AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,
1914-18 War

Signals

Item number: 22/15/35

Title: 5th Australian Division Signals
Company

November 1918

1 0
AR AV

AWM4-22/15/35

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1009593



' - : : . 2118,
WAR DIARY 5th Aust. Div. Signal Co. Ay tore . STIE
or
Tnsiructions regarding War Diaries and Tntelligence
" Sammarics are contained in I\ 8 Reg, Part I INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. Sheet 1. >Ei
d the Staff Manual respectively.—Title pages i 1 e | 35 |
#:;11 be prepared in manuscript. SR (Brase heoding not requived.) ETH AUST DVL. SIGNAL f~tJ ‘
| ' . I [emarks and ]
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
: Appendices ;
1918
11st Nov. Disposition of Unitis as follows:-

=4

2nd. Jav.

srd ﬁﬂv.
4th Nov.
5th Nov.
6th Hove

7th HNove.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

5th Aust. Divisional IHeadquarters L OISEFMONT

8th Aust. Infantry Brigade - RAMBURES
14th Aust. Infantry Erigade ‘e MARTAINNVILLE
15th Aust. Infantry IErigade “es HUPPY

5th Auste. Machine Gun Battalion ‘e RAMEBURES

5th Aust. Divisional Artillery & ndl ROUTILLERIE
13th Aust. F.A.Brigade .o CAGNY

14th Auste. F.A.Erigade st CAMMON

At 1425 the Divieional Commander inspected the Company « The Company was formed up on

ground next to the brick kilns at OISEMONT. After inspection by the CGeneral the Company
marched past and re=formed on their original ground when the Ceneral addressed the troops.
In the cource of his remarks he expressed his satisfaction with the turnout of the Company,
egpecially complimenting the transport. Parade state for this inspection forms appendix O
The 14th Aust. Infantry Brigade was also inspected by the Divisional Commander at RAMEURES.
o.3 Seotion (attached to this Brigade) lead the Brigade in the march past.

The Company paraded at 1000 and after being inspeocted was diemissed, it being Sunday.
The 0.C. attended a conference of Divisional Officers held at the Mairie, OISFMONT at 1430,
the chief subject dealt with was that of training.

The 0.C. visited the 5th Aust. Divisional Artillery Headquariers at BOUTILLERIE and the
13th Aust. F.A.Brigade Headquarters at CAGNY. The Company paraded at 1000 and route marched
to RAMRURES and return.

Heavy rain - no parade at Company Headquarters. The 14th Aust. Infantry Brigade were

| to have held sports but they were postponed on account of the rain. 5th Aust. Machine Gun

Pattalion held sports but the meeting was somewhat gpoilt by the rain.

No parade at Company Headquarters on account of the rain. In the evening the Company
Orchestra assisted at a concert given by the 5th Divisional Concert party in the Recreation
room at OISEMONT .« |

Pathing parade held at Company Headguarters at 1000. The baths are situated on the
parade ground next to the chateau at OISEMONT « The men have to undress and dress in the open
and enter the baths (which are in a tent) in pairs.

The 0.C. visited the Corps Signal School at RUE. The Company Orchestra again assisted the
Concert Party at night in the Recreation room.

D. . & L., London, E.C. _
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| the Allies. One lorry bore a notice "WANTED A EELIABLE TOWN MAJOR FOR BEERLIN"

arade at Company Headguarters at 1000. After inspectiori men produced their paybooks
for eit;y Wmmplnymgntjguaiiﬁteed“ or "Employment not guaranteed" (on return to Australia)
The Orchestra provided a musical programme in the Recreatinn.rﬂﬂm.at night. In the interwval
during the proceedings tne Divisional Education Officer outlined the proposed A.I.F. Fducation
Schemne . There was a large audience-of interested men. Divisional Enxi@g contest was held
at MARTAINNVILLE. The Divisional Commander inspected Fhﬂ Divieional Artillery transport at
BOUTILLERIE. The Signal transport attached to the Artillery was paraded for the inspection.

Parade at 1000 -« sguad drill and rifle exercises. In the afternoon the Company fnuﬁbal1

team played a team from the 5th Aust. Machine Gun Ratt@ion (Australian rules) at RAMEBURES and
amm won D oints. :

i t;arade atyCZﬁgany Headquarters at 0930 for imsp ection only, it being Sunday.
5th Aust. Divisional Artillery closed at BOUTILIERIE at 1400 and marched to BRAY. Transport
left at 1000 and arrived at BRAY at 1630. . 13th Aust. F.A.Brigade moved from CAGNY to CAPPY
Vo cables were laid and communication between Division and Brigades was by motor cyclist, and
vetween Rrigades and Batteries by mounted orderly or runner.

