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J\' FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION, AM{X No. W a
REPORT ON OPERATIONS SEPTFMBER, 17th-<Znd.
PRELIMINARY o 1. puring the first week in feptember the Pivielon wis

given the gonmerel plen of attack, and on the 9th Sept.
& prelimingry Divisionsl order wes issued &llotting
objectivos %o Inf.Bdes. &nd g:lﬂ:f an outline of the
arrengenonts for artillery supporv.

COANCE. 2. Reconneissanse wes commenced &5 soon as the plan of
= fand = attack hed been definitely formulated &nd by the 18th
Sept. overy officer of the attscking brigades had re-
connoitred the routes forward, the position of &ssembly
by dsy 2nd by night, 2nd in sddition &8 much of the
und, over which the atteéck wes to be made, 2s could
gseen from our lines. In &ddition to the above re-
conpeicsance large parties of officers snd N.C.O's
were sent o the model mear OUDEKDOM, on which the con-
£i gusration of the ground amd the verious phases of the
attack were carefully explained.

QUTIINE OF PLAE 3. (8) The attéck was ordered to be carried out by the
OF ATTAGY.  &nd and dra Aus.laf.Bdes. comménded by Brig-Gencral
JoHEANE, CoMeGeg DeSal., 8nd Brige-Gencral H.G.BEHNETT,
C.ll,G. On the right &nd left respectively, snd with
the lstclius.inf.Bde. commeénded by Brig-Genercl
W LESSIIE, CoM.G. in Divisional Reserve, (vide lst Aus,
Div.Order Ho. 35 deted 18th Septr. 1917. sttsehed)

(b) The three objectives allotted to the Division

are shown UE, end GREEN lines respectively
on mep wan LtbooReds " '

(¢) The Brigedes were each ordered to attaeck the
first objective with ore battalion, the second with |
& second battalion &nd the third objective with the re-
me&ining two battalions.

(d) In crder %o 2llow time to ensure complete

mopping up during esch stege of the advance, &nd to
S ve battaliorns deteiled for the second cnd Eh:lr& ob=
ectives tine to form for attack = psuse of 4 hour

wes ordered on the first objlective sndea pause of 2
hours on the second.

4, (=) on the night 16/17th Sept. lst fus.Inf.Bde.

took over the Divisicnel bettle front exitending from
Jeld.0 85,90, to J.8.c.70.60, Hnifiﬂa the 47th Division
in the line, and on the following day, the 17th fepir,
the bettalions of the Znd and 3rd Brigades detailed for
the first objective (6th and 11th Bettelions) moved
forward to Z1LLEBBEEE BUND and HALFWAY HOUSE respectively,

(b) On the night 18th/19th Septr. the 6th and 11th
battealions took over the battle fronte of the 2nd and
ord Aus.inf.Bdes, respectively, the relief being carried

out under the orders oL the G.0.C, let Aus,Inf,.Bde.

(¢) By & pe.m. on 19th Sept. the Headquarters &nd
Infantry of the Division were disposed 2s follows ;-

Divisionsl Head quarters WALKER WAMP, He 87,077,
ist Aus . Inf.Bde,
Headqurrters

_ rs HALFJAY EOUSE.
let Battalion, CHATEAU SEGARD.
Znd Battalion, HOOGE SUPIORT.
5rd Battalion. PICKFBUSCH.
4th Battalion. DICKFEBUSCH.
lst M.G.Coy. BAT'LE LINE,

BATTIE LINE,
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- Apiengdix No. XX 7~
£nd aAus.Inf.Bde.

2 Headquarters, DICKEBUSCH ARBA,.
5th Battalion. CHATFAU SEGARD.
6th Battalion, BATTLE LINE.
7th Battelion, CHATEAU SECARD.
8th Battelion. CHATEAU SECARD,
2nd M.G.Coy. (less 1 Sect) CHATEAU SEGARD.
2nd A.L.T, H.Bty. CHATEAU SFGARD.
ord Aus.Jnf.Blde.

Eﬂ!ﬁm Eerﬁn DI1CEXFEBUSCH HUTS.
9th Battalion. CHATFAU SEGARD.
10th Batt=lion. HATFAU SEGARD.
11th Battelion. TTLE LINE.
12th Battalion. FALIAY HCOUSE.
3rd M.0LO0¥e CHATFAU SEGARD.
3rd A+L.TM.Bty. CHATEAU SEGARD.

POSITION OF 5, (a) For some days prior to the attack, the enemy's
ASSENBLY. barrage lines were closely observed.

Ags she result of this observation it was considered

thet if the major portion of the attecking Brigédes
could be 2ssembled so0 ag to clear our front line before
the enemy could put his barrsege down, rumerous céasusl-
ties could be saved.

Wwith this in view it was decided to assemble the attack-
ing brigades with one battalion on 2 teped line in
advence of our front line, one battalion approximately
on our front line, &nd the two rear battalions in line
immedietely in reer of our froat line, the whole om &
depth of about 200 yerds. (See Mpp "B' atfached)

On the 14th Sept. the 14lst Brigade 47th Divislion attacked
a Germen post 8t J.l4.0.65,80, 2nd captured it, thus
straightening out our line of posfs and cousiderably
facilitating the operation of forming up, both for
ourselves and the 22rd DLivision on ouwr right. The

enemy counter-attacked the post &t zbout 20 minutes
before Zero hour on the 20th Sept, wing a flemmenwerferx
without success. The barrage put down in connection
with %his counter-attack just caught the tail of our
right Brigede which was slightly late in forming up,

for reesons given below, without, however, interfering
geriously with owr srrangements.

