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AUSTRALIANY ABKOAD

In France 61:191
Big Decrease For Week

Compared with the peturn issued last
week giving the strength « by arms »
on March lst, the Ilatest statement 1is-
sued on Maveh 26th shows that -from
March 1st to 8th the total AL.F. in
France decreased by mo less than 5.427.
According to the latest statement there
were, on March 8th, 4.113 officers and
57.078 other ranks in France, or a gramd
total of 61.191. The total A.I.LF. in
Europe, which means the United King-
dom amd France, on March 22nd was
111.919 compared with 115.534 on March
15th. In Asia and Igypt on March
15th there were 13.296 members of 'the
against a total of 15.091 on
March 8th., )

Details of the latest returns, which

were 1esued last week, were as follow :

A. I F. In France ;
No 01.0.R.

Ot OR.Toeacholl.

STRENGTH ~'BY ARMS" 8 3 19.

Effective strength in

Fpamen e 083 54675 13.3
Non-effective stren th in

France . ... .. 30 2403 81—

Total strength in France 4113 57078 13.8

LATEST STRENGTHS OF DIVISIONS
Corps

(as aty. 49 M7 6144 19.3
1st Division
(as'at 18. 3. 19)....... 747 9469 12.6

2nd Division
(s at 4. 3. 19) ... ... ~T¥i

3rd Division(asat 15.3. 1Y)
Artillery asat 8.3.19.. 708

4th Division

7833 10.9

9342 13 1

(as at 16.3.19).... ... avsk 7923 13.3
oth Division

(asat8.3.19)........ 68% 8936 13—
Lines of Communication

(asat 8. 3. 19)..5. 1 166 3099 418.6

A I F In Europe

OIf.  Nurges.  O.R

AR T o o 19> 1) D74
1S January toJune.. 349 138 7308
July to December. 1794 158 19959

1916 January to June.. 2167 13 27102
July to December. 1028 90 26329

1917 January to June.. 436 111 10045
July io December. 388 21 ' 9416

1948 January toJune.. 383 11 7008
July to'December. 219 A 536%
Totalat 4. 3.49.... 7283 556 113103

e

Embarked from U.K.
from 1 3.19
£ e U | DO T 500 79 8089
Discharged(outside Aus-
tralia) from 1.3.19
to 22.3.19... 16 4 271
Died outside Australia
from 13.1.19
FOREE SR 3 — 163
Balance at 22 3 19 .. 0864 473 104582
A I F.In Asia and Egypt
All Ranks
1) M R R |1 TN 218
1915 January to June............. 1881
July to December........... 2576
4916 January to June.. .. i i . 1652
July to Deécember-........... 1331
1917 January to June...... eSS 2016
July to December........... 1585
1918 Jannary to June............. 11567
July to'December . .......... 880
Total at 15.3.19. .. 13296

A.LF. in Egypt and Asia 30.11.18 . 18558

Embarked from Egypt to 15.3.49 5205
Discharged (Egypt ete.) to 15.3.19 8
Died Asiatic theatre to 15.3.19. .. 49

Balance at 15.3.19. .. 13296

EMBARKATION ACCELERATED

Leave to be cut Down

An official statement issued by the Dep
artment for Repatriation and Demobilis-
ation says :

* Owing to the provision ol more
shipping during April cext,itis anticipated
that the rate ol embarkation will be accel-
erated and that, for this reason, the amount
of leave granted to members of certain
quotas is liable to be reduced |

““ The United Kingdom leave of quotas
19 to 25, inclusive, may be reduced by
from 1 to % days, i.e., the leave may be only
10, 11, 12 or 13 days, according to circums-
tances.

““ The United Kingdom leave of quotas
26 and lollowing quotas is lisble to be
reduced to 10 days.

** This reduction in leave is caused
entirely by the fact that more shipping is
available, and that therelore the repatria-
tion of the A.IF. has been accelerated,
with:the result that it may be found to be
not practicable toretain the men in England
for more than 22 to 25 days without unduly
delaying their embarkation, ”

L
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AUSTRALIAN BASE DEPOTS
FRANCE

Price ONE PENNY

AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIES
Big Development Foreshadowed
Question of Tariff Reform
Government to Act

Melbourne, March 24th.
The Honl W. Massey Greene, Minis-
ter of Customs, in the Australian Go-
vernment has stated that he would con-
sider the representations made on the

subjeet of the tariff.

. i |

Melbournie, March 22nd.
Mr. Waitt, Acting Prime Minister of
Australia, has stated that in accordance
with the definite pronouncement made
by the Prime Minister in the House
of Representatives in February 1917,
which was re-affirmed amd amplified in
Mr. Hughes’s policy speech at Bendige
i Mapch 1917, the Federal Government
has recently given careful consideration
to the tariff problem and intends as ear-
ly as practicable next session to under-
take a revision of the tariff with a view
to the .development of Australian pro-

duction and industry. |
The following important consideration
will be kept in wview. (1) The necessity
for the preservation of industries which

have been brouight into existence during
the war (2) The encouragement of

new industries which are in comtempla-
tion : (3) The extension amd divenrsifi-
cation of existing imdustries.

The great world conflict has taught
many lessons and amongst them is the
one that Australia, in view of its geo-
graphical isolation and of the long o-
cean haulage must develope itself on
more self-reliant lines. The Government
therefore has in view in the proposed
tariff amendments, the promotion of
those great key industries the raw mate-
rial of which is within the comfines of
the Commonwealth, and upon which so
many other industries and enterprises
are hased.

TRANSPORTS N0T WITHDRAWN

Rumours Denied

The following statement has been 1s-
sued by Hdgrs A.ILF. in the United
Kingdom Rumours have recenfly
been circulated 1o the effect that ships

allotted for the repatriation of Austra-
lian troops have been withdrawn and
given to troops othen than Australians.
The G.0O.C, desires it made known to
the troops that there is absolutely no
truth in sueh rumpurs. On the contrary

additional ships hawve beem provided for
Australians, and the prospecta are ex-
ceeding!y encouraginig.

RCDIGT009830
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Published weekly by soldiers of Aus-
tralian Imperial Force stationed at the
Bases, Le Havre.

Editor
Pte E. A. Doyre.

Advertising and Business Manager.

Pte W. R. M. Dnonp.

Staff

Gor. F. B. Tremearne (Literary).
Pte J. C. Goopcmirp (Art).

Advisory Editor

Captain R. M. MaRrks.

Rates ; One penny per copy, quarterly,
one shilling.

Contributions must be lodged with the
Editor by Wednesday of each week.

No responsibility will be accepted for
manuscripts except the article be mark-
ed « Return ». |

Postal address : Editor, « The Digger».
A. B. D. vida Base Post Office, Le Ha-
vre, France,

M‘

Gone Home Since November 30th
Progressive Total 45.013

The total members of the A.I.F. and mu-
nition workers who sailed for Austra-
lia from November 30th, 1918. to March
22nd last, was 45.013. The details were as
follow :- officers 1.728 ; nurses 318; war-
rant oflicers and sergeants 3.080 ; other
ranks 35.711 ; wives, ete. 1.360 ; munition
and war workers 2.816.

The transports which sailed during this
period were, Czaritza, Plassy, Kildonan
Castle and Kuarsk. Since the return giving
these particulars was issued the following
additional transports have sailed for Aus-
tralia :- Cluny Castle, on March 23rd,
total A.L.F. 547 ; Czar, on March 23rd,
total A.I. F. 803 ; and Port Denison, on
March 25th. total A. L F. 1045. The Cluny
(astle conveyed portion of the 4th thousand
from France consisting of the 191% and 1915
personnel.

‘Progress of Quotas

“Thnuﬂa.qdﬂ from France” Gone

The 4 000 troops, who arrived in the Un-
ited Kingdom prior to the inauguration of
the quota system, have left for Australia.
These troops were known as the ** thous-
ands from France " and embarked on the
following transports :- Anchises, Kildonan
Castle, Kashmir and Cluny Castle. The
return issued on Marech 28th showed thatl
quotas 1 to 17 had arrived in England.

FREEZING WORKS DESTROYED
Damage £100.000

Melbourne, March 20th.

The Freezing Works of the Goulburn
Valley Industrial Company have been
burnt, The damage 13 estimated at
£100.000.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

LONDON SIIPPING RING

Position of Australian Merchants
Unfair Treatment Alleged

Melbourne, March 22nd.

The Victorian State Treasurer, Mr.
McPherson, as head of the firm of W.
W. MecPherson Proprietary ILid., com-
mented on the remarks of Mr. Tredwen,
the Chairman of the Australian Mer-
chants Association, regarding the sym-
pathetic attitude of the Association to-
wands the Shipping Ring. Hie had been
i touch with leadinlg merchants in
Melbourne who resented the inference
that Mr. Tredwen nepresented the views
of Australian merchants. The Austra-
lian Merchants Association in London
15 an association of ecommission houses
who buy for Australiam merchants, and
who for many years have found it ad-
vantageous to work with the London
Shipping Ring. Mr Tredwen's views
are not to be taken as representing mer-
chamts who buy goods in Australia. Aus-
tralian merchants consider that the Shi-
pping Ring has freated them with the
reverse of friendliness and econsidera-
tiom, in proof of which the Bill of La-
ding issued by the Ring may he citied
which contains the mest unfair and un-
just clauses.

MINISTER SPEAKS
Australia Likely to Suffer

Melbourne, March 25th,

The Hon, A. Poynton, Australian Mi-
nister for Shipping, has stated that
there i# no place in the world likely to
suffer more than Awustralia by the ac-
tioni of the Shipping Ring. %he great
bulk of its primary products must find
a market overseas and the Commonwea-
Ith Government would not allow them-
selves to be squeezed out. The sugges-
tion that merchamts would not ship by
the Commonwealth Line is ecompletely
answered by Mr. McPherson personally.
Mr. Poynton believed that Australian
merchants are much more patriotic than
Mr. Tredwen seemed to indicate.

SAVINGS BANKS
Commonwealth V States

Melbourne, March 20th,

Mr Watt, Acting Prime Minaster,
has through the press suggested the
amalgamation of the Commonwealth and
State Savings Banks. The Commonwea-
Ith Savings Bank has deposits amuon-
ting to sixteen millions. Mr. Watt, fa-
vours the creation of g Savings Bank
Advisory Board, consisting of the State

" Treasurers. A State would be guaram-

teed a definite proportion of the inecrea-
ged deposits which, if competition conti-
niwe, may be attracted to the Common-
wealth Bank. The Commonwealth is
now paying a lower rate of interest to
avold active competition with the Sta-
tes.

e T R e A A L T R WA 7 S K e i T

STRIKE SETTLED

Melbourne, March 22nd.

Following oni mediation by the Pre-
mier of Vietoria, the' employées of the
Prahran and Malvern tramways have
resumed work.

AYRBOX

oF C Cy OB LI

J.W.L. If you could not draw your
full credit in your paybook prior to
going on leave you {'-J;Illﬂl certainly do
s0 1 London. Oud Bill tells another
story, and 1s. apparently jealous —

SNOWY

Snow ‘was only a Digger

Who came down to the Base,
Took things quietly for a while.
Amil then he made the pace.

He was always yery busy,

% ﬁd mo ﬁ;g}n around in style,
ten ecaught some pretty girls

With his charming smile.

While in town one ewvening,
The Yankees camsed a brawl
Snowy made a lot of threats
But gazed upon it all.

Gave the boys the dinkum oil.
He said « I'm not a padre,
But if T see another brawl,
I'll advertise the cadre. »

Snowy doesn’t give a damn,
He’s just a dinknm Aussie ;
I only wish T knew the ftown.
And had his hittle possie.

K. M. Somebody else sent in that joke
months ago. J.0.I. Dessertation on Pa-
ris « slips ». Wallah sends along a
few lines by way of a sensational con-
tribution : « Won't it be a fair cow
when: the Waaes are demobilised ? »

aeeeeeeeeeeeeee—————————— ]

IMPORTING MACHINERY

Melbourne, March 25th.

The Hon. Walter Massey Greene,
Australian Minister for Customs has an-
nounced, as part of a poliecy to encou-
rage the establishment of new industries
and the development of those existing.
that the Federal Government is pre-
pared to consider applications for Rebate
Duty paid on machinery imported
for the purposes of this expansion
and machinery which ecannot e
made in the Commonwealth, Ap-
plicants should furnish particulars of
the machinery which it was proposed to
import, and proof of the landed cost ;
proof would also have to be fumnished
of the inability of Australian firms fo
manufacture the same.

ENGLAND TO
AUSTRALIA BY AIR

Prize of £10,000

* Melbourne, March 20th.

Mr. Waitt, Aecting Prime Minister,
anmounces that the Commonwealth will
offer a prize of £10.000 for the first suc-
cessful flight from Great Britain to
Australia on a machine manned hy Aus-
tralians.

RCDIGTO09830
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THE DIGGER

The Orchestra will  Orc ”

Conduetor Arthur EDWARDS

INTERSTATE COMMISSION

To Inquire Into Sugir Question

Melbourne, March 27th.
The Australian Minister for Trade
and Customs, The Hon, W. Massy

(3reene, has announced that it has been
decided to put, im the forthcoming ses-
sion of Parliament, the Interstate Com-
mission on a more satisfactory footing.

Messrs Piddington, Lockyer and Mil-
ls, the present members of the inters-
tate Commission, have been appointed
Roysl Commissioners to imquire into
thie sugar question generally and to
furnish a report before the end of June.

———————————————————————————————
COAL PRODUCTION

Melbourne, Mareh 27th.

Mr. Watt, Actinlp Prime Minister of
Australia has amnounced that he has
convened a conference of coalfield pro-
prietors and employees with a view to
arriving at a satisfactory settlement of
various industrial matters relating to
eoal-production.

ﬁ

INITIATIVE ‘
REFERENDUM AND RECALL

Melbourne, March 25th.

At a large public meeting held in
Melbourne Town Hall under the auspi-
cos of thie Australian Referendum Lea-
gue resolutions were passed in favour
of the principle of Imitiative Referen-
dum and Recall.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AUSTRALIAN SHIPBUILDING
First Ship Launched

Melbourme, March 24th.

The 8.8. Delungra the first 5000 ton
stee] merchant vessel built in Australia,
wider the Commonwealth Ship-building
Soheme will be launched on Tuesday at

Walsh Island, New Southr Wales.

H

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCHING
Melbourne, Mareh 26th.

The 8.8. Delungra, the first ship com-
pleted in Australia under the Common-
wealth * Ship-building Secheme, was suc-
cessfully launched im the presence of the
State Govermor and Lady Davidson, and
members of the New South Wales State
Ministry. The Delungra is a steel ship
built on the Isherwood prineiple and 1s
the largest Australian built ship afleat.

i

" FRANCY DRESS DANGE

Successful Function

Gaiety and general good fun marked the
very successful fancy dress dance held in
the Y.M.CC.A., Gymnasium on Friday eve-
ning, March 28 th. Only a limited number
of invitations could be made available to
the Diggers. and there were something like
200 couples on the floor. The ladies came
from the various Q.M.A.A C. and V.A.D,
hostels in Havre and the Lezarde Valley.
Whilst fancy dress was only optional the
majority of those present preferred some
sort of camoullage, and the dresses were
picturesque and varied. Some of the ladies
preferred evening dress as change (rom
fancy dress or their brown uniforms.
Strangly enough the few in evening dress.
appeared to be the only ones not in fancy
dress even though they had donned the
clothing as a camouflage for khaki. Such
was the impression owing to the fact that
the dance had the atmosphére ol peace
times and khaki intermingled with fancy
costumes as though the men wore military
uniforms in preference to civilian clothes.
The gymnasium was well decorated with
flags. From 7 p.m. the daneing was unin-
terrupted and enjoyable. Conducted under
semi-military rules no man is allowed to sit
out a dance il a lady has no partner. That
is the unwritlten law, jand a good one.
There is a great demand for the limited
number of tickets available. It is interesting
to note that there were over 5,000 men in
camp, when only about 200 were wanted
for the dance. So far as it is possible only
the correct number of ladies ars invited.
They are all dancers and so it is necessary
for the Diggers to be dancers and then
there are no ‘' wallllowers ”

After a grand march of fancy costumes
was held the prizes were awarded. Miss
GCox. of Hostel 5 (Q.M.A.A.C.), dressed as
a squaw, secured first prize for the best
original costume, and a lady whose name
was not announced was awarded the prize
for the best dressed, being camouflaged as
a daffodil. The gentlemen’'s prizes were
won by the following :(— Pte Les Edye.
stage manager of the Wattle Birds, dressed
as a rather grotesque Macbeth, and G.Q.
M.S. Bickford (A.G.B.D.) as as mephis-
tophiles.

PAPUAN OILFIEDS
Development Assurred

Melbourne, March 26th.

The Hon. F.M. Glynn, Minister for
Home and Territories, has anmouniced
that an arrangement has been completed
whereby the Imperial Government. and
(‘ommonwealth  shall each  contribute
£50.000 to expedite the development cf
oilfiglds in Papua.
ey

STATE BYE-ELECTION

Nationalist Successful

Sydney, ‘Mareh 24th.

In the bye-election for Pefersham,
New South Wales, Major Shillington Na-
tionalist, (2.633 votes) has been elected.
Mr. Olde the Labour Candidate' polled
2.377 wvotes. | :

e —— e —— e ———————

AFTERNOON AMUSEMENTS

At the A.I.B.D. efforts are being made
to provide amusements for Diggers in the
alternoons as well as in the evenings.
Mr Harper, the Y.M.C.A. oflicer is confid-
ent that these can be carried out at least
four afternoons in each week, and a start
in this direction has already been made.
Another innovation that pleases Diggers
is the free distribution, of cigarettes prior
to their departure to Blighty on a demobil-
isation quota.

ﬁ

HOSPITALITY LEAGUE

Aussies Invited to Homes

SQinee his arrival at the A.L.B.D. Mr.
G.D. Harper has been making addresses
relative' to the International Y.M.C.A.
Hospitality League to Diggers, who are
on demobilisationn quotas, and he has
filled up for them many application
forms to stay in homes when in England
whilst awaiting a boat for Aussie.

Mr. Harper points out that in the
« old country » there are hundreds of
people, who are only too glad tu welco-
me the Digger in g practical manner.
Thoueh there is nothing to pay for this
hospitality he emphasises the fact that
the scheme is mot chart'y, but a ge-
nine desire on the part of the people
of the mother land to have at their
homes a snldier from over-seas, and fo
pive him the opportunity of enjoying a
bit of real family life. The League is
‘n touch with a large mumber of the
kinidest people, who wish to try anl
make up to the Digger all that he is
missing during his absence.

PHOTO ORIENTAL

38, Rue de Paris, 38

Have Your Photo Taken Here
POST CARDS A SPECIALITY
Open Every Day 9 a.m. To 8 p.m.

= SATISFACTION GUARANTEED —
PRICES RIGHT -- PROMPT EXECUTION
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1:,1'-"

-

b’#

ﬁ\’* 4

b

THE DIGGER

A.1.F. STATISTICS
Non-Military employment 2000

Returns issued on March 235th by the
Department for Repatriation and Demobi-
lisation give the following information :

Early repatriation, etc.

On March 22nd the privileges granted to
members of the A.I.F. totalled as follow :-
discharges (outside Australia) 5% oflicers
and 802 other ranks ; early repatriation 416
oflicers and 2,367 other ranks : non-militar Yy
employment 469 officers and 1,534 other
ranks; extended leave 21 officers and 83
other ranks.

Dependents

For the week ended March 22nd there

‘were 90 marriages of Australian soldiers

in the United Kingdom. The embarkations

- ol dependents totalled 1,360 leaving an ap-

proximate total of 11.400 dependents vet to
embark.
Non-Military Employment

The number engaged in non-military em-
loyment in the United Kingdom on March
Eﬁnd totalled 2,000 made up as follow : en-
gaged in industrial pursuits, 1,373 : engag-
ed in various businesses 220 : attending
courses at British Universities 67 : attend.

iﬂﬁ courses at British schools and colleges
340. |

Munition and War Workers

For the week ended March 22nd the em-
barkation of munition and war workers
totalled 781 bringing the total embarkations
to date to 2,816. There are still 4,736 vet to
leave.

%
ENGLISH DISPENSARY

AU PILON D'OR

20, Place de |I'Hotel-de-Ville
| Havre

Opposite Public hardena

The most up to date stock
of French & English Preparations

All Prescriptions accurately
dispensed

TOILET NECESSITIES

o e e 2 % ik kT R ek O o

"THE BLIGHTY SHOP

(Mlle BOUSSEKRY)

34, RUE DE PARIS, 34

A choice selection of
GIFTS and SOUVENIRS

Brooches, Jewellery, Silk Handkerchiets
EMBROIDERED POSTCARDS
Cigarette Cases - All Kinds of Fancy Good.

ENGLISH SPOKEN
ANY PARCEL CAN BE SENT HOME

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

WITH THE WATTLE BIRDS

Entertainers Entertained

On Monday night the Wattle Birds were
billed to perform at the Lismore Cinema.
The large building was packed. the orches-
tra had peeled off'a bright overture and the
show had just begun to warm up, when
the lights failed. It looked like a ‘¢ wash-
out”, but Sgt Arthur Edwards went to the
piano and led his orchestra in popular airs
to which three V.A.D." s and 1997 diggers
chimed in lustily. The time honored * Ma-
demoiselle from Armentieres ” was sung
and ** Beautiful Katie ”, said to be the
national anthem of the Aussies at Charleroi,
was well supported by members of Number
21 quota. Harry Curtis ** pickled " on his
picolo and Joe Newton played a cornet solo.
Good old Joe.

When the lights came up again a greal
yell from 2000 throats must have shoolk the

. the building badly because the lights went

out a second time. However, the perfor-
mers were held in readiness: and, after
some coaxing by a patient electrician. the
lights: once more shone brightly. All
through the unfortunate happenings difle-
rent sections of the house would burst out
in song. Just where the oflicers usually sit
a familiar chorus was struck up and
discordant notes fell on listening ears. They
seemed to get tangled up in the ** last bar'".
Folks usually do.

The Wattle Birds did their best when it
was certain that the lights would hold out.
In spite of the many disconcerting episodes,
it is doubted whether a large audience was
more happily entertained than when the
lights went out and darkness cast it's magic
spell over the crowd.

It is a cause for extreme regret that
there were not more than three ladies
present.

e :

Hockey

The A 1. B.D. met the General Base
Depots tommies at hockey on March the
28th, Pte H.E. Smith taking the game in
hand. Right from the start the tommies
made good headway, combining well with
each other. The Aussies made many fine
breaks-away, but spoiled many an opport-
unity. From a scrimmage the tommies
opened the score with a goal, and for a
long time afterwards their defence stood
firm. Eventually, however, the score was
made even. The concluding stages ol the
game were last and exciting Bartlett beat
the tommies’ defence more than once, and
had hard luck in not putting his team in the
lead. The game, which was one of the
best ever l'mlfd in these parts, ended in a
draw, each side scoring one goal.

CAFE - RESTAURANT
“MAJESTIC’

lllllllllllll IIlllllllIIIIIIIII-lIlllllhIllllll-il

7., Place Gambetta (near the Grand-Thealre)

PRIVATE ROOM - THE OFFICERS’ RENDEZ-VOUS
Service & la Carte - Grill-Room

AMERICAN BAR

COCKTAILS A SPECIALITY ENGLISH BEERS
Afternoon Tea — Moderate Price

FRENCH GIRL’S LETTER FOUND

To Whom It May Concern

The following letter. written from a place
out of bounds, has been found by our relig-
ious editor whilst strolling near the officers’
quarters this week. Any officer, giving
proof that itbelongs to him,may have same
on application. The letter reads: - My Dear
Puss Puss, It was a long time such you me
seen, and surely if me meet you it would
be for me difliculty hecause ‘when I meet
you before it was very dark but I like to
write to pretty boy then my friend austral-
lan. L am happy you live before the railway
because it is not incommode you me visite
still. You smile yet, if yes, it was very good
for you. It me pleases that of me there is a
wish me go the danses of the offisiers, if
you prefere. Me is confututined for me
that it is a pleasure for mine to have
received of which there was one. If for vou
there is an ignorance, should for you to
have the kindnes$ to me tell. Tout dévouée.

%
WOUNDED AND MISSING BUREAU

A change has been made at the Red
Uross wounded and missing department
at the Base. Mr C.R. Riddell who has
been in charge for some weeks has re-
turned to Enjgland. His place has been
taken by Lieut Hays, who was enga-
ged in similar work up the line. Lieut
Hays is desirous that all men- passing
through the Depots should give any
information they can of killed and mis-
sing comrades,

Diggers !
A REAL SOUVENIR of ART ETCHINGS

of the most familiar places on and 6
6 near Western Front

1 an"c at 1%3‘:1&?&“?;3!?]”“_!&‘." 1 FR'nl NC

Mailed to any address — Postage extra

For Troops visiting Havre
CRYSTAL-PALACF (Y. M. O A
HAIR DRESSING SALOON

Hair Cut - Shave - Shampoo
— Massage *—

HOT AND COLD SHOWERS
Up-to-date -:- Moderate Prices -:- Open all day -

TEPPLPLLLPLPLLT
“vor TELEGRAMS

YOUR
to ‘Australia and New Zealand

13 !é‘.'.g g 2 99
—

Company s Main Station :

¢ Eloctea House, Finsbury Pavement, LONDON, 2. C

and Branch Offices:

Also Offices in Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Cardiff,
Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpooi, Manchester,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Porthcurnow.

THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH (Co, Limited
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About Diggers

Miss Doig has returned to the Hamil-
ton Hut after a month’s Blighty leave.
Miss Kirkpatrick has been visiting Ftra-
tat.

The two children of No. 3 Coy had
a holiday at Il Havre last week and
returned home rather late—it was about
999999 hours aceording to the time mi-
litaire. Kach thought the other had
won a Y.(U. and that such honor entit-
led him to ecall out the guard. They
had to do something like this in order to
be condueted to their hut, which some-
how had got mixed up with others in
the Depot. In answer to « guard turn
out », the men doing that job didn’t
appear at all pleased, but fortunately a
belated vin blane fatigue party arrived
on the seene to assist them.

At the Diggers’ fancy dress dance
the other night « Chum » who has alre-
ady appeared elsewhere as an Anzac of
Gallipoli and an officer, came out in a
new disguise. He went as a Q.I. form,
but did not winl ‘the prize. 1f he had ca-
mouflaged himself as a Vietoria Cross
winner and told the gathering the exci-
ting battle stories that he has related
to his staff friends at the A.T.B.D., he
would have got something even 1f it
were only looks of amazement.

Bert Monochan, who as the « parson
who slipped » and « the stage carpen-
ter » caused much laughter whén he
appeared with the Wattle Birds Con-
ceat Party has just passed through the
Australian Base Depots en route for
Australia. During the few days spent
mostly in sergeants’ messes Bert had
many happy reunions. _

There i1s a rumour of divoree procee-

* ITn Australia’’ and "'The Boys of the
Old Battalion»», the two popular Aus-
tralian songs written by Capt. G. C.
Neech, of the 9th Batt., are to be ob-
tained at the « Digger » office or at
Y. M. C. A. Huts. Price 2/- or 2. 118
60 ets. each.

ll'll-llli.lil-l
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KURSAAL - GINEMA

22. Rue de Paris, 22

Every Day, from 2.30 — 7 p.m.
CONTINUOUS PROGRAMME

Evening Performance : 8.30

PRICHS

Rear Stalls : 2.50.
Stalls : 1.10. Front Stalls :
 Gallery, Side Galleries : 0.60

0.70

Finest English & American Films

Y
THE WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN

CHARLIE CHAPLIN

also

FATTY & BILLY WEST
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tle Birds concert paity

dinjgs 1n an officers’ mess « somewhere
in Rouelles. » Names, of course, eannot
be published, but the parties concernmed
are  two mademoiselles amnd g subal-
tern. It is not said whether the case wull
be heard in the Palais de Justice or the
Diggers’ Mess.

The Digger, who teaches Waacs at
Camp B how to Jass, now makes the
extraordinary statement that many V.
A.D)’s are desirous of having similar
lessons. There has been a rush of apph-
canits. d

Pte J. Gooddhild, the eartoonist on
the Digger staff, has just veturned from
Liondon after completing a contract for
the publication of a set of art, etchings
for sale as posteards. The sketches are
of the most familiar places on and near
the Western front. The packet of six
cands will be sold for one frane. Pte
Goodehild’s work 1s of high quality.
and the opportunity 1o ,obtain these
excellent’ souvenirs should mnot be mis-
seul

Jack Tiller, the mimie who appeared
with the Kookaburra Conicert Party (5th
Division), is at present at the Base.
Jack was here some months ago as a
member of the Australs, which were
afterwands absovbed by the Kookaburras.
According to Jack demobilisation has
resulted in the popular concert party
ceasing to exist.

Set H. Tredea, one of the pillars of
the A.G.B.D. Sergeants’ Mess, has been
removed to the 21st Demobilisation Quo-
ta, thus causing wa vacancy for a pre-
sident and a toeasurer. A 1915 mam,
Sgt Tredea, was originally in the 6th
Light Horse, but the latter part of
his military career has been more hap-
pily spent in this district where he has
specialised in dinners at Le Havre with
French mpeople, with whom he has been
as popular as with- the Diggers.

Segt Bickforld avid Corp Larcen cele-
hrated their birthdays last Sunday. ‘but
fortunately mnot together, as ®such am
amalgamation wonld®have been too much
for the guests, The only thing that
anyone seems to remember about either
funetion is that no padres were present.

The female impersonator of the Wat-
v held an « at
heme » in his boudoir at the Lismore
(Yinema last week on the occasion of
his birthday (home papers please copy.)

Recently there have heen several Y.
M.C.A. changes at the Base. Mr Potter
has arrived from Paris as suceessor 1o
(Captain H. Peake. but he will not re-
main at the Geelong Hut for many
weeks as a permanent appointment is
to be made later.Mr. Harper is in charge
at the A.L.B.D. Mr ILies Judd is the
Base Leader.

THE QUALITY .
BOOT POLISH

OIVES A
BRILLIANT, QUICK, & LASTING SHINE

OBTAIMNABLE I~
BLACK.TAN, PATENT, LIGHT TAN,
DARK TAN, BROWN & OX BLOOD.

HEPFT 8% ALL LEADINC BOOT A CROGERY STORLS

ASK ror "KIWI"

Manufactured by:

KIWI1 POLISH COY.Pty.Ltd
741-7138 Fulham Road. LONDON (sw, 6
ALSO AT MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA

ANZAC SPORTS

Souvenir Programmes Free

It has been decided to lawve printed
5000 programmes. for the sports to be
held at Rouelles on Friday, April the
25th, the anmiversary of the landing
of Australian troops at Gallipoli. These
programmes ave very elaborate and ar-
tistic in design, anid will make excellent
souvenirs. They are being printed at a
very high cost, and visitors will ‘be
chapged ome franc each for them. A
free distribution, however, will be made
to Diglgers.

The programme of the sports, whieh
finish at 5 p.m., has already been pu-
hlished in The Digger. Boxing coniests
will be held from that time unfil 7 p.
m., after whic¢h dancing will take place
at the Y.M.C.A. Gymnasium. [t is an:
ticipated that there will be a large
rumber of ladies both at the sports and
the dance.A number of entries for®the dif-
ferent events and contests have - ready
heen received. and g satisfacrore total
are assurred, especially” from the Ameri-

cams, who are wvery keepr on  evenitg
things up with the Aussies, 1n  fact,
their athletic dimector las been given

instruetions to go full steam aheard with
training. Application forms ean be ob-
tained at the Y.M.C.A. Gymmnasium,

OBITUARY
Sydney, March 23rd.

The death of Mr. John English, Lord
Mayor of Sydney, 1s announced.

LONDON

THE

DIGGERS’
REST

—— e

SHAFTESBURY
HOTEL
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FOOTBALL

' Australian Game
19th Quotas V 20th Quota

Last Sunday an excellent game of
Australian League football was played
between the 19th Demobilisation Quota
(4th Division) aud the 20th Quota (5th
Division). Up till half-time the seoring
was very cven, there only being one

‘goal between| the teams. A strong wind

favoured each =ide in alternate quar-
ters, but in the last stage of the game
1t had almost died down, In the second
halt the 20th Quota added 4 goals 8
behinds to their oppouents’ I goal I
Lehind, and won the match by 6 goals
16 belinds to 2 goals 9 behinds. Lack
of trainiydg was the cause of the defeat
of the 19th, who seem to have been rTun
almost to a standstill towards the con-
clusion of the game. The 20th Band
played selections during the afternoon.

Base V. 21st Quota

On the following day, Monday, a
combined Base team met No. 21 Quota
and the mateh was watched by a wvery
large number of enthusiastic spectators.
Considerable amusement was caused by
the supporters of the quota calling their
representatives soldiers, and referring
to their opponents as wallahs, some of
whiom ‘had seem very much more service
in the ling than the « soldiers », but
« ga ne fait rien », as the « chiacking »
was devoid of any 11l feeling, and was
taken in the spirit in which it was
meant. The game havdly scomed to ha-
ve commenced when the Base obtained
a ‘goal, but a minute later their oppo-
nents retaliated and evened the score.
The match was very fast up till half
fime when the Base were 18 points in
the lead. Several well knewn professio-
nal League men were playinl including
Minogne (Collingwood), TFason (Gee-
long) Bushbridge (Issendon), O’Brien
(Port Melbourne), Strugnel (West Tor-
rens) and others. No. 21 Quota had the
best of the play in the third guarter,
and at the commencement of the last
quarter 1t looked as if they had a good
winning chance, but Strugnel amd Da-
vies for the Base put the game be-
vond all doubt by each kicking a goal
from almost the centre of the field. The
final scores were :—Base, 11 goals 10
béhinds (76 points) ; 2Ist Quota, 7
goals 14 behinds (56 points). The mateh,

which finished as it had begun with .

the greatest excitement, is regarded ge-
nerally as the best held this wear. Al-
though the 21st quota lost by 20 points

. they scoved as frequently as the « wal-

lahs », but their less aceurate shooting
for goal was the cause of their defeat. |

Soccer

The unbeaten team of the 9th Brigade
defeated a Canadian team from Le Ha-
vre last week by 6 goals to mil on the
Con Camp grounid.
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WHAT AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS SAY

( Typical Exitracts from Letters)

1 PRIVATE P. O’NEIL l
( ) Australian Imperial Force, France

h. I had to make nightly trips up with rations, this is rather ticklish work as the roads are constantly
being shelled. The continual strain at last told on me, and it was getting worse and worse, until one
of my chums put me on to Phosferine, and T am glad to say that it worked, and I am once again fit.”

2 FRIVATE W. J. CLARK
( ) 8th Batt, 2nd Brigade, Australian Imperial Force, France

“ We had a pretty rongh time towards the end of last year, shells and bombs day and night. The
man who is not wounded pays the price in another direction, nerves ; mine went, so I looked round
for a remedy, heard of Phosferine and tried it ; it did the trick and now I feel like a new man."

3 CORPORAL C. McGHAY :
( ) Dispatch Rider, Australian Imperial Force, France

* I was motor dispatch riding in France aud had a pretly lively time through continually b ing on
the roads under heavy shell fire, the result of which was that my nerves gave way and 1 had to be
returned to England. I w:s recommended to try Phosferine, and after taking it for a shrrt while
I felt quite well again.”

‘ 4 PRIVATE F. J. DONOVAN

( ) ist Anzac Headguarters, France

“In Gallipoli, Phosferine Tablets did me yeoman service wnd proved a veritable godsend during
those ghastly days in the Peninsula. A return of the old fever trouble withdrew me from the line,
and but for the fortifying influence of Phosferine T might possibly not have been writing this,”

5 J. W. TINDAL
( ) 19th Batt, Ausiralian Imperial Force, France

“1 found Phosferine a splendid nerve tonie and physical recuperative. After joining up with the
Australian Imperial Forces Phosferine continued to prove of great value in negativing the effects of
the sudden change from clerical work to military duties ; it provided a reserve of energy.”

{

These valiant Australian soldiers exemplify the great part Phosferine plays in enabling them to
overcome suffering and the most extreme exertions. No special effort exhausts the energy of
these valiant men, no extra hardships break down their endurance, because Phosferine recha ges
their systems with the vitality to survive all the rigours daily experienced. :

Wher you require the Best Toniec Medicine, see you get

PHOSFERINE

A PROVEN REMEDY FOR

Nervous Debility Exhaustion " Nerve Shock Faintness Rheumatiam
uenza Neuralgia L.oss of Appetite Brain Vag Heandache
igestion Maternity Weakneass Lassitude Anmemia . Hysreria

Sleeplesaness Premature Decay Neuritis Backache Sciatics

Phosferine has a world-wide repute for curing disorders of the nervous system
more completely and speedily, and at less cust than any other preparation.
SPECIAL SERU[CE NOTE Phosferine is made in Ligquid and Tablets, the Tablet form bgiﬂg paﬂiguiaﬂ!
canvenient for men on ACTIVE SERVICE, travellers, &c. It can be used
any time, anywhere; in accurate doses, as no water is needed. The 58 tube 15 small encugh to carty in the pockey, and containg
doses, Your sallor or soldier will be the better for Phosferine —send him a tube of tablets, Saold by all Chemists, Stores, &g,
he 3/- size contains nearly lour times the 1/3 size. -

PROPRIETORS: ASHTON & PARSONS, LTD. LA BELLE S?2UVAGE, LONDON, E.C. ¢

. "I.r-'\-i.-_-."-p-._——-.-—.-._-—;l—l-l-A ial N L-|_' = - —
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BETWEEN DRINKS

4 BY PIQUANT

Sincge so many of the Aussies have
retuined to the home land and have
become aequainted for the first fime
with their babies the following dialo-
gue between 3 returned Anzac and a
Little Digger sums up the case rather
effectively —

Little Digger : « Did you know me,
Dad, before I was borm ? »

Retummed Anzae : « No ! Bill,

Little Dig : « Did Mummy know me
before I was borm ? »

Returned Anzac : « No ! Bill

Little Dig « Then  how did you
know it was me ? »

A
& %

Imaginary Conversation No. 15

Mother (to returned soldier at fea
table) « Son, will you please pass the
sugar 7 »

Ex-Digger :

F e Yes 1t you ealilt: ...
reach 1t. »

*
* ¥

Joe : « What did you think of the
old padre’s sermon this morning ? »

Bill : (not impressed) « Sounded as
if he was talking ini his sleep. »

Quota Dag : (butting im) « Very like-
ly. He talked in mine. »

*
# %

Stand Easy

Four weary years went slowly by.

While battles were beinie fought sir !

And troops were trained in many ‘ways,

But most things went for nought sir !

Slope arms and port, then ground your
arms, ,

In orders gruff or wheezy,

But sergeants knew we were not trained

Till we ecould all STAND EASY.

When on parade the Coloniel said,

« Now, listen to the oil sir ! »

And if you at attention stand,

Your blood begins to boil sir !

If he just says « P’rade, stand-at-ease »
In manner bright and breezy,

You go the whole hog for you know

He meant you to STAND EASY.

When days were hot and paidres swore,
And sweat ram down vour back sir !
In marching order you were dressed,
With mighty heavy pack sir !
You've marched along the dusty roads,
And got so tired and g@reasy ;

You felt a damm sight worse howe’er,
If the heads forgot STAND EASY.

We've had a run of joys and woes,

A digeger’s lot is hard sir !

Sometimes you’ve found a cushy job
And you’re mot on the cards sir !
But there are joys that make us glad
Though it be cold and freezy
Ourshearts seem light and all is bright
When the «Major» roars STAND EASY.

When we, have left this life behind
We mean this army life sir !
We’ll go to work, but not for long ;
We ecan’t endure the strife sir !

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

We'll grow old fast and tell our elerks .

I tones worn weak and wheezy,

Just work a few more minutes, please !

Then the whaole damn shop STAND
EASY.

The show was closing. The orches-
tra had risen to play the national an-
them. A tired Digger got up to walk
cut. His friewld called to him :—e« Why
not stay and sing God Save the King '? »
His friend replied : « What’s the use?
We saved him. » \

*
-
Ist Base Wallah : « Where are you
coing white that chain measure ? »
2n ditto « I'm going to measure off
a property I've just bought. »
Ist B.W. « Going to live here ? »
2ud iditto : « Sure ! I hike the vallley
of the Lezarde and the historical sur-
rownidings. »

#
¥ ¥

A well known officer in the Base (to
1 brother officer who had just returned
from Niee) : « I’'m thinking of going
to Ttaly before returning to Australha.
Have vou been through Italy 2 »

Brother Officer : « I have heen Tou-
rin sinice the Armistice. »

5
¥ ¥

Prospective contributor to « Digger »
« How much do you give for printing
an article in your paper ? »

Our reply . « If it was particularly

‘good we would ingert it foee of charge. »

=
% %

- Returned Officer to a dear old friend:.

¢ You'll be glad to have Bisley mee-
ting revived now that the peace bells
are TInging. »

Veterani Aussie  Rifle Champion.
« Yes, but there’ll be some poor sco-
rinjg. You see there’s been mno seripus

- shooting for the past four yearrs »

e
* ¥

An officer at the Base informed *the
mess orderly that he was wvery fomd of
porridige and asked if he might have a
large plate of that edible. At moom, he
saidl he was fond of soup and asked for
a large portion. At tea time the orderly
placed a cup of tea before the officer
anid  politely memarked « Sorry sir,
but we have no large cups of tea. »

Basket Ball
Aussies D_afaat Yanks

The 1mpression gained from the bas-
ket-ball match between the Australiams
and the Americans at the Y.M.C.A.
Gymnasium Jlast week, was that the
Digeers had been so successful in lear-
ning the Ameriean game that they were
able to soundly defeat a  well represen-
tative team from that country.The mateh

« last weelk was the second In succession

in which the Australians had won deci-
sively, Their conicerted work was better ;
individually superior and in throwing
for goal more certain. There was no

doubt about the vesult of the game.
From fthe ouwtset the Australiomk gained
the lead and gradually drew away from
their opponents, American skill only
came 1n flashes, At times their eomcer-
ted work carried the ball into the terri-
tory of the Awustralians, but, if they

were not successful in scoring quickly,

they were doomed to failure owing to
the excellent individual and coneerted
play by Alick Eason and Lieut Snow.
The latter's height is a great advamtage
when preventine opponents from thro-
wing at the bmﬁ;ﬂt He 1s also fast and
aggressive, and ‘his determined quick
work, when v a tight corner, foiled the
Americans time and again. Fason 1is
ome of the leading  footballers in the
Vietorian League, and was captain of
the Geelong team. He 1z 1n great form
at present both as a footballer amid bas-
ket-baller. As back, he played about the
most consistent and reliable game in the
room. His play was faultless. The dash
with which he and Mr Snow' relieved
gave Mr Judd and Geonge Keane repea-
ted opportunties which they used to the
best advontage. All the Australians did
well throughout the comtest but Kason.
Snow, Judd and Keane were the most
prominent. For the first half the Aus-
tralian team  consisted of My Judid,
Major Phillips, Lieut Manflow, Ptes
Eason and Farrer, but after the inter-
val Lieut Snow and Pte George Keane
veplaced Major Phillips and Lieut Mar-
low. . The scores were : .

Half' Time
Australians =oilcn L e e 14 points
158 TS R L e R DY 6 points
Final
AnStralians o is s v tia. . v 29 points
A IRCTICUIIS. 7 e s b Mo ey .. 17 points

The scorers for the Australians were:
Eason, Judd. Snow, and Keane.

Anssiﬂé_ﬁﬂaiﬂ V.AD. Hostel

(By Digger)

In return for the sparkling social evenin
given them by the Commandant an
members of No 4, V.A D. Hostel a short
time ago, a party of 25 Aussies from the
Australian Base Depots sprung a surprise
party on the ‘‘ Diggers Paradise ” on
Thursday evening, March 27th. All the
arrangements were in the hands of Sgts
Gladstone and Sig Jock Taylor, and
everything blossomed to success far beyond
anticipation. An advance guard in the
person of the ** Jddy-Umpty " specialist
reconnoitred the Monte Bello [ront early
in the evening, and arranged for the raid
to take place at 7 p.m. Sharp to time the
human barrage of sloush hatted mirth,
langhter and musical company crashed on
the temple of British Beauty, and in a few
seconds Monte Bello was taken by storm.
The proceedings begun with a whist drive
and, later, there was musie and games.
Gallant Bill Bailey was in excellent form
and his rendering of * Drinking 7 and
“ Trumpeter "’ brought rounds of applause.
It was a great night and the 25 Diggers
deeply appreciated the able manner in
which the Commandant and members of
the Hostel assisted to make the evening so
highly successlul.

-
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BOXING AT NO 8 GAMP

Australians Win Three Contests

An interesting boxing programme was
held at Camp 8, on Thursday March

 2ith. Four Aastralians were engaged,

three of whom were smecesstul, the
fourth' resulting in a draw., The pro-
gramme was arranged by the members
of the old Lezarde Valiey Athletic Club
which eceased to exist when the camps
were reorganised uunder the demobilisa-
tton scheme. An aeroplane hamgar had
Leen ‘erected in whiech to hold the con-
tﬂait.-s, Capt  Merrifield, A.L.F., refer-
red.

Pte O'Grady (ALF.) and Pte Hutt
(R.A.5.C.)  opened the programme.
(F’Grady 1s a very willing type of boxer
who forves the pace from the outset.
He fears mo owe and the rapidity of
his  blows, whether they land or not,
keeps his opponents going their « har-
dest. » Hutt is a havd hitter, but
O'Grady soon had him on the defen-
sive. The Tommy is a strong boy and
the exchanges were lively, There was
a good deal of close fighting in which
Hutt scored to the body. In the thind
round O Grady’s quick dootwork and
side  stepping gave Hutt mo mest. A

terrific uppercut by the Australian fai-

led, and 1 some dlose work Huftt scored
with a series of jabs, rips and chops.
At this stage it appeaved as if the In-
glishman was weaping O’'Grady down.
There was too much wrestling and elo-
se fighting. O'Grady attacked vigorously
i the fourth round. They were « hit-
ting to kill. » The Australian landed a
strong uppercut. He was smothering
well,” Fortunately for hoth men most of
the heavy blows missed or were suceess-
fully’ blocked.. IDespite the strenuous-
mess of the contest the last two rounds
were fought ot a fast pace. O'Grady did
most of the aftacking, but each offen-
sive was solidly met. The Australian
was leading on peints when the final
gong sounded, and secured the verdict.

Pte Parrvott (A.I1.F.) met Pte Waller
(R.ASC) in a four mounds contest.
They looked a good mapeh in the ring,
fairly tall and well proportioned. Par-
rott opened cautioudly. They were con-
tent to stanld off and box. Parrott sco-
red early with his left. He smothered
effectively, and stopped the Tommy’s
rushes with his left. The Australian bo-
xedd with more certainty than Waller.
He did all the leading in the third
round and scored with left and right to
tace. The Tommy was severely troubled
and the gong was welcomed. The brief
respite  benefited Waller who opened
the last round strongly. Pawmott still
maintained the advantage and boxing
his man kept well ahead. Waller, in
a quick piece of work, broke through
Parrott’s defence and landed a heavy
right onl the mose. Waller followed his
advanmtage amd scored again. Parrott
staggered - before the offensive and the
ruby flowed freely. It was an exciting
moment. Affer leading right through
the fight it looked as if the Australian
was goinly to be knocked out; but he
managed to smother successfully and
then the gong sounded. Parrott was
awarded the decision on pointds.
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Pte Bruce (A.ILE.) boxed a draw
with Rfn Wheeler (K.R.R.C.). The
Tommy had the advantage in weight,
and for the first two rounds Bruce took
matters very cautiously. Wheeler was
the aggmessor anid landed a short right
hoolk to the jaw. Bruce did mot appear
at all sure of his man. Wheeler landed
a right to the head. Bruce smothered
frequently and was kept on the defen-
sive. Sound advice from Pte Gurney
(A.I.F.) to DBruce made a difference
when the third rounkd opened. Bauce
brought his right stromgly into play.
He had the Tommy fightin Stl'ﬂnw?y
on the defence. Wiheeler a.tfacliﬂl in the
fourth round and  scored with both
hands. Bruce smothered and in a trice
attacked the Englishman seoring with
both hamds. The decision, a draw, was
a, good ome.

Pte Perey Young (A.I.F.) and Dwr
Stubbo (R.F.A.) provided the final com-
test. The Tommy was no mateh for the
Australian. In the first round he attac-
ked from all sides and at all amgles,
and one woniders if Stubbo had seen
or felt such a whirlwind before. Youne
danced / vound the ring with alaerity
that quite confused Stubbo. In the
second round (Stubbo was in a bad way.
A heavy left to the jaw sent him down
for 6 seconids. He rose somewhat rattled
and gamely faced the Australia only
to go down againl for eight. He rose
again and the occipital punch sent him
down again ang the eontest ended.

Sgt Billy Meeske and Pte Reville re-
peated their interesting exhibition of
ju-jitsu.

BIG BOXING NIGHT

To be Held in Grand Theatre

Aussies to Meet Leading Yanks

Mr Les Judd, Australian Y.M.C.A., is
busy making arrangements for a big boxin
and wrestling night to be held in the Gran
Théatre, Le Havre, on Tuesday, April
22nd. The Australians to be matched are
Sgt Billy Meeske, ex-middleweight cham-
pion wrestler of Australia, who has an
unbeaten record as a light heavyweight
champion, and the following boxers: - Ptes
Percy Young, Bruce, Gurney, and Lee,
and Gnr H. Cox. The records of these men
are well known in the Havre distriet. At
least four Americans, who have been
suceessful in the Paris competitions, are to
oppose an equal number of Australians.

eeske will meet an American champion.
The arrangements are only in their initial
stage, but it is hoped to amnounce the
matches at an early date. Mr Judd is also
in communication with Georges Carpentier,
the champion boxer of France, to give an
exhibition on the same night. He is hopeful
ol the famous French athlete accepting the
invitation

CIELO WINS OAKLEIGH PLATE

e
Melbourne, March 26th.

~ Result of the Oakleigh Plate : —
Cielo (1), Molly’'s Robe (2), Blue Cross
(3). Betting 12 to 1 against the winmer.

Y.M.C.A, FIXTURES

Y

Lismore Cinema

SUNDAY — Service. 530 p.m.
MONDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p.m.
TUESDAY — Lantern Service. 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p.m.
THURSDAY — R.G.A. Orchestra 7 p.m.
FRIDAY — Lecture 6.15p.m. (PereyAllen)
Canadian London Party 7 p.m. ;
- SATURDAY — Lecture 6.135 p.m (Miss
Baxter) Gym display 7 p.m.

A. 1. B. D. Cinema

SUNDAY — Service. 5.30 p.m.

MONDAY — Miss Hitchin's Party, 7p.m.

TUESDAY — Gymn. display 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY — Service. 7 p.m.

