneuy to the obvious conclus-
-ion theéet Hmy operations G&zainat BOURSIES would ¥s

maercaken.

—

. PRELININARY MEASURES . - .nﬂf;ﬂ;ui.tlhll} on the 111_,11"" 7/6th April. =*F
gngaavonurad 'bD gain the his gh Droung o tl-*: H. W, of Bﬁhﬁ.ﬁEE
in sgulres D.£8.8.&.D. , ltu-..: 6., J:8.8%.&.D. This reamltéd

peehvy Highting by which our lins wes egtablished from

——i SR T R—_— L i . = - L . B ﬂ_?_',‘l_{.___ g -'-_E'-'-._--'_'-;q. "
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v X the crest of ridge &t the westem end of BOURSIES (J.11.=a.
- czjb 1.8.) aleng the erest to J.B.c6.4., thence northwent &long
' the Sunmken road which sicirte LOUVERVAL Chetesu wood.on the
north. In this fighting we suffered about 90 cesuwglties,
but sccounted for many of the ensuy. The normel &rtil-
-lery progremme was ndinteined sgeinst HRERCIES and DEMI-
-COURT, .

4. DISPOSITIONS For the AVBACK.- The lst Brigede held the right sector
from the Cam®l du Nord to the BAPAULE-CALBRAI Road north
of POIGNIES. The ord Battalion wes on the right zad the
18t Bottalion was on the left; 4th Battelion in suppors
énd the Znd Battalion in reserve. |

The &rd Brigade held the left mector Lfrom the
BAPAULIR-CAMERST Road to C./2.cenfra/.  mhe 12th Rattal -
-ion was on the right, 10th Bt telion on the left. 1llth
Battelion in pupport amd the 9th Battealion in reserve.

5. ACWION egeinst HERMIES.- The plan of the lst Brigede for the
capture of HEMLIES and DEMIGOURT was to attlck with the
“nd battalion from the direction of LOIGHIBE, the right
of the battalion on the DOIGNIES-HERUIES Road and the
left of the battalion direct™d>n the N.E, corner of the
town. The 3Srd battelion was"to contain the enemy on the

o= western and Southern faces of the town end to press home
when the Bmd battalion had reached the railway. To cover
the forming wp of the 2hd battelion ths posts of the 3rd.
betialion which wers covering DOIGNIES were pushed for-
-ward towards DEMICOURT. The 4th battglion, less 2 Coys.,
was brought forward to the vieinity of DOIGNIES.

The 2nd battalion marched from HAPLINCOUR?T &t 7.30.
P.m. on the 8th and deployed under the cover of gcouts snd
patrols without imcident &t 3.15.a.m. on 9th. Xosts had
been established h% ord battelion to cover the Fflenks of
the deployment. t°9.50.&.m. the advence to the assault .
position began. The battalion was formed up with ome
eompany in front line, two comp&nies in second line &nd
one compény in echelom on the left flenk, 4t %ero hour
4.15.&.m., the esseull was lemnched. The right company
encountersd strong opposition in J.&83.4., but rushed the
position with the bayonet ard continued the &dvarces.

The left company swung round through J.24. and the enemny

was thus caught betwesen the cross fire of the Flank i
companies &nd memy of them surrendered., $he eentre company
was delayed by & strong point &t J.24.d4.9.5. and more
Germéms were &ble to escape than would otherwise have been
the case.

Hard hand to hénd fighting econtinued in the villsge
and &along the reilway line for en hour &nd & half, but by
O.&.m. 28ll objeectives had been gained and HERIUIES was eom-

: -pletely in our hands with prsts establizhcd shond ~200

- yirds Irom the town &round the eastern side of it. The
<nd battelion sccownted for 2564 Germéns, 1 officer and 17&
other reamke talen prisoner and one officer &nd 90 other
rénlks counted dead on the ground. In addition the battal-
-ion cgplured one maschine gun, three automstic rifles, two
telephones and much egquipment, The casuwalties suffémed
by the battalion totalled 8 officers and 172 other ranis.

The 3rd battalion on the right.of the 2nd battalion
hed the task of c¢lsaring the &rea between the railwai;r and
the Canal &nd had to face the enemy's main defence$. . The
battelion advanced on & two company front &nd movesd &t
J.45.a.m. from their asssembly Fformetion to reseh their
base of deperture by 4£.15.a.m. Imediately after leaving
the assembly position they came under .G, &nd rifle fire
but they continued the sdvemce and re‘@ﬁa@. the agsaulting
rosition at zero hour The left was unsble to,edvance

| further owing to the wire &nd the enemy's fire ang - |
r.!' | 4 L . = r 4

- =
— _— e . e i § _FARSS—-— e, i .
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- 29 c&suslties were suffered &t this point. When the 2nd :

Al pattalion had seiged its objective, the enemy began to feel ~'

the pressure &nd his reiistance rapidly decreased.
= right pressad on &nd occupied the cemetry in J.06.&. &nd
joined up their line with the Znd battalion, ’
The 3rd bettelion took @8 prisoners and 3 mechine Jums.
Their casuslties totalled 64.

aingt BOURSIES. -
make the attéek,
fhe village was covered by stroag eneny posts on the
high growad to the N. snd H.W. and it was essential that
this grownd should be mede good before the village sould De
held. Pighting for this high grownd Dbegan on the night |
7/8th as #lready mentioned. 4
At 10.30.p.m. on the 8th the enemy launched & deter- |
~-nined comwnter-attéek on the 1&th battalion and suecceeded in |
] gaining & footing in their line but were &t once ejected ;
. by & comnter atteck. The «ttaek seriously interfered with |

The Srd Brigade wag &llotted the task of
énd the 1<th battelion was detailsd to

T‘u R « the preparation ey the operation of the 1lEth battalion , |
n ay timed for 4.80.a.9. 9th) from the N.W. but was huang up by |
mﬂ*ﬂ‘s— M.G¢ Tire on the left. "Mwo platoons skilfully led by

oFdens houv  Iieut. DADSON attecied the suemy trenches in J.5.central
génd cgptured them teldng two ensmy mEchine zwmes with 1ibttls
io8g thenselwves, The gaptured méchine guns were &t once
turned on the retiring eneuy.

From Tthis stege wntil 12 noon very little progress |
was mede. By noon fresh parties had been orzenisged to mop
up the villézges from the west and south. At 2 p.m. the
vremsdlndsr of the enemy's garrison was driven out énd fled
b&ck towards the Germén mgin line.

7. ACTI0N against DEMICOURT.- The let battalion was detaliled fto cover
the flank of the 2nd battalion in its attéck of HERMIES and
to occupy LEMICOURT adter the Septure of HERIES and BOURSIES.
fhe batitalion was disposed with three compsnies in lins,
At 6.5.8.m. inform&tion was received that BOURSIES M&® been |
ogcupied &nd 5 minutes later & report was received that |
DEMICOURT was believed to be svacuated. The left eompeny
wag &ccordingly oxdered to get into touch with the 12th
battalion in BOURSIES and &ll three companies were orfiered to
push forward patrols to DRMICOURL. f
One patrol (lieut SAMPSON &nd 2< other ranke) from the |
left company csme under mé&chine gun fire from the left flank |
put by talking dvembage of the ground and dy covering the i
advance of oW part of the patrol by the fire of the rereinder,
Lisut., SAMFSON ménsged to work round the left of the willages |
4t 7.30.8.m. the atte@cking compénies moved forward but
were held up by me@chine gun fire. At 7.52.a.m. it was re-
-ported that the eneny had &gain occupied ths village &nd
artillery fire was direoted onm it with good effeect. A4t
8. .m. The atiacking companies again moved forwerd &nd at
the same time Lieut SAMPSON'S patrol mentioned &bove rugshed
'gbé;: villﬁkgeban% 1;&11;1:& & sSunken road on the east of i%. 1'
'. caeny SbOouUT oU BUrong cowter &ttacked Dut were driv
off by the patrol. % . M A
<he atviécking eompanies moved up on the flanks, but
the enemy directed & heavy artillery fire on to both e cm-
-pénies end on o the village, The compenics on the right
and left of the village fell baek, but the Petrol in the
village held ifs ground.

&b 10.15.a.m. the right company reported the capturs |
oLl the Sugér factory onrthe HERIIES-IELICOUKRT ridge and &t |
10.50. parties from the left coampeny entersd the: village. 3
By 11 &.m. our line wes established sast of the village :
Snd in touch with the 8nd dattalion on the right and '
eovering with M.G. tke gap on the left.

R RS B

o,

e RS —" B . - _;""r_.
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Appendi x m.#___
FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

CASUALTIES,

in action against HERMIES, DEMICOURT and BOURSIES 9-4-17.