(b) During the night 19th/20th the assembly positions
were ctrefully teped out unfer the cupervision of
Brigede Intelligemce Oflicers,
The téped line for the lesding battelions wes laid
pareéllel to our berrége line, which wes not pérallel
to our front line, &nd flank tépee were co-ordinated
with those of flanking Drigédes. 3y 1l p.m. this
difficult and important work wes succeesfully completed,

Ge () 4t 10 p.me on the 19th Septr, the G.0's.C,

nd and Srd Aus.Inf,Bdes. tock over commend of their
respective bettle fronte from the Go0.Ce let Aus.Inf.Ble.
end eetéblished their sdvanced Headquarters &t HOOGE,

(b) Baeh of the sttecking Brigades werecallotted
& ceperate track for the move forward to the assem
arec.., These tracke were carefully merked out and pic-
quetted. (See Map. "C" attached).

(c) By 5-20 Bemis 20th Sept. both the attac
Brigades were in position according to orders. wi
the exception of the rear Cuy. of the 8th Battslion,
Thie battalion had beon led sstray in its approach

march&hyfu tape which had been laid serossg its path as
a e for he mi
P 3 Pt ] Eﬂﬂgmifiﬂﬂ? etake was, however, soon

——
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( 3) Appendix No. X X///.

(d) At Zero hour (5.40 a.m. Z0th Septr) troops of the
Division were dlsposed as under ;-

znd JluetJInfhie . Asgepbly position )vide msp B
Srd 2ust.Inf.Bds, " » ) - b
ist.ust sinNtT Blla, Hewwn HALF¥ AY HOUSE,

2nd Sattalion, HOOGE SUPPCGRT TRENCHES,

1et Battalion . CHATEBAD SIGARD,.

drd .Battalion. CHATEAU SEGAED.

4th.Battalion, CHATEAU SEGARD.

Ve 2nd, Jrd., ¥Fld.Coys, ZILLEBEXY BUND.
lst, aust.Pioneer Bin, ZILLEBFEXE BUKD,

Capture of 7e
First Objective, (a) At Zerec hour H5.40.a.m, the barrage was put down

ani all Battalione of the attacking Brigades commenced to
move forward. It was intonded as soon 25 the reexr Battalione
of each Brigade had ¢leared our front line that all ’
Battalions except those detailed for the cgpture of the
First Objeetive ghould hslt snd allow distances to be
adjusted. Goenorally speaking these arrangemente were
adhered to, but it sppeare that there was a tendency for
the mon of the reax Battalione to press on cloemely behind
the leading Battalione inestead of halting at the appointed

time, this ftondency was, however checked in time and no
evil consequences resulted.

(b) The firet opposition was met with after the advance
hed progroesed about 50 yards. The ensmys strong peint in
GLEJCORSE WOUWD st Je.l4.be2.9. offered some resictsance but
was quickly rushed, and the first objective was gained with
8light lose and up fo time (vide berrasge map attached) at
6. a.m. prisonars of the 4th and 15th R.Il.R. ¢f the Bavarian
ERBADZ Div bogan to come 1in.

(¢} As socn as the First Objective had been gained the
work of consolidation was put in hand snd the 5th and l2th
Btne passed through the 6th and 11th Btns respectively

preparatory to the ecommencemsnt of the advance on the second
objectiva, .

capt“ﬂ of 8. | ;
Second Objective, (a) At 7.8. a.,m., the advance on the second objective

commenced. The 5th Batialion of the 2nd Bde on the right
met with considerable resiotance om its right. particularly
at LONE FARM, but this resistance was overcome with the
asslistance of the Right Swport Compsny, On the left the
12th Battalion of the JSrd Bde reached ite objective without

& check capturing no lesse than 12 maechine guns in its
sdvance,

(b} "hile the consolifation of the cecond @bJective
was in progress, the barvage appeared to 1ift slightly and
ucover BLACK TATCH CORINER on which heavy machine gun fire

was immediately opened from that position, It was at once
realised that the Btns detailed for the capture of the
final obJective would be unable to form Por attack wunder
the fire. a party of 5th Btn therefore rushed BLACK VATCH
CORNEX aﬂptm:ﬂg 1 ﬂffiﬂaru ‘20 men. and 2 .Il-G'l. ~

Capture of 2. At, 9.55. a.m, the advance to the GREEN Line commen-

Third

Objeetive, ced us soon as the attscking Btns moved forward thev were
opposed by detached pocts of the enemy holding aumrata, —
structures, The defence of these posts was not very etubborn.
Une of them which was infllicting considerable damage on our
men , was rushed by an Officer and fouwr men of the 8th Btn
the garrison consisting of 6 Officer, 60 other ranks and
O li.G.'8, being captured, On the left the 10th Battalion

suffered a temporary check., but was able finally to gain its
Ohjaﬂti“ Wit]!m-'- e el |

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO09151



§ 4 =5 _ e

. CONSOLIDATION,. 10,
{a) Consolidaticn was carried out wvery rapidly and
in great depth. The defensive areas in which each
of the attacking Battalions consolidated the ground
f gained are shown on Map D attached,

(b) Ihe 2nd and 3rd Field Coys attached to the 2nd
and Srd Aust,inf.Bdes reppectively moved forward
from ZILLFBFKE BUND at Zero hour. One section, with
2 carrying party of 25 men, was detailed for the

, construction of each of the strong points mentioned
in Paru 1 of Instructions foe 6 issued under
Divisional Ordsr Nce. 31,

The work on these strong points proceeded very
rapidly, and reports were reoceived from time to time
© at Divisional Headquaerters Et.at:l.ng vhat progress

was heing made,
A garrison of one plaetcon for cach of the above
Strong Points was teld off prior to the advance and

assist in their constructicn,
COUNTER=ATTACKS, 11,

On scovelal occasions the aneny was seen to ba
nassing for countsr attacks, especlally tho
vicinity of the BUTTE &t J«10,A412, Dut were
invariably dispersed by ocur artillery. It was
not until darikness was ifalling that the eneny was
eble to deploy a-ainst the Brigade front, A%
7¢10s Peite the 5,0.8, was put up as the eneny was
harraging our new positiona and was seen %o be
advarcing on our left., Our barrage was prompt and
effectives At Bs Dele the barrage slackened and
the situation became quiet for the night,

EMPLOYMINT OF 12 At zero hour the battalions of the Reserve Brigade
RESERVE BRIGADE, moved as followsg-—

5rd and 4th Battalions into the ¢ld front line.

