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Thg AUSTRALTIAN CGTPS Reinforcement Camp was formed under A.I.F. Order No. 083
23.11.18.

Authorised Zstablishment is as therein stated,

Lieut-Colonel E.N.WATERS,V.D. was gppointed to Command, with Captain P, BUTTZRWOHTH 14th
A.L.H., as his Adjutant.

On lst December,191%, Lieut-Colonel H.J.R.CLAYTON, then #n Commsnd of 4th Austraslisn
Divisionsl -Base Bﬁpot was gppointed to Command with Gaptain F.A.CHAFPEY, then Adjutant
2nd Austrelian Divisional Base Depot, as Adjutant.( A.I.F.List 270 dated 14-12.17. )

, dated

Corps Circular No.99. of 6.11 17, i8 really the uharter of Poligy
for the Reinforcement Camp, snd & copy of this is sttaclhied hereto.

ﬂrﬂm lst December,191%, until 21st liarch,1918, the Reinforcement Camp was situasted at
CAESTRE, and there were in existence 4 Cenmps all tented with a few llisson Hute for O0fficers,
Officara' I'esses, and Staff quarters. Hot Weter Baths, Ablution sheds, and cookhouses were
erected in the CEEP, end were of wood and iron.

One Camp was permansntly occupied by the Australian Corps Depot, and the other Camps
were occupied by each of the 5 Divisional Whngs in turn when their Divisions were in the line.
When each Division came out of the line into reserve, its Tivisional Wing, with a reduced
Steff, would go forward to & loecation nearer the Divisiun, and would then be cglled & Depot.
The Divisional Depot would then receive its Reinforcements draefts direct from its own Rasilhead
that i8, not throush the Reinforcement Camp. When each Division moved into rest in s back
Area, its Wing ( again cslled a Depot, temporarily.) would move with it.

Thus, throughout the Winter, the Reinforcement Camp consisted normally of 3 D ivisional
Wings and the Corps Denot. |

All Reinforcements for the Divisional Wings at any moment constituting the Camp, and all
Reinforcements for the Corps Troops were disentrained st CARSTRE.

Divisional Wings took their quota, and moved them forward to Divisions under Divisionsal
arrangements as required. lormally Reinforcements stayed no more than 4 or 5 days in the Wings |
before going forward.During that time they were exepcised in route merching,and musketry, but
on the whole Divisions who are in charge of their own Training arrangements did not provide
very systematic trainlng in their Wings. /

D, D, & L., London, E.C. I 9
| (A10266) Wt Wss00/'715 750,000 218 Soh, 52 Forms/Caii8/16,
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The Corps Deprot received gll Reinforcements for Artillery, Signasllers, lotod Transport, and
other Corps Troops and despatched them generglly on the day after receipt. Corps Depot slso
received all Australian Troops evacuated from local Hoepitals,and equipped and reclothed them,
before either sending them to their Divisionsl Wings as hainforcamants, or if Corpes Troops

to their Units.

Supplies wdre drawn from R.S5.0. CAESTRE by each Wing using the transport allotted to &t by
its own Division. Camp Headguarters, and Depot drew supplies from the same source using
Headguarters transport,which was2 G.S.Wagons, a Water Cart, and 6 H.B Horses, «

Supplies were glways ample and of excellent quality.

Drinking and cooking waterv was supplied .to Wings ahd Depot by Camp Headquarters by
Cart, and by a 3 ton lorry, and a Garford Water Lorry, and was obtained from HAZEBROUCK

and FLETRE.

The total number of men on any given day in all the Camps would not exceed 800,

The troops were reslly comfortable in their tevetted and floored tents, each man having 3
blankets, and 10 men sleeping in each tent. The Camnps were made reasonably dry by the use of
duckboards. Cantcens were instal ed by Wings, and the Y.M.C.As. ran & splendid canteen in each
Wing, suppling free tea and coffee nfghtly, and providing readins matter and gsmes. Food was
plentiful, good, and served hot on all occasions. No actual enemy bombing of the Camps took
place, though enemy aircraft pessed over head by day and night, and were slways subjected to
heavy anti aircraft fire by the A.A. Batteries surrounding the Camps

' Nedical arrangemmnts were excellent. Msjor J.M.ALCORN.,A.A.ll.C. was attached to Corps
einforcement Camp Hesdquarters with a Staff as laid down in authorised ZEstablishment. He
ttended each Wing daily between 8 and 10 a.jfl. Sick were evacuated &t once to local Hospiteals.
he feverish and slightly ill were accommodated overnight or for 2 or 3 days in speﬁi&lly
ongstructed huts in the Camp warmei by stoves where they received specially nourishing and
ppetising food. lajor ALCORN,s serwices throughout this period were tlreleesly directed
owerds the care and comfort Gf the men, and were eminently successgful.

D, D &L, Londen, E.C.
(Ar0266) Wt Ws3oo/P713 750,000 2/18 sch, 52 Forms/Ca118/10.

i
1

|
!
|
|
|

=1, Remarks and

references to

Appendices

RCDIGT009814



WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118.

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. B. Regs., Part il
and the Staff Manual rvespectively. Title pages

o) f_‘l_ i Ly | i
' "!',"Fr -'hl..'l.'_'l:l- :'-;.-','l.l".".." -.

B will lie prepared in manuseript. (Erase heading mot required.) .
3 - : e — S - IR R i i A e ~ | Rewarks and . |
Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information telarances o
4 | ol o s > Appendices
SCHOOLS | i = The 2nd Inf Bde sent two N.C.0,8 Schools in to the area during December,January, and
garly February, and they were sccommodated in the Corps Depot overflow Camp. |
|
CORPS BIGNAL In later February anﬁﬂMaruﬂhnring the formation of Corpe Signsl Company, Signal !
COMPANY Reinforcements snd transferrees to this Company, were collected and trained ih the Corps Depot

lOverflow Camp.

ANTI-GAS THAIﬁIHG Corps Circular ( 3rd Amendment ) 98 shows Treining in Anti-Gas measures.,copy attached.

D. D, & L., London, E.C,
- (A10266) Wt Ws3o0/l'713 750,000 2/18 sch, 52 Forms/Caiid/ih.
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} Period 2l.3418. At the commencement of the German push, orders were received to form Working Companies

"B | 6o of the Reinforcements available in the verious Wings, whish then represented all & Divisions.

23.4418, |
Working Lumpa ies. In 8ll, 8 Working Companies were formed and were called the 34A,3B,3C,44,4B,54,5B and 5C

Movement

"K"Working Coye.

of

Divisiunﬁl wings

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Lompany was sent to work in the rear portion of the forward Aree under the C.E. and did

‘Eurking Companies; the numbers in each case showing the Divisional Wing from which the Company |
ag formed. i
Bach Company consisted of about 4 Officers and 130N Other Ranks. T

These Companies were sent to the forward Area for comnstructional Work under the C.E..They
were also employed as tactical reserves. :

A1l underage boys and P.B. men in the Wings , with a sprinkling of"A"@lass N.C.0,s were |
formed into & Working Compeny called "K". Ceptain LOUGHNAN., 58th Battalion was made 0.C. This

bxcellent work. The Company still exists and has now become an Established Unit.( See A.I.F.
Direular Memo No.25/210 of the 19.5.18¢ : copy of which is attached.)

