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fﬂ% &Epfigrga?xﬂ] mﬁgﬁ.%fh- Title pages  VOLUME 24. (Erase heading not requared.) PAGE 1. ‘
— — I i— pit 5 s i Remarks and |
Place Dats: | Howr Summary of Events and Information _ rf;:;ﬁﬁsc Et:n .
—- | |
REGENTS February Day quite cold and a heavy mist throughout the day. There is quite a |
DUGOUTS . lal e fresh wind tonight so it is probable that the fog will clear by tomorrow though the i
WYTSCHAETE | FRIDAY. weathar forecast predicts otherwilse. : y
SECTOR . Units have quite settled down now, and 'quiet sector' routine 4s ruming |
smoothly. The works policy is yet to be decided upon and it is difficult to draw it
up until Division indicate what is considered to be the order of importance of work. |
From our point of view the provision of another belt of double apron throughout the |
extent of our front appears to b the most urgent work, and after that the extension .
of the present accomodation to house our numbers in their allotted and correct pos=-
itions. Salvage also will demand any surplus labor and there is a good deal to bhe |
done in the way of improving and extending present communicati ons and maintenance. |
The G.0.0. i3 considering the advisability of reverting from the Defence
Scheme drawn up by the lst. Brigade, to that which was originally used by us. His
| decision must be guided by an an indication from Division as to whether they will ad~-
3 here to that of the lste. Division or not. In the case of the former, we will
merely modify the present brigade scheme to meet requirements. The chief voint of |
difference is the lack of adequate protection and defence for ROSE WOOD (see Map,Appen= i_
' dix le.) owing to the movement of support companies to the counter=-attack. This it Appe 1a %
!
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is possible to adjust, and it will fiurther be necessary to allott definite tasks and
action to the reserve battalions who, at the present time, are to a great extent unpro-
vidﬂd for.

The Brigade Commander visited the two reserve battaliona (55th. and 53rd.)
during the morning and the Brigade MajJor ths sam units during the afternoon. These
are tolesrably well off for accomodation, though the 53rd. are rather against retaining
two platoons at OATEN WOOD. They would like them withdrawn but the situation demands
rather that the reserve there should be increased to a company rather than removed alto=
gother. This will be adjuated when the details of the defence scheme are finally
arranged, but the nucleus garrison there can hardly be increased unti 1 some more accomo=
dation is built. This latter point raises the question of material which appears to

be scarce in this area. The CR.Ee. is to come out tomorrow prohably so we may hear
gomething from him.

D. D, & L., London, E.C. %
(ASoos) Wt. Wiyypr/Mzoq ;:-::-::,u:m /1y Buh. B8 TForms C2118/14
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FRIDAY.

Foebruary
gnn

SATY | A¥ s

MORIAL

Contd. :
The AdAe & QellaGo, and DeA.A.G. of Division visited Brigade Headquarterz this
afternoon to see if there was anything they could do for us. We are, howsever getting
along tolerably well except for minor details, and the nucleus question i= st111 to the
fore, We have been promised room for 200 men at LINDENHOEK and if this is obtained

it will reljeve the congestion in somse of the units. It 18 a good thing to bs over=-
strength going into the line but the accomodation difficulty alwavs gives s lot of troubls.

9

A clear bright day, not so suitable for close reconnaissance as the two pre=-
vious days, but a far more pleasant one.

The G.0.0. during the morning walked over tl® northern portion of the left sec=
tor and visited the 56th Battalion Headquarters. It was not possible to go beyond
the RAVINE WOOD RIDGE about DELBSKE FARM as the forward slopes are quite open to enemy
fif‘@ and ﬂbﬂﬁrvﬂtiﬂn- Thﬂ 0.0, Fiﬂ'ld Gﬂmpmy (M&JGI' HeA «BACHTOLD D .S iOl’ Mlcl) wa8
also over that sectob during the morning, and the G.0.0. discussed with him the question
of the location and construction of a more advanced battalion hsadquarters for the left
gector. A site had been chosen and the work begun, but the site i1s decidedly unesuit =
able for a battalion headquarters and it has been decided to discontinue work with that
object and provide extrs underground accomodation for garrisons only.

Several visitors came to Brigade Headquarters diring the dave. Thege included
the Divisional Commander who discussed questions of defence policy with the Brigadier:
Major SHITH.D.A«QeM.Gs who visited and inspected the dumps, stores and drving sheds of
the area accompanisd by the Staff Captainji Brige=Goneral ANDERSON.C.R.A. lst. Division
who gave some information as to the work of the sound ranging methods which are at present
used, and asked for the co=opsration of thse infantry in helping to examine agnd test the
results of their work; Major S.£.HUNN, G.S5.0. 2. Intelligence Australian Corps on a

D. D & L., Londen, E.C. L ‘
(Afooy) Wit Wrzpr/Mzo3r 7so,000 sfi7 Sch. 63 Forms Ca118/14
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RUGENT S Febrjuary Contd.
DUGOQUTS , 2nd « genoral vigit to see if the Intelligence branch of the brigade was working amoot hlv or
WYTSCHAETE | SATURDAY.| nsedsd help. This reminds us that during last night the 8th Brigade secured two
SECTOR . prisoners, who wandered into their 1lines and who proved to be from thae 17th Raserva
Divigiones Thia establishe@d a now idontification opposite thia Division and infor-

1

Febrpary

sra
SUNDAY ¢

mation was Zained that the 17the rslieved the 8th. Division on the night %0th., 31st.
Jannary, coincident with our brigade reolief. We are rathsr piqued that the 8th.Brigads
should have besn so lucky as to sscurs them, but i1t was purelv the fortone of war. Now
that the identification has besn established it is scarcely nscsessary to arrange anv minor
operation crrraild to obtain further.

The A.P.M. Bth Austraglian Division, and the Divisional Gas Officer also
called during the day to discuss various matters concerning their own particular de-~
pa.l"'trﬂﬂl'l‘t.a.

Bright and sumny during the day but rather ocold. There was a heavy
frost last night.

The night was uneventful everything being very quist. The H6th. Battalion
gent out two patrols towards THE GIANT and THE TWINS who found definitely thal both points
were occupied and that work was prosceceding at the latter, probably improvement ofi cover.,

The Divisional Commander viasited theBrigade Sector during the morning and
went round the battalions and support line with the Brigade Commander. Things were in
good order and he appeared to be satisfied with what he saw as far as work was concerned.,
He agreed with the Brigadier however, that the second post of the 56th Battalion (Support
tine) Was wrongly sited and should be further forward. Work has not been in hani very
long on this post so 1t will be discontinued and a new post sited further forward on the
rid £e . It is also proposad to malke one' or two alterations {in the disposition of
Company Headquartsrs in the Right Battalion Sector ( 54th. ) which

D. D. & L., London, E.C. _
(AScoy) Wt Wizyi/Maozt ?gu,nn-n 5/iy Boh. 52 Forms, Cari8lig

m.m— JP—— NP,
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or
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the Staff Manual tively. Title pages , -
:l;ﬁ ;}I}Eprﬁpﬂmd o m;?ul;?;l;t ¥ e pages Y OL,UME nd, {Erase heading mot required.) PAGE 4,
| Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
; = SIS Appendices
REGENT S Febriary Contd. -
| DUGOUT S ~ 8rd. are not as well situated tactically as they might be. -
. WYTSCHAETE | SUNDAY . The Sector was honorsd with the presencs of several c¢ivilian vieitors during
SECTOR . | i

| __ the day who inclwuled in thsir number, Beveral Americans and Y.M.C.A. representatives,
| and Membsrs of Parliament . They did not zo forward of WYTSCHARTEH.,
| ' - The Brigads Major visited tho right battalion forward posts during ths after=~
noon. Noe« 3¢ post (Be0.17.) is not sited as well forward as it should be from ths
point of view of command, but is well placed to support the post on its 18ft. Tt will
\ scarcely be advisable to alter it as too great a salient would he crested.
We roceived news today of a gazette of Belgian decorations recentlvy 4szued.
» Among thoge of thias brigade who wers rscipisnts are:=-

Captain N«.B.LOVETT M.C. 54th Battalion.
| - Lieut. O+H.E.SLATER.D .$.0. H5th Battalion.
|;' Noe 2719, Sergeant WaE . NANCARROW . HAth Battalion.
Ly ' NC‘- 3434, Pr‘i?ate Asd +SPRATT ""'31":3 Bﬂttﬂliﬂﬂ-
'- Nos 3830. Ssrgeant  B.MARSHALL. 55t h Battalion.
g Nos. 4287, Private E.0'"CONNOR., S4th Battalion.
No. 3498, Corporal J ¢ B 4D JJOHNSON . 14th M.G.Cove.
No. 3132.  Corporal E.ROSEH. 14th L.T.M,B,
Febhriary Bright and clear during the morning but clouding over in the afternoon
‘i-ti. with a light cold wind.
| MONDAY . The G.5.0.8¢ Division with the Brigade Majior, went round the #mport 1line
of the whole sector, and the raserve and Corps Linss of the left sector. Tt was a
very interesting trip and- points were noticed for futurs improvement. The 2nd nost
| of the 68th Battalion in undoubtedly wrongly sited and must be conastructed further forward.

f -
D. D. & L... London; E.C. ' j E

| (Afooi) Wt. Wizyt/M2031 50,000 5/iy Ech. 52 Forms, C2ri8/14 . 1 J

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1009498



or

Instruction ding War Diaries and Intelligence
" Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part IL INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
and the Staff Manual I‘Eﬁpﬁc’ﬂl‘v&h". litle pages TJOLUME 24, (Frase ht‘:‘{ldiﬂg‘ not ’f*Efﬂ#iTEd.] P AGR O

will be prepared in manuscript.

Place

Date Hour

Summary of Events and Information

"%VAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.

Fif-

-

Remarks anid
references to
Appendices

REGENTS
DUGOULS .
WYTSCHAETE
SLCTOR .

February

g

february
St he
I'UEBDAY »

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Contd.

Information was gainsd on the ground of several of the reserve 1line posts which had not
been mentioned in the hand over by the previous occupants. Seversl poste also in
the Corps Line (Second Zone) will have to re re=asited as on® is alreadv waterlozred,
ard snother has heen partly constructed to control the wrong area. This work of re=-
adjustment is already in hand and the C.R.E. Corps Troops(It=Col.NICHOLSON.D.S.0.) was
round that line this morning.

The G.0.C. visited IRISH HOUSE during the early afternoon and inspected
the accommodation at present occupied by two companies of the 55th Battalion. Thess are
tolerably well off and a point to be noted is that a considerable amount of salvage-may be
collected from that area.

The Staff Captain visited the transport lines of several of the Battalions
and the M.G.0o0y. These are al present at NORFOLK CAMP and are well situated. The trans-
port is in Zood condition and not suffering any ill effects from the ronte march from the
training arseae. Transport @4fficultied are not so apparent in this area as they have been
in previous sectors, since we ars well supplied with roads and tramways.

/

A bright clear day and though cloudy at times, the clouds were very high. Visibility was
decidedly zood. Asroplanes Were very active today and the enemy planes succeeded, for
the first time sinc® we came into this sector, in crossing our lines and carrying out sa

reconnaissance of the back areas.
During last night we were hoping to obtain some definite information

of an enemy relisf in the regimental sector on our right flank. No abnormal movement was
heard, but we arranged a special artillery and machine gun program to cover that sector
and harass the relieving troops.

D. D. & ., London, K.C. N
(ASoo;) Wt Wizzt/Maozr jso000 517 Boh. 52 Forms C2riblig
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Contd.

The G.0.0. vigsited the 1laft sector during the morning and definitely
instructed the 0.C. Fisld Company to take in hand the re=siting and construction of post 2
in the left sector support linee This new post with another supporting post sited further
sast along OLIVE TRENCH should ensure an excellent defence in our support line. Some of
the posts in the right of the reserve line left sector and 1eft of reserve 1ine right sector
will also need to he re=gited. It would appear from the siting of some of these postes that
the previous occupants had been working on the principle of giting their strong points for
gurprige rather than command. These are orthodox enemy tactiocs at present but our defence
achemes provide rather for command than otherwise. It 18 a matter of different nrinciples
and ideas of defence, and from guP point of view ours is the bettere The Bosch's has been
fumﬂ wanting in several instances and ours is yet to hse proved in a strong attack.
The 96th Battalion carrisd out an inter-company relisf during last

ILight fine rain during the sarly part of the day which made the
ground very muddy and sloppyes The roads however, remain fairly good as theyv are well
drained and in the forward area of the seoctor the duckwalks are sufficient to cope with the
trart'io.