1lgt and 2nd Battalions into HOOGE suppart trenches
and HALFWAY HOUSE respectively. The Brigade then
romained disposed as above throughout the operation
and was eventuaslly used to relieve the 2nd end Srd
Auvat,Inf,Bdes in the new front line on the night
21lat/22nd Seplr. Bde H.Qe then moving to HOOGH,

The gade was finally relicved by the 692th Bde

of the 28rd Division on the Right and the l14th Bde
of the 5th.Aust.Div. on the left, during the night
2ond/23rdSeptr, and withdrew to the DICKEBUSCH AREA,

MACHINE GUNS, 13, The llachine G barrage was moest effective. It
has been suggested that there are times when the
eneny is preparing counter-attacks when the machine
um barrage would be sufficlent to deal with this
without calling for Artillery support. This would
nocessitate a separate S.0.5. Signal for M.G.Fire.
The Hachine Gun Companies of the two at
Brigades were placed at their disposal. These gumns
moved forward in rear of the attacking Battalions
and were of great value in strengthening the
positions gained. 1In addition to these gund numerous
Gernan machine Guns were brought into action and
materially asslisted in strengthoning the defences

STOKES MORTARS, 14, One subseciion of & Light T.H.Battery advanced
with each attacking Battalion for use in the
reduction of enemy strong points. The subsection
with the 8th Battalion was instrumental in dealing
with three hostile strong posts, but otherwise no
cpportunities of using Stokes Mortars during the
advance occurod,
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(5) |

LIGHT HORSE, 15, A Squadron 13th Light Horse was placed at the
disposal of the Division for the operaticns under
review, .

Officers and N,C.0%s of this Squadron carried
out a thorough reconnaissance of our area hefore the
attack comonced with a view to theilr employment as
guides. Two speclally =¥we selected patrols were
stationed at the ZILLEBIKE BUND at zZero hour, Two of
these patrols were subsequently employed ad under.

At 920, a.m. on the 20th Septr no information had boen
recelved as to the situvation of the right of the 2nd.
Aust.Inf,Bde« A patrol of Light Horse was therefore
given the following order. " The situation of the
Right Brigade (2nd.Aust,Inf,Bde) is not clear aass llove
by the South of GLINCORSE WOOD and BLACKWATOH CORWER
and report if the latter place has been taken by us",

Ate 1e30e pems, the above patrol reported as follows;-
the message being sent by the Wireless Tank. "8th Btn
occupying BLACKVATCH CORNER aaa 7th and portion of 8th
Btn have reached third objective in front of BLACKWATCH
CORNER, Eneny massing in wvicinity of CAMERON HOUSE,

Ate 1430, peme the second patrol was sent forward with
the following ordersj- |

"Contact aeroplane 10-55 a,m. reported flares in trench
running from J.16,2¢062. 0 J,.16,8.05,50, This trench
is considerably in advance of our final objective. It is
therefore possible that the contact plane has made &
mistake. Send patrol to move via LONE HO and CARLISLE
FARM on the trench which rune from J,16.2.,0+2. t0 J.16.2.
05450, and report following, Is LONE HO being consolidated
as Strong Point., Do we hold CAREISLE FARM and trench
JelBea.0e2, %o Jel6ea,05450,
Ate4s pems Lieut, DETGAN commanding the patrol reported
from HOOGE by telephone as followsj- "Trenches in ®
ix vicinity of CAMERON HOUSE are not ocoupled by our
troops. CARLISLE FARM is occupied and the 8th Battalion
is consolidating on the GREEN LINE,

GENERAL, 16. The attacking Brigades remained in their consoli tod

areas which they improved until the nightsof the £1/2on
when they were successfully relieved though not without

casualties by the lst Brigade which in its turn was

relieved on the 22/235rd and 235/24th by the hy " Bde of the
5th Au:t.ralian Division, Sy
Adequate time had been allowed for preliminary eparations
and recommaissance and the troops entered on thg?r task |
with dash and confidence. They speak most highly of the |
barrage and Artillery support which were prominent factors t
to the success of the operation. i

&\ EIREE TN T R

Major=Geonoral,
Cormanding lste.Australian Division,

LR ....-l—l - e — B i s

il e el Nl
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APPINDIX R
CASUALTIES
nd.Aust.Inf.Bde.
Killed., Died of Viounded. Younded JMissing. TOTALe
Wounds, romained
at dutys

S S i e — e — e B Ve il i i B . — S S W T e i e W G — P B I i T e - e ————————

Officars. | 12 3 24 6 45
O« Ranks, 178 5 G611 16 108 968,

RS S S R S S S S S s S i S S o T W T W W S —

o kS R R B oW RS R S M S

El?d.m&tt:[ni’.ﬂdﬂt

0fficers., 3 1 o8 1 4 41,
0.Ranks, 72 507 180 750,
lﬂtim Te Il s Bdaca
Officors. o 20 " 29
0. Ranks, 03 216 04 B5S.
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B B B 43— 0 S . e e
CAPTURTD MATIRIALS

The fnde.iusteinfeide Captured 55 Machine Guns
and 4 Trench llortars,
he Srd.dust.Inl.dde captured;-
1 Wen.ne Fisld Gun.