—_—---_-_--__---—-----_--—_-—-—-_--——---———l---'---ﬂ—l'--_-_—_----F‘-——-—-—-ﬂ---

Officers. Other Ranks.
o U, T WG

" 1st. Bettalion R e
2nd. Battalion 2 6 - 30 108 5
Srd. Battalion 1 1 - T Qv &
4th., Battalion - - - - 1 -
lst. Machine Gun Coy. - i3 - - 9 -
énd. FPield Ambulance - - - - 1 -
9th. Battalion 1 - - 1 8 -
10th,. Battalion 1 1 - 10 21 -
11th.Battalion - 1 - d 13 -
12th,Battalion 2 P - 49 103 -
8 15 - 128 335 7

ﬂ--ﬁ--——l-r---——-_—-—--‘—----—-ll-i--"-l-—-_"-—ﬂ'--—'-'--F----—‘_'--—-‘--’-__-_--—_---ﬂ'*—#u

Officers 23
DR, 4 64
Total 4£87.

g e
g — T
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FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIYISION ORDER No. 17,

Divisional Headdquarters.
7th April, 1917.

3. The Division will advance its front to.the line CEMEBRERY
S5qeJed6sa. HERIIES - BOURSIES on 9th inst.
2. lst. Infantry Brigade will assault HERMIES. It will

advance its right to connect with the left of th. ILight Divisi
which is 'Ea inngi'lea&atha S gen h n‘% its ontpna%ol?na a%ng %ha o

ridge Sq.P.1l2.¢ - P.12.,8 =~ P.6.8 - Sq.Je36.¢, during the ndght
8/9th, April. Pe.bscC.

Its left will be advanced towards DEMICOURT. This village
will be seized as soon &8 G.0.C., lst. Brigade considers that the
gituation permits either during this operation or &t a later

stage.
™wo Sections 2l1st. Machine gun company are placed at the
disposal of G.0.C., let. Brigade.

Se Srd., Aus. Infantry Brigade will assault BOURSIES &nd will
establish contact with lst. Aus. Brigade to the South of that vill
-age under arrangements made direct with G.0.C., lst. Brigade.

4, The assault on HERMIES and BOURSIES will be delivered at
dawn (4-15 a-m-)‘-

5 CeRehe will arrange for artillery action against DEMICOURT
and the BEET ROOT FACTORY (Sq.J.18.d.) from Zero hour onwards.

Roads by which the enemy can escéape will be kept under
artdllery fire ‘from Zero hour onwards.

C.Re.A. will arrange with G.0.C., R.A. 1lst. ANZAC to
co-ordinate the action of heavy and Divisional Artillery.

20th. Division is arranging for artillery fire on the
North Western corner and Northern edge of HAVRINCOURT WOOD from
Zero hour onwards.

6e CeR.B. will arrange for EngineSrs to examine the villages
for mines and fraps immediately after they are captured.

He will arrange for parties to assist in constructing
strong points direct with G.0'sC., 1lst. and Srd. Brigades.

7 drd. Squadron R.F.C. will have an aeroplane in the &air

from Zero hour throughout the day.
It will assist by informing the artillery direct of enemy

counter-attacks.
Flares will be 1lit at 5 a.m. and afterwards when the

geroplane sounds the XKlaxon Hom.
Only the most advanced troops will light flares.

Ground sheets, panels and code letters of Infantry Units
will be laid out in open places near Headquarters of Unita and
formations.

8. Proope will be warned against drinking water which has
not been passed &s fit by a liedical Officer.

9. ACKNOWLEDGIE.

(signed) T.A. BLAMEY.
Iieut-Colonel.
General Staff.

First Australian Division.
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S ECRE T, | Copy No. 12. 3
FIRST AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER o, 24.

Brigade Hdqrs.
8th April, 1917.

MAP REFERENCE : 57¢. 1:40.000

1. The enemy is occupying the line BOURSIES, DEMICOURT, HERMIES,
HAVRINCOURT WOOD with advanced posts phshed out ig front.

Qe The lst. Aus. Infant Brigade will ca&apture HERMIES on 9th
instant. The 60th. (I-fi.ghﬁr In:fantry Brigade (Imperial) will
asskst by covering fire against HAVRINCOURT WOOQOD.

The 3rd. Aus. Infan'bry Brigade in conjunction with our attack
will seize.BOURSIES.

S (&) The assault will be earried out by the 2nd. Aue. Battalion
¥Bich will deploy for attack and move forward from the direction of
DOIGNIES to an &ssaulting position on a line approximately through
Jel9s8.0e4 = Jed4d.8.,3.0.

The assault on HERMIES will be made from this line at Zero
ho%z'ang the new line established from J.30.b.9.0 through J.24.4.8.0.
Jde o8Bl 0o

(b) The C.0°3rd. Aus. Battalion will co-operate with the 2nd.
Aus . Eﬂttﬂliﬂn, Eﬂiﬂiﬂg the line J.35. Central- J.29.8.0.4. &t Zero
hour. Frontage will include the railway line. When the Znd. Aus.
Battalion has made goo& the village, drd. Aus. Battalion will take
up the line Je86+¢8¢5¢3. = Je30.be9.0.

(c) The lst. Aus. Battalion will contain the enemy in DEMICOURT
énd will bring forward its right to cover the left flank of the 2nd.
Aus, Battalion at J.24.8.7.2., establishing & strong post in the
viecinity of J.17.d. The left of the 1lst. Aus. Battalion will Dbe
brought forward to link up with the right of the 12th. Aus. Battalion. .

(d) 4th. Aus. Battalion - less 2 companies - will be in resea've
at J.15.4d. and 2 companies at VELU.

(e) C.0., 18t. Aus. M.G. Coy. will establish two sectioms
machine guns BEast of DOIBNIES for covering fire.

One section will be detailed for dealing with enemy counter-
-gttacks on HERUIES.

One section - less one gun - will be allotted to the sector
occupied by drd. Aus. Battalion.

™wo sections 21st. M.G. Coy. will be in reserve at VELVY.

(f) Hesdquarters and two sections 3rd. Field Company A.E.
will establish strong points in line East of HERMIES, after capture
of the village.

4, The §ttack will be launched without &rtillery support. Normal
artillery actiwity against enemy villages will be c&rried on till
0400. At Zero Pour batteries will open on DEMICOURT, BEET ROOT
FACTORY (J.18.d4d.) Road N.B. from K.19.a2.5.0. and eastern approach
to HERMIES,

8. A contact aeroplane will be in the air after dawn on 9th inst.
At 0500 and on aeroplane sounding its Klaxon Horn, Red Signal flarew
will be lighted to show positions, but only by the most advanced
troops.

G A Brigade reserve of S.A.,A., Bombs, Rifle Grenades, Sandbags
and tools is established at 1.29.b.6.3.

7. The necessary medical arrangements will be made by R.M.O0's.
Troops will be warned against drinking water which has not baen
paasad by a lMadical Officer.

8. Zero hour will be 0415 on 9th April.

9. Watehes will be synchronised through Brigade Signal Office at
1800 on 8th April.

10. Reports to Brigade H.Q. DEILSAUX PARM (I. 28.&.3.5).

ACKNOWLEDGE. (signed) J.C., HARDIE Major,
ﬂa.MﬂjOr. lﬁt..ﬂ.uﬂ-lnf.mj-
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3rd AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER No. 24. 30

Brigade Headquerters,
. 7th April, 1917.

Map Reference Sheet.
57¢ 1/20,000.

1. In conjinction with &n attack on HERMIES on 8th inst., by
1st Lustralian Infantry Brigade, the 3rd Australian Infen try
Brigade will capture BOURSIES. Zero hour will be notified later.

2. The attack will be carried out in two ph&ases.

FIRST PHASE.

(&) On night of 7th, immediately after relieving l2th Battélion
the 10th Battéalion will est&blish posts on the line De&5.d.7+8¢~
D.8l.d.5.0.- De@8.De96eDHea~ 11-39.13-4: ol o

(b) The 1l2th Battalion will establish posts on line D.2Y.c.4.7-
Jeb.b.central- J.5. Central to WINDMILL &t J.5.¢.0,0, cOnnecting up
with 1st Brigade on right and with 10th Battalion on left. A post
will elso be established &t about J.ll.a.central to commé&nd the low
ground South of BOURSIES. The posts will be held by 6 platoons.

(¢) Commanding Offiwers will report when these poste h&ve been
established.

SECOND PHASE.

At & time to be notifged later the 12th Battalion, less 1lj Com-
-pénies will attaeck BOURSIES from the line J.5. Central- J.6.a.Central
and will establish & new line from lst Brigade on our right to
J.11.b+9.9. thence North along ereck to J.6.8. thence to J.5.b.Central.

On vbllage being cleared, p&trols will be sent forward up °
BAPAUME- CAMBRAI Ro&d..

3. Our aeroplanes will be flying over the position after dawn on
8th instent. On aeroplé&ne sounding its Klaxon Horn, Infantry
in posts will light flares to show their positions.

4. The attaeck will be l&éunched without &rtillery support, should
rifle or machine gun fire from DEMICOURT be opened, the heavy

artillery will shell that village and the exits towards BOURSIES

and HERUIES. |

S30.5. lines to protect original line @&nd BOURSIES after capture,

héave been arranged with artillery Comm&nders concerned.

Se A forward dump of :-

S-ﬁ-t-&- 50-000 rDu.nﬂ.E
Bombs. 2.000
Rifle Gren&des. 500

will be esteblished under Brigade arréngements on rogd to LOUVERVAL
CHATRAU &t about J.1l0.a.4.7.