THURSDAY — Waittle Birds 7 p. m.

FRIDAY — Lecture 5 30p.m.(Miss Baxter
Dieppe Rep. Coy. 7 p.m.

SATURDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p.m.

Gymnasium

MONDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9.30
to 11 a.m. Diggers Dance, 6.30p.m.
TUESDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9 30
11 a.m. Folk Dancing Class, 14 a.m.
X WEDNESDAY — Officers Dancing Class,
p.m. '
THURSDAY — Basket Ball Practice, 7.30p.m
FRIDAY — Diggers Dance, 6.30 p.m.

e S

SUCCESSFUL GYMNASTS

The Gymnastic team, which was formed
in the days of the old Con Camp, is doing
remarkably good work at présent. As an
amusement company, the team are giving
shows at least four nights a week at the
A.G.B. D, A.L. B. D. and at the British,
Canadian and American camps. The phy-
sical director is Mr Judd (Y.M.C.A) and
the display of pyramids, exercises in the
various departments of gg‘mn&stics, Rus-
sian dancing, tumbling and ju jitsu create
the greatest interest wherever the show
is ]l)ut on. At each display at the Crystal
Palace, Havre. this popular rendez-vous is
crowded with thousands. The team is ma-
king a name for Australian athleticsbefore
so many large audiences of British and
Allied soldiers.

Y.M.C.A. BALANCE SHEET

Large Free Distributions

In the balance sheet of the Y.M.C.A. for
the six months ended September 30, 1918,
the free distribution inthe United Kingdon
and France totalled £ 22.791-16-1. The
amount expended out of general fund for
free distribution was £ 15,525-11-10. The
total profit on all canteen operations in
these countries was £ 7,446-5-3, which was
transferred to [ree distribution fund. The
prices of articles sold at the institutions of
the Association is determined by the
Expeditionary Force Canteens.

X" aufcLE. 7. RUS VOLTAIRE — HAVE .
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WHAT AUSTRALIA EXPECTS

MR WATT'S SPEECH ON NATIONAL AIMS
MANDATORY GOVERNMENT IN PACIFIC ISLANDS - REIMBURSEMENT FROM GERMANY FOR THE COST OF THE WAR - FISCAL FREEDOM

Mr. Watt, Acting Prime Minister, at
the gathering of the Vietorian Cham-
ber of Manufactures last night, said
that the Federal Parliament would meet
as early as the deliberations of the
Peace Uonference would permit, and
deal with the the tariff. Australia re-
quired to be made more replete in res-
pect of necessary industries, both pri-

mary and secondary, than in the past. -

Lhe future of the world for perhaps a
century is being settled in Paris, things
pregnant with fate for the future of
Australia are hanging in the balance.
The Prime Minister is there fighting
with the full approval of the people
of Australia for three things : one was
the future of the German colonies in
the Western Paecific in the interests both
of the safety of Australia and the well
being of the inhabitants of the islands.
Australia should control these, he belie-
vell, because every indication pointed
that way. That struggle which My,
Hughes had sustained since November
until now will work in their favour,
and Australia would be granted at least
a mandatory Government in those is-
lands, the possession of which meant
everything to the security of future
generations in this eountry.

The Prime Minister is also advoca-
ting Australia’s legitimate claims a-
gainst the brokenm German Fmpire and
people for reimburSsement of some of
the cost of the war. If the claim be
not advanced strenuously and success-
fully two or three generations would
have 'to bear the blighting effect of a
huge burden of taxation.

Mr. Hughes is fighting also for the
fiscal freedom of this part of the Bri-
tish Empire, and he (Mr. Watt) wit-
hout the slightest hesitation, and spea-
king for a unanimous cabinet, said that
whatever might be the basis of peace,
Australia, could not surrender its fiscal
rights, but must control its own desti-
nies in this matter, and must have
the right as an intelligent progressive
demoeracy, to determine wunder what
conditions and standards of comfort its
people should live.

Hesmade no prediction as to the
success of the League of Nations, but
it earried with it a gospel full of hope
for the human race. Whether they be-
lieved the experiment would succed or
not, they must work for it. There was
everything , to gain and nothing to lose

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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by a trial of this great experiment but
a League of Nations was mnot the only
thing mecessary. What Australia also
wanted was a league of the whole
nation to work unitedly for its welfare
and safety.

IS IT BOLSHEVISM ?

There was unfortunately arising in
Australia a spirit that bid fair to chal-
lenge the spirit of Bolschevism. Many
people thoughtless and unheeding, be-
lieved this was a new doctrine invol-
ving the re-incarnation of man. Were
they going to one of the least educa-
ted countries of the world to learn les-
sons of liberty ? He did not believe
history would read the recent outbreaks
of Bolshevism in any country in the
world as anything but an un orgivable
crime., After detailing the doctrines of
the Russian soviets as set forth in a
pamphlet printed in Australia, which
he said made one wonder how anyone
ouside g lunatic asylum could adopt
them, Mr Watt stated that the Com-
monwealth Government would use the
gnme.-rs it had to preserve law and or-
er, and prevent Bolshevik excesses, if
necessary, 1t would go even to the
length of deportation. The. Government
looked for strength in the community
to put down the illicit exercise of force.
He ventured to think that the great
heart of Australia would remain sound.

GONE HOME SINCE NOVEMBER 301

Number Rapidly Increasing
Progressive Total 52,295

From November 30th, 1918, to March
31st, last, a total of 52,295 members of
the A.I.F., dependents ‘and war wer-
kers had left the United Kingdom for
Australia. The usual weekly return is-
sued on April 1st showed that on March
<9th a total of 45.953 memblers of the
A.LLF. and 4.179 dependents and war
workers had embarked. A supplementa-
1y return issued: smbsequently increased
the grand total to the number mentio-
ned. The transports which sailed for
Ausiralia during the period from March
2ord to 31st were : Cluny Castie, Czar,
Port Demison, Karoa, Port Macquarie,
City of Poona, Khyber and Wandilla.

’ .

DIGGERS’ PALAIS DE DANSE

Folies du Printemps

0-0

The unsuspecting mind has probably not
understood the reason why a gang nly car-
penters is so busy in The Deﬁ erecting a
spacious platform. The Dell is suggestive
of an amphitheatre in the earth Surroun-
ded almost completely by grass-covered
hills with a picturesque background consis-
ting of the forest of Ardennes, it is capable
of accommodating thousands of people.
This natural amphitheatre is at itsl;)est in
the spring and summer-time, with the uni-
versal tender green of European foliage.
LLast year, it was the rendez-vous of fun
stunts and religious services ; and on ocea-
sions, there were between 4000 and 5000
present. Situated in the midst of the Aus-
tralian Base Depots, The Dell is one of
those convenient natural formations which
appear almost indispensable as a place for
entertaining a large body of men.

With a desire to amuse the thousands of

troops passing through the Depots and the

hundreds of stafl’ men, the Commandant
has given his permission for the erection of
a large dancing platform. It is proposed to
have dancing mghtly or as frequently as
there are ladies and a band available, The
ladies will be conveyed in char a bancs
from the various Q.M.A.A.C. and V.A.D.
hostels, and there will be occasions when
French ladies will be permitted to dance.
In about a fortnight the erection of the plat-
form, which will be approximately 40 by
80 feet, will have been completed and the
arrangements, under which the dancing is
to be conducted, finalised. The principal
events will, of course takeplace in the eve-
nings ; but dancing classes will be held in
the mornings and afternoons. A certain
number of hours will be reserved [(or offi-
cers. It is expected that the open-air palais
de danse with its picturesque scenery will
be a great success during the coming days
of sunshine. It is also intended to erect re-
freshmert booths in The Dell ; and, if it is
possible, moving pictures will be shown.

PRHOGIRESS OF QUOTAS

A return issued on April 4th dealing
with the position of embarkation quotas as
at4 p. m. on April 3 rd shows that quotas
up to the 2lst had arrived in England.
According to the table dealing with the
embarkation of the troops from France to
Australia the Ist quota left on the City of
Poona on March 28 th., The embarkation
ol the first fonr drafts from France, known
as the *‘thousands from France” was com-
pleted on the same date.
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REPATRIATION FIGURES

Are they Misleading ?

It has been said in many quarters at
the Australian Base Depots, that the
statistics, as published by the Depart-
ment of Repatriation and Demobilisa-
tion and reproduced in these columns,
do not give the correct indication of
the number of Australians in Franee
and the United Kingdom. The figures
as published are issued hy Lieut-Gene-
ral Sir John Monash, and are the onl
official returms compiled dealing witﬁ
the strength of the A.I.F. on this side.
These statistics are compiled from the
various returns issued by each uwmit on
a certain date. They are issued weekly
and it is obvious that the figures from
France must refer to a date which is
about @ fortmight earlier than the ac-
tual date of publication of the return.
For instance, the figures published in
this issue refer to the total strength
in France on March 15th, while the
date om which the return was issued
was April lst. To obtain some idea of
the total men in  France on
April 1st, 1t would e necessary
to deduct the number of men who left
for the United Kingdom since March
15th as members of quotas for Austra-
lia or drafts in econnectionn with mon-
military employment, education, and
for discharge outside Australia. Miscon-
ception has been caused by the publica-
tion, in Melbourne, of alleged official
figures which differ from the ones is-
sued 1n London. The absence of dates,
or the difference between London and
Melbourne dates also causes confusion.
Again in this issue appears a statement
by Brigadier-General g.H. Foott, depu-
ty director of Awustralian Demobilisa-
tion, in which he makes the general
statement that there were 60.000 Aus-
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tralian troops 1m TFranee in Mareh. It
i1s not said whether that figure refers to
March 1lst or the 3lst. Then again so
many rumours, founded, of course, on
the most reliable authority », have
floated round the Depots alleging that
the number of men in France are far
below the totals as published officially.
There appears to be no reason why the
official figures should be questioned,
since 1f Lieut-General Monash does mot
know how many men there are in Fran-
ce, who does ? Thee figures as published
in these columns each week must be
accepted as authoritative and aecurate,
and 1t may be possible to arrive at so-
mething like the approximate number
of men now in France, by subtracting
from the official totals the approximate
number of men who embarked for En-
eland since the date of the latest offi-
clal return.

FOCH TO AUSTRALIA

Impressive Message Sent
““ Shock Troops of First Order”

Marshal Foch, generalissimo of the Allied

Forces, has sent the following autographed .

message. through the United Cable Service
to the soldiers and people of Australia : -

The Australian troops have upheld the
cause of the Allies with magnificent dash.

From start to finish they distinguished
themselves by their qualities of endurance
and boldness.

By their initiative, their fighting spirit,
their magnificent ardour, they proved
themselvves to be shock troops of the lirst
order.

In the grave hours of 1918. with their
British, American and French comrades,
they barred the enemy ru-h, They stuﬁped
it, broke it, and at the appointed hour
drove it far backwards.

I am happy to express to Australia the
undying memory which we shall cherish of
her incomparable soldiers.

This historie message will be preserved
in the Australian War Museum.

LATEST SAILINGS OF TRANSPORTS

The following is the latest list ol trans-
ports to leave England for Australia :
Shropshire, on April 1st, [rom Avonport.

with 1048 members of the A.I.F. and 5
dﬂgendenls.

enalla, on April2n1l, from Tilbury, with'

110 members of the A.LLF. and 340 depen-
dents.

St-Albans, on April 3rd, from Tilbury,
with 12 members of the A.L.F. and 145
munition and war workers.

VICTORIAN LAND PURCHASES
Soldiers to Benefit

Melbourne April 4th:

The Siate of Vietoria has purchased up
to the present date 80706 acres of land for
£ 1.092.563 for the purpose of the resettle-
ment of returned soldiers.

= [ = | .
=, N : -%
p ;
B - e
Ll

Rieta lets himself go on the departure
of Darkie Harding, who was a clerk at

the A.G.B.D.

He was always in his office
And always wore a smile,
While he earried out his duties
In proper business style.

He just loved to do a favour

For pals apound the Base,

And nothing was too much for him,
We're sure to miss his face.

Now he had better shout for the
crowd. R.T. War stuff owverdone. We!

W risk just one stamza of your « Hymn
of Hate to Bill ! »

The classic fiend has sown his seed
Wicket, unserupulous to the ecore
The Allies f-f-]lﬂ-l.l.r[]. omit the ereed -
And put him down to rise no more.

Whisky and soda, please ! our poet
laureate . has fainted ! Sentimentalist
ruminating over the end of the war re-
calls these words published in Sydney
during the Gallipoli campaign,

Mother earth, are the heroes dead ?

Do they thrill the soul of the year
no more °?

Are the gleaming snows and the pop-
pies red

All that is lett of the braves of yore?

Gone ! In a grander form they rise
—dlead !

We may elasp their hands in ours.

And. wreath their brows with 1m-
mortal flowers.
Anxious. We hasten to inform you

that Lord XKitchener is still dead, and
his double &een ﬂl_rﬂui tl_le A.B.D. la-
tely 1s am Australian officer.

SUGAR IPEI}USTEY

Scope of Federal Commission

Messrs. A.B. Piddington K.C., N.C. Loc-
kyer and S, Mills have been constituted as
a Royal Commission to report on the su-
gar industry, the inquiry covers the na-
tional value of the industry, production,
Government centrol, protection and Impe-
rial preference.

= —— £ -‘

PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED

Applications are still being invited by
Captain R. M. Marks, Stafl’ Officer to the
Commandant, Australian Base Depots, for
the position of camp photographer. A
N. C. O. is preferred. The duties of the
phﬂtﬂgrafher will be to take photos of the
personnel of the Stalls, and of anyone he
might secure orders from. Thé developing
and printing of copies will be done outside.
The successful applicant will receive a
percentage of the profits for his work.
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" DEMOBILISING AUSTRALIANS

Explanation By General Foolt
Labour and Shipping Difficulties

Brigadier-General C.H. Foott, Depu-
ty-Director General of Repatriation and
Demobilisation, A.L.F., gave an address
at the War Chest Club, Horseferry
Road, on Thursday March 27th.

Machivery of Demobilisation

General Foott dealt first with the ma-
chinery of Demobilisation. When
Department was organised under Lieut.-
(reneral Sir John Monash the first thing
they had to consider was the clearing
out of 1914, and after that 1915, men
of whom there were 26.000 in France
and the Umited Kingdom. The para-
mount motive which actuated the De-
partment was, of course, the repatria-
tiont of men who were longest in the
army always subject to the reservation
that they could be spared. IFor some
reason or amother he was not in that
category, and he would have to wait
his turn like thie rest. When the ques-
tion. arose 1  which onder consistent
with all the exigencies of the military
situation should they repatriate the men,
(General Monash devised the Quota sys-
fiern which should not be confounded
with the Draft method, and the result
had been that every man got a fair run
for his money.

" Unavoidable Anomalies

There might have been apparent ano-
malies in the manmer in which Divi-
sions had been sent away from France,
but it was unavoidable. On November
30, 1918, the total strength i Franece
was 90,000 and 1in March there were
still 60,000 1 France and 56.000 in
Eungland. They had to cut the garment
according to the cloth, and there was no
room beyond that figure fo accommo-
date any more troops in the United
Kingdom. It was no good attempting
the impossible and they had not been
able to ship any more of the Quotas
from England to Awustralia.

Labour Trouble Caunses Delay

By means of a diagram General Foott
showed the detrimental effect which
thie industrial strikes had upom the fit-
ting: out of ships available for the
transportation of troops. Where 15.000
men should have gone they had been
able to send only 7.000—a fault due
not to the Repatriation Department or
the Shipping Controller, but #o the
industrial troublle. It was a sensible and
comanen semse proposition to put, that
if you interfere with machinery you
dislocate output.

Consolidating Uails

General Foott then pointed out that
a Quota consisted of 1.000 men and
from next month arrangements had bheen
made to send 6000 per week from
Francg to Depots in England, A most
essentinl thing aimed at by the Depart-

ment—they hoped to carry it into ef-

feet by every means in their power—
was to consolidate Officers,
missioned Officers and Men in the same
Division to travel together to Austra-

lia. Therefore allotment of Camps omn
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Non-Com-

Salisbury Plains was divected to that ob-

ject.
Other Diffieullies

(General Foott spoke of the enormons
difficulties which beset them in gettin
men from France who were approve
either for educational *purposes or for
discharge. There were 1.100 men
industrial employment up to date and
there had been 600 discharges in the
United Kingdom. Originally the Re-
patriation Department did not concern
itself about the transportation of wives
and families or the dependents of the
Australian  soldiers but subsequently
they undertook that task with the me-
sult that they had shipped to Austra-
lia 1.400 of them since January.

Shipping Accommodation

The Department had been promised
shipping accommodation for 28.000 up
to ’r.lhe end of January ; they had ae-
tually got 27.000. They had been pro-
mised a total of 43.000 to the end of
February ; they had got only 82.000.
Up to the end of March they had
been promised a cumulation total of
68.000. The Shipping Department was

doing all they could for them.

Certain Ships Unsuitable

General Foott dealt with the unsuita-
bility of ships built for certain routes,
which would have to be either partial-
ly reconstructed or totally remiodelled
to equip them for the tropics so s to
ensure a safe and healthy passage for
s0 many thousands of miles.

DIGGERS DARNCES

The weekly dances held on Monday
and Friday evenings at the Y.M.C.A.
(Gymnasium ave remarkably popular. O-
wing to the limited mumber of tickets
avatlable, there is g big rush each
weelk for admission. The ladies come
from the various camps and hostels
in Havre and the DBritish camps. Now
that a motor park has been establis-
hed at the Australian Base Depots, no
difficulty is experienced in conveying
the ladies to and from the gymuasium.
The recent faney dress dance was such
a popular success that the question 1s
heing' asked when is the next one to
be held. Tt is interesting to note that
the members of ther Q.M.A.A.C. and
V.A.D. enjoy themselves so much at
these funections that there is quite a
oeneral feeling of rvegret that Austra-
lian demobilisation is speeding up’ ang
that in a few months the good times
spent at the Australian Base Depots
will be but a memory.

PHOTO ORIENTAL

38, Rue de Paris, 38

Have Your Photo Taken Here
POST CARDS A SPECIALITY
Open Every Day 9 a.m. To 8 p.m.

= SATISFACTION GUARANTEED —
PRICES RIGHT -- PROMPT EXECUTION

THE WATTLE BIRDS

New Programme Scores

On Wednesday night the Wattle Birds
presented a new programme, at the Lis-
more Cinema and gave a bright and breezy
perfomance that * caught on " from the
word ** go . The versatile producer Bill
Bailey and his merry bunch had worked
hard with the new production and their
eflorts were crowned with the hearty
iﬂpﬁ}luuse that greeted every item in the
oill.

Bill Bailey in comedy and in topical
songs pushed a programme full of ** roof-
raisers = across the footlights. Jack Tre-
harne, the female impersonator. was at his
best in dialogue with Bill. His make-up is
the envy of the ladies in the front stalls,
The voeal numbers of stage manager Les
Edye '+ Take the Path ", Bruce Hopkins
*“ Military Band ", Vie. Bickford's ** Eume
to the Ball” and Frank Pickles’ *‘Nirvana'
were sung splendidly and well received.
The second hall opened with the conjurin
double, Moody and Samios. Geo Smit
followed with an eccentrie dance. **Father
Kelly’s Burglar " with Bill Bailey, Frank
Johnston, Frank Pickles and Les Edyeas the
caste closed the show. In spite of the fact
that the orchestra has met with manyjrever-
ses of late owing tothe numbers beingdeple
ted from time to time, Sgt Edwards and his
baton led the musicians in some fine selec-
tions and accompaniments.The new pro-
gramme teems with originality and variety
and is geared up toconcert pitch without a
dull moment. The troops passing through
the base **can’t go wrong' at a night with
The Wattle Birfs-.

MOVIKG PICTURES OF THE DEPOTS

Arrangements have been completed
whereby a cinematograph operator will
visit the Australian Base Depots, this
weelk. for the purpose of obtaining pictures
of the Depots and the quotas passing in
and out on their way to Australia via
England. These pictures will be shown in
Australia where they will be greatly ap-
preciated. -

GCGAMEBLING FINI

Madame was of good family—tres
genfille—and some young Aussie officers
who had drunk wisely but not too well
were in the same car. They were 1n
that mood when the sporting instinet
rises supreme, and the youngest one bet
his artillery comrade that Madame woul-
dn’t aceept a cigarette.« Take i1t»,sand an
Aussie sitting near to Madame when
the cigarette was held out to her. « Bien
pour mon fils, » replied the lady, as she
put it in her hand bag. The bet was
repeated amd again taking the hint
from the Digger beside her, madame
accepted. The young officer having now
lost two frames bet double or quits
that  Madame would take a third ciga-
rette. « Don’t take it » whispered the
lady’s prompter when the offer was
again made, and madame seeing that so-
me joke was being played politely but
ﬁruﬂ]y refused. The young officer who
thus lost four francs and three cigaret-
tes has now decided to assist padres in
supressing the gambling evil.
— —— - -

Two basket ball matches, other than
those previously 1'E%nrted, were played
last week. The A.I.B.D. defeated the
Officers’ team by 36 points to 195 and
the (on Camp defeated the A.L.B.D.
by 32 points to29.
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PAYMENTS ON DISCHARGE

New Régulations Issued

The following regulations have been
issued in conmection with payments on
discharge (The previous regulation is-
sued 1n mgard to this matter has been
cancelled) :

On Discharge in Australia

The Distriet Paymaster in Australia
will make available within seven days
of disembarkation all balances to the
credit of soldier’s pay account to date
of discharge, together with the whole
of accrued deferred pay. also subsis-
tence allowance if ﬂ,yahle Ordinarily
payment will be made 1n the home tnwn
of members whose homes are in the
country. Variamce to this ruling must
havie the approval of the Officer Com-
manding Troopship by which the sol-
dier returns to Australia, and will
only be granted when good cause is shown
or where change of district of disem-
barkation is approved.

On Discharge Outside Australia

Deferred pay is payable on discharge.
The member’s pay ‘account, including
the balance of his active pay account,
together with deferred pay earnings will
be settled as follows :—First instalment
is to be made at date of discharge,
and to include balance of active pay,

ENGLISH DISPENSARY

AU PILON D'OR

20, Place de |'Hoétel-de-Ville
Havre

Opposite Public CGardens

The most up to date stock
of French & English Preparalions

All Prescriptions accuralely
dispensed

TOILET NECESSITIES

EERrRy
THE BLIGHTY SHOP

(Mlle BOUSSEKHEY)

384, RUE DE PARIS, 34

A choice selection of
GIFTS and SOUVENIRS

Brooches, Jewellery, Silk Handkerchiels
EMBROIDERED POSTCARDS
Cigarette Cases - All Kinds of Fancy Good.

ENGLISH SPOKEN
ANY PARCEL CAN BE SENT HOME

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

leave gratuity, and 50 per cent, defer-
red pay. Second and final instalment to
be made 40 days after date of dischar--
e, and to include any credit balance on
the active pay account together with
the balance of deferred pay. In the
event of a soldier not being in posses-
sionn of a paybook or being 1n }}uase-s-
siom of a duplicate paybook, settlement
will be made as follows :—First ‘instal-
ment to be made at date of discharge,
and to include balance of active pay,
leave gratuity, and 25 per cent. defer-
red- pay. Second and final instalment to
be made 40 days after date of discharge,
and to include any balance on the acti-
ve pay account, together with the ba-
lance of deferred pay.

AL F. STATISTICS

Up to Mareh 29th a total of 2.316
munition and war workers had embar-
ked for Australia leaving an approxi-
mate total of 4.756 still in the United
Kingdom.

For the week ended March 29th the
marriages of Australians inl Great Bri-
tain dotalled 63. The embarkations of
wives and other dependents numbered
1.363 leaving an approximate total of
11.460 to leave for Australia.

The weekly returns dealing
ly repatriation, discharges outside Aus-
tralia and mnon- mﬂltm'}r employment
have been held over for one week pen-
ding adjustmenits. The new returns,
when issued, will be in a more amph-
fied form.

REPATRIATION OF DEPENDENTS

regulation has been issued by the
Dﬁpar{.—mieant of Repatriation and Demo-

with ear-

~bilisation providing that in cares of

necessitous circumstances in ‘connection
with the repatriation of dependents now
in Iingland of seldiers who have retur-
ned, or are about to return, to Aus-
tralia, or of deceased soldiers of the
A.I.F., the grant of an allowance not
ezc&ndmg £10 to cover expenses ental-
led by the voyage, may be made at
the discretiont of the Director-General.
Applications for such grant should be
submltteﬂ to the Department of Repa-
triation and Demt}blllsﬂtmn, Al

London, and must be supported by Wit
ten evidence disclosing full particulars.

CAFE - RESTAURANT

“MAJESTIC?”