As each Division moved South to the SOMME it was accompanied by its Divisional Wing. Thus
the 2nd Divisional Wing,5th Divisional Wing, Corps Depot,4th Divisional Wing,lst Divieional
Wing end 3rd Divisional Wing had moved South by the 6th April 1918, leaving the Reinforcement
amp Headquarters in CAESTRE with "K"Working Company , and 5A,5B, and 5C Working Companies. The
ther Working Companies had moved Sduth with their respective Wings.

The AUSTRALIAN CORPS Headquarters moved South on the 3rd April,1918.

AUSTRALIAN CORPS "A" chmrged th®Commandant,of the Reinforcement Camp with the duty of
ollecting 8ll scatterred Corps Troops remaining in the Area, such as Baths Personnel,Corps
rmourer's Workshop,R.E.Dumps Personnel, Y.M.C.A. end A.I.F.Comforts Fund. |

IX Corps (Imperiel) took over from AUSTRALIAN CORPS , and prior to the taking over, and tb
he departure of AUSTRALIAN CORPS snd the Divisional Wings ,Reinforcements for the 9th,19th,
lst, and 25th {Imperial) Divisions comprising the IX CORPS had Begun to come forward in large |
umberse. As many &8 5000 arrived without notice in & single daye. The Divisional Wings appeared
o be full, as Reinforcements for AUSTRALIAN CORPS wese crowding in , being mostly men :
urriedly returned from Leave. AUSTRALIAN CORPS Reinforcement Tamp was called upon to accommodatie
he Imperiasl Reinforcements. This was done by crowding up the Australian Divisional Wings to
ebmmaBatinte themit, and by formimg 2 extra Divisional Wings Staffs of Australian Persotmnnel, and

N D, &1L, Londan, EC. ‘ 1
(Arca266) Wt Wszo0/P7r3 750,000 218 Soh, §2 Forms/Caii5/16. i
L]

RCDIGTO09814



WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118. |

or
et ing War Disties and Iutelligence | UMMAR- |
e aate osateingd in . §. Rega, Part 11 INTELLIGENCE--S ¥.
2. and the Stalf Manual respectively. 'litle pages

will he prepared in manuseript. _ {Emae- heading not required.) |
_.,____._-._..._|.|_-.-—-———'''-———"""'_""_'-"_"_"lI| 1 e e =

m——— " Remarks and |
3 . | Summary of Events and Information references to
Place . Date | Hour ' . vy | Appendices

1 sccommods ting them in two billeting sub-areas between HAZEBROUCK emndé CAESTRE, and St SALVESTRE
APRILIE. The O,s C these new Wings were Lieut C.S.SLADE, 32nd Bn, and Captain J.E.MOTT,Sup List.
Tt is really impossible to describe the wonderful efficiency of the work done by the

Divisional Wings ( old and new) in this period. Besides dealing with twice their ordinsary
humber of Austrslisn Reinforcements, they helped these Hesdquarters to receive , accommodate,
feed, and put through Anti-Gas training about 20,000 Imperial Reinforcementse in about eleven

ys, besides forming, equipping, despatching, and agsambling their own new1fu{maﬂ Working
ompanies, and getting ready to muvadEQuth with their own Reinforcements. They had no extre
smp BEquipment to meet this rush, bu't soldier went unfed. The Imperial Reinforcementis were |
espatched within 48 hours of their aP&ival t0 their Divisions. They were sent forward in
lorries, and by march route. |

1|Divigiogal ‘
Impari%inga o As the Australian Divisionsl Wings moved South , they were replaced by the Wings of the #e
fonr Imperial Divisions. -

Corps Depot The Corps Depot moved South on the 6th April, and the Corps Depot C smp was utilised by
Reinforcement Camp Heafguarters for accommodating the remeining Australian TroopsS. :

The Imperial Wings remsined under the commend of the AU?TB&LI&H CORPS Re;nfﬂrcemant Canmp
eadquatéess until the 9th April,1918, when the IX CORPS Rcinforcement Camp Headquarters took
ver. Meanwhile and until the 11lth April 1918, parties of Australisn Troops were being
espateched South, but on that date, owing to the German pugh in the North, it became clear
hat 5A,5B, and 5C Working Companies, Baths FPersonnel, and Headquarters ,Reinforcement Ca@m
ould not get away by train, Lieut-Colonel H.J.R.CLAYTON came South and reported to AUSTRALIAN
NORPS Hesdguarters. Captein PFrank.A.CHAFFEY, Adjutent, remalining in command. .

Remaining|Ferigd : _ :
in North copy of Ceptain CHAFFEY's Diary is attached.

. . D, & L., London, E.C. L ak
j. (Aioz66) Wt Wsi00/P713 750,000 218 doh, 52 Forms/Cziib/16, {
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~_Appendices

nd left *the Adjutant,Csptain F.A,CHAFFEY, in command. _ :
All parsgnnal éxcgpt Beths and 5th Division Working Compamies were entrained at CAESTRE,
nd proceeded to VIGNACOURT. Totel marching out :- 6 0fficers 328 Other ranks.
15 H.E.Shells dropped on IX CORPS Heedquarters, GAZSZRE FLETRE, bhetween 9.30 p.mes &nd
D ellla ]
Ll 411 Bathe personnel collected from various centres. Totel 4 0fficers 143 Other Ranks
gccommodated in X2 Camp.

ordered by IX CORPS to evacuate CAESTRT Ares and to report to St Marie Cappell.‘This was
sarried out st the ssme time &s the evacunation of the Civilian population. The congestion on
- jide) was - = - awful.
” FLE%%E urgiggEggnn %% CORPS stated that Tents were to be collected by NMotor Transport. All
ritish Tents were collected, but not one Tent belonging to Australisn Camp was removed. The
ustralian Trensport (Horse) worked all night to recover gll Camp Eguipment.
Total Troops merching out :- 23 0fficers 591 Other Ranks.

‘ RPS a Traffic finally snnounced that Train sccommodation could not be ubtgineq
Lo muvalgigggi tuggIGHAUUUHT. Gﬁpt-FGHAFFEY reported to Headquarters, lst A@Etralian Division
nd srrengéments were made to attach the Headquarters, the 5th gustrelian Division Working
ompanies and details to 3rd Inf Bde :20 Officers 450 Other ranks, the 18 Other Ranks,Wireless
estion to 1st Divn Signal Compamy, end all Baths personnel to 1gt Diva. Dump &t EBBLINGHEM,
USTRALIAN CORPS advised of orders givem by lst Austrslian Divisilon.

-

18 Other Ranks ,Wireless Section; reported to lst Australisn Divisional Signal Company for

duty at SERCUS. 20 Officers 450 Other Ranks reported to Jrd Aust.Inf Bde &t HAZEBROUCK for
duty . ;

1 m..D, & 1., London, E.C.
(A10266) W1t Ws300/Pr13 750,000 2/18 Seh, 52 Forms/Czar18/16.

Lieut-Colonel H.J.R.CLAYTON,Commandsnt, left to report to AUSTRALIAN CORPS Hsadgaurters

|
|
i

4 0fficers 143 Othee Rsunks ,Corps Baths, marched out from S8t MARIE CAPPELL to EBBLINGHEMN 4

A1l surplus Tents handed over to IX CORPS Reinforcement Camp under orders from IX CORPS.