Ge Brigéde Hesdquarters will rem&in &t FREMICOURT.
7.  ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Signed) W.J.M. IOCKE. Major.
Brigade L& jor 3rd Aust. Infantry Brigade.
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REFOA? om FWF.Y .00.01 on the ITES® aUSDRE VISIOHN
’n 15th april, 1917.

_._-.-...__._--,_ -q.-.-—--'------h- l-i—---h--—

3 Gl K. L.- ihe *ueeeceiul seizure 07 tha villages of HY KMIFPS |
"~ VDLIOCURY eng BOUKSILS on the 9th instent advenced
the diviciontl 1%ne for en tverage dis‘unce 0F 2.000 yirds.
The effect of this Was to exiend the cotw 1 Irontege
hsld to & totul of 15,000 yerds,

2, OIS TRI 3UPI0N, - The position was held e uan outpost position
With two brigices in the lire &n¢ one brigede
in divicionanl Téserve. TeEeh brigide in the line héd two
bettelions holding sestions of the outpests, cpe tattelion
in su.mort ng Ore in recerve.
Mwo betiilions of the reserve brigude wers detailed
under Cor.e orders ce g-rrigson to the ECUCKY-YTRES Line

&nd were not “vailuble to desl With eneny ttteais forwtrd
of thet position,

R ) W i

the ddvician was ordered to &dvance ite line &long the
whole front to Within 1.000 yurds of the KINULNBURG Line
with the objeat of threctening this Ure, 7his was
otrried out during the nisht 13th/14th end involved a
scueldert.ble cmount of fighting in scertein lootlitiesn,

This advence having thus brought us Very much
netrer the snemy's miin po8ition it wus felt that en
attéek or an extensive raig by the enemy xight be expented
and sonsequently both of the brigades in line moved their
Te@erve buttalions (2 in sgah caBa) further forward.
€ &dditional bregbution the laft brigade incressea the
atrength of g number of ita front line posta on the evoning -
of the 14th,

The anticipetion wa.s Justified, for on the morning f
or l4th 4pril the enemy rushed and saptured two of our

8%8 &t 0.23.4.2.8 &nj D:22.4.3.9 with their garrisons |

ut was promptly driven out by a counter-ctteck, and on b |
the morning of 15th heo rede the 2ttaok all elong our )]
front whioh is desaribed in thise report.

ot AWK £nd JOTION on I3th/14th april.- oOm the 15tk 4pril,

i
|
|
|
|
|

%+ DISPOSIZION of the DIVISION on the NIGHT 14/156h april,-

- ‘—-nqq—ar--—-l-.u-uu.—

he disposition of the Division wags e 83
follovs .- ~-Jetii1ls are fhowa on the 8f yazhed Eap,

(1) Divisional urtillery, (5th. AuS.Div.hirtillercy, )

—— = L B —

TAn group (7th, 8th, end 9th, bafitecies of 19 pdrs.
&nd 103rd. bettery 4'5v Howa.) on tlhe Mga% disposeq

ke

tween IS “nd VELU &8 shown on the na» S vtashad,

"B group (49th, o0th, ard Hlst bitteiion of
18 pdre. £ngd 113th be.ttary 415¢ Howa, ) diavoged batween
MORCHIDS eng DL g,

"C* growy (63xd, P4th, and 55th betteries of 18
PAXs. &nd 106th snd 114th bitteries 4’5 Bows, )
di80s6& in end on the West of WORQHIT 5,

cod. 4.F.i. Brigede (4th, 5th, eng 6th, batteries
0f 18 pdre. &nd 102n4, battory 475" Howa,) dis)poseqd
imzedittely to the HoBT of LuGNICOUXY in S5¢.0.23,

(134 let, qus. Infentyy Brisede with its #chine gun

compeny, I, 7.1, I&E--t'ualy ¢nd ous someny o-. D2yt sicnal
ogineers ir 14y, rigki scolow, (P.'".0)

RCDIGT009143
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e
(14i) Comic :- |
Sri. aut. Infentyry Srigcde with 1t¢ lischine Gun

Compeny, L,leid. Bettery &nd one oconpuny ol yvivisional
Pagineers in line left seoctor.

nd. ~us, Infintry Srigede two Béttalions, loh-
-ine Gun Comx-ny «nd L.M.0. Betiery ;v.rrison af the
Corps medn line of recistence -~ two bDitealions in
vivicional ikeserve at il dICOLAD Lmd VILICLY &u L'00S.

(iv) =zlst. (oivieiomnal} iisehine Gun Coupény -
2 sectione in the rijht brigade zeotor.
2 geetiont: in the left brigede rectow.

5. 2he OFLUINE of the .020i.- 4% 3,30 &,m. on 15th spril the
oneny opened & heavy bomoc rduent &gsinet the villeges in
rear of our front line &nd againet our oxytille pocitions,
wt & é.m., 8 hatvy borrege of all ruture of ertillery wes
pleaed with verying deygrees of inteneity prastieclly
clong the whole lenzth of ths line. .% 4.15 &.m. ¢t
barrege lifted from the front line tnd the epemy infontry
¢dveneed fto the ctviiek ¢lony the whole froat of the
vivision &nd on the ri ht fromt of the 2nd. . ustralian
vivicion on our left. On both flunis our positions: wvere
much ne.rexr to the enemy then thc other parte oi the line
¢nad it wes v the flanks thut the weight of the enemy
“tiee wee Tiret felt., The wei ht of the o¢ticck was
greatect alon; the velleys leudin, us to our vositions,
paxticulerly towards D ALICOULL, BOURLIIS, L.oXICOULT &nd
NOK UIL.

vexrsner: covered the fdvance of tho enewy.

el e

(1) The brijede was disposed as followe :- (Vide ibp
ord. Battelion in line on rizht .
4th. Bettelion in line on lefs.
let, end 2nd, B-ttelione in Brigaede .eserve &t
DOIGHINS <nd BLLUMLYL respectively.
1tt. Hachine Gun Compiny.-

& subsections on the right covering the front of
El‘d- Bet“:;tliﬂnn

1l Section on the left eoveriny the fiont of 4th.
Beti¢.1ion.

l section in referve at DOIHITS.

~

< subgcetions in reserve &t J.35.b.

6. 1Ihe alluC.on the let. BiIfvaidue-

18%, Lololeine Betiory.- in rocerwe in i . ULLD:.

(11) “The 3rd. Buttilion on the right, covered & front-
~ ge of 6250 yrrde with 5 compenice in line &nd one
in recerve & follows :- In line from rijht to left
WY compdiny, "a' ecompiny, "B compeny, in reserve "Q©
compeny. I&ch oompeny in the line hid one or wmore
»lequels ezoh oi one platwon, while the remeining
plitoons were in euwsort. Jjeoh nic uei threw out one
0F mere JostLs,
4T 448 vome the right post (£.20.6.2.4.) o the
left outpoet compiny diccovered the ensmy tdvencing to
the wivaelr, ‘ithin ¢ fe teconds the full fire Power
0 the »osft wes developsd tnd two or three minutes
later the remeining two poots to ihe vi _ht opensd fize.
Jour Lewis Gurne were ln cction «nd the ecrossed
fire frow thote yunt wes very effective., In ons oose
<0 megezines wero fired irom ome gun without < jamb,

(Be 700 )

il oweE e
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! Lun::‘he cpony &ttackoc in WO liges with intervals
"of one to two pcaet between wen cpl eieme under the
o fle enl. lLewis ¢un fire of four pogts t.nd ruffered
hesvily. 4t only one poB% did he et to within range
o7 our boubere wha checlked hiu advence ond cgussd him
to retire.

our fire direetion &nd ocontral wae greatly
«epifted by the lurge number of fil.red fireC by the
eneny from his tyenches in resx of the atieeizing Troops,

hic bittalion gave no ground <nc 14 inflicted
cevera casuslties on the enemy. <OU enbuy decd wore
coupted in Front its porte und meny enouy wounded were
reisovel under aovexr of the .cd Crods 1.3,  ouring the
ooyl 0f the wounded, €nemy méchine jun £ire w.s8
4rectod oontinuously on ouxr posis.

(111) 4he 4th. B-ttslion on the left covered & front-

e -y, Fa— . "

-6 Of roproxinutely S.0U ¢ yerde with 3 eompe nies in
line snd ore in recerve a@ follows - in line fron
rizht to left C' eomwpeny, ‘I compi-ny, M GCLpLLy
WGk in regerve YL’ COoOLIDANY.

he oorpenies in line were diec poeed in posts,
nieguets , tné sup.orte sinile rly to 3rd. battelion.

The eneny ctivcked o' codipny in force on both
cidee of the “unleh :ofd in L.7.4. <nd by the use of
7. swmenve rfer overvhelmed the post tt LeTeQeH.4&, &nd
egtublished ¢ me.chine jun in the poLt.

“hs two ol toonr oi thir company wiieh were in
su:.0xt ¢t once mu.de i countsr-c-tit.az, dbut the cnemy
were nov edvinein; in lerge numbere b the counter-
_atiielr w.e unible to retixe the poat mentioned.