Parade at 1000 - squad drill and rifle exercises. Rumours were current durlng the
earlier part of the day of the cessation of fighting and the signing of the‘Armiatiae.
Nothing was officially received but at 1400 rumours were confirmed by the ringing of church
and other bells and also by rapid production of display by the civilians in OISFMONT of all
avallable bunting. There was a big demand for Australian {laga'but they were very EG&IQE.d
One large one was obtained and flown from the front of the Mairie. Crowds of civilians an
soldiers congregated in front of the Mairie and cheers were called for the Australian flag and |
were heartily given. There was great satisfaction at the successful termination of hostilitie
so highly favourable to the Allies. Lorries and vehicles were decorated with flags of all

] THIES
Tne 5th Aust. Divisional Artillery Headquarters closed at BRAY at 090C and opened at AT
at 45p.m1 13th and 14th Aust. F.A.Brigades lHeadquarters were also at ATHIES. D.R.L.S. servioe
to 5th Auste. Division via Fourth Army at ETERPIGNY. )

o parade. 14th Rrigade Group sports held at MARTAINNVILLE.

Parade at 1000 - 1route march.

Parade at 1000 -~ route march. Lieut. W.Forrest took over No.5 Section (attached to
14th Aust. Infantry Brigade) from Lieut. G.S.Haining who proceeded to Wireless course at

Aust. Corps School. 5th Audt. Dive Artillexry located at Ge23e0e2.8 (Sheet 62B)
13th and 14th Aust. F.A.Brigades in line.

- . & L., London, E.C. . 7
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Parade at 1000 -~ squad drill and rifle exercises. loe4 Section carried out a visual
scheme « The Section paraded at 0820 and wes dismissed at 1%00. Good communication was
maintained throughout the scheme.

The 0.C. attended a conference of Divisional Officers at the Mairie, OISEMONT in connectim
with a proposed march into GERIMANY. A meeting of Company Officers was held afterwards at
which the 0.C. explained what was proposed and required. Vo+4 Section (attached 15th Aust.
Infantry Brigade) had a full marching order parade and inspection of equipment.

Parade at 0930. len were inspected and dismissed, it being Sunday. Thanksgiving
services were held in the R.C.Church at OISEMONT at 1600. Roman catholic members of the
Company paraded at 15350 and marched to the church. The Divisional Commander and staff were
present. The 8th Aust. Infantry BErigade band rendered the music. The church (which was
fully crowded) was elaborately decorated. The service was impressive and undoubtedly there
was a spirit of thankfulness for the successful termination of hostilities.

Each Brigade section reports Thanksgiving church services at which the Signal Sections were
resent.

g A parade was held at Company Headquarters at 0900 at which a lMedical Officer inspected the

men as to their fitness for route marching. Only 4 were classed as unfit for marching.

Divisional sports were held during the afternoon. Warning order received to be ready to move
forward at 36 hours notice. 0«3 Section paraded in full marching order for inspection of

equipment and rifles.

Parade at 1000 - route march. A football team from the Wireless Section played a
team from 8th Aust. Infantry Erigade which was won by the Wireless Section. Scores 8 goals
b points to HFil. _

An aeroplane D.R. service was started between Australian Corps at LE CATEAU and the Division.
The landing ground was near HALLENCOURT to which our Motor cyclists went and handed over and
received packets from the airmen. Two planes engaged in the work which is te Be carried:out
daily when the weather is favourable. No«.2 Section had a full marching order parade for
inspection of rifles and e quipment. The Divisional Commander inspected the l4th Aust,
Infantry Brigade. No.3 Section attached to this Brigade, headed the PBrigade in the march past|

Parade at 1000. Issue of ammunition to men in connection with forthcoming march into
GERMANY . The aeroplane service failed today on account of foggy weather.

The 15th Aust. Infantry Brjgade had a Brigade route march and inspection by the Divisional
Cnmmagdar. No.4 Section %gttauhed to th%a Brigade) took part En the maruﬁ.

D. D. & L., L.ondon, E.C.
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In +the afternoon the Section was engaged in reeling up cable between Brigade and Rattalion
Headquarters.

Parade at 1000 - route march in full marching order. In the afternoon the Company's
football team played the team from the 5th Pioneer Battalion and won by 7 goals 7 points.