A EENERERFENEREEERE RS NS S FEEEEFESBIEFAENENENEREERREEE

7, Place Gambetta (near (he Grnml-']"henlr&)

PRIVATE ROOM - THE OFFICERS' RENDEZ-VOUS
Serviee @ la Carte - Grill-Room

FEFemEERAaEE®

AMERICAN BAR

COCKTAILS A SPECIALITY ENGLISH BEERS
Afternoon Tea — Moderate Price

BOXING AT GRAND THEATRE

Wrestling Match - Meeske V Polk |
Two Champions to Mect

Arrangements are being finalised in
connection with the big boxing and
wrestling programme to {;P held at the
Grand Theatre, Havre, on Tuesday, A-
pril 22nd.Pte Polk,the Yank light heavy-
welght champion wrestler, is to meet
Sgt Billy Meeske, the |11rrht heavyweight
hmupnm of Australia. Polk has been
uluthug with sucecess at the Paris com-
petitions held at the Folies Bergere. He
18 considered to have g fine record. The
American opponents for the Australian
boxers have not as yet heen announced,
but it is expected that the contests will
be definitely arranged early this week.
As already stated in these mlumna the
Australian boxers to fight are, Young,
Bruoce, Gurney, Lee and Cox. Four
Americans Wil oppose an equal num-
ber of Australians. The fifth opponent
will be a Tommy. Next week the box
plan will be opened at the Y.M.C.A.
(rvmnasium, Ausiralian Base Depots,
and the Australian Y.M.C.A. Head-
guarters, Le Havre. There will be a
limited mumber of seats available on
the stage where the ring will be erec-
ted. The - profits of the entertainment
will be ‘entirely devoted to the Amnzac
Day cznelﬁbratmn to be .held on April
25th. Mr Les Judd, the Y.M.C.A. nﬂ’l-
cer, who has charﬂe of the arrange-
ments, left last \Innﬂn? on a ten danp's
holiday to Blighty. Set F. Muller is
acting for him at the Gymnasinm du-
ring his absence.

Diggers !
A REAL SOUVENIR of ART ETCHINGS

of the most familiar places on and
near Western bFront

Order Now
1 FRANG at * DIGGER OQFFICE™ 1 FHANG

Mailed to any address — Poslage extra

For Troops visiting Havre
CRYSTAL-PALACF (Y. M.C. A

HAIR DRESSING SALOON.

Hair Cut - Shave - Shampoo
—¢ Massage *—

HOT AND COLD SHOWERS
Up-to-date -:- Moderate Prices -:- Open all day

PP PLPLL BLP PP
“vur TELEGRAMS

YOUR
to Australia and New Zealand

) ﬂg:-' s 99
a Gaslerar
Company s Main Station :

{ Slsrs Houss, Fnshury Povement, LOVOON, 2. ¢

and Branch Offices:
Also Oftices in Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Cardill,
Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchesler,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Porthcurnow.

THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH Co, Limited
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Aboﬁt‘ Diggers

Members of the A.G.B.D. Sergeants’
Mess cook house spent many long and
sorrowful  evenings  last week saying
good-bye to four of their nmumber, who
have finished their military careers and
left for the South. Ptes D. Englands
and J., Harding and Gnr W. Darby left
on the 21st quota while Gur Tim Cassi-
dy, who speeialised in hashamagundie,
went to 'Charleroi to join his quota. Pte
Englands was senier cook at the mess.
Pte S. Wells succeeds him.

The guestion ot opening a fish and
chip shop in Havre is being seriously
considered 11 many guarters. Fryers
of bacon and boilers of stew consider
that their wvaluable experience gained
while cooking for the troops justifies
their belief that they eould turn out
poisson et pomme; and, 1f necessary,
bifsteak at some café a la Digger on the
Quai Southampton or some other ques-
tionab'e locality. Cpl W.H. Jones of the
A.B.I). mess 1s very reticent about the
matter and refuses to say whether
« Dark » « Snow » or « Nigger » are
concerned in the scheme.

(‘orp Nicholls, a 4th Divvy Anzac of
the A.I.B.D., has celebrated his promo-
tion to the rank of sergeant. His friends
don’t wish him any further promotion
because they are thinking of his health.

Seeimg  ladies home from lhittle so-
¢ial functions are not always pleasura-
ble, especially when they ave held in
Le Havre. and one misses the last tram
back to camp. Of course there are men
who may like walking four or five miles
home by themselves, but R.S.M. Gil-
bert doesn’t. ;

* Tn Australia’ and ""The Boys of the
0ld Battalion»», the two popular Aus-
tralian songs written by Capt. G. C.
Neech, of the 9th Batt., are to bhe ob-

tained at the « Digger » office or at
Y. M. G A, Huts. Price 2/- pr @rirs
G0 cts. each.
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KURSAAL - GINEMA

22, Rue de Paris, 22

Every Day, from 2.30 — 7 p.m.
CONTINUOUS PROGRAMME

Evening Performance : 8.30

PRICES

Rear Stalls : 2.50.
Stalls : 1.10. — Front Stalls :
Gallery, Side Galleries : 0.60

0.70

Finest English & American Films

| THE WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN
CHARLIE CHAPLIN

alse

FATTY & BILLY WEST
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The success of the A.I.B.D. Senior
N.C.O’s dance on the 3rd inst. was
so pronounced that it is mow suggested
to hold these functions fortnightly.
R.Q.M.S, J. Mills conducted the trans-
port arrangements of some of the girls
to « C » Camp Waekery—a position for
which he had volunteered. He did the
work well. He seemed to known every
inch of the road.

W.0. Atkins and Sgt R. Atkins, both
of the Education Senvice, are on Paris
leave. The education they will derive
from their trip will not be utilised for
the benefit of the Diggers attending the
Education Service classes, as it is con-
sidered the students might learn oo
much.

A girl’s photo and a letter finishing
up comme ¢a, XXXX gives the reason
why a corporal in a demobilisation quo-

ta applied to go up the line again, but

this 1s not the veason that the corporal
gave in his application.

Sgt Joseph Wesley Nichols had ano-
ther ]Ji]'t'-]'ldl?'l}?’ party last week. This is
liis 165th birthday party that he has
celebrated since his arrival in France.
A full report of the proceedings was
promised to our social editor, but Jo-
seph Wesley doesn’t remember anything
about it now beyond the faect that it
went with much vim and wvin, and was
the most suecessful since his 50th bir-
thday, that treés bon jubilee that almost
stopped the war. Joseph Wesley is en-
deavouring to complete 200 hirthdays
prior to his demobilisation in order to
claim the A.I.F. record, thus eclipisin
the fame in this direction of Sgt T.E.
Brown, who, by the way, hasn.t had
a birthday party for nearly a month,
and is fast losing prestige.

Lieut C.P. Smith, the A.I.B.D. Edu-
cation Service officer, is now head se-
ranig of the Serviece in these Base De-
pots, Laeut A.W. Clemes, who held that
posifion, having left for Blighty.

Demobilised = this week was Sapper
J.H. Burt, an earnest and indefatigable
(This 18 a good word, Dig. Use it in
your letter home. I think it is spelt
right) worker in conneetion with the
amusements of the troops in these De-
pots, first as sports manager and coach
of Al Coy in the old Con Camp. Later
he was econnected with the Australian
Red Cross as store-keeper. when he was
also in charge of the: amusements there,
such as fun stunts, billiard tournaments
and so on. Since the Wounded and Mis-
sing Inquiry Bureau has been establis-
gurﬂ here he has been in charge of the
1ut.

B00T POLISH

GIVES A
BRILLIANT, QUICK, & LASTING SHINE

OoOBTAINABLE I

BLACK,.TAN, PATENT, LIGHT TAN,

DARK TAN, BROWN & OX BLOOD.
HEFT BY ALL LEADING BOOT & CROCERY STORES

ASK ror"KIWI"

Manufactured by:

KIWI POLISH COY. Pty. Ltd

711-713 Fulham Road. LONDON (3w, §
ALSD AT MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA

attended four dances
fast week antl three #this week. A
Waae from the Halifax Hut is also
fond of going to these daneces. There was
a time when Sgt Wallace would have
been annoyed i1t anybody had told him
to go to Halifax. Now if such a request
were made to him he would be off
there « at the toot », and he wouldn’t
he faché either.

It i1s with much sadness that our re-
ligious editor has learnt that R.S.M.
« Mick » Murphy. of the A.G.B.D., has
again gone to Paris—this time en route
for Brussels. It 1s said that legitimate
military business ocecasions the trip. We
hope so. We hope so sincerely.

(Q.M.S. Joe MeGrath, of the A.G.B.
D. Staff, left inl o train last Sunday.
and he was last heard of in Paris. Tl
told his friends prior to his" depariur:
that he was bound for Nice, but he
apparently thinks Paris is nice.

During the absence on Blighty leave
of Mr L. Judd, Y.M.C.A. Physical
Director, Capt A. Forrest, who has arri-
ved from the 3vd Division, will be in
charge of the Geelong Hut, Subsequen-
tlv he will work at the Hamilton Hnut,
and it is anticipated that another Y.M.
(I.,A. officer will arrive in a few days
to take up work in the Geelomg Hut.
Since he has beenl in these Depots
Capt Forrest has been explaining to

¥ Sgt Wallace

Digwers  the advantages of availing
themselves when in England awaiting

demobilisation of the International Y.
M.C.A. Hospitality League.

THE

DIGGERS’

REST

SHAFTESBURY
HOTEL
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EDUCATION SERVICE NOTES

New Classes Beginning
Of Interest to Stafi Men

Instruction in Pitman’s shorthand at
the Education Service Office in the
Nisson Hut, No.3 Reception Camp, has
been recommenced with Pte Young as
mstruetor. Intendinfr students should
apply 1mmediately.

Ple Lane is taking a motor mecha-
nics class for beginmers, and for 'those
who have had a little experience in this
subject.

A new class for quantity surveying
and building construction is also being
started.

In addition to these classes staff men
have the opportumity of learning mathe-
matics, English, French, book-keeping,
accountancy, and other subjects, and
those desirous of improving their edu-
cation should make inquiries at either
the office at the A.I.B.D. or No. 3
Reception Camp.

Owing to the rapidly changing con-
ditions the effective work of the A.I.F.
Education Service in many units is
seriously interfered with, as comtinuity
of study amd instructfion i1s in many
cases impossible. The fluctuations in en-
rolments due to alternate periods of
movement and rvest are EI-EE,I'F; evident.
The members of the A.I.F. attending
classes 1m France for the week ended
March the 22nd were 9.457, a decrease
of 838 since the previous week. In ad-
dition to these 9.437 students there are
1.375 attending special courses of ins-
truction. This brings the grand total
of enrolments up to 10.812 represemting
approximately  6.500 individual stu-
dents.

Educational activity has already com-
menced successfully in No. 24 Quota,
now in England.

Large parties continue to wvisit Brus-
sels, Ostend and other places weekly,
and * by unit arrangememts many par-
ties are wvisiting places of interest in
the Corps areas, including Abbey d'Aul-
ne and Dimant.

 DISEMBARKATION PRIVILEGES

Extended to UK. Discharges

The Commonwealth Government has
approved of the extension of « disem-
barkation leave » and subsistence allo-
wanice privileges granted to members
of the A.L.LF. in Awustralia being ex-
tended to men, who obtain their dis-
charge outside Ausfralia. Other instruc-
tions dealing with privileges state that
those who have taken long service fur-
lough abroad will be granted a gratui-
ty equivalent to 14 days’ leave without
sustemance allowance, but 1 the case
of those who have taken only a portion
of such  long SETVICe furlongh
the unexpired portion. of  suen
furlough will be tfaken inky con-
sidderation when caleulating the leave
period for this gratuity. It is also pro-
vided that a gratuity in lieu of leave
anid subsistence allowance will be gran-
ted subject to a corresponding dedue-
tion for, any period of leave, gratuity,
or benefit, granted upon discharge.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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WHAT AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS SAY

(Typical Extracts from Letters)

l PRIVATE P. O°’NEIL
( ) Ausftralian Imperial Force, France '

“1 had to make nightly trips up with rations, this is rather ticklish work as the roads are constantly
being shelled. The continual strain a: last told on me, and it was getting worse and worse, until one
of my chums put me on to Phosferine, and I am glad to say that it worked, and I am once again fit.

(2) PRIVATE W. J. CLARK

Sth Bail, 2nd Brigade, Australian Imperial Force, France

* We had a pretty rough time towards the end of last year, shells and bombs day and night. The
man who is not wounded pays the price in another direction, nerves; mine went, so I looked round
for a remedy, heard of Phosferine and tried it ; it did the trick and now I feel like a new man,"

3 CORPORAL C. McGHAY
( ) Dispatch Rider, Australian Imperial Foree, Franece

1 was motor dispatch riding in France aud had a pretiy lively time through continually b ing on
the roads under heavy shell fire, the result of which was that my nerves gave way and 1 had to be
returned to England. 1 wus recommended to try Phosferine, and after taking ic for a sh rt while

I felt quite well again.”
(4) : PRIVATE F. J. DONOVAN

1st Anzac Headquartiers, France

“In Gallipoli, Phosferine Tablets did me yeo nan service wnd proved a verit.ble godsend during
those ghastly days in the Peninsula. A return of the old fever trouble withdrew me from the line,
and but for the fortifying influence of Phosferine I might possibly not have been writing this,”

J. W. TINDAL
(5) 19th Batt, Austiralian Imperial Force, France

“1I found Phosferine a splendid nerve tonic and physical recuperative, After joining up with the
Australian Imperial Forces Phosferine continued to prove of great value in negativing the effects of
the sudden change from clerical work to military duties; it provided a reserve of energy.”

These valiant Australian soldiers exemplify the great part Phosferine plays in enabling them to
overcome suffering and the most extreme exertions. No special effort exhausts the energy of
these valiant men, no extra hardships break down their endurance, because Phosferine rechai ges
their systems with the vitality to survive all the rigours daily experienced.

‘Whep you require the Best Tonic Medicine, see you get

PHOSFERINE

A PROVEN REMEDY FOR

Nervous Debility Exhaustion Nerve Shock Faintness Rheumatism
Influenza MNeuralgia . L.oss of Appetite Brain Fag Headache
Indigestion Maternity Weakness Lassitude Anemia Hysteria
Blesplesaness Premature Decay MNeuritis Backache Sciatica

Phosferineg has a world-wide repute for curing disorders of the nervous system
more completely and speedily, and at less cost than any other preparation.

SPECI AL SER‘}'ICE NOTE Phosferine is made in Liguid and Tablets, the Tablet form being p.?rtiuu!a.ﬂz
convenient for men on AGTIVE SERVICE, travellers, &e. It can be use
any time, anywhere, in agcurate doses, 4s no water is needed, The 3/- tube is small enough to carry in the pocket, and containg

doses, Your sailor or soldier will be the better for' Phosferine — send him a tube of tablets, Sold by all Chemists, Stores, &a,
%’hﬁ 3/- size contains nearly four times the 1/3 size.

PROPRIETORS: ASHTON & PARSONS, LTD., LA BELLE S?!UVAGE, LONDON, EC, ¢
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BETWEEN DRINKS

BY PIQUANT

Mary had a little bomb

A souwvenir from Ghent

She pulled the pin with great aplomb

And God knows lwh_el'e she went.

B

Inquisitive new arrival to a digger
skinming a donk : « What are you going
to do with the skin, Dig ? »

Old hand : « Send the damn thing
to Ordnance and ug-et it refilled. »

¥ %

[ maginary conversation No. 16,
Orderly Officer : « Any complaints »
Mess Orderly : « Yes, sir ! No swee-

tening in the food or the tea. »

0.0. (to mess hut Sgt) : « Why a-
ren’t the sugar basins on the tables to-
day ? » : '
| Work Your Nut
Three simple words comprise my text
Amd by the shortest cut

They are in brief, the golden rule
(te forth and WORK YOUR NUT.

When digigers joined the A.I.F,,
They learned—the biggest mutt

Was just the man who found hard work.

And didn’t WORK HIS NUT.

The jobs you liked the best of all

Were those that filled your gut

The Sergeants’ Mess might come your
wa

If you could WORK YOUR NUT.

In darker days when life seemed short
Your shoulder pressed your butt

You know you kept your rifle clean
Whone ! or you WORKED YOUR NUT

When number nines were rationed out
Down at the M.0’s hut |
You were labelled straight for Blighty
If you only WORKED YOUR NUT

To every soldier of the line
The doors were always shut
Unless the text was carried out

Go forth and WORK YOUR NUT.

In days to come we'll all look back
‘Whene'er you WORKED YOUR NUT.
And smile—and think how we applied
The text—Go ! W(llLK YOUR NUTS.

& %k

« RAF. Major, skilful pilot, D.S.

0., 25 years old. Three years in France,
wants a job. Willing to do anything
anywhere. What offers ? »

. The Times.

* ¥
The major should be quickly suited.
There are several good things offering.
« Daily Mail » flying competition, car-
rying mall by air.and if the worst comes to
the worst the winner of the « Daily Mail»
fly will need a mechanic anda lot of
of-siders to assist him in splending the
off-sidgrs to assist him in spending the
10.000 quid. To those willing to do
anything, anywhere,  something, any-

where is bound to turn up.
*
- -

A Digger was riding on a bus in
London. He had elimbed on top of the
bus, after having wisited the Troca-
dero and partaken of the fruits and the
juice of, the grape. In this affable way
the Digger addressed an elderly gentle-
maﬁl_. '

gger
the 'gfs 2 2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

« Did you see me get on

Old Gent (to the accompaniment of a
chuckle) « Yes, my lad. »

After five minutes silence the Digger
asked, You'ne sure you saw me get on
the bus 2 »

Old Gent : « Certain, my boy. »

A few minutes later. Our Digger
« Do you know me 7 »

Old ‘Gent : « No ! I don’t know you.»

Digger : « Well, how the hell did
you see me get on 1;!1{-} bus. »

* ¥

The Cadre company at the Base

Is mighty and ostensible ;

With «Kitchy as head of all the gang

They think th're indispensible.

" GULLIVER'S DEMOB.

(Contributed,;

Pte Gulliver, you may or may not be
aware, according to your height of in-
telligence or depth of ignorance, was
the best bombthrower, the crack rifle-
shot and the unbeaten pug of his batta-
lion. Omly the demobilisation of the
Baittalion. deprived him of this eminent
position. To be frank, I am the gen-
tleman concerned. Yes, I am Pte Gul-
liver and 1 give you the facts of the
case because | have adopted the army
motto « you dJack I'm alright. »
If T am to get my full ration of praise
I must be my quartermaster-sergeant.
Indeed, when I get back to Aussieland

and my friend Munro Ferguson, the
C.0., knocks me hat with his sword and
then ecries, « Rise, Sir Gulliver, » I

shall adopt that good old army motto
to adorn my coat-of- arms.

But let us return to our mutton, as
the Fremch say. I had heard in my
infancy of the slow and stately pro-
gress of the camel caravans across the
Egyptian deserts, but even when in
Egypt the fact that travelling can be-
come the most solemn thing in  the
world had not struek me., It remainesd
for the ecatble-truck demob train from
Charleroi to Le Havre to give me the
impression  of having been launched
into anfinity. How it ever arrived the
Lord only knows. It seemed
grow from Churleroi to Le Havre, like
any other cucumber, and it was at
night, when nobody was noticing it,
that 1t did most of 1ts growing. At last,
however, the impossible was achieved.
[ufinity was bridged. We arrived. To
the man who, like myself, has trained
himselt to thabits of keen observation,
there were several significant signs that
we had at last reached our destination,
such, for instance, as the mame «
Havre », painted on the railway sta-
tiom.

But' let us keep on returning to our
muftton for we may have to live on
iron ratioms for the mext forty-eight
hours. What I really want to tell you
about is my meeting at the Rouelles
camp with Mr Bertie de Vere Chol-
mondeley, a relation of mine by a dis-
tant marriage of convenienee, comme
ca His father had a fish shop ad-
joining a chip potato joint run by his
foremother. Fashion in foad changed;
the people demanded, not fish alone,
chips alone, but fish ‘n echips. What
more convenient that Dertie’s forefa-
ther should marry his foremother and
thus amalgamate these two branches of

just to.

ravitaillement (How I do slip into my
French 1) My relationship with Bertie
comes in this wise, that my forefather
used to make the echips (i.e., peel the
spuds) at the amalgamated establish-
ment,

Hence my passion, as it were, for al-
ways ceturning to our mutton. Bertie
told me his martial history. He had
not, he said, been thrown like so much
cannon fodder into the line, but had
been kept for strategical reasons at Le
Havre. |

« By the way », he asked, « what
do youw think of our Harbour ? »

L saud I liked his Harbour, but thou-
ght the streets of Melbourne were splen-
didly wide and straight.

Bertie now produced a map and poin-
ted out, with the end of his cigar, how
Le Havre stood like a watch dog guar-
ding the estuary of the Seine « up
which », he declared, « a foree from
the sea could strike at the very heart
of LFrance. » I would readily unders-
tand, he added, why it had been neces-
sary for Dug Haig to keep him there
as a strategical reserve with a full com-
plement of troops, such as H.Q’s. bab-
bling brooks, concert troupes and dan-
cing masters.

« Pas compree » I said. « If there
were any danger from this mysterious
force from the sea why didn’t you send
tor me and my battaiion ? »

He took six whiffs of his cigar be-
fore replying. Then—

« It was the exigencies of the conge-
ries of unanticipated events, unrelated
as a whole, though at times (amd sec-
tionally) quite uncollatoral » he de-
clared, whieh had counseripted him to
Le Havre.

€ ... 1t », says I, « I like the old
fashioned mames better. Why mnot ecall
'em tarts, mademoiselles, or just plain
W.AACs P >

But he dodged the question and si-
de-stepped. « There are mo plain W.
A.A.CU's here » he snapped out tartly.
« They arve all Venuses de Milo. »

However, let that go and let’s fi-
nish with a little more of Bertie’s bio-
graphy. First, he was attached to the
headquarters of the G.B.Y.Z.C.H.O., but
applied for a transfer on March 2lst
(on ‘March 27th a draft was sent up to
the line from this unit) Safely in the
Q.M. Branch of the Y.P.L.M.T.I}, he
was constrainéd to transfer agaimn. This
was on April 16th (on Aprl 22nd a

~ draft left this unit for the line) On

November the 11th, 1918 Bertie applied
for duty in the firing line, but this
application was returned, marked « Pas
necessalre. »

As for me, having had three week's
experience. of the grande guerre with
my batt., and two year's experience of
the camps in Blighty, I feel that Ber-
tie over-states the case when he says a
strategical force should be kept at the
mouth of the Seine. London is the heart
of the Empire and Horseferry road the
real strategic centre. That explains, per-
haps, why the heads kept me there for
so long a period until three weeks be-
fore the Armistice they decided (pro-
bably it was the « Council of Ten »
who did it) that the long night of
tension was over and Pte Gulliver could
be spared for the more routine and less
important tagk of killing Fritzes at the
front.
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A. L F. OVERSEAS

Decerease for the week
France 2,407 : Europe 3. 92

Aceording to the official returns 1is-
sued on April lst dealing with the A.
I.F. abroad for the period, March 22nd
to 29th, the decrease in strength amoun-
ted to 5,092. On March 29th there we-
re 106.827 members of the A.LF. im
the Umited Kingdom and France. The
total ineluded, 6.612 officers, 574 nur-
ses, and 99,641 other ranks. The to-
tal for the previous week was 11.919.
In France on March 8th there were
4.113 officers and 57.078 other ranks.
The latest returm shows  that a week
later there were 3.888 officers and 94.
895 other ramks, which means that du-
ring the week the A.LF. in France
decreased by 2.407. There has been prac-
tically no change in the figures for
Asia and Egypt. Except that the latest
return has been revised there 1s prac-
tically mo alteration in the number of
troops im this theatre on March 22nd
which is now stated to be 13.299.

The complete details of the latest re-
turns are as follow

A.I.F. In France

No OLO.R.

‘ 01, 0.R.Toeachoff.
STRENGTH "'BY ARMS"153 19.

Effective strength 1n |

R AIOR s LD e, 3804 52665 13 .6
Non-elfective stren th in

BTt T S e, e 28 2230 93—

Total strength in France .__3388_558735 14 1

TR e el T

LATEST STRENGTHS OF DIVISIONS

Corps

(as at15. 3. 19)....... 275 6007 21.8
Ist Division

(as at 18. 3.19). ... .. . 447 9169 12.6
2nd Division /

(as at 48,3 49). . .. . 717 7833 10.9
3rd Division(asat 15.3. 1)

Artillery asat 8.3.19.. 708 9342 13.1
4th Division

(asat'48. 3. 49) ... . .. 594 7923 13.3
5th Division

(asat 15 3. 19)....... 682 8686 12 7
Lines ol Communication

(as.at 15. 3.19). .. . . .. 169 3281 19.4

A 1 F. In Europe
0.  Norses. 0.R

BONE. o oo 7 s OGS i ABT 14 500

- 1915 January to June.. 311 153 6998
July to December. 1773 176 19088

1916 January to June.. 2135 24 26251
July to December. 1014 101 25438

1917 January to June.. 431 118 9814
July to December. 384 29 9205

1918 January to June.. 880 20 6939
July to December. 218 12 5330

Total at 8. 3. 19....
Embarked {from U.K.

7433 64T 109372

from 8 3 19
to. 20.3.49 ....... 509 4 9528
Discharged(outside Aus-
tralia) from 8.3.19)
to 29.3.19... 10 2 304

Died outside Australia
from 8.3.19
$00 903 ATV 2 @ — 99

Balance at 29.3 19 .. Eﬁlﬂ 57% 99641
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A I. F.In Asia and Egypt
O, Nurses 0.

45 1 R R N . 163 1 116
1915 January to June..... 234 1 1679
July to December ... 100 1 2340
1916 January to June..... 52 — 1622
July to December ... 35 12 1213
1917 January to June..... 42 352 1962
July to December... 30 71 1471
1918 January to June..... 20 — 1161
July to December ... 26 20 775

Total at 15.3.19. .. 702 158 12439

————————————————

All Ranks

A.L.F. in Egypt and Asia 30.11.18 . 18538
Embarked from Fgvpt to 22.3.19 5196
Discharged (Egypt ete ) to 22.3.19 10
Died Asiatic theatre to 22.3.19. . . Hd

Balance at 22.3.49... 13299

M

FOOTBALL

Australian Game

L]

A combined team f{rom the Base Depols
last week played the 22nd Demobilisation
Quota. The match ended in a draw, the
scores being ;- Base, 9 goals 7 behind (61
points); 22 Quota, 8 goals 13 behinds (61
points).

