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;»SSO 18t PIONEER BATTALION.

Usual waeklz;regprt on Qperations.
For weekx eniing 6 Pp,m, 28/7/16.

23nd . During 4ay of 228nd, party comdleted the sysiem of Brward
trenchies beitween B...AUK WATCE ALLEY and the Germn E & W trench
(PO"'IEF S TRENCH ). These trenclies 1o be used as Kick-0Ii
Lrencl “or Divisilonal Oneratlions. On evening of °3nd
Bﬂttﬁlion took up pogition neay CONTALMKAISOI.

23T4. on efrly'marning of 3%x4, af1rrrin+9vfe bomberdment, infentry
o ttack leunched ageinet enem puﬁi tione This bat Lz._.,in:.,n
foliowed 'u,,.) gttack, and coungoildated ceri@lilmapos 1ilons won,

11 cages 5 infantry had not gained obaectlvas Ploneer
partiea EUQQﬁTtlnE in these gectors were avua1ﬂlﬁ Lo carry

I " a i " 1 ¥ e L e e i \‘ -1"- ] -" s | » I :‘
‘...} :__-_L_ Lﬁ_;“ '|.._ 1 .ti.-' I..I.L. ;I..L-‘_t..:‘. IJ—-I—.--' '; .i J | "If- 1;._ *L e '-l .-1. ' i -r ] .1 1- I — .“-I

bl doVoaeodlly aile LMProv. nnnmuniuation trencnes, “and 1n
any other work;whiuh.presantad itaalf.

24th. on morning of 34th, party procesdsi to OBMETERY (POZIERES)
to form sirong puint. other parties engazed in POZIERES
VILLAGE constructing strong poinis and lmproving communicat-

tons, and others Turther DbDa G.:s._ _11 BLACK WATCH ALLEY aixl on

POZIFRES TF EHCI . At 1._:_;-_;“u, further ..LIl._rIlJ__:;-'_ actions azainst

enewy .Dogitlons and Ploneer pariles su POITTLOCL A LLACKS.
95th.  on morning of 25th, enemy fire was very heavy and Ploneers

were compeliled to ﬁsui yt 1n manning trenches at A3. Lleute.
TIITORD, Lieut MARTYN, Lieut FOULSUM and some N.C.08 dolng
particularly excellent fighting. Both Lieut TITFORD and
Lieut FOULSUM were wourded. Perty continued conrfolildaling
posltions won at OTMBTERY and in POZIERIS,

26 Lile Gontinued consolidatig work in hand on 38th, rellefs belng
successfully effected on all Jobs.

187the. on 27th Battalion was withdrawn vide Divisional instructlons
and work taken over by 2nd Ploneer Battallon.
28th. Battalion left Rest Area at ALBERT for HARPONVILLE.
gasualties during the operations were as followse:-
OFFICERS Killed. Captain. H.F.HUBBE.,
KISSING Miselng. 2/7ient. H. CLAYTON. 4
£ Wounded. 3/1-18111}. FOULSUM. W.
TITFORD. R
Lieut. E.,B.WATTERS.
! R.C.STOREY
. ! T.R.MILLER.
OTHER RANKS. Killed. (estimated) 23.
Wounded : 160.
Missing ! 12.

Liﬁut-cﬂl o
C.0. 18t PIONEER BATTALION.
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, ™ _Narrative of Operations at Pozieres
Ny by

Headquarters,

19t Australiazn Divislon.

The operations are divisable into ihree sections =
4. OConsolidation.

Se Mainéenance.

_PREPARATORY. Except for ihe commencement of a trench in SUNKEE
ROAR Valliey Ly the Staffordshire Pioneer battallion, no trenches
existed from which an attack could be launched POZIFRWS irench
nearer then BLACKWATCH YALLEY, 650 yds.