.t 4.45 ¢.1, & MOFBAGGE was Yrecsivet at
be tizlion hecdguarterc from L' GOMPERY siving the
giyuation, vund ons pl.toon Iron the reti TV coupany
w.e2 gent to reinforce ' .' coanny.

t 5 &.m. L mess.ze from L' eomy ny Lnnounced
thet thic oompeny w.e being heavily Ltteoked, that
their left post had been driven bacx fihting to the
vicinity of J.6. Cantril enc thev the two gocts cf the
11th. buttelion nex: on the left hiéd wlco been driven
in. 1t stuted wlso that our ctyom, poit 1uu yardse
Noxrth of the Cheipel (Jeb.de249s) WAL BUCCEEE fully
holdin, u» lerge bodiece oi the eneay and. inlflicting
heavy lossos and. that the %o guyport pldtoont hid
beon vont to reinforse the lefv iloni North ard Horth-
0.8t 0F J.6. Contrel, +he bi-tielion somu.pder there-
-uon Hent the rem.indexr of the reeesve eominy ( &
plitoonr ) vo reinforve ‘' eompay Horvh of DUUILLI 5.
Dhe O.0. bt ttelion then vslked the vrig-ac Yor one
sompany to repluce hic bettelion roeserve. el GOMDENY
of 1%, beticlion in recerve ot WICHIIL wos tocord-
-inzly sent up &8 reserve o the 4th. buitélion.

i Toport wi.& noxt reoeived from “C oomany thet
i1t had beuieh off the enemy &tieeix with heavy locses,
The baticlion comménder then erdered “C ' coupeny 1o
meke on ettécl with cne platoon ¢.peinet 'y compeny's
rizht post (...7.4.5.4.) where the encuy nt.d estaoblished
a geohine ;un, It wee nov eletr deyliizhi enc ithis
cttlez wes held uu by m.ching gun fEre from il.l4.c.
the plevoon oifiesr beln: wounded.

. TOUOTT wit mow reccive Liow the left flonk
ef the bett. lion thetr tne €ituation there wi.d Serions.
“hs genior of+iecy on the £50% roportel ithet Ture £LILAJ
point at the Cht pel w.6 8%1l1) held bul itheu ilae Looal
of '3 comupeny hed been broien, that tne eae. 7 V&S

(30,0
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(i11) Contd:- - .
aqomin, in larje nuwbeTe down tae vi.1ley ¢nC ro.d
throa,h 0.30. cad thet our porte hed been driven bick
210 . 1ine 'J.ﬁ.f‘l.ﬁ'.g - J.B:b-ﬂ-?- {u‘hﬁ TeLcrve ﬂﬂm}ﬂny
("a- Compeny 1%, Fitilion) wee vt once lLent 1o
reinforee tho leit ¥lomi «ni the lot, arigeds wos <eked
f0x . nother compeny to replice the relerve comp-n; énd
for t70 more comp.nite of let, Bettollon; onse to be
cent to J.11.d. the other with two Vic.ers Guns to
J.11.b. 93+ eowyeny let. Settilion wat &ent to reilace
the recerve cowpeny «nd '0" «nd -u' cowpenies lst,
Wtielion under .o JOr AULLUIVLW WeTe cont to the left
Pleon: £t 10 € om. in cniwer to this ru uwest. In
vddition one eompeny of 2nd. ttalioa Irom X auVasss To
w.e sont to the sunken roed in J.l6.Db.

Shroushout thi: period 1et, drigsade EHeedquuriers
vnl the trtillery wer. xept woll informec of the
JTO;TesE of evenie,

Uy 9 ¢.m. we hed regoincd couplete eomntrol in
<hic sector né encmy wWaei endswvourin, to 4l in on
the 13506 ..e0.8.7.0. = £eT+0.7:4. - o7, Centrel -
;il‘dl - .i:.n.lliﬂi - .T-ﬁ-d- - J-ﬁ-h. - BIEUu - .-Ulzgu
arin, ¢hie c¢ime he w.r hirmcsed by Zfire from our
wriillery, mashine junt end riflee cll the time. I
1: ectim ted vhet the unemy ewsualtier 1f front of this
b ttalion nuuwbcred weil over U ).

the fitu.tion remasin.d it above during the whole
ot the 15th, dbut Gurin, the ni ki 15th/16th suoh of
the enomy -8 hod been Cble to protect theinse lves by
the hettily du, eover withirew to their min line.

(1v) ..otion of liwt. iechine Gun Com).ny.
HAgpoeition.

cub~-cection: on the rigsht cov.ring the iront
of the 3 . Batuelion.
cection on he left coverin; the front of the
4th. . ticlion.
3 Secticn in referve in LUIGHID ..
2 Sub-gection:. 4in recerve 4in J.30.0.
he vhole compeny wis undey the comaend of the
COLps Ny G Omuk NAE T,

~otion.

T ———— L ——

he two sub-teotione on the rijhi did not come
into wetion, the ord. buttcelion bein, &ble 10 Leey
the enems off with ite own .ewil Gunt.

she mection oa tho leit wef plieed undexr the
ordeyr of the g.¢. %th. bettalion «t ihe besinming
of the <ation.

vhe two left .uns only oi thic section céme into
cetion &f followe i

Gun €% J.12.% 4 Centrel fired &) roximate ly
£,000 rouncs ir direct fire &t Temget of Ifrom 900 to
N0y yerdt «t tergete chiexly im Lq.Z.l. The jmn
vemx-ined in cetionm in thir posivion throujhows the
period o1 thu «tiecli.

un ot Jo5.De7,1 fived ¢ oproxim tely 5.CJC
vrounde in direct fize : t raenget of from 80 ©0 OUL yae.
It if estimcoted that thit pun ccoounted for 60 of the
eneuy, Jhe sun rew.ine! in sotlion ia ihis poeition
throu_hout the Ii_ht.

vhe sceiion in refteryr ot LOI WIN. &t dbout
7 ¢ ., W £ by brig.ie ordexs pliceld &t the difposcl
0f  L.ue 4the. b T« lion,

(El Tic:l]

-
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(1v) Contd:-

she 0.0., mechine _,uwn cowmpe-ny 0t into iouwh with the
QaU., &the botwolion ¢ 1o the cisvoeliion of the
gcotion -nd pliced tly _Juoe a6 2 0L1OWE ;-

1 Sub- ection in J.1%7.0. to brin, indiscot iire on to
e speny dioin, in, in .7,

the otavr cub-seetion jjorth end "outh of
ANU.51:% in J.6.6.

Jhe sub-tection in J.17.0, fire. ayproxim.fely
2.0uU Pounds Lrow thit _otidion bui the r egnlt wee
wobserveld. ..t «bout 9 € .m. they vere woved by order
of ths C,U,, 4th, buti lion tc ositione ot J.12.4.7.5.
eni Jeld.8.1.7. from which the 1left _un fred cnothey
4.000 rounds «t {; fosuwy w-chime un and Hoett doth in
-.eleo, Uhe ¥i kU zun ot no darget. he eub-tection
rew-incd in these letuey otivions to ‘ho end of ihe
wotion. he gub-fteotiocn [orith «ndl (outh of BOU.LILE
Fired eporoiactely 1500 rounde <t whe wnemy Al zxing
in In J.6.D. <l remcined in theee poeiiions shrouzh-
-out the cctioy.

Jho two cub-tecations ia Yercrve o% J.33.5.
wexe by orcesi of the byd ide moved ot . bouu 6 ¢ .m.
into < pocition o0i re.dinece in the ctun.ein roud J.23.
dui AL not ocome into wection.

“he o:ifw-lider cuficre’ by the eomxny were
6 ovhey runiy wounded .

(v} wofdon of tho lef, .ws. L.T.ide B ttery.

“he B ttcry wel inp rererve in J..Uil ... «nd
did nov eowe into -otion.

aftexr the (cidop 1 _un wat ewpliced $n
JJE»«I‘GUU.E{T anc 1 wt Jilznt-i G‘Entrhl and t‘lfﬂ QOYE velre
brouzhs w) in suygport.

(V1) 3¢l ede Leserver.

ot the be dinidn; ol the wetion the yeserve
in the hends of the brijadce coumcinder consitted of
the 1ct. and 2nd. bottelions, 2 ceotiont o7 1st, wah-
~in¢ jun eompany <and let. Li.l.ile Beticry, “Yhey were
put into the i hy ¢ follows ;e

The lct. b trelion wes £ent us 4: rce . onse to
ce. lls fl‘Di.l the U-G-, ch- bf-ttilliﬂn to f'u;;:_‘;ﬁrt thétt
b tuelien, two comw nies in :rmecoession Dbe ing rent w»
w0 vepleoce th+ recerve comy:ny, two compxnies bein;,
vemd clreet 1o suL.oxt the lefe 2l.nt,

“he 2nd o bedielion (v B8.30 ¢.mn. Sent two
OOupunic s o swore ke 1lth. botielion, om the richt
of vl dwd. bri, Ce, 'nt &3 <bout o ¢ .m. cent one
BOWPeNy 0 JWl06.D. YuC(y Lox we vhers recuired.

Jhou,h Tencrel IESLLIN'S le®™ flipd wes
threctencd &t (he tianc he showed julys went in sending
¢f Re Aid %o ruport the more hirdly pwerted 31d.
bri-de xishv ¥lcml: eince by doinm, 60 he rotected hie
ova lelt.

Two com xnies of <né. buticlion then remuined
in hi¢ h o ndc <5 brigcde resexrve.