The scores were 10 goals 10 points to 3 goals Jupoints. All lines forward of Erigades which
were reeled up during the past three days were relaid. Cables went out from No.l Section
to assist in this work. | .

Parade at 1000 on the Company Parade ground. A rehearsal was held for the Review of
the 8th Brigade Group to be held on the 23rd November in which the Company is to take part.

The football team from the Wireless Section played a match with a combined team from Divisional
Headquarters, defeating them by > points.

Parade at 100G. The parade was formed of 50 men from Headquarters and No.l Sections
and 25 men from Wireless Section. These, with 25 men from No.2 Section (attached 8th Aust.
Infantry Brigade) are to represent the Signal Company in a review by the Divisional Commander
of the 8th Brigade Group. The Signal Company formed the 4th Company of Divisional Engineers
under the acting C.R.E. (Major Greenway, DSO) the Company being in charge of Major E.A.Stanley,
At the 1000 parade the Company was inspected for the review. At 1300 the men paraded and were
marched to the review ground situated about half a mile north of RAMBURELLES. The Divisional
Commander arrived at 1430.. After inspection, the troops forming the group marched past in
column of Companies. The Divisional Commander expressed himself as being especially pleased
with the turnout of the Signal Company and called upon the Officer Commanding to visit him
on the 24th Nov. to receive his congratulations. A special Company Routine Order in connectio
with this review forms appendix Ne.

Parade at 09%0. Company was inspected and dismissed, 1t being Sunday. At 1700 a lorry
reported from "Q" Beanch and loaded with Wircless gear and Signal Office equipment for an
advance office ready to move to new loccation (FRVRIL) at 0600 on the 25th November.

At 1700 a second lorry reported from "Q" Branch and after loading, left at 1845 with 4
of the Wireless personnel and 3 men for office staff at FAVRIL.

Company transport paraded at 1400 and left for PONT FEMY for entrainment en route to FAVRI]

Signal Office closed at OISEMONT at 2200. At midnight on the night of 27th/28th November

the remainder of the Company paraded and route marched to PONT EFMY, a distance of about

12 miles. A lorry provided by "Q" Pranch carried men's blankets and stores with the cooks
from OISEMONT to PONT FEMY. 5th Aust. Divisional Artillery closed at ATHIES at 0900 and moved
to FRESNOY IE GRAND at 1800. Communication via Austradian Corps at LE CATFAU,

D. D. & L., London, E.C.
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The Company arrived at PONT REMY at 0445. The train was timed to leave to 0840 but 2id
not leave until 2015. The cooks, who had arrived on the previous night, had a hot breakfast
for the men at 0600. A hot dinner was alsoc provided at midday. After the train leaving at
2015 and when near LONGPRE, the floor of a truck containing 6 of the Company's horses, gave way
Tour of the animals fell through resting on beams. One of the drivers in charge of the horsés
leaving the truck, climbed along the tops of other trucks and reaching the engine, succeeded in
pulling up the train. An investigation proved that the horses were nol serlously injured.

The truck, however, had to be detached anc arrangements made for the horses to be sent on by
the following train. _

Train travelling was very slow. The Company arrived at EFRIRY at 1630 and immediately
detrained. Rations had to be drawn from a supply dump in this town which caused a delay until
1845 in the departure for BUSIGNY (a distance of about 7 kilos) where we billeted for the night
A short cut was taken along a direct second class road which, we were informed, was in good
order for transport. It proved the reverse. When within 3 kilos of BUSIGNY an overhead
bridge across a double railway track was found to have been blown upe. A side track had to be
taken across the railway, which, being very soft and muddy, was very diffiocult to traverse in
the darkness. TPUSIGNY was reached at 2025 and the men comfortably billeted in a large
unoccupied house. Three G.S. waggons were provided by the detralning Officer for transport
of men's blankets and cookers from EERTRY to EBUSIGNY.

I+ waes intended that the Unit should stage at MAZIENHEIM for the night en-route for FAVEIL
Arrangements were, however, made to push through to FAVRIL (a distance of 18 miles) The men
were relieved of their packs whioch were stacked and placed under a guard until arrival of
transport for thelr delivery. In ordexr to get as far as Enasible in daylight a halt was not
made for lunch until 1400. FAVRIL was reached at about 1l€50 and the men billeted.

