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2COND AUSTRALIAN PIONEER BATTALIOXN, ‘
SURUARY OF CONDITION OF WORKS, AS TAKEN OVER FROM 3R D AUST. PIONEER BN.

-
o
o E e —h"“h-l-"_.'

UMPIKE DRIVE SOUTH - This trench is in good condition, except for about '
100 yards fromfront line. | |

BuPIkE KOW - The back part is quite good, but the length between UMPIRE
AVEMUE and UMPIRE DRIVE SOUTH is very wet and the revetment is in a bad
| state of repair.

UMPIRE AVENUE. - The parapet in places is very low, and it is necessary
to get rid of a lot of water. The main drain which erosses this trench
is running well and there should not be any difficulty in getting the
water away.

AYRY STREET. - Quite good.

UNA SUPPORT - The parapet is low in places but the trench is much drier
than when we left it. A lot of repairs are necessary to the revetment.

DARNAVE LANE - This ie now an important C.T. and it requires a lot of
work, both revetting and draining.

-CECIL SUPPORT - The revetment is in a bad state of repair.

SI%] STREET - This trench is now well drained, but a few repairs are
necessary to the revetment.

UFFOLK AV.NUE - Quite good.

FLAX ALLEY - This trench is now dry, but the back end isd chiefly
revetted with sandbags; these are very old and will start to fall in soon.
’ In sume places the trench is very narrow.

YVES AVENUE - Vants cleaning out and draining.

;lelﬁg_gigﬁgﬁ_ -~ Condition fairly good, but wants revetting at various
points. At forward end breastworks require strengthening and raising.

UGLY AVINUE - Also wants breastworks raising, by making borrow pits at
| side of trench. This work must be done at night.

UL LANE AMU DOUVKE RIVER - Duckwalks reguire maintenance and renewal
at various places.
(Programme - Patrols of Ultimo & Douvre regularly).

BUGUUEIS -~ These were full of soakage water. One short length of trench
had been cleaned out to carry away some ofthe water causing the trouble,
otherwise nothing done to improve matters.

ANDREVS DRIVE TRENCH - On taking over there were shelters sufficient for
one Coy only. Trench requires draining and cleaning out, and duckwalks
relaying.

(Pragramma - To provide shelters for a Battalion and B.H.Q. in
5t Andrews Urive).

——

ARNETO, TRACK - Intact from U.20.b.central to U.10.d.8.4. This line is
in fair condition but requires to be lifted and straightered in many nlaces,
also a number of bad lengths of rails to be removed. '

LUUP LINE from U,10.d.8.4. to U.17v2.2.2. - 'This line is in a bad state of
repair, being considerably knocked about by artillery fire. 100 yards of
duck -alks are required on this line. Also wants lifting and packing in

- severgl places. 5o | E
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'}@% | COND_AUSTRALI 4 PIONEER BATTALION. i1

- Battalion Headquarters,
March, 10th 1918.

~ 10 ;'E-
} o " 2nd Aust. Division. e,
R e r{fﬁiﬁl -~
[Pl e
In accordance with instructions I visgited the Pioneser

. Iraining School at R.E.Depots, Rouen on 7th, 8th and 9th February. With
other inspecting officers I was taken all over the school, seeing students
» at work and examining the types of field engineering works recommended and
the methods of construction followed. Our criticism was invited.
5 In most respects the school was eminently practical as well as
experimental. For instance, certain men undergoing instruction having cut
— and revetted trenches, demolition students placed ammonal charges -
l‘ "ealculated to equal certain sized shells - on and close to'the parapet or
traverses etc., of the trenches. The result of the explosions approximated
, fairly well to the trench-wrecking effects of shellfire, and demonstrated
) .the relative values of various types of revetment. The classes doing
prectical revetiing undertook repair of these kxmmzkzes dama%ﬂd trenches.
The school was making a feature of revetting with rectangular
' gabions made of one sheet of small-mesh axpandad-matal filled with loose
i earth They are set at slepe of 4/1 and gave good results in the
demolition tests. It is fnund best not to tie the gabions to one another,
' _ as a shell may then displace one or two and not drag others with them.
{ I saw some near the edge of a crater that had the upper ends pushed over the
~ “vertical and the trench face of the expanded metal 'wrinkled' by the
pressure of earth from the explosion, and they were standing wall after
' being ten days in the distorted position. As there was a tendency to break
the metal in turning the corners over to make the square gabinn I suggest
| 'the desiribility of experimenting with one of slightly modified design, as
. per sketeh herewith, that would not erack, and would cover a little more
t trench for each sheet of metal used. These gabions must be set right way
up, as the segments of the metal network are set obliquadly, so that they
help to hold up sand or fine earth when right way up, and allew it to runm
"oul when reversed.
¢ If the course could be slightly extended I think it would be
~ well at least to double the time given to the work allotted to twentieth
- -and twenty-first days. Practice on derricks, holdfasts, and the launching
of girders is especially calculated to make 'handy' men of the N.C.Os.
A copy of the Syllabus of the Training Course is attached hereto.
I also attach hereto copies of what I was informed G.H.Q. have adapted as
standard types of Fire trenches and C.Ts.

r The trenches having 'block'travarsas rounded at the rear, are said
to be more easily laid out at night than the pattern having angles of 120 °.