<he two tectiont of let. mechine sun com uny
were ueod & stated in pxe. 6 (iv).

tho 15t Lellews B Utery war noT USE(: £80
®r., 6 (v).

7. e il U on the DEL.w Ridi.li..-

(1) Jhe Ivisele wue ;'1.1.-:3;;#.15:&{ & follovsi s =
1lth. Juttelion in line on the rizht.
lzih. 3 tvelion in line om the leth.

(P-T:O-J
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(1) Contd:~

10th. Bettwlion ( 2 compctnies in recerve to
( 11th. batvelion.
( 2 compéntes in Drigede
( Regexve in Eqo.J.7 &nd 8,
( Horth of RELUMEYTZ.
(
(

2 companies in reserve to
lath. Battslion.
( 2 conpanieg in Brigade Rea-
(-exve 21t MORCHIES.

ord. awe. Miahine Gun Coy.
L vections &tiached to l1llth. Bettalion.

1 Seoction attéched to 12th. Battalion.
1 B8ection in reserve at LORCHIIS.

ord. Aus. L.T.M, Battery. In Reserve -
1 Section 8t MORCEITE.
1l Seetion at ARLLICOURR.

9th. Battalion

(11) The 11th, Battelion occupiecd & fromtage of &pprox-

-imately 3.500 yards on the followiug lile D.30.8.1.4.-
D"mlaléio o Bl%-d.-?"* - B'alibl5i-4 - Dnzl.&.o.é.
"Li" eowpany on the right, "C" in the 2eatre, LY oa the
1eft, etgh heving ome of its platuons in close supourt.
"B" esompeny was im reserve om & line D.28.8.7.8 - Wy
De2l.4.5.0. In #dcdition two companies of 10th. Baitslion
disposed as follows :- One Company in Sunken Road
DecBec. 1I&lf &4 coumpany D.23.2.4.4, half & COossNy
De29.c.3.2. were in reserve to 1lth. Rattalion.

At 4 €.n. the eneuny placed &n intense barrage on
the dicquet 1’ne which ics%ed until 4.15 e.m. At
4.15 2.m. the eminy sitasked all glong the dattalion
iront &nd bLroke through "C" compeny. The ensmy then
68tablished Limself on the high ground in D.23.0. from
which b.eitiua he seriously thieatened "AM gom Eny .,
Half "C" eompéany 10ih. Battalicn which was in cliose
8upport fo the 1lth. Battalion wae deep2tehed to gupport
"e! company, the other half cowpsany to support "C"
company ¢f 11lth, Battalion,

The half company sent to "A" company made &
gallant courter-2ttack which drove the enenmy fiom ths
threatening poeitica in D.23.¢. &nd agcounted for 50
of the gnemr killed.

"u" company however, wis ha>lly presaed and
withdrew graduclly imtil its right Teuched s point
0.29.4.5.0, thus conforming witn :ho movement of the
4th. Battalion on its right. Iis cenive picquet was
now euriounded, and baving used up ius anruaition, it
charzed bask through the enewy wa sn ope baronet.

Ideut. POik who led the chavge was killed &nd only a
smell remnant zot Lack., Tuc lel: picguet of this
gompany under Lieut. ILYOUS held wvnt efter "¢ ¢.rpany
on his left had been briken whereby giving time for
the organisaticn of & sopoust lins &3 voj ~OWS ;=
De29.d.5.0 - D.2%.86.0,0 - ’held Ly the uubroker nueleus
of "4" company) with ‘;a- "I ecripany &€a8 Lae whlle ¢t
‘a'" company l0th. Battalicn beldlug the s'ckea :oed in
D.28.6. The latiter eunpasy had been 2ecat tu llth,
battelion from brigade 1eserve a2t about 6.0 &.m, &8
the mituation here svpeared eriticsl.

(P.7.0.)
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=
(i1) Contd:-
Bt company of 11th. battalion originally in support
hz2d not bean moved 28 it held & line D.28.8.6.9 -
D.21.3.5.0. well suited to stew aa eueny &ivavse. The
gellent eation of tls picquat uvialer Lisut. LiDWS!'
comnend unloubtedly ssved the g2itaastion in this losal-
-1ty but the whole post wes lest ia mekling this vssist-
-anse.

"o gompany 8lthouzh heavily atiackedl susceopaed
in holding its positicn taxoushoit the A&y wotwihbulsand-
-ing tha’ 112 ghe fleuk was 0p%33d Oy tns faliiag
bagk ¢f Y gunmsny aad the lefs figak exp.acd v7 tuc
£81lins bHack of the 12th. basialion. Tuis solpany was
reinforced early In the astion by half ol "D" conpany
10th. bettalion.

&t ébout 10 8 .. the batislicn wes farther
reinforeed Ly 2 surpauies from the 2nd. patilalion Ist.
brigade vide para. 6 (vi).

The ememy 4id not ma¥e any furiier PrOZre8s On
the front of the 1lth. betta—icu, s daxg in &1 an
averuge distinee of 200 y&rds ficm oy Jinc. Through-
-out the day, "L" oompany was heacivlly suselled and &t
dusk the bittdlion commander reintorced This compsany
by bhalf *B" compsay.

(111) The 12th. Battalion osccupied = frontige of

cpproxime tely 3.000 yerds on the following line :-
H.M¢b-0-3 - DlzolE"Ou'? - Dllél‘u'i? ua e ﬂ-lsnﬂ-‘g:-‘? =
C.18.b.5.8 ~ C.12. Centrél. 411 four compinice were in
the 1linc in the following order from the left :- "D",
“-ih“|. HBH’ Hcﬂ;.

Lazch asompiny found one or more picqguets, no
piogust being of less strength than one pliétoon. The
remkining platoons of the companies were in elose
#upport.

&4t <bout 4 2.m. the enemy &ttccked simultane-
ously &11 zlongz the front of the 12th. bactalion and
on the front of the 20th. battellion whizi was the right
flanx battzlion of the 2nd. Aus. Division. The right
o the 20th. battzlion wae driven beck and with it the
tvo ledt sentry zproups of "D* compény. This exposaed
the left Tlank of D" eompany. Frontal attacke on VA"
end "D" ecompanies were delivered in grealV strength and
"A" company was pressed back by sheer weight of nmunmbers-
estineted at 10 to 1, to the sunken roed in C.24.4,
ecarrying with it part of "“BY coupany. "D" company hed
now to deal with attacks from the Zrurt and from both
flanks and to &void being eut off, ZJepisin WWIES, 0.C.
"D" company ordered the company to “reek “through to the
rear; this they did closely dresced Lty tle enemy. Iwo
officers, sbout 5C pen and three Jewic Cuis sSrTecesdesd
in getting through. The remsinde:r o¢f "B" corpsny then
withdrew its seniry posts to its picqret liie &rnd tlirew
out & dafensive flank on the left from walch the snenmy
was hept under & comstant fire. "I company can the .
right held its groumd.

while the 2 laft flank vompavies wsie thus being

regsed back the enowy Workiag roanl oure left flank

a4 reached LAGRICOURT shortly arflsr 4 8.m. hal capiursd
the section of the 21s¢t. wmainine 30y. in C.17.4.

&8 described later 1In pars., 8 (ii)db, and had over-run
the guns of the 2ad. A.F.a. Brigade enpl=cnl oun the
West of ths village uader the orders of the 2nd. &Lust.
Division.

(2.2.0.)
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The enamy spent something over &a hour in the village
dset ro suns and looting, &nd &t &bout 5.30 &.m,
bagan to atteck from the wvillage "4A" company in the
ewien >ved C.24.4. where the company hed R31iei. The
&tteok was dellivered £ronm frout flan™ a.d icer, but was
beaten off with heavy Losse® owing mainly to tlie lceer-
-8hi> of Captain EKEWLANDS. Ia the course of tlis 5 8ck
the eneny placed & nmaclLiue gim te entiiade the Surien
Rogd veopled by the coxpany; seeing thie, Sgl. FLITLD
of "A" ocompeny &ttacked the mechine gm single-hénded,
bombing &nd killing *he whole crew &nd captuxing tlke gunm.

48 socn af 11 was realised thet the ewumy was
in LaGHICOURT, @ composite platoon was orgauised froa
the persomnel at e¥%tallon headquarters &rd tLis »latoon
wder Lieut. TEBSTER, latelligence Qitiacer, aitecked the
village. The eawmy, howeseyr, were in cvelvlelirdrg
s8trength and ths platoon 83fter logirg ifs ur'vise:,
HL.0. &nd eevera. men woes forced tc wii.iisw. The
gction of this platcon however, pre~ericd tre ensuy
from oocupying the Sunken Read in &.25.h. for whieh
poeition he would hbive been able ti %ske the & iy in
C.24.d. in rear. about the same tiume, ihe rersinler of
the battslion headquarters, consisting of batmen,
Bignallers, eooks,etc., lined the road near batialion
hecdquariors in C.29.8.4.1. and openad fire on thLe exnemy
£% C.23. Ceantral.

