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WARNETON | 4.18. Officers of the 1D th Field Coy.R.E, (25th,.Imperial Divisiongarrived o A perbdiﬂ 1
~Sector, | take over after a busy wesk in the retreat on the PMUIB. As it was aily Works
| comparatively late in ths day, arrangements were at once made for two Rgpurkﬁ).

| | of their sections to move to CATA®MMBS at 7.3 .p.m.

SODEWAERSVELDE ) 4. 18 . Company moved by Bus from NEUVE BGLISE to GO DEWARRSVELDE. Major HARRTS el
| and Lieuts,CARLETON;HILL and SEXTON remaining behind for half a day to | *APpendm:D:

complete the hand over, Hand over notas attached.
| In leaving the sector, it was felt a smallsr Proportion of labour

should now be employed on the fromt 0 yards of the defencses., It is |
|

not believed however that the Pollicy could have bheen altered sarlier
owing to the dilapidated conditiom in whieh many importamt trenches had
been found, The accommodation work was also very mecessary but, the
whole garrison being Provided for, this labour could now be di‘rertadﬁn

to more rearward defsucas,

34138 Whole Company on parade for the first time in 1918, Advantage was taken
of the opportumity to repeat to all ranks the lessons leamed by the
130 th Field Coy R{/E. during recent ensmy attacks, |

4.4.1%. | Company left billets about S.P.m.,untrained in good time and left
G0 DEWAERSVELDE about 6.40 ,p.m,,25 minutes anead of schedule, During the

night a slight collision occured nsar BOUIOGNE as a result of whi
Sapper EARLY was injured and had to be put off at ET APLES, g -

AUX-en- Amienois 5. . | i - | 3

Amienois 5.4 18, uch to our surprise the train reached ST.ROCH about 3.p.m. but it took
two Stalf Officers and over twc hours to gel the trucks placed alongside
a loadiang platform, In the meantime Nos 1 and 4 sections were seat on to
meun-Msnni; where we were to billet for the night, and the remsinder
detrained the animals and all but three of the vehicles, Remaindsr of

Company reached VAUX befors dark and found a hot meal re o d
billets secured by advaace party under Lisut RENSHAW, s thm - wo K
]|_ vy

(A7o92). Wt Waasio/Mizgs. 75 0 0. thy 1. D, & L., Ltd. Forms/C.2118/14. '
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Men were warned to make the most of the opportunity for slesp as
the 7th,Tield Compeny had besn turmed out the previous moraing om Very

gshort motice. |

Instructions were received to get im touch with C.R.E.35th.Div.
before 9,a.,m, the following morning al PONT NMOYELLES. yto collect
information as to what his Compamnies had been doing.

Company marched out at 8,a.m, and transport follcwed at 9.3 .a.1.

0/C. went ahead with cyclists to select horse lincs and vigit C.R.E.,

Z5+th.Division and Lieut GILLESPIE went on ashead as billeting officer.to
USDYHE, By g

s g’?th.;f)ivision were not moving and no useful imformation could Dbe

obtained from their C.R.,E., Field Companies had held part of the line for

a day mear BRAY but had done nothing for mearly a week. 3
Tramsport lines were selected at H.6.c.4.0. Sheszt.62d.near high banks

just east of R.HALLUE, and the whole Company was in billets at LADUSDYE

by S.pr.m.

Instructions received /to take over from 12th,Field Company A.H.on
8th,inst., O0.C.with Lisuts DAVIES,ELSUM and CARLETON immediately visited
their headquarters and found that they had only two sections employed
(both under Brigade ordersy Lieut DAVIES locked over forward area and
Lieut CARLEION the remainder, ' _

~ Oowing to QUERRIAU being the sawice of all R.E.Supplies, it was
decided mot to move the transpott lines, but a request was made <o
C.R. B, to establish a Divisional R,E,Dump near FRANVILLERS with
Divisional Txxxxmxt vehicles so that the Company could undertake more
transport work, |

The dispositions of 12th,Field Coy.appeared sound exceptv as regards
oné s2ction living behind HENENGQURT WOOD and working on a duag duz-out

near LAVIEVILLE. It was decided that section ieving the 1 er should
live on its job but otherwise existi dupn:i‘fﬁns weTle agop% &-
12th,Field Coy.dunps were well forward and were adopted.

D. D. & L., London, E.C. ‘ -
(Afoas) Wt Wizj/Maog —co,000 5/1y Boh. 58 Forms Caui8fig
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Company moved at B.a.m.,as follows:-
No.3.8ection to De5.8.7.4., (Sheet 624d)
No.4.8ection t0 Ve26.b.3.9.(Temporarily)
H-Q,.and Mos.1l & E.Sﬂﬂtiuﬂs to C.5:D:s%i6,

Existing defences were rudinmentary in the extreme, 4th, Aust.Div.,
having been fighting hard and ome Brigade being dstached (as was the case
also with this Division) The only existing tremches were PIONEER TRENCH
(about half dug and not well sited,) An old French closed work in D.12.c.
and aa old trench facing N.E. in D.6.c¢. Forward of LAVIEVILLE there was
only one other trench of any kind:va series of pot-holes and small works
afterwards improved amd called VILLA RESERVE LINE.

