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chiﬂﬂy M-Gtmg‘ﬂutﬂ E-t 0;56.&;,5;‘14 andﬂ.ﬁ-b-ﬁiﬁ, ,DE&P Dug—uutﬁ fﬂl"
R.AP.,Signal Test Point and four Field Artillery Batteriss, aimprw_ing
approaches to DMUE bridges near GLISY and making concertinas in |
preparation for forthcoming operations.

0.C.reconnoitred Left Brigade area with Lieut ELSEI duri the day
and attended a 6th Brigade conflerence in the evening in connec ion Iwr;t.h
proposed attack. We were entrusted with preliminary a.l-rang_manta as
regards Battls H.Q'rs, two R.A.P's, R.E.Battle Dumps, and the laying of
the jumping-off tapesas. .

ang;ﬁm pa.‘trgl of BOIS L'ABBE,B0IS d'AQUENNE,BLANGY WOOD,and the
woods on PMME flats was established on a workable basis. The purpose of
this was to prevent unauthorised and wasteful cutting of timber, and the
patrols were carried out by Lisut.SALMON and 2 ,0ther Ranks of zznd.Batt'fn.
under the supervision of L/Corporal WHITE and four Sappers.

isting M.G. ~out in KENT STREET.(P.19.c.) was selected as Battle

H.Q,.f:f; LeflégBattaJ].}g%n and arrancements were madé for 2nd.Pioneers to =
concentrate on one entrance of dug-out under comstruction at ﬂ.a}.h.éi'?. o
as Right Battalion H.Q'rs. 5th Field Company inatxfat_ad_ to build two R.A.P 8
to our design at P 2c. b.&.% and ;:gla{,.js.,,;,s | che

5th Fi:1d Company ceased work in Left Brigade area at mid-night /38 rd.
and this cumpiy censed work in hand except as regards Artillery uhg. _
These were not handed over as it was understood that we wesre unly do ng -a
gshort tour in the line ggring which only about two sections wQuld be |

uired for forward work, | : |

iz During the night, 20 infantry were eil loyed with guit%%f ﬁ%ﬁ%iag;g’g
this company in -carrying barbed wire concertinas 1o our ba s _
the front ends of ALBURY STREET, YERK STREET, and BRIDGE STREET.

Reconnaissances completed for our part in the attack,

: f
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Two bunks were constructed in Right Battalion Battle H.Q'rs and
Gas-proof curtains installed in the entrance without interfering with
Pionesrs working,on enlargsment of the chamber,

- From 6.a.m.we carried on with the construction of a complicated
R.A.P.Dug-out at 0.24.c.1.2.,0n which 5th Field Company had been working,
with the assistancae of 4 Infantry per shift from 22nd.Battalion.

During the day, a large number of Trench Name-boards were placed in
position. 2nd.Pioneers had assisted us considerably by lending four
signwriters to assist in painting thess.

: As soon as possible after dusk, Capt.FEWITRELL and Lieut HILL commenced
leying out the jumping-off tapes for Right and Left Battalions respectively.
This Bonsisted in each case, of a line slightly behind the fromnt treach
with guide tapes for each company. flank run out a little beyond the
front line wire, which was gapped for the purpose. BEach party was
interfared with by Machine Gun fire, but the whole job was complsied kg
1-10 ,a,m, i

While this was going on, a carrying party of 4 Sappers and 150 Infantry
completad the Battle Dumps and carried and lald duckboards across the |
front line at 25 yard intervals over the whole front. The latter were
for the benefit of carrying platoons in the attack, and prpvgﬂ quita_ |
ugeful to stretcher-besarsrs also. ks . " | X L

| During the afternoon, Nos.l & 2 Sections under Lieuts,SEXTON and

| ELSUM respectively,moved to S5th Field Company forward shelters at
0-‘21. 01315- - b

0.C.moved to 6th Brigade Advanced H.Q.at 0.24.c.