The Ge0sCe vigited the 54th and 56th Bgttalions during the morning
to discuss the action we would take in the possibility of our being asked to arrange a
demonstration in the nsar future. Thig will be to distract gttention from the Division
on our right (3rd Australian) which, it is believed, is to carry out some species of raid
or attack in 4 or O days time. No definite decision was come to but Battalion Commanders
are considering what action thesy would prefer.

. D. & L., London, K.C.
(ASoni) Wit WV 1;::11'1»[:1:3: 750,000 5/17 8ch. B3 Forms Caribjig

/
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The Brigade Major visited the 54th Battalion in the afternoon to clear up
gome doubtful points in the Battalion Defence Scheme and to arrange for a fuller statement of

Captain C.W. LAY, 59th Bgttalion ( Staff Captain Trainee, 15th Brigade)
reported for temporary duty, while the Brigade Magjor is to attend the three days Senior
Officers Course at the Machine Gun School, CAMIERS.

During the night there were disturbances of one kind or another on hoth
We were informed by Divieion that well to the left the enemy raided and captured
Some distance away on the right the S.0.S. wae sent up once during the night
The cause of the trouble is unknown to us. On our front

The weekly Intelligence summsry for period Sﬁth Jenuary to 6th February

Very wet, light rain falling during the greater part of the dave It does

not take very mugh rain to reduce the country to the condition of a morass.

| Construction work did.not progress so well today but we can manage to keep
Special efforte are being made in the direction of
galvaging of R.E. Stores and particularly duckboarde and wiring materisl. Of the former
there are many old German boards in the disused trenches and also a proportion of those of
English construction on tracks and in dugouts which have fallen into disuse. The same
applies to the wiring material but even the wiring of the old Bosch trenches forms a useful
and formidabls obhsiacle in meanv Plaeas and is not to be removed. of bombs, rifles and
gmmunition the area ie now comparatively clear, but an old@ enemy dump has been located in
WYI'SCHAETE containing demolition explosives and all types of bombs and the disposal of it

Place Date Hour
Contd.
REGENTS  |February
DUGOUT S th L :
WYTSCHAETEBWEDNEEDAY. | their "action in case of attack’.
SECTOR
f 1&111{5 .
several men.
and our barrage was put downe.
everything wags gquiet.
ie attached as Appendix 2
Fahr ry
7%
THURSDAY .
on salvaging during most weathers.
df fords a considersble problem.
i {Afooy) "q.‘-‘r['?t I‘u}‘» :E,'r[:}'ﬂi&g;tdu?;uﬁgr /iy Beh.B63 TForms/Ca118/14
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[nstructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
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— : L T "] Hemarks and
Place Date Hour Summmy of Events and Information references to
£ Appendices
REGENT 5 Febrbery Contd.
,  DUGOUTS ., 7t he The Bri gade Bombhing Officer and the Bombing OfFficera of the Support l
WYTSCHAETE | THIREDAY.| Battalions went to the Divisional Dump today to try out the egz grenade (British) which
SECTQOR . is naw to us. A report 13 to he made on it at a later Aate. Tomorrow the Bri cade Bomh=
ing Officer is to ta¥%se a class of the lsaders of the homhing sectiong of each of the suvrport
battalions and 2ive them gome instruction in ths vzse of thiz grenade. :
We have had asveral partiea of civilian visitors in the sector during the
last Pow days. They are brought up as far as the WYT'SCHAETE RIDGE and are thers given s
glimpse of ths wab.
The H4th Battalion earrisd out an inter=-companvy r=2lief during the evening.
February Light rain during the morning, clearing up slightly in the early afternoon.
8the The GeSe0eBe and DeMeGs0. with the Brigade Major visited t barrare and
FRIDAY.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

and direct and harassing fire machine gun positions in the sector. The right sector and
portion of the left were covered, each of the positions being visited. Several of the guns
were not sited to the bhest advantaze and it is probabls that in the near future they

will be moved to differsent locations. Furthsr wi1ll be sald of this matter whan thse
alterations ars authorisad.

The 8th E‘I‘iﬁil{ia on our ri ff-l'lt gacured ﬂ.ﬂﬂthﬂ‘!’* nriconer -!;'h.lg mﬂ""‘ﬂiﬂg‘. Thﬂ
man was apparently on patrol inside our wire and heing sighted, attempted to 2ot away and
wag caught« This ie their fourth priscner, He was interrogated by our Intalligencse
Officer but would give 1ittle or no information. |
: The Chaplain of the 55th Battalion (Chanlain BRUMWELL) reporta that during
vasterday he supplisd 1100 msn with cocom, biscuits gnd cigarottes from hia coffes stall
on the main WYTSOHARTE ROAD., This stall 1s doing excsllent work and Chaplain BRTUMVRELL
i8 -ﬂEE’:}I“TiI]g of vary .-_-:-n,-_q.at Gr‘ﬁdit :

i

D. D. & L.. London, K.C. :
{ABooy) Wi Wij7i/Maogt ;rf:n.nun sfty Bch. 82 Forms Ca1id/i4
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DUGOUTS . ch

WYTSCHAETE _ | SATU.

SECTOR .

JAY .

!’.'? F
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It was a fairly clear day with a strong westerly wind blowing. The Brigade
Major left Headquarters at 9.a.mes to attend a Senjor O0fficsars Machine Gun Couresse at
CAMIERS, lasting thran dave e

At 1l.aeme the Ge0Lley Ael e, With Surzeon=General s5ir N.R.JH0YSE,.V.C.
visited Brigade Headquarters, and accompanied by the Brigadi=r made an inspaction of
the Brigade Sector, visiting the Support Battalions and also The Support Companies of
tha front line battaliona, and thav were abk to inspect manvy of the posts in the sector.
Battalion and Company Headgquarters wers vigited and the G.0.C., ATF., discuased Tarious
matters with Battalion and Company Commanders in connection with the work heing dons,
the gpirit of the men etes The defence of the sector was gone into with the Brigade
Commandesr . Gensral BIRDWOOD spoke to many of the man in their posts and along the
duckboards and appearsd to be very pleased atthétrahsarfulness, and also the amommt
f- work that was being dons.

Candidates Por OfPicera Oadet Battalion were paraded to the Brigalisr who ssalected
tha thres required to attend. This month'as candidates appear to ba a verv good bateh
and the thrses N.0.0's salected should, after goinz through the courss, make good Officers.

An order was recoived from Division regarding a minor entarprise o bhe carried
out hv the 10th A.I.Brigade ( the left Brigade of the Division on our r4dght)s The t he
A.I.Brigade are co-opsrating with a dummy att ack in their sector. The H54th and 5Ath
Battalions have been instructed to thin out their lines before zero hour in order to avoid
casualties from possible retaliation.

D. D. & L., London, E.C.

(ASooy) 'Wt. Wirzi/Mzo31 750,000 5/17 Sch, 52 Forins, Cz118/14
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The Divisional Cormander visited Brigcade Headauartere and went into several
matters with the Brigadior. The A«cA% Q.M.G. accompaniad the Divisional Commandar
and discussed matters regarding accomolation ete, with the Staff Capltain. Tt 1a being
arranged for the Brigade to be allotted accomoiastion for 250 at LINDENHOER CAMP, REMMEL,
which will be used as a Nucleus Camp 2nd for partiss returning from leave, schools,
and also when. reinforcsements arrive. This accomodation has been badly nseded as it
is very inconvenient for units not *o have a camp in rear wherse parties can bes put up
for the night. |

The 0.0. 14th. Fisld Coy. came over in the morning and discussed matters
relating to work in the sector with the Brigadier. Heo asked that as much R.E.
material as possible might be salved and collscted into dumps from which the Field
Coy. might draw direct, owing to the increased difficulty in getting sufficient sup-
plies of R.E. material. It will now be arrangsd for an R.E. officer to go over the
salvage dtmps of the Bripgade and take over the material which can he utilised at once.

Advice was receivad that zero hour for the opseration referred to yestardav
would be 10.p.m. To the minute the gums opened right along the Divisional sector on
our right, also in our own Divisional sector especially on the right where the 8th Bri-
gade were carrying out the dummy raid. Numaroua flares were sesn to go up right
along the German line. ° It could not be definitely ascertained by our O0.P. whether
there was very much rstaliation to our fire, but there appsoared to ba a few enemy shells
bursting in the Divisional sector on our right. Our forward Battalions report that
the snemy fired a few minenwerfers batwesn our support and front line shortlv after
zero hour, also an occasional 4.2. and 5.9. near our sunport lins. Fnemv Machine Funa
firad bursts at short intervals on our Pront but quietened down after sbout an hour =
time. No information is vet obtainable as to ths rasult of the oparation. Tha
night glthough dark, should be very suitabls as a strong wind has heen blowing during
the last two davs,an? the ground has dried up considarably.

D- D, '& Ln T.-{Tl'lﬂl.'lﬂ E-'Cq- ]
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REGENTS
DUGOUTS
WYTSCHARTE
SECTOR «

11t he.

Fehgu&ry
MONIJAY

February
12the.
TURSDAY «

]

The day was dull, with a strong west wind still blowing. |

Information has besen raceived that the raid carrisd out By the 10th.
A«T «Brigade was very succesaful, 31 prisoners bsing captured, many Germans killed
and mpch damgge dons to eriemy works and tronchss, with few casualtiss to the raid=-
ing partye. ;

The Brigadisr went round the 1left Battalion sector and, as the day was
fairly misty he was able to got well forward. The Acting Brigade Major and In-
telligesnce OfPicer also visited the leoft sector in the afternoon, and called in at
right Battalion Headgquarters to discuss the work being carried out, with the 0.0, A
conference is to ba held tomorrow at 54th Battalion Headquarteors at 10.45.a.m., tha
Divisional Commander, Brigade Commander, and Tnit Commanders of the Brigade will be
present , and various guestions are to be discusaed.

The GeS+0:2¢ and DM.G.0, with Acting Brigade Major went along the
Brigade Support Strong Posts and chose new gites for Machine gims in accordance with
a regrouping and altesration of gunms to bs carrisd out, 4n order to derive a greater
offect defensively.

The Conference was kb 1d at 54th Bgttalion Headaquarteras at 10.45.a.m.,
and the svystom of defance of this sector, the change in Machins gm vositl ons ““ato.,
were discuzsed in addition to many administrative mattars.

At 1e30.Deme the Divisional Commandsr prassnted the Shisld won by DLlov.,

H66th Battslion at Divisional Sports, HENENCOURT WOOD, 4in June last.,

A reproaentative parade of 55th Battalion was held at "TRTSH HOUSE" where

the Shield was presented to the winning Company, who were congratulated by the Divis=-
jonal Commander on their performance.

The Brigade Majlor returnsd from Mgchine Gun School at CAMTIERS,

D. D. & L., London, E.C.

(Afooj) Wt Wizyi/Mzozr y3o000 5017 Ech. B2 Formms, C2118/14
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REGENTS Febriuary
DUGOULS 13the

,» WYTSCHAETE WEDNEIDAY b

5 HCTOR .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

It rained during the night, and thsre was a slizght drizzle right
through the dave. The ground is becoming Very muddvy, and slipberve

In the morning the Brigads Commander visitad the left Battalion in
the lines

The Intelligence Officer from reserve “rigade of the Division on our
left came over to obtain information regarding our asyvastem of defesnce, and our concen-
tration points in ths event of an enemv attack on our front, as a reserve Brisade from
one Diviaion has to be in readinesz to be put in to help a flank Divisjon 1f necessarv.

Two American officers, training as Divisional Gas Officers vigited our
gector in the morning, and our Brigade Gag Officer took them around armd showed them the
gas proof doors, and the area zZas stor2s as used in this gsctor. Thev were not abls
to remain long, but were ablo to gather a certain amount of information as to the pre=-
cautionary measures agdopted in the forward areas.