There. . were o shelters of any kind in the area except a few sheets
of iron at each Battalion H.Q.and R.A.P's

C.,R.E.was arranging for Pioneers to dig some intermediate defence
linss, and iafantry commenced vigorously on impreovesment of PIONEER TRENCH .
S0 this Company concentrated at once on accommpodation work. Aa immedigte
start was made with 4,2"proof shelters for each Battalion H.Q.,R.A.P and
Signal 0 fTice. s | ' ' e

Owing to the ahurta%t of ordinary R.E.Stores, Lisut ELSUM with
Company surveyors were at once sent out on Engineer reconnalssance,chiafly
for sawn timber and corrugated iron. Very useful timber was found ia
LAVIEVILLE, and both timber and irgn at an abaadoned asrgdrome near ithe

. same village; the latter comprisiag over 2,000 lineal feet ¢of timber
- from 6"x2" to 9"x3", and over 2,0 sheets of corrugated irpm.

No.2,8ection under Lisut ELSUM was made responsible for salvage of all
R.E.materials required for forward work and commencéed at once with
corrugated iron for improvised weather-proof trench shelters. .
Ons of our greatest difficulties arése from the shortage of nails
which literally had to he salved in twos and thrses from the villages.

As the AMIANS-ALBERT Rgad was still in excellemt condition, 6th Bde
asked for some trees to be felled across it as an obstacle to amoured cars

Lieut HILL accordingly went forward with 2/Cpl.PAINE and 12 Sappers of
Nos 1.,%2,Ssctions after dark and felled four trees just behimd the crest
in E.7.4d. | -

D. D. & L., London, E.C. e
(Afoo;) Wt Wiz71/Mzo31 750,000 517 Sch. 52 Forms 'Ca118/14
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No.3.8ection comasnced at once on excavation of new head quarters
for 292nd,and 23rd.,Battalions, but half the Section had To work on their
own accomnodation whiwh was very poor. _. ™

No.4,.Section commenced at once to dismantle the accommodation they
had taken over as a preliminary to moving forward t0 Ded.Celesds where

n was to be employed. |
e w%;t;!:;:gzigac:ma fg.llr gmglu;ad_ at once, and remainder of No.l.Sectiom
commenced increasing accommodatior near Company H.Q.to enable portion of
transport to be kept nearer its work, _
Arrangements made with 24th.,Battalion to put 40 men on salvage of
timber in MILI,.ENQOURT,

Barly in the morning the forward section (No.3.) was fairly heavily
ghelled, Sappers TWNSEND and QUINE being fatally wounded and 4 others
evacuated wounded or gassed. The worst gas case (Sapper FERNLEY) ___ruultud
from a gas shell penstrating the shelter in which he was slegping and
bursting inside, _ 5 | |

- o4th,Battalion afterwards did us a good turm.,Sesinag No.3.Section
re-buillding their camp, they sent ten men over to help. ;o

No.4.Section less %‘uard on old camp moved to D.4.Csl.3., and
immegizataly pushied ¢n with both faces of dug-out for Brigade H.Q.

Iliﬁ'ut SEXTON Wi‘hh L/Gpl.ﬂw 1ﬂﬂﬂ-tﬂﬂ. ten new PUitl in D15-d-- ’
D.6.C.,D.12,b,and c,,and D,18.a. dug by 2nd Pionesrs om the previous night.

No.l.Section commenced making Barbed Wire Concertinas with wire salved
from an old P.0.W.Compound near BAIZIEUX.,50 were made and delivered to
Battalion H.Q.,Dump in the evening. ' |

D. D. & L.., London, E.C. S
(Afoa;) Wt Wizyi/Mao31 750,000 517 Bch. 82 Forms 'C2118/14
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Survey of existing defences carried on by Lisuts SEXTON and HILL and
everything behind PIONENR TRENCH definitely located.
PIONEER TRENCH being the only one handed over By 4th.Division,was

agsuned corrsct on their map, .
rrangeuents made to start a deep dug-out under AITFNS-ALBRERT Road

for Right Battalion H.Q.at about D.12,d,5,.,6, (Plan attached) |

4,2"proof shelters having been completed for both Battalion H.Q'rs,
arrangemants were made to put in smaller shelters for all Coy.H.Q'rs
infmétzytta dig the hole2s and carxy up the materials which we would then
construct,

Mo.l.Section relizved No.3.at 8.a.m.without affecting continuity of
either forward or hack work.