I
(Agoga). Wt Wizbzg/Mizgs. 75 0 0. 1f17. D D. & L., Ltd. Forms/C.2118/14. {
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WLLERS — 4718 4th and 6th Brigades '
i e gades, having been reported on all objectives,
AP | Lieut,SEXTON and 2/Lieut.ELTIS and L/Cpls,STODDART and' AITKEN went
FRaner | forward to reconnoitre captursd works, and in the case of the Officers
| | to locate posts on which 6th Brigade were coasolidating. Combined report
forwarded to C.R.E.at 10,a.m. | :
Pnenmy works were either simple traversed fire-trenches about 5 feet |
deasp or disconnected pot holes, all badly undercut. In the trenches, |
wera about a dozen dug-out entrancaes of which only three had progressed
furthar than 6 to 8 Sets, Trench Sshitation was throughout extremely bad.
In the afternoon 0.C.and Brigade Major reconnoitred captured area
and decided on location of C.T's to be dug by Infantry and RBionssrs E_fter

dark,

' Tollowing our advice that Battaliom Dumps might now with advantage

be pushed forward considerably, Lieut GILLESPIE made & reconnaissance with |
Battalion Transport Officars forward of SUSSEX DUMP. Early in the evening,
artillsry bridges were placed across the VILLERS LINE and DIGGER SUPPORT
enabling transp ort to go to mear the front end of WRK STREET and BRIDGE
STRERT along route which we taped out, Rl

- During the night, Lieut ELSUM with 5 Enginsers and 120 Infantry from ¥
24th Battalion under Lisut BAXTER du$ a C,T.from P.25.b.65.80. to

P.25.b.3.4, across old "0 Mans Land". |

hf
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Tieut SEXTON with all unemployed Sappers (12 in all) went forward
about 3.a.m. to improve C.T.dug by Lieut ELSUM'S party and did very useful
work in cutti down inequalities and widsning narrow places so that the
trench was quite fit for use throughcut the day, This formed the only
concealed approach to the Right Battalion Sector, se another was recommsanded
in prolongation of ABBURY STREET, where the width of old No Mans Land was

narrowest.

A track was taped out early in the morning from the front end of

BRIDGE STREET to the rear end of a C.Te dug on night 4th/5th by 2nd.Pidneers.
In anticipation of Infantry advancing posts in the evening, Lieut.
CARLETON with N.C.0's raconnpitred Left Forward area with 0.C.in afsernoon
in case he should be required to organise digging of a line of posts.
On arriving there however, it was found possible to advance to posts’”
already dug without fight and so to gain the observation desired. -
" Tieut ELSMM with 5 N.C.0's and Sazppers and 100 Infantry of 22nd.Battin.
dug a C.T.from P.25.b.1.2.,%t0 P.25.be3sles  Area in which they were wnrlf:lng
was heavily shelled at various times during the night, particularly with™
vallow Cross Gas Shells - The infantry had over 0 casualtics and were
badly shaken in places but the Sappers, particularly Sappers HAH!EE.A.&H&
WOD.A.C. jumped in at the worst places sach doing about double uwis
infantry task and setting a splendid example which had excelilent results.
During the night Lieut ELSUM also superwised a party of 30 men from
o4th Battslion under Lieut.BAXTER who were improving the C.T.dug the previous
atohs o~ . . L | |
gh During the night the Company Tronsport did a splendid piece of work
thrse pontoon wagonsloads of wiring stores to within 300 yards
of our Left Battalion outpost positions, In order To do 80, the &rizzrul
had to fill in two trenches and cui three belts of wire, and in add thon
they came under two heavy barrages. This.job was carried out under ;
gallant leadership u‘{.’ 'Saig&ant R.:r-.mﬂgg.m.}a;m %%fagpar-gn't?cﬁ%ﬁ{&_ﬁ_ EVERS
* th rivers (C.S5t.C. : e3Ced e . e Loll 3
iaél???& HII?Lfl,W.W.CHABW K ﬂ%ﬁw ,'W‘..'I.G LES'.,P?Z%‘J&J&RVEY,, Ald
G.A B, SMITH,.) did extremely well. All the mules in one team were wounded

“(two of them badly) together with Drivers NASH and MOFFITT.

in getting

(Asog2), Wt Wiztsg/Me2g3. 75 0.0, /13, D. D. & L,, Lid. Formns/C.z118/14.
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the on wes got back near the VILLERS LINE yhure'Driver'WESTLﬁﬂE