The G«S40.1e rang up in the morning and stated that Division were
anxious to get a prisonsr from oppoaite our front, owinzg to information raeceived from
a prisonsr captured in raid on 1l0th instant to the effect that the Division onposite
our sector was preparing for an offensive on our front. The Brigadier informed Bat =

talions of this, and special patrols are being sent out to endsavour to coms across an
enemy patrol.

D. D. & L., London, K.C. T
(ABoo) Wt Wiryr/Mzosz ﬁ-::,mn s/17 Ech. B2 Forms/ Cauil/ig
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ABGENTS febriuary Day mistvy but no rain. Observation was poor and aerial activity corres=-
D UGQOUTS. 14t he pohdingly smgll.

- WYTSCHARTE THURSDAY Units reported that their efforts during last night to catoch a prisonser were
SECTOR . not succesazsTul. The H4th Battalion is preparing a decov by hombarding a ﬂi]l‘hﬂx

immediately in front of our wire and in our portion of No=Mans=Land in the hopass that

the Boche will investimate that point. Meanwhile, a patrol will slip in bhetween their
patrol and its homs. This is to be continued for several nischts unt4l the Boche
patrol evantuatss.

A rearrangemsnt of the M.G. S.0.3. barrage was made todav owing to a decision
to employ our artillsry grnu? on a barrage lins across ths whole front. This was arran=-
ged in conference with the 0's.0. the 14th. and 86th. M.G.0oys., whoze Comranies are bhoth
covering this sector. It i3 not pozsible To have a continuoas M.G. S.0.5 .Barrage f
across the front, so certain dangerous points only are covered and switches grranged to
control the uncovered portions if nscessary.

The G404+, Division visited Brigade Headquarterzs diuring the morning to dis=

.cuss the defence schems with the Brigadier. A definite deciaion was arrived at with
regzapd to the nucleus to remain in sach post during an overwhelming attack (t he"Bia~hards”
a8 named by General HOBBS), which amount to about 25 per cent of garrisons and all Tewis
Guns . The remaginder of the S.P. garrisons in each case will have heen thinned out as
far as possible on rsceipt of warning of impending attack, and will then he available
ffor local counter=aitack work.

The GeSe0ele called in during the afternoon and again exprosasad a deosire for s

"Talkative Boocha", 1.8. a 1ive prisoner,which we will certainlv 4o our host to obtain -
if not by ruse, then by raid.

D. D. & I.., London, E.C. ‘-ﬁ
(Afpoyd Wt Wiyri/Mzos1 ?f:l:l.':'m siry Bch. B2 Forms Cz118/14 j
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REGENTS February Misty during early morning, clearing up later and remaining a fine dav
st BUGOUTS . 18t he with good visibility from the ground. Aerial activity was not increased to anv
WYTSCHARETE | FRIDAY. great extent, but the heavy guns took advantage of the occasion for registration

SECTOR . PUrPOSHB8.,

The Brigadier visited the I ft battalion sector during the morning and
went round the support and reserve line strong postse. One point of {nvestigation
and interest is a partiallv destroyed battery of enemy 5.9.inch howitzers just east
of DELBSKE FARM, It would be g prize of conasiderable sentimental value if we
could recover one of these guns, but as ths task would rsquire 50 o~ 100 men 1t 1s
not considered profitable. The guestion of salvage genorally iz muweh vaxed at the
preagant time and amounts practically to a competition hetween hrimadss in the lins.

We scorsd a victory today in evicting lst. Div.Salvage Cor. nartiss from our nragarves,
The gusstion does not, of course, take precadenca over Gonsbructional work 4n the ares,
but undoubtedly much valuable work is dons. Iast paried 1in the line this Brigade
galvagsed £8,900. worth of material (excluding R.B. which 13 used locally), and it 4s
expectad to beat this record easily on this occasion.

The DeM.G.0. visited Brigade today and has promised sarly and 7efinite in-
formation on the subject of the propossd reorganisation of tre M.G, defences of the
gsector., The Field Company Commander alzo called to arrangd defintieivr the rdHle of his
commgnd in the evant of an enemy altacke. ;

OQur patrols last night 4id not succeed in bagsging any prisoneras but we
E hops one We wi1ll probably have to obtain our snds by resorting to a prearranged raid
| as did the 3rd. Diviaion to the south. i :

The Staff Captain (Capt.AH.L.CODFREY.M.C.) procsaded on a fortnight U.X.
leave today, and Capt«C W.LAY 128 carrying out the dutises of Staff Captain.

The waeskly intelligence summry for wesk ending WHDNESDAY 13th. 1s
attached as Appendix 3. ADDe B

EE ;."
D.D. &1.. London, K.C. | E
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Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information ﬁf;;:if; Et:
REGENTS Febrbary A comparatively heavy Proat last nisht and the dav was cold but bhright
DUGOUTS o 16th. and clear as a spring day. Visglibility from the ground was sxcellent and to Judge
WYTSCHAETE SATURDAY « by the extraordinary amoiunt of asrial activity, it was vsry good from the ailr also.
SECTOR « Probably a good deal of photography was carrisd out as this work has been rather at a,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

gtandgtill for the last wesk of bad vislibilitye. Airoraft on bhoth sides were very
active, though no air fights were reported, and one enemy plans spent about an hour
hovering at a low altitude over our 1line with dozens of our machin® guns and rifles
firing at hime. He was probably taking photos and apparsntly directing artillery
fire alsoe.

The Divisional Commander held a confersnce of Brigadisrs at this Head~
guarters thiz morninge Ths chiasf topic of discussion was the selection of objsctive
and discussion of means and methods, with a view to a raid or minor operation in the
Divisional Sector in the nsar future. It 1s highly probable that we will be asked to
carry out a raid on GREEN FARM #dn or about the 19th instant, in fact, both that object-
ive and date were suggested by the Brigadiasr. Ralding 1is not the most satisfactory
way of obtaining prisonsre but must bs resorted to at times. Other subjects of admin=
iptration and defsnce of the area wers discussed, but nothing of major importance.

The GeS5¢0e2, DelleGeOe and Brigade Major spent the day vigiting the reserve
line of the front zone and siting, thr oughout ite length, machine gun pogitions for the
support and protection of the postse. The country is difficult and the 1line is not
gited according to the latsst principles of defence, so the task was exacting and took a
groat deal of care and time.

Front 1ine battalions each intimated that they are golne to make another
endeavour tonight to secure a prisoner. The H54th Battalion are rather expecting an
enemy raid on one of their posts which has, during last night and this svening had a
particular amount of attention paid to 1t by enemy minenwserfers and M.Gs. Thev have
made preparstions for his reception in the wav of a specilial artillery rnataliation and
may get an opportunity to hag some of ths rajders if sufficient warning is received.

D. D. & L.,, London, K.C. -
{ASooy) Wt. Wrypr/Mazo3r 750,000 5/t7 Ech. 52 Forms ' Ca118/14
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REGENTS February Anothsr very fine day with good viaibility._ Aeroplanes were verv
DUGOUTS » 17th, active on both sides. An enemy plane repeated yestarday's performance in hovering
WYTSCHAETE SUNDAY » over our line for an hour or more, making an apparsently very detailsd reconnaissance.
SECTOR our "Archies" and Machine Gunz fired vigorously but with a verv unfortunate result.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

One of our shells (or so it appearsed), madse a dirsct hit on one of our planes (an R.T.8.)
bringing it down, both occupamts being killed. One aviator was 'a LIFEUT. STREETWR, %8th
Battalion and A.F.QC. Both wers Australian Officers. A most unfortunate occurence.
Report has it that an enemy plane was brought down over BAILLEUL yesterday and another
today .

The Brigadisr visited the O4th Battalion today to arrange details for the
forthooming rald on GREEN FARM. The Adjutant (Capt.LOVETT,M.C.), and the Intelligence
Officer had carriesd out a reconnaissance during the night and reported that the work could
be done by fighting patrol without any complicated formality of arrangsment. Further re-=
oonnaiszance is to be carried out tonight and consequent on ths report, the artillerv pro=-
gram and Wire cutting will bse arranged. The actual work will probably he carried out
on the night 19th/20th, ’

The AsAe & QeMeGe visited Brigade Headgquarters today to discuse with the
Staff Captain details of the arrangement of a full and detalled statement of the A« & Q.pdmin.
methods and arrangements in the aresn. This has not been committed to paper, and theyv
propoge to draw it up as a further addendum to the Defence Scheme.

The day has bsen very quist, and though shelling on both sides has certainly
increased during the last two days ¥ﬂw1ng to the improved visibility), it 1s as vet hy
no moans heavy. The enemy is undoubtedly very active though quiet and it will be inter=-
esting to watch developemoentse Whether his activity will find 1ts climax in a raid or
in a general attack is yet to be shown, but we are confident in our own powers in either
eventuality. The gensral btenseness in the air is the outcome of the many warnings we
have recelved coupled with the equal numbher of prophesies about the Bosch offensiva.

D. D. & L., London, E.C. oy
(ASoa)) Wt. Wirsri/Mzo31 ﬁ'u,nm /iy Bch. B2 Forms Caii8/rg
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REGENTS February Another bright clear day, though not quite so clsar as yesterday bhut |
DUGOUTS « 18th. appreclably warmor. Air activity was not so great bhut our friend the low flying Bosch |
WYTSCHAETLE| MONLAY. visited the front line for a considerable period againe.
SECTOR « The Brigade Commander confsrmed with 0.C0. Artillery Groun,and the C.0.
54th Battalion at that Headquarters this morning on the subject of the minor enterprise
to be carrisd out tomorrow night. WHIZ FARM has been chosen as the ohjective, and the
party to do the job will consist of an offlcer and about 20 others. The operabtion will
take tho form more of an informal visit by a fighting patrol than of a raild, and we sin=
cerely hope that we can find somabody at home. The artillery program is very little more
' than the usual program of strafss, but arrangzd to meet thes requirements of the tasgk in ,
hand . The instructional and warning memo issued on the subjsct is attached as Appendix.4 AnDe 4,
It was proposed to relieve tha H54th and 568th Battalions by the 55th and
D3rd on the night Bﬂth/Elat, but instructions were received from Divisgion tonight that the
rolief must be postponed until the 228nd or later.
The Brigads Major visited tl® Right Brlgaie Headgquarters to discuss de=

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

tails of a provisional co=operation by their Trench Mortars tomorrow night. ’

The DM«eGeOs was round agaln today and explain=d ths proposed schems for
the roorganisation of the Support Line Machine Guns . The construction of the new positions
is to be proceedsd with at onces The work is to be done mainly by M.Ge. porsonnel (or so
Division propose) which is satisfactory, as men for working partles are scarce these davae.

We have an extra 50 on tonight burying cable, a task that will take some
considerable period to complets. It will also bhe necezgary to rslisvs the 55th Battal=-
ion parties detached bhafore tl y will be sufficiently strong to occupy and hold the 1line.
This will be done by the H54th Battalion who are to he relisved by them.

D. D. & L., London, R.C. ;
(ABooy) Wit. Wiyyi/Mzo31 Fj.ﬂ,E-l:H:I sf17. Sch. B2 TForms/Cz2118/14
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Day fairly clear and sunny but cold. A ground mist obscured
vigibility during the early part of the evening but it became ?1earer about 10 .p.m.

Last night the artillery carried out tonight's shoot in miniature,
and the 0.0. patrol LIEUT «BATESDC «Ms, 54th Battelion, was out in N.M.L. observing
the ef'fect. A few shells fell short, but the artillery will ensure that this does
not ocour during the actual stunt by a very careful selectlon of their ammunition.

The Heavy Trench Mortars put over 10 shote on to the wire at WHIZ
FARM to tear it about. We are not going to have them working tonight but a Tew of
their missiles should remove any wire about the place.