< Vicksrs M.G. mounted for L.A. duty was brought
into astion at C.29.8.4.5. and ca1cit the exeyr who were
clustering a&round the bettery &t ¢.23.4. infiletizg
mny cisuclties and driving them away from the guns,
The asation of this mackins gun 8xd the party *rom
batta lion hesdquerters delayed the enemy wmiil the
arrival of the two leadirg coupanies of the Jh. batt-
-21ion which were being hurried up from ¥WT 3. On
arrivel these two compSuied manned & suaskexn »osd near
bettalion headgiarters avi pounssd & heavy »ifls and
lewis Gu» fire into the ousmny a% & rergu of 20) yerds.
This chscked tae ememy's $ivéd e 8nd c2uslsd them severe
césualtiies, ‘The enemy thea tried to outflauk sheae
compaaies on the West bul the prompt sctin of sur
artillexry shecied §21s wovement, & third edmpa~y of the
9th. battalion aow reiuforced at this poyint wails ths
fouria compaay took up & position in sunkes r02d T.5.b.
to protect MORCHIZE oun the West whilsg "3" company ithe
last 2vailable company of 10th. battalisn) was o.iszved
to teke up = position in sunken road in [.6. 6. ani 4.
to cover the Raat of MORCHIES.

The mining platoons of ths brigade querterel in
the vicinity of MORCEINS were also orlered to iine tne
road in I.1l2.Db.

At 7 a.m. three counpanies of 9th. batislion with

"A" company 12th. battelion a%tacked end drovs the
eneny out of LAGNICOT ™ . co-operation with the 20%th.
battalion of the 21d. 3.s. Divieion. Meny of the enemy
were eut off in DAGEHIIURY and captured.

By 9 8.5, omn 1uae was restorsl on the left and
by 11 &.m. the @de noslivion wag no-ma. easent fox
the ehelling o¥ 1AGTICUIRD.

During the 2ngub 15/16th, the picgues 1iae was
sfwongthened &nd tue 2th. battalion was soab w2 i close
support to the “ox5 flank of the 3rd. Iwipuae Fecudb.

dhile the ememy was in LAGHICCUR®, ue susccceded
in destroying s gune, butsev:wul othese walch he nad
Preptred for demolition were recoverel before they were
destroyed. :

(P.D.0.)
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(131) Contd:-
156 prisoners were téken by us on this flank, :vhile
the suomy clsutlties on the front of the leit Ixigale
are estimated &t from 1.000 to 1.500 kilied snl mauy
woundedc.,

(iv) 3rd. Brigade M.G. Ccmpany wes dispcsel &8 fullowss-

2 8ectiuvns Stigehed to 1lth. battalion, 7 gwns exvlaseld

to cover vhe front lince (vide wip) ona gon ju roserVs

& R T Y Y O

ltsgu'?ia:u s (4achsd to 12th. battalion &l11 ermpléced to

gover rxoat line.

1 Section in brigéde resServe near MORCHIBS (T.6.4.)
4cticn,

2 +“he 2 mections &t ths disposal of £.0. 117h.

ttelion 5 gans séue Andc &3Nila 83 ZULLONE -

Gun &t J.5.8.8.3 Ffired dusrizg the moruliag 5.000 pouuls

on tergeca geueeily in 2¢3.0.23, 5. &od C. Wolca Wove

under dizrect Tire ab rsages 01 £oum L.N0OJ 0 L.B30J yas.

Owing to eaeumy sheliing, ihe gua noved 220 juris Feed

where it 2g2in came into actioa, xemining taere Iir

the rast of the day.

Gun ¢t D.29.64.1.5 fired 500 rounis at 1.000 ye-ds ienge

aginst enemy moving 2geinst gr from TAIECLE GOYSH

(D.18.d.) Ths gun wWas then moved undzs 21ds.8 of C.0.
11 th. betta’irn to & position in J.4.5. ferom wuish

poeition ww mcie turgets prassaiel Tiamioleds,

Gw &t D.28.0,3.8 fired 2,500 ruuais maialy agaiast

taxrzets in D.23.b. end D.2%.8. After firiag 2070 rounds
the gun was moved to & higher position 200 yards West
whense the whole of the big ridge bounded by the 100
metro contour could be swept. 7This wes done when the
front of 'OV company 1llth. battelion was broken. HFrom
this position a few direci fire targeta were obfained
in 8gs.D.22.c. Gnd 4.

Gun &t D.B7.8.3.4 fired 1.000 rounds &t direct targets

&t ranges from 1.500 to £.000 yerds meinly in 3q. D.15.
The gun remained in the same position throughout the
&etion.

Gun €t D.25.b.6.8 fired 1.000 rounde st direct targets

2t rangee from 1.200 t0 1.800 yards meinly in D.lb.c.& 4.
Ti#s gun also remained ip position all day.

The remeining guma of these 2 sections obteined no
tergets &nd were kept in fheir positions as & reserve

of fire, the reserve guns at J.3.2.3.6. being emplaced
et U.25.4.9.9. to command LaGNICOURT - DOIGHMIES Road
from dirscetion of LAGUICOURT.

0f ths left section undsr the orders of C.0. 1l2%h.
battalion O guns came into sction &5 followe :-

Gun 2%t D.19.8.5.,4 fired 1.500 rounds at direet targets

at ranges from 200 to 1.800 yarde mostly in S¢8.D.19.%.
end D.l3.¢, inflicting very heavy césualties.

the rotirement of the enemy from LAGHICOUET this gun
effeetuslly cut off the retrect of 40 to FO Garmans

who had teken ¢over in D.19.8, @nd these fearing to

fase the fire of the gun, surrendcred. &t & later stcge
tho emeny endeavoured to cover his retirement by rifle
fire from sunken ro&ds in D.8.c. but was dispersed by
the fire of this gunm.

Gun at C.18.4.8.8 wes cavtured with the whols of its

toam, and liitie is Inown of its action, but from the
ompty belte &nd esrtridge cases round ths gum position
end from the evidence of Cé&ptain NEVLANDS who saw the
gun in sotion, this gun fired some hundreds of rounds.

(P.7.0.)
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«10e
(4v) Contd:-
Qun at C.18.0.3.4 fired 1.250 rounde 81l in direct fire

at rapgos from 100 to 800 yards.

During “uc astion tlhe gun wes gsuncessfully withdrawn in

auo chssice 8veges or sktont 200 jerde to c.24.b.3.1.

bringing Cestrusiive fire oun the ensmy from each position.

At C.24.b.3.1. it Jodued 2 oomphuies 18th. battalion

and s pported toew thxovghout the remtinier of the ectiom.
Gurs jin Brigewo Redsei/c were tmder the ordeis of

6.0.C., %vd. Brigade PUU 14 pusition round NOILEILS in
Sge.I.5. and & to cover This villege end the guws 1in
the vicinity.

fotsl cumurition sxpenditurs of tho company in the
sotion was 15.200 rounds of which 13.00C were uead in
umﬁt fire.

{(v) Action of the 3rd. Aul. %.7.M, Batitery.

™he battexy remainal in res8erve, ODA section at
MORCHIIS and ona section st FRUMICOURT.

(vi) Action of ReBServées.

On the 14th. tue brigade ocomriander had 2 bettalions
g8 brigsde reacive, the Sth. at MORIIIES the 10th. ne&r
RLUNEZ, but in anticipetion of an ail@ck vy tle eneny
ke poved v on the evening of l<4th. 2 ecomy&nies of 10%h.
e ttalion in eless support to 1lih, battallon, &l Le
put £ coupanics of the Sth. tatialion &t MORCHIES, in
support to leth. battaliorn., Tae wisdom of this was
appsrent when the enemy atlacked, Ffor owing *o TLhe
extonded front tho distunca from the Talgade “mAteXve to
the fropi line was suchk ihat reinforcensy™0 vl the
brigade reserve ocouléd not have errived in tims *o
euppors the batteliops 12 line.

This left iu the hends of the Brigsde Ccimender
at the begiuniag of the &ction :=-

2 Guurenies of 9th. battalion in MOFRCHIES, *

2 C.npanies of 10th. batitslion near TTATINEDZ .

1 Seavion 3rd. Msohine Gun Compsny unesr MORCHIES
(1.6.4.) 2nd the 3rd. 4.L.TM. Battery &t MORCHIES and
FRUMICOURT.

phey were used as follows i-

1 Compsry 9th. battalion was esemnt to support 12th.
bettzlion ént with the other 2 companies of Svk.
praviously &ttached to the loth, mede the swcceceful
counter-attoclk of LAGNICOURT vide pare, 7 (iii).

1 Company 10th. bettaelion wea sanl %0 arpport
11th. dbattalion exd helped to foim the line wivica
stayed the enemy's 2dvance vide pait. 7 (1i1).

The remdining compéenies 1 of Sth. and 1 of 10th.
were exmployed for the proteciion of MORCHTTS ard tlhe
bheavy guns in that vicinity, &8 wes &lsc ‘ue Section of
Srdi mechins gun company. The L.T.M, Baitory wat not
used.

8. Aotion of the Divisional M.B. Goy. (2let.k.G. coy.)

(1) Dispositi u. .

2 Sections in the right brigade sector in t
NORCEIES ~ HBAMLL:?Z Iiue under the orders ¢f 0.C. 21st.
pAchine gur ¢oLLEUT.