Eiggfiii six.gigua whil% Sgt.JONES took the woundsd drivers to the nuargﬂt
R,A. P, This operation meant a very large saving in man-power for carrying.
'Sngguatiunu for 9 new desp dug-outs in captursd ground were submitted

to C.R.,BE.,with concurrence of 6th Brigade. -

r in the morni . Lisut SEXTON with all available sgppara_(lﬂ in
numhag? igpruved.thc G.%%Eug by Lieut ELSUM'S party the previous night and
made it also fit for traffic throughout the day. Both c.T's dug undsr our
supervision were much used duiig ?Ege day and prov2d very faluiblu al so

i rigade relief on nig | il
durln%wf s%ifts were Wtrkudsgn excavation for a 4,2"shell proof shelter
for & Power Buzzer at P.20.d.8.2., The vieinity came in for a good deal
of ﬁhsllimg during the afternoon and+party were ordered off the job by .

0.C.Company holdi that sector, .
Bﬁgiﬁg the afternoon our ssctor was taken over by Sth Field Cov.A.E,

and the company reoccupied 0ld billets in BLANGY-TRONVILILE.

As a rﬂsult of the advance, the bulk of artillery work in hand came
to a standstill as the batteries also had moved forward. In one case
howsver, a Siege Battery moved into the old site and carrizd on with the

workK,
Lieut ,H.C.RENSHAW rejoined from hospital.

Company employed on miscallanseous jobs once @mors, Artil}sry wo rk
getting very unsatisfactory as batteries all wanted dug-ouls in new
positions, on which we would not start without authority. - |
A compromise was effected with some batteries, howsver, and we provided

materials and sapper assistance for splinter proof accommodation for their
personnel, After requesting a definition of our responsibilities, we were
relieved of Artillery work altogether.

D. D. & L.., Lendon, E.C.

(ASooj) Wi. Wiyri/Mzogt 750,000 5/12 Sch, 53 Forms/Ca.18/14
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The Company wes also made responsible for supplying all logs required
by 2nd Pionser saw mill near GLISY. 2nd Pionsers G.S.Wagons had been
breaking down, so we were expected to provide pontoon wagons for carting
logs., However as the mill was beside the SOVME we tried floating and had
no difficulty in satisfying all their demands.

Gompany issued with four additional Lewis Guns, 'Rﬁq?aét made to
¢.R.E.for & L.G.School for at least 1 Officer and 4.N.C.0"s.,

| Captain,J . H,CARTWRIGHT, ,M.C. posted to this company as second in
command, |

Captain CARTWRIGHT and Lisut ,RENSHAW reconnoitred right sectc_:r of
right brigade area in anticipation of our being instructed to relieve

7th.Field Company A.H,
2/TLieut R, H.M , ELTIS MM, detached to 2nd.Pionser Battn,

. Lieut SHXTON reconnoitred 12ft sector and 0,C, the whole of right
brigade area, During the afternoon we relieved 7th.¥ield Company A,BE, but
No .4 .Section was left at horse lines at BLANGY-TRONVILLE in order to
underga & course of Lewis Gun instruction at 6th.Brigades Nucleus camp
near GLISY

?th.Fiald.Campaﬂy H.Q. and accommodation for two sections at
0.25,d,3,7., were taken over and occupied by us, but forward section,.
accommodation at 0,34.b,8.9.was not, No.l.Section going instead %o
deep dug-out at 0,34.,¢.5,0. At the same time, spare sappers of Nos.l.and
3.5ections worked on improving cover of shelters at 0,34..8.,9. with a
view to tTheir occupation by No.3.Section when 4.2" shell proof.

D. ). & L., London, E.C.

(ASoay) Wt Wi7i/Mzoar 750,000 517 Sch. 53 Forms/C2a.18]14
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The mo st obvious nezds in the way of defensive works wers Communication
Trenches on both sides of railway line, accommodation for new posts, and
if the policy were to be peaceful- wiring, The frontage held by the
brigade however was very large in relation to. the fighting strengths of
battalions and it was impossible to do everything at once, so pending a
decision as to policy arrangements wers made for line battalions to
proceed with front line and post improvements and for each support
battalion to construct a C.T. i |

On account of man power shortage it was obviously ns2cessary to push
forward the battalion dumps as far as possible. Capt CARTWRIGHT carried
out the necessary reconnaissances and arranged for right Battn.dump to be
advaneed to U.65.2.3.7.(accessible in daylight by trarisport) and the left
Battn.dump to P.31.2.4.5, Tracks were marked and neacessary artillery
bridges placed by drivers undsr Capt.CARTWRIGHT' S supsrvision on the next
two nights. jic - SN ' | ‘ | |