_ The Ce.0«Ces, Divigion vigited Brigasde Headguarters this afternoon and
discussed the projected operation and the question of the relief of the present hattal-
ions in the line, Division are taking no active part 1in the arrangement of the entor=
prise which is satiefactory from our point of view, since the whole thing is so local
and on such a small scale. The question of the postponement of the relisf was gone into
and it wase decided that we mizht relieve by the two support battalione vomorrow night
20th/21lat February. This rushes things rather, but the relief is a simple one and will
mésn very little bother. The order for the relief was published tonight and 1s attached
as Appendix 9. The question of the changs over of the working parties has intro=
duced considerable difficulties. The 53rd Battalion and 55th have sunplied most of the
personnel for the large psarmansnt parties, a method which does not meet with the approval
of Divigsione They prefer to allott parties equally to all units ard to Yeep them during
the whole tour in the 1ins, whereas the scheme upon which we have been working demands
their relief at some intormediates period. Both achames hava thair advantaceg, bt we
ars now instructed to conform td the Divisional idea. Lack of men formed our chief trouble
as far a2s the 53rd Battalion was concerned, hut this has fortunately hesn overcome by the
opportuns arrival of soms relnforcsments. Division reguire that no bhattalion sntar the
line at a lower strength than 85850 gl11 ranks.

' The Brigadisr visitsed ths Left Battalion Sector during the morning and
inspectead a site supggested by the 0.0+ Field Company for a new strong post in ihe Support
Line. This matter is to be definitely fixed on the 8lst instant.

| Major SeAHUNN,M«Ce, GeS«0.2. Intelligence at Corps, called during the
morning on no special business, but anxious to do anything in his power to help us.

ADD o Hi
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A German aseroplane was driven down by our planes in the Divisional Sector on
our left today. It is believed,(and hoped), that it is the rather pushing fellow
who has been spending so much tims over our front line diring the last few dave .

The much discuassed raid took place in accord-nce with programme.At 9.p.m. the
guns opsnad up and by 9.20.p.m. had ceassd arain and evervthing was over, as far asg we
f£hen knew, with 1littls or no raply from the BOSCH. It was about 9.35.pem. that ths
0.0es B4th Battalion rang up to 2ay in cods that ths raidars had roturned and renorted
evervthing satiafactory. A 1little later he confirmad and addisd that hs thought that
thev “had taken sever prisoners, but that the special 1line had broken and that thev had
to send & runner for the information. At 9.45.p.m. hoe rang up to sav that ths party
was all in, one slight wound and that he had the seven prisoners in his own headquarterss
Naturally everybody was Very plsased. The Bosch wer2 agsnt for hv Divislon and taken away
in cara to Divisional Headquarters for interrogation.

The operation appears to have been highly auccessful and very neatlv executed,
and the wires hum with congratulatory messages to the Battalion and memhers of the nmatrol.

The full report on ths show will be included in this record. Tt is exnsescted in during
the early morninge. ~

The dav was decidedly mistv and looks rathsr» 1ike a return to the weather of
about a week agoe It is comparatively warmer however, and bvY no means mpleasant.

The Divisional Commander ard the Bricadier went to the 54th Battalion Head=
quarters today, and the patrol which carried out last night's enterprise were paraded

t0 be personally congratulatad. The Divisional Commander spoke in terms of high prailse

on' their work and on its general sffect on the spirit of the hattalion and of the Brigade.

The report on.the raid was received and forwarded to Division this morning. A
copy is attached as Appendix 6.

The Brigade Major visited 55th Battalion and thers interviewed all the nominees
for the next rslief at ths Training Battalion and Tralning Brigade. Thev appear a 1iksly

D. D. & L.., London, E.C.

(Afoo) Wt. Wirri/Mzo3r 730,000 5/17 Seh. 52 Forms, Cz118/14
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| ebhrupry
20 tT

SDAY

eabruary
els
ITHURSDAXY

Gorntd s

lot, both OfTicers and men, and havoe pood records of service and of schools attended. Some

N gain by a ldttle brishtening up in appearance, but this applles to moat people aftar:
;a%h?zé wagka apsll in the line. The sbandard is wertainly hetter than that of twelve
months ago -~ the result undoubtedly of th; viggrnug gimpaignt:hiih haﬂﬂsﬂzgkgﬁiigﬁted

a1 r f of "duds” on our Tralning UnitS. attalions n _
:ﬁgiiigughiﬂPEZEigg Egrtgy N.C.0's and Officers who are qualified in knowledge, experience
snd powers of instruction, wnd who are deserving of the comparative rest of a six months
spell in Englend. And that is ths only way to increass the efficiency of our Training
Baass and so bring material profit to the efficiency of our units in the fleld.

. The relisf of the 54th and 56th Battalions by the 55th and 53rd Baltalions
respectively was conducted succe=ssfully, bsing completed by 0+4 pem. (@e0 Appendix 5)
It has beon indicated that our spell in the line may be longer than was originally intended
and that ths increase will probably nscessibate another inter=battnl ion raliefl.

The weather today revertsd to that of two days azo, quite clear and

bright with good visibility from the grnugﬁ. inmiihﬂ air it was probably not eso eood,

j from the comparatively 1little aetlal activityv.
t? Sigaa rmg ThﬂI%rigadisr visited the laft asctor today accompanied by the 0.0.
F41eld Coves and deofinitely located the new atrons point: mentioned on Tuesdave. Thiﬂd
should complete the siting in the support lins and the completion of all posts shoul
hiot take more than a weelk. The reault will be a very formidable 1line of defence.
Thse construction of alternative machins gun positions 1is also being proceeded with
vigorously, and these positions will ultimately form the regular dofensive pnﬂitinnf
for the support and reserve lines. Untll they are fully completed, the present no%
altozether satisfactory machine gun dispositions will be malntained.

i Liout«0ol. A«MeRog8 DeSe0, GeS.0 2 Operations Australian Corps,
visited the B4th Battalion and interviewed ths leadingz 1ishte who took part in ths raid

D. D. & L., l.ondon, E.C, [}
(ABoo;) Wit. Wisst/blapost grﬁ'n,um s/# Bch. 52 Funns.;{,zu:ﬁ,fu
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DUGOUTS «
WITSCHAETE TH
SECLOR »

REGENTS Faziuary
=]

“
FRI

& .

Fah%u&ry

gt e

SDAY d

nd .
AY «

noon With a tendancy towards rain.

Contd .

on the night 19th/20th, with the object of eliciting sny information further to the re-=
port which might form the substance of lessons and hinte for future minor operations of
that nature. The subject of formation was touched on and a comparison made hetween
that uvsed bv the 3rd. Australian Divi sion in some of their minor reide, and that uea@ by
1B e These differ in that the former, moved in columns in file, and ours was practi=.
cally an extended line with pairs of flenkerse, and a palr connecting to the rear. Both
are useful, but ours suited the terraln and was practicable owing to the hattered con=
diti on of the wire. It was decided however, that future parties ghould carrv wiras
cutters and that after pascsing the ensmy wire, men should ha left to clear a lans hack.
The raiders carried no eguipment, bhut rifles and fixed bavonetae, two uling of cartridee=
and full marazine, two bombs (Mills No.5.), and 3.B.R's. "No flash bombs" were carried
as on® of the men remarked, meaning that the Mills only were used and no smo¥e or less
known types taken over. The incalculabe value of the inclusion of a German speaker

in the party was proved by the fact that the onemy surrenderad without a murmer when
called upon, whereas if ths German apsaker had not bheen there, they would have had to
have besen bombsd out of their dugout. The ment who took part in the work were all
volunteers and a remarkably fine stamp of man, young and keen and quite remarkably

modsst over their achievemente.
Weelkly intelligence summe ry is attached as Appendix 7.

Bright clear morning with gzood visibility, clouding over in the after=-

The Brigadier spent the morning in the Porward ares and went well 1D
towards the front l1linsSe. PTONEER LANE,(our forward communicati on trench in the rlnht
battalion sector) ias progressing by degressd That 1ie to say, the improvement of the
existing sap i@ progressing, and it 1e passable up to and bvevond the forward Company
Headguarters in that sector.

D. D. & L., London, E.C, ol
(AS0o;) Wt. Wryyi/Maozt 750,000 5/17 Sch. 82 Forms Ca118/14
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SGENTE Februar: Contd «

;gﬁggth. 2end . ; from BErigade Headquarters. This is guite a good site and could he irmproved to make

WYTSCHAETE FRINOAY gquite a useful range. The necessitv for musketry training is beins greatly emphasised

SECTOR » at present from above, and we are finding 1t rather difficult to fulfil the supggestions.
It is practicably a question of Musketry.V. Work since ths demand for labor in the areas
is so gr9oat that men are scarce for tralnings That is the result of = fnrzard glons
position, might work and short man hour shifts. It is imperative that t a.wn;k
should be pushed on, but we must manage to arrangs to pass our hackward men through a
musketry course.

February Dull and very cloge. Milte remarkabls weather for this time of the
2 'j. . H SaI e
SAT AY The G.0.0, visited forward area to inspect the work at pragent helng

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

done on the proposed machine gun defensive lin2s. Thagse are in accordance with a new
scheme for the protection of our present support and reserve 1in2s, and when the pronosed
work is entirsly complsted will take ths place of the pragent disnositions for the deafence

Al ost of those vigited
of the area. He did not manage to s=e all the nsw positions, but mos

were satisfactorily siked and in position to fulfil their allotted tasks. One onlv will
have to he resited or raised above ground level. The tactical nlacine of the guns is
gquite sound anékﬁill defend their lines effectively.

F

: The Brigade Major visited the Field Cov, Artillery Group Headdauarters
and the line ba‘talion headquarters, to disecuss current questions as to the work and
def'snce of the arsoa. The 0.0.,Ffield Coy, has submltted s suggestion for a new stroMy
point in the support system, which will have to be further investigated. A considerable
amount of information was gained from the line battalions as to the conditi on of our front
line wire = though ita accuracy is not yet proved. Tt is an almost forsgone cmncluainnh
that no unit can command or even locate the wiring carried out by its predecessor, althoug
nominally accurate reports have hesn made by that predecessor thme and agalne.

D. D. & L.. London, E.C. - .
{ASooy) Wt Wiyyr/Mao3zr 750,000 s/17 Boh. B2 Forms (.21 18/14
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SECTOR .
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24th,
SUNDAY

February
29th.

MONUDAY «

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Clouwdy and dull all day but not so close as yvesterdave Obgervation was not
bad , egpecially during the late afternoon, and air activity waszs conzsiderabls. Thara
was also rather more action from the "Hsaviss"™ on both sides, the Bosch paving a good
deal of attention to ONRAET WOOD and GRAND BOIS, and vary nearly doing serious damare
to the 53rd Battalion Headquarters. The simmal office got a direct hit whieh, though
wrecking a comparatively solid pill=box, did not casualty anv of its four occupants.
OQur heavies opened in retaliation rather more guickly than usual since one of their own
© inoh batteries was close to the scenes of tha agtrafe.

The Brigade Major visited tle posts and nsw machine gun positions acrosg the hri=
gade area, visited yessterday by the Brigadier. All the new posts are comnleted and could
be occupied at any time, but there still remalns the question of asccomodation. This should
be sufficiently far advanced two days ioence to allcw the new positionz to be occipied
without unnecessary discomfort to the men; and on th e ococupation of thas new positions a
nsw disposition of the two companisg (l4th. & 25th.), will be taken into use.

LIEUT «A«C s.WOOLRYCH, 53rd. Battalion, reported to Brigade Headquarters todav to
take over from LIEUT.J.E.MURRAY, §55th Battalion, the duties of Brigade Intelligsncse
Officere. Lisut. Murray is reporting to Division tomorrow to act temporarilv as Division
Intelligence Officer during the absence of that officer at Corns.

Rather dull and cloudy during the morning and inclined to rain, but clsared
up later with the westerley wind. There was not much activity during the dav though
the heavies spoke now and then in reply to enemy shelling of WYTSCHAETE and ONRAERT WoOOD.
The Divisional Commander came down to Brimale Headquarters to®av and I nformad
the Brigadisr that ths 3rd Division on our rizht, wers to carrv out another operation and
that we wers to arrange minor operations to assist. It has fallen to us to carrvy out
a rald and a dummy raid or 68hinese Attack. The objective Bor the raid has not wvet heen
decided, but it will probably he on the left battalion ssctor front, though the Divisional
Commander is inclined to favor the dumy from that flank. The actual points will be decid =~
ed tomorrow by the Brigadier in confersnce with the forward Battalion Commandsrs. The

D. D. & L., London, E.C. h
(ASoa|) Wt. Wiypi/Mzo3r 730,000 5/17 Sch. 52 Forms/Caiil/ig .
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temarks and
Place Date Hour Su;umarjr of Events and Information " ﬁfg;iﬁﬂmg,
REGENTS | Febrhary
DUGOULL « 2othe. Contde _
WYTSCHAETL MONDAY Chinese Attack will necessitate the provision of dummy figures to he placed out in
 SECTOR.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

NeieLes and arranged so that they may be pulled up and down.