22 NHachine guns.
: |

2 Light dachine Juns.
1 5ot Tiller. :

lethust.Inf.dde, captureds-
1 ﬂmﬁ
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APPENDIX 3,

s HARRATIVE OF RATION Ol 20th SEPTIEMBER 1917

T T e A e

mwe Artillery covering the lstefustralien Division for this
operation wns urder the command of BrigeGenoral. WeAaCOXINy DeSeOay
C.R.A0, lﬂﬁilﬁﬂtraliﬂn Divipione

T+ conadoted of Five Brigedes of Fiecld Artillery made up of the
SrceiusteDiveArtye., ond the 3rd, 6th, and 12th Army Field Artillery
Bripados. -

These were organised in two Groups, *A® and "B" Groups, "A"
Group being on the right and "B" Group on the leit. “A" Group con-
sisted of the 5rd, 6ih and 12th Army Field Artillery Srigades and was
cormmanded by Lt.Col. HoEoCOHINle DeSeOes wWlth Hesdquariers at HALFVAY
HOUSEe 5" Group consisted of the 7th =nd 8ith Brigades of ths 3rd.
AuctDiveArtye s and was comandsd b?“Lt.Gﬂl. Welre ALLDOP with Head-
ors ot LILLE GATT, BE' Group covered the 2ndsAust.Inf.Brigade and
" Group the Srd.husteinf.Bde. The 5rd Army Fe.i, Brigade of A" Group
| was superimposed in the barrage snd was at the disposal of the Te04Cs
1stAustesDive if required.

Lieutw(ole Gele STIVINION, Cellelie &cted as Liaison Officer with
Ond Auste (NfeBdo, 2110 LislGole HelleKe HACARTNEY, with SrdsAustsInfeBde.
One Subaltern Officer wase also provided as liaison officer with each
of the Ffour battalions attacking the final objective.

Zero hour was at 5e¢40e Selle

The barrage come down well together at zero hour and cropt at an
avorage rate of' 100 yuduinﬂmimtaﬂupwapnmmmm
front of the RED LINE, which point was reached at Zero plus 35 minutes
The firat line of 18-pdrs remaired on this line as a protéetive barrag
wntil Zero plus 88, while the remainder of the bharrage searched the

grommd in front.

At Zero plus 88 the whole barrage moved forward at the rate of
1mmamammmalmaofamyammrmtorm
BLUE LIEF. This was reachod at Zero plus 130,

The first line of 16-pdrs sgein remalrdd én this line as a

protective berrage while the rest of the barrage searched the ground 1
front. |

A% zmero plus 253 the whols barrage again moved forward at the
rote of 100 yards in 8 minutes up to a line of 200 yards in front of 1
GREEN LINT, which was roached ai Zoro plus 277, The first line of
18-pdrs end the second iine of 18-pdrs and 4.,5,% Howssmixed, remained
on this line as a protective barrage while the remainder of the
barrage searched backwerds and forwards over the ground in front. This
sontinued until zero nlus 488 when the barrage dled aways

- A1l objectives were taken up to time and tho programme was not
interfered with 1.n any wWaye 2

| t. the day reperte were recelved from aeroplanes and
from laision officers and ¥,0,0%'sy of hostile massings of troops in
different places. These were engagod on every occasion and, from
vroports received, with wost effective results, the Lroops being dis-
persed in each case before the counter-attack developed,

Hootile rotaliation on owr batitery pesitions was very light.
ot o round was recelived mmtil 11-850 a.m, when licht shelling with
&B.'H. wase rraporteﬁ-

Our final S.0e85e line, arrenged in consultation with the Ge0eC's,
of the 2nd end 51rd Aust.Infantry Brigades ran as follows =

Jilanﬂ.ﬁ.ﬁ- - Jtlﬁi-ﬁ-tzﬁiast - Jiglﬁigﬂlés - J-Q.D-?E-ﬂﬁ. :-.903591

{.-.- 7300 PelMe an 5,0.8, sipgnal was received when all
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" | 105
X . . —
Appeadiz o, XX/ .
(2) |

guns opened fire. Fire contimued until a report was received

from the 3rd.Inf.Bde, that the counter-attack had been smashed
when our fire was gradually slowed down and ceased about 8¢15, pem.
A guiet night followed, -

The casualties for the day were very light consisting of 1
Officer and 16 other ranks in the Divisional Artillery Groups

From 6, PJMe 19/9/17, until 6. PJils 20/9/17. 48,575 rounds ¢
18=pdrs and 11,687 rounds of 4.5." Howitzer ammmition wore fired
by the lst.Ausiralisn Divisional Artillery Groupe.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO09151