Infentry were at this time employed in improving PIONEER TRENCH and
pusking out a new lire of posts on both flanks. PIONEER TRENCH was very
unsatisfactory as a defence line, being on forward slope north of the
ANITENS-ALBERT Road and unable tg see the crest south of the road,

A much better line south of the road and about 0 wards furtker forward
was selected by us and the Right Battalion kad plenty to do in digging,
connecting up and wiring these posts. A nunber of these posts were
mgrked ocut by Lieut ELSUM, At the same time as this was being done,
the 7th.Brigade dug 2 long trench in prolengation to the right of
PIONEER TRENCH. This alsc was unable to see the crest and was never
occupied, as the Brigade shortly afterwards ssmmmimik dug 2 line further
forward {:u conform to our posts.(RMMA LINE) : -
Concertinas were exclusively used for Front Linme wiring.

From this date onwarde from 6 to 8 Sappers were employesd daily in strutting

and gasproofing cellars im LAVIEVILLE and MILLENOOURT and in building
Company headquarters for the Support znd Reserve Battaliocns., The bulk of
this work was supervised by Lieut SEXTON. s

D. D. & L.., London, E.C. .
(Afooj) Wit Wiri/Mzost 750000 5117 Boh. 88 Forms Ca118/14
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Aecter |

|

16.4.18.

e e
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T;ZLE whole of No.4.Section was now at D.4.c.1l.3, and arrangements were
mede to augment the party by 1.N.C.0.and 12.Infantry to enable 4 Shifts

to keep going, |
Divisiomal R.E.Dump wes mow esteblished at FRANVILLERS, this Company

lvi 3 Sappers to help work it.
Y ir;gaﬁgﬁ?wiﬁﬂ were nawpmadu to move all tramsport to just ‘unhigd
Compeny H.Q. leaving omly a guard.or pontocn gtores at pld horse-lines,
Guard of 3 Sappers placed omn Aercdrome at D.1l6.a.7.4. to control
distribution of stores therefrom, |

Three smell posts for twe support platoons were sited about BE.2.c.3.8.
in rear of left of PIONFER TRENCH and work cn these wes started by all
available men (about ) of 24th.Battalion. | )

Lieut HILL moved to D.4.c.1l.3. to organise wiring p arties from ,,

Support end Reserve Battalioms on lines im rear of PIONEER TRENCH.
Great difficulty was experienced in getting pickets of suitable length
for this work, Thousends of pickets 3ft.tc 4ft.long were availzble but
the resulting entanglement was almost mo obstacle. By careful selection
of pickets from QUERRIFU Dump however, the best entanglement under the
circumgtances was comstructed,

0.C.s8trongly reccumended a C.T.on left ¢of Brigade Ares gifedifor
flank defence in eventvof enemy advance along the ALBERT-MILLENCOURT
valley, ond 2lso & switch lime from VILLA RESERVE about U,1ll.c.3.7. towards
U.l6.central and thence along spur meeting ANCRE valley Jjust forward of

RIBEMONT,

No.2.8ection relieved No.l.on forward work.
All line companies mow had 4,.2" proof headquarters, and a start was made
on similar structures for all machine gunners. Terms of construction were
as pefore: i,eé,,Machine Gunners dug the holes to our sgpecification amd
carried up the materials which we supplied and agssembled. ' |

D. D. & L.., London, E.C, ‘ ;
{Afooy) Wt Wirsi/Mzo3r 730,000 517 Sch. 52 Forms, C2116/14
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MILLENCOURT |17.4.18
~A ecltor |

2 A3,

22413

234.18.

24418,
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% Qompanies of 2nd.Pioneers dug the froat 1000 yards of Flamk Defence
C.T.referred to on 16th. Trench being marked out amd parties guided to
job by Lieut ELSUM assisted by Lieut VEALE who was temporarily attached

to the CGEPW-

No.3.S8ection relieved No.2.0n forward work, *
A new H.Q.for Left Battaliorn was statted =t B.1.c.30.35., as the existing
site was receiving toc muck eneny attemtion to be comfortable.

Lieut DAVIES sited a new lime of posts for 24th.Battaliom North of
AIIFNS~-ALBERT Road.

About this time, two Sappers were supplied nightly to supervise
infantry parties wirimg their posts. The practice was mot found to have
any great advantage and was discontinued after sbout a week.

17th.Battalion moved up near Coupany H.Q. and mo time was lost in
getting from them & party of 50 for cutting 6ft.pickets for wirimg.
This practically saved the situation on wiring rear limes as no angle R
pickets had yet come mp.