1
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The Working Companies commenced work under the 0.C. 3rd FPield Company Engineers
constructind & reseyve line. The Units worked as a Reserve Battalion and were organised as &
fighting Unit. The ssctor of line to hold gllotted by Bde very heavily shelled but no\

casualties.
Organisation and construction of strong points continued. Terrific shelling with H.E. -

Arrenged with D.A.D.0.S. 1lgst Australiesn Division to supply 6 Lewis Guns for Reserve t
Battalion. Heavy bombardment continued. Working om strong points .

Move of Reserve Battalion to BORRE, and new position taken up .Shelling continued. 3 |
casualties, all shrapnell wounds.

Reoords of Headquarters, AUSTRALIAN CORPS Reinforcement Camp moved to MORBECQUE.
Construction of reserve line and strong points. HZnemy action, quiet all day. ;

Transferred from 3td Inf Bde to 2nd Inf Bde .Hnemy Artillery active at intervals of 2
hours. Pustel organisation complete. Reported the situation by a written report sent by D.R.L.§
to AUSTRALIAN CORPS "AY, Transport now suificient to meet requirements.

Detailed 3 G.S.Wegcns to move 3rd Aust Divan. Stores from HAZEBRQUCK to EBELINGHEM .
Terrifiec shelling all night on the town and main roads to HAZEBROUCK, this continued at
intervals throughout the day. German Gothas came over and dropped bombs.

Reported to lst Australian Divisional Headquarters and arranged Trein accommodation;
withdrew Working Companies fyon BORRE to bivouacs at WALLON CAFPELL. Arranged supplies and
entreinment at ERBLINGHEM. 3 casualties during the day from shell fire. Received every
assistance from Staff of lst Aust,Divn.

Shrapnell slong all road ways day and night. The town of HAZEBROUCK continually shelled. f

Entrained 11 Officers 315 Other ranks,st EBBLINGHEM,under Capt R.B.GILCHRIST. Trein lafq
4 pem., for CANAPLES. AUSTRALIAN CORPS advised . ( 5A and 5C Working Companies and 47 Details)
A1l remaining Troops collected at EBELINGHEM and organised for road and entrainment.

D. ), & L., London, E.C.
(A10266) Wt Ws300(PP713 750,000 2/18 sch, 52 Vorms/Can8/16,
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EBBLINGHEN 23.4.18. Detailed Captain J.H.ALLEN, 32nd Battelion as 0.C. Party consisting of 5B Working Coy,
Baths personnel and Headquarters to entrain at EBBLINGHEM, and proceed by rsil to CANAPLES.

lgt Augtrslian Divigion adviged. Cleared the whole area of Corps Troops . The Reinforcement
Camp Transport under Cap¥ein F.A.CHAFFEY proceeded by road commencing -at 2.30 p.m. Bivouaced
the night at MAZINGHEM. Corpe Schodl Transport despatched at 8 a.m. for VOLKERINCKHOVE.

MAZTNGHEM Left MAZINGHEM at 8.,15% a.me and proceedsed to St POL via St HILLAIRE and PERVES, mede
& good progress &ll day. Bivouaced in field South of St POL.
3t POL 124 .4 .18.

o ———— i A T

f

. . & L, London, EC.
(Aro266) Wi Wssz00/P7i3 750,000 218 sch, §2 Formns/Czi15/16,
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Period "C | With the first arrival of Wings in the South,Lieut-Colonel PAUL,49th Batialion, with a | :
hagtily formed Staff administered the various Wings. On his arrival in VIGNACOURT on 9th April 4
918, Vajor RAMSAY, 0.C.Corps Depot, took over temporary command. All Wings except the lst F
ustralign Divieslonal Wing, which had again moved North, were billetéd in VIGNACOURT. |
On 12th April,1918, Reinforcement Camp Headquerters was moved to PERNOIS. On 24th April, |
1918, Lieut-Colonel H,J.R.CLAYTON resumed duty and his Staff erriving from the North on that J
ﬁﬁyn , : :
_ | | !
ORGAII S- At this date the Camp consisted of :- }
-ATION (a) 5th Austraslien Divisional Wing - in tents at PETNOIS - and,under the 0.C. Wing, f
the 5th Divisional Nucleus, about 100 Officers and 1500 Other Ranks strong in q
billets at PERNOIS. i r
(b) Austrslian Corps Depot- in billets at PERNOIS. 3
(¢) 4th Australiesn Divisional Wing - billeted at BERTEAUCOURT.
(d) 2nd " " " - billeted at BERTEAUCOURT.
(e) 3rd " W " - billeted at St LEGER les DOMART.
Cn 10thApril,1918, under suthority of Corps Ciroular No.5/464 of 10.4.18., a copy of
Ehiﬂh is attached, the Artillery Depot was formed and billeted at PERNOIS.
On 1lst Nay,1918, the 2nd Austrelian Divisional Nucleus marched into its Wing about 100 :
Officers and 1500 Other Ranks strong, and was billeted in BERTEAUCOURT. j
On 3rd lay,1918, the 4th Austrelign Divisionel Nucleus marched into its Wing about 100 !
, Officers and 1500 Other lanks strong and was billeted in BERTEAUCOURT, but returned to the 3
forward Area in a week. _
TRAINING With the summer months and splendkd Areas availsable, Training Grounds were made. liajor |
E.G.FUSSELL.,M.C.., 17th Battalion, was appointed Chief Imstructor, and Reinforcements proper
nd Nucleus personnel are trained daily.
RECEIPT
& DESPATCH
0 N .
-SﬁBEﬁE§$S
D D, &L, London, E.C.
(At0266) Wt Wsz00/l'713 750,000 218 sch, 52 Forius/Cz:18/16.
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RECETPT Reinforcements are received at PERNOIS Railhead, ahd despstched to Wings under guides.
and After remsining in Wings for from 3 to 4 days thay are despatched by march route to Corps
DESPATCH Eainfarcament Staging Depot at VAUX-8n - AMIENOIS, where they remain over night, proceeding |
of RFTS ext day to temporary Depots formed by each Division near its Hesdquarters. Packs are

transported by lorries. : |

|

AREA On 8th liay,1918, Lieut-Colonel H.J,R.CLAYTON was mede Area Commandant, by Corps Circular

COMLIANDANT

DI SCIPL]

BATHS.,

SUPPLIES

P

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

[NE

0.186/473., a copy of which is attached. The Units in the Ares and coming under this
dministration are as follows:-

No.l0 Ordnsrce lMobile Workshops., 3rd Australisn Senitary Section, No.3. Aust,
l+TeCoy Workshops.,lNo.4.Aust.di.T.Coy Workshops., "K" Siege Park Workshops., Jrd Cavelry Divn
vA.D. 08, and M.T.Coy. Fourth Army D.A.D.Roads 4., Aust Corps Yroops M.T.Coy Workshops.,
3rd Area Employment Coy., Bo+25 L.R.Workshops Coy R.E.,3rd Corps M.T.Coy.

Under suthority of Corns Ha.ﬁl/ﬁaﬁ of 1.5.18, .Lieut-Colonel H.J.R.CLAYTON was appointed
to convene F.G.C,s M. Uptodate 27 cases have been sent To trial.

Gentral Baths with 12 showers asnd hot water were formed at BERTEAUCOUR® under the
Reinforcement Camp Headquarters Administration, All troops in the area are bathed twice
weekly,and under-clothing changed. A delousing chamber has been installed.