The site of the school and the nature of the soil,sueh that there
t are no drainage problems to contend with, such as Pioneer Battalions have

gonerally to settle in practice. That is rather a disadvantage in the
uchool, as drainage questions areso very important to us and should be
considered prior to the commencement of each work.

I also noted with interest that by authority of C.H.Q. the use
of the tarm 'strong point' is being restricted to a work - generally of
cruciform type - capable of all round defences, wired all round and sited
always in rear ofthe support line, and containing some cover for its
garrison. 'Advance posts'-are as the name implies, always in the most
forward area, and 'defended localities' are portions of the trench system
behind the front line prepared for fire to front and flanks in the event of
front line being overrun.

The points of last para are probably well known to your Staff,
and I only presume to mention them here hecause I have frsquantl seen
strﬁn% pnsts mentioned in orders when 'advanced posts' or 'defended

'-l_—-_-—l-"‘

1nnal1 es' were intended, and because I had recent expericnce that some
offlcars are still prnne to confuse the terms.

A " .:I.:-' i il

;Q,”*f;' e { pd ¥"*’**'f““-ﬁi Lieut-Colonel.

o\ C.0. 2nd Aust, Pioneer Battalion.
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Opeaing) lo;tura to officers only, in Mess Room by
C'OI R. EiTlSl

Camp rules and arrangements, standing orders, etc.

te N.C.O's. b’ Ad ut‘nt, R.E.T.8. ;

Lecture on general descpiption of a trench system,
dimensions of trenches, order &f tasks, démentions

of breastwork, order of tasks.

Factors affecting trace and design, siting of trenches.
brainage of trenches. Visit to School and tour of
trenches. ﬂ

Lecture on organization of work and material, filing
on to work, use of tools, marking out of tasks.

i Second Lay.
3.45 a.m. = 12,16 pom. N.C.Os. to have practi cal work leading on to work and
o, TaaN digging tasks, also distribution of men and direction

%?; 'fﬁéﬁﬁfi of throws.
el % g Officers wikl have a scheme on organization of working
G parties on a trench also a breastwork.
o N Third Day.
8.45 a.m. = 11 a.m, Lecture on revetments, various types.
11 a.m, , Practical Hevetting including setting of A frame
g and gabions breastwork and sand bagging.
A - Fourth Day.
ﬁiiﬂ a.Me = 12 P, k
3 p.m. t0 8,50 p.n. Practical work, revetting.
2 fifth Lay. :

845 aem. - 10 .1F a.m.Lecture on Eiring.

10.80 a.m. - 12 noon  Lecture and detail of drill by Sgt. #ec Haul.

1.30 p.m. - 3.30 pome Visit school, examine standard types of wiring. |
gl L - Exhibition of wiring drill by special squad.

"8.46 a.ms - 12.15 p.n. Practical Wiring. (Half day) |
8.40 aeme -~ 12 mid. Practical wiring. | |
1.369.me - 3 p.u. Preparing staves for night wiring.

6 pems Practical work, night wiring.
2 Eighth Day. -
3.4F a.m. - 12 Biid. Ledéture on consolidation, including construction of

advanced posts and strong points.
Consplidation scheme will be given including
advanced posts and str _liﬁ:.pnints.
& Scheme to be handed in at 9 a.m, the following mérning.
| N.C:0s. will be divided into squads and will trace out
various forms of strong points, snd prepare sketches )
iof th? consolidation of various shell holes. :
| ?i. : L
}.45 a.m. - 12 Hid. Lecture Ey capt. Ke GILL R.E. on cut and cover dugouts,
3 ﬁglinter proof, shell and bomb proof.
: Visit school and inspect work in hand,
1«80 p.mes - £.30 p.m. Lecturs on Mining. '
J¢40 pem, -~ 3.30 p.m. Lecture on Concrete.

f

4 _ Iﬂnth DQE-
.40 a.m. - 172 ¥id. Officers tour of dug-cuts and practical work.
Le€0 pem. - 3.30 p.m, No.] N.C.0. Squad tour of cut and cover dugout and
> P | 2 practical work.
2L Y . ﬁo.i 1.Ce0e Equad tour of concrete work and practi cal
in. .-l worx. "
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Eleventh Day. APPENDIX 3

Ufficers practical work cut and cover dug-outs.