In addition to 2/Lieut ELTIS of thés unit, Lisut ENGEL of 5th.Field
Company was also detached to 2nd.Pioneer Battalion., Advantage was taken
of this opportunity to point out to the C.H.E. the desirability for
oceasionally offering Pioneer commissions to N.C,0's of Divisional Engrs.
who under present arrangements have less prospects of obtaining corumni ssions
than N.C.0's in any other combatant arm. All their training and experience
being in works, it should be much more advantageous to enable them to
bacoms Pioneer than Infantry Officers. £

D. D. & L.., London, E.C.

(ASoay) Wt Wizrr/Mzo31 730,000 s/14 Sch. 52 Forms/C2.18/14
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ViLLERS — iﬁa‘; 18

BRETONNEUX
3 ecfor

Works Policy approved by G.0.C.5th.Brigade.
Vork commenced on desp dug-out at 0,30,d4.0.3. for Left Battalion H.Q. by
No.3.8ection with 6,Infantry per shift. Two entrances had been constructed {
by 7th.Field Company and work was carriasd smk on from thére, Air was very
foul in l=ft entrances and candles c¢ould not be kept burning so a low
arched drive was startzd a2t once to connectmd up the entrances and give
ventilation, | ' |

Lieut RENSHAW with 120 Infantry from 24th Battalion dug 200 yards of
ARDATH C.T.towards posts south of MONUMENT WOOD, Area was heavily shelled
at times but party did good work and sustained only two casualties.

Lieut SEXTON with 100 Infantry from 21st Battalion deepened and
widened nearly 400 yards of ASHFIELD @.T. |

L& Work carried on as on 20th., On 22nd, No.3.Section moved to shelters
-7.18 __ at 0,34,b.8,9.which were now about 4,2" shell proof.

On night 22/23rd, enemy subjected VILLERS-BRETONNEUX to a tremendous
concenirated gas vombardment resulting in the cancellation of working
parties on 1laft sector, and later in the #vacuation of the whole of our
No.3.8ection, 'Of No.l.Section, Lisut RENSHAW, tLARMSTRONG, and

2/Cpl  JENNINGS were on fdarward work, all night and were gll more or léss

| affected but succeeded in remaining on duty. |

| Early in mornings all spare sappers of No.,l.Section together with
emall parties of 24th.Battfalion when available followed up Lisut RENSIAW' S
night parties and made ARDATH C,T. into an excell ent communication trench.

4,2" shell proof Coy.H.Q. built for a company of 24th.Battalion in
support to 23rd.Battalion. s : ; -

‘:'i =
' | D. D. & L., London; E.C. X,
(ASpoy) Wt. WrypiiMzogt #s0,000 5/17 Beh. B8 Forms/C2..8]14 If. / 00
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g;f?:jﬁzvx 2378 All works cancelled (except dug-out at 0.30.d4.0.3.and a new one for

i Lo Support Company H.Q.at U.5.b.1.8.) on account of gas bombardment.

Seclor No .4,Section employed in spare time painting trench notice boards.

: Under a Divisional Defence Scheme requiring continuous front and
support lines dug and wired and C.T.s ets., mention was made ag to the
availability of Pionsers for doing specific jobs. They were at once asked
for to dig gaps in support line starting with a {rench from U.5,0,40,95,.%0
Vel.2,7.6. .This proposal was rejected as the normal job of Pioneers is
communication, A request was then made for Pionesers to dig a C.T.from .
U.6.b,40,95,%t0 V,1.,2.,7,6, the trench to be sited and taped out by this 1

~company, and the proposal was agresd to.

Owing to 2/I.ieu1: ELTIS being only very partially employed with the
| 2nd,Pionesr Battalion while this unit was shorthanded, several requests
were made for his return and he reported back on 23/'?/13. He was primarily
; | allotted miscellaneous dug-out bunking wozrk.
: Company relieved of Forestry Patrol.