Rugby

Last week two rugby matches were pla-
ved. The first was between the 22nd Demo-
bilisation Quota and the Base Depols,
which resulted in a win for the Quota by
8 points to nil. The A.1.B.D. and the A.
G.B.D. were the opposing teams in the
second match, which ended in a draw, each
side scoring 3 points. A drawn game was
also played on Monday between the 25th
and the 26th quotas, each side obtaining 3
points,

Soccer

Tommies representing the King's l.iver-
pool Regiment met an Aussie team from
these Bases on April the 3rd, and had an
easy victory, obtaining 3 goals to 1 oblain-
ed by the Diggers

The following day the 24th Demobilisa-
tion Quota played a combined team from
the Base Depots, and won by 2 goals to nil.

e

Continuous Pictures

Something new in these Depots in the
way of a continuous cinema entertainment
was carried out at the A.1.B.D: last Mon-
day evening. Mr. Harper.the Y. M. C. A.
officer, seeing that the hall could not accom-
modate all thost desirous of obtaining
seats, made acrangements for the screening
of a 7-real drama at 7 p.m. after the 3.30
p. m. show was finished. At8p. m. a
third picture programme was commenced
with the result that all the Diggers had an
opportunity of seeing at least one of
the three shows held during the evening.

Y.M,.C.A, FIXTURES

Lismore Cinema

SUNDAY — Service. 5.30 p.m.

MONDAY — Ladies’ Concert Party 2.30p.m.
Wattle Birds 7 p.m.

TUESDAY — Lantern Service. 7 p.m.

THURSDAY — R.G.A. Orchestra (il not
demobilised) 7 p.m. -

A. I B. D. Cinema

MONDAY — Aus. Ladies’ Party, 5.30 p.m.
TUESDAY — Miss Hitchins' Party 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY — Service. 7 p.m.
THURSDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p. m.
SATURDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p.m.

Pictures at each cinema every evening

Gymnasium

MONDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9.30
to 11 a.m. Diggers Dance, 6.30p.m.

TUESDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9 30
11 a.m. Folk Dancing Class, 11 a.m.
; WEDNESDAY — Officers Dancing Class,
2 p.m.
THURSDAY — Basket Ball I'ractice, 7.30p.m

FRIDAY — Y. M. C. A. Diggers Dance,
G.30 p. m.

e —
ANZAC SPORTS

All arrangements in connection with the
sports to be held at Rouelles on Friday,

- April the 25th,are beingcavried out smooth-

. & . "
ly. In practically all events satisfactory
entries are being received, and good com-
petition is assurred.

#

SERGEANTS’ SOCIAL

Successful Fonction

The dance held by the Sergeants’ Mess,
Australian Reception Camp, at the Y .M
C.A. Gymnasium last Wednesday évening
proved highly successlul. An energetic
committee had made complete arrange-
ments and there was not one duil moment
during the whole evening. Lieut Colonel
J.P. Clark, the commanding Officer ol the
Depot, was present, and joined heartily in
the dancing. Colonel C.H. Davis. Com-
mandant, and Captain R.M. Marks. Stall
Officer, were present for portion ol the
evening. The visiting ladies came from the

Y-M.CA., V.A.D., and Q.M.A:A.C.

An exccllent supper had been arranged
and the dance is regarded as one ol the
most successful held in the Depots C.5.M.
Mec Guiness was secretary of the dance and
his committee were, Sgts Gladstone, Pitt
and Dobbs. The other oflicials ol the mess
who assisted ably were the président,
G.S.M. Sanders, secretary, (..5.M. Best.
treasurer,, Sgt Dent, and last, but not least,
the caterer, Sgt Ternan. whose efforts iu
the direction of supplying relreshments,
were crowned with success.

ﬁ

Hloakey

In the hockey match last week bet-
ween the Tommies and the Aussies
four goals were scored by the the men
from the mother land as aganist one
obtained by the men from overseas.

T T —
<X" miECLY 7. RUS VOLTAIRK — HAVR.
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REPATRIATION RULINGS

AMENDMENTS AH}'I(J EXPLANATIONS

- Important information is contained
in the « consolidated summary of deci-
sions and rulings » issued by the De-
partment for Repatriation and Demo-
bilisation. Questions which arise 1in
conmecton with the interpretation of* the
regulations issued by the Department
are answered from time to time and the
following are some of the answers :—

The Leave Question

Disembarkation leave in Auas‘ralia is
not affected by the period engaged in
non-military employment.

The grant of 14 days pre-embarkation
leave does mot affect the period of di-
sembarkation; leave 1 Australia, wiz.,
71 days for every 6 months service abro-
ad up to a maximum of 60 days.

Personnel on leave from Egypt may
apply for non-military employment sub-
FEt to the approval of the (.0.C., A.
F., Egypt, being obtained.

Permission cannot be granted for per-
sonnel on pre-embarkation leave to quit
the British Isles during such leave. Any
leave required for wisiting South of
France, ete, must be obtained from
units prior to embarkation for England
for repatriation.This does not affect per-
sonnel who obtain leave for the pur-
pose of escorting their wives to England
from France and Belgium.

Non-Military Employment

Applications for non-military employ-
ment are mnot to be refused merely be-
cause the applicant seeks a form of
employment different from that which
he followed or declared he followed be-
fore the war. That is to say an appli-
cant 1s not to be debarred in prineiple
from seeking educational training in
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some other form of employment. Each
application will,> however, be conside-
red on its merits and regard must be
paid as to the fitness of the applicant
from an educational or other pont of
view, to profit by the course of em-
ployment or instruetion. for which he
applies.
Purchase of Horses

Officers in the A.I.LF. desirous of
purchasing their horses for sentimental
reasons may «do so only at public aue-
tion, personally or through representa-
tives. The Commonwealth Government
will mot return such amimals to Aus
tralia nor will animals be permitted to
land if privataly shipped.

Discharge is Final

After discharge is completed an ex-
member cannot be subsequently reins-

tated in the A.I.F.
Advances of Deferred Pay

Approval for advances of deferred pay
has been extended to cover the follo-
wing cases :—(1) illness of wife or de-
pendent; (2) funeral expenses of wife
or dependent, and (3) marriage of sol-
dier.

Scandinavian Leave

Members of the A.I.F. other than

those of Scandinavian or Danish origin

cannot be given facilities to visit Scan-
dinavia or Denmark.

A.I.F. PRISONERS OF WAR

Missing Believed Dead

The fimal return dealing with the A.
I.F. prisoners of war has been issued by
the Department of Repatriation and De-
mobilisation. The grand total remai-
nini to be repatriated in Germany and
Turkey is 3 officers and 63 other ranks.
These totals include 38 other ranks re-
ported to have died in German hands,
ankd, also, 1 officer and 6 other ranks
reported to have died in Turkish hands.
It 1s now thought that the balance
of the missing are dead. On November
S0th, 1918, the A.L.F. prisoners of war
were as follow : In Germany and neu-
tral countries, 108 officers and 2.832
other ranks ; in Turkey 3 officers and
62 other ranks. Of these ficures the fol-
lowing have been repatriated to April
Ist : From Germany and meutral eoun-
tries, 106 officers and 2.776 other ranks;
from Turkey 2 officers and 55 other
ranks.,

Influenza Epidemie
Melbourne, April 12th.

In connection: with the present influ-
enza epidemic, the Federal Government
has decided to regulate traffic hitherto
controlled under varying conditions by
the State Governments.

Mildura Hut Subscribers

All the ladies who subseribed the mo-
ney to erect the Y.M,C.A., Mildura Hut
have had their mames worked in red
silk on a cushion, which has been received
at the hut, which is situated at the A.1.B.D.

'« MIGHT HAVE BEEN »
As I see the sun a-shining, .
On the field now turning green ;
I cannot help a-thinking,

Of things that might have been.

Old Fritzie started out to war,
A think not quite unseen ;

He now must feel extremely sore,
To think what might have been.

His dreams of Calais and Paree,
Were thrown upon the screen ;
But just somehow his wvictory,

Was not what might have been.

And later in his last big aim,

To erush the Allies dlean,

But thanks to Diggers round Amiens,
T'was not what might have been.

At last the Hun has had enough,
And caged in his desmesne ;
He's simply got to sit and dream,
Of things that might have been.

G.H.F.

Reita is evidently scared at the
tinued increase of Anzac brides.

Hold fast Cupid, stop your game,
Or else we'll get to loathe your name;
Sinee war began you've made the pace,
And the music we have yet to face.

COIn-

Oh ! what a business you have done,
Scores and scoves of hearts you've won
While you worked in your secret style,
Among the Diggers rank and file.

Oh ! the girls we left behind,
1 often wonder if they will mind ;
They know the boys have been a target
For Cupid in the marriage market.

« Private ». Your complaint duly re-
ceived amd the authorities are profoun-
dly impressed. Reo. We cannot give
you any information of the hours of
recreation; of the Waacs at Le Havre.
We are mot an encyclopaedia of hostel
doings, but when you’ve been here lon-
ger you'll probably find out for your-
self, especially as the summer-fime 1s
coming. Ambitious. It is true that so-
me V.A.D’'s come from very rich fami-
lies but our luck in striking this kind
of girl has been pas bon.

GONE HOME SINCE NOVEMBER 30th

Grand Total to April 8th 58,866

With the departure of the T'ros-os
Montes for Australia on April 8th the
orand total of embarkations of A.I.F.,
dependents, and munition workers since
November 30th, 1918, increased to 58.
866. The details were total A.I.F.
53.662 : wives and dependents 1.756;
munition and war workers 3.448. The
other tramsports to leave for Austrahia
between March 31lst and April 8th were:
Khyber, Wandilla, Shropshire, Benalla,
St Albans, Warwickshire, Armagh, ani
Arawa. The Tros-os-Montes carried a
total of 1.840 troops representing the
2nd and 4th quotas from France. No
8 quota left on the Armagh.

—
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Lieut Skipper Explains

————————

Commonwealth Shipbuilding
Another Vessel Launched

Melbourne, April 12th.

The second steel steamship construc-
ted under the (‘ommonwealth Govern-
ment scheme has  been successfully
launched at Wilhhamstown yesterday 1in
the presence of the Governor General,
the Governor of Victoria, Mr. Watt,
Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Tudor, Lea-
der of the Opposition, and a distinguis-
hed gathering of leading citizens. ady
Munro Ferguson christened the vessel
Dromana.

Mr. Poynton, Acting Minister for the
Navy, said he hoped three more vessels
would be launched in & few months
with the steel and engines made in Aus-
tralin.  When imported a vessel cost
ronghly £28 per ton ; 2 reduction 1%
anticipated in further vessels.

ﬁ#g
ENTERTAINING THE TROOPS

Last Monday afternoon an excellent
concert was given in the Lismore Cinema
by four members of the Lena Ashwell party
and an equal number from the old Blue
Dandies. Mr A.0O.G. Davies, the new
v M.C.A. officer endeavoured to arrange
for the entertainment of the troops in the
evening also, and with that idea in view
assisted to carry the ** movie” engine {rom
the Hamilton Hut to replace the broken
engine at the Lismore Cinema. The eflorts,
however, werein vain, the pictures resemb-
ling an impressionist's study of darkest
Alrica,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

LONDON SHIPPING RING

Australian Interests Affected
0=-0

Melbourne, April 10th

Mr. Poynton commenting on the con-
tention of the London Shipping Con-
feremce that the agreement between Kn-
glish shipping companies 18 not a com-
bine unfairly to exploit Australian tra-
de. said he was unaware that such com-
bines were established for the benefit
of the public or that the refusal of re-
bates was in the interests of producers.
He asked what right had the London
Shipping Conference or any other body
to claim the control of the high seas.
Quch statements would not deter him
from doing the proper thing in the in-
torosts of the people of Australia. He
would he very sorry to see a state of
aftairs arrive which would leave pro-
ducers to the tender mercies of the
combine, even 1f run on philan-
thropic lines, attributed to the Lon-
don Shipping Conference.

##ﬁ'i

Non-military Employment

Opportunities for Staff Men

Lieut C.P. Smith, the officer in char-
ge of the A.I.F. Education Service 1n
these Depots, has been besieged lately
by Staff men asking 1if it is possible to
obtain non-military employment when
they go to Blighty. Lieut Smith wrote
for a ruling on the subject, and has
received the following reply :—

¢ This matter has been referred to
the Director-General for Repatriation
and Demobilisation. If nothing unfor-
aseen occurs it is hoped to be able to
give members of the Dase Depots’ stafls
upgnrtuuitiﬂs to participate in the be-
nefits  of mon-military employment af-
tey the end of July. A.LF. form 540
should he signed and forwarded at once,
but it must be clearly marked on each
form that applicant 1s on the perma-
nent staff and not available for release
hetore the 31st July. »

Sﬁ

AT THE HOME OF A COUNTESS

A Digger's Ambition

Mr Harper, the Y. M.C.A. represen-
tative at the A.LB.D. last week filled
in 180 application cards for Diggers,
who wished to avail themselves under
the Internatiomal -Y.M.C.A. Hospita-
lity League of the use of a home while
on leave in the old country. During an
address on the subject a Digger told Mr
Harper that on a previous occasion he
had been at one of the homes and that
it « would do him », and reference
was made to the fact that certain sol-
diers had taken hospitality at the house
of a countess. Another Digger then as-
ked Mr Harper how many countesses
he had on the list because he was dead
keen on being the guest of one of these
ladies as he %JE“E‘\TE{] it would be diffe-
rent to camp hife, especially 1in regard
to the rations.

3
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PHOTOGRAPHING = TROOPS

Moving Pictures for Australia
Work Commenced this Week

About a week ago Col. C.H.Davis, D 5.
0., V.D., Commandant Australian Base
Depots, received an intimation from the
Department of Repatriation and Demobili-
sation stating that a cinema operator would
be sent to these Depots with the object of
obtaining a film of the activities here. It is
intended to depict the system of demobili-
sation of the Australian seldier from the
time he fills in his demobilisation papers at
his unit until he disembarks in Australia.
It was asked that in regard to the Depots
no important feature should be omitted,
and that Lient S.H. Skipper should be as-
ked to assist the operator. °

At a meeting of the commanding officers

' of these three Depots and of their adjutants

and guartermasters a very thorough sylla-
bus was drawn up of the subjects to be
treated. but it was very disappointing to
Gnd that when the operator arrived he
had only 600 feet of film, which was
totally inadequate to do justice to the pic-
tures arranged. Col. Davis was determined
that suitable pictures should be taken and
2 wire was at once dispatched for more
film. but the operator left before it arrived,
but with a distinet promise that he would
make representations in London for some
one to return next week in order to com-
plete the film and, if possible, to takea
moving picture of the Anzac Day sports. It
is to be hoped that the authorities in London
will realise the importance of obtaining a
permanent record of these Depots before
they are closed down, and Diggers may
rest assurred that Col. Davis will do his
utmost to have that accomplished.

On April 16th under ideal conditions the
tollowing sibjects were filmed by the ope-
ralor:- ﬁ}.&ﬂ Quota detraining at Soquence
Triage ; the handing in of equipment at the
kit store ; passing through the delouser ;
repatriation officer answering the questions
of men who had remained behind after his
lecture ; quota 52 leaving the Depots, and
embussing for the quay with a representa-
tive crowd of Diggers at the A.LB.D.
waving good-bye ; the buses passing up
the avenue of the Café de Vallée ; debus-
sing at the quay and embarking at
Le Havre.

These are all that could be dealt with
wilh the amount of film available but the
syllabus provided for, in addition, the
quota entering the Depots, arriving at the
Reception Depot, men going into the
cinema. issue of additional équipment,
filing in for cook-house, and other incidents
connected with the camp life, including the
arrival of members of the W.A.A.C. for
the Diggers’ dances.

It is to be hoped that the picture already
taken will be sent here for exhibiltion as
well as in Australia.

M

INTEREST IN THE Y.M.C.A.

Diggers interested in the Y.M.C.A., who
wish to keepin touch with this Association
after their return home, are invited to fill
in a card obtainable at the Depots, giving
their address in Australia and a few other
details.

RCDIGT1009830



Lament of a Wallah -

‘“Daddy What Did
You Do In e Great War”

Battle For Havre and France

The old veteran roused from a le-
thargy. He lazily outstretched his arms
and gazed mnonchalantly at a German
cap hanging on the wall alongside a
stell helmit, - which bore. the inserip-
tion, « Pte Cadre Coy, A.
B.D. France 1919-20 ». Madeline, his
youngest, hastened to arouse her aged
father. She had begun to read and un-
derstand, and had just thrown aside
a modern history book which referred
to the great war. Then, casting a sly
childish eye at the souvenirs ornamen-
ting the room, asked :

« Daddy ! what did you do in the
great war ? o

The old man turmed steadily in his
armed chair, and caressing the child’s
golden locks repled :

« My child, that is a long story ! »

« But you were there, Daddy 7 »

« Yes ! » replied the aged soldier,
visibly swelling with pride at the re-
membrance of the dark hours om the
famous Havre front which. protected
the estuary of the Seine — the key to
the heart of the French nation.

« I will tell you the story of how,
tike De Gruchy,we saved France from her
enemies, » the veteran began. « Ha-
vre is the chief town of France and is sur-

COX & C°

(France) LIMITED
Bankers

122, Rue de Paris - HAVRE

LEEFEREEENREEEEENEEED

Ofticial representatlves
of all Army Agents
Current Aeccounts opened

Cheqnes on London cashed and collscted

REMITTANCES FORWARDED
MONEY EXCHANGED

EAFREAEESEFEAREEAREREI

LONDON & PARIS

BORDEAUY - BOULOGE - LYON - MARSEILLE - ROUEN

Y f i Y M N

Ppprppapy

THE BLIGHTY SHOP

(Mlle BOUSSEKRY)
' 84, RUE DE PARIS, 34

A choice selection of
GIFTS and SOUVENIRS

Brooches, Jewellery, Silk Handkerchiels

EMBROIDERED POSTCARDS

Cigarette Cases - All Kinds of Fancy Good.

ENGLISH SPOKEN
ANY PARCEL CAN BE SENT HOME

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

THE DIGGER

rounded by many great ecifies such as
Sanwvis, St-Adresse, Rouelles, Harfleur
and D’Orsay. It is also the chief port
and all the Allied soldiers disembarked
there. Tanks, aeroplanes, guns, poison

gases, ete, all came from this great
centre, and it was also the fas-
hion centre of this great coun-

try. We called them meodes, my dear.
Of course, we spoke in the language of
the country. The ladies (rveflectingly)—
oh ! my !—they were wonderful. We
called them mademoiselles—AhL ! ah !
ah 1 ah ! »

« But, Daddy, what had they to do
with the great war ? »

« Lots, my dear, but we wont bo-
ther about them now ! »

« The great war ! » resumed the
old: man warming up, a rather grim
expression overcoming his usually calm
features. « Ah ! yes, that day, in Apnl
1919, when we charged the Parce,vaulted
the Galleons, fought along the banks
of the Seine, and finally drove the ene-
my into the famous miver of the ILe-
zarde, I shall never forget. Henry V
was not imy ut. He only had 40.000 men,
while we had great leaders known as
Sir Michael Spud Murph, M. le Mees-
key de Bill, Major Moodie Waac, Count
Stout MeGuinness, Billjim Bailee, the
Siamese twins—Generals Nicholls and
Brownnes, and many other great -he-
roes, The engagement oun, about 6
a.m. and half an hour later Michael
Spud had planted the Union Jack on

the Tortoni heights completély com-
manding the ‘Majestic,  Fleurs, and
Knickerbocker salients. He was seen to

hurl the Crown Prinee’s armies beyond
Bleville. Edouards, ah ! gallant Sir
Arthur, with old Rasmutten and Mills

Lorry. defenided ithe ancient V.A.D.
(Chateau mear the famous Strassbu r%,
until Bailee relieved with those stal-

warts, the Wattle Birds and Dandies,
who had been kept at Havre as shock

troops of the first order, to be thrown
where the fighting was keen and inde-
C181ve,

« It was outside the W.A.A.C. eclub
that Farl Les Molly behaved so gallan-
tly and received a bar to his V.D., and
Reginald le Worst won his fifth deco-
ration for Havre engagements. But the
enemy came again, and Michael Spud,
Edonards. and the other leaders were
sorely pressed, and Havre and France
swayed in the balance.

« But, my child, the gods were good.
The greatest chavge in history was to
take place. By a miracle the great
Kitchener of Khartoum, camouflaged as
a well polished Digger captain, appea-
ped at the head of the famous mobile

CAFE - RESTAURANT
CNENGTRESTIC™
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7, Place Gambetta (near (he Grand-Thealre)

PRIVATE ROOM - THE OFFICERS' RENDEZ-VOUS
Service 4 la Carle - Grill-Room

AMERICAN BAR
COCKTAILS A SPECIALITY ~ BNGLISH BEERS

Afternoon Tea — Moderate Price

cavalry—the cadre. It was whispered
about that Neptune and his mermaids
were responsible for the miraele. The
great Cadre charged as though on pa-
rade. With their new puttees—reversed,
my child—tailor-made tunies, and bree-
ches, puggeries on their hats and kan-
garoo feathers, and polishied spurs with
half franes ringing therein, they pre-

senled as magutlicent pacture as they
tore past the 116ter e Ville:  Da-
redevil Skinner earried the black and

white triangle: drapean at the head of
the columm. It was all over in a few
moments, the Cadre had won the day.
The enemy staggered back to the Lie-
varde mever again to molest Havre and
France. |

« And, there, ma chére ! (pointing
to a pieture on the wall) is ortonis
where Michael Spud besieged and out-
numbered held out until reveved by the
(adre. He climbed out of that window
and kissed old Kitch's colours, and was
invested with the Dislegion of Honour
on that famous square, Place Gambet-
.. ¥

« Ah ! ah ! those were great days »,
added  the hero of 1919-20 « I believe

[ see it mow, ah ! there's the guns !! »

P
3

]
a« Get up rnu lazy _
rade ! Kiteh will roar your
off 1! :
*
= i * % w :
One man attented sick parade and
asked the M.O. if vin blanc were likely
to cause insanaty !!ll '

s ! Get on pa-
heads

Bow Raxx.

FOO» T BAILL

Owing to the bad state of the wea-
ther football lost its popularity Jast
week. Only two matehes were played,
one Aussie rules and the other rugby.
Im the Australian game the 10th Bri-

oade (3rd Division) defeated a combi-

ned Bases team by 11 goals 7 behinds
(73 points) to 4 goals 7 behinds (31
points). The rugby mateh ended in_a
draw, 3 points each heing obtained by
the 28th Quota and the combined Bases

feams.
_'_—_*—'——‘-___
______—_-——-————-——
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About Diggers

The engagement is announced of Miss
‘Marjorie Gill (Y.M.C A.) daughter of Mr
and Mrs W. Gill of Oxford, England. and
Capt. Frank B. Stark, A 1.B.D., Le Havre,
late 3rd Australian Pioneer Battalion, son
of Mr and Mrs C.W. Stark, of Melbourne,
Australia.

A somewhat painful and heartrending
send-off gathering took place at a cily V.
A D. Hostel last week. “Billy”, the lile
and light of the hostel, and delight of many
Diggers, had been commissioned by the
unfgmyatheiic military heads to proceed
to Calais, and the whole Havre world shed
tears. The gathering was hurriedly arran-
ged and the day selected happened to be
the birthday of *Paddy™ and * Copey .
[t was about their twentieth birthday this
year, but that was only a detail. The Dig-
gers, or rather those whose activities are
divided betwen the camp at Rouelles and
sundry hostels, were informed by wireless
that the adieu sérvice was to be held. Pre-
vious engagements were cancelled at the
“toot ™, no saerifice was too great to be
present at such a ceremony. The procee-
dings got so sorrowful during the evening
that Bill Bailey and Vie Bickford broke
down while singing ' *Watchman, what ol
the night”, For further particulars, which
it is not considered advisable to publish,
please enquire of Arthur Edwards, who is
the father of the hostel.

To use a water-prool sheet for card pla-
ying sounds as interesting as il a Digger
used his pipe to blow bubbles; at least,
that is what a Y.M.C.A. lady thinks. The
lady discovered Sgt Mulvaney just about
dusk hurrying along with a sheet. The N.
C.0O. explained that he was on his way to
a Bridge party and stammered out that the

—-___—ﬂ_-_——
_________.—————-_—_'-"

* In Australia’’ and ’The Boys of the
Old Battalion»», the two popular Aus-
tralian songs written by Capt. G. C.
Neech. of the 9th Batt., are to be ob-
tained at the « Digger » office or at
Y. M. C. A. Huts. Price 2/- or 2 ixs
60 ets. each. |

-l.l-l-.l-llll-l--fi‘lll‘ll-‘lllllll“l"
il-I-ll--l-fll-llll'lli'll'l-lllli-l-lllll
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sheet was also wanted by a corporal to
take to America, The lady is wondering if
that were a good explanation to make.

The appearance last week of Miss Flo
Bradford returning to the Mildura Hut in
a broken motor cartied up with string gave
Diggers the impression that she had been
to the war and had taken part in some
stunt in the forward area. But she had not
got that far. In connection with the Y. M.
(. A. scheme of allowing their lady helpers
to visit the Somme area Miss Bradford dro-
ve away with that intention, but an unfor-
tunate accident on the journey caused her
to return ‘- at the toot™".