Ne.l Squad, practical work on concrete.

No.2 Squad, practical work on mine dug-outs.
ifwelvih Day.

Ufficers practical work on concrete.

No,1 Squad practical work on emxExzeks mine dugouts.

Mu.z-gqnda practical work on cut and cover dugouts.

eenth Day. |

Jificers practical work on conerete.

%0.1 Squad practical work on mine dug-outs.

No.2 Squad practical work on cut and cover dugouts.

Lecture on road repairs, trench board tracks, and
slab roads.

Prae%i#u% wﬁrE on ;1ah roads.

The squads to be detailed off by Senior Pioneer
Officer.

Fifteenth gag.
Officer's squad to prepare written scheme for laying

an overland trench board track after capture of enemy
position. |

Write short essay on overland and trench board tracks,
describing various methods. \
N.C.0s. to be divided into squads to reconnoitre for
overland tracks,and prepare written report.
Practical work laying out various types of overland
tracks and laying trench boards.

cixteenth Day.
Lecture on Decauville Tracks.
NeLoUs. Gguad practical work.
Officers laying oul curves, ete.-

peventLeentn Lay
Lecture on map read
Practical work,
Night work with compass.

Eighteenth Day.
Lecture on screens.
Lecture on Camouflage.

Nineteenth Day.
Lecture on Field Geometry and use of field level.
Practical work. |

do do

' n -

Lecture on knots and lashings,
Practical work, knots and lashings.
Officers 'will take sections of paps and prepare
design for bridging same.
N.C.Os. Practical worky trestle bridging.

ing, use of prismatic compass and

taking of sections and

i iw - iﬂt Lu-
Ufficers foctura on Explosives.

Practical work .45 a.n. - 12 Mid. Practical work
erecting derricks and launching girders.
ditto.
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‘wEICHES. UNPLRs RUR - 07 ards repaired at U.22.d.4.4, - U.22.d.8,4. -
U*Eﬂnd I#Bi gd U.E{.G-Q-S- ‘ﬂd U 2 .c.ﬂ.4.
1 - 85 yards repaired at C.4.b.2,0. - C.4.3.9.0. and
L-‘C-ti?-a-
ﬂgﬁjﬁﬁ;ﬁ&@ﬁgﬁ_ - 20 yards cleaned and repaired at U.23.a.1.5.
, ~ 26 yards cleancd and revetted at U.28.a.7.0.
18 ynrds ul Duetlaltn laid at U.28.a.0.8.
UYPIRE AVINUE - 200 yards revetment, duckwalks repaired and
trench drained frowl.22.c.59.2. to U.22.d.0.8.

%é&i_ﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬁ ~ Hrecting camouflage tc screen trench at C.4.d.8.7.
work completud. iwo shell holes repaired. -
i ‘ - hepairing, revetting and draining
s Aaces rom Usl6.0.8.9, to U.17. d.8.3,
- Uraining and isproving revelments between U.ll.a.l.l.

and UIll-dlllai ;rﬂnﬂh irom ULTIWO LARE U.17. d.8.8., to
Ue23.b.1.4. doepensd to afford 8ft of cover.

at tariqus

Average number of men emnloyed :- 212.
AGUTS . Four dugauts pumped out cleaned at ADVANCEL ESTAMINET -
Usldeasbed. Iwo floored, others not floored (unsafe and unlikely

to be usable).
150 yards of main drain cut and shell -holes in sisinity of
dugout dratnod into this.

il & $e Nine Shelters completed at 87 ANDK WS DRIVE - U,l4.a. and €.
In addition excavations for six more completed. Latrine and
Cookhousge 75% completed. -
200 yards of trench cleared of mud. Three side drains cut.
iievetting :trlngthanod and restored where required.
Average number of men employed :- 110.

CidOUFBAGE. 22 men employed under Divisional Camouflage Officer.
SJALUS. All roads in Divisional Sector patrolled and maintained.
Average number of men employed :- 30.
MANBAYS. LUV | i e drained, formation improved, line lifted .
| in low places, packed and sk strlifhtonod. Line now in good
Ioraar fran U.EO.h.i.B. to U.18.d.8.8.