The 0«C., 25th. Machine Cun Company (Captain BARKER.D.C.M.) who Mms
just returned to the Company, and who will be acting in future ae the Maghina Gun Group
Commander for the ares, called at Brigade Headquarters this morning to discuss thse Melie
question with the Brigade liajor. The construction of the new posgsitli ons has heen
completed and the companies are conti nuing with the construction of the ghelter for

the crewse. It is hoped that we will be completed bhefore tomorrow night so that
we may carry out the reorganisation shortly.

(ASooj) Wt. Wiyzi/Mzo3r 750,000 517 Ech. 52 Forimns C2118/14

D. D. & L., London, E.C, .
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RG] | the afternoon and early evening.
REGENTS February Bright during the morning but dull during )
gugoﬁrs . 26t h. About Qe.pems it was bright moonlight, and the lightness had the effect of binding our
WYTSCHAETE |TUESHAX . patrels back to our own wirse. Thev could not move anvy distance into W.lf.L. without
SECTOR being shot at. We have the satisfaction however, of knowing that the German 1s in
| 3 the same predicament . The patrolling has of late besn remarkably good, and there 1s

|\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

no doubt that N.M.L. is our property, though it is so large that the Bosch manages to get
o, patrol out about halfway sometlmes.

i The Brigade and Divieional Cormanders vieited the forward battallion Headguarters
during the forenoon to go into the question of the raid and durmy. It was decided to carry

" out a similar stunt agairnet WHIZ FARM to that done by the 54th Battalion, and to direct

the dumpy agalinst THE TWIKGC. The event will prcbably tale place on the night ond/%rd Varch
at an hour to be laid down by the 3rd Division, who are of course carrying out the important
operation of which our little atunts are only side shows. A repetition of our raid on
WHIZ FARM should meet with success, as he will scarcely expect it. Apainet that view ie
the argument that he will have taken precautions, and the very personal $15ment nffnervfuﬁ-
nese might lead him to be particularly careful at that pointe. However the type Gb opars
tion does not allow him much latitude of i?tiﬂii and awiftness on our part is the *ev to

ol ttallon are ver gen To carry On.
B9 B0 TgEEG.SEE}??, E.i? & QiM-G-E and the Arti%lary Group Commander all called at
Brigade Headquarters during the afternoon to discuss Ral@", and general policV.Ralds andh
atunts rather f£ill the field of view at present, and thev are a decided improvement on the
diemal "Gorman Offensive" talk that has been playing rather a prominent part of late.
| Enemy artillery was rather activae todav 1n sbount the game reglion ag-veatﬁrdav,
1.8 round ONRAET WOOD. Our heavies engaged him and the duel continued Tor a while
and then both sides ceased.

D. D. & L., London, E.C, SN
(ASoo)) Wt. Wiyza/Mao3t 750,000 §/17 gch. 62 Forms'Cztil/14
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Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information | ' references to
! Appendices

DUGOUT L » 27th. the afternocone. The ground is very greagsy and, in the shelled areas very sloppye.
WYTSCHAETER WEDWESDAY, The Brigadier vigited the right aector during the morning and went
SECTOR « round some of the reserve gun positions recently completed. These are not yet occu= |
pied, but the work on the accomolation for the crews is now almost completes The Machine |
Gun Group Commander reported to Brigade today to inform use as to the progrees of the work.
as far as the group is concerned, we could carry on with the redistribution of the com=
panies tonight. It is necessary however to work in with the flanking brigades to ensurse
co~operation, and the brigade on the right ie not vet quite ready with 1ts pogitions. It
is expected however, that we will be able to carryv on tomorrow ndght. The Brigsde Major
15th Brigade (on our right) is coming across tomorrow morning to arrange detalls of the

change overe

REGENTS .Febiuary Dull and inclined to rain during the morning, and a biting wind in

The G.0«C+, Bth Brigade, and his Brigade Major called during the after=
noon « Thev were controlling the execution of scheme "C" for the reserve hriecade action
in cace of attack, which scheme allows this Headquarters for the reserve bhrigade. The
worlt was being done in skeleton to prevent too much extra movement, and apneared to goO
off very very successfullv.

The Brigade Major visited a demonetration of the working of ths dummy
figures that are to be used for the Chinese Attack sghortlye. Tt wae necessarv to make
aome minor readjustments and alterations to obtain a suitable contrivance which was hoth
serviceable and practical under the prevailing condit ongse. Thirty figures are to be com=
pleted with frames eice. by +t omorrow night and placed in the forward poet nearest the scene
of the proposed attacke.

ile received news during the evening that the enemv are expected to attack
on the high ground about GHELUVELL early tomorrow morning. Tnite have been warned in
case the attack should effect us, put the scene is several miles away and it is not likely
to be on such a large scale as to be felt very much heres
The weeklv intelligence surmary for period 91t /26th February is attached

as Appendix . _ . ApD el

D- n. & I..I--.. Lﬂﬂdﬂ“. E!c- -
(ABooj) Wit Wizzi/Maozz 750,000 s/i7 Bch. 52 Forms Ca118/14 l s J
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REGENTS Febryary Dey dull and cold with sleet in the ailr during the early afternoon. Enemy
DUGOUTS « 281t he activity was not above normale. He was drorping a f ew ehells over WYTSCHAETE and
WYTSCHAETE |THURSDAY. towards GRAND BOIS during the morning, and our heavies spoke to him in return.

SEGCTOR o The Corps Commender accompanied by General PEYION the NMilitary Secretarv,
went round the area todaye. Thig is ths third time General BIRDWOOD hag heen roimd
gaince w2 have heen in. He called at several Battalion Headgquarters ard spoke fre=
quently and $heerily to the men ag they passed on the trackse. General PEYDON was very

interested in the remaineg of the eneny defences and the pill=hoxes which were apparently new
to hime

Trhe Brigade Najor 15th Brigade d4id not come over today, and it was not possibhle
to arrange for the chahge over of machine pguns for tonight. This mav now be don2 at anv
time as the companizs on the right should just about complete their work tonight.

The 0fficers Uommanding 83rd and 55th Battalions (in the 1ine) and the Prigade
Major attended o lecture at LOCRE on counter battery work. This was given by the
Se0ey Corpe Heavy Artillery and was extremely interesting and proportionately instructive.
He gave a detailed account of their metbods of locating and dealing with enemy batteries,
and explained several points which we, in our ignorance had previously imagined had been
overlooked . For instance a case was quoted of a2 big enemy gun seen Tiring on the 25th,
end it was thought that no heavy F.0.C. had seen it. We discovered however, that the
gun was kmown, ite positi on accurately fixed, and detailed information as to ite time of
firing and its target, were in the counter battery office. This is mostly done by soind

ranging and flash spotting, two methods which, though of infl nite value to our ®unners,
are unknown to the lay man.

|
D. D. & L., London, E.C. o _ﬁr
(ASoo;) Wt. Wipyi/Mzo31 750,000 5/17 Bch. 52 Forms C2t18/14 I
| O
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Hemarks an
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information e rf;eet;lcdai Ei;a
REGENIS Febr&arr- The whole of the month of Febhruary has been spent in the 1line and has
DUGOUTS « passed as pleasantly as it possibly could have done under those circumstances. The
WITSCHAETE weathar has been good, ths sector is well organised and fairly clsan, and the period
SHCTOR has besen quiet. The major part of ths activity has besn on our side. Tsa have
had very few casualties (1 officer and 21 others wounded), and our wastape over all has
only amounted to & officers, 213 others. This is good for a brigade Tor a winter J

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

month in the 1line and it is mainly owing to the comparative mildnsss of the wsather.
From the supplies point of view also the tour has been satisfactory as rations ars good
and comparatively plentiful, and we havs axperienced 1littlse or no difficulty in trans-
porting them throughout the sector.

The greater part of our energies this month have of course hesn spent
on work on the improvsment of the defences of ths =sector, and on salvage of materilal.
The constructional work has resulted in a well wired picquet l1line, a much stronger
support system brought into line with the Division on our left, and which, though not
yvot quite complete, is almost so, and is completely wired; a reserve line in Just as
advanced condition as the support 1line; a complete® new system of machine pun deafencs,
which though not yet occupied, is ready for occupation at any time; and the extension
of ths accomodation in the area to houze comfortably our strength. Many more minor
tasks have been completed, including the construction of a new forward sap on the left
Plank from DELBSEE FARM to SePefa0.1ls in the suppnort 1line; the almost comnleted cable
bury from Ressrve to Support Company in the right sector; the improvement and maintenance
and new construction on the duckboard tracks in ths arsa, and manv zimilar jobs of work.
A great deal of salvage has been collected, but the official figures have not as vet bheen
igsued, and will be quoted in the Diary for next month. The shortage -of labor ocecasioned
by the sxtent of the area, and its forward position, has rather limited ns, but the amoumt
of work that has bsen done in 2ll directions 1s eminently satiafactorv.

As far as our operations are concerned we havs nothing at all at which
to cavil. Our reliefs have heesn comnletely succeasful, our patrols efficient and
thorough, and our one minor opération an unqualified success = executed according to

D. D. & L., London, K.C. ) i
(ASoaj) Wt Wiyri/Mzo3x 7so000 s/iy Sch. B2 Forms Cz2118{14
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o= Summary of Events and Information 1'1;*;:1‘;15&;‘ ' |
Place Date | Hour |
;Dﬁﬁgﬁgra i sk gggziém, no casunlties, and prisoners 33% of ths'partyﬂc&rPY1ng out the raid. Tt would
Se : | ; d of 1ite kind. |
: g £ind & more successful raia o
* WYTSCHALT G R HHET.L0085 19 Ef training there has been very little generally amakir;s:- Thﬁ %: to
| y in the liﬂE’ rom e‘-peint O i f
more profitable than a gquiet spell p s e econio :
- - h of coutese, has its disacdvantage
of all ranks, unless 1t be & battle whic | & The nae . Bave ﬂ
: | n bhetter, and the keenness O .
d efficiency of the Brigade have never been ’ |
22 u;pbrtunit; of ‘partaking in the more active GFEEggionE is indicatdwe of the very high
' ich the morale and efficiency have reached. ) -
gtandard whic EREtUPHE showing etrength and casuslties for the month are attached as -
SponEe 24 A map of the area is attached to the original copy (only) ?ehiha ;:nunt
of work current does not allow of three copies heing produced . Othsr$ wil An;aggix e W
during the course of the next month for attachment to the other two conilese _
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WAR DIARY

14th., AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE .

FOR

FEBRUARY 191=.

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.
1, _ SEEE?? showing Brigade Area (attached original cony
2e J Weakly Eummdrﬁ 30th Jannary to 8th Fehruarv.
: < J Weekly Intelligence summarv from 7th to 13th Fehruary.
0, / Brigade Order 125,
5 - Report on raid 19th February.
Te v Weekly Intelligence Simimarv 1&th to 20th Februaryv.
8. { Weoskly Intelligence Summarvy 2lat to 27+h Februarv.
Oe +  Returnas for mont h.
/0. AR KT IN B nifopy Hv tconth .
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le GENERALS The front has been exceptionmally quiet during the period.
Very little of the ememy has been seen during the day and no patrol
encounters have taukZen Dlace at night. The enemy is appgrently hold=-
ing a pill-=box post line through THE GIANT 0.1l2.¢:2.7. THE TWINS
@-11-6-9-2- Pill-bﬂxﬂﬂ at Gilﬂlﬂ.iaglgﬁi BAHG’ FARHB'I’?-'ID-Q.S-WHIZ
FARM QOel7edeB8e¢%e¢ gnd FLY BUTIDINGS 0Qel7cdoe4e0e He takeg ashelter in
these during the day time end pushes out M.Gse to shell hole em=

placements at night.

X X

" 2e QPIRATTONS. Relief. The 14the.A.T.Brigade relieved the 1st.A.T.Brigade
in the line on night 30/31lst Jap ugry.