Among we | known members of the A.
1.F.. who passed through these Depots this
week on demobilisation quotas were Aero-
plane Peter, Pistol Joe, Corduroy Charlie,
Ted the Slog King and Shellhole Frank.
We are still waiting for Slish and Slosh.
Wild Rabbo Jack left in a previous quota.
Staff men are indeed lucky to have an op-
portunityolmeeting such celebrated people.

The competition between SgtJ . W.Nichols
and Sgt T. E. Brown as to who will have
the most birthday parties in France 1s still
very keen. When this edition went to press
Sgt Nichols had celebrated 168 birthdayvs
and Sgt Brown 104. Although four points
hehind, the chances of Sgt Brown are
favored owing to him having ovdered a ton
of haggis and 20 cases of Johnny Walker
from Edinburgh. The betting
Sergeants’ Mess is 5 to 4 on. In order to
encourage true sport and stimulate interest
in the competition our religious editor has
decided to award the winner a trophy. It
will be one of the five kittens deposited on
the said reverend gentleman’'s bed recently,
the Regimental Cat having selected that
place for her habitat during her busy week.

Much has been heard of poets sitling up
all night writing verse. They deserve
sympathy. Two Diggers on Paris leave this
month wrots poetry at & a.m. after partak-
ing of oyslers ete. They don t deserve
sympathy—they are to be envied.

All the gymnasium team are convinced
that Sgt Geo Kean never performed better
on the stage than he did last Saturday. It
was an audience to his liking —she was
dressed in a khaki shirl and sat in one of
the front seats. Sgt Muller also did excellent
work—his audience was a V.A.D.

Mr A.O.C. Davies, a Y.M.C.A. ollicer
from Salisbury Plains, has taken charge of
the Geelong Hut, Capt Forrest having been
transferred to the Hamilton Hut. When in
Queensland Mr Davies was a sergeant-
major., and was acquainted with many
Diggers, who are at these Depots now.

Sgt Mclvor, Antoka Joe and Mac, friends
at the A.I.B.D.Sergeants Mess are contem-
plating joining the colors on the snowed
up Murman coast as they consider things
are too hot at the Base.

PHOTO ORIENTAL

38, Rue de Paris, 38
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PRODUCER OF “BO PEEP”

Stan Mackay Leaves for U.K.

Cpl Stan. McKay (14th L.T.M.B.) well
known throughout Australia and New Zea-
land as a manager of his own pantomime
companies has left for Blighty, on three
months extended leave. On arrival in these
Depots from Sutton Venyon December 7th,
1918, he was ** commandeered ” by the G.
0. 1st Australian Convalescent Camp in
order to produce the pantomime, ** Bo
Peep 2,as a Christmas attraction. Although
he had only a fortnight in which to do the
job he rchearsed a caste of forty Diggers
(principals and chorus) in the tunelul pro-
duction which was recognised on all sides
as, perhaps, the most ambitious and the
finest show ever given in the Grand Thea-
tre. Le Havre. and the crowded auliences
will remember ¢ Bo Peep” as one of the
brightest memories of their last Xmas in
France. Stan expects to be present at the
Memorial Shakespearian Feslivities at
Stratlord-on-Avon beginning onthe bard's
birthday. April 23 rd. Itis understood that
he has a speecial attraction of a musical
nature in view for Australia next year,
He left France with the best wish s ol a
wide circle ol friends.

Latest Sallings

Medie left Devonport for Australia on
April 11th with the following members of
the A.LF. - 33 oflicers, 4 nurses. 141 war-
rant oflicers and sergeants, and 1 041 other
ranks ; total 121Y.

LONDON

THE

DIGGERS’
REST

SHAFTESBURY
HOTEL
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RBUHLEBENIin LONDON

BY CPL. AJ. HAMPSON

Probably no name connected with pri-
soni camps 18 50 widely known as Ruhle-
betu.

The place is six miles from Berlin,
and the stables on the trottine track
were used to keep about 4.000 prisoners.

That is mot a large number compared
with some of the places I have =vem
where Germans were temporarily de-
tained, but so much has been heard of
Ruhleben that 1 wisited the exhibition
of work by the prisoners, who were
chiefly British,

In a glass case there are beautiful
tobacco  pouches, wallets. ladies’ hand
bags of wvaried designs, cigarette hol-
ders, awd such pocket conveniences that
one gets a shock to find that they were
all made from the skins of rats killed
at Ruhleben. T'our thousand was the
first year’s total. They were trappei,
caught by terriers, and sometimes with
ferrets. 1 have seen the Belgian so'diers
tervettig at Proven, and the size of
these war rats is equal to, if not bigger
than, anything I have seen in Aussie.

News in Ruhleben

The news of the world was eireulated
at Ruhleben all through the war. Im
the early days a London newspaper cost
40/—. This was purchased and hired
out by the hour. The price was soon
reduced to H/- per copy. anml them the
hirimg rate was ld. per hour for per-
mission to read the news of the day.
The longest period prisoners had to wait
for Eunglish newspapers was fitteen days.
They frequently received them in three
days.

The Camp, paper named the « Daily
Daily » was typed, amd contained ex-
fracts from the Germian press. News

from the « Berliner Tageblatt » was.

common. It contained five pages, fools-

cap size, and was edited by Mr G. .

Vaughan.

The view of Ruhleben near one of
the grandstanids is not unlike the Ep-
som  racecourse, with one row of trees
surrounding 1t and a group like the
Flms at Flemington. The noticeable dif-
ferences are the mumber of buildings.
on the ground, and also the church
spires and smoking chimneys from the
many factories which denoted industrial
im:‘ii?-ﬂ-}r close ]J-:'i.;’.

Art School

The number of drawings and pain-
fings give some idication of the artis-
tic talent prevalent among the men.

There is some excellent work., The
variety is remarkable. Some hawve been
sold for substawtial prices. The highest
price marked was 200 guineas. The pic-
tures bear the German official cen-
sor's stamp. A portrait of Capt. Jo-
seph Powell speaks more elogquently than
any words can convey of the haggard
lotlging aml anxiety that long incar-
ceration in a military prison camp in-
delibly stamps on the human face of
some unfortunates ; others, worn, wor-

]
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WHAT AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS SAY

(Typical Extracts from Letters)

1 PRIVATE P. O’NEIL
( ) Australian Imperial Force, France

“ 1 had to make nightly trips up with rations, this is rather ticklish work as the roads are nunstianﬂr
being shelled The continual strain a last told on me, and it was getting worse and worse, unt}l one
of my chums put me on to Phosferine, and I am glad to say that it worked, and I am once again fit.’

2 : PRIVATE W. J. CLARK
( ) Sth Batt, 2nd Brigade, Australian Imperial Force, France

“ We had a pretty rough time towards the end of last year, shells and bombs day and night. The
man who is not wounded pays the price in another direction, nerves; mine went, so I looked round
for a remedy, heard of Phosferine and tried it; it did the trick and now I feel like a new man.”

3 CORPORAL C MecGHAY
( ) Dispatch Rider, Australian Imperial Force, France
* I was motor dispatch riding i1 France aud had a pretty lively time through contin «illy being on

the roads under heavy shell fire, the result of which was that my nerves gave way and | had to be
returned to England. I w s recommended to try Phosferine, and after taking i: for a sh rt while

I felt quite well again.”
PRIVATE F. J. DONOVAN
(4) ist Anzac Headquarters, France
“In Gallipoli, Phosferine Tablets did me yeo nan service wnd proved a verit ible godsend during

those ghastly days in the Peninsula. A return of the old fever trouble withdrew me from the line,
and but for the fortifying influence of Phosferine I might pos:ibly not have been writing th:s.”

(5) J. W. TINDAL

19th Batt, Ausftralian Imperial Force, France

“I found Phosferine a splendid nerve tonic and physical recuperative. After joining up with the
Australian Imperial Forces Phosferine continued to prove of great value in negativing the effects of
the sudden change from clerical work to military duties ; it provided a reserve of energy.”

These valiant Australian soldiers exemplify the great part Phosferine plays in enabling them to
overcome suffering and the most extreme exertions. No special effort exhausts the energy of
these valiant men, no extra hardships break down their endurance, because Paosferine recha ges
their systems with the vitality to survive all the rigours daily experienced.

Wher you require the Best Tonic Medicine, see you get

PHOSFERINE

A PROVEN REMEDY FOR ’

Nervous Debility Exhaustion Nerve Shock Faintness Rheumatism
Influenza Neuralgia IL.oss of Appetite Brain Fag Headache
EIndigestion - Maternity Weakness Lass tude Angmin Hysteria
Bleeplecssnens Premature Decay Neuritis Backache Sciatica

Phesferine has a world-wide repute for curing disorders of the nervous system
more completely and speedily, and at less cost than any other preparation.

SP E( :I A L SER "f[CE NoTE Phosferine is made in Liquid and Tablets, the Tablet form .being particularly
convenient for men on ACTIVE SERVICE, travellers, &c. It can be used
any time, anywhere, in accurate doses, as no water is needed. The 3/- tube is small enough tu carry in the pocket, and contains

doses. Your sailor or soldier will be the better for Phosfering —send hima tube of tablets. Sold by all Chemists, Stores, &g,
3/- size contains nearly four times the 1/3 size.

PROPRIETORS: ASHTON & PARSONS, LTD.,, LA BELLE S?UVAGE, LONDON, E.C.¥¢
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BETWEEN DRINKS

BY PIQUANT

Some funny man was heard remark
« There's wind of drafts blowing into
the Base. »

#
* ¥

A night or so ago some of the ecook-
house staff were partaking of joy wa-
ter and between spasms were exchan-
ging greetings with the French civilians
who dropped in for a cafe hien chaude
and a packet of snuff. One affable Fren-
chman entered the pubbery and said to
the nearest digger « Bonz war. » The
short and pointed rveply folded up the
estaminet for the boozed one said « No

fear it wasn't. »

»
* %

And this is:a fact: A few mights ago
a lecturer wisited the Base. That he
was a lecturer was evident, for he wore
a cong coat a high collar and a pointed
beard. In the course of his remarks he
referred frequently and glowingly to
everything and mnothing in particular.
The audience began to leave in clus-
ters during the lecture until there were
very few left in the hall mear the close
of the stunt. However, another show
was billed to commence at seven and
a great host swarmed in by all doors.
At this juncture the lecturer was just
tinishing off his remarks by another
touching reference to the above subject.
Above the din of « counts out » and
subdued murmurinies that foretold of

- general uproar, the lecturer’s face glo-

weid with pride and satisfaction at thesight
of crowds pouring in to the ecinema.
While teliing of his « hit » at i.czord:
Valley he spoke of the men who left
early in the discourse to find their pals
and bring them along in their thou-
sands to hear the address.

*
¥ &

A 75 day Anzac said that while one
could Rome all over Italy it took Tou-
lon to see France.

=
& %

Teacher « What 1is the
France s National Anthem ? »

Pupi! « The Marseillaise. »

Teacher : What 1s the mational an-
them of Great Britain 7 »

Another Pupil « God Save fthe
King. »

Teacher : Who can tell me Australia’s
national anthem ? »

Jimmy (also a pupil) « Mademoisselle

from Armentieres. »
*
% %

name of

Imaginary Conversation No 17.

Overheard in the Rue de Parns !

A dainty Mademoiselle : « Bon Soir,
Monsieur Digigalh ! Voulez-vous prome-
nader avee mol ce soir ? »

Digger : No, merci. »

=
* %

« Captain, why is there =0 much
trouble about obtaining leave to Italy?»

« Well, I don't know, unless the
Ttalians are afraid we might want to
take their Florence. »

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RUHLEBEN (continue )

ried] and hopeless, with eonsumption’s
doom engraven in the wery look, make
sad subjects, and mutely impress the
::;h.ﬂ'ververﬁ with the horror of Military
arce,

Amusements in Camp

A splendid spirit of mutual help was
shown at Ruhleben. There was a police
force, there were rughy and wsoccer
foothall teams, dramatic and musical
entertainers, bamd anid golf clubs. The
printed posters hung out on the ecook
]mu:-_cﬁ were quite way. Two wooden re-
vilvers — fr}w property of the heavy
dramatic section — were excellenitiy
construeted. « Othello » was staged ;
and « The Mikado » among the operas.

Jewel cases, famcy boxes, photo fra-
mes, mateh boxes, cigarette cases, mi-
rror stands, all made and polished by
expert hands denvoted another phase of
industry in camp. It was the manifest-

ation of « reecreation 1n  work. »
'he marble ash trays made from

the top of a broken wash stand, ser-
viette rings, pipes, medaliions, pain-
ted bone from the shoulder blade of a
bullock, were all good. Some of the
hest of this work, done by a negro,
was highly eommendable.

Metals and Agriculture

The metal work was among the best
exhibited. It is extraordinary where all
the material 1s salvaged from.

A violin made from a cigar-box and
piece of mnative wood with two metal
wiress and two pieces of cat gut does
not look equal to a Stradivarius.

One of the best acts performed for
the prisoners was when the Royal Hor-
ticultural Society of London forwar-
ded parcels of  vegetable and flower
seeds for cultivation. This was a boon to
the prisomers. The photos of the pro-
ducts raised were worthy of a little
Bendigo show.

The parcels of food from Blighty,
aided by the wegetables raised on the
farm, made the living tolerable.

A sample of the German bread and
the quantity per day  alloweld were
shown. It was almost the colour of
ginger cake.

The prisoners say they were over-
crowded in the beginning, but this and

THE QUALITY
BOOT POLISH

CIVES A
BRILLIANT, QUICK, & LASTING SHINE

OBTAINABLE I

BLACK.TAN, PATENT, LIGHT TAN.

DARK TAN, BROWN & OX BLOOD,
KEPT BY ALL LEADING BOOT & CROCERY STORES

AS K FG“KIWI"

Manufactured by:

KIWI POLISH COY. Pty.Ltd

741-7413 Fulham Road. LONDON (3w, 6
ALSO AT MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA

the washing accommodation were rectified
after hrotests had been ludged. The ab-
sence of hot water during the winter
of 1914-15 was severely felt, Two hun-
dred and sixty men were housed in
each stable where space was allotted
for 27 horses.

The camp had a dental corps and a
chaplain,

A popular place in Ruhleben was
« Tratalgar Square ». At the « Thea-
tre » the changes for aildmission were

2d, 3d, and 4d. The « Royal Box » was
NINEPenee.

There was g wvaried mixture of natio-
nalities, 1ncluding 30 Awustralians, a-
mong the 4.000 prisoners.

The cabbages raised in eamp were
sodd for ld each. The price at the same
time in Berlin was 1/—,

In conversation with one of the pri-
suners who was there for four years he
waid they were not brutally treated.
Those who took up some employment
or hobby fared the best. The man who
moped and let the situation get on his
nerves fared badly.

The whole exhibition i1s a striking
example of the innate power of self-
government  possessed by  Britishers.
Germany found it possible to withdraw
150 of her soldiers who 1n the eanly
part of the war were detailed to keep
order at Ruhleben.

*
¥ &

These men have endured and suffered ;
but by comparison Ruhleben 1s not
in it with Kut. I met one of the sai-
lors who was captured with General
Townsenid. He and another  were all
that remained of 40. Only 273 were left
alive to tell the tale, out of 3.000 ecap-
tured by the Turks.

Zebras and Spring

Printemps 1919 was ushered in without
the ceremony of guns and threats of oflen-
sives. Only a wordy bombardment was
maintained in Paris, and the stalls of the
Australian Base Depots had something
else to think ol besides noticing that spring
was walking along the lezarde riverside
causing new green to appear everywhere,
that the sunshine was filling all life with
new light and that bright hues on the
distant hills and valleys were appearing.
There had been a promise, not by Nature,
but by the powers that be militaire that
this spring would see the arrival of zebras -
many in number - whose striped garments
would be the attraction of the brown and
blue fairies, and the envy of those who
hoped to be zebras but would miss in the
great shower. The shower has passed and
the zebras now appear. Some have three,
others two, while the least significant can
hardly be called zebras with only one, The

folies du printemps have hardly begun,

but the next few weeks will be decided by
the fairies who can give the zebras the life
of the season or cause them to mutter: ‘*Is
it better to have been striped and lost than
to have never been striped at all. ™

RCDIGT009830



8

THE DIGGER

D
o

ANZAC DAY CELEBRATIONS

Varied Programme Arranged
SPORTS BEGIN IN THE MORNING

The anniversary of the landing of
Australian troops at Gallipeli will be
suitably commemorated next Friday, A-
pril the 25th, at Rouelles. It will take
the form of an international sports day,
and will mo doubt live long in the me-
mories of many hundreds of visitors as
well as members of the A.LF. Posters
containing the programme of events
and also of the boxing contests to be
held in the evening were obtained some
weeks ago, and have been distributed
among the camps im and around Le
Havre.

(Commandants of different nationali-
ties have been approached and their
patronage obtained. These include Brig-
(yen Burrowes C.M.G., D.5.0. Comman-
dant British Base, Le Havre ; Le Con-
tre-Amiral Didelot K.CM.G., Gover-
nor of Le Havre ; Gen-Major Deruette,
Belgian Commandant ; Brig-Gen John
Bennet, Commandant American DBase,
Le Havre ; and Col C.R. Hill D.8.0.,
(‘ommandant Canadian Base, Le Havre.
The Président is Col C.H. Davis D.S.0.,
V.D., Commandant Australian Base De-
pots. The executive committee comsists
of Lieuts S.H. Skipper (Chairman), 3.
L. Parry, Marshall, W.H. Taylor, and
W.E. Scotson with ILieuts L.J. Judd
and P. Jones as joint secretaries. This
committee arranged all preliminaries,
including the production of a very fine
souvenir programme, which is bein
printed by Messrs Raphael Tuck an
Qons in London, and is the work of
Australian artists in these Depots, Pte
J.C. Goodchild and Gnr H. bievens.
Immediately all preliminaries had been
completed a langer committee was for-
med consisting of a big mumber of non-
commissioned officers and-men, who will
be wesponsible for the suceessful rum-
ning of the sports.

The sports will commence at 10.30
a.m. on April the 25th, when the heats
for the events, for which entries are
limited to A.L.F. men, will be decided.

After the luncheon adjournment the
sports will be continued when the fi-
nals for the A.L.F. events and the imter-
national events will be run off.

Provision will be made for a large
number of guests as Col Davis has sent
out invitations to all the allied com-
mands. A special request will be made
to Lieut-Gen Monash to send over a
staff representative from Lomdon. It 18
expected that the civilian population . of
the Havre district will also turn up n
full force as the sports will be adver-
tised in French papers and transports
will be arranged.

The sports are limed to finish at 5 p. m.
after which boxing contests will be
held in the Dell on the new stadium or
platform mow in course of erection. It
is expected that at least 4.000 people
will be able to witness these bexing con-
tests. Entries have already been re-
ceived from the French and Americans.

Afternoon tea will be provided iree
on the grounds, which are situated bet-
ween No. 1 A.B.D. (better known by 1ts
old name of A.I.B.D.) and the little
town of Rouelles. This ground has been

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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s0 far no less than seven

kindly lent for the ocesaion by M. Leon
Thomas, of Harfleur. It is anticipated
that the evening meal in the Depots
will not be provided until about 8.30
or 9 p.m. Diggers are therefore advised
not to be too modest when the free af-
ternoon tea happens along.

In connection; with the evening amu-
sements special cinema pictures will
he shown at 5.30 p.m. A concert will
he held at 7 p.m., and a Diggers’ damnce
in the Y.M.C.A. Gymnasium, and, 1in
addition, if weather permits, a combi-
ned concert in the Dell. It 1s sugges-
ted, also, to hold an officers’ dance 1m
Le Havre the same evening.

BOXING AND WRESTLING

International Contests
Big Night at Grand Theatre

Owing to delays in conmection with
the negotiations with the Americans the
programme for the international boxing
and wrestling contests to be held in
the Grand Theatre, Le Havre, on Tues-
day evening next has mot been comple-
ted, and Mr Les Judd, Austrahan Y.
M.C.A., left for Paris on Friday mor-
ning to arrange for Americans to com-
pete in some of the Tuesday might con-
tests and also the contests to be held
on Anzac Day. The programme, as al-
ready arranged, is a splendid one, and
boxing and wres-
tling contests have beem billed, It was
previously announced that the Australian
wrestling champion, Billy Meeske was
to meet the American, Polk, but the lat-
ter sprained his ankle last week amd the
match had to be abandoned. However
a suitable opponent for the Australian
was found in the successful French
wrestler, Pernin, and the match will
talke _place on Tuesday might. When in
Paris Mr Judd hopes to secure oppo-
nents for Percy Young and Gumey. The
otlier contests, which are to be decided
on Tuesday, are as follows —Boxing,
King (England) v Headen fﬁustra.liasj {
Miner (Australia) v O’Grady Australia) ;
Buckingham (England) w Cox (Austra-
lia); Cubster (England) v Lee (Austra-
lia) ; Reynelds (Australia) v Bruce
(Australia) ; wrestling, Barticlt gﬁuﬂw
tralia) v Hicks’ (Americag : Meeske (Aus-
tralia) v Pernin (France).

LAST ISSUE OF “THE DIGGER "

Souvenir of A.LF. in France
Story Competition Open

The final issue of « The Digger » to
be published im about two months time
will be a souvenir issue. 1t will be about
the same size of the excellent Xmas
iesue and will be rweplete with ‘photo-
graphs of the Australian Base Depots
and topical stories. Every effort will
be made to make the issue worthy of the
occasion since it will be the last publi-
cation in France by Australian soldiers
__about the time when the last drafts

Y.M.C. A, FIXTURES
Lismore Cinema

SUNDAY — Service. 5.30 p.m.

TUESDAY — Lantern.Service. 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY — Lena Ashwell Concert
Party, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY — R.G.A. Orchestra (if not
demobilised) 7 p.m.

FRIDAY — J.ena Ashwell Touring Party

6 p. m.
SATURDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p. m.

A. I B. D. Cinema
SUNDAY — Service, 5.30 p. m.
MONDAY — Aus. Ladies’ Party. 5.30 p.m,
TUESDAY — Wattle Bivds Party 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY — Service. 7 p.m.
THURSDAY — Wattle Birds 7 p. m.
SATURDAY — Not Fixed. -
Pictures at each cinema every evening

Gymnasium

MONDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9.30
to 11 a.m. Diggers Dance, 6.30p.m.

TUESDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9 30
11 a.m. Folk Dancing Class, 11 a.m.
’ WEDNESDAY — Oflicers Dancing Class,
~ p.m.
THURSDAY — Basket Ball Practice,7.30p.m

FRIDAY — Y. M. C. A. Diggers Dance,
6.30 p. m.

are leaving for England en route for
Australia.In connection with which subs-
tantial prizes will be offered. The com-
petitions which close on: May 25th are as
follow :

Best Story — 50 franes.

Humorous Skit — 50 franes.
Verse — H0 1francs.
Joke — 15 frames.

Paragraph — 15 frames.

—— e ——

EMBARKATION QUOTAS
Position on April 10th

A return, issued on April 11th by the
Department of Repatriatior and Demobili-
tion, showed that the position of embarka-
tion quotas as at & p. m. on April 10th was
as follows : — Quotas up to No 26 had ar-
rived in the United Kingdom. 27 th to 31 st
(inclusive) were en route, and 32nd to 41 st
were at the Divisional camps. Since the
arrival of the *“thousands from France™ in

~ the United Kinglom to the 26th quola, the

total members of the A.LLF. who had arri-
ved from France was 1.005 oflicers and
99,228 other ranks. The position as regards
embarkation for Australia was that up to
the 4th quota had sailed on April 8th.

.gE—__'—-__E

The King’s English
As Sometimes Spoken

A W.A.A.C. officer, opening the morn-
ing mail at a city hostel, read a startling
invitation from a renchman who aspires
to become a linguist, Just plainly addressed
to the W.A.A.C. the letter bore the
postmark of Le Havre. It read as follows :

A young man French wish to go knowl-
edge of a young W.A A.C. forimprovement
of the speak English. Himsell to find place
Thiers before the funiculaire Mondaj at
Thursday towards half past six to accost
the young man who have an handkerchief
white at the laft hand. 3

~ {(sgd) D. E.

It is not known whether the invitation

was accepted.

Xx" siBcLE, 7. RUS VOLTAIRE — HAVR
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LLT. STATISTICAL SUMMARY

Progressive Figures Stated
In Europe on Ayril 12th, 96.186

In France To-Day About 30.000

The stutistical summary for the A.LF..
issued on April 16th, shows that for the
week ended April 12th, the number of men
in Burope (United Kingdom and France)
was 96.18G6, The number in France on
March 20th was 49,766, a decrease ol 5,074
for the week. These figures are contained
in the latest official returns issued by the
Department for Repatriation and Demobi-
lisation. and to arrive at the approximate
number of Australians in France at the
present time, it will be necessary to deduct
the approximate number of embarkations
to the United Kingdom since March 29th,
On the basis of a weekly embarkation of
5000 from Irance since that date, the
approximate total of A.LF. in France on
April 26th is |'ﬂu§hl}' 30,000, That should
give a fair indication of the present
strength in this country.

Details of the latest statistical summary
are set out below.

(The figures which deal with embarka-
tions, discharges. non-military employment,
leave and deaths cover a period from
November 30th, 1918, to the date mentioned
in the return. The totals of the A.LF. in
Europe and France: and. also, embarka-
tions from the United Kingdom, do not

include nurses who are dealt with
separat. iy).