Supplies are drewn by Headquarters in bulk for the whole command, which BHas varied in
strength from 7000 to 2300. Supply Railhead is at VIGNACOURT, 3 miles distant. A central Store |
is situated in BERTEAUCOURT, and thence supplies are distributed by Corps Heinforcement Camp .
Headquarters to the various Wings and Depotis. -

urchased from gmedens in the shelled Areas around AMIENS. About one ton per day has been
istributed for the last three weeks. '

DD, & L., London, EC.
(Aro266) Wt Ws3zoo/P713 750,000 218 sch, 82 Forins/Cari8/16,

The Ration is splendid, and st this time of the year, is supplemented by green vegetables
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Instructions regarding War Diarvies and Imtelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11.

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2118,

and the Staff Manual respectively. 'litle pages -

Iﬂamarks and

references te
Appendices

5o will be prepared in manuscript. (Erase heading not required.)
Plade Date Hour Summary of Events and Information
TRAﬂSPOHTr It has been found necessary to pool under “fhe central control of this Headquarters sll the
transport supplied to Divisions to. their Wings. The transport used is as follows:-

o 9 Ton Motor Lorries., |
6 G‘l S‘l Wagﬂ'ﬂﬂ - v
1 Limber
1l Water Cart.

RECREATION Never has there been more @pportunity for recreation. The weather, since the C amp grrived

T

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

in the South, has been as ideal as the countryside itself. The Y.M.C.A. has provided sporting |
material of every kind,footballs, cricketing materiasl, and even tennis rscquets,nets and bslls.!
Cricket is played every afternoon on many grounds, and bathing takes plasce in the river that
runs through the 3 villages. Two combined Sports meetings hav e been held. There have been
B Battalion Bands in the Area. A Concert Party perfom nightly in & local Hall, and & Y.M.C.A.
Cinema is sllotted to each Wing in its nightly turn. Lectures are given occassionally,

L SRR

; D D& L., London, EC.
(Aro266) Wi Wazaul'713 750,000 418 sch, 52 Forms/Cai18/16,
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APPEND!/
£/330.
First ANZAC Corpse
6th.November,1917,

GENERAL STAFF CIRCULAR No. 99.

Subject: Corps Reinforcement Camp.

-—--—----—---—--_————---—“-—-——-——-“-

r In continuation of G.S.Circulars Nos.88 and 05 the following will
: be the organisation and establishment of the First ANZAC Reinforcement

| Camp :=
Commandante
Headquattars.
r } | 1
WA Div. Dive Corps Div. Div.
y winge. Wing. Dep 0t e Winge. Winge.

1.-0RGANISATION,.
The Corps Reinforcement Camp shall consist of -
(a) The Commendant and Headquarters.
(b) Corps Depote
(¢) A Divisional Wing for each Division of the Corps.
: The Camps will be known as = |
| Corps Depo0t oo "X" Campe
Wiﬂg GEI’EPE; eoe "AJBo.C M

A, The Commendent will be responsible generally for the administ-
-ration,discipline,sanitation,supply of eguipment,rations,water etc.,but
will not exercise power of summary jurisdiction,except over such personnel
Yy as are allotted to Camp Headquarters Staff,and will not interfere with

. the interior economy or training of Divisional Wingse

He will be responsible for quartering of Troops t0 the best
gsdvantage and will therefore meke such allottments of tentage,camp
/o equipment etc,as may be from time to time necessary to meet excessive
nunbers of reinforcements or other personnel.

He will meintain,control and allot the use (as required ) of
all general training grounds and facilities,such as rifle ranges and
bombing areas.

He will generally supervise the arrivals and draftings of
reinforcements anf other personnel,and Eeep necessary records.

r Be The CORPS DEPOT will -

(1) Receive and distribute to Wings or Units all reinforce-
-ments on arrival.

(i1) Be available as overflow camp for Divisional Wimgs in
case of sudden influx of Reinforcementse

(1ii) Generally inspect end complete the equipment of any
casualties rejoining from Hospitael or Rest Stations etce.,
) in FRANCE who may be immediately equipped.

When excess persomnel is authorised to be brought from the Base
for any purpose,such as work under C.E. Troops etce,they shall be admin-
istered end their records kept at Corps Depot,on the same lines as the
personnel of the late Entrenching Battalion,

The Inspection of gas equipment will Dbe carried out bdéfore rein-
~-forcements leave Wings to join their Units; the gas staff of Camp
Headquerters being available end authorised 1To complete the inspection
at Divisional Wing Camps.
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Ce DIVISIONAL WINGS will rauafia, maintain and train reinforcemsnts
£or unite of their own Divisions,until such time as they may be taken over
by units. '

They will also accommodsate and administer any Nucleus personnel
of their own Divisions which may be retained under 8.8.,135(Training of
Divisions for Offensive Action),and alsgo such personnel as schools,classes,
and officers and other ranks procseding to snd from leave,if required.

The officers eommanding divisionsl wings will be regponsible for
| diseipline,sdminigtration and interior economy of their winge,irrespective
of the feot that there may be from time to time officers of senior rank
in the wing campe

| They will receive and carry out such orders for the general welfare

- and discipline of the Reinforcement Cemp as a whole which may be issued by

“ ¢he Commendant, Reinforcement Camp, and will submit such returns as may be
required from time 10 Time.

Unless the Officer Commanéing the Divisional Wing i1s specifically
appointed to be Chief Instructor,he shall not be regpongible for,nor
interfere with the training of personuels

This does not prevent the Officer Commanding fromassisting in any
way which mey be desired by the Chief Instructor. The instructionsl
personnel of divisional wings will be appointed to wings under similar
arrangements es when Reinforcement Treining Base wes at HAVRE [ i.e. for a
period of 2 months ), and may be edded %o temporarily be Divisional
Cormanders when the number of Reinforcemenis warrants en increase.

The chief instructors end assistant instructors on the egtablish=-
~ -ment of each wing will be responsible for the co-ordination,continuity
$ and system of training,and will work under the General Staffe of Divislons,

one sssiatant instrunetor should be & spseialist in musketry, P.T.
& & B.P, and the ofher in general training, lewls gun snd bombing.

Re= LESTABLISHUENTS,
previously puplished establishmentis of Corps Reinforcement
camps snd Divisional Reinforcement Camps or Winge are heraby cancelledes

| The establishments will be as shown in attached tables A.B.& Coe

0fficers will be @econded from their unite whilst holding
! appointments.

Personnel,other ranks,will be transferred from their units,snd
thelr places filled.

substantive ranks held be N.C.Os.on transfer to the Reinforcement
Camp will continue to be held;but any subseguent appointments or promot-
«ions will be mede under A.I3F. Order 213, |

Nemes of officers and other ranks selected for appointments on
divisionse). wings staffs should be forwarded to Corps Headquarters as soon
ag possiblee

(Sgde) CeHeJESS,
Lieut=~Colonel,

for Brigadier General,
General Staff,

First ANZAC Corpse
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B

F Australian Corps.
! ogth Jenuary 1918.

| Third AMENDMENT TO GENERAL STAFF CIRCULAR No.98.

._..._..-.._—-—-—-_-—-—Fllr———-l-—dll—-b_

- 4 Paragreph 2 (d) of G.S.Circular No.98 and the second amendment
to that Circulsr dated 18th November 1917 are cancelled.

=

| 5.(1) Chemical Adviser will detail from the establishment of the Corps
| Gas School 2 Sergeants fopr attachment to and duty with the Corps
Reinforcement Camp.