—— —— i - = -‘-_--11"“--?.‘

;) - Appendix 4. Ly
ORDER OF BATTLE, Appsidix se XX/ :
Formation or Unit. Commander.
1s" Australian Division Ma jor=General HeB.WALKER, C4Bossy DeS.0.
1st Aus.Inf.Brigade . LE~Col. (T/Brig-Genl) W.B.,LESSLIR, ColM.Ge
1st Battalion. Lt=C0l, BeVeSTACY, DeS.0s e
2nd Battalion. Lt=C0le ScLMILLIGAN, D.S.0.
3rd Battalion, Lt=00l., DeTeMOORE, DeSeOs
4th Battalion. Lt=00ls I.GMACKAY, D.S.0,
1st AM.Ge.CoOye. Captain. J.W.RICHARDSY
18t AeLeT.M.Bty. Lieut (Temp.Capt) F.E.PAGE,
ond Aus.Inf.Brigde. Colonel (T/Brig=Gea.l) J HFANE, GoMeGeDeSeOs
ﬁthbﬁattalinn. | Lt=Col, DeA.LUXTON. DoSeOe
éth Battalione Lt-C0l, CeWeDeDALY, DeS.0s
/th Battalion. Lt=Cole. EE.HERROD,. | 1
8th Battalion, Lt=00le JWeMITCHELL,
2nd AM.GoCOye | Captain, J.M.HOGG, ;
2nd A.L.T.M.Bty. " Lieut (Temp.Capt) J.D.JOHNSTON. |
Srd Aus.Inf.Brigade. x Colonel (Temp.Brig-Genl) HeG o BENNETT, CoM G,
9th Battalion. Lt=-Col, LeM.MULLIN, D.S.0.
10th Battalion. Lt-Cole M,WILDER=-NELLIGANe D.S.0s
12th Battalione Lt=Cole R.,A.RAFFERTY, DUSsO.
12th Battalion, Lt=C0le CoHoELLIOTT. DeS.0,
3rd A.M.G.C0y, Captain. L.GHENT (Killed)
3rd A.L.T McBty. -+ Lieut (Temp.Capt) A.J .NEWLANDS,
1st Aus.Div.Artillery. Colonel (T/Brig-Genl) WeA.COXEN, D.S.0.
1st Aus,.Div.Engineers. Lt=Col. A,M/,MARTYN, D.S.0,
1st Field Coy. Major. ReJoDYER, D.S.0s
2nd Field Coy. Ma jore LoFeSesMATHER, DeS.0s
drd Fleld Coy. Ma jore PeJ«SAVAGE, D.S.0,
lst Aus.Div.Sig.Coy. Ma jore GeGeSeGORDON. D.S.0,
1st Aus. Pioneer Battn, Lt=Col, W.A,HENDERSON,
218t A.MsG. Compary, Ma jor. W.R.FFRENCH. M.C.
1st AuseDiv.Train. - Lt=Col. J.T.MARSH, CeMoeG,
No. 2. Company, Captaine, Le.F,McQUIR.
No. 3. Company. Captaine. W,0.STEVENSON,
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Noe. 4, Company. Captain. C.G.FARMIR,
A D. M, S, ;Colonel, R.B.,HUXTABLE. DeS«0s
1st Field Ambulance. Me jor (T/Lt-Col) E.T.BRENNAN. M.C. |
ond Field Ambulance. Major (T/Lt-Bol) W.E.KAY,
3rd Flield Ambulance. Lt=Cols AeG+BUILER. DeSeOe
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3rd,AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN COMPANY,

OPERATION REPORTS

19th.Septr, The Oompany fell in at 1100 (Capte GHENT having returned
from CAMITRS SCHOOL at 1830, being then in command), and
proceeding by 3rd. Brigade Route, arrived at HOOGE CRATER at

20th.Septr. about 0200 on 20th.instant, having been delayed for some
time by the passage of another Unlt which crossed our route,

At HOOGE CRATER, our guns and ammunition in belt boxes, which
had previously been dumped there by our transport, were collected
and Capt. GHENT gave me imstructioms to lead the Company to the
agsembly point, and in the event of hls non arrival at that
point to carry om, as he was not certalim that Brigade would

allow him to take over command of the Company in the line.

When the last Company of the 12th, Battalion had moved off
the MENIN ROAD, I followed on with our Unit, until the Company
front halted mear WEST edge of CHATEAU WOOD, when I ascertaihed
that there was uncertainty as to the further route. I therefore
left our unit for a short time until I had put the 12th.
Company on the right road, and then led our unit 1in their rear,
till the assembly point was reacheds Here I considered the
troops in front were not sufficlently advanced to permit of
the maximum of safety from hostile barrage, to troops forming
up in our rear, as I had seen that barrage in operation a few
days previously, I accordingly advised Capt. MCLEOD of 12th
Battalion to press forward, and gave my unit instructioms to
form up as quietly as possible on the flanks of the 12th, and
to get outside the flanks if the 12th showed no signs of mov=

l ing forward. Unfortumately as orders had to be passed in a
whisper only part of the Company had moved when the enemy
barrage openede I at once called out to all ranks to move for=
ward, and we took up positioms in shell holes amd a tremch
running along WEST slide of GLENCORSE WOOD where we remained
until our owm barrage opened magnificiently at about 0545, when
we at once rushed forward, mixed up with various infantry units,
but unfortunately having lost as we afterwards learmed nearly

of our Officers and other ranks, When the enemy barrage
opened, Lieut, A.BAKER=-FINCH had been on the point of leawing
to report to advanced Cable Head, but was compelled to mowe
forward instead. I next met him as we advanced through
GLENCORSE WOODe and geve him imstructions to remain with me,
as the enemy barrage cut off communication with Bable Head,

RED LINE During our advance, we saw some very pretty work done by
CAPTURE, some of the 12thsBattalion under Lieut. L.BUTLER. of that Unit,
the men advancing along a trench and bombing a hostile machine
gun crew, in splendid fashion., On arrival at the RED LINE, 7
guns were at omce placed in positions to guard the flanks, and
a report from Lieut. LEHMANN was soon afterwards received to the
effect that he had found the BsPost at J«8eDslods to be
unapproachable owing to water surrounding it, but had 2 guns
in position in vicinity. :
Gunsg in RED LINE vicinity were sited at =
JuQ.OildE- - Jignoiliﬁn = JeTeCe05,E504 = Ju9n0.05560.
Jﬂglcloiai = Jlelﬁigﬂ?l - JiB-D-QnB.
On arrival at the RED LINE I established Company Headquartert
8t Je9:Cele4s in captured block house and at 0800 sent report
to Srd.Bde.HsQe to annourice location of same and of the 7 guns
in RED LINE,