The Plcneer Battalion 1n the 1gth, 20th and 31st extended SUNKEN

ROAD trench to 0GL 750 yards, ran forward three commumication
trenches about 100 yards, and excavated KICKOFF trench 590 yards
1ONZe This work was not e2sy owing to enemy fire, while darkness

made direction diffiuuli to obtain. The mean distance from

POZIERES trench is 200 yards, Oapt Townsend lald out KICKOFF
trench very correcly.

CONSOLIDATION. The strong points to be constructed were laid down &n
0.8, orders, and these were divided between tlhe 18t Ploneer Battalio:

snd the 1et, 2nd and 3rd Field Companies Engineers. ’

Three Companies of Ploneers were 2aliotted tasks and followed the

attackingz parties at what wes jJjudged sufficlent time to permit the'

Infantry to have secured sufficient ground in front of the proposed
etrong points to permit of comparativeli uninterupted work -ggner-

ally one hour after the launching &f the attack beilngright, a for-
ward preparatory position having been occupled.

Stronz vointe A.3. & B.3.wWere promptly made. A.3. was commenced

later and considerable work done near (CEMETERY.

The principal conso.idation work and much the more difficult was

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0092 /74
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=) the reconstruction of 0 b 1, and the old German trench running
through x 4 A from.South to North. These trenches had been com-
pletely destroyed by our fire, and as the Infwn try bombed the
enemy nack,\tha Ploneers erecéd barricades acpes 0 G 1 from which
the Iafaniry could hold the position galned andi behind which the
Pioneers remade the trench.
No less then 4.9 yards of this arduous work in 0 b 1 was done and
Speclal mention ie made of Lieutenants Tidford and MARTYN.
The X 4 A trench was not interferod with by bombers, but artiliery
fire wms very severe and Lieutenant SPECKMAN war very successful,
malinly reconstructing fully 500 yards and practically Joining with
the Warwlckehire Regiment in the trench rurniug from R34C to X3B,
It will be understood that every Infaniry enterprise azfter the
main attack was accompanied by a platoon or more of Pioneers and
where 1 was seen that the objeciive was not obtainable, these
Ploneers were gwitched off to other WOoTrkKe.
MAINTENANCE Thne communication t®nches were entirely inadequate -
BLACKVATCH ALLEY gave inferior cover, was filthy with mud and desd
Germans, and .00 nArrow. A party was constantly maintained imorove
ing and repairing, and a new trench was cut from it to neay 3rd
Infantry Brigade Headquarters.
YALKER AVENUE, GORSE AVENUE, SUNKEN ROAD trenches were consantly ;
used and acquired much work, while POZIERRS trench had to be re-
foxrmed,
GERERAL., ~The Battalion was used to ite fullest extent, and I
uuulﬂ have usefully employed twiee the number of men. It was worked

entlrely independently once the instructions were received from

C«ReEe - Toports being sent to D.HeQe and constant touch maintained
with Brigde Headquarters.

The losses, though Bevere, were exceptionally Small, a result ob-
tained by carefuily abtained Dy carefully alloting only & proper
number of men to each taske I submit that the method of working

proved entirely Buccessiul, and any change will be distinctly
inadvisable,

The only point to which sttentttn is drawn ie that in one occasion
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N a definite number of men was recussted for a task by a Brigade,
instead of the task being given and allotment left to the 0.0C.

The Trepult was & larg party was unnecessarlly detached, and bee-
8ldes belngidle for that shift were subject to unnscessary exposure
Work was maintained throughout the 24 houre on o1l pointe by

means of shifts of from 4 hours to 8 hours dvration, according to

clrcumstances,

The work of officers and men was better than I had axpected, and
equal to my hopes,

Atention is drawn to the trench plan submitted by Lieutensnat Bardin
and comparison should be made with plan in which work was started

to appreciate the work done by Ploners and Field Companies of
Engineers.

Lieut=-Col.
OeCelst PIONEER BATTALTON.

39th July, 191s,
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