(11) The C.0.Reinforcement Camp will hereafter be responsible for the
inspection of Small Box Respirators and for equipping and testing
gll personnel arriving without anti-gas equipment at Divisional
Reinforcement Winzs. For this later purpose he will prepare the

necessary accommodation and & ge&s proof dug-out. This work will

{ be supervised by the Chemical Adviser at Corps Headquarters.

(111) The duties of the two Ges Sergeants will Dbe -

(g) Inspection of all Small Box Respirators and report of all
defects and shortages.
(b) Test and fit of respirators when issued.
(¢c) Application of Glycerine to all outlet valves.
(d)_Training -_ as time permits.
0 711) Prectices with respirators.
(2) Use of anti dimming materisl.
(3) Lecture of gases used in field.
(4) Smell gases used by enemye.
(5) Necessity and use of gas proof dug out.
(6) Drill in smoke

e Divisions not in the line will be responsible, for their own
regsources, for the inspection and completion of anti-gas equipment and
treining of all reinforcement personnel arriving at their reinforcement

gepots.

(Sgd) C.R.B.WHITE.
Brigadier General,
General Staff,

Australian Corpse.
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)

| AUSTRALIAN _ CORPS.

T’ Headquarters
. i 10th.April 1918,
S/a64.

FIRDT ADDENDUM TO ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS No.l83,

CORPS REINFORCELMENT CANMP.
ARTILLERY DEPOT for Reinforcements and Details.

e
-

Reinforcements foe Divisional Artiller¥yes will be taken on arrival
to their Divisional Wings and sent to rejoin their units from there.

An Artillery Reinforcement Depot will be formed at Corps Reinft.
Camp to accommodate Reinforcements for Army Brigades and Corps H.A.. The
G+0.Ce R.A, will deteil an offiicer as 0.C.Artillery Depot,a N.C.0. to act
gstg.S;M. and QeM.S. and 6 other renks to act as cooks and for general
UtTles8oe

i The above Staff will report to the Commandant,Corps Reinforcement
Camp as early as possible and he will allot accommodation atVIGNACOURT for
the Artillery Depote.

All Reinforcements and Details for the Artilleryvother than Div-
isional Artilleries will be taken, on arrival,to this Depot and despatched
” to join their units from there.

G.0¢G¢,R..ﬂ..anﬂ. B, Go ,Hi.ﬂ.n. will arrange for the (0.Ce. Mtillﬂry
Depot to be kept in-formed of the docation of units and the arrangements
for the men to rejoin their Batteriese.

(Sgd)
Kgeth officer,
Ngjore
for Brigadier General,
:D-A- & QIMI G-
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.
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AUSTRALIAN CORES.

Headguarters,
- | 8th fay,1918.
Headquarters, 186/473,
{ Srd.Auste.Division.
Corps Reirnforcement Camp.
Ares Commandants-—
BERTEAUCQURT.
St +0UEN,
ST.GRATIEN,
FREGHENCOURT,
T ————

The following changes of Area Commandants will take place
forthwithe The Officers concerned will repott to this office by wire
when he has assumed his new duties. :

~ (a) Commandant, Corps Reinforcement Camps will take over administ-
i reation of St.LEGER,BERTEAUCOURT,PERNIOS,Ares from Major WEDGEWOOD.
= (b) Major WEDGEWOOD will teke over St.OUEN and BETHENCOURT from
-~ Captain WALKXER,
(c) Captain WALKER will report to Captain HARRISON st FRECHENCOURT
and act as sub-area Commendant of that placee.
(d) Captein HARRINON will take over St.GRATIEN Area (map being
issued ).
(e) Lieut ,FENWICK after handing over St.GRATIEN to Captain HARRISON

will proceed to PETIT CAMON and proceed to organise thet Area (mep being
issued to him dirsct). _

(Sgd)
Keith Officer,
Mﬂjor.
DeAcAe Ge
AUSTRALIAN CORPS.
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Headquarters,
Australian Corpse
73/169.

AUSTRALTAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 25/210.

Headquarters, A.I.F.
attached
Austrelian Corps.
19th.lMay,1918.
Circ.lemo. 25/2D0Q.

= It has been decided to form a permanently onganised Corpe Working
Party compnsed of underaged youths in lieu of sending them for employment
to Genersl Hospitals &c.until they reach the age of 19 years.

R "B" ¢lags personnel of Australian Employment Coy.not otherwise em-
ployed may be attached to thisg party from time to time as required,under
the orders of Austraelian Corps "A".

De This party will be employed within the back portion of the Corps
Area,
4, When evidence of youths being underasge is produced, they will be sent

Texmuxtex from units to join this party under the orders of the DeAeGe
A.I.F. except in the case of those located at base depots whose move will
be ordered by Australisn Section 3rd.Echelon.

Oe The underage personnel now at Genetral Hospitals and casualty
clearing stations may be retained there until they reach the age of 19
except those who are unsuitable for work with such unitse.

6o General Hospitals and Casualty Clearing Stations will despatch those
youths who are unsuiteble for employment at lledieal Units to the Base.
Australian Section 3rd.Echelon will despatch them from the Base toc Auste.
Corps Reinforcement Camp for posting to Corps Working Partye.

7e All postings of youths to Corps Working Party will be repodrted to
Auste.Section 3rd.Echelons

Be The following Officers and N.C.0s. are authorised for appointment
to Corps Working Party-:
1l Lieutenant "B" class.
2 Sergeants =gy, W
2 Corporals nRE ®
1 Sergeant and 1 Corporal ( "B" class ) additional
for each complete 30 of strength in excess of 50.

Lance Corporals may be appointed from the underasge youths as re-
-gquired gt the discretion of Aust.Corps "A",

Oe The "B" class Officer will be detailed by the DsA.G. A.I.F.
N.C.0s. will be despetched to the Corps Working Perty on the above scals,
as required, by Auste.Section 3rd.Echelon.

10. The party will be administered as & unit snd Form B 213 will ba ren=-
-dered to the Base weekly be the Officer in charge.

< B When any youth reaches the age of 19 years Aust.Sectidén 3rd.
Hchelon will issue orders to Australian Corps "A"for his return to his
unite

(sgd.) H.D.Wynter.
Lt.Colonel.
7D.A.G
for Colonel, { O
DehAeGey, A.I.F.
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> 1st Australian Division Reinforcement Wing.
el ¥ KRR KRR LR K KR TR K XKLL X

HIGTORY OF THR WING,

-H_—---_—ﬁ_--*_-

The lst Austraelian Division Reinforcement Wing was formed in Fehruary

1917, The camp was then at FRICOURT and lst Divisional personnel wWere

trensferred from BELLE VUE FARHM, which was the Aus, Gorp Feinforcement

Camp. The first Commendent was LIEUT oTURT, & Bn with W.0.(Class 2

i | DENHAM as Eergeant ﬁéjor. I understend that CAPT HAWM (unit unknown)

4 took temporary command between the departure of LIEUT STURT and the

’ arrivel of CAPT, (now MATOR) E.T.J.KERBY, 8 Bn. in April 191%,

| LIEUT WEEKSS 8 Bn was at this time Wing Covmsnder Adjutants MAJOR E,T. 7.

j KERBY continued to command the ﬁing_until 19th January, 1918, when
MAJOR E.B.AYRIS € Bn took over commands LIEUT STOCK? 5 Bn, took over