3¢ PATROLS o (1) Each Battalion has patrolled No Mans Land nightly.
= THE TWINS and THE GIANT were reconnoitred, the wire in fromt of the
& latter being very strong. Working partiss were heard at THE TWTINS
and WHIZ FARM and on two occasions enemy bParti es were heard moving
in the distance. No actual encounter took place.
(). No emsmy patrols approached our lines or were met

with in No Mans Land.

4. ggUg%ﬂE GUNS. (1)e Our M.Gs. carried out night harassing fire on enemy
racks and posts. On the night 4/65th February increased fire was

carried out om enemy tracks on account of an expected relief.
(2)e Enemy M.Gs were active im A.A. work during the day
and on on® tracks at night. VERNE ROAD and PIONEER IANE in 0Qe.lB8e.and

Oel7« Were regularly swept.

5o TRENCH MORTARS.(1)s Our L.T.Ms wers gctive by might firing from forward
positions om to eangmy M.G.positions and posts. In several cases

active l.&Gs were silemced by their fire.
Mediam and HeaVy T.ls fired in conjunction with

artillery on THE GIANT, THE TWINS, WHIZ FARM and FLY BUILDINGS.
(2)e Enemy Minenwerfers were not consistently active. 8
i Minenwerfers were in evidence, 1 firing from THE TWINS on to the
A left Battalion outpest line, 1 at BANG FARM and 1 at FLY BUTLDINGS
. Piring on to the right Battalion outpost line. No damage was done
i to the posts omn either fromt., -

| 8¢ ARTILIERY. (1) Our artillery has carried out regular shoots day 'and
y night. The daily prograrme imcluded Lock 5, Loek 4, THE GIANT, THE
| TWINS, POLL, HOUSE, 0.18+.a¢. PUMP FARM 0.12.b., SPUD, MURPHY, and PAT
4 FARMS Qel8ebhe and area 0Qel8ede
: The heavies Fired on KORTEWILDE and HOUTHEM.

(2)s Enemy artillery activity has been very slight. The
n omly areas shelled with any consistancy were THE WOOD in QOellea. and

3 PIONEER LANE in O.1l6.
Te CASUALTIES. 1 Wounded.

; ""-'r‘: :

§ X

|
| Bri g.=General, l
| S é Commanding 14t heAUST. INF. BRTGADE. /v

| g&ﬁ
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l » WE I G s 2o

S _Porid 6epeme 6/2/18¢ to 6ep.me 13/2/184

& GENFRAL., Th enemy ghttitude during the woek he.g bheen quite normally
paaaivla in ;,111 resPects, He still holds the front line posts rurming
through THi STANT Oe12¢0e THE TWINS Oellede BANG FARY Oo17.be WHI@ FARIM.

| Oe17¢de andfLY BUILDINGS Oel7.d. Practically no movement 15 seen in
these in ty daytime but Working parties and M.Gs are located thers b

night,
g._q&gm No enemy raidswere attempted. |
o PATROLS o (a). Our patrols reconnoitred N.M.L. nightly and raintained

liaison wih flanks Owing to the darkness and the mud
. . 3 1e C 1 - dy eenditio
ths grouwry very little information was obtained. Sounds of Wﬂ?kin}; i i
Iéi.ﬁ%ea wre ila_a.f‘d at WHIZ FARM 0e«17.d. Post at 0-12.;-33-05', TEE
NI, gut LHE TWINS+ 2 suspected M.G.positions wer . |
found tobs Em?uaupiad- oy oA
: ble 2 enemy patrols epproached our wire in 0«17
i ‘ « u
4 Were finpd :(}zbby garift guna. o casualties however were fnu;ﬁ' o 5
'MQHIHE_QUH&_ . ur liews carried out s prograrme of =4 }
fire onoeneny tracks and posts, Al gt o £
(2)- Enemy l.Gs have been restricted to indireet sweeDing Y |
. fire on Gur(tz;aukﬂ, ospecially in 0+¢16+& 37e ’ ]
o 9olRENCH MO lioe(l)e Our L.T.Ms haveg fired nightly .on the sbhovemsnti o
: enemv Peste, and were successful on occasions ﬁ‘/ﬂilanﬂing I&.T'JE:‘; i
:élh: M.T.ME mdﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂaﬁmgs carried out destructive shoots on the same
my pJ8ts. dany pill-=boxes have been hit and » eat
b = must hgve b?arit caused. et
G ARTTLLIRY, 1)e Our Artillery hes been normslly active. Th |
U . e 18 pdr
¢arrjed out regular ghoots on the front 1line and forward posts a.rpld i?hﬂrT
0 heavisg shelled thse canafl, HOUTHIM, KORTEVWILDE, TEHBR]:ELEH, GDIEIHEE énﬁ!
WERVICQe Night firing in short bursts has also been carried on, in=
tensified n?zzfigh; 11/12th in expectation of an snemy relief. |
o he enemy shelling has been light ami intermittent |
Eggnf:vngrjige a&r'aa.a being D’; 10ebe and Osllese, the ridgs bahiljid GEEE’IE
LA n Ve Qe Qe sy SUPPOrt Line r 5 +a
e e ik e » SUpp 1 in OelBe and the Communicati on T_enﬁhr
Oonsequent on our bombgrdment on ni 10/11t ‘-
a light barrage waes put dowly on ares Os18. - ERA - Thes

7 eQASUALT IES o 2 Other ranks

i . = —

B e i el 1

o R, AL
4 § ér Ve | Brige.=Gensral
| % E\ } Comm nding l4th -AUS?{IHF.- BRIGAEE:
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- 65th ﬁﬁalﬁ. On o = ¢ ' 141
56t h Ba;t;g—li s AUSTRALIAN
. -‘ﬂ-.i‘,_ . a': M. OV » : | W L
_14th L.T .M. %. ) For informati on. IN.FI T- ir e
A _M BI’iEﬂﬂGt
ﬁﬁrigaﬂﬁ- } '
Bth Australian Division. )
-~ HOLLEE h @E‘W Artillery.) . | :

ll ﬁ minor wntargsriaa will be carried m:b by the 5%1‘1 Battalion on t:m

L."‘-' n .r.t ht l%hfﬁﬂth Fﬂbruary. B.E'&iﬂﬂt WHIZ FARH at Oe 17.&: 7eBe With the ﬂhjﬂﬁt
_ of obtaining identification and prisoners. | | |

] ut
t will be carried mrl:- 'by party of 1 officer and abo
53 ﬁﬁ:rﬁﬁaﬁﬂf“ﬂ:ﬂ% the co-operation of of the HOLLEBEKE GROUP ARTTLLERY.

! he tv will assemble 11':1 a lie out position about ﬂ.l‘?f.dﬁﬁ 7e DY

i m-e-: ,ﬁ,ﬁﬁ;agﬂ %hm artillery . will open on WHIZ FARY, FLY EUI]'.D%:E‘GS ’ME;IGH
DARM. BANG FARM snd Tﬁ Twms, for two minutes. During this time ﬁa

ik sy '" d e IZ .FARH ag far as pﬂﬂaiblﬁn At Zero PLUS _Imil
(R - - o 1ift fr L "ARY and the party will close in and investi=
e ek "l'-‘hn Etrﬂng Plﬂint - | 1 yrty will arrange his own signal for

thirawal. Fire will ha maintainsﬁ' on ﬁ‘l%w other strong pointe mmtimaﬁ |
f _p rﬁﬁtﬂ.l thﬂ part-y has raturnad- |

"-

\L ﬁ?- Details af tho a.rtillary e T orwar
L

. talione | ; G S
|, 8 Zero hour will be notified latere
. s e =5 i
I A i BRIGADE MAJOR,

l'i'bhi AUST . INF -mI ME .
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14th. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDEF:D 195.

e o ——

Raforonoe Shaet 8. 1/4000O. Headguartsrs,

19th. Fob. 1918.

(1)« The 55th and 53rd Battalicns will relisve the 54th and 98th
Battalions resvectively in the 14th. Brigade scctcr on ths night 20th/21st .
Fobruary. ;

Rolivaed Battalions will take over the camps vacated by their
ralief .

(2)s Dotails of relisf, advanced parties guides etoc. will h2 ar-
ngngsd diroct betwesn oCmmanders concernad.

No portion of a fromt line strong point garrison will vacate
{ts post bzafore the arrival of ths whols of its reliof, and the fTormal
hand ov 37 «

(3)s Rocoeipts will be exchanfed for all mapa; documants and stores
and a copy forwardsd to tais offics within 48 hours of completion cf the
1‘:311(31" .

(4), Details of the relisf of detachad working partles will be
izagued agparataly.

(5). Complation of the relisf will be wired to Brigade by the code
word CHART .

rigade Headquartors will romain at REGENT 8T. DUGOUTS.

: -"2"?,‘ ol {
1'. :.-i-'{-/.? oy S+
W/V\E"Hrf fr2 Ha jor,

""" BRIGADE MAJOR,

| 14th, AUST, TNF. BRIGADE.
| rasued through SIGNALS at

{8)s ACKNCYLEDGE.

Ccny HQe

|

i AT e e e
J ‘ar Diary. e 08 P g
A3rd Battalion. 0
{\ H54th Battalion. 5 e
a9th Battalions o
E&thh Battalion. G
4th e G0y e
,_.;:'[.-ﬂ I_;-T.i‘:l-..mq l{}-
215 i e Sl 11l.
14th ficld Coy-Aets 10
28th CosAsAsS U . 1o
14th risld Amb., 14.
_"'L all ql'fj -:'"; . 151 &
NGe 3-51@- sactione. 1€
Sth Aust.Division. 18« &
HOLLESEKS uroup Art. 1.
3th Inf.Brigadose. 30 9
1l2th Inf.Brigade. a1 R)
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";#* AUSTRALTAN TMPRRTAL FORCE. ﬁﬁ@ﬂmfwé 3b |
WO |

¥ REPORT ON MINOR ENTHRPRISE CARRIED OUT BY THE B4th BATTALION AT F.
QN THE NIGHT OF 19th FEBRUARY, 1918.

. — i —— S — T —— — i —————— O — o —

1. | On the 16th February instructions Were received from the 14th Australial
Infantry Brigade ordering a minor enterprias to be carried out by ths H4th
Battalion on GREEN FARM (0.17.bete4).
on the evening of the 17th inst, a reconnoitring patrol consisting of tle
Battalion Intelligence Officer (Lieut.H.E.G.ETAPLES.M.H.s, the officer com=
manding the party (LieutsA.G,BATES.D.C.M.) and 6.0/Ranks of the party pene-
* $rated GREEN FPARM and found that it was not occupied by the snemy. Tden -
Y tifieations being imperative another objective had to bs chosen. This
was decided at a conference held at the 54th Battalion Headguarters at 10eam
18th instant. The conference was attended by the G.0.C. 14th «A.T.Brigade,
the O0fficer Commanding HOLLEBEKRKE Artillery Group amxd 54th Battalion Haad -
quarters Staff. WHTZ FARM was chossn as an objective, and all arrange~
ments were made rslative to the enterprise. |

LANGE M / DISPOSITTONS .

o) WHIZ FARM, the objective named, bBeing a series of enemy strong
points extending over a frontage of about 100 yards, ths actual
point of entry for the party was left to the discretion of the
officer Cormanding. A peraonal reconnaisgsance on the part of the
Commarder on the night 18/19th February determined that the trenches
ob chelters shown immediatsly south of WHIZ FARM ( as per aerial
photograph) would be the main objective.

(b) Tt was decided that the numbsr of The party would be 1 officer and

. 20 . O/Rﬂ.ﬂkﬁn : _ _

(¢) ©t was arranged that ths party would leave 5.P.2#0#17. at 8,15.pems |

arid be assembled in a line ofold trenches (06174d¢15.90. to 0al7ede

30,80) by 8.85.p.m. At ZERO the party was to move forward under

the protection of the artillery barrage and at ZERO plus two minutes

to rush the objective, ths artillery barragZe having lefted to tar=

zots fuprther in rear. The HOLLEBEEE Artillery Group arranged at

ZERO, to open fire on WHIZ FARM, FLY BUILDINGS, HIGH FARM, BANG

FARM and THE TWINS. At ZERO plus two minutes tiwe Lai'rwsd was to

1ift from WHIZ KaRi aud be distributed on targets further in rear.