Iﬁ-ﬂ e " . R, = L. ] oy =
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| BLUE LINE. While the work of comsolidation was in course of progress in

: RED LINE, I received information that Lieuts. JAMIESON and
CORNWELL, section and sub-section Officers respectively, of Noo. 2
Section which I had detailed to establish guns in wvicinity of
BLUE LINE had been woundede. I accordingly sent Lieut, McLEOD
FORWARD with as many men as he could collect and at 1055
received from him the following report = "I have established No.
2 Section in the second objectlive, two of our own guns and one
German gun which was given me by 12th, Battalion, also any
quantity of ammunition. The 3rd. Objective is just taken and

consolidateds No enemy movement so far. ".

A few minutes later I received a verbal report, that Lieut,
MeLEOD was wounded, and that Lieut, WILLIAMS - HUGHES had been
killed at the assembly point, At 1100 I sent another report to
Brd.Bde.H.Qs glving locations of 7 gums in RED LINE three ( includ=-
ing German one) in BLUE LINE, and 2 at J.B8¢De3e¢3, and reporting
Lieuts. JAMIESON, CORNWALL and MCLEOD as wounded, and Lieut.
WILLIAMS = HUGHES as reported killed, but later om was much
relieved to find that Lisut. MCLEOD was unharmed. In this report
I also repeated locatioms of my Headquarters, and notified Brigade
of Lieut., BAKER-FINCH!S presence with me. At 1800 I received a
message Noe AsWeHe 38, from 3rd.Bde. directing me to send 2 morse
gune to BLUE LINE and report location, and a little later sent to
report this operation having been carried out and locations of
guns a8 followe=

Je9:Ce4e80

Jo940eDe7e

Je9Pe¢Cebe4e

Je94Cabe6e

2181 ,SEPTR, At 0120 received mesgsage S.Ce¢10, asking for news of Capt.
GHENT., This was the first intimation I had that he had apparently
left Brigade Headquartere at HOOGEs I replied to that effect.
Eleven hours later certain mews was brought to me of his death, and
a report to that effect was sent to Brigade Headquarters at once.

As by this time we were fairly established in Company
Headquarters, Morning reports, and all information possible
were now forwarded regularly, giving various locatioms, casualties,
enemy movements, stc,

On visiting Battalion Headquarters at Sunken Road Je¢l4eBo.1l.9
I was requested by Ople MULLINS. to place a gun at strong post .
at Je9eContral to defemd his front. I accordingly visited this
location and found it unsuitable. Sent following report to Col.
MULLINS, "Have visited 3rd, Objective, and reconnoitred position
Nuts central. This is not high enough for giving good covering
fire, but have a gun at Nuts Luke 75 90 to protect your front,

which 1s also completely swept by 2 guns at Nuts Luke 65 and Nuts
Luke 45, and another at Nutes Luke 83",

About 1700 today, received report from L/Cple. PENDLEY that
Lieut., LEHMANN had been killed. Ordered him to bring his guns to
RED LINE, and hold them in reserve in Company Headquarters.

CONSOLIDATION. Consolidation of all gun positions was carried on continuously
but 1t was difficult to establish any position that could resist
the devastating effects of the enemy's shell fire. Gun position on
left flank of RED LINE were repestedly blown in, one shell killing
3 of the crew of one gun, after which I ordered guns and crewe to
be established 1m rear of block houses, where they dud themselves
in and suffered no further casualty, and the line became in
consequence practically impregnable.
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QdﬁHTER-ATTAGK. Hostile counter attacks were easily disposed of by our
artillery barrage fire, but Lieut. MCLEOD was able to dispose of

5,000 rounds of German S.A.A., to great advantage, amongst some
hostile troops which were massing on dump in J.1l0.A. between 1800

and 1900 on 2l1lst.Inst,

T ——

RELIEF, The Company was relievedby the 14th. and 15th, Machine Gun Coyse
at 2100 on 23rd., The relief having been arranged by 1l4th Brigads.
T advised a relief earlier in the afternoon, that being usually
the the quieter time, and as events turned out the afternoom 1in
question was the quietest we had hades One of the M.Ge.COys. which
relieved us at the later hour was caught in the enemy barrage and
suffered 4 casualties., When we moved out, things were quiet again
and we reached Camp in safety at 0300 on 24th Inst, During the
afternoon I sent away all men who could be spared, and each gun
team as it was relieved was sent off as soon as possible, under
an Officer to HOOGE, where all gun gear was dumped, and picked up
by our limbers which were there by arrangements previously made,

LESSONS LEARNT,

1. It is useless to send Vickers Machime Guns with attacking party
as ammunition dumps cannot be established with sufficient rapidity
to feed them, So many of our belt carriers were hit 1n the first

hour before the advance, that a counter attack by the enemy
deliversd at once, when we had attained our lst.objective would

have found us very much handicapped for want of ammunitiomn,

2., Second in Command should be left at some rear Company Headquarters
with clerk, to carry onm administrative work, while 0/C goes imto
the lines

De The inestimable value to all ranks in our units, of the model
earth map, the study of which emabled every man to find his way
to the 1st.0Objective without difficulty.

4, The absolute necessgity for any officer who 1s goling to lead men
into any position to reconnoitre the track thereto.

Be That Hotchkiss guns are not effective as anti-aircraft weapons,
owing to the shortness of their bursts of fire.