£TON - drained, formation improved, line lifted in
low pl;uo: auked and straig htaned. Line now in good order from
Use 20.h.4-3- tﬂ UeDelebe s

All lines patrolled and kept opeh for traffic. Shell holes
repaired at U, 22-&.3-91'-|U-16id-3 3- - IU-II-G-I 3. and
U d.‘l 2'

128 Trucks located, 94 numbered, labelled and repaired.
Average number of men employed :- 832,

!
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Y. SECOND AUSTRALIAN PIONEER BATTALION .%é

"' To 2nd Aust Division Wﬁ"{fﬁ

In accordance with orders I attended the conferenees of C.0° & Sgconds
in Eommand of Pioneer Battalions held at R.E.School ROUEN on 25th ogth &
o7t FBPruary.

1°" ond grd g 4%h pysiralian Pioneer Battalions were represented,also
one New Zealand,several Canadian and practically all the British General

- Staff and other officers from G.H.Q.were in attendance throughout ,Major -
General Heath,who I understand is Director of Engineer Servieces G.H.Q.
presided on the final day,
I attach a copy of the Syllabus.
At the morning session of the first day it was pointed out that until the
question of the organisation and status of Pioneer Battalions had been more
or less determined the eourses of training for Officers & N.C.0° could not
be intelligently discussed and so the presiding officer introduced discussion
of question (b) Orginisation set down for discussion on the third day. The
employment of Pioneer Battalions was difcussed simultaneously.,

The G.S.officer from G.H.Q.read out the detail of the proposed new
organisation for British Pioneer Battalions which was identieal to that of
Infantry Battalions and was based on the assumption that they were to be
primarily infantry.(Battalions of 3 Companies).

During the diseussiof it transpired that some British Divisions have
not got a Pioneer Battalion and that in consequence Pioneer Battalions weme
were often left in the line when their division was withdrawn and had to work
with staffs that did not understand either their capabilitibes or their limite
ations.Then they may be #xaws withdrawn a few hundred yards to work on a Corf
line.Some have been engaged practically continuously on field works for 14
months with no opportunities at all for training.This continued labouring
and absence of training spells had resulted in epreciating the Esprit-de-
Corps.Several of the Battalions had been involved in the german counter
offensive near CAMBRAI and at times had to hold part of the line and garrison
certain loealities, ' -

oome of the officers testified that most of the relatively new men they
had were almost useless,for fighting,having had no training for many months,
and that they had to rely on the leaven'of "old soldiersB for effective use
of the rifle and the fighting qualities,

After an intarestinﬁmdiseuSIinn and exchange of views the presiding
officer invited us to submit memos in writing on the questions of organisatio
and employment. x -

Copy of my memo is attaehed hereto,

Major General Heath told me during an interlude that he had been considerin
the provision of a Battalion of Field Engineers & a Pioneer Battalion for
6ach Division.In respeet to that the British have a complaint that it is not
fair to have men of relatively equal atbtainment doin identical elasses of
work in a Divisional Area and those of one Corps to %e paid nearly twice as
much as their comrades of the other Corps.

The general experience was that no mattaer what may have been in the mim:
mind of the late Lord Kitchener when he ordered the or anisation of Pioneer
Battalions,the experience has been that they are practically technieal troops
employed on field engineering.That this is recognised by the authorities is
shown by the syllabus of training for Officers & N.C.0F at the Ro.E.School
ROUEN and the course of training at the execellent Pioneer Sehool at READING,
ENGLAND, ;

The C,0S were unanimous in opinion as tomthe need of occasional periods
for rest and training in whieh the Battalions could be brushed up, musketry
tactics and enough drill to mantain the soldierly spirit and realisation of
cohesion that are apt to languish when men are sent out month after month in
what are usually small scattered working parties,
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The lesture on Camouflage by Colonel Wyatt was a particularly ﬁé‘ .é
interesting and instructive event.

The diseussion and exehange of opinions and experienses on the
second day were very interesting and useful, The School Staff appeared
very anxious to seeure and make use of latest practieal experienees,

During the consideration of the question of training on the
third day the C.0. of Pioneer Training School at Reading, England,
outlined the course and ecirculated copies of papers set for final
examination of Officers and invited eriticism and suggestions, It is
a very good eourse in field an%ineeringn

%t transpired that the Iarge number of officers and thousands
of N. C. O's who have passed through that sehool have been sent to a
general reinforeement depot and were promiscuously scattered through
the army, the Pioneer Battns. receiving only a very small percentage of
theEOfficars and No. U+ O,s who had been speeially trained for their
work,

I was glad to be able to assure them that the Australian Army mamamw
manages better than that.

Mani of our Offiecers and N. C. Os. from the Pioneer Training
Battalion have attended the Reading School with valuable results,

It was announeed at the conferenee that the Reading Sehool was to
be converted into more of a depot and that the Canadians were setting
up a Pioneer Training Sehool of theéir own.