Mea,wnile the Heavy Bombardment and Counter Battery Uroups were

to deal with enemy defences and gunse.

. i T . i
(a Everything want as psr programme until the assembly point was
reschod. A l1light mist by this time having envsloped the front the
0.0 LParty decided to gel as far forward as pozgible umdsr cover of
thiz mist hefore ZERO. This resulted in thse party being 20 yards
from the snemy Wire at ZERO.
At ZERO (9.p.m.) the artillery barrage Hpened and t he party pruzhed,
" through the enemy's first line of entanglements.
| At ZERO plus 2 minutes the second line of entanglsmants was passed
and the party rushed the first system of posts and dug=outs.
l (b) No snemy Wag met with in the first two dug-outs. Bombs were thrown
: jnto these and sentries posted at tle entirances. A therdt and lar®

dug=out was then rushed and the 0.0 .Party arrived just as a Boche |
T in the dug=out. :
N\ The obiect of the enterprise being atbtalned, ILieute Bates decided .
\

Pte.White of Battalion Hsadguartera Intelligence Section, a Garman
speaker, called on them in German to surrsnderi this they did, .

leaving their arme, in accordance with Pte.hite's ingtructions

sred their refyrement until the guard wirs Wwas reached, when the |
whole party made all haste to PTONEER LANE. The gusrd wire was "

resched on the return journey at ZERO plus ten minutes.

came to the entrance. Iieute Bates was fired on and missed by this |
man, whom he shot. The garrison showed signs of resisting until
to withdraw with his prisoners, who numbersd sevens 1 of the party
QET wae detsiled to 2ach prisoner, and the remainder of ths party cov=
‘ | e .
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(6) ARTILLERY ACTTON. This was admirably-timed and carried out, ard
was 80 accurate that Lieut.Bates reports that his party were op=
¥ erating directly under the sghraprniel bursts and within 40 yards of
the HeEe bursts. The shooling was remarkablvy accirate.
The success of the Scheme @as due, in s large reasure, to the

1 artillery support = Field Heavy and Counter Battery,

(Ad) EEEwY ACTION. No enemy act*on commenced until YTRO plus £ive min=-

8 | utes, when the four posts (S5.P.2. D.l?.partlcularlv) were heavily

bomberded with minenwerfer, 77s, ard 4.2's. Machine Gunes also

opened ‘Up over the whole frot , but fiked high and affected ths

rear ares rather thanr the forward postses No casuglties were
“ suffered by the partya '

-4, INFORMATTON OBTATINED.

% The énemy held the front line on sgimilar linee to the system adopted hv
use The prisonéers, who belong to the 162nd Regiment (ITth Divigion)
only having been in this sector 2 days, do not mow where the main de=
fenslve position is. The WHIZ FARM garrison conaists of 4 or § dqug~outs
or concretes ghelters, esach containing from 3 to 7 men. The locality is
gtrongly wired with 2 bands of wire. This is, however, in constant need

5. gf rapalr, a8 g result of our 2.45.H.T M.activity.

|y
he ra ult Gf the enterprise wog to capture 7 of the enemy snd inflict
a number of casualties.. Two of the enemy were Imown to have been killed
and 1 officer severely wounded; it is poseible that the casualties suptse
ained by the enemy were even heavie®e than thise.

I The success of the enterprise was due to:=

le GO0d leadoershipe.

2s An enthusiastic and carefully chosen railding party (volunteers).

S« Previoue recomnaiscance by the whole party of the locality to be

raidede.

€. The inclusion of 2 Germen speaker in the raiding persomnsl.

S: Last, but not 1least, the asplendid grtillery co-operztion.

—

| (sgd) D.r.MeCONAGHY Lieut-Colonel,

| 19/2/18. Commanding 54th Battalion, A« To F.
| X b X b X b4
‘NOTE:=

At 1l.208.pems & burst of fire was put over on WHIZ FARW b+ the HOLLEBEEKE
(4 Group in order to cateh any warbtngjparty employ2d in repairing the

l dama.ge «

= (5e4)+J.H.PECK. Lieut.~Colonel,
. Genersl Staff,
‘21/2/18. | Bth Australian Division .
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leSuliiliALe The anamy still holds the outpost 1line as detailed 1n last aum=

marye A cortain liveliness has been evident during the period, mani-
fosted in increased thl' MeWe and asrial lﬁtivit?l The M,5, and M,7,
fire has besn directed chiefly against the right hattalion Pront line
posts, and both waapons have basen used simultaneously. Oiroumstances
sesm to tend towards a projectel minor operation in this area.

- 2eQPUNATTONGe (a)e A raild was ca-ried out on night 19tn/20th on enemy

i poetas in WHIZ FAXM 0el7ede7¢9¢ The party conesisted of 1 0fPicer and

. @0e OsRs of 54th Battalion. The object was to securs fdentificatione

- and prisonsrse An artillery bombardment was put down on THE TWINS, BANG

5y FARll, UHAIZ FAsl, HIGH FARM, and FLY BUILDINGSE, and 2 minutes after zero

| 1ifted from WHIZ rallM allowing the raiding party which was lying outside

. the wire to rush in on ths poatses Ths enemy at first showed sims of

reelstance but uwpon beinz called on in German to surrender they came out.

7 prisoners were brought back and 1 badly wounded OFfficer left %Yehind.

| Several bodies of Germans killed by the hombardment were seen., Ther e

| were no casualtiss on our gide. Prisoners helonzed to 10th Cove.}88nd.

Ieile 17th Reserve Division.

% it . b)e There were no enomy raids.

[ SPLATROLE o a)e Our patrols reconnoitrad N.leL. nigitly. THE GIANT,

_ T8 TWINS, GRSUN FARN, WHIZ FARM and FLY BUILDINGS were reconnoitwed.,

Rkl FARM was found to be unoccupisd, hut sigis of occupation were

heard in each of the others. Hnemy patrols were seen on two occasions

ty our patrols but bhoth at some distance from our wire.

W%;h)- Qur l.dse carried out nizght harassing fire on eneny
tracks and postse About 3000 roumés were fired nigzhtly. A great n mber
of rounds wers expended in AJ.A., fire.
L (b)e Enemy M.Gs we™s ac’ive on the »ight hattalion Pront hut
F pyid
»

|

| on the left, li.Gs were located at THE GIANT, THE TVINS, GIREN
WHIZ FARM, BANG FAUl and FLY BUILDINGS. Mire from the majority of

'* these posts was dirscted against ths right Mattalion front. A groat deal

Of AeAelislie fire was carrisd out »y ths snemvy,.

Beliy e (a)e Our LeTelise fired nightly on enemy posts and in re-
aliatjon for l.i. and U.Vs fire. They worse successful on occasions in

i silencing thess weapons. The HlT.kMse carried out daily shoote and did
some good shooting on enemy pill=-boxes.
(b)e Enemy ud.lise wore very active at night against our
rigat battalion fronte. They were located at GREEN FARM, THE TWINS, and
t BANG FARE and aPpeoared also to be firing from positions in 0.1Beds
'@ il o (a)e Our artillery was normally active and enemy forgard
| and back areas were shelled by day and nizht with fleld and heavy Zuns.
Artillar'% GOo=gporation in the raid of 19/20th is »eported as heing ex=
(- cellent both in accuracy of shooting and in timing.
| ~ (b)e Enemy artillery activity has besn quite normal. The
» most oonsistantly shselled area was Oe¢lfBs and the C.T. loading to the ;
front line through that area. Apparently in retaliation for our successe
~ ful opsration of the 19/20th, the areas 0Oeslde and 0.20. wore rather
~ heavily shelled this morning for the first time.
7o ALRIAL ACTIVITY, (a)e Our planes were very active on davs of 2ood vigibile
| itye THey patrolled enemy front line and back areas by day, and bombed
them by nightey 1 onemy plane waz driven down during the neriod and 1 of
our planes crashed aftor being hit by one of our ovn shells.
(b)e The enemy planes on occasions were verv hold, sever-

al of them flying very low oVer ouwr lines on artillery and reconnalssance
work in spite of heavy ground fire.

$eCABUALLTI. Died of wouwrdse = 1 SeR 4

Toundad. - 1 Officer, B 0O.R,
uassode - 1l OuRRe
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le GENERAL,. Ths Outpost lins of Pill=hoxss held by the snemy remaing the
8ame as detalled in ths summry last week, Since our sweceseful raid
on WHIZ FARY on night of 19th/30th,tha ensmy has shown increased vig=
1lance and seems to be unusually alert in watehing movementa of our
patrols, and keeping them under constant MeGoef'ire, It is definitely
known that he sti11l garrisons HIZ FARM, as patrols have reportsd have
S ing seen men issuing from that pill-box at night, and also having besn
fired on by a M.G. fromthere; and smoke waz séen coming from WHIZ FARW
o on the 268th instante. It would appear from Wis agttitude that he antie=
clpaves the possibility of our attempting another raid on one of hia
pill~boxes. This could be surmised from the fact that wiring part- -
188 havs bsen hsard nightly along his front. .
There has been an increase in his M.G. fire at night during this
Period. |
Our front line posts report vervr sceurate shooting on thair
Strong Posts,
Practically no movemsnt 1isnsesn bv day near his front postse.

Be OPERATTONS. (a) Relief. On the night of 20th/2lst. jnstant ths B5tn
Battalion relieved the H54th Battalion,front lins right. H3rd Battal=
ion relieved the 86th Battalion, front line 1laft.

(b) There were no anemy raids.

Se PAITROLG , (2) Our patrols reconnoitred NelleLes nightly but the bright
' nights have made their movements visible to the enemy.
THE GIANT, THE TWINS, GREEN ¥ARM, WHIZ FARM, and FLY
BUILDINGS have heen reconnoitred. Working parties were hsard at THR
IWINS, THE GIANT and WHIZ FARH, |
(b) On two occasions enemy patrols have been seen bt no
encounters took place. On the first occasion the patrol coneisted
of 7 men who were making towards our S.P.3.0.87. On the seecond
occasion the patrol was compossd of 11 men, but on seeing our patrol
they 8plit into 3 parties and returnsd to BANG FARM.

4o MACHINE GUNSa.(a)e Our M.Gs. have carried out the usual programme of night
< harassing fire on enemy tracks and posts.
On the night of 34th/95th.1nat. on account of expected
relief 38000 rounds wers expended. -
(b)e Enemy Maohine Guns have bsen verv active drring the
night sweehing N.M.L. with bursts of Tire. |

O« TRENCH MORTARS.(a)s On several occasions our Patrols have been able to
) got onr Le.l.lise on to enemy working pabties at night with good results.
Medium and Heavy T.lse have carried out shoots on TN
GEANT , THE TWINS, WHIZ FARM and FLY BUTLDTHCS.
| B (D) En2my minenwerfers have not heen consistently active.
f e A good many Pineapples have bessn fired during this period,

-_.

T

 6e ARTILLERY. (a)e Our artillery has bssn active,carrving out regular
shootzs day and night on forward and back arsas., = . Bffective coumter

battery work has also been done. .
Our Heaviss have consistently shslilsd KORTEWILDE,
HOUTHEM, COUINES and WERVICQ.
| © (b)e Enemy artillery activity has increassd during the

last weelk, ¢
On two occasions he ha:z carrisd out extensive shoots

nsap ONZARET WOOD searching for our batterv positi ons near the rs.

i1
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‘ ' (h hw phnu have hﬂﬂ th hut havs not m'-
caedad: Im mamarmmm.