D. . & L.., London, E.C. 1
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PERSONNEL .

i

* ' Unit s | t nospital
Lieuts F.J.Murphy rejoined Unit on 2/11/18: Lieu@.TR.T.hlllar was admitted to hosp
' sick on 8/11/18 and rejoined on 25/11/18, 2/Lieut. T.G.E.C.Bvown was detached for duty as

Anvendices ]

5

b O i/b.Auﬂtralian Signal personnel at Signal Depot R.E., AEEEVILLE on 24/11/18. Lieult . & W.YOUNG ,MC

' and Lieut. S.BAREER proceeded on "1914" leave to the United Kingdom on 10/11/18 and Lieut.
% g?ﬁ.ﬂaiging, M0 proceeded to attend a course at No.2 Centre, Central Wireless School on 9/11/18.

L ¥ ] 16 Officers 356 Other ranks
S t L e / ..
11;?2:E;i§n?§?11/18 olia iy .00 19 Officers 281 ther ranks
E On leave to United Kingdom dwuring month .o - 57 Other ranks
| On leave in France during month - 1l Officer 1& 82?:; iiﬁﬁﬁ
| On leave in Italy during month .o - ]

. To nospital sick during month "o 1 OCfficer 26 Other rankg
| To nospital injured during month “oo - : 1 Dt?er ranks
| Rejoined from sick and wounded ¢oe 2 Officers 27 Other ranks
' Reinforcements from Ease cos SR e -

Two other ranks attended a sixyweeks course at Aust. Corps Signal School. One other rank

| from another Unit. One .C.0. was transferred tc another Unit on being commissioned.
. Two Officers and two other ranks visited Salvage Installations at the Tase.

| HORSES AND MULES. #
ggtggiiahment ‘o .o 46 rides 77 light draughts
Strength 30/11/18 ‘=T B 44 rides 58 light draughts 19 mules

Two rides, 3 light draughts and 1 mule were evacuated to M.V.S. during month, and 15 rides
' and 9 light draughts were drawn from Base.

was despatched for training as Pilot in A.F.C. One Other rank was taken on strength on transfery

r D 'i!lll-“—iliil"lﬁ'-lfinll-lfill-lrllw
i «. 0, BTM AUsT, Div'L SIGNAL £ I

As833 Wt Wyg73/MES7 7sooc0 816 DD & Lo Ltd. Foems/C.2113(13,
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for
MONTH OF NOVEMEER 1918
LIST OF APPENDICES.
No. S ect.

£ s [a)Ruute diagram of communications
B)Circuit diagram of conmunications

/2. Traffic chart of D.R.L.S. and Telegrams

¢ 3+ Traffic chart of Telegrams, A.B. & C.

i 4., Company Routine Orders

{5, Parade state of G.0.C's Inspection 20/11/18
List of Telephone subscribers.
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SPECIAL COMPANY ROUTINE ORDER.

Major R.A.STANLEY, D.5.0., Commanding 5th Aust., Div. Signal ©0.

214. REVIEW OF 8th BRIGADE GROUP.

At a Review of the 8th Brigade Group held at
RAVBURELLES on the 23rd inst., the 5th Australian Divisional
Signal Company was represented by 100 men drawn from Head-

quarters, Wireless, and Noe.l and 2 Sectlipns.

The Divisional Commander desires to express 10

members of the Company his appreciation of the parade of

this Unit. He recognises that the Company has few opportun-

ities for training in ceremonial drill, but apart from this

consideration the turn-out was excellent and reflects very

great credit on all ranks,

24th November 1918.

AUST " DIVL. SIGNAL Co.
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Me jor R. A, STANLEY. D.S.0. Comnanding 5th Aust. Div. Signal Co.

@th November 1918B.

2R HONOURS AND REWARDS.

- | Theumndermentioned decorations have been awerded :=

DISTINGUISEED CONDUCT MEDAL,

b

No. 17466 Sepper R, E, NICKOLLS, 5th Aust. Div. Signal Co.

SECOND BAR TO THE MILITARY MEDAL.

No. 3548 Sergeant E. R. JARVIS,M.M, 5th Aust. Div. Signel Co.
BAR TO THE MILITARY MEDAL.

No. 9690 L/Cpl..&.:ﬂ. WEIR.M.M, &th Aust. Div. Signal Co.

MILITARY MEDAL.
No. 188 Sergeant J. H. CLARK, 5th Aust. Dlv. Signal Coe.
No. 1955 Sappver C. R. KIUBALL, -0 -
No. 2780 Sapper D., D. BRUCE, =d0w-

312. PROMOTIONS.

Wo. 516 T24Cpl. A, PATERSON to be 2nd Corporal 29.10.18 vice Bell.
. To. 616 2/Cprl. A. PATERSCN to be Temporary Corporal 29.10.18 to
: — complete establishment.