A.L.F.in Europe.. ... .. at12 4 19.. 96.186
ACDE. in Franee.. .. ... » 293 19.. 49.706

Embarkations ol A.L.F.
from United Kingdom » 12 & 19.. 55.480

A.LF nursesin Europe. » » o1
AL F. nurses embarked

for Australia..... ... » 406
Wives and dependents

of A. L. F. in United

KAngdom. .. vocomeiw s s py oon A 346
Wives and dependents

embarked (or Australia » Biaes ot VIEHTRG
Munition workers ete in

United Kingdon. .. .. e DA R b
Munition workers em- |

barked for Australia. » T e B
Discharges of A.1.F. in

United Kingdom. . ... L AT 062
Deaths of A.1.F. in Uni- :

ted Kingdom ........ » " R 530
A. L F. in Egypt inclu-

dil]g nurses.. .. .. S E?E] b '|9. - 13&9‘{!
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Embarkations from Egypt »  » 5.196
Discharges of A.LLF. in
Byl Sie o s P St 12
Deathsof A.LLF. in Egypt» » .. o6
Fducational » 12 4 19.. 2.647
Non-mititary employment Industrial . » 7 92 002
Granted early repatria- |
LROB Tl v st ol Bl H 2.986
Granted extended leave » » 293

A. I.F. In France

Details of A I.F, Abroad
Decreases For The Week
France 5.074 : Europe 4.157

The latest returns issued on April 15th
dealing with the A.LF. in Europe and
France show the average decrease is ap-
proximately 5.000 weekly.

Details are as lollow :
No.0LD.R.
0. 0.R. Toeach off,

STRENGTH “"BY ARMS™”293 19.

Effective strength in

BPayite. | oy s e 3283 44776 13.0

Non-eflective stren th in

T b o] ST e SR T T o 15 1692 112.8

Total strength in France 3298 46468 14.

S ey

LATEST STRENGTHS OF DIVISIONS

Corps
(astat 22. A-19). 0. ..

1st Division includes 1st

Tunnelling Company
(asat'29.3.19).. . ....

2nd Division includes 3rd
D. Artillery, Veterina-
ry Evacuating Stn.,
and Cyclist Battalion.
(asat29.3.19)..... .. 715
3rd Division includes S.
A.A. Section,(3rd D.A.
C.), Sanitary Section,
Traflic control, 5th. M.
T. Coy.
(as-at'20. 3: 49)... ...
4th Division Includes
12th Army Brigade.
(asdiat 29. 3. 10 507
oth Division
(asat'29 3.19).......

Lines of Communication
(as at'29. 3. 49)... ...

8529 119

047 6891 12 6

6843 13.5

o89 7240

3449 19,

AUSTRALIAN BASE DEPOTS
FRANCE

R

HIEE 0 PENN

A. I F. In Europe

Departure from Australia

On.  Norses, 0B

BORE . . e e i k23 12 379
1915 January to June.. 258 146 = 5638
July to December. 1726 171 18114

1916 January to June.. 2082 24 235501
July to December. 99% 91 24647

1917 January to June.. 419 10& 9355

| July to December. 376 26 8885
1918 January to June.. 373 19 06815
July to December. 217 11 5277

Total at 22. 3. 19... 6868 604 104611

Embarked from U.K.
from 22 3.19

to' A2 & Feada 586 88 14372
Discharged(outside Aus-
tralia) from 22.3.19
to 12.5.19... 18 1 285

Died outside Australia
from 22.3.19
to 42NN e . — a0

Balance at 12 4 19.. 6262 515 89924

No return was issued in connection with
the Asiatic theatre, which includes Egypt.
There have been no embarkations from
Egypt for several weeks. The A.I. F.
strength in that theatre on March 29th was
13.29%. It was announced recently that em-
barkations from Egypt had been cancelled
for a certain period owing to the disturb-
ances in Egypt, but it was not specifically
stated if the Australians were aflected.

e S ———

IMPORTANT CABINET DECISIONS
Bolsheviks to be Deported

Melbourne, April 10th (Delayed)

The Cabinet has decided to amend the
War Precautions Regulations to provide
greater liberality ol Government control
of capital issues. The cabinet has approved

of the deportation of certain Bolsheviks to
Odessa.

. ——

AERIAL COMPANY FORMED
Flying Servicesin 1920

Melbourne, April 14th.

The Federal Treasury has granted per-
mission for the registration of a limited
company for aerial transport. It claims to
be backed by leading financiers, and prop-
oses to make immediate surveys ol routes,
the arrangement of aerodrome sites and
other preliminaries. The company expects
to commence flying services between the
capitals and cities about July 1920. The
shareholders are all of British birth.

RCDIGT009830



. THE DIGGER

Published weekly by soldiers of Ans-
tralian Imperial Force stationed at the
Bases, L.e Havre.

Editor
Pte E. A. DovrE. -

Advertising and Business Manager.
Pte W. R. M. Duonp.

Staff

Gnr. F. B. TreEmearne (Literary).
Pte J. C. Goopbcmiip (Art).

Advisory Editor

Captain R. M. MaRrks.

Rates : One penny per copy, quarterly,
one shilling.

Contributions must be lodged with the
Editor by Wednesday of each week.

No respomsibility will be aceepted for
manuseripts except the article be mark-
ed « Return ».

Postal address : Editor, « The Di.ggern.
A. B. D. vid Base Post Office, Le Ha-
vre, France.

LAST ISSUE OF “THE DIGGER "

Date Of Publication, May 418th
Story Competition Open

The final issue of The Digger will be
published on May 18th. It will be a souvenir
1ssue replete with photographs of the
Australian Base Depots and topical stories.
Every effort will be made to make the issue
worthy of the occasion, since it will be the
last publication in France by Australian
soldiers — about the time when the last
drafts are leaving for England en route for
Australia. Everyone is invited to contribute
to the story competition entries for which
close on May 10th. It was announced last
week thatthe competition, would close on
May 25th, but owing to the date of publi-
cation having been definitely fixed for May
18th, it was found necessary to make the
alteration. Intending contributors are urged
to forward their copy early. Manuseripts
will be returned if desired. Contributions
submitted must of course, be Australian
in character and topical. The prizes are as
follow :

Best story — 50 franes.
Humorous skit — 50 francs.
Verse — B0 francs.

Joke — 15 franecs.
Paragraph — 15 francs.

e —
1915 PERSONNEL
6 485 In France

On March 29th there were still 6.483
members of the A.I.F. in France who enl-
isted in 1945. The total was made up of
1.147 officers and 5.338 other ranks. They
were distributed as follows: — 1st Divis-
ion, M2; 2nd Division, 2.614; 3rd Division,
720; 4th Division, 9135 , 5th Division. 1.281;
Australian Corps, 43. The 3rd Echelon De-
mobilisation group was not included in the
total.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ANZAC SPORTS
Full Report Next Week

Owing to the fact that The Digger goes
to press on Friday it was impossible to
publish this week the report of the sports
and other amusements held on Anzac day.
It will be published in next week’s issue.

TALENTED AUSTRALIANS

Privates With High Degrees
Doctors Fighting In Ranks

Speaking at the War Chest Club last
week upon the work of the A.I.F. Education
Service, Lieut J H. Vaughan gave some
interesting examples of educational talent
which had been rlis::m*ered in the ranks of
the Australian Army since the Armistice.

There were numerous instances of profes-
sional men, architects, clergymen and
lawyers who had been fighting as private
soldiers. In the rank and file «{ a gun-team
in France there were no less than three
Bachelors of Science, while some medical
men had enlisted as ordinary :oldiers in
order to carry a rifle rather than a stethes-
cope.

A graduate in civil engineering with a
valuable and varied experience, holding the
rank of sapper in the Australian Engineers,
was entrusted with the difficult task of
determining the safe-bearing locds of soirs
for new foundations in France.

But, perhaps, the most striking example
was disclosed when at the request of the
French Government, applications were
called throughout the A.L.F. for appoint-
ment to a Commission proceeding to Mor-
occo 1o report upon the suitability of that
country for the breeding of merino Sheep.
The ranks of the applicants ranged from
colonels to privates. One of the latter had,
prior to the war, managed a station
comprising a quarter of a million sheep and
was a highly skilled stock breeder and
wool-classer. The successful applicant,
however, an infantryman, possessed even
higher qualifications. He owned a million
acres ol land. had organised and conducted
droving-tours from the Kimberleys in
Weslen Australia to the Queensland coast,
a distance of mearly two thousand miles,
and from the Northern Territory to -the
Southern Ocean, had sunk artesian bores
and was a recognised expert in water-
finding. Moreover, he could speak French
{luently, and had other brilliant educational
qualifications.

I —————
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIES

Conference Resolutions
Boycotting Enemy Goods

Melbourne, April 10th (Delayed)

A conference, heldinthe Melbourne Town
Hall, of ten organisations interested in
Empire trade, has unanimously resolved to
create new industries and to foster existing
indusiries in Australia ; also to buy no
enemy goods but to give preference firstly
to Australian and British manufacturers,
and secondly to establish reciprocal trade
with the Allies. A committee has been
formed to co-ordinate these efforts.

R LETTER
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Reita writes an ode to * Our Adjutant ™,
thus :

Some say he's regimental
Of course I do not know,
I've often seen him on parade,
But that’s when [ keep low.

It's a fact he's always busy,
Still he doesn’t mind a joke,
And I know that all the diggers,
Think he’s quite a dinkum bloke.

You will always get a hearing,

And get a good spin too,

A cove don't want no more than that.
He's a good sport through and through.

Whoever the cap fits, please wear it.
R. R Thanks for the compliment.
We'll see how the outsiders like it

When you feel a sort of fed up,
In fact, you have the blues.
Just you speculate a copper,
And read the Digger news,

Call round for yourtip! Our social editor
15 delighted, in fact he's tres zig zag.
G.IH No, thanks. .. M. Also, no. However,
don’t be downhearted, have a go at the

Souvenir issue {T(Jl]'l[}li‘l.ili{}ll.

—— =

Nqn-Mililar:y' Employment

New Conditions Issued

The following conditions will apply to
applications for non-military employment
rom all members of the A.I.F., including
the duty personnel : —

All applications must be lodged with
the Department of Repatriation and Demo-
bilisation by June 30th. No such applications
alter that dale will be considered. No
application should be submitted unless the
applicant can be released from his military
duties before July 31st. The date by which
he can be released must be stated on the
application form (A.LF. form 5%0). It will
facilitate the administration if the earliest
possible date of such release is stated in
each case,

No granl of non-military employment
will be made which would invelve such
employment after October 31st, except in
very special cases. By that date at latest
all personnel undergoing non-military
employment must become available for
repatriation to Australia.

In connection with duty personnel the
time is approaching when it can be consid-
erably reduced in numbers; those in France
during May, June, and July, and those in
England during Juune, July, and August.

e —————————————

PRE-EMBARKATION LEAVE

Applications for special leave from mem-
bers of quotas when in England are consi-
dered on their merits. The guiding principle
15 that the process ol demobilisation will not
be delayed.

RCDIGTO09830
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Auslralia’s part In War

Record Which Insures Future
Capt. Carmichael’s Tribute

Interviewed by the Sydney morning dai-
lies on his return to Australia, Captain
Carmichael, M.C., M.L.A.. paid a fine tri-
bute to the unique record of the Austra-
lians in the war. During the course of his
remarl-:'-?- he said :

* May I say a Jast word in regard to the
record of your men. The men who compo-
sed and sustained your divisions have en-
dowed Australia with agreat and enduring
assurance for generations to come against
the attack of any predatory nation. No one

‘can properly apprehend this who has not
first-hand information of theie record. Un-
fortunately, I was absent from the fighting
in the great rétreat, so I can speak imper-
sonally of that crowning act ol the valour
of our men. Greal generals have called them
the finest shock troops in the world, and our
enemies have attested their untamable va-
lour in attack. But some ol us who expe-
rienced the growing war-weariness of Aus-
tralia in its diminishing stream of recruits,
and others who watched it keenly from a
distance wondered whether in this first
try out of our nation we should prove to be
of those-who could stick to a finish, wha-
tever and whenever it might be. Your men
have wiped out that alnuht for ever from
the minds ol friends and enemies alike. It

remains for our friends to add the proof of

the stubborn and unyielding tenacity of the
Australian breed.
** There is nothing so dreaded by all ge-
+ nerals because of its maddening Luntagmn
as a panic. Itis intangible, nol reasoning,
and the last dreaded test for even veteran
regiments. Time and again when the troops
were streaming back in retreat that was
practically a rout, your men have passed
through the retr Latln;.{ troops to the attack,
and held their positions with a stubborn
tenacity that isineredible. They hand to you
this unique record of a disastrous time that
in no single instance did they abandon a
a pusltum entrusted to their care. In the
midst of a falling world their firmand tena-
cious courage was unshaken. The know-
ledge of this truth will widen as the com-
batant troops return to their own coun-
tries. It is even now writing itsell as a tra-
ditior. in the life of France. From Erance it
will pass to America, and round Lo China
acd Japan : tll it gudieq the earth. The
record of these men of Australia will re-
main not onlv in the minds ol our enemies,
but indelibly in the memory of your friends
of to-day, who, history leaches. may be the
enemies of to-morrow. It is a greal insu-
rance of the [uture of Australia.

PHOTO ORIENTAL

38, Rue de Paris, 38

Have Your Photo Taken Here
POST - CARDS A SPECIALITY
Open Every Day 9 a.m. To 8 p.m.

= SATISFACTION GUARANTEED —
PRICES RIGHT -- PROMPT EXECUTION
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AUSTRALIAN BASE
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ANZAC BRIDES

Shipping Arrangements

The following regulations have been iss-
ued with regard to the repatriation of sol-
diers and their wives who are in the Uni-
ted Kingdom :

Married men almut to embark with their
wives or families are marched out of the
Depots ten days belore the sailing of the
family boat, and proceed to their homes
from WhEI‘E they join the boat direct at the
Porton the date notified by this department.

Railway warrants to cover the journeys
of husband and families are provided.

Men can only travel in the class provid-
ed in respect of their rank, viz, oflicers, 1st
class ; sergeants and warrant oflicer. 9nd
class: other ranks, 3rd class. If it is desired
and the application is approved, for the
wife to travel in a higher class than her
husband is entitled to the latter cannot
travel on the family ship even though
prepared to pay his own passage To
enable the parties to travel together in
such circumstances application by the hus-
band should be made for leave to return to
Australia at his own expense. The parties
then make their own arrangements with a
shipping company In an ordinary case the
leave would be without pay, but special
cases are considered on their merits.

I —————————————————————————

NO BON AUSTRALIAN SOLDAT

By ¢ Mud”

“Bon soir”, Auslralian Solda’ I make lo you
“ Bon soir”.

Mais, tout le meme, I do nol you “ compree”

You are so very differon’, oui, differon’; pourquoi?

From all ze ozzer soldiers zal 1 see.

Je compree soldat Anglais and Je compree
soldat Frilz,

7o 4 Pork & Cheese” & ‘“Waacs” --— ah! Je
“compree”
Bul ze solda’ ze call Aussie, — ve'l e gif to me

e *fils >
Ven ’e go on val 'e call ze ““dinkum spree ™.
Bafore *e come zis vill-aége 1l vas ver-rry, ver-
rry calm,
But since ze Aussie make ze promenade

Al night, and sleal ze pommes-de-terre from out
ze Frenchhman’ s yard —
Vhy,’e’d put ze vind up a!l ze Prussian Guard !

Auslralian solda ! ver-rry good, eompree, Lo
make ze fight,

And la!la! "ow" e use dose bad words strong ;

Bul ven’e'® steal ze chicken & ze fire wood a-
night —

No Bon, Austra]ian Solda’,im no bon!

Je compree vell ze English of ze Cockney and
ze seol,

And also of ze Irishman — your * Pal”,

Bul ze English of ze Aussie I sink I compree not
Ven ‘e say *‘I come zo gulzer” — volt mean zal?
'E enlree zee eslaminel for vot’e call ze ‘Boozhe’.
Zen say, ‘‘Na poo ze dough” I **done me dash”,

So “ strap me up seme poison ™, du vin blane
or du vin rouge

And *“Billy Hughes will pay ze Oscar Asche!”

For three days aller pay day’e plenly beaucoup
swank,

Zen like ze cannibal to me e come along
And lell me ’e would * bile my ear” — hecause
‘e vanl a franc!

'No bon, Australian Solda’— ’im no bon !

Australian solda® cheeky man & ef you gif 'im
inch

‘E “elp “imsell to beaucoup kilomelre.

And any sing ‘e sink 'e vant immedialemong
e pinch,

Mon Dieu! I vish ’e * parlie ", oui, loul suile.

But sometime ven I sink ’ow far 'e cem Lo fight
for France

[ ’ave ze lillle pily and I say,

'Im nol Lloo bad, Australie,— no,
Je penge,

Bul zen ‘e drive zat pily all away.

Last night 1 meel an Anzae and e speak, “Bon
Swore, Mes-shoo ™

To-night vit me you **dineer”, come along

Butal!ze pig! zedehbil ! ’e gif me Anzac Stew!!

No Bon, Auslralian Selda’; "im No Bon !

MOTOR CLASS BEGINNING

This week final instructions were given
at the motor mechanics class at the A.LK.
Kducation Service. A new class will
commence next weelk, and anyone wishing
to ]mn should make apphcahun forthwith.

im nol too bad,

o —
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{nﬂﬁ HOME SINCE NOVEMBER 30th-

Grand Total To April 13th, 63.555

Eighth Quota Gone

On April 13th the grand total of mem-
bers of the A.L.E., dependents, and war
workers who had embarked for Australia
since November 39 th, 1918, had reached
63,555, The actual total of members of the
A.LF. was 58,302. The following is a list of
sailings since those published last week :-

On April 12th, Suffolk, from Devonport,
30 officers, %9 warrant officers and ser-
geants, and 914 other ranks.

On April 13th, Commonwealth, {rom
Devonport, 35 officers, 50 warrant officers
and sergeants, and 693 other ranks.

On April 13th, Castalia, from Devon-
port, 46 officers, 4 nurses, 67 warrant of-
ficers and sergeants, 647 other ranks, and
22 dependents.

On April 13th, Wyreema, from Liver-.

pool, &4 officers, & nurses, 81 warrant ofli-
cers and sergeants, 745 other ranks, and 23
dependents.

The quotas from France were embarked
as follow :- Fifth and early repatriations,
on the Suffolk, sixth on the Castalia, se-
venth on the Commonwealth, and eighth
on the Wy reema.

COX & C°

Bankers
122, Rue de Paris - HAVRE

LEFEREEENPEREEERERES

Official representatives
of all Army Agents

Current Aeccounts opened

Cheques on London cashed and collected

REMITTANCES FORWARDED
MONEY ' EXCHANGED

LONDON & PARIS
BORDEAUX - DOULOGNE- LYON - MARSEILLE - ROUEN

g
THE BLIGHTY SHOP

(Mlle BOUSSEKEY)

34, RUE DE PARIS, 34

A choice selection of
GIFTS and SOUVENIRS

Brooches, ' Je#eﬂery, Siltk Handkerchiels
~ EMBROIDERED POSTCARDS
Cigarette Cases - All Kinds of Fancy Good.

ENGLISH S8POKEN
ANY PARCEL CAN BE SENT HOME

y

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

COO-EE! ‘COO-EES™

Last Show in France

3rd Divvy Party Eding Home

Last Saturday night the Lismore Cinema
must have looked like an over-boiled potato
in its jacket. The huge auditorium was
bulging with a khaki mass of expectant
Diggers. There were also many ladies
present. The Coo-es are well known. As a
live-wire, first rate bunch of enterlainers
they have been long established in lavor
throughout the A. 1. F.

The Coo-ees orchestra opened the show
with a bright selection, and on the rise ol
the curtain, the Coo-ees jumped into action
with their opening chorus. From start to
finish there was never a dull moment. The
first half of the programme was rendered
in vaudeville fashion, presenting Fred Deal
in some raggy moments, Varley and Butler,
a dandy double in ** Peaches in Georgia .
Geo. Harper revelled”in ‘¢ The Play ” from
C.J. Dennis’ ** Sentimental Bloke”. Mick
Watsford, the classy female impersonator,
next appeared with Jones in a couple of
well suited numbers. By the way, Mick has
the voice, the style, the glad rags and
all accessories that make a successful im-
personator. Trewavis and Taffy Williams,
in baritone and bass items, were fine, The
juggler, Backman, had a bundle of tricks
and novelties that scored. The second half
took the form of a revue with the Cooes
dressed as naval officers and Mick as the
vachting girl. The revue was brim-full ol
songs, gags and concerted numbers, The
entire production teemed with variety and
quality. ‘

The Coo-ees were formed in 1916, and
were a busy body of entertainers all over
the forward area. Wherever the 3rd Divvy
was located the Coo-ees were right on the
job. In addition to a good show, the
regimental funds of the Division were
considerably augmented by the proceeds.
In January, 1918, the Coo-ees had their
orchestra for the first time and opened a
successful season at Nieppe at that time.
The show was then at top speed and ever
since has maintained a standard of all-round
efliciency and organization. The Coo-ees
were the only Australian artists that visit-
ed Paris.

It is quite on the boards that the Coo ees
will give some shows in Blighty until the
quota leaves for Australia, but the show
given here on Saturday night was the last
in Hrance.

CAFE = RESTAURANT
“ MAJESTIC

EEEEElEEEAAEREREREREEEERENENE FRNAEAEREEEEN amy

7, Place Gambetta (near the Grand-Thealre)

PRIVATE ROOM - THE OFFICERS’ RENDEZ-VOUS
Serviee @ la Carte - Grill-Room

arsESssEEsERS

AMERICAN BAR
COCKTAILS A SPECIALITY ~ ENGLISH BEERS

Afternoon Tea — Moderate Price

Hockey

A hockey match took place last Sunday
between teams representing the M. F. O.
(Imperial Army) and these Depots. The
Tommies had an easy victory, obtaining
5 goals to nil.

A more even game was played on Good
Friday between the A B. D. and No. 1
Despatching Coy (Impevial Army). It was
a very fast and exciting match. played un-
der ideal conditions. At hall-irime the Dig-
gers were leading by 4 to 3. On resuming
the Tommies quickly drew level. Then com-
menced a ding-dong struggle for the win-
ning goal. Ten minutes from the end pretty
combination by the Aussie forwards resul-
ted in Bartlett putting them in the lead
again wich equalised the final score : 5 goals
each.

Cm— ——— —_—

FOOTBALL
Rogby

On Sunday, April 27th, at 3 p m. on the
Sanvie Athletic ground a rugby team repre-
senting these Base Depots will meet a team
from the French Army.

The A. B. D. hockey team after their
mateh on Good Friday challenged a num-
ber of Frenchmen, who had come on the
ground with a football, to a game of rugby.
It proved very amusing as some of the Dig-
gers didn't understand the rules. For ins-
tance, when Beetson erossed the touch line
after a rush he forgot to drop on the ball,
and ran round and round the line with a
big Froggic chasing him. The game ended
in a draw, each side scoring I try (3 poinls).
It was another illustration of the stamina
and sporting instinct of the Digger — alter
a hard game of hockey to turn round and
play a fresh team rugby fvotball, and not
only play but hold their own against a [ull
team while they only had ten men.

BOSANQUET HANDICAP
Rankest of Outsiders Wins
Adelaide. April 14th.

Through a bad start ol the Bosanquet
Handicap in South Austraiia, four horses
remained at the post. The winner was
Mount Miltsin. the rankest ol outsiders,
which paid the remarkable tote dividend
of £188 9- upon £1 invested.

For Troops visiting Havre

CRYSTAL-PALACF (Y. M. C. A )
HAIR DRESSING SALOON
Hair Cut - Shave - Shampoo

— Massage
HOT AND COLD SHOWERS
Up-to-date -:- Moderate Prices -:= Open all day

PP LPLLY P PP
“voor TELEGRAMS

YOUR
to Australia and New Zealand

Via Castlernt’

Company s Main Station :

{ Eltes House, Fisury Pavement, LONDON, £, C.

and Branch Offices : |
Also OfMlees in Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Cardiff,

Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpoor, Manchester,
Neweastle-on-Tyne, and Porthcurnow,

THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH Co, Limited
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Abcﬁut Diggers

L]

o+ Grifl " writes :- It has come to ourno-
tice that a certain C.Q.M.S. inthe A B D.,
No 1. has become so infatuated with the
photo of oue of the winners of the Beauly
(Competition that he has opened up a red
hot correspondence with her, so far with-
out any satisfactory results. He is prepared
to wager his fortnightly pay ol forty francs
that he will receive a reply within a week.
| have taken Hawker and him in a double,
and 1 have never won a doublein my lite.”

Armed with carving knives, forks, and
sundry other implements ol torture, inclu-
ding a pair of clippers, the stall’ at the A..
B.D. Officers Cookhouse conducted a mid-
night * hair-raid © on Peter, whose long
and flowing locks were not admired. Peter
s now almost bald and smiles good natu-
redly.

The disappearance [rom the Y. M. C.A.
Mildura Hut of nine basket-chairs — not
the ones that fall down unexpectedly—last
Sunday and their reappearance late at night
was a mystery that puzzled many at the
A.l.B.D. Bul u Digger coming home late
(rom a lonely walk in the woods has sup-
plied the solution, He had met two Serge-
tuts and nine ladies in @ motor lorry. The
Ladies. he said, were seated in basket chairs
in a motor lorry, and the sergeants had as-
sumeid an attitude of ease and contentment
surrounded by their’ nine charming pass-
engers. What our religious editor objects
to about the picnic was that he had not
been invited. 1I he had been, there would
have been three ladies for each ol the serg-
eants and three for himself -- just the num-
her that the reverend gentleman desires.
Now each of the sergeants had 4 decimal 5
of ladies. and every school child knows that
this number is a vulgar fraction.