2141, In view of early attachment of 3rd.Battalion 129th American Infantry )
to Regiment to 6th Brigade, arrangements wsre mede with 6th Brigade for Liesut *‘
1bth HILL to give them 28 much wiring. instruction as possibls in the short time
3 before their attachment. o '
e | Lieut ,ELSUM who had relieved Lisut SEXTON (evacuated gassed) wes now
employing "100 men nightly in linking up a support line north of the
railwey line, Otherwise no large parties were availsble on account of the
large a}mnnnt of cable burying in progress,

Lizut RENSHAW was marking out about 200 yards of CeT.nightly for
2nd,Pionesrs who were doing a very useful work.

¥ |
J1v
| D, D. & L., London, E.C.

: (Afooy) Wt Wiyyi/Mz2o31 750,000 5/17 Sch. 82 Forms/C2.i8/14 | .. |
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Infantry were very enxious to have & proper defensive post at U,5,4.6.,4, xrem
where we hed only & weak bombing post in STAVNBOUL TRENCH. 2/Lieut.ELTIS

went forwerd with Lieut NICHOLLS OF 84th,Battalion to reconnoitre this job
before dark, The latter then returned for his party and just returned in
time to see 2/Lieut ELTIS shot by a 23rd.Battalion sentry on our bombing-
post while taping out the secong half of the job, Lieut,NICHOLLS and
T/Cpl.DMWSON, who was with 2/Lieut ELTIS, brought the latter in, but he

died before reaching the nearest Company H.Q.

MAmerican Infantry went into the line with 6th.Brigade, one company to each
Battalion, A few Americans were attached to each Austrelian section,
platoon officers to one Coy.E.Q. and so on,

Work started on new R.A.P. for left Battalicn (4.2" proof) and on
improvements to Tactiéal O, P.for 4th.A.F,A.Bde.at 0,30,c.95,.40,

Lieut ELSUM, being ill was interchanged with Lieut HILL at horse lines
the latter taking charge of lNo.2,Section.

Tront line work considerably facilitated by Americans attached to
line Battalions, Other work except dug-outs largely at a standstill on
account of cable-burying and inter-battalion reliefs on nights 29/30 and
| 30/ 31st, - . |

D. D. & L., Londogr, E.C.
(Afooy) Wt Wiyyi/Maogr 750,000 5/1¥ Sch. 82 Forms/C2.:8/14
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During the month of JULY 1919 -

Lieut E,E,DAVIES,,X,C, was detached to H.Q.D,E.as Acting Adjt, 8/7/18.,. - .
Lieut R.GILLESPIE was detached for course at Aust.Corps Inf,Sghqnl.Q/ /13.
Lieut R .HM.ELTIS, M. M,was detached to 2nd.Pioneer Bn,from 18th,t024/7/15
Lieut.F.G.THGRPE.,M.C./p}aced on Seconded List as Adjt.to C.R.E,Aust,.
7/6

Corps Troops, dated 2

Lieut . H,C, RENSHAW, rejoined from hospital ex Sick, &€

18,

18,

Captain J ,H,CARTWRIGHT, ,M.C, taken on strength from ??.I.CD.&.E.IO/'?/:LB-

Lieut,.C.W,N,SEXTON evacuated to hospital wounded.23/7/18,

o/Lieut .R.E.M.ELTIS. M .M, Killed in Ag#tion,26/7/18.
P/E.FEWTRELL(attached) proceeded on leave to Britain on 6/'?/18_

Captain §

and wes admitted to hospital in land Sick on 20/%/1%,
2,0ther Rarks were taken on strength from other units.
10,0ther Ranks rejoined from hospital.

3,0ther Ranks wers teken on strength from reinforcements.
8,0ther Ranks were evacuabed to hospital sick.

29,0ther Ranks were evacuated to hospital wounded.

1,0ther Rank was transferre

to another unit.

Strength of Company on 31/7/18.:- 8,0fficers.189.0ther Ranks.

The following awards were ennounced during the month: -

Major,N,C,HARRIS.M,C, "THE DISTINGUISHFD SERVICE ORDER"

No ,7765,8gtR,J ,JONES MM,
No ,3491,Dvr,C,StC ,WESTLAKE,
Fo,.2482,8pr,.A,C,.WOOD,

No .SSEE.I/Cpl.A.HARVEY.

D. D. & L., London, E.C.
(AScoy) Wt Wiyri/Mzozr 750000 517 Sch. 53 Forms/Ca.:8/14
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