If the Reading Training Sehool is not to be any longer available to
the Offieers and N. %. O's. from our Training Battalion, I respectfully
suggest the addition of sueh a ecourse to the funetions of the Pioneer
Training Battalion or some other provision to provide their speeial
training.

After a short diseussion on the subjeet of "Teehnieal EquipmentB8
in whieh the need of amendment was unanimously recognised the matter
of settling the details was left to a Bommittee of whieh I was a member,

The Committee met after the general conferenee had ended and
went carbfully through the Meb Store Tables making reeommendations for
additions and omissions in aceordance with the views of the majority,

The recommendations were to be sent to G. H. Q.

As I have already reported on a visit to the Pioneer Training

School at Rouen I will not incorporate other reference to it in this
report.

The conference was exeeedingly interesting and instructive and
should serve a useful purpose in having brought %Ea Staff of G. H. Q.

into more intimate toush with the comparatively unknown Pioneer
Battalions,

e T-:—‘_‘W_-r

Lieut Col.

L_ 4 3 18 CI Ou END AUST: PIONEER BATTALION’
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SECOND AUSTRALIAN PIONEER BATTALION.

_l--.-_——--_-_-—--_-- - e e R . S S e S

Lé;iiﬁ{ ~ Battalion Headquarters

W To
F 2nd_Aust¥ Division ﬂfﬁ’ 7

Reference 57/115, D.A.G. 21/208 A.l.F.,intimatingtemporary
inerease inm establishment of Pioneer Battalions to bring them up
to 1200 pther ranks. ‘
May I be informed,please,whether authority ean be given to
appoint a proportion of extra Corporals? _
To effectively employ the extra hands in emergency, it will be n=
necessary to earry extra shovels,
Our transport is severly taxed,as it has been found essential
from time to time to get many tools that are not provided for in our
l Mob; Store Table,and in order to be ready to do again work such as we
| have been ecalled on to do if the past we have to ecarry these extra
, tools with us. _ :
May we have an allotment of two extra G.S.Wagons,please?
Our establishment of pack animals might be cut down if desired
to balance animals,as they are scareely ever used for pack transport.

| i il 4 -
! i?i_ :}'?"55 V. o N Lisut~Colonel
¢’o.,2nd Auqualian Pionsse Battalion.
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r
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PROGRESS REPORT FOR WEEK ENDING 2ond M AR CH 1918, =

I:l:ﬁ:ll!itt::u:::::::t#tt:unn:n:::===n=n=====—========

‘ i?mtcms.

--'-llll- .

122333333

A

I1¥0_AVENUE tremch cleaned ﬂut,drainnd revettments and ihell

l;s r:p:irad at numerous places hatwtan'U.IS.c.B.L. and

l» sletets

i _LANE, trench cleaned out and repaired,breastworks height-

revetments and shell holss repaired at numerous points

hﬂiﬂ"ﬂ Uel7va.4.4. and U.17:d.8.8. |

| H ANL, rovetments rlﬁliﬂd ybreastworks raised at U,11.d.2.7

,EI e11.d.0.8% Hl.tlje-j?lsl :11;“1“0 ?ﬂiﬁ Hilli‘iaigl

K. Noto:- UGLY LANE ig mot dﬂag% mep.UCLY LANE runs from EGMONT

N A\fﬁﬂﬂﬁ-ﬁ e lells & 14:&t‘-3.mkﬁd on “’P as ECUONT AVE:
v :.IHIHHE should run from U.11l.a.1=1.t0 WALK ALLEY at U.1l.a.

o HEPIFL IRENCH.Blasting concrete and obstacles at U,17.d.5.4.and

% S17-3:30208 ydeviation cut from ULTIMO LANE U.17.d.50.84.to

o U417,d.53,76. Trench cleaned out and- deepened at U.17.d.54,50.

| and Uel7edebe3.U, 23-}5-1:#-“ 23esbePeb. 99 y“d duckwalk laid

1 = ﬁrgg U.Bﬂih.lzi.lﬁ.iﬁ.& Use23.Db. 2.5+ 08 yards revetment erected
-3.3- .

£ .Hﬂﬁ « 650 yards wire taken off and renewed between U,19.b.4.7

and mhﬂl alsc from Us14.¢.8.1.t0 Usl44d.8,8.5hell holes
SNIE rapairﬁd ai various points.