4 =

| Captain MGHLAY toock im hand the improvement of Defence Line just
in front of LAVIEVILLE (VILLA RESERVE), end was considerably helped by
0.0 .22nd,Battalion, The most difficult part of the job was to get mookk
mens® shelters out of the tremch to perait of traffic along the' Line.,

All troops ordered out of LAVIEVILLE and MILLENCOURT. Support amd
Reserve Battalion headquarters were thése chiefly affected, and new sites
were selected at D.5.4.1.2, and V.23,c.4.7. for Deep Dug-cuts. |

D. D. & L., London, E.C. e
(ABooy) Wt Wirgi/Mzo31 750000 517 Bch. 63 Forms, C2118/14
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\
An important C.T. was dug by 2l.,st,Battalion from PIONEER TRENCH %o
BMA LINE near Southern Brigade Boundary. Work marked out by Lieut,DAVIES
and supervised by Lieut.VEALE.

No.l.8ection relieved No.3. on Forward work.
Owing to Brigade sector moving North, a2 new lot of shelters for Company
Headquarters and Machine Gunners became desirable and a start was made
immediztely on the former,

Dug-cut at D.4.c.1.3. complated exuapnﬁr;'ﬁ_ teps, gesproocfing, and
o 1ittle lagging. Arrangements made to move,iniantry to Company H.Q. to
take over concertineg work. : , |

- Proposals submitted to C.R.E. after concurrence of Brigade for

Battalion H.Q.Dug-outs to be constructed at Eel.eCe25.30.,D.5.d¢lel,,
Ve23.Cedo7.,and V,30.d.2.8, (Plan attached) ,

2lst.Battalion Headquarters moved into Deep Dug-out at D.12.d.5,6.,
one entrance and two cubicles being completed,and Sapperg concentrated o
driving a second entrance.

Dug-out for "D'Battalion H.Q. comuenced at V.23.c.4.7.
253rd.Battalion fully occupied in digging connections in various
lines North of ¢ld Brigade Boundary, 55 men of 24th.Bettalion similazly
gnployed on third line of Front System on trenches marked out by

M&j o H.AERIS-

D. D, & L., London, E.C, ~ :
(Afgoi) Wt Wipi/Mzos1 750,000 sfi7 Sch. B8 Forms Cauilfig
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30.4.18.

No.3.8ection relieved No.4.at Dug-out and shelters at D.4.c.1l.3,,for
the purpose of constructing two new Dug-outs at Ve23,.ced:s7s,and DebH.dele2s,
and started on latter at z.p.m. , thhe Tormer being already under weigh.

Lisut RENSHAW was very fully occupied with connections of PIONEER
up line of posts forward of

TRENCH in MILLENQCOUET VALLEY, connecting
a C.T, from PIONEER TRENCH to line of posts

PIONEER TRENCH and, digging .
and putting out front line wire in MILLENOOURT VALLEY, all done by

23rd,Battalion under his general supervisicn.
Lisut. CARLETON marked cut and supervised furthsr work by 24th.Bn.on

third line of front system,

Relief orders received. _
No new work underteken, but endeavours made to finish what was in hand,

Notice Beoards praparad for all:trenches, and gap indicators placed
at all - gaps in wire entanglements.

During the month, the Company had been almpst exclusively employed
on engineer work; and constructed four Battalion Headquarters and shelters
for all Company Headquarters and for nearly every Machine-gun crew in the
Sector, In addition, every men in four Battalions had weailherproof

achudatian.
"Defences of the sector were very considerably improved and two and a

half miles of substantial wire entanglement were erected, and all this in
spite of the most depressing dack of the commenest R.E, Sturea—partiﬂﬂaﬂy

na.ils.

D. D. & L., London, E.C.
(Afooy) Wit W 1771/Ma031 750,000 5/17 Boh. B8 Forms, CzriBfiy
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April | ) _
During the month of APRIL :-

| 4,0ther Ranks were evacuated sick,

1l,0ther Rank was Killed in Action,

. '- Z Qther Ranks were wounded and remagned at duty.
/ 3.0ther Ranks rejoined from hospital,

1l,0ther Rank was transferred from another unit,

2/Lieut,BE, C,WHITE joined from Engr,Reinforcements on 18/4/418,
1,0ther Rank joined from Engr.Reinforcements.

Strength of Company on 30 /4/18.:- 10.0fficers.,231.0 ther Rarks,

e

D. P. & L.., Londoa, E.C. . il
fAfooj) Wt. Wiyri/Mzost 750,000 5/17 Bch. 58 Forms'Catid/ig

i i
s
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| | 9.0 thersRanks were evacuated wounded(Three ¢f whom subsequently Died,)

| 2/Lieut.W.C.D. VEALE was attached from 7th,Tield Co, from lst.to 26th/4/18.

I‘:E!]IIH.I‘EH and
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o AB Egndiees
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Hanc{— over noles o 130k Tield CCRE.

T Plan of Deep dugroat at D.124.5.6,(620)
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