«“Who'll have a card 2" The continual
repetition of these words in the Y.M.C.A.
Mildura Hut this week has given Mr. Har-
per much concern, because although *‘Hou
so” is described as a legal game, it is not
played in any Y.M.CG.A. jlut. Mr Harper
accordingly made up his mind to genlly re-
monstrate with the person always calling
out Who'll have a card ? He discovered
to his surprise that it was Padre H. Heath

KURSAAL - CINEMA

Rue de Paris, 22

.

2. 31 1
Every Day, from 2.30 — 7 p.m.
CONTINUOUS PROGRMME

Evening Performance : 8.30

PRICHS

Rear Stalls: 2.50.
Stalls : 1.10. — Front Stalls
Gallery, Side Galleries : 0.60

0.70

Finest English & American Films

:‘.

THE WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN
CHARLIE CHAPLIN

also

FATTY & BILLY WEST
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(who has arrived to take the place of Padre
Gault), who was making use of this expr-
ossion. Padre Heath explained that he
didn’t play ** house ", but had picked up
this expression, which had become a habit.

Mr. R J. Finch F.R.G.S. has been giving
interesting addresses in these Depols this
week by arrangement with the Y.M.C.A.
They covered a variety of subjects includ-
ing prehistoric animals, trade and transport:
Belgium in August, 191%, and Alsace 1in
July, 1917. bMr. Finch is the author of two
books used in Australian schools-1 ravel
Pictures and World Studies. He was at
Namur with 30 English school boys and
girls when war brolke out. They were on
an education tour and wanted to stay there
antil the end of hostilities, thinking il was
a glorious war !

I'he very thought of getting up at &
o slock in the morning makes most people
foel tired. and if any Digger is Kean on
this sort of thing he is considered to have
a bee in his Bonnet Perhaps itisexplained
by the fact that they are both in the gymn-
astic team. But why did they boil eggs al
this awful hour? Did they belong to the
“eggs 0 Cook ?" No. the cause of all this
energy was the arranging of a pienie in the
woods ol the picturesque Lezarde Valley.

Set. L.B. Wallace left for Blighty this
week en route for Aussie. He was instructor
under the A.lI F. Education Service in
these Depots in Book-keeping, accountancy,
and commercial law for nearly seven
months. and instructed something like
60 pupils every day. He leaves with good
recommendations-and with good wishes.

R.S M. Alick Moore was tarewelled last
week by the commiltee of the Sergeant’s
Mess. A.L.B.D., on the eve of his departure
for Australia. Alick left behind a host of
friends who wish him good luck on his
return to civil lile.

—————————————————————————————————————————

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES CEASE

The education officials at the Australian
Base Depots have been notified by Corps
Head juarters to cease activities immediat-
ely. It is stated in the notification that 1t
was decided to take this step owing to the
speeding up of demobilisation.
ﬁ

Employment In Ireland

In conneclion with non-military emgploy-
ment in Iveland the Department for Repa-
tration and Demobilisation has decided that
o limited number of special cases may be
approved providedit can be shown that the
non-military employment or course recom-
mended is more suitable or better than can
ge obtained elsewhere in the United King-

om,

THE QUAITY
BOOT POLISH

GIVES A
BRILLIANT, QUICK, & LASTING SHINE

OBTAINABLE I
BLACK,TAN, PATENT, LIGHT TAN,
DARK TAN, BROWN & OX BLOOD.

KEFT BY ALL LEADING BOOT & CROCERY STORES

ASK ror KIWI"
Manufactured by :

KIWI POLISH COY. Pty.Ltd

'741-7413 Fulham Road. LONDON (sW, b
ALSO AT MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA

Frenchman Writes English

Is He a Suitor?

The Frenchman, who issued a general
invitation to a city W. A. A. C. Hostel, for
an enterprising English lady to teach him
to ** speack the English ™ is evidently not
soing to signal defeat because he got a
% cooler . Last week he wrote again and
included an Easter card which contained
some affectionate greetings The letter was
as follows :

Le Havee. IOth April 1919,
Ness or Madam,

Perhaps have you nol received my letler thus
lo wrile : ¢ A young man french wish Lo go
knowledee ofa young W. A. A. GC.foriamprove-
menl of Lhe speack English Himself place Thiers
hefore the funiculaire Monday at Thursday to-
warls hall past sixX and lo accostthe young man
who have an handkerchiel while al the lefl
hand 2. Or well have you an well bad opinion
of lhe frenchman of whal 1 am desolale If1 mi
are address here rather Lhan elsewhere 1l 15
hat 1 know Lhat they are thal of the honesly
oirl who live in this house. | admire Lhe womnmen
euglish who have lo leave Lheirs lamilly and
(ieirs fatherland lor lo 20 in France Loo s-rve
aur cause against the germany. Also I you ad-
dress my demand for Lhe lasl time I am al Lhe
place Thiers again Monday and Thuarsday al
lhe same hour. However if you will answer by
letler, you Lo be able Lhe to make al the adidress
on the olher side Well accept them feeling o
my deed respect.

The wriler then gave his name and postal ad-
dress, wilh a stamp for reply.

The Hoslel is wondering

joke !

if il is an April

LONDON

THE

DIGGERS’

REST

SHAFTESBURY
HOTEL
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WHEN WE GET HOME

“What Will We Do?

By Dinkus

Ocecasionally. we are misanderstood,
even at this junneture, of the world’'s great-
est war, wilth the Plenepotentiaries in
Versailles signing the peace terms.

The other day in London I saw innum-
erable Diggers — and though I say so —
they are the finest type of men in the world
— mingling with that monster population,
on their pre-embarkation leave. As 1
examined Lheir faces it struck me that
many were not looking ahead. and obtain-
ing the best knowledge to tackle their jobs
when they reach sunny Australia. The one
great desive, « [ course, is to get back, but
there are many opporlunities to get on.
““ Getting on” is an art, and art is the
capacity for detail, the faculty for seeing
things which olher people overlook. and of
seeing other people’s point of view while
yvou make them see yours. I think the time
has arrived when every digger on ** Quota
Leave " in KEngland should have decided
what he will do when he gets home No
doubt the task is colossal to most ol us. but
we must attack it and win, against odds
too. 4

We have had many lectures on what is
being done for the returned soldiers in
Australia and many men are picking up
good experience in special trades, ete., but
the great bulk are not doing much to help
themselves. As in the business and manut-
acluring world, there is with us a wide
margin for improvement. Be sympathetic
and test your own powers, you will become
interested at onee  Learn to lurn a com-
plaint into an order without being long
winded Watch the scales with yoursell
and see that you get weight for your money.
Create a definite objective with a high goal
to counteract any lowering of the trajectory.
In these days ol ** Apres la guerre agiter |
it 18 necessary to be more careful than
before. H.IS. must be used in a long range
gun with a delayed action fuse, care being
taken to prevent chlorine from escaping but
keep your box respirator in order.

Afternoon Entertainments

In spite of the rapid demobilisation of the
A.lF. in France, the entertainments at
these Depots are inereasing rather than
decreasing in number. Reference has al-
ready been made to the alternoon entertain-
ments at the A 1.B.D. This week something
like ten picture shows or lectures were
given at the Lismore Cinema, siluated in
No.3 Reception Camp, in addition to those
in the evening. Two services were also
held there on April z0th (Easter Sunday)
by Padre Lew, assisted by Mr. Davies, of
the Y.M.C.A.. who operaled the lantern,
which illustrated the Padre’s address. At
the second service nearly 1,000 Diggers
attended. At the A [.B.D. a Sunday after-
noon service was also conducted by Mr
Harper belore an audience of about 700.
The 34th Demobilisation Quota Band
assisted.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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WHAT AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS SAY

(Typical Exitracts from Letters)

( l ) PRIVATE P. O’NEIL
Australian Imperial Force, France

N [ had to make nightly trips up w:ith rations, this is rather ticklish work as the roads are constantly
being shelled The continual strain at last told on me, and it was getting worse and worse, until one
of my chums put me on to Phosferine, and I am glad to say that it worked, and | am once again fit.

( 2) PRIVATE W. J. CLARK
Sth Batt, 2nd Brigade, Australian Imperial Force, France

“ We llad_a pretty rough time towards the end of last year, shells and bombs day and night. The
man who is not wounded pays the price in another direction, nerves; mine went, so I looked round
for a remedy, heard of Phosferine and tried it; it did the trick and now I feel like a new man."”

(3 ) CORPORAL C. McGHAY

Dispatch Rider, Australian Imperial Foree, France
" I was motor dispatch riding in France aud had a pretty lively time through contintally b ing on
the roads under heavy shell fire, the result of which was that my nerves gave way and | had to be
returned to England. I w.s recommendcd to try Phosferine, and after tuking i. for a sh rt while

I felt quite well again.”
(4) PRIVATE F. J. DONOVAN
ist Anzac Headguarters, France

" In Gallipoli, Phosferine Tablets did me yeomnan service wnd proved -a verit ible godsend during
those ghastly days in the Peninsula. A retun of the old fever trouble withdrew me from the line,
and but for the fortifying influence of Phosferine I might pos-ibly not have been writing this.”

(5 ) J. W. TINDAL

19th Batt, Australian Imperial Force, France

ol | found Phosferine a splendid nerve tonic and physical recuperative. After joining up with the
Australian Imperial Forces Ifhusferinﬁ continued to prove of great value in negativing the effects of
the sudden change from clerical work to military duties; it provided a reserve of energy.”

These valiant Australian soldiers exemplify the great part Phosferine plays in enabling them to
overcome suffering and the most extreme exertions, No special effort exhausts the ensrgy of
these valiant men, no extra hardships break down their endurance, because Paosferine recha: ges
their systems with the vitality to survive all the rigours daily experienced.

Wher you require the Best Tonic Medicine, see you get

PHOSFERINE

A PROVEN REMEDY FOR

Nervous Debility E:hluuinn Nerve Shoek Faintneas Rheumaiiam
uenza Neuralgia Loss of Appetite Brain Fag Headache

Endigestion Maiernity Weakness lLassitude Anwmia Hysgeria

Bleeplesaness Premature Decay MNeuritis Backache Sciatica

Phosferine has a worid-wide repute for curing disorders of the nervous system
more completely and speedily, and at less cost than any other prepatration.

SPECIAL SER‘VICE NQTE Phosferine is made in Liquid and Tablets, the Tablet form being particularly

; convenient for men on ACTIVE SERVICE, travellers, &c. It can be used
any time, anywhere, in accurate doses, as no water is needed. The 3/- tube 1s small enough tu ciarry in the pocket, and containg

doses. Your sailor or soldier will be the better for Phosferine —send him a tube of tablets, Sold by all Chemists, Stores, &a.
%Elm 3/- size contains nearly four times the /5 size.

PROPRIETORS: ASHTON & PARSONS, LTD.,, LA BELLE SAUVAGE, LONDON, EC, ¢
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BZTWEEN DRINKS

BY PIQUANT

A delighted Digger who was present
at the Diggers’ Dance and had indul-
gedd in graceful glides, was feeling so
elated that he remarked « Gee ! I

wish I was twins and we were both
here, »
"
¥ ¥
Reo : « 1 wigh ‘the war had lasted a

little longer. »

0ld Hand : « Why ? »

Reo : « I would have joined the
flying corps I’ve had a fly. »
Old Hand : « Yes ! in your——tea. »
*
* *

Imaginary Conversationn No 18

.Digger in train (to French passen-

rs) « Do you mind if I open the win-
dow. »

French passengers (in chorus) « Open
the lot, by all means. »

*
E

A Y.M.C.A. party of tourists at Sa-
lishury went to Stonehenge The guide
had explained the whys and wherefors
of the stones, rocks and boulders lying
about the historical spot and the mum-
ber of centuries these stones had lain
there. A digiwer remarked :—« It’s a
wonder to me some blighter hasn’t moved

the whaole lot before this. »

**l

An applicant for g position in apres
la guerre time was informed « prompt-
ness was essential. » « Then I know I
can’t fill the position » sighed the re-
turned soldier as he twmed to leawve
the room. « The only training I ever
had was in getting out the casualty
lists, » .
. One is at a loss to know why diggers
shout « Combien » when fema{e 1mper-
sonators appear on the stage at diffe-
rent shows.

FEnecore, bis, more——one comprees.—
« Combien » No compree.

*
¥ ¥

Writing from Palestine a Dinkum. who
hails from Melbourne, lets himself go,
thus - _

‘« Well, Johnny, 1 feel rather glad my
crusading days are over at last. I don't love
the bookmakers and the pawnbrokers
enough to ever go on another restoration
stunt on their behalfl. 1 was not quite as
uninterested in the Holy Land, or quite
as unmindful of ** higher things, 7 as an
inebriated Billjim who (while being shown
round a chureljin Jerusalem) was informed
by the guide that a certain candle there
had been barning for 2. 000 years. blew it
out remarking that the — had been
burning long enough anyhow. But I failed
to be impressed as a true Christian should
Life itsell was too real. However, all is
over now, thank goodness, and we DID
win, don't we ? 1 hope the happy day
when the smells of Foolseray floating up
the dear gld Yarra assail my nostrils is not
for distant. If **lkey Mo” so desires he can
hand me his property in Aussie. in return
for which I bequeath him the whole of the
blessed kingdom of the Israelites. I can
see them all returning here (I don’t think).

‘¢ Cheero, Johnnie, see you soon. "

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

SPORT (conlinuwed)

‘accounted for all of his opponents. His
darting left was soon in evidence against
Buckingham. The latter was speedy and
covered well, but he lacked the skill
necessary to stop a brainy opponent such
as Cox. The Australian cleverly boxed
away the Englishman’s defence and sco-
red. Buckingham boxed openly with
head slightly tilted back and at fimes
evaded well. In the second round, Cox
scored with a right to the point. Bue-
kingham was severely rattled and seve-
ral other blows put i;im in a, bad way.
He was shrewd ; he surrendered.

Australian Knocked Out

Pte Headen (Australia) was knoeked
out by Pte King (England) in the se-
conid round. Both had plenty of speed
and hit hard and often. Headen was not
so sure as the English boy whose blows
were always dangerous. King scored a
goofl deal in the second round and a
heavy uppereut put the Digger in &
bad way. He stood up gamely recei-
ving severe punishment until knocked
out. R

Lee Wins In Fifth Round

Pte Snowy Lee (Australia) severely
punished Pte Williamson (Scotland) in
the fifth round with the result that the
Jock signalled defeat, The Scotsman
fought solidly and cleanly. He lacked
the speed which Lee put into the con-
test. Lee fought more ecautiously and
coolly making Williamson miss badly.
Leec outboxed his man and, in the fifth
round, kept him retreating. He scored
repeatedly and Williamson was beaten.
It was evident that the Scotsman’s con-
dition would not Jast him out against
a man like Lee.

O’Grady Gains Points Decision

Pte O’Grady (Australia) gained a
points decision over Pte Miner (Austra-
lia) after four rounds. It was a fast
contest with both boys boxing willin-
oly. Blows rained from many directions,
but only a small percentage did any da-
mage. (’Grady kept well ahead right
through the four rounds. He scored the
most and had Miner very tired.

A Game Boxer

For four rounds Pte Reynolds (Aus-
tralia) stood up to Pte Gurney (Austra-
lia) and, although it was his first con-
tests he gave a fine display against a
doughty little opponent. Gurney is one
of fastest bantoms to be seen in the
ring in the Havre district, and he kept
Reynolds going. The latter satisfied his
supporters that he will do well when
more experienced. Gurney was always
abead, boxing like a terrier, and when
the gong sounded at the end of the last
round he had Reynolds in a bad way.
He had taken severe pumishment game-

l¥. Both boys were cheered for their.

display.
Bartlett Repeats Performance

Sgt Bartlett (Australia) met Pte Hicks
(America) in a middleweight wrestling
contest of three four minute rounds.

When the pair met some weeks a,g!r;'r,
Bartlett won and he again repeated the

performanice by securing a points deei-
sion. Bartlett did most of the work and
held the advantage. Towards the end of
the second round he had the Yank al-
most pinned when the gong saved him.
That was the only occasion that g fall
appeared Imminent although Bartlett
was easily ahead on points.

The boxing officials were : Tedferee,
Lieut Merrifield ; judges, Lieut Elliott
(England) and Lieut Given (Australia);
timekeeper, Lieut Skipper. Lieut Snow
acted as M.C. and kept the large crowd
in perfect order. The arrangements, as
usual, worked smoothly, and it was the
finest athletic night given in Havre.

MAIL TO AUSSIE DAMAGED

Postmaster General's Statement

The Postmastor-General for the Comm-
onwealth made the following statement in
March in connection with the damage to
Ausiralian mails by the Ventura, through
a train catching fire while running across
America to the wesl coast :

-+ 43 bags of letter mails, 15 bags ol
second-class matter, one bag ol parcels
and five bags of registered mails were
rec. ived in a more or less damaged cond-
ition. The major portion of the letter mails
was only smoke damaged, and the letters
have been forwarded to their destination.
The number of articles on which the
addresses were undecipherable would not
exceed 100, Of the second-class mail matter,
only 50 articles had been so damaged as to
render the addresses unreadable. A bag of
clothing contained in the parcel mail bore
no address and was damaged beyond
vepair. One bag of registred articles from
London did not contain a list, and it conld
not be stated whether any articles were
missing {rom it. The addresses on all ol Lhe
articles in this bag. with one exceplion,
were readable, and they would be deliv-
ered. "

High Glass HAIRDRESSER

GENT'S SALOON

Ernest CALLE

2, RUE THIERS
Near British Base Hqrs.

Up-to-date Appliances
Electric Face Massage

sl MANICURE L=

HIGHEST GRADE PERFUMES
TOOTH BROUSHES -- SOAP -- SHAVING SOAP
Fair Botion ~ FGhampoo, ete.
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BIG BOXING AND WRESTLING NIGHT

~cily owing to the tramwa

tralian  camps.
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Meeske Throws French Wrestler

Contest Over In 8 1;“2' Minutes

Despite the lack of transport to the
_ strike, the
Grand Theatre was crow on Tuesday
night to witmess the boxing and wrest-
linfg challenge contests. It was an Aus-
tralian might arranged by Mr ILes Judd,
Australian Y.M.C.A., and his staff. A
large mumber of motor transports had
been requisitioned to convey the troops
into the city fTﬂI-E tlll-e British and Aus-

ength rogramime
had been arranged. Lnt,ergwt I?::-en%.nrsd n
the intermatiomal contests in which Awus-
tra'ians met either French, American,
or British opponents. The chief event
of the evening was the heavyweight
wrestling contest between Bing Meeske
(Australia) and M. Pernin (Champion
of Framce, 1912.) The audience was
composed of English  American and
Australian soldiers with a sprinkling of
French ecivilians including several la-
dies. On the ringside were the represen-
tatives of the DBritish and American
armies in Havre ineluding Brig. Gene-
ral Benmett, commanding American Ba-
se Headquarters, Colonel Miller, A.A.
(., Havre Base, Colonel C.H. Dayis,
D.S.0., V.D., Commandant, Australian
Base Depots, Captain R.M. Marks, Staft
Officer to the Commandant, Lieut-Col,
Muir, Lieut-Col. MeCallum, 40th Sta-
tionary Hospital, Lieut-Cols. G. Hurry,
D.8.0., J.P. Clark, 'D.S.0., H.C. Nott.

Meeske’s Easy win

When Billy Meeske, ex-champion
middleweight of Australia, stepped into
the ring he was loudly cheered. M. Per-

nin, the French champion, followed and
received an ovation. Pernin is a profes-
sional strong man, and won the wrest-
ling championship of France in 1912.
He is a powerfully built athlete, but
lighter than Meeske. The Australian has
an umbeaten record, and the manner in
which he has beaten heavier English
and American opponents in Havre, du-
ring the past nine months, gave his sup-
porters great confidemce that he would
easily throw his French opponent.
An agreement was drawn up . set-
ting forth certain conditions. It was

aigreed that the contest be of three ten

minute rounds ; and, 1f there were mo
falls, only the points gained in the last
round were to count. The contest was
for a purse of 300 frames and gold me-
dal. The loser was to receive one third
of the purse money. The side betting
betweent the Awustralians and French
was heavy, and over 14.000 francs chan-
ged hands over the bout.

The conditions under which the match
took place were a severe handicap for
the Australian. The Frenchman’s fine
physique made him a difficult oppo-
nent, especially as he intended to
« play » on the defensive for the first
two rounds and then to work for a
points decision in the last bout. Mees-
ke, however, was confident that he could
throw his man in the first round. The
rules coverning the match stated that

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

it was to be « catch-as-catech ean » no
strangle holds, and « no gouging or
use of any hold to punish the oppo-
nent. »

Frenchman’s Defence

At the outset the wrestlers dropped
to the mat. The Frenchman was imme-
diately on the defensive, crouched in a
frog-like position. He did not appear io
desive to do auything except to release
himself from Meeske’s grips. The Aus-
tralian found him a difficult proposi-
tion. He was remarkably strong and
agile. Meeske tried to turm him with
several holds but was unsuccessful. He
applied body holds, extended arm, leg
and erutch holds, The attacks of ihe
Australian, followed by the quick de-
fensive movements of ].grﬁrnin made ihe
contest exciting. Beoth wrestlers moved
quickly across the ring with Pernin
underneath. The wrestling was stenuous.
The rough foreeful tactics had resulted
in - the Irenchman’s knees being badly

skinmed and also his elbows. Meeske
applied the scissors and, during a hot
tussel, the wrestlers were forced almost

through the ropes. Then for a few se-
conds the Australian was on « all-
fours », but Pernin could do nothing
with him. It was then that Meeske’s
superior weight and strength were ap-
parent.

Meeske Pins Pernin

The end was fast approaching. Mees-
ke securing Pernin had him in diffi-
culties with a further nelson. He then
slipped the head chancery hold and
gradually serewed the Frenchman down.
The fall was secured in 6 1/2 minutes.
As it was agreed, before the contest be-
gan, that one fall was to be decisive,
Meeske was deeclared ithe winner, and
he repeated his challenge to any 12
stone man in the world. The French-
man took his defeat badly and a tre-
mendous amount of argument took place
in the dressing rooms. Mde Pernin was
also present at the contest. The argu-
ments appeared to centre round a few
hazy allegations that Meeske that used
unfair holds, which is absolutely untrue
as the Australian’s fairness as a wrest-
ler, sport, and man are unquestiona-
ble. He conceded Pernin practically eve-
ry condition he wanted for the contest,
and the result was that he was  seve-
rely handicapped. The Australian
is continually accepting = great risks
to preve his superiority over any wrest-
ler at his weight. Pte Hicks (America)

acted as referee.

Young Defeats American

Pte Percy Young (Australia) met a
tough proposition in Pte Cosmoss (A-
merica). The latter who is a {11111(]-1&-
welght was runner-up at the Paris com-
petitions for the American army cham-
pionships. He is a solid type of boxer
with fine muscular development. He
was difficult to get at and, although

Y. M.C. A. FIXTURES

Lismore Cinema

SUNDAY — Service. 5.30 p.m.

MONDAY — Lena Ashwell Touring Party
5.40 p.m.

TUESDAY — Lantern Service. 7 p m.

A. 1. B. D. Cinema

SUNDAY — Service, 5.30 p. m.

MONDAY — Watlle Birds 7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY — LanternService. 5.30 p.m.
Pictures at each cinema every evening

Entertainments are being arranged for
remainder ol Week.

Gymnasium

MONDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9.30
to 11 a.m. Diggers Dance, 6.30p.m.

TUESDAY — Diggers Dancing Class, 9 30
11 am. Folk Dancing Class, 11 a.m.
/ WEDNESDAY — Olflicers Dancing Class,
2 p.m.

FRIDAY — Y. M. C. A. Diggers Dance,
6.30 p. m.

he appeared slow as he boxed forward,
his defence was sound and his dod-
ging and smothering were effective.
Young, moving with alacrity, boxed
prettily, darting out his left and then
his right, but found that his blows did
not give the Yank much trouble. Cos-
moss could take a "lot of punishment,
and would be g diffeult man to handle
in a long contest. He is the type that
would wear out the clever boxer in
the course of several rounds. However,
in Young over a six rounds journey he
found an opponent in great condition
and with capacity for moving about
the ring like lightning. That 1s not
saying that Young would not beat nim
in a 20 rounds contest. His form last
week showed that he would. He kept
ahead on points through each round
and cleverly evaded when the Yank’s
heavy tactics looked dangerous. Young
scored from every angle and landed ti-
me and again. During some hot bouts
in which the Yank attacked strongly,
Young appeared at his best. His smart-
ness of glove and footwork gave him
many points. He coolly blocked the
Yank’s heavy blows. ]:_g;th in attack
and defence Young was always clever.
The fifth and sixth Tounds were
highly interesting. Both were aggressi-
ve. The Yank hit solidly. The boxing
and close fighting were fast and severe.
The Australian more than held his own.
Towards the end of the last round
Young was on the defensive a good deal,
but his cleverness kept him out of dam-
ger. He rightly secured the verdict.

Cox wins Again

Bert Cox (Australia) and Pte Buekin-
oham (Fngland)) were billed gor six
rounds, but after two rounds Ahe En-
glishman had had enough. & ;

Cox is regarded as the cleverest ligh-
tweight boxer the Australians, at Havre,
have produced and so far he has ea’ly

(continued page 7.)

e — )
<x" sifcLg 7, RUZ VOLTAIRE — HAVRI

:

RCDIG 1009830