B UBIPI ke SUPPOT. 28 ytrda dug U.28.2.0.8,
| RIEI“STREET. "10 yards revetments repaired at C.4.d.7.6. Féyards

ﬂIﬂlﬂﬂ _lﬂa &uﬂk'alkﬂ 1i£t3d Q'4-dt?-ﬁi'
CECIL SUPPORY, ) yerde ralk rep -rgdﬂc.i.ﬁg.?.aa b
N WARRATE ' i:L_] | red sBeloelie 170 yards draine
tnﬂ EucE-ETEs rli ; &a-e_ﬂ_jnd,;u¢*”w_f;;dﬁ ﬁialuid and drained
: c;ﬁg 10 ard#ﬂl'ﬂ‘ﬁ | '1. e . ﬁ‘ T T s o
N . ; . 680 yar« r a ad Ce 210 UsP2edy0,4 30
S5 pards LT MR o » ’

IRE Rﬂh 4 lholi'hulaa rap;ired at Us22.0.8.8.

-r..-r ----

BN .Hglﬁ Elgg_b ; 180 yards duckwalks r&pairoﬂ at Ue23etede®. ./
7 Yateris uarrI 541 duckwalks S5"AM frames 58 ravatunnt frames |
50 sheets iron & owt: nails .

| lw$raga number of men employed 214,
< tranch 'dn H’u 3 g ".;..' o 55'.': rs.
ﬁmplttﬂd E a:aavafiaﬂfy;gﬁﬁjtfj conp.

‘Wiléi eiu.S- 4 _ gt
Avnraga~numbar of men &upl.f;”

ompleted 1 cook hausa completed
ﬂ.plrtiilly'ﬂﬂnplated'ﬁﬂ yards
IS eted 1 excavation .
- cor _liud-l cook house completed
- r"ﬂ Wt Et Uild"ﬂ'uiﬁ.

TRAMWAYS.
Facranny ?a&LGU#ER 1HACK,Line drained,formation,improved,rails lifted and

packed wh “Fink and strai htinnd.ln good Bttia of repair from
e eho4.8¢ tﬂ Hi17iﬂ¢3t1l

BANETON TrACK.Liness drained,formation improved,rails lifted and

nacked whire sunk & straightened,In good state of repair from
Ul£ - -4.£-t0 U-lﬂ.d-4.3- | i
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GPORT CONTINUED  (2).

1 : | o PR
- - - -
- - - : - L -_
i

B o irhi Latd fron U.28.8.08.20 b ) 1422088 3-
..'-f'f' "P.’hn completed to U.22.¢.9.6. 500 sleepers anc 238 |
~ lengths rail salvagaﬂ from PLOEGSTREET wmn and earried

B - 1 .Ez.ﬁnﬂﬁnmt '_ e
1 R ne s aakbldi shell holes re aired and lines kept

,Paﬁliﬁilﬂ B olle '{sd and amtrul ing depots established

at H_..EQ.I) _f_‘f.__'"_ Bl

- -

'  at 0D rm GGENER 19453474
L -m;nﬁ:lg:;imgﬁfflfﬁﬂﬁ ler L C: __uﬂa%& Gfﬁuﬁr.
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Uelbegalede

| \\ SELOHD AUSTRALIAN - PIOHEER BATTALION
% - ROAD, H.E:PJHT FOR WEEK ENDING 22 : 3 ¢ 1918,
;;::::::;:::ﬂzzﬁ:;;:;== .T== =;==r==ut::1ﬂ==ﬂl.t:t=ﬂll========:=::=========:::::::#========1=======ﬁ===========:===========
ace an oifficer #Ho Hours Nature of Vork ! K k
Location B 3 | iien Vorked | i SRS
--------------- IS oy TPy [t - = =S N (S i {+ = ” -----------i----—----4..-_...--_..__-.:........_..__.-_...................__......._..._.._-_ S T T el S0 Wi bl 4 e s el S
PLOEGSTLLRT - E i E ? 126 yards repaired 140 yards drain cleaned 7 G.S.waggon ?
méﬁggﬁghg ) E i E E loads and 33 limbers bf metal spread E Roads in good order
80 U.21.d.7.0. i | E i § i g e
EHHHER.ﬁQaﬂ E EE E E E { ds rep a1rad.3@ ards drain eleaned 4 shell holes E
% C.7. g.u.l. to §) 8 : : : filled 4 11mbars mt spread. ' koad in good order
’c 3. .418. : . : l : : : tﬂ C.3.‘.ﬂ.i.3. -'
( MOTOR CORNER 1 S Yl 180 urds repaired repa.irsd 160 yards dram clﬂaned i Hoad inigood order
 KOAD g IR & t 1 shell hole filleds i to C.14.2.9.9.
Ullsibigl4lta i .;_.: : ® ! < : :
Ealba.0.9," {1 3. i GRS | :
SR s S |
| 8 e - =
ASBAVRWE. ) @ | : } 37 shell holes filled in | Road in good order
U.14*t#ﬁ.4.tn_ i o i i i ¥XR 200 yards drain cleared. ! to UsdlBsaslede
: : : : ' - :
I ' ! ! :
: (DR i
L 1 I H
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pprox: 17 tons of metal & 13 tons of brick debris used.
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“LTeCOL. FolleGe ANNAND, LSO., VD., COMMANDING SND AUSTRALIAN PIONEER BATTALION

e e e e T

In the Field,
iiarch 24th 1918,

. LNSENTION.y, battalion will march out of camps at preseni occupied, on '
? 26th inst, to WULVERGHEM.

and to be Di'i'iﬂﬂd Re
- GOULEs o, Hele (ineluding Band) via g “f serve,
i Coys to arrange own starting time and route.