6, That the practice of arming M.G. rank and file with Mills grenades
in place of rifles is a wvery sound ome, as it enables them to
dispose of an enemy who by reason of the shell packed nature of
the ground might come within bombing distance of the gun, while <
more or less safe from rifle fire, :

7o Thaet led by a barrage such as that put up by our artillery and
Vickers Machine Guns on 29/9/17, the A.I.F. will capture anything
required. A

With regard to (1) it is suggested that Vickers guns |
should operate from the rear if at all, until the 1lst. Objective |
is taken, and ammunition dumps established. Then advance and take
up positions according to the requirements of the situation. i

HOTCHKISS GUNS. | £

Three gun teams of 15 men in all, with 3 guns, under a
sergeant, were attached to our Unit for anti-aircraft work, One :
gun was destroyed by enemy barrage before our advance, and one man 4
killed and another wounded. |

The sergeant collected the remainder of the men, and with
two guns, carried out a.a. work in RED LINE under Lieut., HOGE, but .
owing to shortness of bursts fired by these guns they did not appagg
to have much effect in repelling hostile aircraft, in comsequence of
which the Vickers Machine Guns in same line, were obliged to co=-
operate in anti-aircraft firing, B

B

(sgd) FeP.BETHUNE. Lieut..
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FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,
‘Daily Strength as at Noon. 28PL. 180, 1917

UNITS. On Establishment. Attached. Remarks
Off. 0. R. Total Of. 0. R Total
DIV. HEADQUARTERS. 2 T |« 8F ) 3% |86 | 8GF 1 . SN
DIV, ARTL. 7 WRE (209 | 9 1 -20 | W | e
DIV. ENGINEERS 29 737 766 - =7 | 17 -
Div. Signal Coy. | 200 [ ®OF | = | W& | TS |
PIONEER BATTALION 45 [1113 [1158 1 | 10 | 11 i e - -
IstINF.BDE.HQ | B 20 25 | © 8 | o8 29l
1st Battalion ) B 897 | 935 B -
9nd Battalion 35 | 869 | 902 - | - - =
&dBatnhn; TN 40 916 ;BG el 2 2
TR | % |4 &4 | .+ | B | 8 -
El e 1 o3 40 | 48 B .. SE K . _
Ist A.M,G. Coy. 6 145 151 = op e - = =
COTSN S | B 21 | 24 5 54 | 59 A
5th Battalion 52 1026 [1078 8 . & + 30 | TN
6 Batlion 45 (12256 (1270 2 35 i 57
T s7 [1183 1210 3 P Ty e
T— 7 hese hevs | 2 | e | e |
2.4, ALTM, Btr.. | 5 80 F 85 — g 1 |
Ind. am&.cny 12 199 211 1 o 5 | s
' ard, ENF BDE.H.Q. 3 9 ‘-J_i;“_ ] 3 73 _J 76 ? !
wommie | 87 [ol6 foss | 1 | 7 | 8
Bt | 38 918 |e51 | 1 | 6 | 7 _
51th. Battalion 29 922 981 | @ 10 | 128 i’ - =
momeio | 88 |938 (976 | 2 | 11 i | -
3rd. A.L.T.L Biy. 12 182 EI_.E-! s e T N
Srd AM.G.Coy. 4, 67T | TE o s SRR } — olilgF N
DIVNL. TRAIN 23 407 | 430 g | 8l B8 ‘ -
fst. Field Ambx 10 271 281 | 1 = e o 55
| mameasms. | 10 |222  |232 1 |8 |4 |
bt st A e |24 |es5 | 2 |17 |10 J.
Div.SamgeCer. | 1 | 69 I B 5 (i [ R :
Mob. Vety. Sect 1 23 24 1 12 N _15,_ _____
meameow | 10 |184 [le¢ | 1 |55 |36
,_;-i_:ﬂﬂ:ﬂm;vm Lo RS PORE . SR LI T o e 5 o
- TOTALS, |
i T s T T e e G e e 5
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FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.
‘Daily Strength as at Noon...08Rb=29the17

UNITS. On Establishment. Attached. B
Off. 0. B. Total Off, 0. R Total
_DIV. HEADQUARTERS. | 20 | 68 88 | 13 | 288 | 301
DIV, ARTL, 80 2399 |2479 | 3 | 256 3;"”“"*_ T
DIV. ENGINEERS 27 684 1 | =« | 8 | I8 _____J_
* Div. SignalGoy. | 10 297 | 807 | = 7% . - 76 !
PIONEER BATTALION 39 949 | 988 ¥ 13 12
Ist INF. BDE.H.Q. 7 | 2% | @8 6 2-3#'“ _"__28 - " i [}
whwesw | 3¢ | 756 |789 | 1 | 1 | 2 |
ond Battalion  * | 23__ ___?5‘2 ] 758 - - -
S e e s s
th Butiatin 32 | 847 | 879 - 1|
tALTM Batiers | m | g5 48 - | 11 |12 |
It ABLG. Coy. m | 114 | 120 - - o e )
maNEREHEG | 3 | 21 | 24 6 | 50 | s6 N
thBattafion 4 | 729 | 773 PR i = 9 _J___ = d
SN Tihations 42 [1005 1045 "3 g _e 2 8 | e T
o o 50 973 1023 2 23 25
§th Buttalion 45 | 980 [1025 2 8 10 || ' : ‘
—hd..&-.L.T.M;.BtT- | 5 69 IS 74 1% R _-_. - iy -,
nasmeoen. | 7 |160 |17 | - | 20 | 20 |
3rd. INF® BDE. H.Q. 3 BE -9 = i;'.-; I ; '?5 _ 77 R L
Ry U 57 |785 |e20 | 1 | 8 | o ¥
P — | & | 628 | 860 2 | e | % | =
S ﬁ,mé_ng | 26 |710 | 736 2 10 12 |
eI % R A TE [}
—mmr.m;_m. | B | B9 | 62 | - - « 1
casmo.cr | 12 |48 188 | - | 2 | = |
DIVNL. TRAIN 235 399 422 2 655 57
wiFadamh | 9 | 248 | 262 3 3 T
B it . 1 8 |20 |2z11 | 1 39 | 40 -
samemams. | 10 1226 |286 | 1 | 18 | 19
Do | 1 | 65 |66 | - |61 | e1
Mnvorse | 1 |22 |28 | 1 | 7 | 8 |
meameoy | 12 |18 |170 | - | 2 | g "
Sedketcbuibey et . ) w | e T} W] e W e Rh |
TOTALS, S l