Be Ouiy woundode

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1009498



: : . E i - } : . . *
(F sii=es | ("%  14Rh AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRTGADE. | TR ‘950
WESEKLY FIGHTING STRENGTH 2-2-18,.
I: !
/ 2 7 . A ' Z ) " .
UNIL PREVIOUS INCREASE TOTAL OF DECEASE FIGHTING UNTRAINED AND DETATLS OF PARTTCULARS O™ GCOTIIMN
| WELK DURING WESEK 1 gnd 2 during weeZ. STRENGTH, PART TRATIND A B e 4, N *
Off Ors Off Ors Off Ors off Ors off Ors - Off Ors OfFf Ors Officers O0/Ranks. |
11th T .B.1 Evac siok 1¢Q
O%rd Ln. 32 935 2 10 14 945 2 14 47 931 - - 9 294 Indian A 1 14th 7. R . W
| i S gau. > X = i ey TWac ain 21
- 14th 7 ,B.1 14th ",B., 4
; 54th Bn. 42 918 2 7 i 44 927 i 27 4% 900 @ - B a 2282 O, e e, - D
— - Hoan Bn~ 1 TB®vac sick 7
a8th Bn. 60 1005 - 15 A0 1020 1 & 49 1013 - b 17 28%8 B e e s
f — - : ' ' e PR ATy ) 14th T .R. 4~
]' | | Evac sick (QadetBn 1
98th bn-. 4 997 & 13 44 1010 1 19 43 991 - e 13 219 1l Evaceick 14
I: — e e e == e
1 | Evac Sick 5§
14t h M.u.0U 13 1895 - & 1% 187 =l 5 1% 1 - 2 23 Tranafd 1
TOTAL. 189 4038 8 b1l 195 4089 5 73 190 4018 - - 47 994 5 7%
Increase of Offjcers., _Dagraasse of Officars.
53rd Bn. Lieut S.C.Robsrtson from 1l4th Tng bn. 5%rd Bn. Iieut R.A.McTnness to 14th Tng Bn. =
- - Lisut R.Anslow : sSupsrnumsrary . : : Cant J,7. Tang Commigsion Tndian Armv.
S4th - Ljeut J.G.5teber : : 84th Bn. Iieut J.A.S.Mitchell. to 14th Tng Bn.
: : Liseut K.N. Wark. - 14th Tng BH, 56th Bn., Lieut L.N.Stafford t0 Hospital. -
26 th Bn. Capt N.R. Plomley : Hosp (wounded) 88th Bn. Lisut A.A. Heath. Evac sick from Div arsa.
: : Lisut E Bullock. i+ Seconded .

é AUUN ey
I¥ < |
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R ) o oo AUSTRAGTAN TREANTR FIBRTOADE T T T o T T T -

WEEKLY FIGHTING SRRENGTH =g =18, |

| Ty
UNIT  PREVIOUS INCREASE TOTAL FROM DECREASE FIGHT ING UNTRATNED DETATLS OF  PARTTCUTARS OF |
ke WEEK DURING WSRK 1 _and 8 DURING VEiK  STRENGTH __ AND PART TND. __A CPLUVN 4. |
uff Ors Off Ors Off Ors Off Ora Off Or Off Ors Oof f Dra Off Ors .
Evac siclk 28
58rd Ba. 48 931 = = 1 4o gsal " Sl NeE 42 904 L 7 308 3
Evac sick 14

54th Bn. 43 900 - - 473 900 - 15 43 a85 B - 7 251 Evac wounded 1

Hl=, A TV ac sm1r =11
Ath "Tng Bn 4
§5th B . 49 10.3 - 1 49 1014 - 18 49 998 B S0 17 078 . Transfd hase 1
66th bn. 43 991 - - 43 991 - 10 43 981 - = 12 197 Evac sick 10
1&1;11 J."-i-Li'i |
Cov. 13 181 - - 15 181 - 2 15 179 > T - - a4 Evac Sick. 2
TOL AL« 190 4015 - = 190 4018 - gt 190 3947 - - AR 1154 - 7 &
etails of Column B.
53rd “n -%th bn HbBth Bn 56th Bn. 14th M.G.C,
LERVE O 3 Of 0 OfLf Ong Df'F OT“-“‘
T A n ¥y Fw E l
Jourses and Schools. 4 19 3 2 14 _ H 1% :
vrigade duties. - L 1 41 l Bﬁ 1 48 - 1
Working parties away from Unit. - 93 - - 3 175 1 27 - -
J..Emp duty a‘h’ith Liasl siilaslse = ? o B Lo '1': o 9 - -
Rest Camps. - - - 13 = = = N - =
un Command e - 13 3 43 2 3 B 3 - 1 o
Divisional duties. | 5 . - a 2 21 @ %9 - " 1;
TOTALS . 7 304 7 851 17 378 12 197 s 24 >
g LY e — S P T e e e e S e e e R s e s P S i e S e — s, I e i e g
b4 |
B o P
o b
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TS o —_— . Ge—— - = e = ey
= " i 1 5 4
L]

’ . . 2 : . v
: TN o '
WEEKLY FIGHTING STRENGTH . 15-2-18, i ¢ g
1 “ S & A B ) | .
Unit Previoug Increass Totals "rom Decreoasse - FIGHTING Untrainedard Detaila of Particulars of Column 4
wesk - during week 1 and 2 during week, STRENGTH. pt trainad. A
Off Ors. Off Ors oft Sorta oL  Ors Off Ors  ©ff Ors Off Ors __ OFfficers 0O/ Ranks.
Bvac Sick 18
o9rd bn. 4 ou 4 X s 2 43 908 - 19 A% PR” - - 9 o1 - Tranafarred 1
| ' - i . ~ TBvae Sick. 22
. Tormded . 1
94th Sn. 43 885 3 - 148 885 - o 18 B85l = = 8 241 = Acec wounded 1
- 3 ~ Saconded Sick Tvac 2
“Bth Bn. 49 G908 + 1 53 299 1 4 A 995 E T A 970 14th ™.B.1Leave Aust. 1
Jo# B wI g5/ - / 43 g§7 / /3 w2 geq9 . e rR ROF @ Setuthn i gigj" :‘:’:i_;{-!nz
I4TH T .G. ' CNA WG e R
T 5 e a7 S = I S A G
L chal . 1wu B947 8 7 198 3954 2 87 196 3887 - - i4 1157 3 RY ,
e e S e e o o S o T Py ot P ey -~ g i TS ey T S R R == ————— e e ———— e s e o s e e e s e e
Increase of Officers. Dscrease of 0°ficers.
853rd Bn. Lieut W.V.Bevan from l4th Tng Bn. 85th Bn. Capt W.N.Giblett M.C. aeconded to
94th on. Capt S5.A.B8nson from seconded . =8%¢h °n. 1l4th Tnr Bn.
- ; Capt AP ine Hall from l1l4th Tng Bn. 56th 5n. Lieut J.Rew Seconded to 14th Tne bu,
; ' ldant, J.a.Follock f'rom seconded.
"O64 Brne USSL 9 ed sMarBSiadl L1000 ouy Sl LT wa' )
: : Captain S.A.Pinkatone from Australa%.
- : FedCotterell .. from Wounded.
- : Lieut R« Zllsmore. : Suparnumarary .

DETAILS _OF COLUMN B.
_853rd Bn. OALh Bn., Bbth Bn. H6th Bn.  14th ¥.3.C.
Off (Ors 9:% 3 Ors Off Ors Off Ors Off Ora.

bicﬁ. 1 o =5 " 1 10 - - - ]

Courses and Schools. 1 12 4 18 4 18 1 14 1 5
Divisional Duties. | ~ 4 ~ 24 2 20 2 1% - -

Brigaede duties. ‘ 383 1 40 1 R 1 14 L 1
Workinf parties away from Unit. - 03 - - I T SR E o

Leave . 3 98 - cle 5 100 a 73 - 17

Temp duties L.T M.Batteries. - 7 - 7 - 4 - - = M

Rest Uamps. - - - 15 - - - - ~ -

_On Command . B _ - 231 1 A7 ;) %9 - A0 gyl | 1
” Total. 3 303 8 9241 17 370 12 208 1 o5

45{;xjf*ﬁFHﬂf-
g LN
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LATN AUSLHAL #AN LNSARLIEY Sl Ll e

— i el

" | g | i
| J';i éé-i
WEEBKLY 1 STRENGTH,. 28-2=18, 7 8
Unit Previoug Increase Totals from Decrasse PIGHTING _ﬁzfrained Datails of Particnlara of Colimn 4.
week during week. 1 and = during week STRENGTH. and Pt td. A ..
e | Off Ors £ £ r #f Ors OFf Ors .0f Ors officars 0/Ranks. E
| ===== Off Ors Off Ors OFf Ors__ ch M s - - = ' Tvac wd 1
58pdiBns 245 887 - 60 43 947 1 3 423 944 - = 10 544 Bvac wd 1 Evac sick. 2
- i i Bvac Sick 8
. Tvac wounded . 5
5 l].. =1 . . ;’ - 14‘1'.«}"1 mlpl . 1
4th B 48 861 L 04 47 918 15 .47 900 10 48 Cormtd to Driseon 1
o - ' Tvac aich * wd. O
- Tranaferred. 1
Eﬁ'th 511, B 995 = 2-'}5 g ﬁ;-jr 103__0 = ll 52 1109 = - 19 qu - ﬂnmmtﬁ + 0 'r-.T'h-{ ann 1
| 56th Bn 4z 969 = B& 42 10351 = 8 42 10288 = - 5 5 =91 ~ Orac sick. ]
| ' i Trangfarred . 1
' Bvaec siock # wd. 5
l4th M.Ge ' T11apal ahasntes 1
Coy . 13 175 - 8 13 181 - 3 13 173 - - B . wa- - Sigk from M.7. 1 |
Total. 198 3887 1 207 107 4094 1 48 196 4049 - =" "83; 1380 1 s
oo s TS T eSS oS e e e e o o e s e o St S e T T e e e e e R SRR e SmERSRERST IS T ImTIIIIII. TEmDESTSIITRSROETREITEIETIRSEE SRR EE T EEEEE
L1 se_of Officers. : Decrease of O ficers. | |
54th EETEaUaPtLH-&-DGwniEg “rom Hospital ( sick). | 53%3r»d Bn. Lient 5.0 .Rohertson svac woundaed. :

ETATLS OF COLUMN 3.

5%-d Bn B4th BN BBth Bn  B8th Bn. 14th M.G.C.
off Ors off Ors OFf Ora Off Ors OfT Orse. : 1
Sick. 1 33 r 32 - 99 - 12 - A
Courses and Schools. 5 15 % 13 2 ig ; %Z 1 ?
Brigade duties. ~ 37 . 56 . 14 : 1 ! .
Divisional dutles. ; ~ 42 : t % X ; i : *
iz:g:ng parties away from Unit. & ”B . = z o = 44 3 ia
s = S I kS S R R (R R L
r il
TOTAL. 10 2144 10 248 18 289 11 201 2 2A ~§ 2! |
o
E ¢
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2 Upen taking ever this secter at end ef January we feund
o 4 guns mounted and the remaining 4 neutral. Of the 4 guns mounted
- only 2 were in such a position that thsy could fire on the enemy.
.~ = This was considered unsatisfactory both from an offensive and defen=
sl BiTE ‘point of view.
{ ¥ The work of the month thersfors haz been directed towards
strengthening and improving our arrangsments for the defange of the ;
- - 1ine, at the same time carrying on a programmé of night harassing fire
~ at irregular intervals with the object of reducing the activity of
} enemy machine guns, and hamparing wiring parties ard inflicting cas=-
ualties. We hew have 4 mortars in front system all so placed that
| | they can fire on enemy posfs and wire. A number of alternative
~ emplacements have also bheen medsa. 4 Mortars have besn emplaced in
support 1ine for use in case of enemy penstration of front svstem.
| Two pill-bozes have hesn clearsd ard are now occupisd by the crews
" ©  for these guns.
On night of Fsbruary 19th we co=operatsd with 54th Battalion
} - - raid, shelling FLY BUILDINGS for 20 minutes and searching from Bast to
' Wegt = 160 rounds were fired.
-"ali@y of &1@55 liaison with 0/C Iine and patrols has been
ubaaw _._TJ::__,J*H;;;.@;.,, 11t ,mm we Imva bean able to disperse enemy
- work] ‘?*'-'-'*"'F es upon more 3_-1--5 n Hacaaﬂion- An average of 80 rounds
4 . Der night has baen firad du w‘é the month. !
o Casualtiss for the mont h have hesn two unly* viz: =

2730 .Pte. (¥.G.Bullet right foot).

3260 .Pte.A WV STANSON . (evacuated sick).

LY - A

r : 2

(8gd).K.H.BROCK, Capt .
-G '] ’14'th; -T iH lB ]
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