2 Secticns ir the le®t brigude sesctor ors seation
being distributed on tle N.B. 8uC €. of LASNICOTER “ur
the defeuce 0:f tuai vi sage K the other beirg sciwenirdtled
E.W. of the 7ilisge 4u Mring Inldizect fire ou wn Q.FAINT,
both sections muei uhe owdesg >f the C.0. 12¢L. vauvalion.
These 2 ssctions were thus echeloned 1ound the Vil.tge
affording mutual protectlon.

(P.7.0.)
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-n-
(11) 4iotion.

In “he right brigade sector none of the guns
game irio aatlon.

Tn tLe Le’t brigade sector 3 guns of the right
section a1l ome gun of the left section-came into sction
as follows :=~

(2) Bight Seallion.

—— . i S —

Gxa 2v T 1% .C.0.3 cuvered the withdrewsl of

the Seatsy Guoups of - "BT coupgly 12th. batthalion
whea Lhey fell ack tu ths plcgiet 1llue, ad the gun
jtaerf Forl back ia ilvs tuzm o a position farther in
recd; coverel »y tua fire of Ths plaguet. 2.000 rounds
were expenled by this gua at tevgeis within 400 yards
and acceounied fur many of TYhe enewy.

Gm &% f.24.1.0.4 augisted in repelling the

i T

atteck from Ve dlivetion of LAGNISOURT waich was
lounched 8geiust "AT compeny 1l2tu. dautalion when it
veliied in the sunken rosd C.24.d. This gan fired 500
rounds .

gun &t C.29.8.4.5, This gun first mounted at

3-39-345.3. fﬂr &.A. L-I‘.T..':y wWes moval to 5.29.3-4:-5. b?
the ordor of C.0. 12¢1. havtalion anl did valn8 .8
work iu conjuncti.on with the pezsuricl of 12Ua. hattallion.
bezdgaartn=s in sterming the sivaiwae oI the ensumy &8
they came thyough LAGNICOURT? and over the ridge in
C.23.8, vide peis. 7 (iil).

1.700 rounds were fired.

(b) Jefi Sectiom.

Mas sechion wa® 1.000 yerds behind the front
1ins clong the O olon Rwod in 8.C.0Y .4,

At 4 2.w. when the crowe ware iu the act of
*standing to" aceurdiag to the vsual cusiom, the guns
were MELed Withuus warrizg by wmeiry lasze nwashers of the
exany conixg vver the sprr lu C.l7.c. aud do fron the
direciion ¢ HULATAL, No mwmael gm Zive or ausketry
fire hed heuvn reurd by the scctlon vefore ‘the onemy
was on tcp of Shela.

Gue gua only of the four menaged to swing round
to its reay i1 ilire to briag 2ire on o the eneny &%t 8
range of 15 yaude and swecseded In Kilijvg 8even of
them.

The s4rength 0f the enony ceen coning over the
gpur was estimaced at a wedtalion,

Phe guns wWers emprced 1o tle eusltern ovank of &
desp sunken roald &ud the eneny houled tThem fiom the
western hank, tlLvs cuttisg of? aszape. One viftieoT
and Six other rexnks maréged to gol &wey ce8xryiug with
thenm one guu which had besu aiomovnted the nigut Lefore.
Being hard pressed they Shrev tle gun into & diteh and
escsped. The gun bhes uot been Tecovered.

Tne remeining tares gus were captared by the
ensmy, 88 wers alro 1 offiecer eud 2C others of the
section. One vther raal was later found degd.

. ACTIOXN of the DL VISIONAL MEER Ve =

e —— e

A8 Buull a3 surosxetion reéched Diviaional Hekd .-
-gquarters to inlicuie thét the enemy was SellovAly attack-
-ing, two battalions of the vecexve DLigtle were a1 once
ordered to s8iand to and at 5.30 &.;m. WET were to
mBroh, the 8tu. dailelion fyom VILESTS auw XS to
MOSCEIDRS, tle 7tu. bevtailon from FPREMICOULT end VILIZERS
gu FIO3 to BRAUMBTZ. By tne time thesc batialioans reotched
their destinations ivhe situstion h&d been restored and
nedther of them oc8me into cetion. (P.7.0.]
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wlfe
9 Qontd:~
The Sth. Bz?d.o of 5th. dust. Dvianion wan alna pade
dvaliable ord the 29th., battalion was moved en BRAIMRYE,
the 32nd. battalion on WQIOHITS, but by the time thay o
crrived at their destinations the situation was in hand
end their servieed wers not célled upon.

I deeided, however, to inarecce my strength on the
&dveénced line u? i1esistance as this was the seoond stren-
-uous action in which the troops hsd been sngaged 4
the week, I cxdlauicl, tiucrefore, that each brigads sector
8hould be helld with tizee “atialions in the l1ine and one
in reserve clcee 40 the Letuallosns din wile,

Two Bo%valicuns of tas 214h. Iigodo were PRt at my
disposal to men the Coupe main lins oFf +33i3tance, thus
freeing the 4wo beticlions cof 2T Lwdoxve Lrigzale waieh
bad previously garritousd it. I therofore muved the
whole of my resexrve Lrizede cn to & line, MORGIIVS - |
BEAUMETZ - J.34. whexe & new lime of defenze was construot.-
~8d.

10. ARTILLERY JLI1I0H.-

Tue work of the 5th. Australion Divisional Artilleyy
We8 of a vely high order. Il vespouled very eadily to
8ll o2lls male wpon it, and egeinied the infantyry in
every poesible way, Its fire was pariienlariy effoctive
ageinst the enemy duriug the reiirermenty o 'y a8in line
and inflictod very meuy sssualties. The report of the
Q.R.as in the oppendices gives 4ae dajails,

The F.0.0's aguin proved one of the moet reliable
Dsana of obtaining information, -

11. BIEEHCTH of thoLNELY.-

from the stetemants of prisoners taken by us in thia
fighting end from identificstions Secured it 4ppears that
the folicwing four eneuy diviaions took pért in the
&ttcalk :« 41k, Irsats Diviajon, 38tL. Division, 2ud, Gwrd
Ressrvo Division, 3:1d. Guard Division.

It 18 e3timated that 16 bettalions of the enemy
were actuslly engtyel.,

The objeate Of the enemy atteck are stoted by prison-
-8Y® to have been (a) to ooculy the villases near our
front line, to capture or destriy as meny o7 our guns om
boasible, to find out our dispositions, suli aftey holding
the village for 24 hours to witadrew - (b) to Amprove the
morele of hir troope by en easy vis ey,

It ia estinated that the enany efti 1.500 to £.000
dedd on the front of this divisioa, ar1 il is known that
Rny were wounded. Our artillory coahinvad %o inflict
casualties during the whole time urill “iLe Tinal with -
-drewal of tkc cucny.

We ceptured 160 priscners and 1 Mashine Gun.

12, I attach herowith the following &ppendices
(1) Map showing the distribution of troops inm the |
divieiuial esctor pricy Tu tha sevadok,

(11) Btatemcnt of vux szoudlties aud o ;
ldchire Guwe damoged, gé&puared and lost also

Jtétement of lossges in rersomnel and material
inflicted on the enomy.

(114 ) inepo.rt of CoRsA. S5th. Australisn Divieion.

L1 ]

Commanding lst. Austrelian divisien.
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13-

aPXTBNDIIX FNo. 2
2o

~BEIOXT om the RMLY . T2:CL on 1ot. LUSTRE LLAN

0¥
- C-SULLTIES for pcried NOON 1éth. to HOGN 15th.
OFFICIRS.
JAlled, Woundcd. kiseing. Total,
3 d 6 24
Othsr Rénks.
Killed, wounded. Miesinz.
4" 2% 385 794
728
SFEERZTEEE
2, MoZXRIAL Lost and Destroyed.
(1) Gspturad dy thr cncnmy
Vickcre achine Guns 5
Iﬁ"iﬂ -1 " ?

-------- B O g T ge o

(11) Destroycd by tho cmemy.
Mold wrtillery 4, 18 pavs,

These guns werc in
Howitser d, 4'5" ; our &rea, were
&ttached to 2nd. Aus.
Divisivn and were
empleced by that
) Division.
3, CoB8ULLTIES inflictcd on tha enemy.
(1) ZPricomere taken 160
(11) BEstimated killed 1.500 to 2.
(111) Bstimated wounded over 1.000 i
4, WalRIeL Ceptures.

1 kdehine Gun and mounting.
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APPENAI x No. 5/‘

.PEB!Q;E Yo, 9

20
REFORP on the EMIWY »DPECE
OB

388, AUSTRALLLY

16th april, 1917.
RARPORTD.