No. 5309 T2/Cpl. A.R.JONES. to be 2nd Corporal l.11l.18 vice Hanleye.

No. 5009 2/Cpl. A.R.JONES to be Temporary Corporal 1.11.18 vice
Hﬂﬂleyu X

No. 2238 T2fCpl. R.J.SMITH to be 2nd Corporal 31.10.18 vice

el i Roberts. |

No . 2890 Cpls AW .GREEN to be TEI’I?LPGI‘JE.I‘}T 2nd Gorporal 30.9.18
vice Meatheson.

Nos 459 Sapper L. SAVAGE to be Temporary Corporal 17.9.18 vice

| Fulwood.

No. 14152 Sapper E. DAVIES to be Temporary 2nd Corporal 9.10.18

| vice Sloan. |

2013 & APPOINTMENTS. | .
No. 658 Sapper L.H.BARRIS Appointed Lance Corporal 1.11.18
* To. 4247 Bapper A.H.JARRELT ~do= - 112418
"'“_ - NOe IEQ: gﬁ pper H.J:m. ﬁ___ﬂﬁEE - Q= 00.9.18
f TNo. 16070 Sapper G.BAKER -do=- 25.9.18
i
L ]
.f =
' "1 L_':'*-a., RS Y T w;

For 0.Cs 5th Aust. Div. Signal Coe.

f |
i-i §7H AUST DiVL. SIGNAL Go. {34
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GN  FIFTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL SIGNAL COMPANY.

PARATE STATE FOR INSPECTION BY G.0.C. THE DIVISION.
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mm-ﬂ_————-m-
Establi e . g 16 356 123 26 22
ate 2 19 381 104 26 22
Absent on duty with Sections attached to
Dive. Art. H-Q.l, 1§th & l4th A F.A. EdEE- '
8th, 14th & 15th Inf. Bdes., and 5th MG. Bn. 8 154 56 14 5
On leave, command, and absent sick from =-do- 1 32 1" == -
ON_PARATE
- Headquarters Section - yoo 5 5O 9 2 6
WiIE].EEE SEGtiﬂn [ B : LI - 24 - - -
.No.l Section s o voe 2 b3 34 8 -
. ON DUTY. .
HHeadquarters Section ses e 20 4 2 7
WiIEIJ.EEE SEGtiﬂn " “ee - 8 - - -
N'D'tl SEGtiﬂﬂ LB L — 12 — - el
L
AESENT WITH TEAVE.
Heﬂdquﬂrterﬂ Section “aa i 4 10 - - -
Wireless SEGtiﬂn TR "R - 4 - -— -
Hﬂil SEﬂtiﬂn a 5 8 LI e 5 6 - - -
NT S " :
adquarters Section “oe - 3 - - -
Wireless Section «.. e - - - - -
Noe«l Section oo coe - 1 - - -
CN COMIIAND,
feadgquarters Section sas - s - - 4
WiI'EIEEE SEﬂtiDn L B B | & a - - — - —
Noe.l Seutiﬂﬂ . . aa : PO - - - - -
ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE, _
Headquarters Section o'n’s - - - - -
Wirﬂ‘leﬁﬂ SEGtiﬂn . ae & 8 @ - - - - -
Hﬂil S'E‘Gtiﬂn . W & @ 8 @ - - — - e
19 381 104 26 22

__m“‘mmm—m—mm_m
L]

ATH AUST DivL, SIGNAL Co.
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gt 5TH_AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

LIST OF TELIPHONE SUBSCRIBERS - 28/11/18

1. Huchenville Exchange (Divisional Train & Div.Rft.Wing)
2. l4th Aust. Inf. Brigade (2 rings)
5th Aust. Pioneer Battalion (3 rings)

%e 15th Aust. Infantry Brigade

4. 8th Aust. Infantry Brigade (5th M.G.Bn. through 8th Bde.)
e Ge0sCo

€« General Staff

gi A" & "Q" Branch

. Q.C-Sign&lﬂ

Ce Signals lMess
10. C.R.E.
1l. Signals Orderly Room

12. Area Commandant, Translay
1%. 3rd Aust. Division.

14 . D.A.D.O.S.

15. D.A.P.M,

16- _——

13. Camp Commandant

1Qe =

19. -
204 Linemen and Mechanics.
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