' the duties of Adjutent from LITUT WEEKS on 6/5/17 and held this post

? untll September Let 1917, beling replaced by LIEUT H, C.MORREISONG 5 Bn

g LITUTE LANGFORD, 5 Bn. becane Adjutent in place of LIEUT MGHHI&DH o1

i 10th January, 1918, MAJCOR EEEIB &hdjﬁIEﬁitLﬁﬂ&FQRD remain as Commandant

| and Adjutant respectively today, 24th lay 1918, CAPT MITCHTILL Cs A,

drd FIELD AlMB, was posted to the Wing as 1,0, on the 1llth April 1918

ol L I o = -

and is still) with the Wing. Capt lMitchell was I1+0. to the Wing for a period
E at the end of 191% also, |

MOVES: The varlous moves of the Wing are as follows:=

» L From FRICOURT to BAZENTIN. Date unknown, but before April 191Y%

Nissen Hutsly |
FROM BAZENTIN to BOUZINCOURT. <lst May 1917. Camp of Malthoid
Huts erected by the Ving.,
FROM BOUZINCOURT to BAZIEUX sbout 20th daly, 191%.
In blllets and tents, |
From BAZTIEUX teo WALLON CAPPELL on 27th JUL¥, 1917,
In billetg and Tents. .
FROM WALLON CAFPELL to VIEUX DERQUIN in AUGUST 101Y
| Blllets amd Canvas.
FROM VIEUX BERQUIN bto STRAZELLE on 29/8/17. |
Ine ving vas here located 1n dlsuscd errunition campe and was
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| MOVES leontinusd )
€ %

i - badly bombed ,but without casuslties.
g - FROM ROUGJ. STRAZEELE to ROUGE CROIX on 14/15 Septenber 1917.
Canvas Cemps were crected and thoe lucleus from all Battalions,
1 under S.S5.135., jolned the Ming. |
The Divigionel Wing beecame asssoclated with CORPS REINF. CAMP in
~ - September 1917. -
[ FROM ROUGE CROIX to STEENVORDE =4 SEPTENBFR 1917,
= _ Unde r Canvas.
| KROM ROUGI-GROEX--,STTENVORDE to ROUGE CROIX 30/9/17.
™= Under Canvas. i
| FROI ROUGE CROIX to SAMFR 25 NOVELBER LT
Under Canvas.
FROM SAMER t6& RQUGE CROIX 15 DHECEMBER 1917.
| ., Under Canvas.
! | FROM ROUGE CROIX to BAILLEUL 30 JAWUARY 1918,
| In NISSEN HUTS,
FROM BATILLEUL to ROUGE CROIX 28 FEBRUARY 1918,
Under Canvas.
FROI ROUGE €BOIX to ARGOEUVRES. 6 APRIL 191as.
In Billets. =5 '
| FROM ARGOZUVRES to VIGHACOURT, 8. APRIL 1918.
i In Blllets. .
FROM VIGNACOWRT to PERINOIS, 12 APRIL 1918.
Al Ternoids the Wing was in billets. .
= FROM PERNOTS to LINGHEM. 20 APRIL 1918,
i ‘ At Linghem the Wing came under the atminlstration of XV CORPS & R
\ CANP ¢ '

Ad jutants and moves, »rior tn'January 1918 when I took over.

The VWing went through certein vicissitudes from its Inception
onwards untll the summer of 1917, In many places new Camps had-to be
erected and accomodatddn was difficult Swing to many moves. Troops are
rarely detained in the ding for more pﬁan 48_hﬂur5 excent Recrults
who é;ﬁ held pending inspection bj*théiDiviﬂiaﬂal Commander.

At BAILLEUL during FEBRUARY 1918 a great deal of worlk ias done to the
j Canp talken over frnm.SEﬂ.Australian,Divisicn Reinforcoment Wing's
%‘ | Huts were thoroughly revetted, duckboards Tatd, wash-house erected,

_gé?dansfencad and a Gas Chamber builtly °* This Camlp was commended by

li 2e 2~

1009814
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.

the Area Commandant. A great deal of Improvement was effected in
the ROUGE CROIX Camps Al and AZ2. During the period 63bh April

to the 20th April, 1918, owing to a sudden move of the lst Australian

Diviegion to XV Corps, the number of Relnforcements and Casuals

increased, and an organised Battalion was formed with Brigade
Companies, This Battalion numbered 1,000 strong on leaving

PERNOIS for LINGHEN,.

The gy stem of dealing with Reinforcements is as follows:-

On the arrival of a draft, the men are divided into Brigedes.
Rolls are called, end the men marched off to thelr respective Brigade ¥
Lines. Tea 1s glven them five minutes latﬂf, and 1f during
the c:“,zxz,f_r g hot megl ls prepardd as soon as possible. Standing
Orders etcs are read as soon ae the men have been allotted to Brigades
and have removed their equipment. ~ The following morning drafts
ere put through gas; on return from this parade they are medically
examined and eny ?aftiml:—ms teken which Division requirex.
Iron Rations are 1issued 1f not already in vossesslion of the manl
They are then paid (i1f entitled to pay) end go to the Baths, recelving
& clean change- of underclothing. |

Reeruits are lectured on points of interest concerning the
Division end their particular Brigades end Battalions. .

Normally & draft is then ready to prﬂcéed forward. They are
fallen in at a suitable hour on the dsgy precegding theilr despatch,
the rcll is again called and each man individual 1y warned that he is
for draft at such and such ah hour Emexpayg the next daye Drafts

usuel ly march out in Flghting order snd packs'are taken forward by

Oe
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oth AUSTRALIAN DIVISIONAL WING,

S e S e — R s e E  —  — — ——

When the 5th Australian Division wes in the Line of the Somme,
near Laghicourt,a nucleus camp was formed at Becourt a few
Kilometres from Albert,under the Command of Lieut.Col. J.W.
Clark. D.S.0.,V.D,,30th Bettalion.0n the Division coming out
of the Line end occupying the area round Senlis and Marpinsaabt,
the nucleus was sent to re-join unites in this area,and on the 3rd
June 1917,the 5th Divisional Wing was formed on lines laid down
in Genersl Staff Circular NWo 73 of 13,5.,17. and Major A.R.White
MeC,,32nd Battalion,was put in command with Captain W.Jhonson,
MeCe,53rd Battalion as Adjutant.
; From thaet time gll reinforcements
for 5th Australisn Division arriving at Albert were marched in
via Australian Corps Depot to Becourt and guartered in the
collection o¥f huts which represented the Wing. There was, at that
period,no training done at the Wing,its main object being that
of & receiving a drafting depot for the Division. =

On July 19th,Captein D.J.ViSa-Hall,
593rd Battalion toock over the Adjentcy from Captain Jhonson whose
services were reguired by his Battalion.

Baeryy in August 1917,the Division
left the Somme and moved up to Flanders and on the 17th August
the Wing went into tents at Morbecque where it formed part of the
camp belonging to the Corps Depot.

| Here it remained until about Sept
15th when it was moved forward to Caestre close to the lst Anzac
Reinforcement Depot.The Wings of the other Australian Divisions
were all in the vicinitye.

After a short stay of s week the
Cemp was agein moved to a site on the Rouge Croix Road,about
half a mile from Fletre,as,owing to the nucleus coming out(this
time under Leut.Col.Denehy,58th Battalion)it was necessary to
have a larger Camp.