0i OPLRALIOND (5th. £ UB R LL-3 DIVIE

ENEMY OOUNTER--DLWAS oM 1st. LUST, A vISION LINC, DURING MORHING

e

OF 15%h 4PRIL, 1917.

het vy mized bEXraze
L.GEICOURT and thofe of the

tine he berrcged
vicinity of D.22 and 25.
those of the 14th. F.&.
eaupport in osse of atteck.
werpsu and 0pense

All

fr;:;nt ratil 5.45 a.m.
to0 have

on Our
left wus repuriec

prigade,
Guuntar-mﬂoruﬁ were abt omcé

a pentrelieing fire.

beon driven -n.

after 4 &.m today, 15tL inst.,the enemy put
ovexr our
2n .« 28T
of LONICOURY spd in the vieinity of HC & UT L.
neevily et HIGTLG,

1ires to the N.E. of
pivieion to the Hoxth
At the pam@

16 I00URY, and in the
5th. 4.D.A. Batteries inoluding
stoocd to, end prepared to

.10 and 4.30 &.u.
but no report of
the infantry
soupany on the sxtreme
U> to this tims,

4n faot, epo-iE recel.ved from Lialson officer with infantry

brigadee aund battalions

Previvonsly howsver, et
yeogivel TIrom
Ny-Asion),

B a.l3.~
reyorte wars
(covering 2nl. A.

L.OEICOURY sn0d Was thesatening to eaplure
wently thet the guns had

Rrizade, &and £EuLSEQq

ani the persomncl

»locze, aftar a ghort

Op receipt of the

14th. #.4. Brigade Wb iufo

5-30 ﬁ- -m--

royorted by the
been Ariven back.

At the same time an
D.24.:.6nd 0. &nd D2ded o
directior of RLICOURR,
attention of
w05t were ove
nr{ heavy &ttacks
cepbined Infantry and

6 C.m.~ About thic 1ime
e 1loone reported in the air,
being attacked by k.G fire
wes ireffeotual.

B.00 6.Me~

0y 2|3 LGHT.

*he enemy
benk from K.E6.
engsged by the 7th. Battery,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

thﬁ 4thu AM‘:
first that the encmy had reached

2t .45 &.m. the company
lieicon Officor,

(ebout K.7.¢.),
1" gnd "B Groups. One OF
rwhelmed and driven in.

At 6.30 a.m. the gitubtion wWsR a8 followe

was Teported to
Central to K.20.

jndicated no chunge.
E-'hO'I.'l.t 4-50 E.m. &nd 5!55 "lmi

piv. drtillery

the. 2nd- ‘.'FI'A'
been abandoncd

o thavewn after removing sighte and breech
fizht at
former O
rmed and ordexel.

zoint blank range.
£ these reporis, the C.C.

up hie tedns.

on the extreme left was
zrd. Inf. Brigade, to have

:tiaox down the main CLMBREL RDe.

towarde BOHRSILS énd & copcidersble meseing of
Gentwel, followed by attacks 1in Thé

enemy in

jemended the whole
two of our small.
HPRKITS aastained

about this time which weTe crushed by
artiliery fire.

there were O eneny zeronlanes and four
tnd the petteries of
from seroplancs flying vVory low.

ng" Group m;;':
a

L]
"

be passing on tha Cansl
Central, were he wgs

"AYW @roup.
e (B220.)
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¥ Appendix No. 5

15~
$.30 &.M. ﬂﬁntﬂ.:-
. Bettalion was reportel maseiny &t K.7.4. Central
on the roed throuzh K.8.8, woere it was being engaged by the
8th. and 10334, Psterice.,

I3 THE. CLITRES.

“—-—-—I-I—"-'—'

the poct at the Chopel neaxr JoI. Centrel hiad been
drdiven in caé the line here Was so7cred by the 9th. Betiery.

The encmy 8till reporied peesing in .22 snd 23 &nd
the re-cntront in D.29; he asvunld also ha Seen &yprusehing
dovn the mein C.MBI RD. ond from TLLPOJE COPSE.

marzcte in this area Were baing eagaged by “B" Group.

03 'M’i II Ao

The enemy wers 8till reported gitacking in foxee &nd
by this time hcd reachof tLa lize of <he T.OLKICOURT - NOMEULIL
RD. Tho 1l4th. F.4. Brigude barrage, gizeched Wy Ideut.
PORTICE of the 14th. F.i. Brigads, who hall been sept forward
ce liaison O0ffdccr to the Lot Battalivon, was dropped to the
in. of the TOGK.,

an cnemy attackcd doveloped abcut this time in D.293.
&. and 4. end D.24.c, but wés making mod NSBAWAY o

7 8.0~ By 7 &.m. the 14th. F.aA. Brigade baxage bed once
more deen ¢vopped, this time to the 1iae »f the road
L.GNLG0UAR - O 22. Be.ired, and toe €327 Scexzd to be fesl -~
-ing tue effeaty of owur so-atep-estacis 2ol the eontinuous
artillery €.ze 50 wafch he was teiar aibjezted. He has
penctrated to tue 3owta of JeCUISUJRY 8d WES beglinning 0
thrcaton MIRIFES., &% als-.t 7.15 &.m. Lowevar, une had
vrotirad oexr she ril3c in c.17.6. ol 2. and a&d withdrewn
f4nto LAGULICURDY. Nuaxre osull &8l be seen ratiring N.E.
elong tuc veilsy in 3.-0. the Hea?y Ariilery DATXIGZC st
thie tine we3s H23ag Virested on the euouy wiye &long the
<UBLST Saileal.

oo cuemy atcut this 4iue hed soumensed to sulfer
very NMeavy 28L1a.%Re8 21 this area avd his worele hsd
obvioucly vezun %o dodeslvittc, Lacge vodiles of (exinans
aould be seeu MeLUiillg GONVER the open rom TAGHICOURT and
the Line NORLUIL eué leiween these places, &nd was cwept with
shrapnel at suoit >Eige.

7.30 € .M.~ &8 the piessure o the loit deorossed %hit on the
cantre incichsed, ihe tlming of ihe enecny &%323:8 hBVILE
eyparently Leen L8871y 30-31cinated. The wegpuunsinilivy of
the 14th. F. 4. Pr.gede was 121 cCasScqrelce exiellwen o tLe
right to D.2C. Ce.tral to relicve “E" Grovp., Tie 8nely
appears st tn’e poxi.3, to have aoptinsed to “tackle zviward
men into the velley ia B.19. &ud D30, aul Yehind tle slope
in D.22. and 23, waere it was wveay &l Syiewlt to get
cbservation for Lvbtillely Tic. 5 comlese Lawrege of 80
lopg & fromt 1Ot valug presitle on aoelauat ol the iypoEs =
-1bility of auppliﬂ.:.lg smmaat4don im acfficient goanivities,
41t W.8 DneceEsary %o wepend on shooting on g3tual ouseived
targete and definlie icoalities, {1 walsn enemy t¥oips were
gusoested of collaating. .in jaylizat this is tle nost
soonomiosl and effeaiive metheld sape3islly woere, &S in this
oese, probable direstion of aiiack héd been presiowdly
marked dowm. Tue attask in tale &red never beuene 80 Serious
a8 4t 414 on the lafe.

at about 7.30 s.m. the enemy hed beon driven back in
ierge rumbere into his owa wize in tront of QUEANT and s0me
oo be Eoen Streaming through & gap in the wize about

DeB .G eDe0e
(P.Tue0s)
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Abpendix No. 5 X

7.30 a,m. Contd:~

lirge numberys were caught hexre it is believed b v
M.0, firc, and #till morec by the Heavy Artillery barrage
&nd the observed fire of 18 pdr. Batterien. His césualties
here must have been large.

at about 7.45 ¢.m. the German artillery ocommenced to
barreze ¢ line bYelwesn LAGHICOURL end LUELNT. Tae &tteaok
mey therefore be ocvatidered &5 covexr &% this time. There
were, however, péviles 0F ensay iofantry still »n our aide
of his wire. OSeveral 27 taese waie ovserved by an seroplene
“nd engeged by caxr Fleld Axtiliezy wilh good effect.
Qbservetion of wousds ¢g wall g3 ftargeis were reported by this
seyYoplane which wu3s doiag eitremel; zuood work ¢t this time,
flying at a low eliituda eiposed 3v cernstant L.4. fire.

8 €.m,~ By this time ths Right lattalivn of the 3rd. Brigade,
whioh h&éd temportxily “e 2 Toveed haclz, hed re-established
iteelf by couater-atiack and heken & Ffew prisomera. It was
raported &t thie etage tidt the three Rignt Scumunies of
the ifeit Battalion hid heid their zround ead tihat the remain-
-1a3 cowpany wes tasa moving forward &gain inflicting heavy
cua8unlties an the enemy.

fhe tarrdage on the lefb ucw mo loazer required, cessed,
&.ndth*bﬂries stood by wailtinzg for opynortunities &nd Zone ;
gallsS.

LAGHICOUAL had been reported re-vecipled and all the
178t guns recovered. JFour 18 pdr. Guns 2and ong 4'5" Howitzer
héd been blown upn, but the remainiler were sarviceable and
eame into action apain latexr ia the day,

with che sxoentlon of rapovie of enemy troope in the
vicinity o L.23. and D.24. the sltuasion efter 8 &.m.
remained normnl.

Prigconere taken bdelong (o the 23nd. Guard Reserve
JAvicion and state thad tacir ordews were to caniise
LaGUICOURY amd HOARUIL, destruy ths Guns in LAGHICOURT and
bold the caldturud lins for 24 lours with & view to discover-
-ing our dispositions ond intentlons.

Reporte recevied from Group, iIiaison and F.0.0'e
concernel, are attached for information.

: (eigned) J.D. LaVaRaCX, MRJor.
Brigede i&jor, 5th, iurtralian Divisionsl artillery.
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