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¢ 0 E Y. APPENDIX

r
FIRST AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZBALAND ARMY CORES. o

Heg dguerters,

10th November, 1917.

ifly Deax Henderson,;

llow that we 8re leaving this sector I cannot let
you go without expressimg o you, and your splendid
Battalion, the lst Pioneers, my gretitude, and admiration
‘ for the way in which you have carried out the important

work of building ‘our forwerd roads right up to the front.

It is needless for me to tell you of what vital
“importence to the success of the Army thesSe roads wewe;
your Cfficers &nd men shewed thét they reccgnised this by
the way in which they c@rried their work through in the
Paca of the most deadly artillery Ifire, day a flayr day.
Alss! meny of your splendid fellows, both Cfficers and men,
have leid down their lives, but not uselessly, a&s The

success of the Army in Fleénders has demonstrated.

I wish to thank you, your Officers, N,C.C's end men
for the splendid example of courags, and devotion to duty
you have shewn through all these strenucus weeks,

I shall slways remember with pride that I have been

( egsociated with the 1lst Austrelian Picneerx Battalion.

Yours sincerely,
(3gd) A.G.deLOTBINIERE,
Brig. Gensrel.

Ch, Ingr. 1st Lngac.
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Ist Anzac Corps,

12th NCVEMEBER, 1917.

Now that our Corps is being withdrawn from that part of the frout in which we have seen so

[ much hard fishting during the last 1wo months, I wish to convey to all ranks my very heartiest con-
4 | gratulations upon the real good work which has been put in, and my deep feeling of gratitude to
; officers, nou-commissioned officers and men for the magnificent spirit and self-sacrifice which has
been shown by all. All I think must realise that the fighting we have been through has beeun of an

entirely satisfactory nature in that we were able to attain our objective in every one of the many

attacks which we have put in, and that without a single hitch of any sort. The Army Commander

has testific to this after ench attack made, and we know with what appreciation the C ommander-in-

Chief wired to Australia regarding the results of the fighting done by her troops.

In a great deal of our previous fighting, the brunt has fallen to a large extent on the Infantry

In all these recent attacks the infantry have again naturally come in for the giant’s share of the
fighting, but they will I know be the first to acknowledge how their success has so much depended
upon the magnificent work done hy the Artillery. Their comrades in the Artillery, too, have not
v been able to obtain the sanie long spell as the Infantry have had, and I am sure the whole Infantry
will wigh to joiu in unsttuiod praisc and feelings of gracitude for the unflinching and devoted work
of ull the Artillery day aud night without respite. They have peen subjected to continuous heavy
shelling, while gas shells were often poured over them for hours without cessation. During the whole
of this time we have all realized what it has meant to them, and we know that nothing has ever deterred
them from sacrificing themiselves for the benefit of the Infantry. Not only to the gunners, but fo
the drivers also we owe our gratitude.  With them, too, I would associate the Engineers, Pioneers,
Medical Services, and Army Service Corps, who vied with each other in striving to ensure everything
possible being done whick would conduce to victory, and to the well being of Officers and Men
throughout the Corps.  All alike have taken their share in easualties, but, much as we must regret

the fallen, we realise they have given their lives to ensure victory.

I am sure that whatever fighting may yet be before us, the A.LF. will on all occasions fight
o just as well a8 it has done in the past but the successful fighting these last two months through
Glencorse and Polygon Woods terminating in the capture of the Broodseinde Ridge will be difficult to

beat, and I would again express my most grateful thanks to all who have taken part in it.

Bl

W. R. BIRDWOOD.

A.P.—349 —cc—11-17
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