As laid down in previous orders, to be strietly maintained
(8ee A. R. 0's para's 356 and 433 to 451)

de Qo 9 aem,

Lieuts. Henry and Proctor and £ H. Q. Sigs will proceed te
WULVERGHEM on the 26th inst., to take over and allot camp
g, sites also one Officer and one N. C, O. from "A" Coy to
" make reconnisance of Trenches and Koads in extension
¢ of Dive Area. Ome Officer and one i. L. U, from "B" Coy
to make reconnisance of Tramway system. One N, Co Ue 2and -
man from "C" and "I" Coys to take over
Cpl S:nkq{ an. one man from Pioneer Seetion to take
, over Lindenhoek Lump (N.27.¢,9.3.) .
{ | Iransport Sgt. to arrange for Transport Lines.

BLANKETS. vee lanket and Grou |
uround 5h | |
to pack, No specisl matggg ;iliabﬁ o R Mk .

8 Ahet 6o Bott ef | id downm but it is desired
_ be ubiform in thed :ﬁ;:ﬁioa usf ite om wethod which shoula

[ USPURT . Te 0o will arrange for Coy Transport to revort to Coy H. Qs
' at 6 pemes on £6th inst. .
7. ‘Un completion of move Transport will return to Transport
Lines. '

TRAUSPORT betails from Q. 4. Store to be H. Q. transport guard.
GUARD, Coys wi.l arrange Guards for respective transport.
3 lote 1= MNo mem except Tronsport Cuards te ride on
v vehicles, )

L8 full complement of tools, eguiptment, grenades, ©. A Ammun-
Bla ition to En carried. Ali sggplun stores to be neatly stacked
in a suitable place im each Unit's Lines. llo personal eor
other equiptment of any description to be left in this

9. areéa.

Any surpilus food to be handed to Loy Cooks or Btn.
Qe 4o Store.
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53 time move was completed.
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g. folﬂﬂri
B. L. G. C.
R. 8. il

G&ﬂ Hlﬂlﬁi

In accordance with Divigsdaal Orders receive
the minim mmhar af: men required for Patruh and nsaesam?op:gi’
g: roads, tram Way system, and elsctrie lifht duty at Catacombs will
Goctis e maindar of the Bin nﬁlﬂdlng Band, Pioneecr
vection and attached details {muluding Batmen) are to he ed
" Eniag prﬁtﬁfﬁi‘f i {@ﬂ loading, Irigger prossing,
PORRSR S, EII& Eignallars ! Grgmmt_oﬁ of Hachine Gun Sec

S e hnd that mn &6 o
mrrwﬂy.

» AT | ‘ . , e M. .
AL Tmﬂ 10 BE K . THUE]
absent from Camps except

ATSE L, Warking paptia«n except those abe
thdrawn irom Wnrks now in P’;’ﬁiﬂai ﬁ!

°% Iroining is boing arranged and will be

= apt and Adit,
&ui Auat.. Pioneep Battaliim

I -
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Batialion Haa{
Eﬁth March 1 !‘i&u

‘prosent need for mm to be able to use all we
at their éimnl is apparent to all, and while it is late to r.tt'
| rained men, it seems opportune to make most of all

m;i;iﬂga for rehersing training already done in.the pm,.
ird 'iﬁtmtieﬂ are as m&w b S5

i ’ww mbjoots

AIRY { A.’L ng and Triggﬂr Prﬁsm AR TN Fi ol
{' hﬁd Loading and Fire Cen: rol, U

i

B_O@IHG; As paﬁ. uf a Plataau Eath in atﬁaﬁk mﬁ wenmr. :

| SIGNALL 5 AND  Epseially refors to runnoers md Fﬂﬂﬂlﬁ ﬂf
nnmbm

& u&]ushmt ﬂi applimam

'J:...iiﬂ,, i

i | Far thﬂ PWB&“I g1 ,' aheuld be mdﬂ
; f Ure ﬂﬁs ir ﬁ*ﬁ" q.'-ua‘ aed o ".I.'__'.ﬁ_fi es frm time to

