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Confidential.

5th.Field Company Australian Enginsers.

——— T — e —
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CONTALMAISON. oBrd. Field Company came under C.R.E,,lst.Aust.Div.
for works, Instructions (vﬁfbﬂls from C.R.Es»
1st .Aust.Div. to move up and relieve 3rd.Field
CGmpH.I’ly, 1Et-ﬂuﬂt-nivjﬁimn- Majﬂr HEHDERSOH
and Capt. HARRIS went forward to Brd.Brigade H.Q.
at CONTALMATISON to get in touch and collect
information.
Whole Company less Transport moved up in Battle
Crder leaving ALBERT at 20,15,
3rd ,Field Company had moved out, S5th. Commany
occupied temporarly shelter to ths south of
CONTALMAISON = La BOISELLE Road at X.l6.A.Central
attached map.
Sections 1 & 2 moved up and carried on

improvements to ENU AVENUE. Returning to camp at
0430 on 24th.

POZIERES. 24th. Sections % & 4 on improvement and c¢lsaning up of

WALKERS AVENUE 1in X.5.c.68.2, Ordsrs

- ' received at 17.00 that a strong point had to be
dug at road junction X.5.8.5.7. wkithin 200
yards of "0.6"1ine 1 still held by the enemy.
Infantry were to attack and 1ink up on right and
left of Sappere. Major HENDERSON, Lisut,
BURNELL, Lieut. BASSETT and two Section
Sergeants moved up to make reconnalssance,
Very heavy shelling.
1 & 2 Secticns arrived up at 22.%0, Shelling
particularly heavy. Attack was to take place
at 02.00 on 25th. Decided to dig in before
attack as the position was hopeless to attempt
after the attack developed. |
C.0., Sappers CHAMBERS, REA and KEEP made
reconnaissance, laid out work and gulded

| Company to Jjob.

1 Whole under cover before attack was launched.

| / Infantry advanced to attack but M.G. fire
prevented any attempt to dig in so close to
the enemy line.
Sections withdrawn at 03.30 on 25th. after
M.G. fire had died down.
Three men killed, four wounded.
Very heavy shell and M.G. fire moet of the time.

25th. Sections 8 & 4 cleaning out and improving
COPSE AVENUE. Shelling very heavy. Lieut.
LANG killed, 7 others wounded. Orders from
C.R.E.,let.Division to conserve the men. 2nd.
Divieion relieving the lst.Division. 5th,
Brigade to take over Area.

CONTALMAISON. 28th. Put Company on improving Sunken Road and
PTONEER TRENCH.
Arrangements made to be relieved by 7th.
Field Company.

o7th. Sections 1 & 2 on Sunken Road Trsnch and
COPSE AVENUE. During morning caught in a heavy
barrage about 11 0'Clock and had 20 casualties
in thse tweo sections, all wounded.
Withdrswy men from works at 12 noon.
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| 28th. Relieved by 7th. Field Company. S5th
Company moved back to Billete in ALBERT.

29th. Company Restinge.

o0th. Company working on roads through LA BOISELLE
B VILLAGE. Clearing same for traffic.

H 318t Company resting. Warned to move up to
relieve 7th. Field Company on Tuesday lst.
August . Five men badly wounded by

l ghell in billets.

(Sgd) W.A.HENDERSON. Lieut-Colonel,
CeR.E., 18t.Australian Division.

(The original of above appears on the same
sheet as entries for the subsequent month
and will be found with the diary for that
month )
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