. This site,the only one available,.
was most unsuited to & large Camp owing to its being on low-lying
and badly drained lend and,as there were at time# nearly three
thousand troops there,the place soon resembled a quagmire as it
wes practically impossible to get maberisl for the necessary
buildings or duckboards.

On the 6th November & change in the
esteblishment of the Wing was intoduced by G.S.C.No 99 which
provides for an increased number of Officers and for the training
of troops passing through the Wing. -

GeSeCe NollO provided for & furthex
change in the esteblishment which was to take place when the Divies:
-ion whent out of the Line for a rest.

On the 1lst December 191¢ Captain
Vine-Hall was succecded by Lieut E.A. Walker,53rd Battalion,
the present Adjutant.

Early in Becember an Officers lMess
and also hot baths were built at the Wing.A large gquantity of
duckboards and also floors for all tents which greatly improved
conditions for all rankssuvene -

Dec 10th will long be remembered
by the Wing Staff,as on that day the vote of 785 men was taken
and these troops SEEEXFEEIXXEXIC sent forward in motor lorries
to their Units.

LK L

On the 14th Dec the Division went
out to rest in the Samer Area and the Wing personnel ste left for
Samer by motor lorry.The boche was shelling Hazebrouck heavily
and the Wing Staff narrowly escaped being wiped out by a huge
shell,when there was a block in the traffic near the Railway Stat-
-i0n, '
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APPENDD

The Camp 2t FMletre wgs n over by 2nd
Australian Divieion who contimed the various, r gconstrugction and
made several improvements,

The Wing now became & Depot under the Command
of the Adjutant, in accordenge with G,S, Cireuler 110, and it was
esteblished in o three storied houme at oquoi about o quarter of a
mile from Samex Railway Station. This houde was cepable of holding
£00e Thore wore aleso & couple of barns which would accommodate o
further 200, Troope for the Depot used to detrain at Hesdignoul and
were met by a Cyelist guide sont from the Depot who brought them
direet to mu- billets after telephoning exset mumbers of officers &
m“mnl:ntantmmdﬂnunrmotoha“ahﬂmlrm
on thelir arrival, The French Rail 0fficiale and the R,T.0. at
Samer reondered overy ascistance poscible and put their "phones at
the Depot'e disposal :nd greatly facilitated communicetion,

On arrivel the men were billetted, an extra
blanket waes iscued, they were givem a hot tea and braaktut and sent
on a%t 9 a.me %0 tho:lr units asccompanied by guides or conveyed thither

in ration lorries.

During the gix weeks stey at Samer, about 300
officers and 4000 other ranks pasced throughtthe Depote.

Major White, l.Ce, loft on the 30th Dec. for
Inglend, en route for Asustralia, aftor a lhort etay with his battalion,
much to the staff's regret.

On the 30th Jamary the Division moved forward
%o the ete front and the Ving moved on to ite Camp at Fletre,
where it was met and taken over b, its new C,0,, lajor R,0, Cowey,
66th Battalion. A few days later Capt l.Bs Gilohriet who had been
appointed Chief Instructor put in an ap earance,

The Camp now took on & more workmanlike aspeet,
The men who were fully trained were organised on works of coanstrugtion
draining the Cemp, xmpxxingx repairing rosds, wiriag duek-boards,
revetiing tents :m. while partially t:ruua Reinforecements were
8y tematically muuul under Cept Cilohrist and hie Trainiag Staff.

Officer luu furni ture wes purchaged by the
Ce0s, and o charge made to cover oxpenses, This made the stay of
officers at the Camp pleasanty and they oyed ihMﬂl"Hll ingtead
of avoiding the Camp as they had done

An exc¢ellent Bul ﬂ nnd Course, and
also & Revolver Range for Lewie Gun ers and 0fficers was nnnrmtoa
by Engineors and Pionecrs xmt at the Wing on the eite adjoining the

Rifle Rango.

Gags Teste were taken over by Australien Oorps
Reinforcement Compse who had established a contral Gas Chamber, while
ingtruction in Gas form part of the daily training of the ﬂng The
manbers varied guite 2 lot and at times would reach 700 or 000. and
then drop to 100 or 200,

The Cook-house at the Ting was an exeellent
one and was ospable of cocking for some 2000 men, mu 60 men per
hour went through the bathe each afternoon.

The whole aim of the CO. and hie Staff was
to improve the existing conditions and bring them %o the highest posse
ible standard ian order that officers and men passing through should
be as comfortable as pomeible and in this they were most ably aseisted

the Commandsnt, AUSTRALIAN CORPS Reliuforcement Camp, Lieut- Colonel
HedoRe Clayton, In‘ his Adjutant, Cepte F./i. Chaffey who were most
untiring 1n 'Ihur ef‘oxts to pﬂﬂdf naterial and tevlse necesnarye.

The discipline snd training were aimed at
kooping up the high stendard of the Hth Division.

The o!ﬂ.url Mese wos fitted out and made gquite
& ocosy ge capable of seating 36 &t & time. This was at times far
too ag on one occasion over 100 officere were in cuomp foxr the
best part of & week.
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: On 18th February after full arrengements had
boen made by lMejor Stanley, 0.C., H5th Div, Signals, & Signalling School
was formed at the Ving with Xieut. Murphy as C.I. He was shortly aftere
~words succeeded by Lieut. Barbor., Some seven officers and 60 other
ranke attended the first school and slightly more were ot the second -
which was dishanded on the 22nd Merch owing to the German offensives

The Adjutant went on U.X., leave on the 28th
Febe after an illness and returned on the 168h liarch very much improved.

Major Cowey having gone on Paris leave on 20th
March, Capt Gilchrist was acting 0.0, when the 3rd Dival Wing under
Major Sheridan jeined us and was given portion of the C.mpe Major
Cowey roturncd on 28th larch.

On March 24th word was received that all men in
Camp were to be fully equipred and orgenised into working companies of
5 offbcere and 130 other r o 4@ there were several hundred men
returning from leave and without equipment which they stated had beon Xmft
Zeft with their unit, it was necescary teo procure vaged equipment eto.
Exech Company wae however, fully equi ed at the required time and sent
forward in motor lorries %o Lindenhoek and Bulford Camps, where they
were attached to 2nd Aust, Division, Thie Wing supplied 3 Compani s
known o8 Sa, (0.Ce, Capt Deds, Vine~Hall), Bb, (Capt J.Hs All 32nd Ba)
and Se, (Capt F.D. Johnsone, 58th Battalion)s Two Lewis Gun Sections,
fully equipped, and all highly trained men, provided the necessary
protection for these Vosking Compamies,

The VWork of these Companies hag received great
praise from the DPivisions te which they were attached,

An extract from Capt Gilchriet'e report reads
a8 followe:=

"The working Companies were engaged on hn::g strong pointe, wiring
and elesning up old trenches, etc., and in ng making lMachine Gun
Pogitions, They were at'ached to ind Aust Division, and afterwards %o
let Aupste Division,"”
| On the 3rd April they were with drewn and
i prganised into a Battalion cslled the S5th Aust. Divanl, Details Battalion,
« for purposes of defence, and were at'ached to the IX Imperial Corps.
Puping the first days of the Boche at on
Bailleul. - very effort wae made (though under orders to stand by ready %o
"Stand ":” 41f required), to esrist the Civilian Refugecs.
A refreghment booth was established ot CAUSTRE
and wes ready day and night to offer hospitality in the shape of hot
chocolate, tea ond coffee, to these unfortunates. It was greaily

oppreciated. |
Mescages of thanks were received from the A.Reds
on behalf of the IX Corpes and also from the French and Belgian lMiscions,
- Capte Fo'e Chaffey, Corps Reinforcement Ceamp'’s
Adjutant, was largely responsible for the prompt equipping, constant

useful empl t, and final despatech with Camp equipment, ¥ rt
uo.i complete, of these companies to rejoin their Division oh the 23rd
Aprile