I & r,q!"-r iﬁ.r r- || Do tmml ] -_7_'-_-_1:_-*;-5 e N n‘- 'IMHBHMQ
#;— 1.~ " nl : r -;'J ."E .: g'; ’ :' 3

; S Please draw up 4 ¢ 11’ bus of 'lbnning ineh&lng
i{ above mm\?imad subjects, forwarding copy to B.H.Q.
?
f

%{, . | éfﬁﬁm” Gant and Adjt, i
| 5 ¢ 2nd Mat. Pimeu Battalion, 4
| _ |
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N\
k: SECOND RUSTRALIAN PIONEER BATTALIOHN. // f
E;Q Weekly pragress report for week ending 29: 3: 18. AP 'rji{ Jﬂjz;”“
3 TRENCHES.
. UMPIRE DRIVE SOUT!I. 162 yards duckwalks repaired U23.¢.2.8, U23.c 4.9
& | U238 o. 80,85 U.22 d.4.8 U 22.d.8.6. 4 yards revetted U 22 4 6.4
- SUFFOLK SUPPORT. 12 yards revetted U 28. c. 5.6
U.G.1. B8R yards generally repaired U 28.a. 8.3. ﬂ/\ﬁ"l
36 yards revetted U238 a.8.8.

UMPIRE QVEHUE 130 yards Eanarally repaired. U22.d.0.2. 15 yards
revetmants and duckwalks repaired. U28.a. 75.00. 12 yvards

revetted U22 d4.0.2.

UUPIRE ROW. & yards drained U.22c.B.4. Two shell holes repaired
U2RIEXZIE U 22 d.256.87.

UMPIRE TRENCH. A frames erected and duckwalks laid 72 yards between
U238 b 3.6. and U 28 b 20.25. Shell hole reﬂalred U 28 b 3.7
35 yards deepened and graded U 23 b 3.8. Trench widened and
daa ened and berm cut between U 17 d 8.8 and U 17 4 5.0. Trench
raded and drained U 17 d 55.80.

LTI E. Trench cleaned out, revetted with pit props, duckwalks
relaid U 17 d 5.9 . Trench repaired where necessary from
U 17 d 6.8 to U 17 d 4.9.
. Parapet raised U 17 a 3.5. Trench revetted between
U 16.b.8.3 and U.17.a.3.5. and drains cleaned and duckwalks

relaid.

ﬁi;_lﬂﬁﬁ_giﬂgﬁg, Trench cleaned out and duckwalks relaid U.15.c¢.5.8.

%%E:%f%%:%%%‘g’ Duckwalks renewed and wired approx. U.14.d. 670
VE TRACK. Patrolled and kent in order.

98 duckwalks, 92 A“ frames, 30 revetment frames, 50 sheets of
iron earried from dump to site of wurk. Average number of
men employed 241.

Note. Owing to move, except for patrol of tramways and roads,
only three ays work done during week.

TRENCH TRAMWAYS.
~ WARNETON TRACK. Line drained, formation improved, rails lifted and
packed when reguired and straightened, from U.10.d.4.3. to
U.ll.a.3.2. = Duckwalks repaired and wired. Line mumk now
in good order from U.20.b.4.6. to U.1l1l.2.3.2.
VANCCUVER TKACK. Lines drainedm formation imnrovedm rails lifted

and straightened where required. Duckwalks repaired and
ll!il! PQWIPEd frﬂm U 17-3-3-1- to U- 161 b 8 9- Llnﬁ now
in good order from U.20.b.4.6 to U.18.b.8.9.
LE GHEER ZEEGK. 466 yards of track salved and laid from U.22.c.6, 6.
S to U.22.d.3. 7 Formation completed from U.22.¢.9.5. to
U.22.d.4.7., Culverts erected at U.22.c.6.,8. and U.22 ¢.9.5.
All lines in Divisional area patrolled and kept
tpen.fur traffic. Truck controls carried on at U.20.b.4.8.
. : C 1,d.7.1. C.14.2.9.9. T.5.b.1.4. 0.81.c.8.5. T.12.b.5.2..
y o, - 143 len%ths rails and 400 sleepers salved in Ploegsteert
: ﬂ 'Woad*and dumpod Le Bheer Dump or used on Le Gheer Track.
Average number of men imployed 109.
4.d.3.6. ' Fwo i::l excavations partially completed . One eockhouse
DAL o and one latrine partially completed . 15 yards trench #x deepened.
Wild.0.5.5. One shelter camplated,gpartially completed one rebuilt

One shelter partially completed, three sheliers improved
One excavation deepenad.

P 14.0.7.7. . “Execavation for B. H. Q. partially completed. Coy H.Q.
= partially completed.

|
f
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