Anzac Press 243-¢-8-17 DHQ | |
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APPENDIX

FIRST AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. _
OFFICERS and OTHER RANKS sent to SCHOOLS during |

SEPTEMBER, 1917, N
------------------------------------------------------------------- Number sent
School. Nature of Course. Duratione Off. NCOB8e. OoRe . Remarks.
GeHoQe Small Arms School-

Lewis Gun Branch, Le TOUQUET, A" for instruction of Coye. One week, 4 - - Covers 4 Courses.
Commanderes in use of Lewis |
Gun.
¥B" for training Officers and 15 days, 4 |10 - Covers 2 Courses,

N.C.08 for battalions and
instructors for schools.

Vickers M,G.Branch, CAMIERS, For advanced training of 18 days, 1 4 -
Oofficers and other ranks of

Machine Gun Companies,

Musketry Instructors Branch, For training of Muskeiry 16/17 days. - 1 - Special course.
CAMIERS., Instructors,
2nd Army School of Cookery, For training men who show i About 3 - = 13 Covers 4 coursess
HAZEBROUCK . aptitude for O0fficers, N.C.08, weeks.

and mens' COO0KBe.

- e - — e -
e S B e e e S e e . ——
-—----'—_-----'—_—i - e S e i (s - —— —
----——--—--------—‘--_-——_-—ﬂ--—- — o — -

2nd Army Central School of general Tralninge. 10 | 12 -
‘Instruction, WiSQUES. |

. B O e P
LN --—-ﬂ__---------ll—lhl—----—-——--—-- Ii-!-_---——-—ﬂ-----—-ﬂ_-—------—_—_----F'-”—-p--—r_---—————-——---
o ——— g e D e
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---—-------ﬂ----------—-—i-—-—-"l----l—-----."--_--_"-—--"--_—“__--——_-'--__“'_-_"-_-—------"_——_'_---__--“_-—_-H—----_; —————————————————————— 4
Number sent " 3
. ion. Offg NeCoOBe OeR emarke.
| SEnnal. ke g | _E&t%ff_ff_ffurﬂa dJuh el DuEEt EE % ey | ol | 2 WATER.
Bnd.nrﬁy Scouting, Observation, For training officers and About 17 days,. 1 S -
and Sniping School MONT DES CATIS, men in use of telescopic
rifle &c.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— _ﬂ_-———_--—---———-——-—————-—-—-——__-—.—-u--—————--————-_-—-—-———————————--—-—1
2nd Army Grenade and L,T.M,Schoo}. 12/1%3 days. - : By | - Covers 2 courses,
RS (¢ R ST F T R A s s e Rt s e O
ond Army Anti-Gas School, About 1 week. - 6 - Covers 2 courses,
i TR e TR e B R GO RN B TR TR R sl ol ol R A i
2nd Army Signalling School, A" Qourse for Officers. About 3 weeks. 3 12 5
ZUYTPEENE, #p" Gourse for N.C.08 and
mell,
#"g®" Qourse Wireless for
Officers Bl Ne@eO®y ~ - | 00 e g s e e e
Corpe School, Gough Huts General Signalling. 6 wecks, 7 12 7
i : AVEH&Y. Training. Stokes Mortar. 12 daga. 2 4 5
Bombinga. . 3 15 -
Intelligence, " o 3 4 7
Lewis Gun, G 2 13 - i
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ol
=
gorps Cookery School, About 21 daye, - - 8 T S
: Ut e KR O R S ST S (R RS A s R T Y SRR TR e - S
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" .
Corps Armourers Course, Instruction of Armourerse. 1 month. - 2 - a":E
Corps Workshops, ! -----—--------—-—-@FJii
o e o e e e e e o B e e O S S S S i = o o S e 0 ) e USRS R S S S e 5
3< .
- B
A -
;E N

s e p—
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School, Nature of Course, »  Duration, Offe NCOs. O4R. Remarks,
i ==== ——— = — === = === et == == = —
Instruction in Transport Duties, 1 1 -
| ABBEVILLE.
B - — e R T S S S M R e e S S S S e S R R R S R S S S e R e S S A e S S S - 'l
Bridging School, AIRE, Instruction in Bridging. 4 days. 3 - 30
O e B R e S S e R S G e S U S R G S G S S e T S M S e e e S S G g S S S S S S S e G TEN M M e S S e S S e e S U S e e e e S e e R S T S e e GED S e W W G N S D S G R G S S R W S W S =
Courses at Veterinary Hospitals. Instruction in Veterinary 10 dayse S 11 - Covers 3 Courses,
DﬂtiEE-
Signalling School, DUNSTABLE, 1 - -
School of Farriery, ABBEVILLE. 1( -
R R R — D i S S s Sy P s S S, S - e e - - i S S e 2 oo e — — ] —— e e S ——— _— = —————_——
i
L
:%
l ks
Y, emlth |
G’ | E
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