On the 29th larch orders were received to take
in British Troops, and the first batch of 1000 arrived thet night about
nidnight. From tﬁnt time on, cbout 1500 daily on an average pasced

through the Wing. |
The wor: of drafting them was made somewhat
\ diffioult by many of them not knowing what Brigade they belonged %o
- bat they were sorted out, rationed, and sent forward dsily, some by
march route, and others motor transport according to suprly aevailable,
Capt Gilchrist went forward slmost deily %o
inspect the Vorking o8 thme keoping up communication with them
until April 3rd when, after honding over to the 2lst British Division,
the personnel of the Wing (sbout 156 officers and 35 other ranke) with
m=sh bag age entroined at Caestre for Frevent, 370
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Epaples was reached that night and a stey of three days
wag made, owing to there being no trein aveilable for the partys
At last, on the 6th April, a move wee mede t¢ Frevent, but on arrivel
orders were received %o contimmeo the to Candagse This necessite
-ated a trammfer of sll goods and chattels another train ut Candae
was finally reached about 6 peme on 6th April, Amidet pouring rain
the Wing, accompanied by a draft which had asrrived earlier in the day,
marehed %o Flenvililers, where after some delay, they were billeted
with 6%th Division ugleus which wes temporarily under the Command of
. Liout~Colonel J,V, Clark, DeBe0sy VaDe, 30th Battalion,
ving in hgn the 9th Lpﬂl.ha{rmmi::l t:“ n:; %o billet the

8 g6 -r% h.lfu' 0 aeroirome there.

The greatest diffionlty was the cooking; but this wes soon
over oome and went emoothly until & further move was made on
:;rﬂlﬂhtohums in which village the 8th Brigede luelous was

80 billeted, the 14th and 15%h Brigades Nucleus going on %o
Gorenflos and Lrgniocs. A
Owing %o this area being so for removed from Railhead and
Division, and to the scareity of r%, orders wers recgeived %o
progecd Pernois. On the 2let April the VWing and Huclous moved
thither by merch route and wore ostablished in o ocamp of 69 tente or

- billeted in the villege.
improved by the addition of several

This ha@ sinee been
liissen hutes and Marquoos; while the site of the camp was moved to the
Other sidc of the railway line, where previously an overflow camp hed
beon P’;Wi |

On larch 24th the Nuclous wag placed undey the Commend of
lajor Coweyisince that tiume in the has hed to perfomrm

rogressive training in accor o with & syllgbus ismed
oinforcement Winge Thie training is carried”
-notore as far ae poseible m.mrmﬂﬂunot tis of a
recreational nature; maluting on the part of all ranits is insisted
:ﬁ" and there hes boen a very merked improvement in thid respect.
officere ave to take a vory deep interest in their men, and
%o always be on ¢ when the men are, Parade States are carefMlly
chegked to see t overyone is employed.

An excellent Bul'et and Bayonet Course, Rifle Range, and
Minature Range have been built, and sre in daily wse; whilet & number
of snipers postas, ete., have been constructed snd explained to the men.
Gae Instrustion and practice formes part of the daily programme.

For purpose of organisation, all ranks pascing through the
Wing are now divided into three Companies, known as "A","B",and ",
Coyse "A" Coy represents the fully trained Infsatrymea, ui is
com anded z Pe HoGy Wilson, 3let Battalion; "B" Coy, under Lieut,
Answorth, 60th Batalion, is for the Reinforeements who are consistently
trained; while "C" Company, under Capte Codes Walker, contains all
specialist arms.
Bach Cumpeny receives training of a standard suited to the

requirements of the nen,
On the 18th May, inter-divisionsl Reinforcement Sporte,
congls of Kilitery and rting events, wereheld upon this Ving's
ing
- L]

the
ialist instre

Their objeot wap to make the trainming more intercste

, There was a large attendance at these sports, and the
| programme was well carried out, |

= Hurses were visitors from an adjacent C.C.Ss The bands
* = from all the Reinforcement Wiags were prnutinl gave a eontinmuous

| programme of mmsic, | severul masved iteme under Bande
f,. lias Well of the 8th Brigede Band.
R te @ provided in cool Marquees in the shape
of beer for the m and t%es and biscuits for the officers and their
visitors. Some

¢ items which amsged everyone wore given on the
ground.
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: _ 2 APPENDIX |

2 | The 2nd Divisional Wing scored 63 point
6 the 5th Wingd 54,but the 5th Wing won the Tug-of-war,for which no
points were given,it also won more money in prizes than any other Wing

In conseguence of the "win the war
spirit" which permeates the atmosphere here,the "(" Branch of the ad-
wadministration has not been overlocked. The Q.M. SSore is in good orde
About o of fat will be saved for the month of liay.Five pounds of
solder saved during the past month.Anything that can be salvag
is returned %o Ordinance or ReS.f.

' The present efficient state of the Wing
is very largely due to the energetic sud loyel service ramfurirendered
by 8l) ranks of the Wings Staff;from rumners and cooks upwards,all of
whom have workedjless then 13) hours daily since the 2lst Marche At

! times they have Worked both night and daye

i The juniors have formed a mess %o which

| they all subseribe;they have also erected a mess building for themselv
end have set a very high standard of discipline,cameraderie,and Camp

| cleanlinees.

T‘, A spirit of pride in the 5th Division

' and the A.l.P. and one of friendliness to all other Allied Unmits is
fostered in this Wing.An inter-change of visits has recently taken
place between the Wing and Fremeh Officers lessese.The French Officers
also vigit our concerts and training by invitation.

The Divisional Concert Party,8 Y.lie.Col.

{ Cinems ,Military Bands,end Cricket matches,provide entertalnment for

.' all ranks,

| | The Wing has recently established a

| Canteen which has been found very usePul.

_. The following table shows the numbers
? of Officers and other ranks who have passed through this Wing monthly
! gince July 1917. This does not inciude U.K.Troops passed through in

| lMarch and April lasyy |

s hlz 191%. 59 0Officers 88%Y 0O.Re.
( Aungust " g " 290
| Sept " ™ " 1362}"
| =0 e 1500)"
| Qst " es " 3288 ™
| Nov " 99 " 2497 ™
: Dec: "™ .9y ° 1793 ™
! Jan 1918 B9 " - 1550 "
1 Feb " g " 1687 "
| May b 129 ™ 1568 *
Aplxr " - " 2178 "

888 Officers 18780 0.K.
ﬂuA/E—CMJ 118 ” SR ¥

T e ———— ———

966 Officers 20009 0O.R.

S O T U W 0 e -

e =

There are plenty of men comming forwar:
ond the sccommodation of the Camp is fregquently taxed to its utmost

limite.
in conclugion,one can truthfully say,
that never since its inception has the Wing been such & live branch
| of ite Pivision as at the present time and Unite can rely on recelivin
‘ only men who are fully trained in every department if they are not
hurried forweyrd too q@icklye.
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